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INTRODUCTION.

The subjects of this book, are, I believe, some of the unsung
heroes that diligently day after day plied their trade
without expectations of fame and fortune. These men were the
backbcne of this state. They were the Tradesmen and Workers,
the Shipbuilders and Shipwrights, without whom the progress
of exploration, coastal gettlement, fisheries and trade would
have been greatly hampered. What follows is a brief precis of
how the shipwright is linked with history.

Although this book begins in 1829 with the arrival of the
first official boat builder in the Swan River Colony, there
were previous instanceg of boat building. The first was that
of the Aboriginals of the North-West. The craft that they
constructed were simple but ingeniously made mangrove log
rafts that were pcled about the Islands and coastal areas of
King Sound and the Kimberleys. With the advent of the natives
of the Indonesian archipelago sailing down to the shelling
grounds and eventually interacting with the local Aborigines,
the locals soon learnt to construct canoes similar to those
of their Northern visitors.

The next proven case of ship construction comes with the
wrecking of the Dutch ship "ZEEWIJK" on the Pelsart Group of
the Abrolhos Islands. The ship did not immediately break up
and after the crew got themselves ashore and set up a camp
they set about salvaging what they could. The long boat was
repaired and some of the seamen set off for help but they
were never heard of again. The remaining men on the island
set about building a wvegsel out of the wreckage that was
washing ashore and they named her "SLOEPIE". All the
remaining survivors crammed into the vessel when finished and
sailed her to Batavia and safety. This wreck and other Dutch
wrecks have been well chronicled by Henderson in his
Unfinished Voyages, TU.W.A. Press. Other instances of
shipwrighting occurred at King Georges Sound after gettlement
there in 1826. On a number of occasions vessels arrived
damaged and they were repaired by their own carpenters with
assistance from the garrison and convicts. Unfortunately
nowhere in the papers studied are any names of these men
mentioned. And so we begin with James Lawson Smith, who was
chosen by Captain Stirling to be his Government Boat Builder.
The first boat building site in the new Cclony was on Garden
Island where Smith and his offsider Stephan Knight, a
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carpenter by trade, began building a schooner which had been
brought out to the Swan River "in frame" in the hold of the
"PARMELIA". "In frame" means that the vessel was partly
constructed in England, then disassembled, carried to its
destination and reassembled.

When the settlers moved to the mainland the partly built
vessel was left on the island and unfortunately there is no
record available today to tell us what happened to the ship,
whether it was completed or Jjust left to rot. The last
information we have regarding the wvessel comes from 1834 when
a tender was put in to the Government to purchase same and
which was refused.

With the move to the mainland and the allocation of their
blocks of land the settlers then had to transport their goods
and chattels from the beach up river. This, because of the
need for boats, can be said to be the first boom in boat
building. Some were competently built and others were like a
disaster as we not only had professicnals building, the
settlers themselves were constructing their own versions of
things that floated. Or as sometimes happened, didn't float.
Two of the settlers that took to the adze were Messr’s Hardey
of Maylands and Gibbs of the Canning, farmers who were
adaptable to the needs of the situation.

Stirling himself stated in October 1830 in a dispatch, that
there were forty boats upon the river. Of these a goodly
proportion would have been brought out aboard the ships with
the settlers and those with boats were able to command
exorbitant prices to transport the settlers to their
destinations. It is recorded that 5 pounds was the asking
price from Fremantle to Perth. Travelling time also tock a
toll on the newcomers as it normally took "a day up, a day at
town and a day to get back to Fremantle".

The types of vessgels varied also, from flats which were small
boxlike barges, to sailing barges, cutters, peter boats,
punts, whaleboats, gigs and ferries. They were a mixture of
shapes and rigs which gradually evolved into a distinctive
configuration which was like a melding of the best points of
all the British types of small craft.

Of primary importance in the early days were three types of
vessel, firstly the sailing barge, for transport, secondly,
the fishing boat, to provide sorely needed food supplies and
thirdly, the ferry, for river crossings. These ferries were
established within the first two years and their were four in
all. Starting with one at Guildford, the next wag at Mount
Eliza and crossed to Point Belches, (Mill Point), the third
was situated at Preston Point and the fourth ran from a small
jetty due west of Cantonment Hill to the north bank of the
river.

Presumably, because of the accessibility of good timber,
depth of water and closeness to the town, the first official
shipyard on the mainland was set up at Perth on what is now
known as Mount’s Bay Road. It was set up by J. L. Smith as
the Government shipyard and was on Lot L 23 and L 34 just to
the west of Spring Street. This was taken over by Thomas
Willjam Mews in 1833 and he had for neighbours the Edwards
family. The Mews dynasty of boat builders was to last from
1832 for almost one hundred and fifty years.
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With roads consisting of almest impassable sandy tracks the
river became the road to the inland and nearly all cargo and
passenger traffic was borne upon its waters. The boatmen soon
learned the vagaries of the weather and guickly learned that
it was best to sail down to Fremantle in the morning with the
easterlies and return later in the day with the socuth
westerlies. On days of little wind the barges and punts were
poled along until the breeze freshened. Melville Water became
the graveyard of many a traveller and boatman with their
overloaded boats when caught out in the middle in a strong
afternoon sea breeze

Cn the 6 April 1839 appeared the first advertisement for a
boat builder 1in Western Australia. The advertisement was
placed by Thomas William Mews, junior and he states boats
built and repaired.

The river trade carried on virtually unchecked and fraught
with danger until the 21 July 1843 when the regulations for
the licensing of boats and boatmen were proclaimed in
Council. The most important aspect of this Act was that it
brought all the boats and boatmen under the one regulating
body which was there to oversee the safety and well-being of
the industry. The Act covered not only the Swan River but the
outports ag well and was under the control of the Government
Resident in each port.

Beoat building was by this time being carried out 1in such
diverse places as the Kalgan, King and Murray Rivers,
Augusta, Fremantle and Perth and the reasons for building
were just as diverse.

The settlers and their families were hampered and in at least
one case reduced almost to starvation by the lack of the
regular services of coasting schooners and cutters. As they
began producing foodstuffs for the markets in Perth and
Fremantle they were anxious to get their goods away as
quickly as possible. As often as not they were thwarted in
their desires to do so and so they determined to build their
own c¢raft., As well as the local trade some of these
enterprising gentlemen intended to trade overseas, to Asia,
India and Mauritius. One intended entering the trade to the
Eastern Colonies and another built his ship to trade to
England carrying colonial goods, mainly timber.

The shipbuilding industry quietly grew as new regional
centres were opened up by the explorers looking for new
farming and grazing lands. From Fremantle, coastal craft were
beginning to make the regular trips both north and south that
were an essential part of the opening up of the state.

In early 1856 an act was passed regulating the registration
of sghips. The first wvessel to be registered in Western
Australia was the two masted schooner "FAVOURITEY. She was
built at Bunbury during 1855 by Benjamin dJackson for John
Morgan a licensed victualler of Bunbury. She was wrecked at
Port Gregory on the 4 December 1867 when she struck a reef
and was totally destroyed.

It is a curious fact that although steam transport was
embraced in the eastern Colonies as early ag 1830 Western
Australia had to wait until 1854 before we had our first
river steamer. Companies had been formed to promote steam
travel on the Swan from 1839 but for one reason or anocother
all had failed. The first steamboat to appear on the Swan 1is
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generally known as the "SPECULATOR". It was built by the
combined efforts of three men, Thomas William Mews, Soclomon
Cook and J Stevenson and even though it was a failure it
paved the way for others. I might add that I have yet to find
any contemporary literature that actually names this vessel,
the vessel is fact the name isn’t.

Solomon Cook chose an unusual site for building his boats,
Murray Street in the centre of Perth. The actual site is
where Aherns is today and after building his boat he then had
the problem of getting it to the water. He solved this by
designing a ratchet gear arrangement and after placing wheels
at the rear and rollers at the front trundled the vessel
along Murray Street, right into Barrack Street, up and over
the hill and down to the waters edge near where the Weld Club
is today. Another instance of the inventiveness of our
piloneers.

Steamboats slowly gained favour with the travelling public
until there were regular services competing on the river, the
"PIONEER" ran the service to Guildford for many years while
the "LADY STIRLING" and the "FRIENDS" were on the downriver
run. Other steamers appeared as well, such as the "ENDEAVOUR"
and the "ENCHANTRESS" but their primary role was to tow the
barges out to the waiting ships in Gage’s roads, locad with
the incoming cargo and tow back. When required they were used
for picnic parties and charters. For many years the principal
exports from Perth and Fremantle were wool, sandalwood and
the native Jarrah.

The second boom, if it can be called that, came in the late
1860's and early 1870’s when pearl shells were discovered in
Nickol Bay. As Julius Brockman said about Shark’s Bay, "all
those who could get a boat went up"

These young men were like the later gold miners, stars in
their eyes and pockets full of pearls. The reality of course
was quite different and there were a lot of broken hearts,
broken men and widows at the end of the seasons.

It was in October 1873 that licences were first issued for
the pearling grounds which as can be imagined caused a great
deal of dissent amongst the fishermen as up until that time
they had enjoyed an unrestricted, zrule free environment. It
was, 1in part, their treatment of the local aborigines, whom
they used and abused dreadfully that caused the Government to
regulate the industry. I should gualify this by stating that
not all the pearlers treated the aborigines badly, but some
definitely did. Another reason, of course, was financial, the
Government was paying for a police presence at the pearling
grounds and who better to pay for that presence than the
pearlers themselves.

With the partial depletion of the beds in Nickol Bay the
pearlers, as they were beginning to be called, began moving
further and further ncorth in their quest £for the elusive
pearl. The settlers on the land were already established at
places like Cossack and it was from there that in the 1870’'s
the fleets of pearling vessels ranged far and wide. Camps
were get up in the many creeks that offered a safe refuge
from the storms. Not only on the mainland but on the islands
as well, Places such as Barrow Island and the Monte Bello's
were regular haunts.
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The main problem the pearlers had when opening up this new
territory were the dreaded cyclones. When they hit they
decimated the fleets and <cost hundreds of 1lives. Other
problems were the tidal ranges, uncharted reefs and a huge
unlit coastline. Every wreck was replaced by other craft and
for every missing seaman others came forward to fill their
shoes and the whole industry was virtually self perpetuating.
Back in Perth in the mid 1870’s the public were pushing for
steam railways and eventually in March 1881 the line from
Perth to Fremantle was open for business and what a shambles
it turned out to be. Half the time the engines just wouldn’t
run and when they did it took on average 80 minutes for the
(T O

The Government was accused of everything and then some
including making it almost impossible for the river steamers
to obtain a passenger carrying licence. In February 1882 a
report appeared saying that there was only one licensed ferry
for carrying passengers on the river. She was the "LADY ORD",
a small screw steamer recently built by William Lawrence for
charter and pleasure trips about the river. However, she was
soon seen as a possible asset by a Mr Browne and he promptly
chartered her. This was to service the Alto Gardens, a
popular picnic spot with landscaped gardens. This centered on
the 0ld mill on Point Belches, now known as Mill Point, which
Mr Browne had refurbished as a lookout.

Most of the shipbuilding activity had by now switched from
Perth to Fremantle as the vessels were becoming larger and
the river was still blocked by the rocky bar across the
mouth.

This is another case of Government inactivity as plans for a
decent harbour had been mooted from almost the time of the
first settlement and every time a new plan was proposed it
was thought highly of but was then quietly shelved. Similarly
with the bar. The first attempts at removing it were made in
1847 but it still took another 4G years for the job to be
done.

For the barge and ferry owners the bar was a curse as in any
sort of weather it became impassable and many a fine vessel
came to grief trying to enter the river on a blowy day. In
fact the government were forced to mount a lifeboat in davits
on the o©ld North Bay jetty at the instigation of the local
Fremantle businegsmen and shipowners.

With the ferries unable to legally transport passengers they
were either made redundant and scrapped or they reverted to a
cargo carrying and towing service. On a couple of occasions
Randell, Xnight & Co. owners of most of the steamers were
prosecuted for taking guests for a run on the river and out
to see ships at anchor. Strangely though, when they carried a
picnic party of children from Perth to Freshwater RBRay for a
days outing this was conveniently overlooked. Mr Randell even
charged the gkipper of the Government cutter for carrying
passengers when he transported the Governor, hisg wife and
their retinue to their summer residence on Rottnest Island.
The main shipyards at Fremantle were situated about the mouth
of the tunnel and the South Jetty with some others along
Fitzgerald Terrace (now the Esplanade}. There were a number
of 100 ton and over schooners and brigs built along the
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seafront but generally speaking they were mostly under 100
tons. The largest class of vessel built in the colony, apart
from the two masted pearling schooner, was the cutter.

There were also a sprinkling of"Dandys" amongst these early
vessels but they were mainly used in the river trade.
Probably the largest vessel ever built in W.A. in this first
one hundred years was of the 200 ton mark. It would appear
that we fell far behind the Eastern Colonies in our ambitions
to become self reliant in coastal shipping as the contracts
for coastal shipping went to Adelaide and Melbourne Companies
and the biggest export, timber, was controlled from the East
by the Aadelaide based companies of James C Port and M.C.
Davies. Similarly, most of the land companies and major
holdings in this state were controlled from overseas or from
the eagt. Nor did the pearling industry escape. Almost all
the major players in this industry were outsiders.

In 1882 five vegsels, the "DAWN", "HARRIET", "AMY", "PEARL®
and “WATER LILY" discovered a huge and very rich bank of
shells near Roebuck Bay and this was to be the cause for the
founding of Broome. The pearlers always looking for a handy
place to careen their craft and to relax set up the first
camp in Dampier Creek and so the town became established.

An important event occurred during 1888 when Charles Walker,
a boat builder, newly arrived from Sydney, was given a
contract to build a pearling vegsel and part of his
instructions wasg to spare no expense., Up to this time the
luggers were fairly spartan with only two bunks aft and the
crew making do in the fore part of the hatch. With their
standing lugsail rig and large beam they were rather slow and
cumbersome to handle., It is not certain just when the term
lugger became the norm when describing this type of craft but
the name first appears as a descriptive term on wvegsel
registration certificates during 1887. Strictly speaking
though there were three types of rig in general usage on
these early craft and these were ketch, standing lugsaill and
schooner. With Walker’s advent he changed the shape of the
hull, not by much, but enocugh to give her finer lines. To
partner this he then changed the rig from the two masted
lugsail to a two masted schooner. From the concemporary
reports it would appear that the old hands in the pearling
industry scoffed at the change, declaring that it would never
work. Yet, within twelve months, Walker had orders for three
more vessels and owners and skippers were clamouring for
changes to be made to their vessels. Just a small change that
gave an extra couple of knots and added immensely to the
manoeuvrability is all it took to change the face of the
industry. A& change that stayed right to the end.

It should perhaps be noted that the type of vessel being
digscugsed in the previous paragraphg is the Broome or Nor-
Wester type. The Shark Bay fishery evolved their own special
version, which was smaller and much shallower in draft as
their methods of fishing was dredging over shallow banks on
the drift. They were a very simple craft about 24 to 30 feet
long with a flush deck, generally single masted cutter rigged
and fitted with a centre board. The two most prelific
builders of thege craft appear to be Tommy Rann and the Mews
boys at Fremantle. These vessels were registered with the
local Marine and Harbours and Fishery Departments.
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The next major occurrence in the shipbuilding industry came
around the turn of the century when prices for shell rose
dramatically. All of a sudden there was big money to be made
and everyone wanted a part of it. This was the most intensive
and active period in the history of pearling. To cater for
the demand for vessels everyone who could swing an adze and
hammer a nail suddenly became a shipwright. To illustrate the
numbers of vessels built in this period and this is only a
list of the registered vessels, I quote,

1899, 11 craft built.
1900, 19 craft built.
1901, 16 craft built.
1902, 42 craft built.
1903, 103 craft built.
1904, 50 craft built.
1905, 16 craft built.
1906, 23 craft built.
1907, 20 craft built.

Making a total of 300 vessels, almost all two masted pearling
schooners built in this nine year period and almost all of
them were built at Fremantle.

In 1905 the Broome pearling fleet numbered 357 licensed
boats, some of which had come from the eastern states when
Robinson & Norman and Clarke shifted their operations from
Thursday Island to the North West.

Another fact that becomes clear is that wvirtually no iron
ships were ever built in this state. There was the odd one
that was imported from England and reassembled here such as
the dredge "BLACK SWAN" the steam ferry "LADY STIRLING" and a
couple of other ferries and launches but ninety nine per cent
of all our ships and bcats were wooden.

They were built from a variety of timbers both local and
imported. There was of course, Swan River Mahogany or Jarrah,
Tuart, White Gum, Spotted Gum, Karri and Marri. Of imported
timbers there were Cedar, Pine, Singapore Mahogany and Oak.
Most of the Jarrah used in the local industry came from the
area south of Fremantle and inland from Rockingham and
Woodman'’s Point. This aspect of the industry was controlled
in the main by only a few families who cut under contract to
the shipbuilders. There is a story of a Perth builder who,
wanting a few more crooks to complete a hull, snuck up into
King’s Park in the middle of the night so as to complete the
job on timet! Crooks in beoats are the naturally formed bends
in trees and once planed, form the ribs of the vessel.

From Edward Howson’s Jjob book we find that he built a two
masted schooner for Arthur Male during 1902, The vessel’s
name was "MARITANA" and she was pretty much the standard type
of vessel being built for the industry of that day. To show
the costs involved, I gquote,

Material for lugger No.5%, name "MARITANA",

1802, started May 13th, 19802.

May 2; Paid W. Armstrong for crooks; 2-12-00.
May 10; Paid T. Smith for crooks; 7-17- 6.
May 14; Paid W. Armstrong for crooks; 2- 8- 6.
May 21; Paid Millar Bros for timber; 3-12- 9.
May 22; Paid ingsurance on lugger No.5 18- 9.
May 24; Paid C. Anderson, making bolts; 1- 2- 6.

May 131; Paid C. Anderson, making bolts; 1- & 00.
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June 21; Paid F. Hudson, for sails and rigging, 6-00-00.

July 2; Paid Millar Bros for materials; 26-18- 6.
July 11; Paid smelters for ballast; 1-00-00.
July 21; Paid F. Hudson for sails and rigging; 26-00-00.
July 23; Paid W. Andrews for iron work; 18- 6- 6.
July 23; Paid J & W Bateman for material; 30-16- 9.
July 23; Paid J. Ferguson for material; 29-15-00.
July 23; Paid F. Instore for two tanks; 10- 5-00.
July 23; Paid Guthrie & Co., for material; 15- 7- 1.
July 26; Paid W. Murray for wood turning; 1-12- 4.
Aug 6; Paid R. Mews for dinghy; 8-00-00.
Total cost of material. 193-19- 2.
Total cost of wages. 127- 8- 6.
Total cost of lugger. 321- 7- 8.
Quoted Price. 340-00-00.
Profit, 27-12- 4.
Extras. 9-00-00.

The wages break down as fcollows, the foreman received one
pound eighteen shillings and sixpence per week and the
tradesmen shipwrights received one pound two shillings per
week. Overtime was available and was paid although some of
the payments may not have met with tax office approval. One
of them states, Paid Capt Laurie 1 case of whiskey, overtime
paid !!!

Gradually the pearling industry went into a decline and the
boat builders turned their attention to the pleasuré boat
market. There had always been a certain amount of interest in
this side of the industry but it appears to have taken on
more significance about the turn of the century with the
advent of the marine motor and the publication of yachting
and boating magazines.

The first motor-boat appeared in Western Australian waters in
1895 and was powered by a two cylinder, 5 H.P. Priestman
kerosene engine. The boat was owned by Sir James Lee Steere.
The first motor-boat actually built in W.A. was the "GLADYS™"
a 35 foot boat built by George McCarter during 1897 at his
yard at the foot of Barrack Street for the River Ferry
Company and was only the third wmotor powered vessel in W.A.
She wasg also the first power driven ferry plying between
Perth and South Perth. Her engine was a 5 H.P. Capitaine. By
1903 she had been sold and was in use at Albany.

Ferries, once again, became an important part of the river
gscene about thisg time with the spread of suburbs and services
were established to ©places 1like Applecross, Melville,
Claremont and South Perth. Jetties were being established at
picnic sites and especially at weekends the ferries were
fully utilised.

Of course as well as the river there were trips to Garden
Island and Rottnest during the summer months and large
ferriegs such as the "MANXMAN", "ZEPHYR" and "WESTRALIAN" were
kept very busy transporting the revellers.

Boat building in Perth now became the centre for vyachts and
all classes of pleasure boats with the yards being on the
toreshore between Barrack Street and Mill Street. Fremantle
mainly catered for commercial craft although a few pleasure
boats were built there. The shipwrights themselves though
were finding other places to build their boats and were
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taking to the suburbs. Richmond, North Fremantle, Mosmans,
Claremont, Nedlands, Canning, South Perth and Guildford were
all boat building centres and in the country areas they
operated from Swan Point, Beagle Bay, Broome, the Lacepedes,
Cossack, Onslow, Carnarvon, Geraldton, Bunbury, Busselton,
Hamelin Bay, Denmark and aAlbany.

As well as boat and ship building the shipwrights undertook a
large amount of ship repair business and some of them
actually specialised in this field. The jobs ranged from
repairing storm ravaged vessels to fitting out the holds of
cargo carriers to receive their cargoes.

One of the more unusual of their occupations came in the
convict days. When the ship arrived and the convicts had been
discharged shipwrights were sent on board to strip the holds
of the partitioning that had been used to make the prisoners
quarters. On one such occasion the body of a new born child
was discovered wrapped in blood stained rags behind the
panelling. When reported the shipwright was ordered to toss
the body out of the stern windows. An inquiry was held into
the affair but as usual nothing came of it as nobody knew or
could remember anything.

Shipwrights when given a contract to build a boat or ship
were usually given a set of directions which outlined the
shape the wvessel was to take, taking into consideration the
usage of the vessel. Sometimes they were also given a drawing
or side view showing what was required and the shape and
positioning of the rig the wvessel was to carry. More often
than not though a broad outline of the work the vessel was to
do and the size range was given to the builder who then
created a half model of the hull.

This was then shown to the prospective owner who indicated
any changes he desired. When the model was finally approved
the builder would then take off the lines and commence
building. As can be seen from the description of the building
of the "MARITANA" naturally grown timbers were used for the
crooks whereas from about the 1920‘s steam bent laminates
became popular.

Prior to and during the first world war their was a downturn
in the pearling industry and this didn’t pick up until about
1923. Once again there was a demand for vessels but this time
most of them were built at Broome and mostly by Japanese
shipwrights who had come to Broome and other North West Ports
under contract. Some timber was cut locally, such as the
Kajibut, {(or Cadjebut), but most was imported from the
southern areas.

Whilst the boom in pearling was going on one shouldn’t forget
that the general fishing industry based around Fremantle and
Geraldton was also undergoing great changes. With the advent
of ice and refrigeration and the influx of Europeans with
their fishing expertise, the design of their boats was also
changing. The hull shape began to take on sgome of the
distinctive features found on the Mediterranean fishing
vessels and the shipwrights had to adapt to the changes
required by this new breed of fisherman.

The pleasure boat market also was forever changing as owners
were seriously competing for line honours and speed, motor
boats were required to go faster and were to be more
luxurious than their rivalg. With magazines expressly aimed
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at the boat owner urging him or her to update their hull and
equipment and with weekly reports on the results of the
various races around the yacht clubs the owner was constantly
being reminded that someone else had a better and faster boat
than he or she had. The boat builders themselves used their
advertising to promote this fact and gain extra business.

In thig the first one hundred years of the settlement of the
Swan River Colony there has been some enormous changes,
industrially and socially and the shipwright has had to keep
pace with them all. Settlement, exploration, trade and
commerce all depended on the shipwrights skills and through
their efforts kept this state afloat.

Author’s note :-
Due to the historical period in which this work is written
all the measurements quoted are Imperial

Thus,
Nautical Measurements.

1 nautical mile = 1.852 kilometres = 6080 feet.
1 cable = 185.313 metres = 608 feet.
1 fathom = 1.8288 metres = 6 feet.
Linear Measurements.
1 mile = 1.6093 kilometres = 1760 vyards.
1 chain = 20.1168 metres = 22 yards
1 vard = 0.9144 metres = 3 feet.
1 foot = 30.479 cms = 12 inches.
12 inches = 25.3995 mms.
Weight Measurements.
1 ton = 1.016 metric tons = 2240 pounds
1 cwt = 50.8 kilograms = 112 pounds.

16 ounces.

1 pound = 0.454 kilograms
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Beach; Captain M Mews of Ardross; Mr H Peden, (deceased) of
Victoria Park; Mr B Rann of South Perth; Mrs N Grainger of
Como; Mrs L Thompson of Waikiki; Ms G Kuchling of Carlisle;
Mr A Barrington of Belmont; Mrs Z Boalch of Scouth Perth; Ms B
Higgins of Mt Lawley; Ms (G Olsen of Bayswater; Mrs B
Richardson of Kardinya; Ms C Ranson of Buckland Hill; Mr B &
R Hicks of Cannington; Mr L Cooper of Falmyra; Mr R Richards;
Mr I, Wrightson of Winthrop; Mr E Howson of South Perth; Mrs P
Butson of Rivervale; Mr R Arbuckle of Warwick; Mr H Jarman of
Dalkeith; Mr A Wolfe of Albany; Mr B Garton-Smith of
Claremont; Mr N Tanner of Guildford; Mr Smith of Hamilton
Hill.

I also owe an enormous thank you to the volunteer gtaff of
the Royal Western Australian Historical Society at Nedlands,
the Australian Archives at Bentley, the Librarian of the
Australian Customs Service, Fremantle, the staff of the
family history section of the Fremantle City Library, South
Perth City Council’s Heritage House, Broome’s Pearl Coast
Museum, the Battye Library, Perth, the staff of the Fremantle
Maritime  Museum and anybody else who  has given me
encouragement and support in completing this most enjoyable
of tasks. I hope I have done justice to your ancestors.

Thig book is dedicated to my family and friends.
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The Boat and Ship builders of Western Australia,

1828 - 1929,

ADAMS, Gabriel, of Perth.

He was born in England (date unknown) and after arriving in
Western Australia he married Julia Watson and they had three
children, two of whom died at an early age. He was first
listed as a shipwright in the W.A. Almanac in 1869 but had
worked at his trade prior to that.

His shipbuilding yard was on the foreshore in Perth just to
the west of William Street. During 18639 he built the two
masted schooner "ADUR" of 25 tons, (which he also owned} and
this vessel was registered as No.l in 1870 and her registered
number was 61093. The vessel was used to carry supplies along
he South East coast for Forrest’s expedition to South
Bustralia.

The next vessel known to have been built by Adams was a
cutter of sixteen to eighteen tons adapted for pearling in
the North-West. She was named the "CLARICE", 0O/No.61104, and
was a two masted schooner. S8She was, according to the
register, built in partnership with George Budd.

Gabriel Adams seems to have built his last vessel with the
launch of the "CLARICE" as he then became a pearler himself.
He later drowned off the Queensland coast and his widow then
ran a drapers shop in Perth.

References Advertisement in "Inquirer", 12/4/1971.
W.A. Almanac, shipwright, 1869.
The Herald Almanac, 1871.
Register of Britigh Ships, Australian Archives.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

ADAMS, Henry Melville, of Bunbury.

He was born in 1823 in England and was a ship’s carpenter who
deserted from the American whaling barque "EAGLE" at
Dunsborough some time during 1848. He married in 1860, Mary
Anne Smith, (born at Augusta, 1835) and they were to have ten
children.

He allegedly built a coastal schooner at Bunbury during 1849
and then in July 1850 was reported to be building a boat for
Benjamin Jackson. From the contemporary newspaper we read,
"on the é&th inst the vessel which has been in the course of
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construction at Bunbury for some months past was launched in
the presence of rather a limited number of spectators. She
was christened the "UNKNOWN" by Miss Emma Adams, daughter of
the owner, and in the opinion of our correspondent, without
any exception, the finest model he has sgeen built in any of
the Australian colonies.

The workmanship 1is quite equal to any exhibited from Port
Arthur to Sydney. The vessel is about 54 tons burden.

In the following week’s edition the story is that the launch
was bungled, the vessel having stuck on the slips, and that
it took another six days for the vessel to be securely
anchored in deep water to be fitted out. :
Later he worked at Yelverton’s timber station at Quindalup
and then became a farmer near Yallingup. In the mid 1860‘s he
employed many ticket-of-leave men from the convict
establishment. Henry Melville Adams died on the 18/5/1875,

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Eriksocn.
Perth Gazette, 16/8/1850, 23/8/1850.

ADAMS, J. of Fremantle.

Possibly this man is the son of H.M. Adams as a Joseph Henry
was born during 1862.

The only references to him are contained in the Herald
Almanac where he is listed as a boatbuilder during the years
1883 through to 1889%. No vessels have been identified as
having been built by this man.

He later farmed at Lot 80, Sussex Location near Busselton,
where his father also owned property.

References..The Herald Almanac, 1883 to 188%9.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

ALLISON, R, of Cossack.

There is only one reference to this man and as there are no
vessels known to have been built by him it is presumed that
he either built dinghies and small craft or that he was
employed to repair and maintain craft for their owners.

Reference.. Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1915.

ANDERSON, Adolf, of Broome.

Nothing is known of this man persconally but it is known that
he was a shipwright working at Broome from at least 1208
until 1920. There are no registered vessels that I can
attribute to him so presumably he was employed by one of the
larger pearling companies such as Streeter & Males to
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maintain their fleet of luggers and possibly build some small
craft,

References. .Western Australia Towns Directory, 1918.
Wise’s P.0Q. Directory, 1909 - 1920.

...................

ANDERSON, Peter, of Perth.

Nothing biographically is known of this builder except that
he was foreman and later partner with the boatbuilder, George
McCarter. Between them:. they built a wvessel named the
"MAYFLOWER". He 1is not known to have built any craft in his
own right but probably built dinghies and other small river
craft.

References. .Swan and Canning River Wrecks, C. Scrimshaw.
Yachting and Motor-boat Annuals, 1902/13.

ANDQO, Heizo, of Cossack.

Heizo was born in the wvillage of Kii, near Wakayama on the
Island of Honshu in Japan. He arrived in Western Australia in
June 1898. The only references to him are contained in the
Directories and the Boat Builder's Certificate for the
pearling lugger "DULCY".

Apart from boat building he is also listed as being a
fisherman, working out of Cossack.

The entries in the directories show that he was a resident
and shipwright at Cossack from at least 1912 to 1924 and the
certificate states :-

Cogsack, April 15th 1914.

I, the undersgsigned, have this day handed over to Messr’s
Muramats a bhoat of about thirteen tong built by me for them
all charges for which have been paid in full by the said J &
S Muramats. signed H. Ando.

The two masted schooner "DULCY", 0O/No.131681, of ¢.5 tons had
a length of 36ft, a breadth of 11.8ft and a depth of 5.25ft
and was of the type that was most common in the North West
pearling fleets. She was sold overseas in 1932,

As well as building this vessel he probably was also involved
in the repairs and maintenance of the many pearling schooners
that used the port of Cossack.

References. .Boat Builders Certificate, Australian Archives.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Wise’s P.0O. Directory, 1912 - 1924.

ARBUCKLE, Rcobert Henry, of Perth.
This man’s father c¢came out to Western Australia as a

Pensicner Guard with the Convict Department and wasg at one
point in his career stationed at Government House. It wag
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Shipbuilding certificates issued by two of the Japanese
shipwrights in the North-West.



South Perth Boatbuilding
and Pleasure Boat €o.,

CCODE STREET, JETTY, SGUTH PERTH.

SAILING and ROWING BOATS for HIRE by the Hour, Day, or Week, al
Reasonuble Rates.

Camping and Picnic Parties specially catered for.

Prices given for Repairs, Alterations, and every description
of Boatbuilding.
Srrcial Faciniries ror Srorixe Yacnrs pummse WiNTek Mowrns.
TERMS MODERATE.

Sailing Boats and Rowing Skiffs FOR HIRE,

Also 0Oil Launch. Reasonable Terms.
HHE{RN and QUIGLEY,

(Late H ARNOLD)
Foot of WILLIAM STREET.

Summer Drinks for Sale. PERTH.

SWHH RIVER BOATING ESTABLISHMENT

(Late H. Arpold)

Foot of WILLIAM STREET, PERTH. -
W, AHERN, Manager.

Sailing and Rowing Boats for Hire, also Oil Launch.
' TrrMs KREASONABLE.

Every description of Repairing Wark, Painting and Cleaning
' done on shortest notice and at moderate prices.

Launch Repairs our Specialty. Summer Drinks tor Sals.
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here that Robert Henry was born. After he had finished his
schooling he worked at wvarious Jjobs and eventually began
building yachts and dinghies for himself as well as others.
He started his own boat hire business towards the causeway
end of the ¢ity in the late 1890’s and used to hire boats to
the miners coming down to Perth from the goldfields for their
holidays. Robert Henry’s son, Henry Robert wasg following in
his fathers footsteps but unfortunately as the result of an
accident he was rendered completely blind.

There were no registered boats built by this father and son
combination but they were registered in the yacht clubs. One
of their creationg is on display at the Historig¢ Boat Museum
at B shed in Fremantle.

References. .W.A. Almanac, 1899, listed as a boat builder.
Personal history as supplied by Mr Arbuckle.

....................

ARATA, Otojiro, of Broome.

He was born in 1876 and arrived at Broome as an indentured
worker during 1896. He was employed as a carpenter/shipwright
up until he left Western Australia during April 1937.

One reference gives the spelling of his first name as Otojiro
however he signed the boat building certificate O Togiro.

He was working at Broome in the 1920's and 30’s as he began
the job of rebuilding the unregistered lugger "FLORRIE" for a
Mr W Taylor of Broome which became a long process as he began
in July 1925 and completed the job during 1931.

In 1934 he built another lugger as follows :-

I, O Togiro Arata, of Broome 1in the state of Western
Australia, shipwright, hereby certify that I am the builder
of the ketch "MOSQUE". I estimate the tonnage as 18.55
tons, the ketch was built at Broome for and on account of
Bramagha Maidin of Brcoome W.A.

signed at Broome this 25th day of January 1934, 0 Togiro
Arata.

References. .Boat Buillders Certificate, Australian Archives.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Agsian Immigrants to Western Australia, Atkinson.

ARNQLD, Henry, of South Perth.

Biography not known.

References begin with his listing in the Herald Almanac of
1893 ags a boatbuilder and continues through te 18%96. The
listing then continues in the Post Office Directory from 1897
to 1899. In the rate books of the City of South Perth for
1902 he 1is listed as a boatman with his residence in Harper
Terrace, South Perth, (Neo.7 of lot 52). In 1902 he sold his
business to Ahern & Quigley.



Jeremiah Asquith,
Shipbuilder of Guildford.
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With the sale of the business Henry moved to Smith’s Mill and
became an orchardist

Probably built dinghies and small river craft for his hire
business as no regigstered wvessels are attributed to him.

References. .Post Office Directory, 1897 to 1899
The Herald Almanac, 1893 to 1896,
City of South Perth, rate books.

...................

ASQUITEH, Jeremiah, of Guildford & Perth.

Jeremiah was born at Newcastle, N.S.W. on the 31/10/1863 and
after he finished his schooling he was apprenticed to
Callan’s Shipyard at Stockton, a suburb of Newcastle, After
becoming a tradesman, he designed and supervised the
construction of several steam ferries which plied the local
waters around Newcastle. Two of the ferries were the
"ADELINE" and the "ROSE". Tiring of the shorebound life and
seeing the forests of tall ship’s masts all around him every
day he signed on one of them as ship’s carpenter. The vesgsel
carried coal to the West coast of the United States and
Canada and returned with lumber. He eventually arrived in
Western Australia during 1895 and set up a shipyard on the
banks of the Swan River at West Guildford. The actual site is
on the river side of Daylesford Street at the foot of Anstey
Road and his residence was in Surrey Road.

Almost immediately he received his first contract. This was
from the Swan River Shipping Company for a cargo barge to be
towed. It was completed in 1896 and was named "GUILDFORD",
0/No.120015. The vessel’s length was 96.2ft and had a breadth
of 20.5ft and a depth of 6.75ft. To launch this vessel, the
largest ever built on the upper reaches of the river, posed a
problem but not nearly as big a problem as how to get her
downstream and under the bridges. Eventually she was half
filled with sand and any other junk, anything to weigh her
down and thus was got under the bridge. She was then taken to
Coffee Point, at the mouth of the Canning River, to be
completed for her river role.

After a long career being towed up and down the river and out
into Gage’s Roads, she was finally disposed of by being sunk
on the Eastern side of Garden Island on the 1/4/1941. From
further research it was discovered that contrary to the
information on the registration certificate Jeramiah had a
partner during the construction of the "GUILDFORD". The
partner was Robert Wrightson, a long time Fremantle
Shipbuilder who went into this one off contract in the later
stages of his life.

The next wvessel known to be built was the two masted schooner
"LEIGHTON", 0O/No.118986, her dimensions were 39 x 13 x 5ft
and was built for Doctor Hicks of Fremantle during 1903 as a
pearling schooner. After passing through many hands she was
wrecked at Barrengarra Creek, N.E. of Port Hedland, whilst
running for shelter from a strong gale on the 27/4/1920.

Next came "ANNIE", 0O/No.118515, another two masted schooner
of 13 tons with similar dimensions also built during 1903.
She was built for §. Jorgenson of Broome and when her
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pearling career was finished she was bought by Charles
Partridge of Geraldton to be used in the general fishing
industry. Nothing is known of her fate.

Then came "HEATH", 0/No.118523, also a two masted schooner of
15.08 tons built in 1903 for G.R. Norman of Broome. By the
start of the sgecond world war she was a part of the Streeter
& Male fleet and was destroyed by enemy action when the
Japanese attacked Broome on March 15th 1942,

Next wag "MARS", O0/No.118534, once again a two masted
schooner of thirteen tons. She was built for Walter Francis
Croft, a pearler during late 1903 and finally ended up in the
fleet belonging to Jirs Muramats working out of Darwin. Her
fate is unknown.

The sixth vessel was the "JOAN", O/No.118543, another two
masted pearling schooner built in 1903 for Stanley Piggott, a
pearler of Broome. This vessel foundered at the anchorage in
Roebuck Bay during a cyclone and was totally lost on the
19/12/1910 with the loss of two lives. Mr H. Bardwell was
Master.

The last vessel that he built at Guildford was the "SWALLOW",
0/N0.119001, also a two masted pearling schooner. She was
built for Frank Dennis of Broome, also in 1903. After passing
through a number of hands her registration was cancelled on
the 4/9/1944 as the vessel was permanently requisitioned by
the Commonwealth Government under regulation 57 of the
external security act.

Jeremiah Asquith married in 1896 a Miss Freda Sealey and they
were to have three children. BAbout 1904 he c¢losed his
shipyard at Guildford and went into partnership with the
Lawrences. Their shipyard was situated at the foot of Mill
Street, Perth. There they built some of the famous "VAL"
ferries,

During the early 1930‘s he went down to Denmark in the South
West and helped the Swarbrick family to construct a ferry for
use on the 1local river. This wvesgsel was named the "LADY
WALPOLE" and after many years working the local waters she
was sailed around Cape Leeuwin and up to Perth and sghe is
still afloat at the Royal Perth Yacht Club today.

After Jeremiah’s death his boat building tools were presented
to the local primary school at Bassendean.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives
Bassendean, a socilial history, J Carter.
Boatbuilders Certificate, "GUILDFORD"

W.A. Almanac, 1898 & 1899,

Custom’s Fileg, Australian Archives.

Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

Mrs L Thompson, granddaughter. Personal history
Photographs.

...................

ASQUITH & LYNN, of Coffee Point.

The forementioned Jeremiah Asquith went intoc a one off
partnership with Robert John Lynn in 1908 to build a two
masted ketch named "QUEENIE ALICEY, 0O/N©.124998. she was of
87.12 tons and her dimensions were 95 x 24 x 7.33 ft. She was
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built on the site at Coffee Point where the Melville Park
Waters Estate Company built the "HELENA" and the "HARLEY",

R J Lynn used her as a general cargo lighter until she was
sold to the West Australian Government. Her fate is unknown.

References. .Register of British 8hips, Australian Archives.

AUDSLEY, Harry, of South Perth.

no biographical data.

As no registered vessels are attributed to him it is more
than likely that he confined himself to building small river
craft for the private market. It is known that his place of
busgsiness wag the Esplanade, South Perth and that he was still
in business there until at least 1929.

References. .Yachting and Motor-boat Annualsg, 1902/13.
Wise’'s Post Office Directory, 1924 to 1929.

BAIN, William, of Champion Bay.

He was born in 1826 and was convicted at Liverpocl, England,
in 1857 for larceny and as he had previous convictions he wag
sentenced to ten years transportation.

He arrived per the convict transport "MERCHANTMAN" on the
15/2/1862 with the number 6825. William received his ticket-
of-leave on the 16/3/1863 and his conditional pardon on the
24/4/1865.

He worked for himself (subcontracting) as a carpenter and
boat builder at Fremantle before going to Geraldton to live
and work. He was probably employed by another boat builder
named William Garrard who engaged a number of convicts at his
shipyard during the early 1860’s.

There is no evidence of any boats that were directly built by
him.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

Government Gazette, 14/3/183. nominal
list of prisoners awailting employment.

BALDWIN, F. of Fremantle.

No biographical details.

He was listed as a boat builder for four years from 1885
through to 1889 but was possibly a subcontractor at the
shipyards at Fremantle.

References. .The Herald Almanac, 1885 to 1889.
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BARMAN, J.C. of Geraldton.

No biographical details.
Listed as a boat builder in only one year and may have built
small fishing boats and dinghies.

References. .Wise’'s Post Office Directory, 1893.

BAUDITZ, Paul Carl Ludwig, of Albany and Perth.

Little biographical detail. Known to have been a carpenter at
Albany where he married Miss Amy Keyser, daughter of Charles
Keyser, carpenter of Albany in 1881.

He first began work at Albany as a carpenter but then wmoved
to Perth where he appears to have alternated between his
trade of a carpenter and that of a boat builder. There is no
record of any registered vessels having been built by him.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac from 1885 to 1889.

BELL, George, of Perth.

George was born in 1819 and arrived at the Swan River Colony
on board the “NAPOLEON" in January 1841. He married Lydia
Duffield on the 24/1/1846 and they were to have twelve
children.

The first reference to him as a boat builder comes in a
letter that he wrote to the Harbour Master when he was
replying to a request to examine the old pilot boat and found
it unserviceable. The letter is signed George Bell, boat
builder and dated 26/5/1857.

The next letter, dated 20/6/1857, queries the tender he
submitted for building the new Pilot Boat. In a letter dated
19/6/1857, the Harbour Master, James Harding, forwards the
two tenders, one from George Bell and the other from T.W.
Mews, Jun., to the Colonial Secretary with a recommendation
that the contract be given to Bell.

From the Government Gazette of 4/7/1857 we find that the
contract was awarded to Mews, however, on December 15th 1857,
George Bell was given a contract to caulk and copper the Buoy
Boat for the sum of twelve pounds, fifteen shillings.

The letter of 20/1/1858 states that George Bell was called
upon to execute urgent repairs to the pilot boat which had
gsustained damage whilst going alongside "SUCCESS" in heavy
weather.

The C.S.R. letter dated 5/5/1859% from George Clifton to the
Colonial Secretary states that he requires a new boat to
replace the one smashed up during his late trip to the North
and that the job should be given to George Bell, also that
the boat supposedly being built by the Royal Engineers should
also be built by Bell.

By 1863 George had retired from boat building and had
accepted a position as foreman in the Public Works Department
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and in a letter that he wrote to the Clerk of Works on the
31/7/1863 he explains that when he inspected the chimneys at
Government House he found them seriously damaged due to the
staff 1lighting huge fires early in the morning without
letting the bricks warm up slowly.

On the 21/4/1874 George wrote gaying that his services were
no longer required and he was finding it difficult to obtain
work and with a large family to support may the Government
see their way to awarding him a gratuity. Unfortunately his
plea for help went to deaf ears.

George returned at his advanced age to beoat building and in
1874 tendered to build two boats for the Police Services at
Shark’s Bay and Port Walcott according to plang and
specifications, delivering the same complete in Perth in
three months from the acceptance of tender.

From the last letter in this collection it would seem that
George was of the old school as the Colonial Secretary, in
writing to Frederick Barlee says, "the ideas of beoat builders
here are all of a past age. Mr Bell’s model is as good as any
that they are likely to make, a clipper is not needed and I
should give her a little more beam aft of amidships and she
would make a very useful and tidy boat. The herring-tail aft
of yachts in the early part of the century is guite exploded,
no clipper nowadays has it and I don’t see why our buoy boat
should."

George Bell passed away on the 29/11/1908 after a long and
fruitful life.

References. .The Herald Almanac, 1875 to 1878
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Colonial Secretaries Records,
vol, 382/79 ; 382/99 ; 382/100 ; 430/215
Vol, 433/62 ; 525/77 ; 761/14 : 769/126
Vol, 769/206

...................

BELL, James, of Fremantle.

Born 1821, married, ship’s carpenter and literate. He was
convicted at Edinburgh in 1859 for housebreaking. Asg he had
previous convictions he was sentenced to twenty one years

transportation.
He arrived at Western BAustralia on board the convict
transport "PALMERSTON" on the 11/2/1861, {No.5727) and

received his ticket-of-leave, 27/7/1863 and his conditional
pardon on the 18/3/1871.

As far as can be ascertained he worked for himself as ship’s
carpenter and boat builder at Fremantle, Vasse and Perth.

In 1878 he fell by the wayside again and was apprehended by
the police and charged with breaking into the warehouse of
Habgood, Absolom & Co at Fremantle.

He appeared in court on the 17/7/1878 and pleaded guilty to
the charges of breaking and entering and stealing. After all
the evidence was put forward the magistrate sentenced him to
a further seven years penal servitude.
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He is not recorded as having built a registered vessel but
probably worked for others in their shipyards.

By 1883 he was a tenant in No.1 of six cottages built on Lot
37 Mouat Street, Fremantle.

References..The Herald Almanac, from 1875 to 1882.
Fremantle City Council rate books.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Inquirer, 17/7/1878,

...................

BELL, James, of Mamndurah.

He was born in England in 1821 and arrived at the Swan River
Colony as a crew member of the Royal Naval Vessel, H.M.S.
DRIVER. He deserted the ship on the 4/12/1845. On the
12/11/1847 he married Jane Green, who had arrived as an
orphan in 1837. They raised a family of eight children.

His early career in W.A. was as the Ferryman at Mandurah and
ship’s carpenter. In a letter dated 18/3/1866, James Bell
states that he had taken the ferryboat out of the water and
was repalring it. He goes on to state the nature of the
repairs he was undertaking. At its completion the work was
found to be well done.

As an adjunct to his ferrying work he was building dinghies
and other swall craft at Jim Jam on the Murray River upstream
from Mandurah. Later he farmed at Rockingham and during the
1860’s he built the Rockingham Hall and school.

During 1868 he travelled up to Cossack and whilst there gave
evidence to an enquiry in his capacity as a boat builder.
Shortly after he returned South to Rockingham and in 1876 he
was the person who alerted the authorities to the escaping
Fenians on the "CATALPA".

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Colonial Secretaries Records,
Vol. 579/235 & Vol. 646/127.

...................

BENSON, Michael James, of Fremantle.

He was born at Fremantle in 1853 and on the 24/2/1886 he
married Mary Anne McCaffrey at the Perth Church of England
and they became the parents of five children. He was listed
in the records between 1880 and 1889 as variously, a
carpenter at Perth, a Fremantle boatbuilder and a carpenter
at Fremantle.

He is not known te have built any vessels on his own account
80 he more than likely worked for the established builders.

References..W.A. Almanac, 1880 through to 1889.
Dicticnary of West Augtraliang, Erikson.
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BEST, Henry Thomas, of Cossack.

Little is known of this man apart from the fact that his
wife’s name was Emma Maria. He began his known career at
Fremantle where between 1867 and 1868 he employed seven
ticket-of-leave men, mostly boatmen and a carpenter. In
early 1869 he moved to Cossack, where his wife joined him.
While there he 1is listed as a ship’s carpenter. One can
agssume that he was fired up by the pearling fever and that he
built his own vesgel to engage in that industry and also
worked at repairing other boats. He died at Derby on the
4/12/1883, leaving his widow 650 pounds.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1872 to 1875.

...................

BIRNIE, Alexander, of Broome.

He was one of the largest fleet owners in the Broome pearling
industry and he is credited with being the builder of four
pearling schooners at Broome, namely, "DORAY and "M,.S.W." in
1898, "PEGGY" in 1%03 and "CULVULLA" algo in 1503. It is
most unlikely that he perscnally built these craft as he
was more of a businessman and a financier even though he did
occasionally go out on his schooners. What is more likely is
that during the layup periods he had his crews, under the
guidance of a shipwright, construct these vessels. However,
as the ship’s registration papers list him as the builder,
it is right that he be included in this list.

References. .Register of British Ships, BAustralian
Archives.

...................

BISHOP, W. of Fremantle.

On the 20/4/186% Mr Bishop won a contract to supply a dinghy
and fittings for 15 pounds to be used in the Government
service. Whether or not he actually built this dinghy himself
or purchased it for resale is not kneown, however from the
wording it would appear that he wag the builder. Of the man
himself unfortunately nothing is known.

References. .Government Gazette, 20/4/1869.

...................

BLOOM, Charles,. of Fremantle.

Born in England in 1831 he wag convicted at Bath in 1847 for
stealing a fixture and as he had previous convictions he was
sentenced to ten years transportation. He arrived on board
the convict transport "MARION" on the 31/1/1852 (No.1179%)
and received his ticket-of-leave on the same day. His pardon
came through in July 1860 but he was reconvicted for forging
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and uttering and was sentenced to a further five vyears.
His number then became 5885. His next ticket-of-leave was
granted on the 28/10/1864. He worked at both Fremantle and
Busselton as a carpenter and shipwright working for others
There is no record of any craft built by him alone.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

BLYTH, Alexander, of Fremantle.

This shipwright was another who appears to have been in the
business only during the boom times of shipbuilding at
Fremantle., In the period 1901 to 1903 he resided at B.7.
Yilgarn street, Fremantle. There are no known boats we can
find that were built by this man and it is assumed that he
was an employee of a shipyard.

Reference. .Fremantle City Council rate books.

-------------------

BOARDMAN, James, of Fremantle.

He arrived at the Swan River Colony on the 8/5/1830 on the
brig "JAMES" as the indentured servant to James Edwards, boat
builder, and they were employed by W. H. Manning.

When Edwards died on the 15/6/1830 Boardman and his
accomplice William Wilson took charge of his belongings and
promptly sold them and decamped to Tasmania.

See entry for James Edwards for further information.

Not known to have buillt boats but possibly began to build
river boats for Mannings ventures.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 24/159.

BOBIN. Joseph, of Fremantle.

Joseph was born in Deptford, London in 1805 and after his
schooldays were over he was apprenticed as a ship’s carpenter
at the Deptford Naval Dockyard. Passing out of his time he
continued to work at the dockyard for five years before he
decided to make a new life for himself and his wife, Mary
Anne, {(nee Chamberlain).

When they arrived at Fremantle on the 25/1/1830 aboard the
"EAGLE" they were listed as the séervants of Mr Pratt. They
were to have three children after they arrived.

During his career he is variously listed as a carpenter or a
ship’s carpenter and later he also became a boat owner. His
five roomed residence was on lot 147 Beach Street, Fremantle.
The earliest reference to him as a boat kbuilder appears when
he appeared in a court case concerning Edwards and Manning



Joseph Bobin, Shipwright of Fremantle.
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and he was summonsed as a witness to give evidence in his
capacity as a boat builder. For more information see the
entry under J. Hokin.

Unfortunately no record exists of Joseph actually having
built a boat but it is more than likely that he built the
small river craft that he was later to own and operate
successfully on the Swan River. It is known however, that he
at least repaired vessels, as, in a letter to the Colonial
Secretary on the 6/3/1855, Joseph writes,

ST the undersigned hereby tender to perform the
undermentioned repairs required to the Colonial Government
cutter, wviz, new hatches, caulk all over inside and out, one
half new mouldings, eight feet pine plank above copper,
thirty feet of covering board 4 x 1 inches, piece of plank in
way of bowsprit shroud bolt; small piece of plank starboard
bow; new chock and plate, hawse pipe; new stern sheet board
six feet long; new quarter piece; inside 1lining of ceamings
of hatches want repairing, and to find all materials; twelve
pounds, ten shillings,

signed Joseph Bobin.

The next letter we have of Joseph’s and dated 22/1/1857 is
one from the Harbour Master at Fremantle who states that the
buoy boats bottom is foul and needs heaving down, also the
decks need caulking and he recommends Joseph Bobin to do the
work. The last letter we have concerning this man is dated
29/5/1862 in which Joseph, writing to the Colonial Becretary
says, that his lot in Beach Street 1is gradually being eroded
away by the Westerly gales causing the seas to wash almost to
his back door and requests that a breakwater be constructed.
Because of the amount of assets he had accumilated by 1860 he
was then gualified to become a juror. He died at Fremantle on
the 4/2/18659.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Fremantle City Council rate books.
Colonial Secretaries Records Vol 330/57
Vol 382/10
Vol 493/289.

BRAEKES, Samuel, cf Freshwater Bay.

Samuel was born on 5/11/1815 and when mwarried with two
children committed a burglary. He was convicted at the
Peterborough Assizes in 1848 and was sentenced to 15 years
transportation. At the time of his trial he was described as
a semi-literate labourer. He arrived on the convict ship
"SCINDIAN", (No.26) on the 1/6/1850 and received his ticket
of leave on the 18/6/1851 and his conditional pardon
12/8/1854.

He applied to bring his wife and children to the Swan River
Colony and they arrived on the ship "SABINA" on the
13/6/1853. In 1854 they had their third and last child, a boy
named James.

Samuel’s working life began in Western BAustralia as a
labourer at Fremantle although in the list of convicts who
arrived per “SCINDIAN'" his occupation was listed as a water
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man. (From the time the first convicts arrived at Fremantle
the Government felt it unwise to allow them to be employed in
the boating industry due to the fact that they could steal
the craft and head North to be lost in the islands of Asia)

However, by 1851 he was in his trade as a waterman and living
at Freshwater Bay where he employed a number of ticket-of-
leave men including three carpenters and one boat builder.

In a letter dated 10/3/1856 Samuel agreed to finish the
Government Buoy Boat which was begun by David Jones,
according to the plans and specifications provided, he having
represented that he was unable to finish the contract. He
also states, "I engage to finish the boat without any delay,
having sufficient men and materials at command, provided the
Government guarantee to pay me the balance due by contract,
viz, one hundred and thirty five pounds when the boat is

finished, his
Samuel X Brakes
mark
In the local newspaper, the Perth Gazette of 23/5/1856 the
paragraph says, "Mr Brake’s new Brig, building at North

Fremantle haes a large portion of her planking on. The model
is said to be one calculated for very superior sailing
qualities."

In the rival newspaper, the Inquirer of 29/10/1856 the
article reads, "we regret to hear that Mr Brakes has been
unable to launch his fine wvessel, Jjust completed, in
consequence of a sandbar having formed in the spot where,
when the vessel was first laid down, there was about 14 feet
of water. This sand bar, it is gaid, has been caused by the
construction of the breakwater built a year or two since as
there have been continual deposits from that time to the
present moment. From whatever cause this obstruction is
created, it is a matter which requires the most attentive
consideration, not only affecting seriously the prospects of
an individual, but as disadvantageously influencing an
important branch of Ccolonial enterprise. The time has arrived
when it has become absolutely necessgary for the Government to
take steps for improving our river navigation. It 1s shameful
to see the great natural highway which God has given us in
its present state. Why have we any delay in prosecuting the
work so successfully commenced by Mr Trigg? At a very
trifling expense he opened a channel to the bar and which if
widened and deepened would be sufficient te allow of the
passage of sedimentary matter which would otherwise be
deposited and form sand banks and would also permit the
ingress and egress of small vessels, thus facilitating
commercial operations and encouraging to a very great extent
the construction of small craft for Colonial traffic or for
exportation for sale."

In an advertisement placed in the newspapers early in 1857,
Samuel writes, "Schooner, "PERSEVERANCE", the undersigned,
owner of the schooner "PERSEVERANCE" begs to apprise shippers
of cargo that he will be answerable for all goods shipped for
Port Gregory, Champion Bay & etc from the time of shipment to
landing the same. The act of God, Queen’s enemies, fire and
all other dangers and accidents of the sea excepted. gigned
Samuel Brakes.
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Built by ¥. Brigatti. Photo. by H. F. Miller, Cottesloe.
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Unfortunately Samuel received a setback in his career when he
was charged, on the 1/4/1857 with stealing 5 blocks and 1
deadeye, the property of George Green, owner of the screw
steamer "LES TROIS AMIS", at Fremantle, second count,
feloniocusly receiving the same.

The case was prominently reported in the newspaper, the
Inquirer of 8/4/1857 with boat owners and boat builders being
called to give evidence. After a lengthy trial the suspicion
of theft fell on a man named LeBaire who had ill feelings
against Brakes and who bragged openly of '"having Brakes
lagged". However as LeBaire had quickly disappeared from the
Colony he wasn’t able to be brought to account and as the
items in question were in fact found on Brake’'s new vessel
poor Samuel was found guilty of receiving and was recommended
to mercy on account of previous good behaviour and character.
The Judge in his wigdom though sentenced him to twelve months
imprisonment with hard labour.

After his term of imprisonment, Samuel then became a
Shipowner and Mariner and at different times owned the
vessels, "NEW PERSEVERANCE", "MYSTERY", "SPECULATOR" and the
"TRIUMPH" .

Nothing more is known of Samuel Brake‘’s life except that his
wife died in Sydney in 1880 so it 1s possible that he quitted
this Colony for the Eastern States.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 360/50.
Australian Archives, Shipping Registers.
Perth Gazette, 23/8/1856.
Inquirer, 29/10/1856, Jan 1857, 8/4/1857.

...................

BRIGATTI, Frank, of South Perth.

Nothing is known of this man’s history except that which
appears in magazine articles printed early in this century.

In one of the advertisements he states that he has commenced
business at Suburban Rocad, now Mill Point Road, South Perth.
From the photograph of his boat shed and slipway it appears
to have been situated at the end of Mend Street or very close
by.

Frank’'s residence was in Lyell Street, South Perth.

The earliest intimation of his business comes in 1909 where
an article states, "The "DOROTHY" ig a good looking open
boat, designed and built by Mr Frank Brigatti, of South
Perth, being intended for public service. Her measurements
are as follows, length 36ft, beam 8.5ft, and draught 2 ft.
She has a good freeboard and 1is built of Kauri, with
Blackwood timbers, while the keel, stem and stern posts are
Jarrah. For motive power she is equipped with an ex motor car
10 to 12 horsepower Humber four c¢ylinder engine and has
accommodation for sixty passengers"

As well as this launch he also built yachts, two of whom were
"CARESS" and "MADELINE" which were both 14 footers, and many
dinghies.
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A. E. BROWN,

Ship, Yacht and Boat Builder
Elizabeth St.,, North Fremantle.

CERTIFICATED MARINE SURVEYOR.

Builder of Peari_i_né Boéts.
New Zealand Type of Scow

A Spzcizity

New Style of Double Ended
PEARLING BOAT.

Alfred Edmund Brown, Shipbuilder of Fremantle with his
wife Lillian, (nee Gibbs) and daughters at their home in
Grey Street, Fremantle,
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References..The W.A. Yachting & Motor-boat Annuals,1902/1913.

BROCKLESBY, HENRY, of Geraldton.

Born in England in 1846 he began his career as a shipwright
and at the age of eighteen he committed the crime of larceny.
His trial was held at the Northallerton Assizes in 1864 and
as he had previous convictions he was sentenced to seven
years transportation.

He arrived on the convict transport "CORONA" on the
22/12/1866, (No.9080}) and worked at both Fremantle and
Geraldton as a shipwright, obtaining his ticket-of-leave on
1/8/1868 and his conditional pardon in 1878.

As soon as his pardon was granted he left Western Australia
and returned to England on the 25/8/1878.

No vessels are directly attributed to him on his own account.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

...................

BROOKS, John, of Perth.

He was born in England in 1839 and he was a semi-literate
painter in 1860 when he was convicted in the Central Criminal
Courts in London for robbery and sentenced teo ten years
transportation.

After some time in the hulks he arrived at Fremantle aboard
the convict ship "LINCELLES" on the 2%/11/1864, (No.6093).

He gained his ticket-of-leave on the 9/1/1864 and his
conditional pardon on 25/3/1868. Apart from this the only
record of him 1is that he worked for himself, {probably
subcontracting) as a boat builder and boatman at Fremantle
and Perth.

References. .Dictionary of West Australiang, Erikson.

...................

BROWN, Alfred Edmund, of Fremantle.

Alfred was born in New Zealand, at Taupo, Bay of Islands on
22/2/1842 the son of William Payne Brown and Mary Elizabeth,
(nee Payne). He commenced his boatbuilding career at Russell,
N.Z. and in the 1880’s was given a contract to repair a
schooner for the King of Tonga. On completion of the contract
the vessel was delivered back to Tonga and Alfred was
presented with an illuminated address, which says

"To Mr A Brown, shipbuilder. Dear Sir, we wish to express to
you our thanks and high appreciation of the way in which you
have repaired the schooner, "E. ENJIBALA". We are guite sure,
not only that you have done your best, but that the finish
and excellence of your work cannot be surpassed. We are dear
sir, yours very truly, Tubou Malahi."
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Legend has it that he was also offered a Princess as a bride
but Alfred declined and decamped.

In 1886 New Zealand was suffering from a depression when news
came of a rich gold strike at Hall’s Creek in the Kimberley
region of W.A. Almost immediately there was a rush for
passages in any vessel leaving for Australia. Alfred Brown
and his partners, George Brown and William Taylor decided to
up anchor and try their luck. Their vessel was the "SOVEREIGN
OF THE SEAS" which they had built and owned. She was a
topsail schooner of about 150 tons which had won many
regattas on Auckland Harbour. With their square sails,
spankers and staysails bellying in the breezes it was a
magnificent sight to see from 15 to 20 big schooners racing
in the harbour

However it was time to leave so they engaged a Captain, a
mate and two hands and set sail to the Kimberleys. Amongst
her cargo was a thirty foot steam launch and timber enough to
construct two barges. This was because they had noticed on
the map that the Ord River flowed through Hall’s Creek and
they intended to launch the steamer, construct the barges and
tow their gear there and then use them to carry cargo up and
down the river. Imagine their feelings when they reached the
embryo Wyndham after a smart passage of five weeks to find
that the broad and ncble river shown on their map was mostly
mud half a mile from its mouth.

By the time they reached Wyndham the rush was wvirtually over
and sco the partners sailed for Fremantle, arriving there
about May 1887. On their arrival the steam launch was sold
and some of the timber was disposed of to local sghipbuilders.
This was at the time of the first big boom in the pearling
industry and realizing the potential for well built schooners
Alfred bought lot 154 in Fitzgerald Terrace, (now Marine
Terrace), and within a year had established his timber yard
and workshop and built his cottage. This was between Suffolk
and Essex Streets. The first wvessel he built in Western
Australia, which established his career, was the vyacht
"HINEMOA" which in yacht races beat anything put against her.
Thus began the career of our most prolific hoat and ship
builder.

Soon after his arrival in Fremantle he married Lillian Gibbs
daughter of the Bunbury boatbuilder and carpenter, James
Dagley Gibbs, coincidentally a distant relative of the
author.

They were to have fourteen children, twelve of whom were
stillborn. Because of his wife’s infirmity he designed,
built and patented a bedside cot for infants of which
photographs are in existence.

Although many yachts and river craft were built by Alfred in
his early years in W.A. his first registered vessel was
built during 1900. This was the two masted schooner "EVA",
0/No.102244, of 12.5 tons. Her length was 35.5ft her breadth
12.4ft and depth of hold 5.2ft. She was designed as a
pearling schooner and her design was virtually the standard
on the pearling grounds where she was s0 successful. At the
peak of his production Alfred Brown was turning out a vessel
every fortnight from his yard.

The list of Registered vessels built in the name of Alfred
Edmund Brown is as follows :-



VOLODORA.
Presivenedd ol by by AL B Browy Woiner of the Mol Cap, Boome,
For Thearhime oo raese

AURORA
Pearling liugger. Designed and built by A. E. Brown.

Holds the record Fremantle to Broome, viz., 7 days and 23 hours.

Just two of the many pearling schooners built by
Mr A.E. Brown at Fremantie.



G

A.E. Brown’s boatshed and ways at North Fremantle with
the ferry "PERTH" under construction in 1913.
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"EVA", "KARRAKATTA" , "OLIVE", YRUTH", "DONA MATILDA"™, "MARIA",
Y COMMONWEALTH" , "JANET", "LILLEE", "DON&A VERONA", "DON JOSEPH",
"DONA ELSIE", "DON PERCIVAL", "DONA FRANCIS","DON GERALD", "DON
CLARENCE", "LEXY", "ELSIE", "ARGO" , "VOLADORA" , "WELCOME" , "ANNIE",
"STRAGGLER" , "NEFTUNE" , "MADGE" , "BETTY", "WAITANGI", "PET",

"EXCHANGE", "ADA WILLIAMS", "IVYDALE", "VIVIEN", "ORCNTES",
"LUCIFER","LORNA DOONE", "MARMONT", "ROSE PETAL", "CHANTRESS",
"NETA™, "AURORA", "SOUTHERN CROSS", "VICTORY" , "EXPERIENCE",

"FLEETWING", "TI-TU", "FRAM", "VERA" , "MOLLY", "JOHN DE BAUN",
"ALBERTA", "BEDOQUT", "PETINA"Y , "PHIL", "RETREAT", "CLAUDIUS", "LA
GRANGE" ,"LA  PEROUSE", "MYRTLE ULGA", "BONZA", "HUGH NORMAN",
"TIFERA", "BRONLAN" , "BRONLON" , "NOLLIE", "PRINCESS MARY", "MOZEL"
"ROBINSON", "MOPCOKE"Y, "ROBINOR 1", "MARGUERITE ETHEL" , "BOYD",
"PATON", "HUGHIE","S.B.C.","SARAH WILLIAMS", "AUMENIC",6 "EDGAR
NORMAN" , "MOSSIE", "WANDERER 2", "GERALDTON", "CLONEN", "DIANGEN",
"TIFERA", "AUMERIC", "THE GERALD", "EXCHANGE", "OLIVE".

Apart from these which are almost exclusively pearling
luggers, Alfred Brown also designed and built barges and
river craft such as a produce boat named the "RAY". She was
built for the firm of Bateman’s of Fremantle for conveying
farm and market produce from Bull’‘s Creek to Fremantle. She
had a length of 26ft, a breadth of nearly 7ft and a moulded
depth of 3ft. Her timbers were of American Rock Elm and
planking of Jarrah below the waterline and Kauri above. Her
motive power was supplied by a 5 H.P. Union engine and she
was painted dark green with a yellow stripe.

Another of his c¢reations on the river was a firewood boat,
this wvessel travelled daily from Fremantle to the Canning
River and back with firewood for the Fremantle businesses and
residents. The boat was locaded at various points along the
Canning with 6ft baulks of timber and on the way to Fremantle
the crew would cut the timber into 15 inch blocks. The owner
of the steam driven vessel didn’'t like the idea of his crew
idling while the vessel was underway so he ingeniously
connected a circular saw to the shaft and kept them occupied
cutting wood all the way down the river. The saw dust was
allegedly good for the boiler as well.

Mr Brown’'s yard was always busy as not only was he building
vessels he was also slipping them for repairs and
alterations. In the early 1900‘s some of the pearlers began
to see the advantages of marine engines and Alfred Brown
undertook some of these conversions. The many yachts and
pleasure craft that he built were not registered as British
Ships as it was not obligatory to register ships unless they
were insured, and a lot of owners preferred to carry their
own risks, but guite a number appear on yacht club registers
while still others are listed on the Marine and Harbours

registries.
About 1910 Alfred gave up his business in Marine Terrace and
moved to Elizabeth Street, North Fremantle, where he

constructed a Jarrah slipway and erected a large building
shed of corrugated iron so that boat building ccould go on in
all weathers.

Fortunately a number of photographs survive depicting Mr
Brown’'s achievements, one in particular shows the old yard on
Marine Terrace with the steam launch "LILLA" in the
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foreground, two others show the pearling schooner "PRINCESS
MARY" undergoing sailing trials whilst others show vessels
under construction. In one of his advertisements Alfred
proudly claims to have built the "HIAWATHA" a champion rater
the "TI-TU" a steam launch, "“AURQORA" ex champion 16 footer,
(a yacht as distinct from the pearling schooner of the same
name) , "RANGITIRA"M, "KARRAKATTA™M and THINEMOA™ cruising
vachts. M"AURORA" and "VOLADORA" pearling schooners, the
"ORCHID", motor launch and the yacht "HIAWATHA".
In higs later operations at Elizabeth Street his most notable
creation was the famous two decked ferry "PERTH" and later
the conversion of the twin screw steam ferry "WESTRALIAN",
Alfred Brown, as well as being a ship builder was a noted
philanthropist and a great supporter of Sigter Kate’s
children’s home and he used to hold camps and picnics for the
children. He was also a nature lover and could entice wild
birds to sit on his hands.
0Of the many craft that he built there are three of which I
have copies of the Builders Certificate. These are "LORNA
DOONE", "FRAM" and "MOZEL TOV".
To give an example :-
I, Alfred Edmund Brown, Shipbuilder, at the Port of Fremantle
do hereby certify that the sailing vessel "LORNA DOONE" of 12
tons having been built of Jarrah and Kauri Pine, one deck and
fitted with two masts, schooner rigged, was built by me at my
vard in the year 1904 and launched on the 27/1/1904 on
account of Richards and McKay, pearlers of Broome.
I have no further claims on the said vessel.

signed, A E Brown, shipbuilder.
For all the vessels previously mentioned, Alfred Brown
probably built twice as many again. he finally retired from
business in 1921 when he sgold his shipbuilding enterprise to
the Swan River Shipping Company.
Alfred Brown passed away on December 18th 1933 at his home at
Hick Street, North Fremantle in his 71lst year.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The History of Fremantle, Hitchcock, F.C.C.1929.
Fremantle City Council Library, photo collection
and family history section.
Personal history from his descendants.
Yachting and Motor-boat Annuals, 1902-1913.
Australian Archives, shipping registers.
Newspaper articles, local and foreign.
The Herald Almanac, 1888/89.
Boat builders certificates, Australian Archives.

e L

BROWN, Edwin, cf Fremantle.

This shipwright resided at lot 8, Mandurah Road, Fremantle
from 1899 until at least 1903. It is probable that he was
employed in the Fremantle shipyards as no vessels have been
found that were built by him. It is possible that he is the
gsame man as depicted in the next entry.

Reference..Fremantle City Council rate books.
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BROWN, E.W. of Onslow.

Nothing is known of this person except that he is recorded as
being a shipwright based at Onslow from 1924 until at least
1929. He was possibly involved with the wmaintenance of the
local pearling fleet and no vessels are known to have been
built by him.

Reference. .Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1924 - 1929.

BROWN, William, Senior & Juniocr, of Fremantle,

Although strictly speaking not boat builders this father and
son combination played a big part in the shipbuilding
industry. William Senior was a shipsmith by trade, that is he
was a blacksmith who cast and made all the iron and brass
fittings for ships and boats and his son William, Junior was
a sailmaker.

William, senior, arrived in the Swan River Colony in 1851 and
shortly after his arrival he married Mary Grady and they were
to have thirteen children. His first known occupation was
that of Coxswain of the Water Police boat and then a
shipsmith, (around 1878). Later, in his advertisements, he
was to call himself a general blacksmith. He returned to
Government service in 1880 when with his son Frederick, as
assistant, he took over as Lighthouse Keeper on Rottnest
Island.

William, Junior took up the trade of sailmaker and worked out
of his father’s premises at Lots 71 & 72 Henry Street,
Fremantle where his father had built a cottage and Smithy. He
also gave up his trade when he joined the Custom’s Service as
assistant landing waiter in 1883.

In a letter from the Harbour Master, George Forsayth, written
on the 25th of August 1875, he states, "Sir, herewith I have
the honour to forward a tender from Mr W Brown, blacksmith,
etc, to undertake the making and fastening of a new false
keel and keel band for my boat, and also to make mast clamps
for the Rottnest pilot boat.

The work is very much needed, the keel band has been on the
boat since her building over six years and 1is now beyond
repair. The mast clamps have been in the pilet boat, to my
knowledge seven years, and I believe they are the ones she
came out with.

Mr Brown’s tender of five pounds ten shillings is, I
consider, very reasonable, as it embodies, mnot only the
making but also the fitting of these articles, Geo Forsayth.

References. .Dicticonary of West Australians, Erikson.

The Herald Almanac, 1888 & 1889
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 800/169.

...................
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BRYAN, Michael, of Perth.

Nothing is known of this man except that he married Helen
McDonald in Perth’s Roman Catheolic Church on the 10/7/1877
and that they had three children.

He is listed as a boat builder during the years 1888 and 1889
but as there is no record of him building vessels to his own
account it 1s more than likely that he was employed in an
established yard.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1888 and 1889.

...................

BUDD, George, of Perth

George was born in England in 1834 and on joining the army
was posted to the Swan River Colony as a member of the 20th
Company of the Sappers in the Royal Engineers. He arrived in
the ship "NILE" on the 6/1/1858 and received his army
discharge on the same day. He married Fanny Backshall on the
16/2/1862 and they were to have five children.

His career in Perth began with him being a storekeeper, then
in 1871 he bought the hotel called the "No Place Inn" which
was in Howick Street, (now Hay Street). His residential 1lot
was W106 which was 1in Beaufort Street and ran through to
Stirling street.

Although there 1s no proof that he actually built a boat he
is recorded as being, with Gabriel 2adams, the co-builder of

the two masted pearling schooner "CLARICE". It‘s more than
likely that he was actually the finance behind the building.
The local newspaper of 21/10/1871 says in its report, "a

smart little craft named the "CLARICE" has been launched from
the building yard of Mr Gabriel Adams and Mr George Budd and
she is intended for the pearl shell fishery on the North-West
Coast and is about 17 tons register.

From the shipping registers we find that the details of this
vaessel are as follows,

"CLARICE" 0O/No.61104, 2 masted schooner of 15.8 tons. Her
dimensions were 46.58 x 11.75 x 5.55 feet. She was built at
Perth and launched 1in September 1871 and owned by the
builders. After some time she was sold to Thomas Lawrence who
in turn scold her to Deonald Paterson of Roebourne, a settler.
Whether she sank or was broken up 1is not known as the
certificate says, No account having been received of this
vessel since 1873 this register is thus closed. 1908.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Fremantle Herald, 21/10/1871.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 533/47.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
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BURR, J.W. of Claremont.

Nothing is known of this gentleman except that he is the
registered builder of a two masted schooner named "CLEAVE",
O0/No.131627, of 12,46 tons. Her dimensions were 37.5 x 12.7 X
5.75 ft. and she was built during 1911. The wvessel was built
for Edward G Hudson, a pearler from Broome who sold her to
Jiro Muramats of Cossack. Nothing is known of her fate.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

BUSSELL, Alfred, of Busgsselton.

Alfred was born on the 21/6/1816 and arrived at the Swan
River Colony on the ship "WARRIOR", He farmed at Augusta and
Busselton with his brothers and in 1850 he married Ellen
Heppingstone and they were to have thirteen children.

Alfred, in partnership with Captain John Molloy, purchased
the wrecked American barque "HALCYON" which went aground just
west of Toby’s Inlet, near Dunsborough during a strong North
Westerly gale.

Fanny, his sister, in a letter to a friend in England written
on the 20/1/1845 mentions this as follows :~

"The affairs o©of the Colony are mnot thriving. Alfred and
Captain Molloy purchased the wreck of the American barque
"HALCYON" which was driven ashore last winter. Out of her
they propose building a schooner, the "CONSERVATIVE" to
transport produce to other parts of the world. Mr Turner has
recently constructed a vessel, the "ALPHA" and is gone to the
Isle of France. We look anxiously for his return, indeed I do
not like these amateur ships. Alfred says he shall return to
England in hisg own ship, so then dearest you shall see him
again 1f he is guided there in safety. Ship building seems
quite the colonial craze as you will see from the Perth
papers which Mama sends regularly to you in monthly packets.
Alfred 1s gone to the scene of his ship building with
provisions for his men. It is fifteen miles from us so he
will not return until tomorrow".

In a another letter dated 3/6/1846 Fanny says,

"Alfred is not at home now but returns to Bunbury tomorrow,
the ship is advancing but he talks of selling his shares. I
hope he will. I have little faith in Colonial built vessels".
In the Perth newspaper of 1/9/1847 there appeared this
article,

The wvessel building by Captain Molloy will be completed by
January next, she is 160 tons, builders measurement, of
course her tonnade by register will be about 135 tons.

Prior to this Alfred sold his shares to Captain Molloy under
whose name the story of this schooner will be completed.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
R.W.A.H.S. Early Days Journal, Fanny Bussell’s
letters.,

Inquirer, 4/8/1847, 1/9/1847, 2%9/2/1848 &
5/7/1848.

...................
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BUTSON, Joseph Charles, of North Fremantle.

The only information we have on this person is that he was
listed as a boat builder from 1888 through to 1899. Aan
advertisement in the 1895 edition of the W.A. Almanac states,
that his address is Bruce Town, North Fremantle and that he
built steam launches, pearling dinghies, sgkiffs of all
description built to order, also all types of pleasure boats
let on hire and sent to all parts of the Colony.

There are two photographs in existence showing his business
premises and it would appear that Mr Butson concentrated on
his hire business and the building of small craft for the
river and pleasure market as there are no registered vesgsels
attributed to him.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac,1888 & 1889.
Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1895 to 1899.
The W.A. Almanac, 1895.

...................

BUTT, Henry, of Cossack.

Born in England in 1844 he served his apprenticeship as a
carpenter. He was semi-literate when in 1863 he was convicted
at Gloucester for stealing. As he had previcus convictions
his sentence was seven years transportation.

He arrived on the convict ship "BELGRAVIAY on the 4/7/1866,
(No.8783) and he received his ticket-of-leave on 11/9/18%87,
his conditional pardon 1869 and his conditional freedom on
10/3/1871.

He was employed as a labourer at Geraldton until 1871 and
then went to Cossack where he was listed as a shipwright from
1872 until 1877 and whilst there he was employing other
ticket-of-leave men. In 1878 he left Cossack and travelled
south to Northampton where he gained employment at the "Uga"
mine.

He is next heard of at Fremantle where in the early 1880’s he
married Susan Amelia and he purchased two town lots. The
first was lot 320 in Cantonment Street where he built his 3
room cottage and the other was at lot 188 in Norfolk Street
where he erected a 2 room cottage.

The last report we have of Henry and his wife was that they
lived at Guildford in 1897. As Jeremiah Asquith was Jjust
beginning his shipyard at that time it is quite likely that
Henry gained employment there until he retired.

Henry Butt passed away on the 17/2/1931.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
W.A.Almanac, 1871
The Herald Almanac, 1872 to 1876.
Wise’s Pogt Office Directory, 1897
Fremantle City Council rate books, 1888,

...................



F. CARNABY

DESIGNER AND BUILDER

— OF ————

Motor Yachts and Launches
Luggers and Pearlihg Schooners

NEDLANDS PARK BOATBUILDING ESTABLISHMENT.

Bulder of the Weil-known licais—Erena, Redwing, Bonita,
Cyvgnus, Pomona, St. Llmo. Saihing Boats : Mermaid, Mandurah,
Arpo. weal, Sea Gull, Gray Ghost, Motor Launches, Trixie,
Lthel, lYearling Boats.

Good Workmanship and irst-class Finish, I'rices Righi,
Call or Wrnite for Estimates before placing your orders.  Please
Note New Address—

NEDLANDS PARK ESPLANADE
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CARNARY, Frederick, of Nedlands.

Frederick Henry was born in 1883 at Melbourne and disliking
the weather and having an adventurous nature decided to go
elsewhere. At the instigation of a family friend he gained a
berth on a coastal vessel as a cabin boy and worked his way
to Broome. Paying off, he managed to get a job in the local
shipyards building and maintaining the pearling fleets.

On the 30/1/1904 he was working at Broome and for whatever
reason was invited to be the official measurer of the
pearling schooner "FROSTY" built by E Pelosia at Broome
during 19%03. After giving the detailed measurements he signed
the document, Frederick Carnaby, Boat Builder, Broome.

Fred met his wife in Broome when she was on a round Australia
holiday, {she was the daughter of a Sydney boat builder) and
they travelled back to Sydney to be married later in 1904.
They returned to Perth almost immediately and he was able to
land a job with George McCarter as his foreman.

Having a desire to go into businegs for himself he set about
to learn the business thoroughly and by 1906 had started up
in his own right. By 1907 he had already launched two motor
boats as well as two sailing craft.

The first wvessel that we know of that he built was named
"a M.TREMLETT". She was built to the order of Mr J.H.Hilder,
who had a Smalley motor installed by R.Dudgeon, which was
rated to deliver 2 H.P. at 650 RPM and covered about & miles
per hour. She was 20 feet long overall by 4ft 8 inches beam
and was considered a handy little tender.

The next craft, named "EDITH" was more pretentious, being 28
feet by 6.5 feet beam and drawing 20 inches of water. The
boat was decked fore and aft and the engine was a 12 H.P.
Stirling (which had done duty for some months in a motor
busg) . The conversion was made by R. Dudgeon who also made the
propeller and other fittings. The engine developed 10 H.P..
The two yachts built were firstly, "HUIA". She was an 18 foot
clincher built craft for Mr Rod Davies and her sails were by
J.Langford. The second yacht was named "L.C." which Fred also
designed. She was a 14 footer and in her first two races
gained a first and a third.

By 1908 Fred Carnaby was making a name for himself and during
the year he built two motorboats and several yachts. The
motorboats were firstly, a 30 foot launch of the hunting
cabin type for the Northern Estuary Packing Company, of
Mandurah. Primarily she was a fish carrying boat but she had
seating for 70 people for when she was used for charters and
public service work. She was powered by a 12 H.P. Frisco
Standard engine giving her 8 miles an hour. The second launch
was named the "ARGO", another hunting cabin type, of 25 feet
overall and a beam of 6 feet. Her motive power was a & H.P.
Racine engine,

Among the yachts were the "POMONA!" for Mr F Johnson, a 16
footer, with sails by Langford. Another was for the
Peppermint Grove Sailing Club, she was an 18 footer named
"INITRA". A third was built for Mr Chris Garland and was
named "CYGNUS". She was built for racing in the 18 footer
class and was very successful.

Fred Carnaby also designed boats for other builders and
undertook repairs and alterations. During his career he built



Sailing Boat afd Launch
F' CARNABY, Builder.

Lueaers AND PEARLING SCHOONERS A SPECIALTY.
Nedland’s Park Tram Terminus.

Is prepared to undertake the building of all kinds of Craft for
racing and pleasure purposes.
Builder of the following well-known boats—
Cygnus, Erena, racers. Star, Ferro, Queenie ) Motor
Zeenie, St. Elmo, cruisers. Cooee, Argo, Echo |y Boats
Repairs and alterations effected at the shortest notice. Reasonable prices, good

workmanship and first-class finish. Call for Estimates before going alsewhere
Boats for Hire at Lowest Rates.

Photo by H. F, Miller] Argo. [Cotteslue,
Designed and buill by F Carnaby.
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Swansea.
Designed by IF. Carnaby, aud uilt by Messes. Lewis Bros.
Wrecked at Rockingham on the 17th April, 1909,

Swansea II.
esigned by F. Carnaby. Built by Lewis Bros. Photo. by H. ¥. Miller, Cottesloe.
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Cygnus,
: West 4ustralian Champion 18-footer, 1900-10-
; Desioned by F. Thomas. Built by F, Carnaby, Nedlands.
Photo. by H. F. Miller, Cottesloe.

Kingfish, .

Desizned by W. Appelby. Built by F. Carnaby.
Engined with a 10 h.p. Standard Motor.
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two registered vessels for the pearling industry and they
were, "TRIXIE'" and "ETHEL".

The list of known boats that he built is as follows :-

Motor boats,

"MERMAID", "MANDURAH", "ARGO", "SEAL", "SEA GULL", "“GREY
GHosT", "A,M.TREMLETT", "EDITH", "STAR", "FERRO", "QUEENIE",
"ECHO", "COQEE", "SEALARK" and "CLIFTONY.

The author has a copy of the builders certificate for the
Motor Launch "“SEALARK" the details of which are :-

I, F. Carnaby, shipbuilder, at Nedlands do hereby certify
that the launch "SEALARK" of 5 tons having a threeguarter
deck and fitted with an Ailsa Craig marine engine was built
by me at my yard in the year 1927/28 and launched in October
1928 on account of Mr H Hamptomn.

signed F Carnaby, shipbuilder.

Yachtg,
"ERENA", "REDWING", "BONITA", "CYGNUS", "POMONA", "ST. ELMO",
"ZEENIEY, "“DORA", "FLORA", "HUIA" and "L.C."

Fred also designed and built a complete class of yachts that
raced on the river from the Nedlands foreshore and these were
called the STAR C(Class. They were 22 footers, each one

identical to the other. Their names were :- "ASTRAE",
"BELLANA"Y, "CERES", "FLORA™, YHEBE'", TIRIS", "JUPITER",
"LETICIA", "METIS", "NATITIA", "NEPTUNE", "PSYCHE", "THETIS",
"URANUS", "VENUS" and "SATURN". Cther Star vyachtg that he

built were named by their owners.
Pearling schoeners,

"TRIXIE" and "ETHEL".
Eric Carnaby, Freds son worked with his father and in 1915
they built one of the VAL ferries for Sutton & Co, sghe was
the "VALMEDA" and was built at their shed on the Nedlands
foreshore just down from the Nedlands Park Hotel at the end
of Broadway.
They were still in business in 1930 and Fred passed away in
1935.

References..Posgt Office Directory 1811.
W.A. Yachting and Motor Boat Annuals, 1902/13.
Register of British ships, Australian Archives.
Boat builders certificates for "SEA LARK" and
YFROSTY".
Asteroids on the Swan, M.R. Clarke.

...................

CARROLL, Thomas Henry, of Fremantle.

Thomas first appears in the records in 1884 as a shipwright
and at that time he was living at his residence, a 3 room
cottage, on lot No 171 in (Cantonment Road, Fremantle. By 1889
he was listed as a boat builder and in the sgame year he
married Fanny Jessup at Guildford, 31/8/1889.

The next listing we have for him is from 1894 to 1897 with
his buginess address at Beach Street, Fremantle.

Strangely enough, for all the time he was 1in business Mr
Carroll only built one registered wvessel, the pearling lugger
"GOULD". Her registration number was 112032 and she was a two
masted schooner of 12.79 tons. It can be inferred from this
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that he concentrated on sgmall cratft for the pleasure and
fishing industries. )

The builders certificate for this vessel reads,

I, Thomas Henry Carroll, shipbuilder of Fremantle, do hereby
certify that the sailing vessel "GCULD" of 13 tons was built
by me at my vyard in the year 1904 and launched on the
13/5/1%04, signed, T H Carroll, shipbuilder

It is also known that in the early part of this century he
built the beautiful o©ld stone house on Riverside Drive, East
Fremantle, now known as the Left Bank Cafe. He moved his boat
building business from Beach Street to the adjoining block
and on his death in 1%26 his widow sold the house and
business to Rip Sargeant who then continued in the same line
of work.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
W.A. Almanac, 1884 through to 1859,
Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1894 to 1897.
Fremantle City Council Library, family history
section.
Fremantle City Council, rate books.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Boat Builders Certificate for "GOULD".

...................

CARROLL & WILLIS, of Fremantle.

The above mentioned Thomas Carroll teamed up with a Mr Willis
for this one off Jjob which was the construction of an
Auxiliary Schooner named "IDELIA", O0O/No.118524. The vessel
was of 12.68 tons and had dimensions of 37 x 11.5 x 5.6 ft.
She was actually built during 1903 but was not registered
until 1915. She was powered by one kerosene engine made by
Heinke and was of 14 H.P. She was broken up in 1937.

References..Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

CARTER, G.W. of Fremantle.

The only facts that are available concerning this builder is
that an entry appeared in an 1897 directory listing him as a
boat builder with his premises 1in Cantonment Street,
Fremantle. The only registered vessel that he built was the
"DORIS GOCD".

She was a standard lugger type built for the Broome pearling
industry and her rig was that of a two masted schooner. Her
official number was 118988 and her dimensions were, length 36
feet, breadth 12 feet and depth of hold 5.2 feet.

She was built at Fremantle during 1903 for the Good Brothers
and after a long and varied career under numerous OWNErs was
lost in a cyclone at the Lacepede Islands on the 27/3/1935
with the loss of eight lives.

References. .Wise’'s Post Cffice Directory, 1857.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Accident & Incident Reports, R. Dickson.
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CHAMBERLAIN, Alfred, of Fremantle.

This wman, probably a relative of the next subject ig listed
as a shipwright in the period 1901 to 19203 which coincides
with the peak years of shipbuilding at Fremantle. During this
time he resided at Lot 10 South Lane, Fremantle. No known
vessels are attributable to him.

Reference.. Fremantle City Council rate books.

...................

CHAMBERLAIN, William Alexander, of Fremantle.

William’s father, Charles, was shipwrecked in the Indian
Ocean on his way to the Swan River Colony and was rescued at
sea by Captain John Thomas in his schooner "EMPRESS". William
was born at Fremantle on the 26/11/1851 and when his
schooling was completed his father had him apprenticed to the
ship building industry under W. Jackson, (nick-named General)
and after becoming a tradesman in his own right began his own
business at the age of 19.
He was married at Fremantle in 1875 to Ellen Carroll and they
went on to have twelve children of whom two, Alexander and
Charles also became beoat builders following in their fathers
footsteps.
The original shipyard was at Lot 151 1/2 Fitzgerald Terrace,
now Marine Terrace and their house was located on Lot 450,
Packenham Street, Fremantle.
By 1878 Mr Chamberlain was well established as a boat builder
although at this time his fame was due to the vyachts and
small craft that he was building. In fact his yacht was so
famous as a racer a Melbourne becat came to Western Australia
with the express intention of beating it. On the 6/2/1878 the
Inquirer reported the event and proclaimed that Mr
Chamberlain’s yacht "GEM" had won handsomely.
On the 20/3/1978 we find the first ever advertisement placed
by William Chamberlain which proclaims,
BOAT-BUILDING.
W A Chamberlain, boatbuilder and shipwright, tenders his
sincere thanks to the people of Fremantle and the public
generally for the very liberal support accorded to him since
he has been in the trade, and trusts that by strict attention
to business and the wants of those who favour him with their
orders, to continue to receive fair support.
Every description of boat built on the shortest notice and
the most reasonable terms, and the strictest attention given
to orders from abroad. First class tradesmen employed.
Fremantle, February 4th 1878.
The first known vessel built by William was the U"LILLY
BLANCHE" 1in 1882. She was a cutter of 9.29 tons and her
registered number was 75312. Her dimensions were, 32 x 10 x
4.4 feet. She was built for William Thomas, of Shark’s Bay, a
pearler.
Shortly after, he launched another small pearling cutter and
this one was named the "EIDA". She was of six tons and was
built for Mr George Fry. She too was to be a part of the
Shark’s Bay fishery.
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In The Morning Herald of 3/3/1884 we read, "Saturday
afternoon witnessed a wvery successful launch at Fremantle in
the shape of a steam screw yacht built by Mr Chamberlain and
owned by Captain Fothergill of the Cleopatra Hotel.

She is intended as a pleasure boat and will be licensed to
carry passengers. She will therefore be a very desirable
adjunct to the craft and will meet a wont that has long been
felt at Fremantle.

The launch ig named the "CLEOPATRA" and the christening
ceremony was very effectively performed by Miss Fothergill.
We wish the "CLEOPATRA", long life, plenty of exercise and
successful ventureg. She is well modelled, well built and in
symmetry is as majestic as the Queen after whom she ig named.
She measures 35 feet overall, 7 feet beam and has 4 feet
depth of hold. She is fitted with one of Cochram’'s 3 H.P.
engines with vertical boiler, is copper fastened and coppered
and will be ready to enter upon her duties in the course of
two or three days. One great advantage is her steering which
takes place from the centre of the boat, thus obviating
inconvenience to stern passengers.”

When she first began her operations she was used for
excursions and picnics and on Wednesday afternoons she took
sightseers for hourly trips around the harbour for a shilling
and then on Sundays she did return trips to Rockingham for
three shillings, children half price.

Later when the weather began to get cool the timetable was
altered to :- Mondays and Fridays, Rockingham with cargo and
passengers; Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, excursions;
Wednesday, Fremantle to Peppermint Grove and return; Sundays,
leavegs for Perth, calling to land passengers at different
parts of the riwver,

As well as building boats William alsc involved himsgelf in
part-ownership of vessels such as "ALERT" and "HAMPTON".

The next vessel recorded is "MAGGIEY, O/No.101618, a two
masted gchooner of 10.8 tons and she was built for James
Irvine a pearler from Cossack.

The boom time for their business was between the years 1897
and 1902 which coincided with the massive boom in the
pearling industry mainly centred on Broome. He had, at this
time, his two sons with him in the ghipbuilding business and
it is difficult to separate the boats built by the father
from those of the sons. Until, that is, Alexander and his
brother shifted to Broome and not only took up pearling on
their own behalves but built the odd vessel as well. They
also owned land on Timor to use as their overseas base, as,
by supplying their fleet from a mother ship, which didn‘'t
enter an Australian port, they were able to circumvent dues
and customs charges and alsc to sell their shell and pearls
direct on to the foreign market. This was a common practice
amongst fleet owners.

To go back to William Chamberlain, the registered vessels
built by him under hig own name are :-

"JESSIE", "PEARL", "OBERON", "MARION", "TITANIA'", "ROSEBUD",
TAMY", "NANCY", "BLUE BELL", "SEA SPRAY", "SIPUT", "NUTIARA",
"EVELYN", "MARITANA'", "QUEEN", "DOMINION", "FLORES", "MURIEL"
"CONSTANCE", "MYRTLE", "EDITH", "COOLGARDIE", "EILEEN",

"DOROTHY", T"EMPIRE", "SAYONARA", "JOE CHAMBERLAIN", "EQOS",
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"EMILY", "MINILYA", "AUSTRALIND", "BLANCHE" , "ELEANOR",
"ELLA" and "FALCON".

These of course, as stated, are only the registered vessels,
there were many more that he built for wvarious owners that
remain unrecorded. Some of these can be found in contemporary
newspaper reports, such as in the Perth paper, the Ingquirer,
of the 15/5/1888, which states,

Mr W.A.Chamberlain, boatbuilder, from whose yard has issued so
many craft engaged in our pearling industry at the North West
and Shark’'s Bay expects to complete another lugger in the
course of a fortnight, to be added to the fleet, now of
considerable number, to the order of Mr Roe, manager for the
well known firm of Messr’s Streeter & Co. of London. Mr
Chamberlain also informs us he has just received orders for
two six ton cutters for the Shark’s Bay pearling grounds.
This aspect of affairs is very encouraging and is certainly
indicative of a further development of our national resources
which although not yet showing signs of looking exhausted
should be very carefully protected.

In another article dated 3/9/1888.

The new yacht built for Mr McKail of Albany, by Mr W.A.
Chamberlain at the yard on the South Beach, Fremantle, 1is
nearly completed and as she now lies on the stocks she
presents a very compact appearance. Her dimensions are,
length 24ft, breadth 9ft and depth 3ft. The planking is
composed of Jarrah and Karri Pine (sic), the decks are of
Karri, the inside fittings are made of Teak while the framing
is of American Elm. She has been fitted with benches, turned
stanchions, steering box with accommodation for Coxswain,
brass pumps, the various fittings being very strong and
durable. The craft hasg been constructed after the style of
the "NAUTILUS", a yacht built by Mr Chamberlain and a boat
that has gained a large amount of celebrity for him and it is
expected that she will be ready by the 15th 1inst. We
understand that Mr Chamberlain has received an order for
another yacht from a well known colonist and it is to be an
exact pattern of the present boat.

The last of these descriptive pieces is also from the game
paper but dated 14/11/1888 and I think these three
descriptions will serve to show the reader the diversity of
craft built by this man.

A cutter for "H.M.S.MEDA" has been completed by Mr W.A.
Chamberlain at hig yard at Fremantle and it will be sent to
the North West by the "5.S5. OTWAY". The same builder hag also
finished a cutter for Mr L. Williams of Shark’s Bay, and two
smaller boats for the pearling fleet at the North West and
they will be despatched by the next steamer.

The sons that were involved in the boat building industry
moved to Broome. The first of these being Alexander, who by
1898 was well established and owned four of the boats that he
and his father had built. Following him was Sydney Eric who
is listed at Broome as a trader and then came William
Augustus, also a trader. They each owned fleets, singly or in
partnerships with each other and with others.

The vessels that they were associated with whilst at Broome
were, (without going into confusing ownership details) :-
"JOHN AND MICHAEL™, "LETA", '"VICTORY", “HELENA MENA",
"SPIDER", "FLY"and "FALCON".
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Another of Mr Chamberlains tasks was the conversion of the
"LALLA", 0/No.118542. She was a three masted bargue of 525
tons built at Maclan, Nova Scotia by F. 0O’Brien during 1874.
When she arrived in Australia she was under the Norwegian
flag but wupon her sale to George Frederick @Gallop, of
Fremantle, she was entered on the local British registry. By
late 1905 Mr Chamberlain became a part owner and he was
responsible for converting her into a "hulk to be towed" in
other words a coaling barge, so often the fate of those
glorious square riggers.

She remained in the ¢oal hulk trade until 1917 when her
registry was cancelled. Her certificate gives the details of
her demise thus :- "the vessel was totally destroyed by
gunfire, by "H.M.A.S. BRISBANE" on the 18th of August 1917.
Advice given by the District Naval Officer." -
William senior retired from the business in 1900 to Hamilton
Hill where he built his house called "Sunneydale" and began
his extensive orchard. I should also wmention that in his
younger days William, as a member of the Volunteer Corps at
Fremantle was their champion rifleman and sharpshooter.
William, junior carried on the boat building business and in
1902 began a partnership with George Cooper. The first
vessel, registered, that they built was the "INTOMRI", a two
masted schooner of 12 tons built in 1903. Her dimensions were
36 x 12 x 5 feet and was built for Penn Elick, a pearler from
Broome. Subsequently they built the following vessels :-
"VISION", "REDBILL", "IBIS", "RELIANCE", "ALINORA", "LETA",
"KATE FLORENCE", "HELENA MENAY, "KATHLEEN" and "COSSACK".

By 1910 the partnership had ended as George Cooper had set
himself up in his own business at {(laremont and William,
junior had left for Broocme to be with his brothers.

The Chamberlain brothers were considered the best skippers on
the coast and in the lugger races at Broome they were
consistent winners of the Broome Challenge Cup.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
The History of Fremantle, Hitchcock, 1929.

The Post QOffice Directory, 1894.

The Herald Almanac, 1872 through to 1889.
Fremantle City Council rate books.

Inquirer, 30/10/1878, 18/1/1888, 15/5/1888,
15/5/1889.

West Australian, 3/9/1888, 5/10/1888, 9/10/1888,
14/11/1888, 24/11/1888, 4/11/1889, 31/7/1898,
28/5/1932.

Daily News, 13/3/1933.

Fremantle ity Council Library, Family History
Section.

Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1897.

Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 769/132,

Vol 769/133, Vol 769/160, Vol 769/161,

Vol 769/162, Vol 770/55, Vol 770/56.

The Morning Herald, 17/11/1882.
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CHAPMAN, Daniel, of Geraldton.

In a letter to the Colonial Secretary on the 3/1/1870 Daniel
had applied to the Resident Magistrate at Roebourne for a
Publican’s License and was refused, partly on the grounds
that the R.M. didn’t think he was a fit and proper person to
hold such a license. In his defence, Daniel states, "firstly,
as to my character, I came to this Colony in the first prison
ship, a free man and was Coxswain of the Water Police boat
and left of wmy own accord and against the advice of the
Harbour Master, Captain Henderson, who recommended wme to the
situation and Mr Clifton made me an offer of again entering
the service on my return from Victoria. I can only give you
reference to Mr Bateman as they are the only persons I have
worked for. I built the vesgsel I have lately lost and sailed
her for near five vyears and was the employer of a
considerable number of men, ticket-of-leave and others at
Champion Bay. I am also the holder of a first class Masters
Certificate for this Colony. My credentials as Master of
three vessels in the other Colonies are lost with my vessel.”
The vessel that he claims to have built was the "MARY ANN",
which has been attributed to William Garrard, the ex convict
boat builder. Even though Daniel c¢laims to have bullt the
ship it is wmore than likely that Garrard was the actual
builder and that Daniel was the financier.

In a memo at the end of the letter, Daniel writes,

The schooner, "MARY ANN", 5 vears af age was condemned at
this port, (Port Walcott), by two land Police after being out
in unusually heavy weather five weeks and only put back for
provisions. She had holes knocked in her bottom and pieces of
4 inch deal wag placed over them by the surveyor and I have
good reason to believe that the vessel would have been one of
our Colonial fleet vyet only for my having to go near
dangerous ground to lock for Guano, and yet Mr Scholl gave a
clearance which I hold with passengers and the vessel had no
repairs or a single rope put in her after being condemned and
I have kept a part of every rope in case of a resurvey.
Captain’s protest and other papers are in the hands of Mr
Parker, lawyer."

The "MARY ANN", O/No.36551 was built at Champion Bay and
launched in October 1864. She was a two masted schooner of
33.28 tons and her dimensions were, 42 x 17 x 7 feet. From
the register her owner was George Shenton and she was
reported as having been broken up in December 1872.

References. .Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 655/5.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

CHAPPLE, J.C. of Fremantle.

Nothing is known of this person apart from the fact that the
Shipping Registers state that he built the steam launch
'LEVERET", O/No. 101717, in 189%6. Her details are 3.32 tons,
length 35.5ft, breadth 6ft and depth 3.75ft. She was powered
by one surface condensing steam engine built by Langslands
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Foundry Co of Melbourne in 1896 and had a speed of 9 miles an
hour.

When sgshe wag registered at Fremantle as No.9%4 of 1903 she had
already been registered at the Port of Melbourne and was
transferred here, to the ownership of Henry Augustus England,
of Perth, a Civil Servant. From the foregoing I assume Mr
Chapple was employed to rebuild and restore the wvessel for
her new owner.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

CHINESE JOHN, of Canning River.

Nothing is known of this man, not even his real name, for all
my attempts to find out. What we do know is that he built an
ungainly looking stern wheeled paddle boat named the "DUGONG"
on the Canning River. The reason for her construction is
this,

In 1869 the Government purchased and imported a steam dredge
to cut new channels and deepen the existing ones for the
benefit of the increasing river traffic. However, as in most
cases, when a job is given to someone who has no knowledge of
the job to be done nor how to go about it and he is in a
pogition of total authority, a monumental and costly mistake
was made. : .

The dredge when reconstructed, {she was brought out in parts)
mainly by Solomon Cook, was named the "BLACK SWAN" and after
laying idle for two years was put to work dredging a channel,
with convict labour, from the Narrows to the William Street
Jetty at Perth. This was almost an exercise in futility as
the vessel drew more than three feet of water and she was
supposed to be dredging in from two to three feet of water.
The biggest problem was that her buckets were amidships and
not at the bows so that when she was required to move forward
the convicts had to go overboard, and standing in the cold
water all day, hand scrape a channel so that the dredge could
dig a channel. This farce continued until she was laid up in
1878. Nine vyears later in 1887 she was recommissioned to
continue dredging at the bar blocking the mouth of the Swan
river.

This was delayed ags it was found that the dredges bottom
plates had rusted through. She was slipped at Rocky Bay and a
new bottom made of solid Jarrah planks was constructed. The
Engineer in charge of the project Mr H. Passmore, knew the
stupidity of the midships buckets and had them repositioned
over the bows.

In 1892 she was sent up the Canning River to carry out the
dredging along the convict fence. This channel was needed to
bring the timber laden barges down from the Mills at
Cannington. The problem that Passmore faced up the river was
to keep up a steady supply of fresh water and coal for the
boiler and for this he required a tender or small craft to
act ag a runabout for the dredge. After requests to the
Public Works department fell on deaf ears and with nothing
forthcoming Henry, with his son George, co-opted the services
of a Chinese carpenter named John. With the assistance of
some of the convicts working on the "BLACK SWAN" timber was
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hewn from the bush nearby. At last the hull was finished and
then came the problem of an engine. About that time the
sailing ship "THORNLIEBANK" had caught fire and burnt at
Fremantle, so winches and an upright donkey boiler were
salvaged and went into making the engine and paddles. It was
a momentous day for the builders when the appropriately named
"DUGONG" ungracefully took to the water amid the cheers of
the assembled convicts and workmen, some of whom had taken
bets that she would capsize and sink.

Fortunately the original plans of the "DUGONG" have survived
and we have the knowledge of how she appeared.

It is not known what became of the "DUGONG", however the
author believes that she may be the unidentified wreck in
Bull’s Creek as the dimensions tally, however that is for
others to determine.

As to the 9"BLACK SWAN'", her end came in 1923 when she was
towed behind North Mole to be scuttled. Charges were placed,
the plunger pushed, and nothing! The dynamite couldn’t blow a
hole through her sturdy Jarrah planks SO0 carpenters were
called in to hand drill holeg with augers. So ghe eventually
went to the bottom but not without a lot of fight.

References. .Plans of the "DUGONG", Battye Library.
Passmore Papers, R.W.A.H.S.
From oar to diesel on the Swan, Murray, 1949,
R.W.AH.S5.
Photographs and drawings.

CLARKE, Joseph, of Perth.

He was born in England in 1843 and was an unmarried carpenter
when in 1863 he was convicted at the Central Criminal Courts
in London with larceny from the person. He was semi-literate
and with previous <convictions received a seven year
trangportation sentence. He arrived at Fremantle on the
transport "BELGRAVIA" on the 4/7/1866, (No.8809). His ticket-
of-leave was granted on the 2/7/1867 and his conditional
freedom on 18/9/1871.

His known working career includes that of a general servant,
a carpenter and a boat builder. As there are no records of
any vessels having been kuilt by him personally it is assumed
that he was subcontracting his labour to one of the larger
ship builders.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

...................

COLLINS, Thomas R, of Fremantle.

This schipwright is another who seems to have been in the
trade only during the boom days of the pearling beoat building
at Fremantle. During the period 1899 to 1901 he was regiding
at lot 3 South Terrace, Frewmantle. There are no known boats
built directly by him.

Reference. .Fremantle City Council rate books.
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COOK, Solomon, of Perth.

As Solomon Cocok’s life story has been well documented by his
great-granddaughter, Mrs Greta Kuchling, and written up in
the R.W.A.H.S. Early Days Journal, Vol 9/3 it is only
necessary for me to touch briefly on his early life in
Western Australia. Solomon was born in 1814 in America and
took up his fathers trade of blacksmith. He joined an
American whaling ship named the "MAYFLOWER" and one of the
ports of call was Albany. It is recorded that on the
27/2/1840 Solomon Cook and others took a boat ashore with
clothes and a weeks supply of food. The boat was found
abandoned and a search for the men proved unsuccessful.
A couple of days after the "MAYFLOWER" sailed the men came
out of hiding and began their new lives in their adopted
country. By May 1847 Solomon had assisted in the building of
the vessels, "CHANCE" and "VULCAN" and was helping to finish
the "EMMA SHERRATT".
The "CHANCE" was a wooden two masted schooner of 29 tons and
was built on the Kalgan River. She was owned by the residents
of King George’s Sound and was wrecked in 1843. The "EMMA
SHERRATT" was a wooden two masted brigantine of 92 tons and
her dimensions were 62.2 x 18.1 x 10.9 feet. She was built at
Torbay in 1844 and was wrecked in December 1850.
He claimed that he was most interested in building his own
vessel but needed to become naturalized. In December 1848 he
was working on the building of two vessels, the "EMMA" and
the "FAIRY" but disputes between the owners and the builders
arose and he left Albany for York.
The story of Solomon’s beoat building career beging in 1841
and from a sgeries of letters from the Colonial secretaries
Office we get a picture of his activities.
On the 6/7/1842 Thomas Sherratt requested that his new vessel
built on the Kalgan River, near Albany, be registered. The
vessels name was YCHANCE" and understandably he was most
anxious to have her details recorded and a certificate issued
so as not to miss the bay whaling season which was about to
commence .
The next document in this series concerning the "CHANCE" is
the boatbuilders certificate, which states,
"I do hereby certify that I am the builder of the vessel
called the "CHANCE" and that the dimensions are as follows,
Length overall from the forepart of the main stem to the
after part of the stern post aloft, 39 feet, 4 inches.
Breadth of beam from the outer part of the main wales, 14
feet, 7 inches.
Depth of hold, from the ceiling to the lower part of the
deck, 6 feet, 11 inches.
And that she was built on the Kalgan River, King George’s
Sound in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty two
and that the said purchaser is Thomas B Sherratt of Albany,
W.A. and I hereby declare that the vessel "“CHANCE" 1s the
same for which the application is now made for register,
signed, Solomon Cook.

sworn before me, 5/7/1842, M Phillips, J.P.
On the 1/7/1842 Thomas Sherratt signed the ownership
certificate for the "CHANCE" and affirmed that he was a
British subject and owed no allegiance to any foreign state.
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The next document reads,
"To His Excellency, John Hutt, Esq, Governor of Western
Australia,
The memorial of Solomon Cook, humbly sheweth that your
memorialist is a native of America, was born in the state of
Maine and is aged 27 years. That he arrived et Albamy, Xing
George’s Sound in February 1840 and has since that time
resided there supporting himself by his own exertions and
industry. And that now your memorialist is desirous of
becoming a denizen of Great Britain.
He therefore begs your Excellency to grant him naturalization
and your memorialist shall as in duty bound, ever pray,
signed, Solomon Cook, Albany 5/7/1842."
The Colonial Secretaries reply to this was, "request the
Resident Magistrate at Albany to inform me whether Solomon
Cook is a proper person to be recommended to H M to have
this favour conferred upon him and whether the employment he
may be engaged in be of permanent character which may induce
him to remain in the colony".
In reply to the request for information on Cook, Mr Phillips
replied, "in the season for bay whaling he is employed in
tongues and at other times either at blacksmiths work or boat
building. I do not think him of a character to settle
permanently in the Colony. I think he applied to become a
denizen to enable him to register the vessel he built and to
command her himself. I believe if he is permitted to become a
denizen he means to build another vessel."
The result of this missive was to cause the Colonial
secretary second thoughts about the application for
naturalization and stated that the papers were to be
forwarded for approval to London and that the costs for this
and for presenting a private members bill would amount to
about five pounds.
By September 1842 Mr Sherratt was having another vessel built
this time at Torbay. This one was to become known as the
"EMMA SHERRATT". She was also to be used in the whaling
industry and Solomon Cook along with J O Peters, (see his
entry} were involved in her construction.
On the 20/10/1842 the Harbour Master, Mr Belches officially
measured the "CHANCE" for her certification.
On January 26th 1843 the Government Resident wrote thus,
"Solomon Cook having paid into my hands the sum of five
pounds for passing a bill for his naturalization, is anxious
to know 1if you, {(the Colonial Secretary), can grant him
authority to enable him to command the vessel Mr Sherratt is
now building. Also to command her while fitting out for the
next whaling season".
In December 1842 the "CHANCE" sailed for Batavia to lay in
supplies for a whaling crew.
By April 1843 Solomon was in a bit of trouble as he had gone
whaling and had brought in some barrels of o0il for which a
certificate was required. Being still a foreigner it was
against the law for him to command or operate a British flag
vegsel.
From the reading of these letters it is lucky, not just for
him but for the rest of Western Australia that this
enterprising man did eventually get his certificate of
naturalization.
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As he was a blacksmith and millwright he set to at York and
constructed the (Colony’s first steam mill. He also
constructed bridges, one of them being the first Canning
Bridge and introduced steam to the Swan River.

In partnership with a man named Stevenson they built the
states first steam engine. He 1is then credited with having
built Western Australias first steam boat, however this
honour should rightly be shared between three men, the first
being Solomon Cook who built the boiler and superintended the
overall <construction of the wvessel, the second being
Stevenson who 1is alleged to have constructed the engine and
the third being Thomas William Mews who constructed the
hull,even though history tells us that the name of the vessel
was the "SPECULATOR" nowhere 1in any of the contemporary
newspaper reports and literature can this be confirmed, that
the vesgsel existed is fact, the name isn’t.

This vessel was pretty much a failure but undeterred they
went back to the workshop and constructed another wvessel.
This was named the "PIONEER" and was affectionately known to
the populace as Puffing Billy. She was built for the Perth to
Guildford run which necessitated a shallow draft to negotiate
the river flats and shallows about Heirrison Island. She was
box like in construction with the boiler and engine aft and a
gstern paddle wheel. To bring her on an even keel the
passengers had to stand well forward with the cargo.

On the 18/1/1857 the "PIONEER" made her first journey up the
Swan to Guildford with twenty passengers and as she steamed
under the bridge the local inhabitants turned out in force to
cheer her passage. After a handsome luncheon and festivities
she set off to make the return trip to Perth. The voyage was
marred, when at Gibb’s Landing, the stoker forgot to let off
the steam pressure and in consequence one of the glands blew
out. The passengers, never having seen live steam before,
panicked and some of them threw themselves overboard,
fortunately the water was shallow and only their pride was
bruised.

In a letter to the Colonial Secretary dated 2/2/1857, Solomon
says 1in part, "I would beg most respectfully to draw the
attention of His Excellency the Governor to the fact of my
having built and prepared a steam boat to ply between Perth,
Guildford and the Upper Swan". He goes on to explain the
difficultieg attendant in navigating through the flats.

The "PIONEER" although ungainly in appearance and operation
ran successfully for many years on her river run, for how
long is not certain but she was still being advertised for
trips to the races in late 1882 and early 1883. For many
years there was no indication of her fate, however, Jjust
recently a newspaper clipping was brought to my attention and
it was just the evidence needed. From the Sunday Times of
26/4/1936 came this article.

"Few of our human links with the past, the Douglasses and
Lawrences of South Perth and elsewhere, know that buried in
the filling in soil of the Esplanade near the Flying
Squadron’s Club House is one of the first steamboats to ply
on the Swan River. She was an odd cblong barge like gtructure
with a reciprocating engine and a stern paddle after the
style of the old "KENTISH LASS", the latter the pride cf the
Swan Brewery between Perth and Fremantle. The other old timer
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now rotted into the soil at the foot of William Street was
used for transporting goods and passengers from Fremantle to
Guildford and vice versa, its last usefullness being to act
as a boathouse for the late Willy and Mrs Ahern, (the latter
formerly a Miss Annie Quigley). For a long time the old
gutted out barge lay afloat near where now is the said Flying
Squadron until the filling in of the Esplanade and a lot of
the shallow part of the river around it, eventually blotting
it out from sight, if not from memory”.

Thank heavens for letter writers!!

Solomon Cook's next venture was the building of a large
wooden barge for the river trade and in the Perth Gazette of
6/5/1858 there appeared this article. "A novel operation has
claimed the attention in Perth for the last two days. Mr
Solomon Cook, has for some time been engaged in building near
his workshops in Murray Street, (where Ahern’'s stands today),
a large barge, 66 feet long and 14 feet in beam, measuring 40
tons and on Wednesday and Thursday she was conveyed to the
water, a distance of 500 yards, the wmodus operandi being a
wheel at one end and a roller at each side worked with a
ratchet wheel, a temporary way being made with planks, a
simple and effective contrivance. Mr Cook deserves every
credit for the many ingenious schemes he now and then
enlightens the public¢ with.™"

This barge became the largest on the river and when locally
registered on 7/1/1861 was named "HOPE". The route taken to
launch the vessel was along Murray Street, right into Barrack
Street, up and over the hill and down to the river near to
where the Weld Club stands today.

The last of Cook’s vessels was the passenger steamer
"FRIENDS" which was built on the same site as the "HOPE" and
launched in a similar manner, but this time with the
experience gained from his previous attempt the launching
only took twelve hours. She was launched on the 10/1/1859
and was a common sight running up and down from Fremantle to
Perth on her regular run until she was broken up during 1872.
Solomon Cook passed away on the 24/2/1871 having made his
mark.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Inguirer newspaper, various dates.
Perth Gazette also various dates.
Early Days Journal, Vol $/3, S.Cook, G Kuchling
Interview with Mrs Kuchling.
Battye Library, P.R. 5155, history of S.Cook.
From oar to diegel on the Swan, Murray, 1949,
R.W.A.H.S. Early Days Journal.
Steam on the Swan, Maritime Museum report No.70
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol, 112/12, 13,
15, 18, 20, 80, 83, 107, 109, 119/5, 47.
Sunday Times, 26/4/1936.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
The Morning Herald, 3/1/1883.

...................

COOKSON, Charles, of Perth.
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There is only one reference to this man having been a ship
builder and that comes in a Biographical register. Having
checked other sources I believe that this gentleman was a
shipwright. He was born in England in 1840 and had resided in
Western Australia for 49 years before his death in 1910.

For 39 of those years he was employed by Randell-Knight & Co,
later to become the Swan River Shipping Co. It 1is assumed
that he was employed to maintain the company’s fleet of river
craft. There are no known vessels that can be attributed to
him.

References..A Biographical Register, by Gibbney & Smith.
Dictionary of west Australians, Erikson.
The Western Mail. 5/3/1910.

...................

COOPER, Megsr’s, of Mandurah.

It is not known who the brothers Cooper were or where they
originated from. It 1is known however that their tender to
repair the Mandurah ferry was favourably received and
accepted on the 10/9/1861 as was written in the Government
Gazette of that date. They possibly were not boat builders in
the accepted sense, (maybe Jjust carpenters) but as they
carried out shipwright’s work it is only fair to include them
in this work.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Government Gazette, 10/9/1861.

...................

COQPER, Frederick, of East Fremantle.

The first intimation we have of this gentleman is in an
article dated in 1906 which states, "at East Fremantle, F.
Cooper, built to the order of Mr J. Green of Mandurah, the
first tunnel boat running in local waters. The boat is of the
double-ended type and has a draft of only fourteen inches.
the boat was designed especially for crossing the Murray Bar,
over which at times there is not more than eighteen inches of
water and wupon which the whole force of the Indian Ocean
breaks. This necessitated a whale ended boat, as with either
a counter or a broad transom there is considerable risk of
the surf breaking on board and swamping the boat.

The principal dimensions are length 34 ft, breadth 9 ft and
depth 3 ft. The planking is FKauri on Blackwood timbers,
stringers of Oregon run fore and aft. the tunnel was built
sufficiently high to allow a 22 inch propeller to revolve in
12 inches of water.

The installation is a 10 H.P. Double cylinder Union engine.
The boat 1is a good piece of workmanship and reflects
considerable credit on so young a builder.

That is all that is known of this man although there is a
suspicion that he is probably related to the subject of the
next entry. Thisg is the only descriptive piece concerning his
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activities and he seems to have confined himself to the
pleasure boating market.

References. .W.A. Yachting and Motor-boat Annual, 1906/07.

COOPER, George, of Fremantle & Claremont.

Mr Cooper was born in 1861 and after leaving school was
apprenticed to his father, who was also named George and was
a boat builder although I can find no record of him having
plied his trade in W.A.

George, Jjunior married Emily Chamberlain at the Fremantle
Church of England on the 30/7/1884, (the daughter of Charles
Chamberlain), he was at that time working for Chamberlain’s
boat building enterprises at South Beach, Fremantle and later
on around late 1902 W.A. Chamberlain and George Cooper began
a partnership which after successfully constructing a number
of craft, terminated during 1910, when George set up on his
own account at Claremont.

For details of the craft built during this partnership refer
to the section dealing with W.A. Chamberlain.

As a boat builder he first appears in the Almanacs from 1886
and in that same year he appears as a Fremantle ratepayer
with his premises, a four roomed cottage, at Lot 169 Norfolk
street, Fremantle. In 1887 he also purchased Lot 13 Leak
Street, Fremantle. During 1900 to 1902 Mr Cooper resided at
lot 13 South Street. He and his wife had three sons and when
the partnership ended, George bought a property at Claremont,
No.8 Victoria Avenue and built a boat shed at the waters edge
which is still there today where he began building river
craft as well as the odd pearling lugger.

The first of the three registered vessels that George built
on his own account was the "ARAFURA", 0/No.131601, a two
masted schooner with dimensions of 36 x 12 x 5 feet. She was
built during 1911 for Joseph M Johnson, a pearler from Broome
and the vessel was sold overseas in 1929.

Also in 1911 he built the "IDA LLOYD", 0O/No.131604 with
similar dimensions to the above, for Oscar Blackman, also a
pearler from Broome.

The third registered vessel was the T"BETTY MARGARET",
0/No.131640 and similar to the others. She was built during
1912 to the order of the Broome pearling fleet owner Edmund
Harold Hunter.

As well as his becat buillding enterprise George bought out
the boat hire business that belonged to Mr J.J. Vick. The
business was called "Vix" pleasure boats, Claremont Jetty.
This was in 1905 and as his advertisements say, "boats on
hire by hour, day or week. All boats guarantied seaworthy and
fully equipped. Fishing tackle and bait kept in stock.®

This boat hire business was sold in 1927, upon the death of
George Cooper Senior to Mr Frank Sawkins.

When Georges wife died in 1943 the house and boat shed in
Victoria Avenue were sold to another boat builder named Peter
Mews .

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
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W.A. Yachting and Motor-boat Annuals, 1902/13.
the Herald Almanac, 1886 to 1885.

Fremantle City Council rate books.

Transcript of Oral history, Claremont Museum.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Boat Builders Certificate, "IDA LLOYD".

COURT & WILKES, of Fremantle.

The author, for all his searching has no idea who these
persons are, where they came from or where they went to.
There are no listings for them in directories, nor can they
be found in the rate books. I feel frustrated when I have to
write such things as, details unknown, however, as they
definitely did live and are the registered builders of two
pearling luggers for the Broome grounds I can only hope that
somebody will recognise or remember names and details so that
the gaps can be filled in this important aspect of our states
history.

The first wvessel that this partnership built was the two
masted schooner "IDELIA", 0/No.118524, in 1903 with a length
of 37 feet, a breadth of 12 feet and a depth of 5.2 feet. The
vessel was built for Charles Lens and George Fletcher, both
of Fremantle. They then leased the boat to a pearling crew.
The other vessel built was similar in dimensiong to the above
and was named “GQULD", 0O/N0.119032 and built for a Broome
pearler named Stacey Gorman.

These are the only known vessels built by this pair although
possibly they built some smaller craft.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

COX, Samuel, of Perth.

Samuel Cox was born in England in 1797 and arrived at the
Swan River Colony on the 14/5/1830 aboard the ill-fated ship
"ROCKINGHAM", (for details see, Unfinished voyages, Vol 1 by
G. Henderson) .

The "ROCKINGHAM" sgailed from St Katherine’s Dock in London
under tow of a steam tug. She was towed to Sheerness where
the anchor was dropped and the vessel deemed by the pilot to
be secure.

Mr Cox, a passenger and an old sailor, suspected the cable
had parted and informed the pilot ©of his fears only to be
told to mind his own business and that he (the pilot) could
take care of the ship.

The pilot and the crew then began drinking and the passengers
who were still stowing gear and sorting themselves out had no
inkling that they were adrift until the wvessel brought up
with a wviolent shock. She had drifted several miles and had
run aground on the Mouse bank.

The pilot raised his voice to the utmost pitch calling for
help and ordered the signal guns to be fired, however through
lack of maintenance this was found to Dbe impossible until
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One of the Colony’s earliest boat builders.



Portion of Samuel Cox’s application for land in 1831.
Showing his profession.
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with the aid of an o0ld woman’s knitting needle Samuel Cox
managed to clear the touch hole enabling match to be put to
powder.

This was Jjust one of the many disasters which befell this
vessel on her voyage to the new colony.

With him he brought tools and ironmongery to the wvalue of 100
pounds and used that to apply for his land. He selected and
was granted 200 acres in the Canning district in July 1832
and later in 1835 he purchased town Lot F.4. in the Perth
township. Little is known of his life or trade pre arrival in
W.A.

After the drama of the shipwreck Cox and the rest of the
survivors made their way to Fremantle and shortly after
settling there, Samuel Cox and Thomas William Mews formed a
partnership and friendship that was to last all their lives.
The first instance of these two working together was when
they tendered to erect a fence around the jail at Fremantle,
the Roundhouse, on the 7/7/1832, but, by 1835 they, realizing
the importance of boats for transport within the colony, had
turned their hands to boat building.

The first instance of this comes in a letter written in 1835
where they were involved in a dispute with Mr Weavell over
the Preston Point Ferry which they had built.

The partnership was always called Mews and Cox so the entry
under Thomas William Mews, sSenior should also be read in
conjunction with this section of the story.

The first vessel that they built that was written about was
the Fremantle ferry which they constructed in early 1836. The
newspaper of 7/5/1836 reports, "the large substantial
ferryboat, built by Messr’s Mews and Cox for the ferry at
Fremantle, is now finished, and we believe has been sent down
to be brought into immediate use. The tender for building
this boat was taken at 75 pounds, but some other additional
work has been required which will render the cost about 100
pounds. The workmanship we are told is highly creditable to
the contractors. We understand that all the necessary gear
will be supplied of the best materials, to give the new site
to which the ferry is removed a fair trial during winter. If
it succeeds jetties will be built on both sides of the river
to render the ingress and egress as safe and commodious as
possible. "

In the earliest days of the colony four cross river ferries
were quickly established, these were placed at narrow
sections of the river and staring from upriver, the first was
at Guildford approximately where the Guildford Road bridge
crosses today, coming down river the next was at Mount Eliza
and ran across to Point Belches, where the Narrows Bridge is
gsituated, the next was at Preston Point and ran across to
Mosman Park and the last was the Fremantle ferry which ran
from the base of Cantonment Hill across to the North
Fremantle side.

Three of these ferries were cable operated, Guildford,
Preston Point and Fremantle, that is, a heavy cable was laid
from one side of the river to the other and the ferry was
hauled across by manpower. the Perth ferry was operated with
rowing boats.

The Government schooner "“CHBMPION® was, according to her
Captain in need of repairs and tenders were called to do the
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work. On the 1/5/1837 Mews and Cox responded and as well as
carrying out the repairs did some additional work on her as
required.

At this time we find that Samuel has bought himself a block
of land in Perth, next deoor to his partner, Mews, and two
blockg from their beoatbuilding yard. Samuels block was Lot 31
and fronted onto the river where Mounts Bay Road is today and
was the fifth block from the corner of Spring Street heading
west. He also owned a block at Guildford, once again next
door to Mews and was designated lot 102.

When the whaling began at Fremantle this partnership was
amongst the first to construct whaleboats for the respective
companies and after an accident to the boats in mid June of
1837 Mews and Cox were the repairers.

An advertisement in the 1local press, the Inquirer, of
8/9/1841 says, "Thomas Mews and Samuel Cox, shipwrights and
boat Dbuilders, return thanks to the public for the
encouragement they have met with, and beg to give notice that
their business is still carried on at such prices as will
give satisfaction. Large boats built by the ton, small boats
by the foot."

The boat building yard of Mews and Cox was at Perth Lot L.34
and was situated on the corner of Mount’s Bay Road and Spring
Street, on the opposite corner to the Brewery, and remained
in their hands until 1863.

During April 1839 an inguiry was held in Perth to determine
the suitability of Jarrah for shipbuilding and Mews and Cox,
among others were called to give evidence.

As well as building boats this partnership also carried out
construction work for the forerunner of todays Public Works
Department such as building the first Perth Jetty at the foot
of William Street and the first bridge over the causeway
flats, this for the sum of 499 pounds in May 1842.

From about 1850 Thomas William Mews, senior, went into semi
retirement to his property by Mews Lake in North Perth and
his son, also Thomas William took over the business. It is
not certain if it was at that point that Samuel Cox pulled
out of the partnership but it is certain that by 1856 Samuel
was in business for himself as can be seen from the following
advertisement. "Samuel Cox, boat builder, Marner Gardens,
Mews Lake, near Perth. boat building in all its branches."

At the end of 1856 Samuel tendered to build a carvel built
boat for the Government for 3% pounds and in the Government
Gazette of 1/1/1857 it was announced that he had been awarded
the c¢ontract. ©On the 22/1/1857 the Government called for
tenders for the construction of a whaleboat for the Pilot
Service at King George’s Sound, (Albany).

The specifications were :- Length 25 feet, breadth 5 feet,
depth 1 foot 10 inches, she was to be clincher built, keel,
gunwhaleg,stem and sternpost to be of Mahogany, (Jarrah}.
Planking, thwarts, rising and linings to be Pine. The whole
to be copper fastened and covered with two coats of lead
colocured paint.

Samuel also won this contract,according to specification, for
28 pounds. On the 20/3/1860 a tender was called for the
building of a dinghy for the Mandurah ferry. It was to be
Mahogany throughout, clincher built, copper fastened and 10 x
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Reiiable yuaranter '1\ o with all Butlity, and Installations locally wu ervised . .
RIOHS g Y 1oL DENRY.

conmpetent man o1 frou Thornyeralt's Works.  Write for PRICES un
CATALOGUES o the 3OLE W.A AGENTS

"DENNY BROS., sHORT ST., FREMANTLE

Other Agenta:!
‘ QIBACN, BATTLE & CO., Sydnmey, W. A. RYAN, Auckland, N.I.

DENNY Bros., of Fremantle.
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4.75 x 1.5 feet. Samuel also won this contract at a price of
11 pounds 10 shillings.

His next contract wasg to build a Pilot boat for the Rottnest
Island Pilot Station for 34 pounds 10 shillings on the
18/6/1861. Again in December 1864 he was awarded the contract
to construct a Pinnace for the Government for 22 pounds.

Thisg Pinnace was the last recorded vessel built by this old
pioneer and on the 15th of July 1879 he passed away at the
age of 83 at the house of his old friends son, James Mews.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Government Gazettes, 1/1/1857, 22/1/1857,
4/3/1857, 20/3/1860, 18/6/1861, 13/12/1864.
Inguirer, 23/7/1879, 16/7/1879, 21/4/1841,
8/9/1841.

Perth Gazette, 7/5/1836, 7/5/1842.

Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 17/170,

Vol, 23/108% Vol 37/50, Vol 51/20.

The Herald Almanac, 1873, 1874.

W.A. Almanac, 1869

Early Days Journal, Vol 7, part 5, Whaling in
Cockburn Sound, by I Heppingstone,

Jane Dodd, by Lilian Heal.

The Colony of Western Australia, Nathaniel Ogle
London, 1837.

...................

CRITCH, Charles, of Fremantle.
also of Shark’s Bay, Onslow & Broome.

Charles was born in England at Chatham, Kent in 1862 and at
the age of 5 arrived with his parents at Fremantle. His
father, Henry, was a soldier guard who was part of an escort
bringing convicts from England. They arrived on the
17/12/1867 on the ship "NORWOOD" with Henry having the rank
of private in the 35th foot, an enrolled pensioner guard.
After leaving school Charles served his apprenticeship under
William (General) Jackson. In his own right, he appears as a
boat builder from 1886 to 1889. From family history, he
travelled North to wherever work was to be found, mainly
following the fortunes of the wvarious pearling grounds and
worked as a shipwright and trader at Shark’s Bay, Onslow and
Broomwme.

There are no known boats that can be attributed to him
personally.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

The Herald Almanac, 1886 through to 1889.
Oral history from Mrs Critch, granddaughter.

DAVIS, John, of Perth.

The only reference there is to this man is that when he
appeared in a court case on the 2/6/1836 as a witness he was
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referred to as a shipwright from the shipyard, Mount Eliza.
As this 1is the time that they were building the "LADY
STIRLING" it 1s safe to assume that he was engaged by Mr
Edwards the builder, to work on her. He is also possibly the
game man who in 1837 gained employment with the Carnac Island
Whaling Co and who was lost on the 8/7/1837 in the wreck of
the "SETTLER".

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Perth Gazette, 4/6/1836, (Court case).

...................

De LONGVILLE, J, of Fremantle.

We have no information on this person who had his
establishment on North Shore, Fremantle. He is first listed
as a shipwright in 1901 and continued working at the same
yvard until at least 1912.

He probably built dinghies and small craft for the fishing
and leisure market as no registered vessels were built by
him.

References. .Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1901 - 1912.

...................

DENNY BROS., John and James, of Rocky Bay.

John was born at Glasgow, Scotland and after his schooling
was employed by an uncle, owner of the famous shipbuilding
firm Denny Bros. He left after six months toc continue an
engineering apprenticeship. He then went to sea, including a
stint in the Egyptian Navy. John then joined British India
Steam Navigation Co. and served 1in their crack steamer
"AVOCA". Then in 1896 he joined the Spanish Government and
served as 2nd engineer on the "ARAWA" carrying Spanish troops
to Havana. After America joined the war John Denny returned
to England for a rest. Travelling tc W.A. at the height of
the gold boom he saw business opportunities and so returned
to England and secured a number of Agencies of British
Engineering firms then immediately returned to W.A. in 1897
and laid the foundations of his Company, Denny Bros,
Engineers.

His twin brother, Jamesg Leslie, after leaving school, did his
engineering apprenticeship at the shipyards, Denny Bros of
Dumbarton and on passing out also joined B.I.S.N.Co. He
stayed with them until he came to W.A. late in 1897 to join
his brother in the business.

When A.E. Brown built the ferry "PERTH" at his yard it was
Denny Bros who did the engineering work. They also built some
iron barges for the Government to transport stone from the
Rocky Bay quarries to the mouth of the river to construct
North and South Moles.

References. .West Australian, 1/1/1915.
The Mail, 9/7/1904.
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W.A. Yachting and Motor-boat Annuals, 1902/13.

Early Days Journal, Vol 4 part 1, From ocars to

diesel on the Swan, K.O. Murray.

20th Century Impressions of W.A., P.W.Thiele,Co

...................

DENTON, Cincintus, of Fremantle,

This shipwright resided at Lot 17 Tuckfield Street, Fremantle
during 1901 to 1903 and as there are no identifiable vessels
that can be traced to him it is assumed that he was an
employee of the larger shipyards.

Reference. .Fremantle City Council rate books.

...................

DIXON, Charles, of Fremantle.

The only references we have to this chap are that he was
listed as a boat builder with premises in Beach Street,
Fremantle in the directories of 1805 to 1812. From the rate
books we find that he was a resident of Fremantle from at
least 1901 and that his premises in Beach Street, Lot 284,
included not only a cottage but also a boat building shed so
it is probable that he was building unregistered wvessels
there. He was depicted in a photograph at the launching of
the timber lighter "ROCKINGHAM" which leads one to believe
that he may have been instrumental in the construction of
both the "ROCKINGHAM" and the "JARRAHDALE" on the front at
Rockingham.

References. .Pogt Office Directory, 1907.
Caption to photograph.
Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1905 - 1912.
Fremantle City Council rate books.

...................

DOUGLAS, William, of Albany.

Captain William Douglas was born on the 22/1/1848 near
Cambridge, England and arrived with his parents on the vessel
"SABRINA® on 19/6/1852. He married Emma Matilda Barrett in
Perth in July 1888 and shortly after they moved to Albany
where they had eight children, six of whom survived.

By 1873 he is recorded as being the owner of the cutter
"VICTORY" which was wrecked in 1875. His next wventure into
shipping was his ownership of the small steam tug, the
"PERSEVERANCE", and then came the steam tug "JESSIE" and in
1856 he purchased the tug "DUNSKEY".

His boat building activities began 1in 1906 when he
constructed a five ton timber steam launch, the
"PERSEVERANCE", the third vessel of his to bear that name.
She was powered by, after conversion,one naptha engine of 6
H.P. and was licensed to carry 40 passengers in and around
the Port of Albany.
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He built a lighter on the Kalgan River in 1913/20 to ship
apples from his and the surrounding properties to Albany. The
vessel never had a name and was Jjust referred to as the
lighter. She was 40ft long with a 12ft beam and 6.5ft in
depth. She was framed with local bush timber and the Jarrah
planking came from the old whaling station at Frenchman’s
Bay. Later on 1in her career she was decked in with timbers
from the wrecked schooner "RIP",

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Memories of Maritime Albany, by G. Le Marshall.
Maritime Museum report, No. 53.

...................

DOUST, Isaac, of Augusta.

In the middle of December 1874 the Pearl Shell fishery at
Shark’s Bay was beginning its boom period and many young men
from the South were fired up with the prospects of riches.
One of these young men was Julius Brockman, and in his
biography, "He Rode Alone" he recounts ;- "just about this
time the pearl fishing at Shark’s Bay broke out. All those
who could get a boat went up.

There was at that time a young woodsman named Isaac Doust who
was very handy. He 1lived at Augusta, at the mouth of the
Blackwood river. He had found a large Teak log washed ashore,
so he set to work and cut it up and built a very well shaped
boat, fourteen feet long. He sewed some chaff bags together
and made a sailing jib and launched her in the river. She
proved a beauty."

With his brother John, Julius purchased the boat and then
proceeded to sail her around Cape Leeuwin, up the coast to
Bunbury and after some repairs, carried out by the Bunbury
boat builder, James Gibbs, carried on to Fremantle! An
intrepid journey for such a small craft and two completely
inexperienced lads.

Isaac Doust was also bitten by the dream of riches and he too
travelled north to take up pearling. He purchased the two
masted schooner "SWAN", O/No.72469, of 27 tons in 1881. She
had a length of 45ft, breadth 15ft and depth of 7ft. and was
built in Fremantle in 1875. In April 1884 Isaac beached the
vessel at Swan Point, north of Broome, to carry out general
maintenance on the hull, There were a group of Aboriginals on
the Dbeach showing signs o0of friendliness, however, for
whatever cause, the aborigines attacked and murdered young
Isaac Doust.

References.."He Rode Alone", by Julius Brockman.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

...................

DUNKLEY, R, of Cossack.

Nothing is known of this person except that he is listed in
two Almanacs and as he was denoted as being a ship’s
carpenter it 1s probable that he was employed to maintain the
pearling fleets in their lay-up period.
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James Richard Dunn, Shipbuilder, of Albany.
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References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
W.A. Almanac, 1871.
The Herald Almanac, 1872 to 1874.

...................

DUNN, Edward, of Albany & Cossack.

Similarly to the wman listed above, there are only two
references in directories 1listing his occupation as a boat
builder. He first appears at Albany in 1897 and then later on
at Cossack during 1911. No known vessels are attributable to
him.

It is a probablllty that this man is the son of the person
mentioned in the next entry.

References. .Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1897. (Albany)
The Post QOffice Directory, 1911.
Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1905-1912.

...................

DUNN, James Richard, of Albany.

In 1849 Captain Thomas Symers had a vessel built on the King
River. She was a schooner named the "FAIRY". (see Symers)

The shipbuilder in charge of her construction was J R Dunn
and after her launching the wvessel was brought to Oyster
Harbour on the 15th of June 1849%. He ran into problems with
non payment of wmonies and after other avenues failed
petitioned the Governor as follows,

"the petition of James Richard Dunn, Shipbuilder, humbly
sheweth, that in pursuance of the enclosed agreement your
petitioner employed wmen (including Solomon Cook), found
materials and furnished money to the amount of three hundred
pounds sterling and upwards and brought the schooner "FAIRY"
into Princess Royal Harbour"

Of the other partners in this venture John Thomas the Whaler
and Captain Symers, the former alleged he had no funds and
Symers just rode roughshod over all.

Symers seized possession of the ship when there was only two
weeks work left to finish her and dared Dunn to step foot on
board.

The result was that the "FAIRY" was just left to rot and sink
at her anchors in Oyster Harbour and Dunn was left destitute.
By the 7/10/1850 the Albany Resident, in support of Dunn
wrote to the Colonial secretary thus,

"but the prevailing opinion here is that Dunn is an ill-used
man. He has laboured hard himself and employed others at a
great expense to bring the wvessel to 1its present state
towards completion,.

He has an increasing family, is industrious and has lost an
arm, so that if His Excellency can afford him protection it
will be well bestowed.™

As far as we can tell this was the only vessel that Dunn
built as shortly after he became a police constable in
Albany.
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References..Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 202/162,
202/164, 202/165.

...................

EDWARDS, James, of Fremantle.

He arrived at the Swan River Colony on the 8/5/1830 on the
emigrant ship "JAMES" with his indentured servant James
Boardman. He was a boat builder by trade and on arriving at
Fremantle he was employed by Mr Manning as a Mariner and boat
builder. However, he died shortly after and following is an
account of the Inguiry, which, was strangely held two years
later.

Guildford, 25/10/1832.
Honoured Sir,
A man named James Edwards, a boat builder, also a man named
James Boardman, his indentured servant arrived in thig Colony
in the brig "JAMES" and hired himself to me at the rate of
five pounds per month for himself and man, I agreeing to
board them.
AL the time he engaged himself to me he was labouring under a
most severe attack of dysentery. he was with me about a week
when one evening I left him at home with a servant of mine
named John Best, since dead, when procuring a light for the
lamp or fire he had the misfortune to blow his thumb nearly
from his hand with a flask of powder. I was immediately sent
for and procured the assistance of Doctor Harrison who
attended him until he died. Mr Lewis attended the funeral, I
only making the coffin.
The funeral was conducted very respectfully, his fellow
passengers volunteered and carried him to his grave. I am not
positive but I think Luke Leake read the burial service.
I that day proceeded to take an inventory of his effects and
proposed selling them by public auction, when I was overruled
by James Boardman and a man named Wilson. They told me I had
nothing to do with the business.
He then removed his boxes to Wilson’s tent and lived with
Wilson and commenced selling the property he had in charge by
private contract. He afterwards left the Colony with Wilson
for Hobart Town.
All the cash I saw was in a belt and amounted to thirteen
sovereigns but originally there appeared to be thirty two as
there were places sewed around for that number.®
Although there is no evidence that James Edwards ever built a
boat in the short time he spent in the Colony the fact that
he is recorded in the musters as a boat builder and was
employed as such is sufficient to have him included in this
list and it also illustrates some of the hardships our early
pioneers endured.

References..Dictionary of West Australiansg, Erikson.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 24/159.
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EDWARDS, William Hugh, of Perth & Fremantle.

born in England in 1792 he arrived at the Swan River Colony
on the 29/9/1829 aboard the brig "AMITY" from Sydney, N.S.W.
via the north of Australia. He had been at Port Essington and
had decided to stop at Fremantle when the ship was on its way
back to Sydney. The "AMITY" was the vessel that brought the
settlers to Albany to begin the first settlement in the new
Western Colony.

A short time after his arrival in Fremantle he sent for his
wife Bridget and his daughter Caroline, who were still at
Sydney, to join him and after they arrived they were to have
another four children.

Hig first recorded occupation in the Colony was that of an
Innkeeper, as during 1830 he was in charge of the "Waterman’s
Armg" hotel in Fremantle.

It is not certain just when he took up his calling as a boat
and ship builder but from C.S.R. letters and contemporary
newspaper reports it is obvious he combined both Innkeeping
and boatbuilding at the same time, or maybe, his wife ran the
hotel in his name whilst he concentrated on his shipwrights
trade. That he was described as a boat builder in 1831 is
certain as he had to appear as a witness in an inguest on the
13/12/1831 after having found the body of John Hokin, a
boatman, who was drowned in Melville Water when his limestone
laden craft sank.

On the 19/7/1832 William drew 50lbs of Flour from the
Commissariat, this was common in the early days until enocugh
land had been cleared on their blocks to raise their own food
crops. On arrival in the Colony, because of his assets,
William was granted 200 acres of land in what is now South
Perth, Lot 41, opposite Point Heathcote and just north of the
Canning bridge. he also selected lots 25 & 27 in the township
of Perth and 500 acres at the mouth of the Canning river.
These last three lots he sold in August 1833.

The first proven boat built by Edwards was a seven ton craft
named "ENDEAVOUR" which was built in early 1834. The
newspaper report of 22/3/1834 states, "a boat recently built
by Edwards, at Perth, for Moore and Hunt is now fitting out
for a sealing cruise, it is expected she will sail for King
George’s Sound in the course of a week or two, to seal on the
Islands in that neighbourhood."

The partnership between Hunt and Moore was dissolved in
February 1835 and the "ENDEAVOUR" was sold at public auction.
The second known vessel to be built by Edwards was the
Guildford Horse ferry and the report in the press says in
part, "this is one of the best specimens of workmanship in
the Colony, and real taste and judgement have been displayed
in the design. Edwards, of Perth, obtained the contract and
has done justice to it."

His next wventure that we know of was the construction of the
"LADY STIRLING". This wvessel was begun by the Colony’s first
boat builder, James Lawson Smith, who because of 1ll health
had to return to England, (for more information see his
entry). The frame of the wvessel sat in the Government
Dockyard under Mount Eliza until it was decided by the
Government to auction it along with the half built hull
laying at Garden Island. At the auction the hulls were bought
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by Captain Daniel Scott, who bid 40 pounds. Nothing is known
of the fate of the Garden Island hull but William Edwards was
contracted tc complete the one at Mount Eliza.

It is worth gquoting from the contemporary newspaper of the
21/5/1836 regarding the launch of this wvessel.

"The launch of the "LADY STIRLING".

This small vessel, the first built in this Colony constructed
of colonial timber was launched on Thursday last. The
preparations, made by Captain Scott, Harbour Master, the
owner of the vessel, were complete and the little craft slid
majestically into her future element, her cradles and ways
having been well constructed by the shipwright Mr Edwards.
The scene was highly animated, Melville and Perth Waters
being studded with boats richly freighted with the fair
inhabitants of Perth. "Rule Brittania" and other national
airs, played by a musical party on the river, contributed to
enliven the scene. A poetical description of this interesting
occurrence, which will appear in our next, has been sent to
us which relieves us from further remark".

The vessel was christened "LADY STIRLING" by the lady of the
Surveyor-General, Mr Roe. His Excellency Sir James and Lady
Stirling were on a visit to some friends at the head of the
Swan and were consequently prevented from attending. We
heartily wish the spirited owner every success."

It was suggested that Sir James Stirling himself helped to
design the ship. On the 28/5/1836 a long poem was published
to honour the launching and to praise her builders.

After fitting out Captain Scott took the vessel down river to
take her to sea, but she struck on the bar at the mouth of
the river and stayed there being pounded for two days.

In the attempts to get her off three dinghies were stove in
and anchors lost, all to the value of 90 pounds. When she was
eventually got off 60 pounds worth of damage had to be made
good.

As well as boat building William carried out repairs to
private as well as Government craft and on the 10/1/1837 he
wrote to the Colonial secretary, "Sir, according to your wish
I have made an estimate of the extra work on board the
"CHAMPION", (the Government Schooner), that is to build a
bulkhead at the after part of the deck, to put up eight bed
places and two lockers, in companion hatch and ladder for the
sum of 23 pounds, your obedient servant, W.H. Edwards".

Also on the 4/3/1837 he won the contract to repalir the
ferryboat, the flat bottomed boat without oars, the Fremantle
ferry and the large and small boats belonging to the
"CHAMPION".

William Edwards maintained his land holding in South Perth
and in 1838 he was becoming increasingly annoyed at the
timber cutters poaching wood from his land and so
consequently he issued a strongly worded letter on the
subject.

At this time he also owned three lots in Perth with two on
the waterfront. Today they front onto Mounts Bay Road and
they are on either side of Spring Street. The lot numbers are
L 25 and L 27. It is believed that Lot 27 was his
boatbuilding yard and Lot 25 was residential. His wife
Bridget was the registered owner of Lot 306 in Fremantle
which faces onto Cantonment Street. His other Perth Lot was



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT PAGE 62

Lot F 4 which ran from Hay Street down to St George’s Terrace
just west of Barrack Street.

On the 9/2/1839 an advertisement in the local press states
that Mr Edwards built the cutter "ELIZA".

By 1840 Edwards was in partnership with John Hokin, the son
of the man who was drowned in 1831 and one of their jobs was
to repair a barge or flat belonging to Mr Manning. There was
a dispute over the costs involved and it went to court.
Called as witnesses were other boat builders, namely Bobin
and T.W. Mews, junior and senior.

Edwards and Hokin dissolved their partnership on the
14/11/1840 by mutual consent.

Also in 1840 an enguiry was held by the British Government
into the suitability of Jarrah, (sometimes called Swan River
Mahogany), for ship building and other purposes. In part this
report says, "for shipbuilding it is admirably adapted". 1In
another report by Mr Trigg in the same paper on the same
subject, he says, " in this opinion I am not singular, I am
confirmed in it by our shipwrights and boat builders, Messr’s
Mews & Cox and also Mr Edwards, the person who first used it
for boat building in 1829. They further agreed with my report
in saying that the Mahogany is the finest timber for planking
they ever used. A cathead cut for the "HERO" by Mr Edwards
out of a tree felled nearly eight years ago, was found, when
that vessel was here last, as fresh to all appearances as
when first felled."

In April 1843 William was still accepting contracts from the
Government for shipwright’s work and on the 10/11/1843 he was
granted a license, (No. 16), for his own river cargo and
passenger boat named "JACK TAR". She was cutter rigged and
plied between Perth and Fremantle.

By 1844 Mr Edwards had shifted to Fremantle and according to
the newspaper on 25/1/1845 built the "ROSANNA", sometimesg
called the "ROSE ANNA". the report says, "the ROSANNA", a
colonial built craft sailed for South Australia this morning.
This. is her first adventure on the perilous deep. She is
spoken of as being a credible specimen of what can be turned
out by our shipbuilders. Mr Edwards, of Fremantle was the
builder."

The "ROSE ANNA" was a wooden single masted cutter of 21 tons
and built for a Mr William Heard of Fremantle. In May 1845 he
had the registration transferred to the Port of Adelaide.
During 1852 the vessel was lengthened and remeasured and her
tonnage was increased to 30 tons. After a number of changes
in ownership the vessel was wrecked at Sandridge, Victoria,
now known as Port Melbourne in October 1866.

Also in 1845 he built the "RIVER CHIEF" at Mandurah. She was
laid down as the "JOSEPH MORRIS" but the owner went bankrupt
and after being sold was finished under her new name. She was
a two masted brig, 0/No.32578 of 158 tons and her dimensions
were 71.9 x 27.5 x 11.7 feet. After having a number of owners
gshe was wrecked at the Richmond River in N.S.W. in November
1865.

The last record we have of this enterprising pioneer ship
builder is a letter written in 1847 in which he tenders to
carry the mails between Perth and Fremantle and return on a
daily basis for a period of six months for sixty pounds.
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There are probably other vessels that Mr Edwards built as
there were a number of coasters and river craft built during
his time that we know of but don’t know the builder.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
History of Commerce and Industry, Firkins.
The Western Gateway, Fremantle City Library.
Unfinished voyages, Vol 1, Henderson.
Government Gazettes.
Perth Gazette, 22/3/1834, 5/7/1834, 21/5/183¢,
28/5/1836.
Inguirer, 21/4/1841, 24/8/1841.
R.W.A.H.S., Early Days Journals.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 37/9, 51/66,
Vol 161/166, Vol 312/217.
Ships of Australia and New Zealand before 1850,
Ronald Parsons, 1983. Private printing.
The Colony of Westerm Australia, Nathaniel Ogle
London, 1837.

...................

ERENSEUISON, Henrichus, of Fremantle.

He was born in 1845 and at the age of 20 he was convicted at
Norwich for manslaughter. At the time of the offence he was
an unmarried seaman. Upon conviction he was sentenced to 20
years transportation and after a period in the hulks arrived
at the Swan River Colony on board the convict transport
"NORWOOD" on the 14/7/1867, (No.9444) .

He achieved his ticket-of-leave on the 20/8/1875 and his
conditional freedom on 30/11/1886.

He was married 1in Perth to Annie Buggins and they were to
have three children.

During his time as a convict he was self employed as a boat
builder, subcontracting his labour to others. In the late
1880's he became a builder and contractor and resided in Lake
Street, Perth.

No known veggels are attributable to him.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

EVANS, Clarence, of East Fremantle.

We have only three references to this beoat builder. The first
ig an advertisement which states that his premises were at
the riverside, East Fremantle, this was alsc known as
Riverside Drive, Richmond. In the article accompanying the ad
it says, "at Richmond, Fremantle, C. Evans is now engaged
renovating the old "THISTLE" a well known Government launch.
This craft has lately been acquired by Mr A. McLennan and
will be use for pubic sexrvice in the harbour, etc.

The whole boat above the waterline is being rebuilt and a
cabin forward will be constructed to cover the engine as well
ags to provide other accommodation.
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"THISTLE" will be equipped with a 30 H.P. kerosene engine.
The launch is in length 54ft, beam 10ft and depth 6ft."
Another reference to this builder ig that he is lisgted in the
1909 to 1924 directories.

In the book, This is East Fremantle, by Jack Lee appears this
passage :- "A lazy old devil but a good ship’s carpenter",
was the description given by o0ld resident Reg Jarman of a man
who lived on the edge of Riverside Road in a dwelling that
would be considered unconventional by any standards and at
any time.

The shipwright, Clarrie Evans, was already living in his
makeshift home when Jarman came to Perth from Brisbane as a
teenager in 1902. Evan’s home was a boat cabin taken from an
0ld sailing ship, believed to be the "SAMUEL PLIMSOLL". It
was about the size of an ordinary lounge room and Evansg lived
in it alone, nearby was the shed in which he built and
repaired ship’s boats.

Evans later became a hulk keeper, and looked after the old
sailing ship hulks that lay in the harbour, mostly on North
Wharf, and used mainly as coal hulks.

As they outlived their usefullness they were usually towed
out to sea and sunk behind Rottnest Island.

References. .Post Office Directory, 1911.
W.A. Yachting and Motor-boat Annuals 1902/13.
Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1209 - 1%24.
This is East Fremantle, by Jack Lee.

...................

FARMER, Charles, of Perth,

Charles was born in England in 1799 and arrived at the Swan
River Colony in the emigrant ship "ELIZA" on the 8/5/1830. He
was married on the 9/8/1831 at Perth to Margaret Spencer and
they had nine children.

On the 30/6/1831 Charles applied for 1land and on the
application form he gives his occupation, shipwright and fish
curer. Hig number on the muster roll was 1464. To apply for
land the emigrant needed assets and those which Charles
brought with him are as follows :-

(the transcription is as it is spelt).

2 chest of tooles, 1 wife saw, 1 foarme saw, 1 crosscut saw,
1 fanling axe, 3 timber dogs, 1251lbs nails, 18 pairsg hinges,
61lb of screwes, 2 nail wrinch, 1 coffee mill.

Under the provisions heading he brought : -

1 barrel of bread, 1 barrel of flower, 1 barrel of beef, 1
bag of sugar, 1 bag of coffee.

Under the miscellaneous column he lists :-

1 chest of clothes, 1 bell tent, 1 bedstead, 1 table, a
quantity of crockry, 2 tin kettles, 2 sawspan, 6lbs of
gunpowder, 2 guns, 121bs sail twine, 60 fathoms of timber
line, 261bs of white lead, 5 gallons of paint o¢il and 3
gallons of lamp oil.™"

From these assets he was permitted to select 210 acres, part
of which was 10 acres on Rottnest Island, lot 41 in South
Perth which he promptly sold to W.H.Edwards, and Perth Town
lot 527 in Adelaide Terrace. Charles died of tetanus on the
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27/7/1845 at Perth. There is no record of him building any
boats but it is possible that he worked on some of our early
river craft.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
(Colonial Secretaries records, Vol 17/31.

...................

FARMER, J, of Quindalup.

On the 2nd of March 1876 at Quindalup, near Busselton, a two
masted fore and aft schooner was launched.

She was the "ELOISE" and was of 32.74 tons. Her dimensions
were 55.75 x 14 x 6 feet and she was built for Mr W D Moore,
a Merchant from Fremantle.

The builder was a Mr J Farmer and unfortunately we know
nothing of him. The vessel however, after a number of years
on the coast as a trading vessel was eventually sold into the
pearling industry where she was wrecked during a squall near
Lamack Island in York Sound on the 5/1/189%92.

This is the only known vessel to have been buillt by this man.

Reference. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

FAY, Lawrance, of Fremantle.

He arrived at Fremantle on the 19/8/1853 on the ship "ROBERT
SMALL" with his parents, Henry and 2Anne, and when his
schooldays were over he was apprenticed as a shipwright,
possibly with William Jackson who was prominent then.

At the age of 21 he was married at Fremantle to Elizabeth
McCann and they produced two children, Lawrance and Mary.

They purchased a block of land in Fremantle at Lot 452 Collie
Street and they built their cottage, where they lived for the
rest of their lives.

He is listed as a boat builder through the years 1878 to 1896
but it 1s obvious that Lawrance spent his working life being
employed by others as there is no record of him having built
any c¢raft in his own name.

We do know that he repaired vessels though. From The Morning
Herald of the 16/1/1883 we read that the schooner "AZELIA™
had been 1ying in Gage’s Roads for some time, vertually
derelict. She had been ashore on occasions through storms and
broken moorings and was a sad sight.

Mr Lawrence Fay undertook to completely overhaul and repailr
the vessel for her new owners, Mess’rs Manning and McRae and
fit her out for the pearling industry. This lease of life
gave the old ship another four years of active service as she
was broken up during 1887,

It is gquite possible that he was employed by Robert Wrightson
on some of his shipbuilding projects as they were good mates
and drinking partners.

References. .Dictionary of West Australiang, Erikson.
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the Herald Almanac, 1878 to 1889

Wise’s Post 0Office Directory, 1894 to 1896,
Fremantle City Council rate books.

The Morning Herald, 16/1/1883.

...................

FERRIS, David, of Broome.

The only reference we have to this man is a boat builder’s
certificate for the two masted schooner, "FREMANTLE",
0/No.125027. She was of 15.5 tons and was 48.5 feet in length
a breadth of 12.5 feet and a depth of 6.4 feet. The vessel
wag built for the major pearling company, Streeter & Male
during 1907. Her registry was cancelled in 1928 as she had
been left on the beach to rot and had become derelict.
The certificate reads thus,
Port of Broome, 11/3/1908.
I, David Ferrisg, shipbuilder, at Broome do hereby certify
that the sailing vessel "FREMANTLE", of 12 tons, having one
deck and fitted with two masts, schooner rigged, was built by
me on Streeter’s foreshore in the year 1908 and launched on
the 2/4/1908, on account of Arthur Male, M.L.A. of Perth and
pearler of Broome who owns all sixty four shares and I have
no further claim on the vessel.

gigned, David Ferris, Shipbuilder
David was probably employed as a shipwright by the company to
maintain their fleet of luggers and built this ship during
the layups.
He is recorded as a shipwright residing at Broome from at
least 1905 to 1915.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Boat Builders Certificate for "FREMANTLE".
Wise’s Post QOffice Directory, 1905 - 1915.

...................

FISHWICK, George Alfred of Perth.

He was born in 1832 in Fremantle and in 1855 he married at
Fremantle Catherine McCarthy. She alsc was born in Fremantle
in 1835 and was the daughter of a policeman. They moved to
Perth shortly after their wedding and bought a cottage, known
as Bermondsay Cottage, in Brown Street, East Perth and there
they produced their ten children.

George had a varied career during his life, beginning as a
mariner, then a convict warder, then a priscn warder in
charge cf the Northam Recad Gang. After leaving the convict
service he then became a sailmaker in 1884 and then from 1886
through to 1889 he is listed as a boat builder.

He must have been employed by one of the larger shipyards in
Perth as there is no record cof him having built any wvessels
himself.
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References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1886 to 1889,

...................

FORSYTH, William Lawrance, of Fremantle & Albany.

To guote from a letter from his grandson, Ron Forsyth of
Esperance, William Forsyth was born in Fremantle in 1874. His
father George was Harbour Master at Fremantle at that time. I
should also mention that in the line of duty George designed
at least three Dboats for the Fremantle Pilot Service and
fortunately these are still extant and reproductions of them
will be found in this book.

William was apprenticed to the shipwright’s trade through
Charles Petterson, a Danish immigrant. After completing his
indentures he began building yachts for the pleasure market.
In 1907 he moved to Albany, where he was known as "Chippie
Forsyth" and gained employment with the well known firm of
Armstrong & Waters, maintaining their fleet of pleasure boats
as well as building the occasional yacht. About 1910 he went
into partnership with Norman Templar and he had his own
premises at the foot of the o0ld Albany town jetty. It was
here that he built the small steam launch "MARY" and also the
double ended launch "DOROTHY"., They were used for charter
work on the Kalgan River and used to take holiday-makers up
the river to Hobson’s Tea-rooms. She was built of Kauri Pine
and later had a two cylinder engine.

The "MARY" was later sold and brought up to Perth and as
recently as 1966 was still on the Swan River.

In 1922 he brought his family back to South Fremantle where
he went back to working with a Petterson, this time it was
the son, also Charlie, before branching out on his own again.
His gon Keith Forsyth, Dbecame manager of the Harbour and
Lights Department at Fremantle and William was given the
contract to build the pilot boat "CHARLES CROWTHER" for the
Department and sailed it to Geraldton where it did service
for many years.

Another wvessel that he built was the "WOLVERINE" which he
built at A.E. Brown’s yard in HNorth Fremantle and later
delivered to Sydney, N.S5.W.

There are photos of higs premises and boats at the Albany
Museum,

References. .Letter and photecs from Grandson.
Colonial Secretariesg Records.

...................

GARRARD, William, of Geraldton.

He was born in England in 1822 and went to sea as a ship’s
carpenter. By the time he was 37 he had married and he and
his wife had four children. He was then caught receiving
stolen goods and went to trial at Ipswich in 1859. He was
found guilty and was sentenced to six years transportation.
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After a couple of years in the hulks he was put aboard the
convict transport "NORWOOD" and sailed for the Swan River
Colony arriving at Fremantle on the 9/6/1862, (No.6306).

His ticket-of-leave was granted on 11/7/1862. He applied to
bring his wife and children out to the Colony and after they
had arrived he received his conditional pardon and the family
moved to Geraldton.

In 1863 the ship "AFRICAN" hit a reef south-west of Geraldton
and the Master managed to beach her near the town. When the
vessel was inspected by the surveyor she was condemned and
the hull and cargo was sold at auction.

After the hull was purchased it was broken up and the timbers
taken to Williams yard where he set about the construction of
three vessels. To achieve this he employed up to nine ticket-
of-leave men as carpenters and boat builders.

The three vessels were the "MARY ANN", with Daniel Chapman as
partner, the "LASS OF GERALDTON" and the "ALBATRQOSS™"

The first of these, the "MARY ANN", was a two masted schooner
of 33 tonsg, (0/No.36551), her length was 42 feet, breadth 17
feet and depth 7 feet. She was built for George Shenton in
1864 and after a relatively short life was reported as having
been broken up in December 1872, See also entry for Daniel
Chapman .

The second vessel built was the "LASS OF GERALDTON®, also a
two masted schooner of 37 tons. Her dimensions were 60 x 16 x
7 feet. She wag launched in 1865 and her official number was
52231. She too was built for George Shenton and his partner
in Geraldton, Charles Crowther.

At her launching the Inquirer newspaper described her as "a
- very smart looking craft, a regular clipper in appearance®.

On 25/3/1867 she set out from Fremantle for Bunbury. Henry
O’Grady was the Captain and she had five crew members and two
passengers aboard, including the pioneer merchant, mine owner
and part owner of the vessel, George Shenton. At about 1 P.M.
on the same day, she became unmanageable during a squall,
heeling right over and finally capsizing. Four crewmen and
the two passengers were lost in the disaster. The incident
occurred about 12 miles south of the mouth of the Murray
River,

The third vessel to be completed was the "ALBATROSS" and she
was launched in 1867. She was 18 tons burden and was only
licensed to operate within the harbour limits of Geraldton.
She was built for the purpose of carrying cargo, such as ore
from the mines and produce ocut to the ships anchored in the
harbour of Champion Bay.

On the 15/6/1868 strong westerly winds drove the two masted
schooner "SEA BIRD", 0O/No.36555, of 40 tonsg and the
"TWINKLING STAR", another two masted schooner, 0/N0.49320, of
59 tons ashore at Port Irwin, now Dongara. The Government
Resident at Geraldton chartered the "ALBATROSSY" and sent her
down to the scene of the disaster with carpenters and salvage
equipment to attempt toc refloat them. On the 24th of June
this was accomplished and the "ALBATROSS" sailed from Port
Irwin for Geraldton. As well as her normal crew she had on
board members of Mr Bateman’s whaling crew. The "SEA BIRD"
sailed in company to reach Geraldton, but the weather,
blowing hard from the North West, prevented her making
headway, so she turnéd back.
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The "ALBATROSS" pressed on but on reaching Point Moore the
Captain found it impossible to round up for the harbour so
she too turned back. When she was about a mile offshore,
oppoeite the mouth of the Irwin River, a huge gea rolled on
board and swamped her. The maste went by the board and the
deck was swept clean. The passengers were waghed off the now
battered hulk into the boiling surf.

The hull of the vessel was then rolled over and over in the
swells and surge until it grounded on the bar at the mouth of
the river. Seven men and a woman were drowned including
William Garrard himsgelf. Only three men were able to survive
by making it to the shore.

William and his wife had bought a block of land in Geraldton
and they had built their cottage there. It was at Lot 118 in
Marine Terrace. After his death Mrs Garrard ran a boarding
house 1in Geraldton for many years. Their only son, also
William, was aboard the schooner "GEM" when she was lost with
all hands off Rottnest Island in 1876.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Unfinished Voyages, Vol 2, Henderson.
W.A. Almanac, 1865 to 1868.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Inquirer newspaper.
Colonial Secretaries Records.

...................

GEARY, William, of Albany.

Nothing is known of this man except that which came from an
interview with an old time Albany resident named Les Douglas.
"the "E.M.D." was built about 1909 for William Douglas by an
Albany boat builder named Bill Geary. She was 30 feet long
with a 9 ft beam and 3ft draught. Her engine was a four
cylinder Wolverine petrol engine. She was originally fitted
with a mast and sail that could be lowered for passing under
the Kalgan River bridges. She was primarily used for taking
stores out to ships lying at anchor in the harbour.

The only other known vessel built by Mr Geary was the motor
launch "GEQRGIC", constructed in 1913. She was wide with a
bluff bow and square stern. She was built for Armstrong and
Waters and carried 35 passengers. Her role was to convey the
trippers up to Hopson’'s Tea Rooms on the upper Kalgan River.
By 1952 her passenger days were over and the Austins bought
her and used her to tow the whales from the chasers to the
flensing deck. When the whaling finished her engine was
removed and later she was presented to the Whaling Museum
where she can still be seen.

References. .Memories of Maritime Albany. by G. Del Marshall
Maritime Museum report, No.53.

GEORGE, Frederick, of Fremantle.

All we know of this man is that he appears as a ratepayer in
Fremantle where he lists his occupation as a boat builder in
1883 . He regided at Lot 462, Nailrn Street where he had a two
room cottage.
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He most probably worked for others as there are no known
vessels that are attributable to him.

References. .Fremantle City Council rate books.

GIBBS, James Dagley, of Bunbury.

James was born at Aylesbury, in Buckinghamshire, England, in
1822 and emigrated to the Swan River Colony on the ship
"TRUSTY", arriving at Fremantle on the 23/5/1844, He married
firstly, Charlotte Narroway and secondly, Alice Parkes and
between them they had fourteen children, one of whom, Lillian
was to marry another boat builder, A.E. Brown.

He went first to Picton and then Australind before finally
settling at Bunbury. His trade was that of a carpenter, but
he also made coffins, was a wheelwright and at one stage in
his career took to boat building, constructing the "STAR OF
THE SOUTH" at Bumnbury in 1875.

She was cutter rigged, O/No.75297, and of 9.5 tons. Her
length was 36ft, breadth 11ft and depth 4.5ft. She ran
regularly from Fremantle to Bunbury and the Vasse and in 1884
was lengthened and reregistered. Her final owner was M.C.
Davies, the timber merchants and mill owners of Hamelin Bay.
James other venture into sghip building was the two masted
schooner, YBELLE OF BUNBURY", O/No.75298, of 42 tons. Her
dimensions were, 55 x 17 x 7 feet.She was built during 1876
and launched in Januaxry 1877. She was wrecked in a gale in
Cockburn Sound on the 7th of April 1877.

J.D. Gibbs passed away at Bunbury in 1905.

References. .Early Days Journal, Vol 3,Pt 1, R.W.A.H.S.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Gibbs Genealogy.
Bunbury Herald, 4/1/1%05.
Herald Almanac, 1866 to 1876.
Brockman Family history, "He Rode Alone™",
W.A. Almanac, 1866 to 1871.

GIBSON, David, of Geraldton.

David was born in 1829 and after schooling was apprenticed to
the carpentry trade. He married and had four children.

At the age of 28 he was arrested and charged with rape, and
upon conviction at the Hertfordshire Court was sentenced to
twenty years transportation. After four years penal servitude
in the U.K. he arrived at Fremantle on the convict ship
"MERCHANTMAN" on the 16/2/1863, (No.6874). He was granted his
ticket-of-leave, 12/7/1863 and his conditional pardon on the
10/8/1868.

He purchased two cottages at Geraldton but sold them during
1881 and then in 1884 he left the Swan River Colony to take
up residence in South Australia.

It is not recorded that he built any boats on his own account
but it is probable that he was one of the men employed by
William Garrard.
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References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

GIORGETTI, Samuel, of Fremantle.

This man was also a convict, he was born in 1837 and at the
age of 28 was an unmarried sailor. He got into a fight and
was arrested and charged with manslaughter.

He was convicted at the Monmmouth Assizes in 1865 and was
sentenced to ten vyears transportation. He arrived at
Fremantle on the transport "CORONA" on the 22/12/1866,
(No.9161) . He received his ticket-of-leave on the 26/8/1870
and his conditional freedom,30/8/1875.

He was employed as a boat rigger, general servant and boatman
but no known boats are listed in his name so he was probably
engaged by others.

References. .Dictionary of West Ausgtraliang, Erikson.

...................

GONZALES, Rose, of Broome.

Rose Gonzales was a businesswoman in Broome, who with her
husband James owned their own fleet of pearling luggers. She
is the registered builder of the two masted schooners named
"ALOYSIUS", O/No.125025, and the "AQUINALDOY, O/No.125024.
The first was wrecked at the entrance to Roebuck Bay during a
cyclone on the 19/10/1910 and the second was left on the
beach at Broome to rot. Other vessels that the couple owned
were, "NELLIE", "MOZEL", "JOAN OF ARC" and "DONA ELSIE".
The beoat builders certificate for the "AQUINALDO" reads,
I, Rose Gonzales, shipbuilder, of Broome do hereby certify
that the sailing wvessel "AQUINALDO" of 13.75 tons having one
deck and two masts, schooner rigged, was built by myself at
my yard in the year 1904 and launched on the 3/3/1904, by
myself for myself.

signed, Rose Gonzales, Owner.
It is most unlikely that Rose Gonzales had anything to do
with the actual construction of the two vessels as there was
a large workforce of not only Japanese, but Kupangers and
many other nationalities which included carpenters and boat
builders. The situation whereby the owner and financial
backer of the vessel signs the boat builders certificate is a
common occurrence in this industry, especially amongst the
pearling fraternity at Broome. Archie Male, for example.
A story associated with the Broome boat building industry is
that the law forbad foreigners, particularly the Japanese
from building and owning Australian registered vessels. The
fleet owners got around this no-building law by retrieving a
dozen or so planks, or other bits and pieces, from a wrecked
or abandoned vessel and incorporating them into a vessel
being newly built, thereby c¢laiming that they were only
reconstructing the original vessel!

References. .4 Fathoms Deep, M.A. Baines.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
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Boat Builders certificate for "AQUINALDO®",

GORDON, Alexander, of Fremantle.

This man was born in 1840 and after leaving school became a
block cutter. He married and had two children and was
literate. He obviously felt the cold Glasgow winters keenly
as he was arrested and charged with arson and attempted
arsomn.

Upon conviction at the Glasgow Assizeg he was sentenced to 21
years transportation to a warmer clime. After pondering his
crimes in the hulks he arrived at the Swan River Colony
aboard the convict transport "HOUGOUMONT" on the 10/1/1868,
(N0o.9747). He gained his ticket-of-leave, 26/10/1874 and his
conditional pardon, 21/4/1881 and finally his certificate of
remission on the 22/5/1886.

During his career he 1is registered as a shipwright at
Fremantle, working for himself, probably subcontracting his
labour to the established yards. Later he became a carpenter.

References..Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

GOURLEY, H & R. of East PFremantle.

It is strange that a researcher can find out more about
persong who lived a hundred years ago than persons who lived
and worked within living memory. The Gourley family are such.
Their premises were in Riverside Road, Richmond, near to
where the old H.M.A.S5. Leeuwin is gituated.

The first piece of information to hand is that Mr H Gourley
degsigned and built a yacht named "PIONEER". Her dimensions
were, L.O.A. 32ft, beam 9ft, with a gelf-draining cockpit and
the sails were by Hudson’s.

They alsc built two rater type vachts named "LYNX" and
"PENELOPE" .

Mr R. Gourley, brother of the above, built an extreme rater
type of vyacht and named her "MAYFLOWER". In the same year
1906 he built for a Mr B Lehmann, a motor launch named
"IVERNA 2", She was fitted with a 4.5 H.P. Smalley motor.

In existence are photographs of these craft.

Neither of the brothers married and so there are no
descendants to ask about their history.

References..W.A. Yachting and Motor-boat Annuals, 1902/13.

GREEN, William, of Perth.

William was borm on the 8/6/1837, the son of George and Jane.
George was a boatman and is believed to have built a schooner
named the "EVERGREEN". However I have yet to find factual
evidence of this, although we do know that he owned and
sailed this vessel and others.
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The father and son became known to the public due to the
Licensing Act. This Act, known as "The Act, For The Licensing
of Boats and Beoatmen" came into effect on the 21/7/1843. This
Act, as distinct from the British Shipping registers, was
designed to control and regulate the passenger and cargo
vessels, and their crews, operating on the Swan River and in
the outports such as Albany, Bunbury and Geraldton.

The first licenses were granted on the 1/9/1843 and License
No.l was issued to a cutter rigged boat named the "ANTELOPE",
owned by D. Murray.

George Green received his boatman’s license on 19/1/1857 and
his son William also received a ticket, but his was endorsed,
"not to be placed in charge®.

Two weeks after gaining hig certificate George purchased the
screw steamer, "LES TROIS AMISY, a 70ft vessel that had been
built in England and steamed/sailed to Australia. She was one
of the first steamers to operate on the Swan River. George,
however took her out of the river and ran her on the coast
between Port Gregory and Bunbury and ports in between. In
1859 the engine was removed and she was rerigged as a
schooner, still operating in her cargo/passenger role until
she was sold and went into the pearling industry.

The Green’s next river craft was a vessel named "MARY JANE",
she was six tons burthen and licensed to carry 42 passengers
and/or cargo.

Apart from the maritime trade the other industry that held
their attention was their Roller Flour Mill that they
established on Perth Town Lot G.Z2., this was on the corner of
Hay and William Streets, incidentally, it is where the engine
of the "LES TROIS AMIS" was taken to power the machinery.

By 1864 William had gained his Master’s Certificate and was
owner/skipper of the "MARY JANE".

From 1866 until 1877 William was listed as the Master of,
what is probably the most famous of our river steamers, the
"LADY STIRLING™.

William Green’s only recogniged venture into sghipbuilding was
the 13.5 ton paddle steamer, “TRY AGAIN", O/No.72484, built
in 1876. Her dimensiong were, length 67ft, breadth 13ft and
depth 11ft. Her engine was made by Marshall & Sons of
Gainsborough, England and was of 16 H.P. She was used in the
passenger and cargo trade running between Perth and Fremantle
and out to the ghip’s anchored in Gage’s Roads.

It is not certain that the vessel was actually built by
William or his workmen as one source has him just launching
the vessel, however as he ig the registered builder, hisg name
must be included.

On the 27/1/1882 Mr Green announced that he proposed to take
his steamer "TRY AGAIN" out of the river trade and uge her
for coasting purposes from Fremantle ¢to the Vasse. Her
engines were reputed to be equal in power to those of the
"GEQRGETTE" and he expected the venture to be profitable.

It is not known if indeed this venture did eventuate.

References. .Dictionary of West Australiansg, Erikson.
W.A. Almanac, 1869 to 1871.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Family History, courtesy of Mrs Green, Dalkeith



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT PAGE 74

Steam on the Swan, R. Dickson, Maritime Museum
Report No.70.
The Morning Herald, 27/1/1882.

...................

GREGORY, Charles, of Perth.

The only information there is on this person 1is an
advertisement that appeared in the newspaper on the 11/4/1869
which says :-

"vacht for sale, the well known yacht, "RARA AVIS", built by
Mr Charles Gregory. She is complete and may be inspected at
any time. Apply to C. Watson, Boat Builder."

Reference. .Inquirer, 11/4/1869.

GREGORY, Ancell Clement, of Broome.

Captain Ancell Clement Gregory, R.N.R. was born at Caswell
Bay in South Wales in 1876. As a boy he joined the Welsh
shipping line of Goldkerg & Co and served his apprenticeship
on the four masted barque "VANDUARRA" trading worldwide. Upon
gaining his Captaincy he continued with this company on their
ship "BRYNMOR" until she was sold to a German company. He
then served with the Union Royal Mail Co of Southampton and
the Alfred Holt company, Ocean Steamships Co more fondly
known as Blue Funnel Line, in their Asiatic trade. His last
appointment with this company, after 12 years service, was as
Chief Officer of the "CHARON" which traded from Singapore to
Fremantle and return via the North-West ports and Asia. He
also at times served aboard ships of the Royal Navy, such as
YEAGLE", U“LEANDER" and "ITCHEN" and gained the rank of
Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Reserve.

He settled in Western Australia in August 1906, when he took
over the management of the pearling company, C.N. Murphy & Co
at Broome. This 1in turn was taken over by Mark Rubin who
controlled the largest pearling fleet ever in W.A. with a
total of 28 vessels,

When Rubin disbanded his fleet in 1908 Ancell Gregory, with
his brother Fleming, purchased four of the boats, namely
"POSTBOY", "STRUGGLER", "IDALIA" and "FANNY".

Captain Gregory suffered, as did most pearlers, through the
annual cyclones, one of the worst being that of December 1908
when he was in command o©of the 140 ton schooner "KILANDER
BUX" .

When she was wrecked Gregory spent 16 hours in the water
before being washed ashore on the Ninety Mile Beach, south of
Broome. There was only one other survivor, out of 30, a
coloured sailor. Exhausted though they were, they had to
endure two days of walking without food or water before they
reached the schooner "ALTO" which had been damaged in the
same cyclone. Fortunately for all, the Master of the "ALTO"
was able to run her ashore and they still had enough supplies
to last until being rescued.

Captain Gregory as well as running his pearling companies
operations, became, Director, Harbour Master, Marine Surveyor
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and Inspector of Shipping for the Port of Broome. He also
acted as Pilot and was instrumental in setting up the State
Shipping Service of W.A.
As to his boat building activities, I think it is plain to
gee from the foregoing that Ancell would hardly have built
the two masted ketch "LANGDON" himself. Rather, he would have
had his indentured Japanese and native carpenters do the work
for him. However, he 1is the registered builder of the
"LANGDON" ag can be seen from the builder’s certificate.
Broome, 23/2/1926.
This is to certify that I have built the Ketch "LANGDON" at
my yvard at Broome. Dimensions are 50 x 13 x 6 feet, of about
20 tons gross tonnage. Vessel was completed in January 1926.
It is intended to use this wvessel in conjunction with wy
existing pearling fleet.

signed, A C Gregory.

References. .20th Century Impressions of W.A., Thiele.
Western Mail.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Boat Builders Certificate for "LANGDON".
Pearl Coast Museum, Broome.
Battye Library.

GREIVES, James, of Fremantle.

On the 6/1/1869 this man won the contract to repair the
Harbour Master’s whale beoat for the sum of 6 pounds 10
shillings. Nothing else is known of this man and it is
presumed that he normally worked for the larger yards and
built and repaired small craft when jobs offered.

References. .Government Gazette, 6/1/1869.
GREY, A .W., of Coffee Point, Swan River.

Mr. Grey was associated with the Melwville Waters Park Estate,
a large tract of land near the Canning Bridge which was being
subdivided into a housing estate. To service this estate it
was decided to introduce two ferries to run from the Perth
Jetties to the companies newly built jetty at Coffee Point,
midway between the South of Perth Yacht Club and the Raffles
Hotel. The company sent teo England to procure suitable
vessels and the order was filled by a Scottish company who
sent the ferries out in sections to be reconstructed here.
The Scottish firm sent out one of their engineers, a Mr Hines
to superintend the rebuilding and it was done at a slipway
the Melville Waters company had set up at Coffee Point.

The first to be launched was the "HELENA", O/No.102216, in
1897, In length she was 65ft, breadth 12ft and depth 5.25ft.
The second was the YHARLEY", 0O/No.102215, launched in 1898,
length 68ft, breadth 12ft and depth 5.25ft.

Unfortunately both these steam paddle boats had a short life
as they were both abandoned during 1905 and rusted away where
they lay. there remains still lie just off Coffee Point.
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The Masters of these vessels were (Captains Croker and Moore,
and apart from there daily commuter runs the most paying
trips were carrying picnickers and daytrippers to the show
gardens at Attadale. Horse drawn trams conveyed the
passengers from the jetties to the gardens.

The "HELENA" and "HARLEY" were superseded by one o©f the
finest steamers ever built on the Swan River. She was the
"SILVERSTAR", O/N0.12009, her length was 93ft, breadth 16ft
and her depth 8.5ft. She was actually built by Simpson and
Strickland, of Devonport, England and she was shipped out in
parts to be rebuilt here. The company used the same slipway
at Coffee Point and according to her registration certificate
Mr Hines was the supervising engineer.

The vessel was powered by one triple expansion steam engine
of 51 H.P. also made by Simpson, Strickland.

She was later sold to Albany and was a popular excursion
vessel at that port. In 1935 she wag seold to the Cossack
Lightering Co. and ended her days abandoned on the banksg of
Cossack Creek.

There is a dilemma with the builders of these vessels, as
with the "HELENA" and the "HARLEY", A.W. Grey 1is listed as
the builder on their registration certificatesg, whilst as can
be seen Mr Hines wag the man who actually supervised their
reconstruction.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Farly Days Journal, Vel 4, Pt 1, From Qars to
Diesel on the Swan, R.W.A.H.S.

...................

GRIFFIN, Thomas, cf Fremantle.

Thomas arrived at Fremantle as an enrolled Pensicner Guard
with his wife, Mary, and their two children. Before coming to
the Swan River Colony he served in the British Army as a
private in the 95th Regiment.

In his role as a boat builder there is only one indication
and that was when he gave that occupation in 1874. There are
no known boats attributable to him.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1874.

...................

GWYNN, Henry, of Perth.

Henry was bern in England in 1832 and by the time he was 30
he was a semi-literate boat builder. He then committed a
burglary, was caught and prosecuted at the Stafford Assizes
in 1862. Upon conviction, he was sentenced to twelve years
transportation. He arrived at Fremantle on 13/4/1864, on
board the transport "CLARA", (No.7708). He gained his ticket-
of-leave on the 16/5/1867 and his conditional freedom on the
18/10/1879.

Even though he was married at the time of the offence he was
remarried on the 13/12/1868 to Mary Robinson.
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He was employed as a shipwright in Perth mainly, but for a
time alsc at Fremantle, working for the established
shipbuilding vyards. There is no record of any vessels
constructed on his own behalf.

References. .Dictionary of west Australians, Erikson.

BALL, J.C. of Claremont.

There is only the one reference to this boatbuilder and that
states that his premises were located at Victoria Parade,
Claremont.

It would appear that he only built small craft for pleasure
usage and no registered craft were built by him.

References. .Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1924.

HAMILTON, Thomas Wilson, of Perth.

Thomas was born at Hume, near Manchester, England, in 1843,
his father being an N.C.0. in the Royal Artillery. When he
was a small c¢hild the Regiment was deployed to Jamaica to
quell a mutiny and his father took his wife and five children
with him. When they reached Port Royal a cholera epidemic was
raging and it swept through the English forces. As a lad
Thomas remembered being carried into an isolation ward by his
sigter. When he came round after battling the fever, Thomas
asked after his brothers and sisters, but, they along with
hig mother, were part of the dreadful death toll.

His father brought Thomas back to England and later remarried
again. In 1855 he gained his Army discharge, and gaining a
position as a Pensioner Guard in the Convict Establishment,
came to the Swan River Colony on the ship "ADELAIDE" in 1855.
She was a convict transport and according to Thomas, who
remembered the voyage, the below decks were fitted up with
partitionsg like horse stalls, with three or four men in each
stall.

Hamilton, senior, was a guard firstly at Fremantle and then
at Burswood, where he was in charge of a gang of convicts
building the road to Belmont and Guildford.

Meanwhile, Thomas was sSsent to school, firstly to the
Christian Brothers School in Pier Street, Fremantle and then
to the Nationmal School in Cantonment Street. When he finished
his schooling he was apprenticed to a tanner and furrier. Not
liking the trade he went into a Bakery, but not liking that
either, he gained an apprenticeship with Charles Watson, a
boat builder, who had his yard in Murray street, Perth. Third
time lucky, for this became hig life’s work.

Watson only built small c¢raft, dinghies and yachts, so as
soon as his apprenticeship was completed he left for
Fremantle and began working for "General” Jackson whose
shipyard was on South Beach, half a mile south of the old
South Bay Jetty.
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the first vessel that he worked on was the two masted brig,
"LAUGHING WAVE", O0/No.61085, and launched in May 1868. She
had a length of 106ft, a breadth of 22ft and a depth of 11ft.
She was built to the order of J & W Bateman and after a long
life on the coast wasg sold at Singapore.

The next vessel that he worked on was a cargo boat for the
river trade named the "ZEPHYR". This was in 1873 as on the
9/8/1873 an advertisement appeared in the Ingquirer stating
that at a public auction on the 20/8/1873, Mr Francisco would
sell a centre-board barge of about 60 tons, built by Mr T
Hamilton, junior. The barge is now lying on the stocks at the
foot of Barrack Street and close to the Commissariat Stores.
The next was the-ill-fated "MARY HERBERT'". She was launched
in April 1875 and on the 4/9/1875 she 1left Albany for
Fremantle, but was lost with all hands. Another vessgel that
he worked on was the "FLYING FOAM" 0O/No.36544, a two masted
schooner. She was lost in a cyclone on the 10/3/1872.

Begides working for Jackson, Thomas also worked for another
prominent ship builder. His name was Robert Wrightson who
also had vyards on South Beach, but nearer to the town,
Wrightson confined himself to building wvessels of less than
100 tons ag the pearling industry was booming and there was a
great demand for schooners and luggers. 7

In the late 1870’'s a shipwright was able to earn 10 ghillings
per day and some of the wvessels he worked on for Wrightson
were the cutter, "TWQO SONS", the brigantine “ROSE" and the
two masted schooner "DAWN".

Eventually he went out on his own and he set up his boat yard
on the waterfront at the foot of Barrack Street, opposite to
where the Weld Club stands today. He built many small craft
for the pearling industry, but as many of those were
unlicensed originally, most of the details of them have
disappeared. However, one of his craft was registered and she
was the "START", 0/No.61110. She was a cutter of 6.5 tons and
her dimensions were, 36 x 12.5 x 5 feet. She was built as a
speculation and was leased out. There is no indication of
what befell her, though most likely she was just left on a
beach to rot as happened with so many others when age and
circumstances caught up with them. She was built in 1B73.
Thomas also worked at Bunbury, Busselton and Fremantle when
Jjobs came up and his expertise was reguired.

Incidentally, for a time after he had completed his
apprenticeship, Thomas went to Scotland to further his
sailing education and also to study wooden ship construction
and after being away for nearly five vyears he returned to
W.A. Shortly after his return he married Rachel Corrigan on
the 5/10/1872 and they were to raise nine children.

Thomas Hamilton passed away at his home in Leederville at the
age of 96 on the 4/2/1939.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Western Pioneers, J.E. Hammond, 1936.
West Australian, 6/2/1932, 9/2/1939.
Registry of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

HAMILTON, Walter John, of Geraldton.
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There i1s only one reference to this man which states that he
was a shipwright at Geraldton during 1880. Nothing else is
known of him or any craft that he might have constructed.

Referenceg. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

HARDEY, Joseph, of Maylands.

Whilst not a boat builder in the true sgense I have included
this gentleman as he was one of our earliest pioneers, having
arrived at the Swan River Colony on board the emigrant ship
"TRANBY" on 30/11/1830. He married 2Ann Robinson on the
11/8/1829 at the age of 25 just prior to sailing and they
were to have seven children in the Colony.

Joseph’s home farm was on the Maylands peninsular, where the
0ld homestead, "Tranby House®", still stands today.

To quote from his diary :-

"February 3rd 1830, arrived at Swan river in the brig
"TRANBY", from Hull and found many of the immigrants in tents
at Fremantle, generally dissatisfied and full of complaints
respecting the Colony, and some of them ready to go away.

The flats up the Swan, badnegs of the soil, the heat of the
weather with many other things of the same kind appeared to
be the subjects of general conversation when worshipping at
the shrine of Bacchus; and after being assailed on every hand
by such miserable comforters, I found it necessary to go and
look for myself and after reaching the peninsular, where I
now reside, was convinced that the land was of a useful
character and might be made to suilt the general purposes of
agriculture although inferior to much of the land higher up
the Swan. The first three or four months was taken up by
house and boat building, getting up the goods from Fremantle
to the peninsular, etc."

It goegs to show the mettle of our early pioneers that they
could turn their hands to anything to make a success of their
new life in the Swan River Colony.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Early Days Journal, Vol 3, Pt 1, R.W.A.H.S.

HARPER, Charles, of Cossack.

Charles and his partner in 1866 overlanded stock from Perth
to the stations inland from Roebourne and hearing of the
finding of pearl shell in the vicinity decided to try their
luck. They procured an Aboriginal guide and set out for the
De Grey River region but on arrival found the banks depleted.
Retracing their sgteps they arrived at Sandy Island 130 miles
west of Roebourne, where the Aboriginal guides led them to
rich untouched banks.

They soon realized that a large boat was needed not only for
the collecting but to transport the shell to market and to
this end they searched the countryside.
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Charles with his partner Sam Viveash then displayed the
ingenuousness with which so many of our pioneers were
endowed.

"in a land of open plains and spinifex they found a gorge,
south of Andover Station where tall straight Kajibut trees
grew prolifically. Here they felled and sawed the timber for
a thirty six foot lugger. When the season commenced in
September 1867, a year later, the completed craft was put on
four wheels and carted to Mystery Landing nearly 35 miles
away .

It was christened in the usual way with a bottle of wine and
named the "AMATEUR"

What more c¢an one say about the inventiveness of our
piconeers.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
"Full Fathom Five" by M.A. Bain, 1982.

HARPER, Archibald, of Fremantle.

There is only one reference to this man and that is when he
was listed as a boat builder from 1904 to 1807. He had his
premises at 84 Henry Street, Fremantle. There are no boats
recorded against his name.

References. .Post Office Directory, 1907.
Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1904 - 13907.

HARRISON, Thomas, of Fremantle,

He was born in 1781 and arrived at the Swan River Colony with
his wife, Anne and three children on the 13/2/1830 aboard the
emigrant ship YHOOGHLY" as part of THOMAS Peel’s grandiose
plan. Thomas freed himself from his indentures with Peel and
removed themselves to Fremantle where he set himself up as a
carpenter and boat builder. In 1831 he reguested permission
to erect a jetty at Preston Point.

Unfortunately there is no further information on this perscn
or his activities, however, as thers was a mini boom in boat
building during those early vyears of colonization where
people, goods and chattels had to be transported from
Fremantle up the river to Perth and beyond it is entirely
probable that he would have been responsible for the
construction of at least some of them.

References..Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol, 26/26.

HARROD, G.C. of Fremantle.

I have not been able to gather any information on this person
and the only reference to him is on the registration
certificate of the two masted ketch "HAWK" which lists him as
the builder.
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The "HAWK", 0O/No.102224, of 46.3 tons had a length of 74.6ft,
a breadth of 20ft and a depth of 9ft. She was built during
1896 to the order of Nils Nilson, a Mariner of Fremantle. Her
registry was cancelled in 1915 as being no longer required.

References..Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

HARVEY, W. of Fremantle.

This is another example of a man that is a registered boat
builder, that built only one registered vessel and of whom we
know absoclutely nothing. The only clue comes from the
registration certificate for the two masted schooner "FLORA",
QO/No.117782, of 12.78 tons. Her dimensions were, 38 x 13 x
5.1 feet. She was built during 1902 for the pearling fleet
owner, Frank Biddles, of Broome. The vessel was lost during a
cyclone at Entrance Point, Roebuck Bay, near Broome on the
16/11/1910.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

HAWKINS, Charles, of Perth.

There is only the one reference to this builder, and that is
in 1913 and the advertisement states that his business
premises were at No.l boat shed, Barrack Street Jetty, river
end. It was there that he hired out his sailing craft, rowing
skiffs and his launch "PETER PAN".

He states that he carries out boat building of every
description.

As there are no registered craft attributed to him as a
builder it can be safely assumed that he confined his
activities to the art of dinghy and small craft building.

References. .W.A. Yachting and Motor-boat Annuals, 1902/13.

HAYMAN, George, of Perth.

George was born in 1830 and on the 11/5/1858 he married
Catherine Dalton. They were to have three children, George,
Elizabeth and Belinda.

He was a registered boat builder and on the registration
certificate for the cutter "SURPRISE", 0O/No.61100 it states
that George Hayman built her during 1870. She was of 28.5
tons and her length was 60ft, beam 15.8ft and depth 4.5ft.
She was built by and for himself and was one of the mosgquito
fleet of small cutters and lighters that traded up and down
the Swan River and out inte the harbour maintaining a
lifeline between the ships and shore supplying the wants and
needs of the growing population.

In the Inquirer of 26/5/1880 a report says, " A cargo boat
belonging to Mr George Hayman, called the "SURPRISE" has been
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purchased by Mr Charles Tuckey of the Murray for 380 pounds.
This boat, it will be remembered, was built in Perth by Mr
George Hayman nine years ago, on what is now known as the
recreation ground, near the Commissariat Store and has proved
one of the most useful and successful lighters plying on the
Swan."

As happened about this time boats were in demand for the
pearling industry and this is another example of a boat that
has been successful in the trade it was designed for being
sold out of it to begin a new life in a new industry.

The "SURPRISE", on the 4/11/1883 was stranded near Cape
Bossut on the North-West Coast and became a total wreck.
Although this is the only boat that was definitely built by
him he was inveolved in the boating industry in 1865 when hig
name appears in the registry of local Swan River cargo boats
as the owner of the 15 ton flat, (barge), "ARK"., Her
registered number on the local 1list was 8. The date of
license was 2/1/1865 and she was to carry crew and cargo
only.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Inquirer, 15/8/1888, 26/5/1880
Government Gazette, 5/1/1865.
Dictionary of West Bustralians, Erikson.

HENCEK, Fred, of South Perth.

Fred was a British seaman who jumped ship at Fremantle. He
later married and settled down at South Perth where he began
his boat building and hiring service. Tom Rann, a young
shipwright himself, met Fred’'s daughter and followed her to
Melbourne to marry her. It was shortly after, that Fred sold
his business and the family moved to Mt. Barker to begin an
orchard. Fred passed away at his farm.

During his boat building days Fred only built small dinghies
and canoes. Boats suitable for his hire service. He resided
at No 54 part of lot 73 1in Suburban Road, (now Mill Point
Road) in a 3 room weatherboard cottage.

No registered boats are attributed to him.

Reference. .City of South Perth rate books, 1905.
Memories of Bob Rann.

HIA, T.H. of Perth.

This 1is another gentleman of whom we know nothing of his
personal history and the only evidence of his boat building
comes on the registration certificate of the two masted
schooner "HILDA", 0/No.118994, of 15 tons. Her dimensions
were, 48.75 x 12 x 6 feet. She was built during 1903 for
Henry Wills Rischbieth, a werchant of Fremantle for use in
the pearling industry.

During the 2nd World War she was requisitioned by the Navy
and in 1944 she was purchased by the Navy under the National
Security Act.
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Interior View ol Shop, November, 1906.
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Pearling Schooners, Sailing Yachts,
Rowing Skiffs, Dinghies, etc.

BUILDER OF
Steam Launch Frawcsca, Cruiser *Wurre Winas, Motor Tug LinkeEr,
Yacht Curiew.
Motor Launches
Crrrnrrra, Vista, Oseprey, Niuers (late Huia), *Iooxr, ¥ AEnowE,
*Mav, ¥Forruna, ¥Arnsa, *AnLva, *Huia 1T, Ere., ere,
Also the following Pearling Luggers—Hiipa, SvriTuaw, VIiive.

*Mlustrations publighed in this issuc.

Motor Launch Hulls'Designed and Built

for Racing, Cruising, or Auzxiliary Work, fitted with engines
of any make or power.
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The reason for so many one vessel builders at this time was
the fact that the pearling industry was goling through its
moet intensive and active period. This was from 18%% through
to 1%07. Becausge of the demand for wvessels, everyone who
could swing an adze was building boats.
The breakdown annually is as follows :-

1899, 11 craft built.

1900, 19 craft built.

1901, 16 craft built.

1502, 42 craft built.

1903, 103 craft built.

1%04, 50 craft built.

1505, 16 craft built.

1906, 23 craft built.

1907, 20 craft built.
Remembering that these are only the registered wvessels, in
the 9 vyear period 300 vessels were buillt in Western
Australia.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

HIGHAM, George, of Beagle Bay.

Nothing is known of this man except that he 1is recorded as
being the resident shipwright at Beagle Bay, north of Broocme.
Obviously he was there to maintain the pearling fleets during
their layups. He was resident there for at least two years.
There are no vessels recorded as having been built by him.

References. .Wise’'s Post Office Directory, 1902 - 1904.

HILL, Thomas Rowland, of Perth.

Tommy Hill, one of Perth’s most prolific boat builders in the
early part of this century and yet we don’t know anything
about him except that he came here after sgerving his
apprenticeship with Dixon, Kemp & Co., Boat Builders on the
River Thames.

He applied to the Public Works Department on the 13/6/1901
for a lease for boat building premises, 200 yards west of
William Street and between the waterfront and Bazaar Terrace.
On the application is, as well as the plan of the site, the
design for his new building shed. This is shown on P.W.D.
Plan 8371. The plans were approved and ag his ads show he
became established in 1901.

According to the South Perth Roads Board rate books Tommy
bought a block of land in Hopetoun Street, South Perth and
built his home there.

He quickly gained a reputation for fine workmanship and won a
considerable number of orders for vyachts and motor launches
for the states businessmen.

Of registered craft, he built the pearling schooners,
"SALITUAD", "VIKING", "WARRAWING" and "MAITAI", the steam
launch "FRANCISCA", the motor launches, "CHIRRITTA",
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"MINNIHAHA", "HERMES", "BLUE BIRD", "KATHLEEN F" and "GALAH"
and the cutter "NADINA" and the motor tug "LINNET".

Before going into a list of the other known craft that Tommy
built, I’ll extract a representative list from the above
types and give their details.

First, "SALATUAD", O/No.118550, a two masted schooner of 13
tons. Her dimensions were, 37.5 x 12 x 4.8 feet. She was
built during 1903 for Frederick Sherwood of Perth. She lasted
right up until 1972 when her last owner burnt her on the
beach at Darwin for her scrap value.

Secondly, "FRANCISCAY, O/No.120002, of 21.8 tons. She was a
single screw steam yacht with a length of 55ft, beam 12.5ft
and a depth of 4.3ft. The vessel was built during 1203 for
Albert Edward Morgans, of Perth, the mining magnate. She was
powered by a quadruple expansion steam engine of 50 H.P. made
by Simpson & Strickland of England, giving her a speed of 9
knots.

When Morgans owned her she was considered to be a floating
casino as he would invite his high flying business associates
and parliamentarian friends for gambling sessions while
crulsing up and down the river. Young ladies were always on
hand to ensure the glasses were filled and to provide
entertainment. Although illegal the police were unable to do
anything about 1t as "FRANCISCA" was too fast for the police
boat, even though their boat was capable of 11 knots!

The "FRANCISCA" was eventually sold to A.E. Tilly, who
renamed her "HENLEY" and converted her into a public ferry
and was used as such until sold privately. She was also burnt
after being stripped of her fittings, sometime in 1969.
Thirdly, "CHIRRITTA", O/No.120007, a motor launch of 7 tons,
she was 38 x 7 x 4 feet and built during 1905. sghe was
powered by one petrol motor of 15 H.P. made by the Union Gas
Engine Co. of San Francisco and had a top speed of 10 knots.
She was built for »&Augustus Sanford Roe, a Magistrate who
lived at Cottesloe. She was used by the Roe family right up
until 1966 when she was broken up as being too old and worn
out for further use.

Lastly, "NADINA", O/No.131615, a cutter of 13.7 tons. Her
dimensions were, 38 x 11 x 4.5 feet and she was built during
1903 for a Mr Norbert Keenan, a Earrister of Perth. She too
was broken up when she had outlived her usefulness, just
prior to the 2nd world war.

Cf the many other craft Tommy Hill built, some of his yachts
stand out, such as "MOMO", "CASILDA", "CURLEW", "PHRYNE",
YSWEET NELL" and "WHITE WINGS", another steam launch was the
"MARGUERITE". Of the metor launches that he built we have the

"FREDA", "HUIA", "IDLER", VYOSPREY", "VISTA", "MAY", U"AILSA",
"AENONE", "ALLUA"™, "FORTUNA", "CHALLENGER", "OSPREY" and
"VALTHORA". Other craft that he built but were Yacht Club
registered were the 18 footerg, "LATINA", "CURLEW", "DOLPHIN"

and "MAISIE"™.

We are fortunate enough to have two o©f the builder’s
certificates and they are of the "WARRAWING" and "BLUEBIRD"
The former reads, Port of Fremantle, 20/2/1910.

I, Thomas R Hill, shipbuilder of Perth do hereby certify that
the sailing vessgsel "WARRAWING" of 12 tons, having one deck
and fitted with two masts, schooner rigged, was built by me
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Boat building certificate signed by Thomas R. Hill,
for the pearling schooner, "WARRAWING".



Talephone 1306. Establishcd 18501,

T. R. HILL,

Designer and Builder

OF Crarr or Eveny Descrirmiow.

STEAM LAUNCHES,
MOTOR LAUNCHES.
PEARLING SCHOONERS.
SAILING YACHTS
ROWING SKIFFS.
HNGHIES, Etc
Builder of

8. Y. FRANCISCA. MIL. HUIA {wioner F.B.Y.C
WHITE WINGS {Cruiser). Motor Boat Ruce).

*LINNET (Motor Towing Launch) M.L. IDLER,

M.L. CHIRRITTA. CUELEW (winner Commodoere’s
M. L. VISTA, winner R.P.Y.(, race Cup, R.P.Y.C)

M.L. OSPREY. Ete., vie., ete,

Also the following Pearling Lugygers :—Hilda, Sulituan, Viking, ole.
* Pastest time in P,1.8. Motor Beat Race

Clients assured of tho best workmanship aand the beneft of oxporienca
gained in many yards, inecluding the fellowing:—The Thaines Yacht
Building Co., under Linton Hope, M.1.N.A.; Alfrod Bargoins, Kingston-
on-Thames; The Burnham Yacht Building Co., Bsssx, Jas. Edwaceds
and Sons and R. 8. Fuller, Malbourno.

MOTOR LAUNCH HULLS DESIGNED and BUILT for Racing,
Cruising, or duxillary Work, fitted with sngines of any wake
ot powor.

Address : BAZAAR TERRACE, PERTH.

View of Yard during Lay-up Season
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PARTNERSHIP DISSOLVED.
NoTicE 13 hereby given that the Part- !
nership existing between Williamn Hneh
Edwards and John Hokin, of Fremantle,
Shipwriglits, will be dissolved by mu-
tual couscnt from and after the Ist day
of December next—Al clainis on the
said Fum are requested to be sent in on
or before that day for liquidation,
W. 1. Evwannps,
Witness W, Owen, Jonn Hoxix,

Fremantle, Nov, 14, 1840,
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at my yard in the year 1910 and launched on thes 8/2/1910 on
account of Messr‘s Moss and Richardson.
signed, Thos. R. Hill, shipbuilder.

The certificate for the "BLUEBIRD" is similar.

That there were wmany more isg without doubt and we are
fortunate indeed to have photographs and copies of
advertisements, courtesy of Mr Bob Rann and his collection of
historical material. Mr Rann is the nephew o©f another
prominent West Australian boat builder.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
W.A. Yachting and Motor-boat Annuals, 1902/13.
Western Mail, 21/12/1901, P.26.
P.W.D. Plan, 8371. Battye Library.
Boat Builder’s Certificates.
City of South Perth, rate books.

HINES, Mr. of Coffee Point.

This gentleman was brought out from England to Western
Australia to supervise the reconstruction of the vessels
"HELENA" and "HARLEY" but stayed here at least long enough to
also supervise the reconstruction of the "SILVERSTAR".

See Grey A.W. for more information.

...................

HOKIN, John, of Fremantle.

John was one of six children to arrive at the Swan River
Colony with their parents, William and Mary Anne. They
originated from Chichester, Sussex, and, fired by the Hype
surrounding the newest of Britain‘s far flung Colonies, they
joined the scheme and subsequently sailed on the "PARMELIA",
arriving at Cockburn Sound on the 1/6/1829. William came out
as the QGovernment Brickmaker and Layer. He was granted 200
acres, in what 1is now North Perth and by 1831 was also a
publican. William was drowned on the 13/12/1831 and the
inquiry transcript states, "he left Perth for the purpose of
bringing up a load of lime from Freshwater Bay in his own
boat, accompanied by a man named Vines and was last seen
crossing Melville Water opposite Mr Armstrong’s place'.
Another witness, Mr Butler, of Freshwater Bay, stated that,
"Mr Hokin came to his place to take in a load of lime. The
man Vines was completely drunk but Hokin was sober. The boat
was laden with 12 bushels of guicklime fresh from Butler’s
kilns. The bags were rotten and were splitting whilst being
loaded. The wind was from the South-West and blowing fresgh
when they sailed in the afternoon.

The bodies were found subsequently in Mr Armstrong’s Bay and
one of the finders was William Edwards, the boat builder.

In 1837 William was still recorded as the owner of Lot D 17
in Perth and William owned Lot D 4.

In 1840 John Hokin, Williams son was in a partnership with
William Hugh Edwards in a boat building business and one of
their jobs was to repair Mr Manning’s Flat. There was a
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dispute over the costs which led to a court case on the
14/11/1840.

W.H. Edwards and J.Hokin, V Alfred Manning.

To recover 7 pounds 5 shillings, balance of an account for 11
pounds 5 ghillings for work, labour and materialsgs of
plaintiffs in repairing a boat for and at the request of,
defendant. The three witnessesg called were, Joseph Bobin, and
Thomas William Mews, sgenior and junior.

Joseph Bobin stated that for that type of work he would
normally charge between 12 and 15 shillings per day and that
3 inch nails would cost about 1 shilling per pound.

Thomas Mews, junior stated, I am a boat builder, I should
think 11 pounds 5 shillings not too high a price 1if the
repairs had been done properly. The price of wages hasg risen
lately, If I had to walk half a mile and carry my toolsgs and
work in the sun I should charge 12 shillings per day. I
charge 10 shillings per day for working at home.

Thomas Mews, senior, boat builder. I should charge 11
shillings a day, being 1 shilling more than ordinary for work
at such a distance as the ferry Point from plaintiff’s house.
The verdict was for the defendant.

On the same day a notice appeared 1in the local newspaper
stating that the partnership between W.H.Edwards and J.Hokin
would be dissolved by mutual consent from the 1/12/1840.
Without proof, I believe William Edwards took on John Hokin
as an apprentice soon after sgettling in the Colony and that
they then worked together until this dissolution of
partnership. I alsoc have a strong suspicion that between them
they built the well known Peter boat "IMOGENE", of 2 tons and
built during late 1832. {a peter boat 1is a type of boat
common to the lower reaches of the River Thames and is the
type that Edwards would be familiar with).

She was built of the best materials, copper fastened, with
mainsail, foresail and 4Jib. Her blocks have all brass
sheaves, mast spreet, bow spreet and with standing and
running gear, anchor, cables oars and etc and was for sale
for 60 pounds.

Apparently, after leaving Edwards, John Hokin gave up the
boat building trade and became a carpentsar.

References. .Dictionary of West Australiansg, Erikson.
Inquirer, 18/11/1840.
Perth Gazette, 23/3/1833.
The Colony of Western Australia, Nathaniel Qgle
London, 1837.

...................

HOSKINS & Co. of Perth.

This company was regponsible for the rebuilding and
refurbishing, along with Alfred Tilley, of the "WESTRALIAN",
ex "MANX FAIRY", O0/No.120008.
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She was a twin screw steam ferry of 119.5 tons. She was
rebuilt during 1905 and ran on the river, with excursions to
Rottnest and Garden Islands.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

HOSSACK, Joseph, of Fremantle.

Joseph is listed in the Fremantle City Ccuncil rate books
from 1885 and his occupation is given as a shipwright. He
resided at Lot 613 Arundel Street, Fremantle, where he had a
five room cottage and workshop.

He more than likely was employed by the established yards as
there ig no record of him having built anything in his own
right. Having a workshop in his backyard may well indicate
that he built small dinghieg for the local trade.

References. .Fremantle City Council rate books, 1885.

HOUGH, Jamesg, of Bunbury.

James was born in 1824 and arrived at the Swan River Colony
on the emigrant ship "PARKFIELD" on the 18/3/1841. He married
Ann Hurst in December 1845 and they were to have thirteen
children. He started his working life as a carter and sawyer
in the Bunbury district.

In 1874 the pearling at Shark’s Bay was at fever pitch
similar to that of a gold rush and anyone with a boat was
heading North te try their luck. Julius Brockman of Augusta
was one such that was bitten by the thought of wealth lying
around to be picked up. (see Brockman entry). On his way
north he called in at Dongara to calk hig vessel and £1i11 his
water casks. To quote from his diary :-

"29/1/1875, that evening I was surprised to see a boat coming
in from the South. It turned out to be James Hough and his
two sons from Bunbury in the "ADA", a small cutter they had
built on the Collie River, and had carted her to Bunbury, in
gsections, and put her together there, like us they were on
their way to the fisheries.

Next day, January 30th the two boats set sail, keeping pretty
close together and reaching Port Gregory early 1in the
afterncon. As we did not know of any anchorage ahead we
stopped here about three miles offshore, and the following
day we sailed in company with Hough, and at noon had a fair
wind and hauled close and exchanged some meat, beef for pork,
each throwing a piece on board. All that night we kept on and
next morning sighted the false entrance to Shark’s Bay. As we
had no chart we were nearly golng in, but then saw far ahead
the right opening te Shark’s Bay".

After battling winds and shoals the twc boats arrived at
Useless Inlet.

"then we saw a red painted whaleboat desperately struggling
to get up the bay. Hough was far behind us. His boat ceculd
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not stand the gale and had anchored, and the whaleboat was
his sons-in-law, trying to get out to his assistance”.
When James Hough finally gave up his quest for riches at the
pearling grounds he went back to farming at Dardanup.

References.,"He Rode Alone", Julius Brockman.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

...................

HOUSTON, R. of Fremantle.

The only reference to this man is the entry in the Herald
Almanac of 1879, 1880 and there is no record of any craft
that he has built. I have the suspicion that this man is
being confused with Robert Howson and it was an error on the
part of the typesetter that his name appeared, however,
because it is listed as such, it should remain.

References. .The Herald Almanac, 1879/1880

HOWE, Thomas William, 7 of Fremantle.

In 1861 Thomas William was a boat builder in Fremantle and in
a letter to the Colonial Secretary he saysg, "I hereby agree
to repair a boat for the local Government for the sum of one
pound, five shillings, plus materials, T.W. Howe.

In another letter,dated 17/10/1862, written by Mr Harding,
the Harbour Master at Fremantle to the Colonial secretary,
"Sir, I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of vesterday respecting proposed wmoorings and buoys to be
laid off the end of the jetty at Champion Bay and dinghy for
police purposes.

I beg to state that I have on hand a suitable anchor and
chain and a buocy can be provided by Mr T.A. Cooke for the sum
of five pounds, ten shillings.

Messr’'s Batemans have consented to convey the buoy and
moorings to Champion Bay and lay them free of charge.

I am unable to procure a dinghy ready built here, but T.W.
Howe offers to build one of ten feet in length, of Mahogany,
copper fastened in ten days for the sum of twelve pounds, ten
shillings, which was the cost of the one I have in use and
will suit the required purpose.

Messr’s Bateman will convey the dinghy to Champion Bay for
the sum of one pound.*"

In this third and last communication concerning Thomas Howe
it forms part of an enquiry held at Fremantle on the
18/10/1862. Although it doesn’'t directly concern boat
building as such, the job was part of his profession. The
letter in its entirety goes to show the conditions under
which some of our early settlers endured.

"The information of Thomas W. Howe taken on ocath this
18/10/1862 before the undersigned, one of Her Majesty’s
Justices of the Peace, in and for the said Colony, saith I am
a ship’s carpenter by profession and was hired on the 30th of
June last by the Master of the emigrant ship "MARY HARRISON"
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Agreement to repair a boat for the Government,
signed by Thomas Howe on the 19th of September 1861.
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to remove the fittings. On Wednesday the 2nd of July while I
was employed pulling down the fittings in the single girls
compartment I found concealed between the skin and the
planking for the bunks, on the starboard side and nearly
right aft, an infant rolled up in a dirty sheet, with other
dirty linen. The infant had been dead for some time and was
gquite putrid. I immediately left the infant on the deck and
went up and reported the circumstances to the Surgeon
Superintendant, S.W, Walls, Esg, the Master at that time
being on shore. The Surgeon replied, "that I might £find two
or three more". I then asked him what I was tce do with the
one I had found. He said put it out of the stern port, and I
did so. I did not £find any more infants while removing the
fittings. I should have reported this circumstance before had
I imagined the Doctor had not done so. I am under the
impregsion that Dr Walls knew all about the concealed child
for he several times afterwards spoke to me on the subject,
and said he thought he knew the number of the Miss to whom it
belonged. I 1likewise reported these circumstances to the
Chief Officer and the Surgeon reported them to the Master. I
was several times informed by parties on board that both the
Surgeon Superintendent and Master had kept single girls in
their cabins, the latter had one for three weeks 1in his
cabin. signed T.W. Howe.
before me, George Clifton, J.P.
No further comment!
Mr Howe is not credited with building any registered vessels.

References. .Dictionary of West Australiang, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1887 to 1889.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 476/51
Vol 497/179
Vol 505/240.
Battye Library.

...................

HOWSON, Edward, of Fremantle.

Edward was the son of Robert, "Spinaway" Howson whose
biography forms the next entry. Of Edward we know little, but
we are extremely fortunate to have his jobs book, courtesy of
the Fremantle City Library, Family history section.

The front of the book gives three different addresses of
where he lived during his boat building career. The first
address being Hampton Road, near Beaconsfield Hotel, South
Fremantle,

The first entry in the book 1is for 1895 and lists Jjobs,
prices and final costs, the first being a price for caulking,
fastening and putting two planks in a wvessel named the
"FLVIRA". The quote was for 36 pounds and the final cost was
72 pounds.

Next comes Mr Bateman‘s flat, the "SNIPE", 70 ft on keel.
Price for building, labour only..111 pounds.

Cost.. 123 pounds.

Mr Whitfield’s flat, "SEAGULL", 60 x 14 feet.

Price for building, including labour and materials, anchors,
chains, spars, rigging and sails..248 pounds.
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Cost.. 241 pounds. -

Swan River Brick Co. flat, 68 x 17 x 4 feet.

Price for building, including labour, materials, spars,
rigging and sails.. 259 pounds.

Cost. . 248 pounds.

First Government punt, 4/3/18%96, 40 x 15 feet.

Getting crooks and carting.. 8 pounds.

As an example of the work involved in building a lugger, or
two masted schooner for the pearling industxry, I shall guote
the details of the "LAPWING", O/No0.102237. She was 11.26 tons
had a length of 36.5ft, beam of 11.25ft and a depth of 4.7ft.
She wag built for one of the larger of the fleet owners, Mr
Frederick Lee Parkes during 1899 and she was wrecked in a
cyclone off Onslow on the 8/2/1911.

"LAPWING", begun 14/9/1899 L .s .d
September 16. Paid Armstrong, supplying crooks, 519 0O
18, Carting crocks from mill, 2 6

23, Paid Armstrong, supplying crooks, 4 10 O

23, Carting crooks from mill, 3 0

November 4, Carting ballast to shed, A
8, Paid J. Langford for sails, 7 0 0

13, Paid J. Langford for rigging & sails 25 0 0

16, Paid W. Andrews for Iron work, 17 12 2

17, Paid Brown & Bailey, sawing crooks, 5 5 6

18, Carting Ballast to shed, 2 4

28, Paid J. M. Ferguson, 30 0 O

December 9, Paid J. Instone for two tanks, 5 0 0
January 10, Paid Ashton & Badham for name 4 6
18, Paid W. Bateman, 44 5 6

18, Paid J. Mews for 1 x 9ft dinghy, 8 0 0

18, Paid M. Ferguson, 5 0 0

18, Paid Torbay Timber Co. 9 10 0

Total Cost 169 19 0

Materials and Labour Cost, 104 5 &

Total, 274 4 6

Price Quoted 293 10 ¢©

--- 274 4 &

Profit 19 5 6

Another of his jobs was a contract to caulk all the main deck
of the bargque "SOCOTRA" and to put in 174 feet of decking.
His quote for the Jjob was 148 pounds, 10 shillings and the
final cost was 121 pounds 4 shillings. He was also given a
job laying 980 feet of ceiling and bolting same, from that
job he made a profit of 89 pounds.

Edward Howson alsc built and owned his own lighter, the
"JURILEE", O/No.102223, Her dimensions were 92 x 24.5 x 6.5
feet and although her registration certificate doesn’t
mention motive power, Edward calls her the towing lighter and
gives a whole page of details where the "JUBILEE" has towed
other lighters, such as the "“"RELIANCE", "ALPHA" and "VENUS"
out to ships in Gage’s Roads and either back to Fremantle or
on up the Swan to Perth., A Captain Laurie apparently was the
skipper of the barge and in one entry in the wages column it
says :- Captain Laurie, paid 1 case of whiskey, overtime
paid!
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The other craft mentioned in the work book are, pearling
luggers, "WHITE FEATHER" and "DAISY", Mr Whitfield's flat,
"PERTH", Mr Foxworthy’s Flat, and luggers, "BELLA",
"PENGUIN", "ADA', "BROOME", "RAYMOND", "DOREEN", "MARITANA"
and "GITANA",

References. .Fremantle City Library, family history section,
E. Howson’s Jobs and Accounts Book.

HOWSON, James, of Fremantle.

Another of Roberts sons who worked in the shipyard. He put
his name to two boat builders certificates as the builder of
the "EDITHA" in August 1903 and the "WINNIE" also in 1903.
(see entries for Edward and Robert Howson)
The certificate for "WINNIE" reads thus,
I, J C Howson, shipbuilder, of Fremantle do hereby certify
that the sailing vessel "WINNIE" of 12 tons having been built
of Jarrah and white gum, one deck and fitted with two masts,
schooner rigged, was built by me at my yard in the year 1903
and launched on the 5/10/1903 on account of Mr Gorman, of
Broome, Pearler. I have no further claim on said vessel.
signed, J C Howson, shipbuilder.

References. .Boat Builders Certificates, Australian Archives

HOWSON, Robert, of Fremantle.

He was born at Sunderland, England in 1838 and served hig
apprenticeship in the ship building vyards of that town,
rising to become a Master Shipwright. His first wife, whom he
married in 1856, died within the year, childless and he
married again in 1858, a Jane Irwin and they then had £five
children. When his second wife died in England, he had the
children brought out to Fremantle, as he was already here.
The children arrived on the "ROBERT MORRISON" in February
1880 to find that their father had already married for the
third time on the 2/1/1879. This marriage was to a Miss Emma
Briggs and with her he had another six children.

It is not known how Robert met Mr Bateman but it is known
that Bateman had a bargue built at Sunderland and named it
the "SPINAWAY". It is alsc known that Robert worked on the
construction of this wvessel and when it was completed in 1875
and it was making its maiden wvoyage to the Swan River under
Captain John Pringle, Robert Howson shipped on board as
Boatswain. His discharge certificate states he was engaged at
London on 10/9/1875 and discharged at Fremantle, 23/12/1875.
Bateman brought Robert out to the Celony under contract to
build wveggels for his fleet and it was a case of work your
passage and not be a passenger!

The "SPINAWAY" O/No.68922, was a three masted bargque of 324
tong and her dimensions were 134 x 28 x 12.5 feet. She traded
between Fremantle and England until 1900 when she was sold at
Singapore.
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The first vessel that is known to have been built by Robert,
who enjoyed the nickname "spinaway® was the two masted
topsail schooner "PLANET", O0/No.75292, of 65 tons, her
dimensions were 73 x 16 x 8 feet and from her registration
certificate her first owner was a Captain William Lakey. She
was built during 1876. In May 1890 the vessel parted her
moorings at Dongara during a gale and was beached and became
a total wreck.

Robert Howson’s ship building establishment was at Lot 193,
Suffolk Street, Fremantle.

On the 16/2/1877 a severe cyclone struck the Lacepede Islands
north of Broome and ten vessels were wrecked or grounded. Two
of these were the "CINGALEE", 0/No.63993 and the "MARY SMITH"
0/No.58757. The former, a three masted bargue and the latter
a two masted topsail schooner. Bateman and Owston, who had
purchased the wrecks at auction, sent workmen to the Islands
to salvage what they could. Leading this group was Robert
Howson. He successfully salvaged the two vessels and brcke up
the others for their fittings and gear.

In the same storm the two masted brigantine, "BESSIE",
0O/No.66350 stranded at Beagle Bay and was abandoned. Robert
Howson 1in a superb display of the shipwright’s art also
salvaged her and the three vessels arrived at Fremantle to
continue their working lives.. The "BESSIE" ended her days at
Sourabaya, Indonesia on the 12/4/1880 when she caught fire
while lying in the roads.

18/9/1878. In the Inquirer of this date appeared this article
A CORRECTION,

Mr Editor, I beg leave to call your attention to an error in
todays issue of your paper affecting myself. In your report
of the barque "CRAIGIE LEA" you give dgreat credit to Mr
Thomas Owston, shipwright of this port. To my knowlege Mr
Owston never placed foot aboard that vessel.

Neither Mr Brown, blacksmith, nor Mr Owsgton had the slightest
claim to any credit for repairs to the "CRAIGIE LEA", I being
the only person that carried out repairs to that wvessel, with
the exception however, of Mr Mattison, who undertook the
rigging department. I am Sir,

Robert Howson, Master Shipwright, Fremantle, 11/9/1878.
The Editor of the Inquirer duly apologised profusely to
Robert and added that he had completed the repairs in 42
days, 18 days under the contract time. notwithstanding the
unusually bad weather,

On the 1/12/1882 the cutter "ROEBOURNE", specially built by
Mr Howson of Fremantle for Messr’s Lilly & Co left for the
North-West under the command of Captain Neave, formerly of
the "PLANET". She was intended for the lighter trade, which,
since the "ROB ROY'S" periodical wvisits to the North- West,
has increased very considerably.

The "ROEBOURNE", 0/No.75313, according to her registration
certificate was a two masted ketch of 29 tons. Her dimensions
were 49.25 x 15.9 x 5.79 feet. She was last heard of during
1893 and nothing is known of her fate.

On the 9/4/1883 Mr Howson launched a new centreboard ketch
named the "FORESTIER" for Mr McCoy. The christening ceremony
was successfully performed by Miss Adele Manning, daughter of
Mr James Manning of Perth, the bottle being quite shattered.
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The new boat, which has a very good and seaworthy appearance,
is of 25 tons burden and 1is the second of its kind
constructed in the colony, the first also having been
constructed in Mr Howson's yard.

We understand that Mr Howson is now engaged in building a
vessel of similar description but much larger burthen for the
enterprising firm of Messr’'s Bateman of Fremantle. It 1is
satisfactory to see our local shipbuilding firms turning out
vessels so well adapted for coastal employment as 1is the
"FORESTIER" and we trust that the demand for such wvessels
will increase.

Another of Roberts salvage jobs was the saving of the Italian
three masted barque "GHIO BATTO REPETTO". This vessel struck
the Michaelmas reefs on the 10/3/1899 whilst in charge of the
pilot. She was got off and towed back to the jetty and the
cargo discharged. The hull was badly damaged and she was sold
to Bateman’s at auction.

The vessel had been built at Pas, Italy by L. Duosate during
1883 and on the voyage was commanded by Captain Andrea
Scheaffino. Tragically, after having been salvaged, repaired
and reregistered, the vessel under her new name, "THISTLE"
was reloaded and sailed on the 9/5/1903, but was never heard
of again, going down with all hands somewhere out in the
Indian Ocean.

It is hard to separate fact from hearsay in family histories
and in Howson’s case he is claimed to be the builder of three
fine Fremantle built wvessels that were in fact constructed up
to 12 years prior to his arrival in W.A. I can only put this
down to he may have refurbished them at some time which gave
rise to the thought that he built them. However, we do know
that he built the three masted schooner "IRIS", the lighter
"CLYO", (sometimes called a steamer, but definitely not), the
schooner "IVY", the two cutters "RUBY" and "OLIVE" and the
two masted ketch "ROEBOURNE".

Robert tock on three of his sons as apprentice ship builders,
one of whom was the afore mentioned Edward and the other two
were Edmund and James. Upon Robert’s retirement the business
became known as E & J Howson and under that banner they
carried on building the almost standard design of pearling

luggers, some of these were, "S.P.S5", "NIOBE", "NERIAND",
"BELLA", "TESS", TMAISIE'", "LORDY, "DIANA"™, "MOANA", and
"GLORIA".

One of their employees was William Murray and he is recorded
as working for the firm from 1895 onwards, and as well as
building a few craft on his own account he was taken into a
partnership arcund 1903. At different times the firm was
called Murray & Howson and/or Howson & Murray.

The partnership built the two masted schooner "SOUTH NEW
MOON", 0/no.118539, a standard 12 ton lugger for the Broome
grounds. She was wrecked at Beagle Bay in March 1935 during a
cyclone. As the rest of the registered vessels come under the
Murray & Howson name they will be 1listed in the entry
concerning William Murray.

Edmund Howson went up to Onslow in 1920 with a contract to
construct a slipway in Beadon Creek for the use of the
pearling fleet that was operating in the local waters.

Jameg Howson’'s property was at Lot 930 Arundel Street,
Fremantle and in his own right he constructed the luggers,
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"EDITHA" and "WINNIE" for which I have his boat builders
certificates.
In an interesting letter that Robert wrote to the West
Australian newspaper on the 30/10/1906 he says :- "Sir, in
your news columns I notice a statement that the "FLYING
SCOTCHMAN", a boat recently built by Mr Walker of Fremantle
had made a passage to Cossack in six days and nine hours,
being "the fastest on record". It may be of some interest to
boat sailors to know that, exactly four years ago today I
launched a ten ton lugger named the "CONSTANCE", which left
Fremantle in command of Captain Pentilla, who made the smart
passage to Cosgack in five days and twenty two hours.
With reference to smart passages I might alsoc mention that
our popular Captain Shaw of Fremantle in command of the
"TIRIS", schooner, made the quick run from Cossack to
Fremantle in four days and twelve hours.

signed R.Howson, Shipbuilder, Fremantle."

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Fremantle Times, 17/4/1919%, 2/5/1919, 16/5/1919
20/6/1919.

The history of Fremantle, Hitchcock F.C.C. 1929
West Australian, 11/5/1905, 11/5/1889,

Daily News, 15/1/1938.

Fremantle City Library, photo collection.

The Herald Almanac, 1881 through to 1889.

W.A. Almanac, 1898 / 1899.

Wise’'s Post Office Directory, 1893 - 1897,
Fremantle City Council, rate books.

Inquirer, 18/9/1878.

The Morning Herald, 1/12/1882, 9/4/1883.

...................

BOWSON, Thomas of Fremantle.

It is not known who this gentleman is but it is possibly the
brother of Rcbert as their father’s name was Thomas, but, he
was a butcher and there is no evidence of him ever coming out
to Australia.

Thomas appears in the Fremantle City Council rate books from
1886, where he 1is listed as a shipwright and paid rates on
Lot 352, Cantonment Road and then in 1887 he had moved to Lot
905 Malcelm Street, where he had a cottage.

There are no known craft directly attributed te him.

References. .Fremantle City Council, rate books.

HUDSON Bros. of Perth.

These brothers built an auxiliary sailing yacht named "ECNE",
0/No.131696 during 1909. The vessel was of 6.04 tons and her
dimensions were 30.5 x 7.2 x 3.3 ft. She was powered by an
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Ailsa Craig oil engine of 12 H.P. and was built for William
Morancer, a law clerk of Perth. She had a number of owhers
during her life but her fate is unknown. The Hudson Brothers
apparently built a few yachts for river racing but this was
the only one that was registered.

Another craft that they built was the cruising yacht
"VANESSA", this was during 1906. The only other known craft
is an 18 foot yacht named "MY LADY DAINTY" built in 1%07.
Their yard was on Mount’s Bay Road in Perth and they were at
that location from at least 1904 until 1920.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Wise’s Post Office Directories 1915 -~ 1920.

-------------------

HOGHAN, William, of Fremantle.

William was from Melbourne, Victoria and came to Western
Australia on the 11/12/1867 to investigate investing in the
pearling industry. He was obviously impressed with the
poesibilities of making money as he returned to Victoria to
bring his wife and daughter back with him in his own vessel
"PILOT" .

He igs alleged to have had one of the first diving suits in
Western Australia to be used in the pearling industry. Whilst
here he is also listed as the builder of the two masted
schooner "AMY", O/No.61102, of 32.6 tons. This ship was built
jointly for himself and W.D. Moore.

As he returned to Victoria on the 29/5/1869 with his wife and
two children it becomes clear that he only came here under
contract to build this one vessel for Moore‘s fleet and to
test his diving dress.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Register of British ships, Australian Archives.
W.A. Almanac, 1869.

...................

HUNTER, Edmund Harold, of Swan Point.

Mr Hunter was one of the large fleet owners of Broome at the
turn of the century when the pearling bcom was at its height.
One of his wvessels was "LUCKY BOY" of 14 tons and on the
builder’s certificate it says :- "built by E. Hunter at Swan
Point, North-West Coast of Western Australia."

Once again it is most unlikely that Mr Hunter would have been
the actual builder and it is more 1likely that it was his
Asian workers who built the craft and that he just signed the
certificate.

References. .Boat builder’s certificate, Australian Archives
Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1911.

ISBESTER, S, of Cossack.

There are three sources 1in which this man is listed which
causes some confusion.
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The Herald Almanac lists him as a shipwright and bcat builder
from 1877 and the entriegs continue until 1886. As well as his
shipwrighting business he was also a pearler and owned a
lugger, (unregistered), named the "CHIP".

Henderson’s, Unfinished WVoyages, Vol 2, P 231 gives an
account of a cyclone that hit the Forestier Islands, east of
Cossack in March 1878. He says, "the "CHIP", another small
craft, owned by S. Isbester, was blown out o0f the water,
capsized and dismasted. Isbester’s body was found beneath the
vessel”.

Also the Dictionary of west Australians gives a similar
report which makes one wonder why, if he was dead, should the
Almanac keep on reporting that he was alive.

We can assume that he built his own craft, the "CHIP" but
there are no records of him having built anything else.

References..The Herald Almanac, 1877 through to 1886.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Unfinished Voyages, Vol 2, Henderson.

...................

ISBESTER, William Bruce, of Broome.

Presumably a son of the above. Nothing is known of him except
one reference which appears in a special lease agreement
which refers to James Tilley and his ship repair business.

The block of land, 517/152, lot No.447 is divided into two
parcels and James apparently had one half and William the
other.

The land in question fronts onto Dampier Creek and William's
agreement was signed on the 16/2/1903. As the lease was
classified as a ship repair business it is not clear whether
any craft were actually built there, however, the probability
exists.

In 1918 William is listed as a pearler and no craft can be
identified as having been built by him.

References..Special lease agreement, Broome Museum.

...................

JRCKSON, Alfred, of Augusta.

No information has come to light on the background of this
person and there is only one reference to his activities.

As the South Australian entrepreneur, M.C. Davies had
established his Karri & Jarrah Timber Co. at Karridale with
its associated deep water port at Hamelin Bay it 1s probable
that this man was employed by this firm in the construction
of the timber lighters used to convey cargo to the ships
anchored offshore.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1889.

JACKSON, Benjamin, cf Bunbury.
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No biographical information on thisg man but he is recorded as
the builder of four vessels, namely :- "TWO SONS", "UNKNOWN",
"FROLIC" and "FAVOURITE".

The "FAVOURITE" was the first vessel to be registered under
the British Shipping Act in Western Australia, No.l in 1856.
She was a two masted schooner, 0/No.40453 of 46.5 tons. Her
dimensions were 66 x 13 x 8 feet and she wag launched on the
10/2/1855 for her owrer, John Morgan, a licensed
Victualler,of Bunbury. In December 1867 the vessel struck a
reef off Port Gregory and became a complete wreck.

The cutter "TWO SONS" causes confusion as there are
apparently two vessels of the same name, same rig and
identical in size, operating at the game time on the same
routes.

The one recorded in Henderson’s Unfinished Voyages, Vol 2 was
built prior to 1851 and was owned by John Wenn. The other,
0/No.61090 was built at Fremantle in 1869 by Robert Wrightson
and was wrecked in Shark’s Bay during 1902.

The other two vessels, whilst unregistered, were a feature of
the coasting trade for many years as can be seen in the
shipping columns of the local papers of the day.

References. .Unfinished Voyages, Vol 2, Henderson.
Register of British ships, Australian Archives.

JACKSON, Samuel, of, Perthi.

Once again there is only a single reference to this person
which states that he arrived in the Swan River Colony during
October 1829%. In the muster rolls we find that he was born at
bhberdeen, Scotland, was single and was classified as a
servant.

He claimed land on the basis of assets of 20 pounds.

In July 1830 he was charged but acquitted of the murder of
Isaac Doel and during the trial he gave his occupation as a
carpenter, boat builder and he owned and operated a bumboat
at Fremantle.

It is possible that he built his own boat.

He departed from this colony in April 1831 per the "ELIZA".

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

JACKSON, William, of Fremantle.

Very little is known of this man’s history, but we know that
his wife’'s name was Sarah, nee Box and that he was referred
to among his contemporaries ag "General" Jackson.

His ship building premises were on South Beach at Fremantle
within half a mile of the o0ld South Bay jetty. He had served
his apprenticeship in the Naval Dockyards and later was a
shipwright in the Royal Navy.

After establishing himself at Fremantle he gained employment
with the well known trading company, Batemans and began
congtructing vesggels for their fleet.
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The first of these was the "WILD WAVE", O0/No.40482, a ketch,
built in 1858 of 28 tons. her dimensions were, 51 x 15 x 6
feet. The ship sank in Exmouth Gulf during a cyclone in
December 1875.

His next creation was the "FLYING FOAM", 0O/No.36544, a two
masted schooner of 33 tons. She was built during 1861 and was
also lost in a cyclone on the 10/3/1872. )

After her came the "SEA SPRAY", 0O/No.36546, another schocner
of 32 tons. She was built in 1862 and disappeared with all
hands on the pearling grounds off Cossack apparently during a
cyclone early in 1873.

In 1866 came the ketch "ZEBRAY, 0/No.52233, of 16 tons. Her
dimensions were 43 x 13 x & feet.

The next registered vessel constructed was the "LAUGHING
WAVE", O/No.61085, a two masted brig of 116 tons built in
186&. Her dimensions were, 106 x 22 x 11 feet. She like the
others was built for Batemans. After a successful career on
the coast she was sold to William Douglas and Captain
Rickers, both of Fremantle. Captain Rickers scld the wvessel
at Singapore.

The next vessel we are certain that he built was the "MARY
HERBERT", 0O/No.72471, a two masted brigantine of 92 tons. Her
dimensions were, 76 x 19 x 8 feet.

She was built for the Fremantle Victualler, James Herbert and
named after his wife. When the wvessel was about half
completed William Jackson became embroiled in a dispute with
Mr Herbert and the ship remained sitting on the stocks for
eight years. William, with his sons then resumed the building
and finished her during 1875. However, another dispute arocse
and it was left to William‘s leading hand, Frederick Jones,
who , incidentally also became a ship builder, to do the
launching.

William predicted she would never see the water and he was
nearly right as Jjust after Mary broke the bottle of wine
across the bows and named her , the c¢radle broke at the
waters edge and there she remained for some weeks before
sliding into her natural element.

She was designed for the Fremantle, Eastern Australia trade
and her first voyage was to Hobart. When she sailed she had
on board as passengers, the owner ,Mr Herbert and Governor
Weld, his wife and daughters who were going on leave. After a
smart passage to Hobart, she backloaded and proceeded to
Adelaide for a cargo of flour. Returning to Fremantle she
encountered heavy weather and put into Albany. When she
sailed from there it was claimed that most of the crew were
drunk and when last sighted was under full sail. Nothing more
was ever heard from her or her crew and she is supposed to
have foundered in deep water between Albany and Augusta.
Unfortunately William had a drinking problem as can be seen
in the following C.S.R. letter which, was, in the main, the
cause of many of his disputes.

From the Resident Magistrate, Fremantle to the Colonial
secretary on the 9/1/1868.

Sir, on the 6&th inst, William Jackson, a shipwright, free,
and a notorious drunkard, was sentenced by me, on the
complaint of his employer, Mr W. Bateman to 14 days
imprisonment. I did not fine him as I was anxious to make a
lasting impression.
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Mr Bateman, being in great want of his services, and his wife
and family being destitute, I have the honour to request that
his Excellency will be pleased to authorise Jackson’s release
on Monday next, the 13th. I have the honour to be, etc,

The Colonial Secretaries reply reads :-

Mr Bateman’s wants and the destitution of Jackson’s family
are not sufficient reasons for not making the lasting
impression the Resident Magistrate so intended to make.

In 1875 the ship "EMILLIENNE" grounded in a storm at
Fremantle but was fortunately got off but with damage to her
hull which caused her to leak. she was taken to Garden Island
and careened for repairing and William Jackson tendered to
pumb out the vessel and heave her down so the repairs could
be made.

During July 1878 Fremantle was beset with a series of very
violent gales which played havoc with the anchored shipping.
A number of them broke or dragged their moorings and were
blown ashore all along the south beach. To gquote from the
Inquirer of the 17/7/1878,

"The three masted vessel "DIANA" has gone ashore in Owen’s
anchorage and five small c¢raft are on south beach. the
schooners "MYRA", NAUTILUS" and "PLANET" are approaching the
beach gradually. A brig, the "EMILY" ran under Garden Island
this morning.

the Rottnest Pilot reports the "EASTERN STAR" to be sinking.
The coasters "ALPHA, "HAMPTON" and "ARGO" are ashore and the
"WILL WATCH" is in danger and later drifted onto the beach
near the stockade, along with the cutters "MYTH" and
"CLARENCE PACKET".

The wind continues extremely high. A shipbuilder named
Jackson, while trying to save the "ALPHA" from being wrecked
on the beach, was killed this morning by being crushed
between a dinghy and the vessel". A tragic ending.

References. .W.A. Almanac, 1856 to 1871.
Fremantle Times, 16/5/1919.
West Australian, 6/2/1932
The Herald Almanac, 1871 to 1881.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Unfinished Voyages, Vol 2, Henderson.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 622/69,

Vol 736/113.

Inquirer, 17/7/1878.

-------------------

JACKSON, William, junior, of Fremantle.

Son of William above. As noted he assisted his father in
constructing the "MARY HERBERT" and more than likely a number
of the others.

He is believed to have built a river cargo boat named the
"ZEPHYR" for Batemans.

No registered vessels are attributed to him.

References..The Herald Almanac, 1878 to 1886,
Fremantle City Council, rate books.
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...................

JACKSON, William Dockray, of Fremantle.

He was born in 1827 in England and arrived at Fremantle 1in
the early 1840’s. His occupation was as a Master Mariner and
he became the Pilot at Rottnest Island and later Island
Superintendent.

There is only one reference to him being a shipbuilder and I
am of the opinion that the reference is confusing him with
William, "General" Jackson.

He was a part owner of the schooner "GUYON" with Henry
Yelverton and employed a number of ticket-of-leave holders
including boatmen and carpenters.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Regigter of British Ships, Augtralian Archives.

...................

JOHNS, F, of Fremantle.

Another man of which we know very little. He appears in just
the one Almanac and so it is probable that he was employed by
others.

There is no record of any vessgels built by him.

...................

JOHNS, Joseph Bolitho, of Fremantle.

He was born allegedly in Wales in 1831 and was an unmarried
miner and dresser when he was convicted at Reading on the
23/5/1849. He was sentenced to ten years transportation and
arrived at Fremantle aboard the convict ship 9"PYRENEES" on
the 1/5/1853, (No.1790).

He gained notoriety in Western Australia by being nicknamed
"MOONDYNE JOE" the bushranger and for his escapes from
custody. His last term of imprisonment ended in 1873 and in
1879 he married his second wife.

When he was released in 1873 he gained employment as a boat
builder with Robert Wrightson and worked for him for 9
months.

Again in 1880, he was employed as a boat builder at Fremantle
but then he left for the South West and was employed by M.C.
Davies at his timber mill and at Hamelin Bay as a carpenter
and occasional shipwright. He stayed there for a number of
years before heading back to Perth,

There 1s no record of any boats that Joseph may have built
on his own account and he died in the o0ld men’s home at
Claremont in 1920.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
“Moondyne Joe", Man or Myth, by Ian Elliot.

JOHNSON, Andrew W, of Peppermint Grove,



Gommonwealth Boating
Establishment,

PEPPERMINT CROVE, COTTESLOE.

e (e

=====_Sailing and Rowing Boats for Hire by the hour,
: day or week at reasonable rates,

All kinds of Bait kept in Stock. Good Assortment of Fishing Tackle and Johnson's

Imitating Minnow (better than Spinners). Also obtainable at
Bethell & Thurston's, Perth.

Large and Small Lockers for Sailing and Motior Boat Gear to Let at Reasonable Prices.
A. W. JOHNSON, Proprietor.

Headquarters and Meeting Place of the Peppermint Grove Sailing Club.

SLIPS and YARD : N. Fremantle Bridge. G~-PHONE 558.

N. T. JORGENSON.

OFFICE: 31 HENRY-ST., FREMANTLE.
For Boat Repairing, Storing," and

Best Slip Accommodation in Fremantle, :
The largest Yachts in W.A. can behauled ap, cleaned and launched |

within a few hours. Every description of repairing work done
by competent workmen at the shortest notice.

12-Ton Steam Launch ALPHA for Sale, L.O.A, 52ft.;
beam, 8ft. 2in.; 7-i.h.p.; boiler suitable for larger engines, 1n
good order and well found. Was lcensed to carry 40 passen- |
gers. Prices and full inventory from office. k
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All we know of this man is that his premises were listed as
being located on the Esplanade, Peppermint Grove.

As he ran a dinghy hire service from the same premises it is
reasonable to assume that he built these for his own business
and possibly for sale.

The only positively identified vessel from this builder was
an 15 foot Norwegian Praam type yacht named "“HECKLA®. Her
beam was 5.6 feet and she carried 200 feet of canvas in her
jib and mainsail.

References. .Wise's Post Office Directory, 1918.
W.A. Yachting and Motor Boat Annuals, 1907/08.

...................

JOHNSON, C. of Fremantle.

The only thing we know about this man 1is that he is the
registered builder of the two masted schooner, "STAR OF THE
WEST", 0O/No.102228, of 25 tons built during 18%$8 for Charles
Robert Brown, of Fremantle.

Her dimensions were, 49 x 14 x 5.5 feet. Her last owner was
Frank Biddles of Broome and on the 17/4/1904, the wvessel,
under Captain Piggott was blown ashore at Broome in a South
Easterly gale and was totally wrecked.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

JOHNSON, John, of Cossack.

Nothing is known of this person but it is known that he was
employed at Cossack as a shipwright from 1887 through to
1889.

It is possibkle that he then went pearling on his own account
as in the early 18%C‘’s a Jchn Johnson was the owner of the
pearling schooner, "MALENA", O/No.101506.

References. .The Herald Almanac, 1887 to 1889.
Dictionary of West Rustralians, Erikson.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

JONES, David, of Fremantle,

He was born in 1813 at Aberystwyth, Wales and arrived at
Fremantle during 1842 abkoard the "SIMON TAYLOR" from
Mauritius. He married Sarah Caporn on the 27/8/1845 and they
had four children,one of whom, Frederick, followed his
father’s trade.

David 1is believed to have been a shipwright and Naval
Architect in the Roya. Navy and was in that capacity at
Mauritius until receiving his discharge, whereupon he sailed
toe Fremantle.

David Jocnes is credited in one source as having been the
builder of the "LaDY STIRLING". However that vesgsel was built
by W.H. Edwards. Another that he is wrongly credited with is
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the "NEW PERSEVERANCE". However it 1is8 possible that he was
employed by the builders of these vessels.

One that he did definitely build was the "EMPRESS" for
Captain John Thomas. She, in the advertisements, is described
as a clipper brigantine when newly built in 1846, but when
she was sold in 1859 she had been rerigged as a schooner.

In the local newspaper, the Inquirer on the 10/9/1846, there
appeared this notice :-

To Capltalists, the undersigned, having completed a schooner
in frame, burdon 80 tons, model of a Baltimore Clipper,wishes
to dispose of the same on the following terms. The vessel is
built of the best native wmahogany, keel 45ft, beam 17ft,
depth 8ft, registered 50 tons. Can be ready for sea in gix
months, 1is iron fastened but if desired can be copper
fastened and will stand 12.A.1 at Lloyds. The whole I will
complete ready for sea, except cabin and forecastle, either
on deck or below. To be sold at eight pounds per ton
builder’s measurement.

Purchaser to advance 200 pounds in stcres and money on the
vessel as she stands for her completion. To be geen at Point
Walter and a model, "in miniature" at the office of the
Inquirer. signed, David Jones, Point Walter.

In January 1847 this report appeared,

"we understand that a project is on foot for building a
schooner of 160 tons at the Dockyard under Mount Eliza. The
expense 1s estimated at 1600 pounds when the vessel is ready
for sea. The builder 1is Mr David Jones whose abilities in
modelling have already been abundantly proved, he having been
the architect of the Messr’s Thomas’ "EMPRESS", a vessel
whose build would reflect no discredit on any dockyard in
England"

On the 4/2/18%6, David wrote to the Colonial Secretary thus,
Sir, I bBeg to inform you for +the informatiom of His
Excellency the Governor that the buoy boat I am now building
for the Government, being in a very forward state I request
that you will advance me the sum of 100 pounds on account as
I have all the materials tc pay for used in the said boat,

I have the honour to be, etc. David Jones.

The three other wvessels that we kncw that he built are the
"ADA"™, "ARABIA" and "SARA".

David Jones died on the 9/7/1856.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Inquirer, 16/9/1846, 13/1/1847.
Colonial Secretaries Records,

...................

JONES, Frederick, cf Fremantle.

Son of the above, he was born at Fremantle on the 1/11/1846
and at the age of ten his father passed away, leaving his
Mother and siblings bereft. Mrg Jones was to marry adgain in
the next year William Owston, a shipwright and later ship
owner,

Young Frederick had very little scheoling and was placed in
apprenticeship as a shipwright. By 1868 he was 1in business
for himself as a ship repairer, which appears to have been
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the main thrust of his business as he is only recorded as
having built one registered vessel, although it 1is possible
that he may have built unregistered craft and river boats.

In 1874, in partnership with William Marmion, he built the
"ANNIE AGNES", O/No.72466, a cutter of 32.5 tons. She had a
length of 52ft, a breadth of 11.5ft and a depth of heold 7ft.
During February 1878 she stranded on the Moore River reef but
was got off only to strand again in October 1878 at Port
Denison, (Dongara), during a strong North Westerly gale. She
stayed on the shore for six years before being refloated and
rerigged.

On the 22/4/1909 the ship was under the command of Captain J.
Gardiner when she was wrecked on Lewis Island, west of
Cossack with general cargo and mails,

Fred’s boat building yard when the "ANNIE AGNES" was built
was at the river end of Henry Street, Fremantle just north of
the North Bay Jetty.

In 1880 Frederick’s premises were at Lots 171 and 172 Essex
Street, Fremantle, where he had a house and shipyard.

In 1888 he was elected to the Fremantle Council where he
served for 24 years. He died on the 27/8/1914.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1872 to 1889,
Booklet, "Keeping up with the Jones’s.
Daily News, 22/7/1970.
Record of Ancestors, by Y. Coates.
Fremantle City Library, family history section.
Fremantle City Council, rate books.

JORGENSON, N.T. of Fremantle.

Nothing biographically is known of this man, but he was
operating his boatyard beside the Traffic Bridge at North
Fremantle with his office at 31 Henry st Fremantle.

It is not known if he actually built any boats, but it is
possible that he did, as his advertisements only state that
he carries out boat repairs.

Referencesg..W.A. Yachting and Motor Boat Annuals, 1902/13.

KELTY, H.W. of Albany.

A1l we know of this man is that he was born at Deptford,
Kent, BEngland on the 5/7/1848 and that he resided at Albany.
In 1899 he built a cutter yacht named "GLORIANA", O/No.118527
of 8 tons for his brother William EKelty, an accountant, who
lived in Perth. She was delivered in February 1900.

The vessel was resurveyed on 15/5/1905 on account of being
changed from a sailing craft to a power driven vessel. She
was fitted with a ten H.P. engine made by the Buffalo
Gasolene Motor Co. which gave her a speed of 7 knots.

Nothing is known of the vessel’s fate.
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References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Boat Builder’s Certificate.

...................

EEMDO, J.E. of Broome.

Another of whom the only information we have 1s the
registration certificate for the 1lugger "ROSELLA" which
states that he was the builder of the "ROSELLA", 0/No.131630.
She was of 11.2 tons and was rigged as a two masted schooner
with dimensions of 34.5 x 11.5 x 4.5 ft. The vessel was built
for John Byrne and Martin Freney who were pearlers at Broome.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

KEMOTQ, Kintaro, of Broome.

Kintarco was born during 1869 at Teho, possibly now Toyo, on
the Island of Shikoku, Japan. He arrived in western Australia
in 1901 and was registered as a carpenter

The only indication of this man building boats comes in the
registration certificate o©of the two masted schooner,
"BOUNCE", O/No.125029, of 10.61 tons.

Her dimensions were 35 x 11 x 4.5 feet and she was built at
Broome during 1910 for John Byrne and Mark Freney.

She was eventually broken up.

Mr Kemcto was one of the many Japanese who were brought to
Western Australia under indentures to work 1in the pearling
industry and he left to go back home in 1912.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Boat Builders certificate.

EEMP, John and James, of Bunbkury.

These Dbrothers went to Bunbury in May 1845 aboard the
schooner "ALPHA" and almost immediately began boat building.
In a contemporary newspaper report on the 4/8/1847 it states,

"just as we were going to press we received advice from the
vVasse, Bunbury and Australind to the 27th ult.

A vessel of 20 tons burthen, belonging to Messr’s John and
James Kemp was launched at Bunbury a few weeks since.
Notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the weather for the
occasion, the spectators mustered tolerably strongly and
everything went off well. She was named the "GAZELLE" by Miss
Eliza McKay.

She reflects great credit on her builders and will in a few
days be ready for sea."

In the same paper on the 18/8/1847 a report reads, "Fatal
Accident, in a late number, we gave an account of the launch
of the "GAZELLE" schooner and commented on the praiseworthy
industry of the brothers, who had unaided, built this vessel.
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It is now we regret, our melancholy task to impart the
intelligence of the death of Mr James L. Kemp, the younger
brother, who was unfortunately drowned on Wednesday last,
while engaged with his elder brother in sounding the bar at
Bunbury for the purpose of finding a channel of sufficient
depth to take their schooner over.

The boat, a mahogany built dinghy, in which they proceeded
was struck by a sea while they were thus occupied. The dinghy
was swamped and the brothers began swimming with the aid of
an car. James though was wearing heavy boots which soon
filled with water which dragged him down."

His body was washed ashore on the 14th and was buried the
next day.

The "GAZELLE" eventually got over the bar in February 1848
and sailed for Mandurah where she was hove down to have a
false keel fitted. She then sailed for Adelaide via Albany.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Inquirer, 4/8/1847, 18/8/1847.

...................

EENNEDY, John, of North Fremantle.

It is not known who he was or where he came from but it is
assumed that he was employed by one of the larger ship yards.
There are no records of him having built anything in his own
right.

References. .W.A. Almanac, 1B99.

KEY, Joseph, of Fremantle.

Joseph arrived at Fremantle as a member of the crew of the
"CALISTA" on the 3/8/1829, and seeing possibilities decided
to stay, so he paid off and set himself up ashore.

In the first muster he was listed as a shipwright but it is
not certain that he practised his profession at Fremantle as
he quickly gained employment with the Government carrying out
essential works in the infant Colony.

However with the need for boats in those early days it would
seem improbable that he wouldn’t have had some involvement in
the industry.

He 1is recorded as being the owner of Lot 306 in Fremantle
which fronted onto Cantonment Street in 1837.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The First Five Hundred, R.W.A.H.S.
The Colony of Western Australia, Nathaniel Ogle
London, 1837.

..................

KROSS, August, of Perth.

August is listed through 1887 to 1889% in the Almanacs as a
shipwright and as no vessels are directly attributed to him
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it is safe to assume that he was employed by the established
boat and shipbuilding yards.

References..The Herald Almanac, 1887 to 1889
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

...................

LARSON, Hurbert and Lans, of Albany.

These brothers worked at the o0ld whaling station at
Frenchman’s Bay and when the Government closed it down they
were left there as caretakers.

With little to occupy their time they set about building a
boat to catch fish. She was a double ended boat, 30 feet long
with a beam of about 9 feet.

Later, when the station was dismantled and the area cleared
she was sold to Clem Douglas and named the "MARGARET"

The last known owner was a fisherman named Ted Davis.

References. .Memories of Maritime Albany, by G DelL Marshall.
Maritime Museum Report No.53.

...................

LAWRENCE, William & Samuel, of Perth.

In 1841 an American whaling barque arrived at Albany in King
George’s Sound to replenish its supplies of food, water and
wood and whilst there one of the seamen named William
Lawrence deserted the ship. He hid out in the bush out of
reach of the police until the wvessel sailed and then,
amazingly, he set off and walked to Perth.

On arriving in the town he teamed up with a boatman on the
river named James Caporn and by 1852 the partnership owned
and operated a gig which carried cargo and passengers between
Perth and Fremantle.

William had been born at Bunker’s Hill, Massachusets, U.S.A.
and was only 15 years cld when he jumped ship and started out
con his great adventure. In 1847 he married Elizabeth Caporn,
who arrived with her parents from England per the "SIMON
TAYLOR" in 1842. They were to have eight children.

On December the 1st 1852 William wrote to the Colonial
Secretary thus :- "I hereby tender to carry the mails by boat
from Perth to Fremantle and back to Perth from 1/1/1853 to
1/1/1854, (weather permitting), for 2 shillings per diem. The
mail to be delivered in the summer season at 7 A.M. and in
the winter, 7.30 A.M.. Also tec take all ship’s mail by day or
night for 20 shillings, (if Express, 40 shillings)

signed, William Lawrence.

Unfortunately for the partners a bout of heavy drinking led
to them being arrested in July 1856 for theft of gold
sovereigns. The case, which was widely reported in the local
press, resulted in William being sentenced to eight years
imprisonment in the colonial gacl and Samuel Caporn to six
years. William’s number was 3978 and in a letter dated
6/1/1859 the Prison Superintendent writes, " I beg to report
that Lawrence was received into the Convict Establishment in
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July 1856, having been sentenced to eight years penal
servitude. Since reception his conduct has been
uninterruptedly ‘"very good" and he has been recently

appointed a prison constable at duty within the walls"

In 1860 William, now with a ticket-of-leave, wrote to the
Governor reguesting a pass So that he could carry out his
trade as a boatman. This the Governor refused and stated that
he was not to be employed on boats until the expiry of his
sentence.

By December 1864, and free, Caporn and Lawrence were
volunteers in the expedition to Camden Harbour in the
Kimberleys along with the probationary prisoner, Welman.
Because they were volunteers they received no remuneration
and so they requested grants of land in the Camden district
in Lieu.

By December 1869 William was established as a boat builder
and his first vyard was on the corner of Mill Street and
Bazaar Terrace, now the Esplanade. He then purchased two
blocks of land in Perth, (Lots Y.158 & ¥.159) running from
tberdeen Street to Newcastle Street and bordered by
Fitzgerald Street. However the family lived near to their
business and owned four lots in Mill Street. William, himself
resided at 18 Mill Street and his sons lived at No's 2, 6 and
8.

Gold was an obsession with William and he financed and
sometimes went on expeditions looking for the precious metal
and after many trials and tribulations was part of the party
that found the first payable gold in the Yilgarn district.
Prior to this discovery though, he requested from the
Government, a covered wagon and horses to prospect a reef
within 90 miles of Perth. This was in August 1872,

OQur first letter from him which firmly places him in the boat
building industry is dated 15/1/1874 in which he tenders to
build two boats for the Water Police, for 87 pounds. The
tender form is signed Lawrence & Son. (the son was Samuel,
see next entry}.

The Governor’s recommendation was that Lawrence & Son be
given the contract ahead of T.W.Mews and George Bell.

Again in 1874 they tendered to construct a bucy boat for the
Harbour Masters department and fortunately along with the
specifications, we have the drawings of her done by George
Forsyth, Harbour Master.

In 1876 they again tendered to build a vessel for the
Government to be used in the North West, this time a schooner
of from forty to forty five tons burthen.

The first registered wvessel built by William Lawrence was the
"VENUS", O/No.52238, a cutter of 13 tons and launched on the
5th of November 1867. She was taken to the pearling grounds
off Cossack and worked there for many years.

Next came "TRIBUNE", 0/No.&1088, a cutter of 28 tons built in
March 1869.

He was also engaged in building and repairing yachts as shown
in the Inguirer on the 18/1/1871 when he advertised the smart
yacht "BLACK SWAN" for sale. Also he was in a partnership
with George Randell at this time in the ownership of the
steamer "FRIENDS" and in 1871 made a propesal to the
Government to build six barges and rebuild or replace the
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"FRIENDS" to assist the dredge "BLACK SWAN" in her work on
the river.

Another ad appeared in the Inquirer in April 1871 when he
advertised a fast and well built cutter, adapted for the
pearling industry, just launched.

Then came, in September 1871, a steam cutter named "CITY OF
PERTH", 0/No.61105, of 61 tons. Her dimensions were, 87 x 17
x 5.5 feet. The newspaper reports that, '"the steamer "CITY OF
PERTH" was successfully launched from the yvard of W. Lawrence
& Son on Wednesday last, (26th). She is a smart locking craft
of about 50 tons and is intended for the passenger trade
between Perth and Fremantle and to make the trip in one hour.
Her engines are of 20 horsepower collective and were fitted
up by G. Randell & Co for W. Lawrence and Sons who are the
sole owners."

In 1875 the Lawrences received a contract from Randell-Knight
& Cc to build another steamer for their company. While the
hull was being constructed Mr Randell went to Melbourne to
have the Atlas Company of Engineersg construct the engine.
These arrived in Perth just as the wvessel was launched, which
was on the 1/11/1875. She was then taken around to the
William Street jetty for fitting out. This was completed by
Christmas and she wag named the "ENCHANTRESS". She took her
place alongside the "LADY STIRLING" for holiday trips where
she became one of the most popular steamers. This o©of course
was in conjunction with her normal scheduled trips. She was
broken up during 1885.

On the 4/9/1878 in the Ingquirer there appeared this item,
"Boat for the Lacepedes. Messr’s Lawrence and Son, who
obtained the contract to build a boat for the Government for
use at the Lacepede 1Islands have completed the work and
handed the boat over to the Government.

She 1is a very pretty model, well put together and reflects
great credit upon her builders™.

16/10/1878, also in the Inguirer,

"NEW GIG, Meggr’s Lawrence & son are now building a wvery fine
gig, which is expected to be a match for anything in the
shape of a boat plying on the river at the present time.

Her dimensiong are 34 feet in length with a beam of 4 feet.
Taken with her otherwise fine proportions she without doubt
possesses the finest lines of any boat yet built in the
colony and it is predicted that with a good crew this gig
will be more of a match for the "VENUS" of which great things
are expected at the forthcoming regatta.

The new gig will be rowed by four oars and is to be called
the "ROSE". Their last production in this line was called the
TIRIS",

All the boat builders took these regattas very seriously as
it was a great way to advertise their business. They not only
built the craft but raced them as well and in nearly every
regatta held on the Swan you can find the Lawrences, Mews and
Watson names prominent.

WILLIAM, Junior & SAMUEL LAWRENCE,
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William, junior was born in 1852 and like his brother Samuel
went into the boatbuilding industry as soon as he was able.

It is difficult to differentiate between the two Williams
during this period as they didn’t always use the senior and
junior titles. However, William junior comes into his own in
1879 when ag can be gseen from the following he branched out
on his own and started his own boatbuilding yard, which was
right next door to his fathers in Bazaar Terrace, near the
foot of Mill Street.

23/7/1879, Steam Launch For The River,

Mr W Lawrence, junior, who, we observe hags commenced business
as a boatbuilder on his own account, has now on the stocks a
boat of about 40 feet long, which he intends to fit up as a
steam launch for excursions on the river.

The boat will be propelled by a screw, worked by oscillating
engines imported from England, of a combined power of about
12 horses and while gpeed will be secured every provision
will be made in the new yacht for the safety and comfort of
passengers.

The occasion of this vesgel’s launch is significant in that
it is the first vessel built in Perth to be propeller driven,

previously all the steamers on the river were stern paddle
driven or side wheelers. ( The "LES TRCIS AMIS" was propeller
driven when she ran on the river during 1855, but she was
built in England.)

17/12/1879, Launch, the first screw steamer built in Perth
was launched from Messr’s Lawrence & Son’s yard last week.
She is a really handsome boat and a credit to her builder. It
is intended to employ her in the passenger traffic between
Perth and the Port and to be available for excursions on the
river for which her light draft well adapts her.

She was named the "LADY ORD" after the Governor’s wife and
when she first began operating in March 1880 she made another
notable contribution to our river’s history by becoming the
first steam powered vessel to inaugurate the ferry service
from Perth to South Perth.

The Inquirer of 24/3/1880 says of the event,

Ferry across Perth Water, The first practical attempt at the
establishment of a steam ferry between Perth and South Perth
was made on Saturday last by Mr T Browne in running Mr W
Lawrence, junior’s steam launch "LADY ORDY from the steamer
jetty, William Street to the landing at the Alta Gardens,
Mill Point. the experiment was altogether successful."

The Alta Gardens was a popular picnic site and surrounded the
0ld mill which was floored in to make a lookout. The gardens
were established by Mr Browne and with the success of the
"LADY ORD" he placed an order with the Lawrences for another
small ferry.

On the 19/5/188B0 at the Police Court William Lawrence, junior
proprietor of the river screw-steamer "LADY ORD" was fined
ten shillings for running the boat contrary to the Acts, in
not having the required particulars of the vessel affixed to
her hull as provided for. This was obviously a warning to all
boat owners as it caused a bit of a flurry in name painting
etc up and down the river.

By April 1881 William had built the new steam launch for Mr
Browne of the Alto Gardens, South Perth as Mr Browne began



Photo by A. J. MonLTox] [Huy Street. Perth,

0.—Mr. J. Thompson's LOTUS.
‘Winner Greenham Trophy. Built by W. & S. Lawrence, Perth,
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advertising the service under the banner, Support Local
Enterprise. Perth and South Perth steam ferry.

Having at considerable expense succeeded 1in supplying the
long admitted want of steam communication across Perth Water
I solicit public support and patronage to ensure success to
the enterprise.

The Alta steam launch, a commodicus boat placed on the
service, 1s duly 1licensed, carries two life buoys and is
fully equipped in accordance with the provisions of the Boat
Licensing Act.

15/6/1881, on this date William, junior became involved in a
lengthy court case involving the sale of a marine steam
engine to a Mr Smith. Smith required an engine to power his
cabinet making works and agreed to purchase the 4.5 H.P.
engine from Lawrence for 45 pounds, however, upon
installation it was found that it was not equal to the task
and various engineers were called in, amongst whom was Mr
Edwin Randell, of Randell, Knight & Co.

His statement wag that his father had purchased the engine in
England and it had been used in one of his river steamers
before being replaced. Apparently, when purchased new, it was
rated at 2.5 H.P. It was at this point that the engineers
disagreed, was it nominal or actual horse power that was
being discussed. It would appear that the magistrate himself
became confused as he directed that the deal be rescinded and
that the costs be shared.

The Morning Herald in an article on the 20/1/1882 indicates
that the enterprising citizen, Mr Wm Lawrence, Jjun, is
pushing ahead with two new craft, one a small screw steamer,
52 feet long, 10.5 feet beam and 20 tons burthen, clear, for
their increaged harbour and river traffic and the other a
smart little cutter to the order of Messr‘s Monger and
Finnerty of the Gascoigne, for pearling and coasting in the
district. Neither of these vessels were registered as
coasters but would have been licensed under the local acts.
On the 13/2/1882 the Lawrences, along with their partners,
Randell and Knight had to appear in court to answer charges
that they had used their steamer "ADVANCE" to carry cargo
from Gage’s Roads to Perth without a permit. They were
convicted and fined ten pounds.

William Lawrence’s son Samuel was born on the 12/12/1853 and
went into his father’s business as soon as he left school. He
and the rest of the family lived all their lives in Mill
Street, mere yards from their workshops and slips. From the
beginnings at the corner of Mill Street, they moved just
along Bazaar Terrace to the land at the foot of the old Perth
Boy’s School. From there, about the turn of the century they
moved across the road to the water side of Bazaar Terrace
where the company remained until 1942.

The father, William, continued working into his nineties as
did Samuel who worked right up until his death in 1942. In an
interview conducted in 1933 Samuel talks of the boatse the
company built, such as the "DRAGON", "ALBATROSS" and "EAGLE".
They built the whole fleet of Gigs for the Swan River Club
and the first purpose built pearling lugger to go North and
also the last, which was the "EMLYN CASTLE", built just
before the second world war.
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Following is a list of all the known boats built by father
and sons.

"VENUS", "TRIRUNE", "CITY OF PERTH", "ADVANCE", "“BLACK SWAN",
"TRANSIT", "ENTERPRISE", "ENCHANTRESS™, "TRY AGAIN",
"ENDEAVQUR™, "FLORENCE", wsSCHUBRY | "LADY QrRD", "MAY",
"OSBORNE"™, "ELSIE", "PELSART", "ESTHER", "ELSIE", "LAWRENCE",
"DORIS", "WHILEAWAY", "“THELMA", "ERA", "GRACE", "HAROLD",
"ALICE", T"BUBBLES", "ALBANY", "OUIDA", "AFRIC", "BALLIE",
"CELTIC", "ERIC", "DORIC", "FREDERICK", "DUCHESS"Y,
"COUNTESS", "ENTERFRISE", "GAREENUP", "NORIMBA", "EAGLE",
"ADVENTURE", "DRAGON", "EVA", "CRITERION", "BROWNIE",
"PYTHON", "ALBATROSS", U"YKOOKI", "YULE", "KALAROO", "KYLIE",
"KIEWA", “CIRCE™"™, "LOTUS", "YELKIE", "NYROCA", "IDALIA",
"KENMORE", "KINGFISH", "“WHILEAWAY", "BROWNIE", "BANDALUS",
"Ivy", "TUDOR", "CELTIC" and "WAROO".

In the early 1900’s Jeremiah Asquith went into the
partnership with Sam Lawrence for a couple of years and
during this time they built some of the Val ferries and the
pearling lugger "YULE".

We have eight boat building certificates from this firm
showing the building of such diverse craft as the auxiliary
ketch "NICOLL BAY" of 56 tons, "OUIDA", a two masted schooner
of 12 tons, the steam launch "OSBORNE", the pearling luggers
"CHARLES™ and "FREDERICK", the steam ferry "DUCHESS", the
steam tender "ALBATROSS" and the steam towing vessel "PYTHON"
cf 154.4 tons.

The list shown is of course not nearly complete as there must
have been dozens and dozens of yachts, gigs and other small
craft built by this firm which were never registered.

William Lawrence, junior lived on the Esplanade, South Perth,
on section 5 of lot 68 where he built a 6 room brick house.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
W.A. Almanac, 1864 to 1871.
West Australian, 4/2/18%0, 1/3/1890, 19/4/1890.
Inquirer, 8/4/1870, 22/2/1871, 26/4/1871,
4/9/1878, 16/10/1878, 23/7/1879, 17/12/1879,
24/3/1880, 15/6/1881,
Battye Library Photo Collection.
Western Picneers, by J.E. Hammond. 1936.
Early Days Journal, Vol 3/4/38, R.W.A.H.S.
Western Mail, Xmas 1898, page 54.
The Herald Almanac, 1867 to 1877.
Government Gazettes.
W.A. Yachting and Motor Boats Annuals, 1902/13.
Perth City Council, rate books.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Builders Registration Certificates.
Fremantle Herald, 30/9/1871.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 312/219,
444 /387, %S45/33, 637/374, 707/88, 769/125,
769/127, 769/205, 769/208, 770/137, 823/160.
The Morning Herald, 20/1/1882, 13/2/1882.
City of South Perth, rate books.

LAWRENCE & ASQUITH, of Perth.
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MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT, 1894.

o
Certificate of Survey.
Name of Ship. , Fort of insendad reginty. i Oficiel psaber, 3 :::" l\u pown any focmer
MEYTHON Fremantle, W4, ! 120030.
{ Re-megsured.
b = | o i Pt g e T ‘ Where buill, ’ T buiit. J Name wnd sddras of buiders

W.& 5.Lawrence
Colonial, Barge to he towed. ‘ Perth, W.A, }“Eggﬁ’e’%’ Bazsar Terrgoe,
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Stem .. i . - -
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Stem .. . . .. Elliptiosl DT ocka and upreards = . = i
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Side | MNumber of seamen o npprr:mcn [nr whom aommmodauon
nae houses o .. . .. .. N L . Two ),- -~
Deock houses o . . . . N BT | B certified ... DL
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Spaces for machinery and |xghf. md air, under rec. 73 If?] of the sec. 54 af the Merchant Shipping Act, 1904, as follows —
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= | Boatswailn's Store 3 tons || 3.00
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in above the upper deck for propelling machinery and for light and air is.... 11 ... tons

Note 2.—The undermentioned spaces above the upper deck are not included in the cubical contents forming the ship's regisler tonnage—
Wheel-house -~ L = 4.3'. B = 5.,8'. E =6.9" = 1.72 tons.

I, the undersigned Surveyor appomted by the Board of Trade having surveyed the above-named ship,
hereby certigl that tﬁe above particulars are true, and that her name is marked on esch of her bows, and
her name and the port of registry are properly maxked on a complcuous part of her stem, a sca%e of feet marlced
on each side of her stem and of her stern pest aop e oo aveck sz aslyaearkados

thpmg Act . | 894
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These two boat builders formed a partnership in the early
1900’s and built at least one pearling lugger and some of the
early "VAL" ferries. See also J Asquith and S Lawrence.

The boat building certificate for the lugger is in existence
and it reads thus,

We the undermentioned, shipbuilders of Perth, do hereby
certify that the sailing vessel "YULE" of 14 tons having one
deck and fitted with one mast, cutter rigged, was built at
our yard in the year 1909 and launched on the 30/4/1909 on
account of Mr McKay and there is nothing owing on same vessel

gsigned 8 Lawrence, J Asquith, shipbuilders.

References. .Boat Builders Certificate. Australian Archives.

LEE, Henry, of Fremantle.

He was born in 1832 and by 1860 was an unmarried engineer who
was consgidered literate. However, he fell foul of the law and
was convicted at the Bedford Assizes for a felony.

As he had previous convictions he was sentenced to six years
transportation. He arrived at Fremantle on the "NORWQOOD" on
the 9/6/1862, (No.6357) and received his ticket-of-leave on
the 20/5/1863 and his conditional pardon, 26/10/1863.

He is recorded as having worked at both Champion Bay and
Fremantle as a boat builder and may have worked for William
Garrard at Geraldton. There 1is no record of any craft
directly built by him.

References. .Dictionary of West Australiang, Erikson.

...................

LETHARBY, T. of Fremantle.

The three references we have of this man all place him in
this industry within a two year period, that of 1868/1869.
On the 11/7/1868 Thomas placed an advertisement in the
Fremantle newspaper, the "Herald" and it states that,
"Having been employed as a shipwright with Mess‘rs Mare & Co
of Milwall, London I am prepared to undertake any contract or
job work in the above line, signed Thomas Letharby

No.2 William St Fremantle.
in the second advertisement, which was placed in the same
newspaper, but on the 15/8/1868, Thomas adds a paragraph that

reads, "This is to certify that Thomas Letharby executed a
job for wme on my vessel, "WATER LILY", to my complete
satisfaction, signed, John Lewis."

The company that he refers to in his ads, Mare & Co. of
Milwall is tied up with the famous shipbuilding firm of
Pitchers of Northfleet, Kent. This firm had a long and stormy
career building mainly large wooden warships and East
Indiamen culminating in the construction of 54 C(Crimean War
gunboats. When the company went bankrupt in 1860, C J Mare
was called in to be receiver/manager, gradually taking over
the enterprise. He eventually moved the operation to Milwall
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to be closer to the Naval and other dockyards where the bulk
of the Naval contracts were being carried out.

The "WATER LILY" referred to above was built during 1867 but
unfortunately it is not certain just who the builder was, I
feel sure that it was Mr Jackson and that Thomas was employed
on the project as she was launched on the 9/9/1867.

The only other reference we have is an entry in the 1869
almanac, which simply states that he is a boatbuilder.

There are no known vessels built directly by him so it is
logical to assume that he only worked for others.

References. .the "Herald", 11/7/1868, 15/8/1868.
W.A. Almanac, 186%2.

...................

LEWIS, Bros, E.A. & G. of Fremantle.

In 1506 a report states, "Messr‘s E.A. & G. Lewis, who will
be remembered as having built "CRESTA" some years ago, are
now engaged upon the construction of a 30ft overall boat.
This boat 1s for cruising purposes and will have 12 feet of
beam. Her planking is Kauri on Blackwoed timbers and it is
intended to half-deck her. She will be cutter rigged and
carry about 600ft of canvas. The design was by F. Carnaby."
Nothing is known of these men apart from this one reference.

References..W.A. Yachting and Motor Boat Annuals, 1902/13.

LINDON, Thomas, of Fremantle.

Born 1in 1837 he was a semi-literate, unmarried shipwright
when he wasg convicted at Liverpool,England in 1864, for
murder. He received a 1life sentence and was trangported to
the Swan River Colony per the "BELGRAVIA" on the 4/7/1866,
(No.8915) .

His ticket-of-leave was granted on the 30/12/1876 and his
conditional release on the 14/5/1883.

He was employed variously at Perth, Bunbury and Fremantle as
a boatman and caulker. he was employed by others and no boats
are attributed to him.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

...................

LYONS, John, of Guildford.

Nothing is known of this person except that he was the
registered builder of two vessels at Guildford in 1899.

There are two possibilities as to the location of his
building site. One is that it was in Daylesford Road at the
foot of Anstey Road and near Jeremiah Asquith’s site on the
west bank of the river but the one that the author favours is
on the east bank of the river approximately 100 vyards
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downstream from the Guildford Bridge. There is a photograph,
taken in 1905 showing this site, complete with slipway and a
roughly made covered work area.

The two vessels that he built were, firstly, "JUPITER",
©/No.117808, a two masted schooner of 13 tons. She was built
for the Broome pearling industry and was owned by Walter
Croft of Perth. Her last owner was Harry Tallboys, of Broome,
a pearler and the vessel foundered at sea off Broome and was
totally lost on the 19/11/1910 during a cyclone.

The other lugger was the "VENUS", 0O/No.117818, also two
masted of 13 tons and built for the same owner.

The last owner of thig vessel was Sydney John Pryor, also a
pearler from Broome and the fate of this vessel is similar to
that of the "JUPITER". On the night of 19/11/11910, D
Hatfield, Master, a cyclone struck the Broome area and the
vessel was lost with the loss of one life.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archivesg.
W.A. Almanac, 18989.

...................

LYONS, J. & W. of Fremantle.

The only intimation of these men’s activities comes in a
letter to the Collector of Customs, Fremantle, dated
31/7/191%, which reads :-
Dear Sir, I have to inform you that the information required
regarding the "GENEVIEVE" is as follows,
1, the yacht was built at Fremantle, (Beaconsfield}
2, the date of building was 1905/1906,
3, The name and address of the builders was,

Messr’s J & W Lyons, c¢/o South and Edmund Street,
Beaconsfield.
4, the designer was Mr Fred Cooper.

As there are no registration papers for the "GENEVIEVE" it is
assumed that she was a private yacht built in their garden.
There are no records showing any other craft that they may
have built.

References. .Custom’s Files, Australian Archives.
RBoat Buillders Certificate.

...................

MACELE, Thomas, of Broome,

This man is listed as a shipwright during 1918 working at
Broome. There is no biographical information on him nor is
there any record of him building any registered vessels, from
that it can be assumed that he worked for a large fleet owner
engaged in the repair and maintenance of the fleet.

Reference. .Western Australia Towns Directory, 1918.

...................

McCARTER, George, of Perth.
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NAPIER Marine Motors.
MORWICK'S Sails.
AYLING & SONS, Oars & Sculls.

2
BUILDER Tt0 THE

West Australian Government,
the Principal Rowing Clubs,
Publie Schools, ete.

2

Estimes given for
Complete Outfits
of every descrip-
tion of Craft.
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Sailing

Terms. Boats for Hire by
Speedy hour, day, or week.

Motor Launches for
Hire—
Ophir I., and Ophir II.
9
Competent Men in
Charge.
Terms Reasonable.

Delivery.

7

Motor Launch, E.J.A., fitted with 6 H.P.
Smalley Motor,



GEO. MCCARTER &
P. M. ANDERSON

DESIGNERS AND BUILDERS OF HIGH GRADE

Motor Launches, Yachts  Rowing Boats
Barrack Street Square (Nearest Esplanade), Perth.

TELEPHONE 308.

Irrxne, winner of Brooke Troply, t9d, ele., built at (his Establishmaent,.

SOLE AGENTS IN W.A FOR MORWICK’'S SAILS AND
AYLING & SONS OARS AND SCULLS.

Builders to the West Australian Government, the Princlpal Rowing
Clubs, ruablic Schoals, elc.

Estimates given for Complete Outfits of every
description of Craft.
TERMS REABONABLE. BPEEDY DELIVERY,

QAILING and ROWING BOATS for HIRE by HOUR, DAY, or
WEEK.

MOTOR LAUNCHES FOR HIRE—OPHIR I, OPHIR II., and
the NEW LAUNCH oPHIR 111,

COMPEIENT MEN IN CHARGE, TERMS MODERATE.




Royal opnii* Pleasure Boat Co.

BARRACK ST. JETTY, PERTH.
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Ophir I.
MOTOR LAUNCHES FOR HIRE—DAY OR EVENING.
Ophir 1. Licensed to carry as.
Ophir 11. % v 50.
A trip in one of these Launches is the cheapest and most en]oya.blo
way of spending a holiday.
A Large Assortment of Dainty Rowing Boats and Safe

Sailing Yachts for Hire.
TELEPHONE 808.

Photo by Greenham & Evans] LOTUS (late Mona). {Bunbury.
Designed and built by G. McCarter. Winner of Clyde Points Trophy, B.Y.C.
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</, \ tc Hire

Comfortable Sailing anu rowing Boats,

1$ AT THE

ROYAL OPHIR DOCKS
Foot of Barrack Street, Perth.

- The well-known plepsnre linneh Qprin (see illustration), the mnost reliable on the
river, m:ay he hired by day or week ab cheap rates, Licensed to carry 25 passengers.

ROYAL OPHIR PLEASURE BOATS.

Tel. BDS. No connection with any other business.
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Photo by W. A. Smythe] B.d. 4. [Parth.
Designed and buill hy G. MeCarter. Equipped with 6 h.p. Smalley engine,
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Once again little is known of this prolific boat builder. As
well as the beat building business the family also owned at
one time the tea rooms at Coffee Point in Applecross where
picknickers and travellers could assuage their thirst.
George’s boat shed was at the foot of Barrack street and was
known as the Royal Ophir Boat Shed. The name came from H.M.S.
Ophir which carried the Royal party to Western Australia. It
is believed that George had something to do with some repairs
that were carried out on H.M.S. Ophir, hence the name.

His business was growing by 1899 when he first appears in
directories and by 1902 his business was named the Royal
Ophir Pleasure Boat Company. This hiring of boats was
originally the mainstay, but as his talents as a builder
became more widely known, it became more of an adjunct.

By 1903 George’s foreman was Arthur Pritchard who left to
start up his own business in South Perth.

Ag to activity in this year, an article states, "early last
season, three 18 footers were launched from this shed. The
"MANDYLEE", the property of Messr’s Myers & Co participated
in races while the other two were used for cruising pursuits.
The Fisheries Department placed an order here for a 16ft boat
and during the last 4 or 5 months motor launches have
received much of his attention, no less than four having been
launched, while one is at present on the stocks."

1905 saw the beginning of "OPHIR 2", a 33 foot launch for
public use. Then "MAR GYNE", a 26 footer, "JOYCE", another 26
footer. The "E.J.A." was designed and built by Mr McCarter
and her dimensions were 28 x 6.6 feet. Her stern was of the
torpedo type and she had a light fixed awning. The power was
derived from a 6 H.P. single cylinder Smalley engine.

In 1506 George was busy turning out the "AKARANA", the
"LINNET", a 16 foot S & S boat for the use of the lighthouse
keeper on Jarman Isgland, off Cossack, an 18ft skiff, a 16
footer named "EVA" and two 14 footers.

Peter &Anderson, see earlier entry, became Gecrge’'s foreman
and together they turned out some fine vegsels.

To recap, following is a 1list of known vessels built in
various years :-

1903, pearling lugger, "DORIS GOOD", O0/No.118988; Motor
Launches, "OQPHIR", "SICAMOUS", "ISIS" and "NGALATA"; steam
launch "VENMCRE" ; vyachts, "“ATHOL", "GLADYS" and "SYBIL";
cruisers, "CORONA™, "THISBE", "SAYONARA™, "TYPHON" and
"MANDYLEE"™ .

1906, motor launches, "CLIO", TTHALIA", "CRAWLEY BELLE",
"YANDA", YOPHIR 2%, "MAR GYNE", "IRENE", "JOYCE", "SYLVIA",
and "E.J.A.".

1907, meotor launches, "VIKING", "PHOENIX", "ETTA" and yacht
"LOTUS™" .

1908, ferry "MAYFLOWER" .

Qthers were the yvachts, TAKARANA", "LINNET", "EVA",
"WIBERTA", "IDOTHEA" .

Of registered vessels built there was the "CLIO", "WAITANGI",
"CRAWLEY BELLE", "THALIA", "VENMORE™, "DORIS GOooD",

"BERRINGERRA" and "WUNGARA"

There would of course be many more than i1s listed here but
these are the ones that have been identified as being
definitely built by him.



Phote by P. C. Booty) PHOENIX., [Perth

Designed and built by G. M¢Carter., Equipped with 3 h.p. Rarine engine, Winner of race
held on January 23th (Inter-State Regattal)

Photo by F. H. Ving] ETTA. [Bunbury
Uesigned and built by G. McCarter. Equipped with 4 h.p. Union engine.




Photo by H. ¥ Aliller) Mayflower. [Cottesloe.
Designed and built by Messrs. McCarter & Anderson.

Photo by J. W. Dawson] NGALATA [Perth
“ King 7 design. Built by ;. McCarter, Equipped with 3 h.p. King engine.




Photo by H, ¥. Miller) Avis. [Cuttesloe.

Desigued by J. Easton.  Built by Messre. McCartuer & Anderson.
Kquipped with 5 h.p Fay & Bowen engine,
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Photo by H. F Miller) Mayflower. [Cuttesloe.
Designed and buile by Messrs, MeCarrer & Anderson.

Photo v H. F. ¥Miller] Viberta. [Colleslue,
Designed and huilt by Meases, MeCarter and Anderson,
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Another craft built by George and which deserves a place in
higtory i1s the "GLADYS", she was a 35ft motor launch built
for the River Ferry Co. She has the distinction of being the
first power driven ferry plying between Perth and Socuth Perth
and was fitted with a 5 H.P. Capitaine motor which worked
fine except that the pump used to choke up with sand. The
vessel was only the third motorised wvessel 1in Western
Australian waters. The firsgt was a 35 footer owned by the Lee
Steere family and the engine was a 5 H.P. Priestman. the
second in 1896 was the "ROSE" powered by a 5 H.P. Otto motor
and she wag owned by strelitz Bros of Fremantle.

Lastly we come to what should be his finest achievement. A
boat that he built was the first small boat to sail around
Cape Horn. She was patterned after the "SPRAY", Captain
Joshua Slocum’s vessel that was the first to circumnavigate
the world. The wvessel that McCarter built for Mr F B Blythe
wag originally named the "THE DISTANT SHORE" when she was
carrying out her trials on the coast. Her first trip was to
Bunbury and she sailed from there on the 3/5/1910 for
Melbourne arriving there in 26 days. After some weeks there
she sailed for Sydney, Auckland, Pitcairn, Easter Islands,
Cape Horn which she rounded on the 16/1/1911, Falkland
Iglands, St Helena, Ascension Islands and finally berthed in
New York on 23/6/19%11. The owner and skipper of the renamed
vessel wag Captain BRlythe, he renamed her Jjust Dbefore
departing calling her "PANDORAY". His wvoyage had covered more
than 22,000 miles and had taken 13 months and 20 days. The
vegsel disappears completely from this point and nobody has
ever been able to trace her.

George retired through ill-health around 191% and passed away
during 1937.

References. .Regigter of British Ships, Australian Archives.
P.W.D. plang of the Royal Ophir Boat Shed, plan
No. 9940, Battye Library.
W.A. Almanac, 1889,
W.A. Yachting and Motor Boat Annuals, 1902/13.
Swan and Canning River Wrecks, C. Scrimshaw.
Boat Builders Certificates.
Advertisements and photographs.
In the wake of the Spray, XKenneth Slack.

McDONALD, A, of Perth.

There is only one reference to this persons activities and
nothing is known biographically. Probably employed by one of
the shipyards.

References. .W.A. Almanac, 1899.

...................

McEENZIE, John, of Champion Bay.
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Once again there is only the one reference and it is likely
that he was an employee shipwright.

Referenceg. .Dictionary of West Australiang, Erikson.

...................

McKERNON, C, of Bunbury.

Mr McKernon, a shipwright, had his premises on Stirling
Street, Bunbury in 1918 where it is assumed he built dinghies
and fishing craft as there are no registered vessels to his
credit.

Reference. .Wise’s Post Qffice Directory, 1918.
Yachting and Motor boat wmagazines, 1902 - 1913.

...................

McKIE, Thomas, of Broome.

Thomas was a resident shipwright at Broome from at least 1906
until 1921. He is not recorded as having built any registered
vessels and so was probably employed by the fleet owners to
maintain their vessels in the layup periods.

References. .Pogt Office Directory, 1507.
Wise’'s Post Office Directory, 1914 - 1921.

McLEARY, Joseph, of Fremantle.

Nothing is known of this person. In 1883 he lived at Lot 445
Nairn Street in a three roomed cottage and by 1887 he had
moved to a two roomed cottage at Lot 565 Point Lane, also in
Fremantle.

He was probably employed by the established shipyards

References. .Fremantle City Council, rate books.

MASON, Benjamin, of Cannington.

He was born in England on the 24/10/1828 and arrived with his
parents on the 6/5/1830 per the "BRITTANIA“. He married at
Perth a Migs Eliza Hamblin and they were to have eleven
children. His wife was a teacher at the Perth Girl’s School.
After finishing his schooling Benjamin was apprenticed as a
carpenter and on the death of his father he inherited land
and set himself wup as a dealer. Later he went into
partnership with Mr Bird and they set up a timber station in
the hills with a tramway running down to the mill at
Cannington. He employed many ticket-of-leave men.

To transport his timber to Fremantle he used barges and in
1885 he is recorded as having built the two masted ketch,
"DERBY", O/No.753220 of 45.67 tonsg. Her dimensions were, 77.25
X 19 x 6 feet and was built on the Canning River, supposedly
near to where Leach Highway crosses the river.
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This wvessel after having a number of owners over the years
was lost on Cossack Beach during a storm in 1894.

References. .Dictionary of west Australians, Erikson.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Inquirer, 11/4/1869.

...................

MASSEY, W. of Fremantle.

There were a number of boat builders in Fremantle in the
early 1900’s who, during the boom in building schooners for
the pearling industry, seem to have just come and gone. W.
Magsey 1s one of those of whom we know nething except that he
built one schooner, the "PHYLLIS", O/No0.118572, built during
1903 of 12.67 tons.

Her dimensiong were 36 x 12 x 5 feet and ghe was built for
Frank Biddles of Broome, pearler.

In 1908, the vessel, R. Bardwell, Master was wrecked off
Broome in a cyclone on the 27th of April with the loss of
three lives.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

MATHER, C. of Fremantle.

As above, another one-off builder. He is registered as having
built the pearling schooner "ALBATROSS", O/No.114467, of 14
tons and her dimensions were 41 x 12.2 x 5 feet. She was
built in 1902 for William Munro, a pearler of Broome and
after passing through wvarious owners was broken up at Peoint
Pearce during March 1529,

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian archives.

MEWS FAMILY, of Perth & Fremantle.

The Mews family has the distinction of having the longest
association with boat building in Western Australia’s history
carrying on for five successive generations. The family only
built a few large ocean going craft and this was in the
period around 1860 to 1870. From the time that they
established themselves at Fremantle they seem to have made a
conscious decision to confine themselves to building river
craft, barges, fishing boats and yachts. Another feature of
their industriousness was the fact that all through their 130
vears of boat building they confined themselves to wooden
built crafc.

The patriarch of this dynasty was Thomas William Mews who
arrived at Fremantle on the "ROCKINGHAM" on the 20/5/1830
with his wife Mary Elizabeth, (nee Bogg). He was born in 1775



Thomas William Mews, the second,
23/10/1816 - 2/5/1906.



Thomas William Mews, senior, 1795 - 187C.
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and so was 55 years of age when the family, which included
their five children were wrecked at Rockingham. For more
information on the wreck of the "ROCKINGHAM" see "Unfinished
Voyages" Volume 1 by G Henderson, U W A Press.

Suffering the same trials and tribulations of that voyage was
Samuel Cox, already mentioned. It is not known whether Mewsg
and Cox formed their friendship and partnership before or
during the voyage out from England but within a year of their
arrival at Fremantle they were in partnership in a boat
building enterprise in Perth.

This boat yard was located on Lot L.34 on what is know known
as Mounts Bay Road.

After arriving in the Colony two more children were born to
the couple. Their three sons, Thomas William, John Charles
and James Robert were also involved in the business as
builders and owners of vessels.

With three successive Thomas Williams, all boat builders, it
becomes difficult to identify which of them built what and
where, but it is certain that Thomas William, Senior employed
his son Thomas William at Perth at least until 1862. The son,
T W Junior then moved to Fremantle where he established his
business in a stone two storied building at the seaward end
of the Whaler’s Tunnel under the Roundhouse. His son, also
Thomas William worked for his father at the Fremantle yard
before setting up in his own business on Fitzgerald Terrace,
now the Esplanade. The other sons, John and James remained in
Perth. The complications that arise from this is that we have
a T W senior and junior at Perth and then after the wmove to
Fremantle we again have a T W senior and junior, the Perth
junior becoming the Fremantle senior.

As most of the early history of the Mews and Cox partnership
has already been documented in the entry for Samuel Cox the
first part of this history will be fairly brief.

The first contract the partnership carried out was the
erection of a fence around the Fremantle Gaol, the Round
house and the firgt instance of their boat building comes in
a ¢ § R document where the partners are in dispute with a Mr
Weavell over the Preston Point Ferry.

The next indication of their enterprise was the building of
the Ferry for Fremantle, which the Perth Gazette described
thus, "the large substantial Ferry Boat, built by Messr’s
Mews and Cox for the Ferry at Fremantle is now finished, and
we believe has been sent down, to be brought into immediate
use., The tender for building this boat wag taken at 75
pounds, but some other work has been required which will
render the cost about 100 pounds. The workmanship, we are
told, is highly creditable to the contractors. We understand
that all the necessary gear will be supplied of the best
materials to give the new site to which the Ferry is removed
a fair trial during the winter. If it succeeds Jetties will
be constructed on both gides of the river to render the
ingress and egress as safe and commodious as possible".

On the 27/7/1834 T W Mews wrote to the Colonial Secretary
saying, "having the Lake Thompson granted me, the purchase
money of which by agreement, was to be liguidated by the
performance of certain labour done, not then specified, T beg
to lay before His Honour the Lieut. Governor the necessity of
clearing the different parts of trees and stumps which
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obstruct the passage for the navigation of boats from the
upper parts of Guildford to the extent of the upper Swan or
Mr Bull’s residence. Should the suggestion meet with the
Lieut. Governor’s approbation I should be willing to engage,
for the purchase money of Lake Thompson, to make a channel
navigable for boats, the draft of water not exceeding two
feetc.®
Lake Thompson, or Mew'’s Swamp lay between Beaufort and Lake
Streets and ran North from Ellen Street.
This was another instance of Mews and Cox carrying out Public
Works as they also built bridges and jetties. Three of the
bridges that they built were the first Causeway bridge and
the bridges over the Abba and Sabina rivers near Busselton.
In 1834 they were also engaged in supplying stone for
building a residence for the Governor for which they were
paid 53 pounds and 10 shillings.
On the 23/9/1835, for the sum of 6 pounds Mews and Cox were
given the contract to repair the dinghy used at Fremantle in
conjunction with the Ferry. The job entailed replacing 26
feet of upper strake, 4 rowing cleats, 8 thowls, 12 feet of
new gunwhales, 4 knees to thwarts, 2 stem knees, 1 shifting
thwart, tarring under bottom boards and caulking and painting
throughout.
In 1837 it 1is recorded that T W Mews was the owner of a
number of blocks of land in Perth, Fremantle and Guildford.
These were, 1in Fremantle, Lot 452 in Collie Street, in
Guildford, Lots 101 and 103 and in Perth Lots 30 and 34
fronting onto what is now Mounts Bay Road, west of Spring
Street and Lot 53 between Mount Street and Malcolm Street.
Thomas William, junior had by 1839 completed his
apprenticeship with his father and wished to branch out on
his own. On the 6/4/1839 an advertisement was placed in the
Perth Gazette saying, "Boat Building, Thomas Mews, Junior,
having taken the house belonging to Mr Charles Brown, next to
Mr Trigg’s near the waterside, begs to inform the public that
he has commenced in the above line, and trusts that by strict
attention to detail, he will merit a share of their support.
Boats built and repaired. N.B. Boats to let."
then on the 13/6/1840 in another ad he says,
"Removal, Thomas Mewsg, boat bullder, begs leave to inform the
public that he has removed from the premises recently
occupied by him, to his residence next to the Albion Brewery,
and that he has now for sale the following boats :-

1 copper fastened flat.

1 iron fastened flat.

1 whaleboat.

1 sailing boat.
signed, Thomas Mews, Junior,
On the 4/3/1837 the partnership won a contract to carry out
gome repalr work on the Ferry at Point Belches and then on
the 1/5/1837 Mews and Cox tendered to carry out the repairs
to the Government Schooner "CHAMPION".
Mews and Cox were instrumental in providing the whaling
companies with some of their whale boats and oars and also
repaired them and in mid June 1837 after an accident to the
boats in Cockburn Sound they were asked to reconstruct them.
The first advertisement to appear in the local papers
concerning boat building was printed on the 8/9/1841 when,
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Boat=Building.
THE undersigned begs to inform the
Public that he has resumed the above
business, in all its branches, and hopes to
obtain the same degree of patronage with

~which he was formerly favoured.
Large and small Boats built and repaired
at the shortest notice and on the most

reasonable terms.

T. MEWS, SEn.
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"Thomas Mews and Samuel Cox, shipwrights and boat builders,
return thanks to the public for the encouragement they have
met with, and beg to give notice that their business is still
carried on at such prices as will give satisfaction. Large
boats built by the ton, small boats by the foot."

In April 1857 Mr Mews was called as a witness to the trial of
Samuel Brakes, see his entry for details.

On December the 28th 1857 T W Mews senior wrote to the
Colonial Secretary, "Sir, I have received an order to build a
large cargo boat and have no premises of my own suitable, I
have to request that I may be allowed the use of that portion
of the waterside frontage opposite the Government school for
boys, for that purpose."

This request set up a whole series of correspondence between
Government Departments lasting until January 15th 1858 to
determine who actually owned or controlled the land in
question. The outcome was that permission was granted but
rent was to be paid to the local Government as can be seen
from the following, "Perth, 18/1/1858, Sir, Mr Sewell, having
accompanied wme to inspect the piece of ground I am desirous
of using as a yard for building boats and propoges to me that
I should pay rent for the same at the rate of 2 pounds per
annum, giving up possession at any time 1 may be required to
do so by the Government, also to make good any damage I may
do to the property to the satisfaction of the Clerk of Works.
I beg leave to say that I shall be glad to be allowed the use
of the ground on such termg and hereby bind myself to perform
the conditions if I am permitted the use of the same."

The piece of ground referred to later became the site where
William Lawrence established his boat building enterprise.

Not long after this Thomas senior went into semi-retirement
to his property north of Perth and his son then took over the
bugsiness. This son, also Thomas William, had finished his
apprenticeship with his father and was preparing to move to
Fremantle. At this point in the story things become a little
confusing as we have a senior and two juniors and it becomes
difficult to determine which of the two juniors are writing
the letters. I might add that when father and son were living
at Fremantle we have a senior in Perth and a senior and
junior in Fremantle, even more confusing.

The first letter of T W junior we have 1s one that was
written in July 1857 in which he states, "I hereby certify
that the o©ld pilot boat I examined on the 22nd inst at
Fremantle 1is so far gone that I would recommend her being
condemned, Thos Mews, Jun. and then again in another letter
this time written by the Harbour Master, Mr James Harding, he
says, "Sir, I have the honour to report that I have received
from Mr Thomas Mews, junior, the boat for my department for
which he contracted and that she is finished according to
contract."

On the 25th of March 1859, T W Mews, junior wrote to the
Colonial Secretary, "S8ir, being desgsirous of leasing that
piece of land projecting to the right of my boat shed into
the river from the Government for the purpose of hauling up
boats for repairs it being a suitable place for my business
and out of the way of that part of the rocad. I also desire
permission from the Government to run out a temporary jetty
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for the use of small pleasure boats moored in front of nmy
premises."

In reply the Surveyor General stated on the 25/3/1859, "I see
no objection to the land described by Thomas Mews Jjunior
being let or leased to him from year to year, as it was 1in
1832 and 1833 to hig father. The following description would
be sufficient for enabling the Crown Solicitor to prepare a
short lease. One rood more or less of land in the townsite of
Perth in the Colony, etc. etc. Bounded on the north by Mounts
Bay Road, on the south by the shore of Perth Water and on the
east and west by a prolongation of the east and west
boundaries of Perth building lot L.34. I see no objection to
the erection of the jetty and include it in the lease."

T W Mews genior still took up the occasional Government works
contracts such as repairing jetties and building bridges. In
March 1860 he was engaged in repairing the Perth jetty at the
foot of William Street and was complaining that with the
amount of traffic passing on the jetty he was having great
difficulty in getting the work done. On the 8/3/1860 he
tendered to build the Abba and Sabina river bridges near
Busselton for 770 pounds. At this stage of his life he was 85
years old.

Thomas William Mews was also involved in the construction of
Western Australia‘s first steam vessel, along with Solomon
Cook, and was later instrumental in the fitting out of others
that Cook built. ( for the story of this see Cook’s entry.)

In the Perth Gazette of the 2/9/1859, T W Mews, Jjunior,
placed an advertisement for the sale of boats, viz,

"For Sale, 2 pleasure boats, 16 feet long, copper fastened,
for one pair of oars or sails.
A whaleboat, 16 feet long, suitable for any of the coasting
vessels and a full size lifeboat complete,

T W Mews, Bazaar Terrace, Mount Eliza, Perth.

Again in the Perth Gazette, 9/11/1860 there was an
advertisement placed announcing the leaving of Perth for
Fremantle and stating that his successor to the Perth
business would be his ex-apprentice, Charles Watsomn.

He either didn’t leave at this time or he was alternating
between the two sites as the local paper ran a story saying
that a new boat had been launched in Perth by T W Mews, jun,
for the pupils at Bishop Hale’'s school on the 25/10/1861. The
boat was designed for racing on Perth Water.

In March 1862 the Harbour Master’s Department at Fremantle
required a new five oared boat and issued a specification
sheet and then invited tenders. Following are the particulars
The boat to be clencher built, length 2% feet, breadth é ft,
from outside to outside of gunwhales, depth amidships from
bung to gunwhales 2 ft 2 inches.

Keel, stem, sternpost and gunwhales to be mahogany, sternpost
to be straight, stem to rake as other boats, with fore gripes
as usual.

Keel to be 3 inches in depth, clear of garboard strake with a
false keel in one length and 3 inches deep.

Planking, thwarts, rising and lining to be pine. Outside
planking to be clear of knots and rents and not wider than 4
inches clear of overlap.

The boat to be moulded according to the one now in use by the
Harbour Master. Thwarts and other fittings to be placed in
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the same manner and to pull a sixth oar when necessary. Mast
thwarts to be dovetailed into rising and double knees.
Timber and floors, with strong crutch, floors under
headsheets as per the present boat. Rudder, tiller, 6 iron
crutches with shoulders for lanyards and backboard with tack
and sheet hooks to be provided and fitted into gunwhales with
iron plates.
The rising to be carried from end to end of the boat and
united by breasthooks fore and aft.
The boat to be copper fastened throughout and covered with
two coats of lead coloured paint.
Loggerheads and sheet chocks to be fitted to gunwhales with
outside lining strake as in the present boat. The boat to be
delivered to the Harbour Master at Fremantle, properly
finished and fit for immediate use.

signed, James Harding, Harbour Master.
The contract was won by T W Mews, jun, for the sum of 35
pounds.
Also in 1862 he was employed to repair the Government barges.
Although his son was definitely at Fremantle by this time it
seems that T W Mews jun, came back to Perth and his old yard
on Lot L.34 as can be seen from the feollowing :-
By February 1863 the Government was well into road
construction using the convict population as their work
force. One of the main projects was the raising, forming and
blocking of Mounts Bay Road which though a boon to the
travellers didn’t do much for Mews business as he built,
hauled up and launched boatg from the north side of the new
road. Consequently he wrote to the Colonial Secretary
explaining the situation, stating that he was obliged to hire
a large gang to haul his beoats up and over the roadway and
requesting that the Government, as part of the road scheme
build a slipway 40 feet wide with stone facings leading up
from the low water mark to the top of the roadway. the
Government response was that since the stone was coming from
Mews property and that a landing was required in the vicinity
of the boatshed to offload the barges it would be a good idea
to build the slipway for Mr Mews.
On the 19/10/1863 Mr Mews was called on by the Harbour Master
to inspect the boats belonging to his department, which were
a buoy boat, 4 pulling boats and a dinghy.
By the middle of 1864 there was a slump in boat building and
Mews wrote to the Colonial Secretary asking for a job in the
Government Service as he was almost destitute and had no work
for his employees.
Fortunately for the family he won a contract to build a two
ton boat complete with cars, mast, sails, etc. and a surfboat
in December 1864 for the Harbour Master’s Department. The
specifications for the two ton boat state that she was to be
a four cared, square sterned, clencher built pinnace to carry
sprit mainsail and foresail. The 11 foot dinghy was to carry
a sprit mainsail. The tenders were issued on the 8/12/1864
along with the specifications and on the 13th it was
announced that Mews had won the contract.
Nine days later, on the 22/12/1864, James Harding, Harbour
Master wrote to the Colonial Secretary stating that he had
had both vessels delivered and that he was well pleased with
tham 111
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Although Mews boatshed was on Lot L.34 his dwelling was on
Lot L.33. Other members of this family owned lots in variocus
parts of Perth, such as John Charles, who owned Lots 111 &
112 in Charles Street and Lots V.110, Y.55, Y.5&, Y.57 and
Y.58 in Francis and Lamb streets.

James Robert owned Lots Y.64, N.28, Y.65 and N.29 which were
in Beaufort Street.

On the 12/10/1867 Thomas junior wrote to the Government
regarding a boat he was building for the Harbour Master’s
Department. He was unable to purchase oak timbers anywhere in
the colony and requested that he be allowed to use instead a
local timber known as stinkwood. The second page of this
letter 1is a Jjumble of writings from various Government
officials debating the merits of wvarious local timbers and
they finally settled on Tuart as a substitute.

During construction of this boat Thomas was laid low with a
bout of influenza and he requested that he be given an
extension of two weeks on his contract. The Harbour Master,
Mr Butcher, was instructed to call on Mr Mews and check his
condition. He did so on the 18th of November and ascertained
that he was indeed running a fever. Thomas went back to work
and finished the craft except for a couple of sheets of
copper sheathing which he later procured from the convict
department.

During March 1868 the Bunbury Harbour Master wrote to the
Colonial secretary requesting a replacement boat for the one
that he was using as it was o©ld and wornm out. In reply the
Fremantle Harbour Master agreed to swap one of his which Mews
had repaired the previous winter. It was a light fast rowing
boat that had previously been used at the Rottnest Pilot
Station. The boats were duly exchanged and the one from
Bunbury on arrival at Fremantle was found to be so badly worn
as to reguire immediate repairs and Mews was recommended to
carry these out in December 1868.

In 1870 Mr Croke became the Harbour Master and in a letter he
wrote to the Government states, "I have the honour to inform
you that Mr Mews of Fremantle has built a whaleboat of Sydney
cedar and copper fastened throughout on the principle and
mould of the whaleboats on this coast used by Mr Bateman and
others. I have constantly supervised the building of her,
also I have Mr Bateman’s opinion on the build of the boat and
we are both of opinion that at the price, wviz, 50 pounds, she
is a cheap boat.

Under the above circumstances and from not having a pulling
boat that will float I would beg to recommend that the
Governor will grant permission for her purchase. This was
granted on the 7/3/1870.

A vyear later, in February 1871, Mr Croke wrote that the
sailing boat, built by Mr T W Mews junior, has been so
imperfectly put together in the garboard strakes that they
will be required to be taken out and the timbers renewed. The
0ld ones being made out of o0ld deal packing cases. I would
beg to recommend that she be overhauled by Mr Mews senior,
also that she be decked over. She would then be a suitable
boat for carrying stores to and from Rottnest.

This was the boat that Thomas built in 1867 in which he was
unable to procure ocak and it would appear he substituted deal
for Tuart. In a heavy sea, returning from Rottnest with
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produce, the boat burst asunder due to the weakness of the
deal .

George Forsyth became Harbour Master in 1873 and on 19/1/1874
he wrote, "I have the honour to inform you that I have
inspected the boat built by Mr Mews,senior, and find her to
be a stout serviceable boat. Composed of Jarrah frame and
planking below the waterline and cedar topsides, copper
fastened throughout, she is quite new and fitted with a mast,
iron bowsprit, gaff, boom and new mainsail and jib of
superior quality.

Mr Mews, senior, also offers to build the smaller boat as per
specification, with the exception of iron work instead of
brass, for the sum of 32 pounds which with the price asked
for the larger one, 43 pounds would make for the two boats a
total of 75 pounds."

These two boats, according to the tender " documents, were
destined for the police service at Shark’s Bay.

Mr Forsyth sent in a request on 17/12/1874 to have the
lifeboat on the river jetty at Fremantle repaired as, in its
present state, it was guite unseaworthy.

Mr Mews, senior, offered to make a thorough repair of her for
16 pounds as compared to 30 pounds to build a new boat and
the offer was the lowest he could obtain in Fremantle.

The 24/7/1875 saw a memo to the Colonial Secretary from Mr
Forsyth saying, "no tenders were invited as it has not been
usual to do so for these small Jjobs which are wusually
required in a hurry, Mr Mewsg has always done this sort of
work and 1is very obliging if called upon to repair any
accident."

Thomas, in 1875 built the two masted topsail schooner
"MYRA", O/No.72475, of 31.74 tons. Her dimensions were 64 x
17 x 7.35 feet and she was built for Mr Bateman a Merchant of
Fremantle. The vessel was in the coastal trade for many years
and was finally wrecked whilst on a voyage from Ralla Balla
to Cossack on the 23/1/1895,

On the 21/9/1875 T W Mews and the Fremantle Municipal Council
reached agreement on some roadworks being carried out in
front of hig premises on Fitzgerald Terrace, (now Marine
T’ce), This is the third T W Mews.

The agreement reads in part,

Thomag William Mews, of Fremantle, Shipbuilder, on the one
part and the Municipal Council of Fremantle the other part.
Wheras the said Municipal Council are building a stockade
along the South Beach of Fremantle for the purpose of forming
a street and wheras the piles of the said stockade are being
driven at a height of six feet or thereabouts and wheras the
said Thomas William Mews is possessed of a shipbuilding yard
fronting a portion of the said stockade, being town Lot 160
and has requested the said Municipal Council to lower the
height of the said piles for a space of thirty feet fronting
the said shipbuilding yard for the purposes of facilitating
the launching of any vessgel or vessels which may at any time
or times hereafter be built in the said yard, which the said
Municipal Council have agreed to do under the conditions
herinafter mentioned."

The last piece in the C § R files is dated 21/3/1877 and is a
tender from T W Mews, senior, which states, "in accordance
with specifications I agree to perform the necessary repairs
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to the pileot boat. The boat to be delivered and received at
my workshop. Receiving for such services, 35 pounds. T Mews."
It is strange that for all the years this family was inveolved
in boat building very few of their wvessels were ever
registered.

In January 1878 Robert Wrightson launched a schooner named
"ARIEL" and after she was fitted out she was chartered by
Thomas William Mews, Junior to carry a cargo of "knees" and
other boat building timbers to Adelaide, South Australia. T W
accompanied the vessel to conduct the sale on his own behalf
and returned toc Fremantle in March 1878, whereupon he placed
an advertisement in the Inquirer which states in part,
"tenders his sincere thanks to the inhabitants of Fremantle
and the public generally for the liberal support accorded to
him since his return to the colony from South Australia.
Attention will in future be given chiefly to yachts, gigs,
cances, ship’s boats, dinghies and all small craft, although
special arrangements can be made for vessels of any size or
tonnage. Orders from Perth, Geraldton, North-West Coast and
the Southern Ports shall be attended to with despatch"
Because in the periocd from 1856 through to about 1890 the
builder’s name was not required on the registration
certificate it is difficult to discover who built the boats
during these times, however, some that have been identified
as having been built by the Mew’s family are :-

"PILOT", O/No.36537, she was a cutter of 7.55 tons and was
built in 1858. Next was "SISTERS", O0O/Nc.36538, a dandy of
8.67 tons, she was broken up at Cossack during 1875.

Then came "FITZGERALD", O/No.36543, also known as "LADY
FITZGERALD", she was a 2 masted schocner of 23.7 tons and was
wrecked on Fish Rock 1in the Port of Fremantle on the
15/7/1862 when returning from Garden Island. "MEDORAY, O/No.
36552 was next, she was launched in October 1864 as a cutter
of 18.2 tons. Next was "ALERT", O/No.52239, also a cutter, of
19.04 tons. She was wrecked on the Murray Bar on the
28/7/1875.

Another was the "EDWARD JAMES", 0/No.52240, a cutter of 14.7
tons launched in 1867 and ending her days in the pearling
industry at Cossack. Next to be identified after a gap of 9
years 1s the "STAR", 0O/No.72482, She was a two masted
schooner of 69.75 tons and launched from the building site at
Arthur‘s Head in Fremantle on the 8/3/1876. She was wrecked
on Sister’s Reef on the 20/10/1880.

Then came "“ALPHA", 0/No.75300, a two masted schooner of 11.9
tons. This and the next vessel were built by John Charles
Mews wheras the others were built by Thomas William Mews, sen
and jun.

T.W. Mews, Senior, placed an advertisement in The Morning
Herald on the 18/11/1882 giving his address as Henry Street,
Fremantle, next door to the Cleopatra Hotel. His workshop was
at the same location and on site he had one 20 foot boat
suitable for pearling and was building cances and 1light
pulling craft for regattas.

2bout this time his son T.W.Mews, Junior received a setback
and was declared bankrupt. However, he was deoing his best to
become viable once more.
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"COMET", 0O/No.75318, a two masted schooner of 28.17 tons was
launched in January 1884 and was wrecked on the 13/9/1893
whilst on passage to Bunbury with the loss of all hands.
The last of these early vessels to be positively identified
wag the "DOVE", 0O/N0.95365, a two masted lugger of 15.47 tons
and launched in December 1888. After a long career in the
pearling industry she was taken over by the Royal Australian
Navy in March 1942, and was later, in 1946, bought by the
Australian Government .
No doubt further research will, in the future, identify more
vessels that this family have built, but to date this is a
fair representation.
As most of the boats they built were designed for river work,
fishing and pleasure they were unregistered as such although
some are on yacht club registers, for example, T W Mews built
and raced a yacht named "WAVE" in the 1872 Fremantle regatta
finishing second.
James Robert Mews was also a boat builder in the 1860‘'s and
70’s and in 1872 was contracted by the Government to build a
boat for 34 pounds.
To recapitulate on the family,
Mews, Thomas William, born 1775, died 1/1/1870, arrived per
"ROCKINGHAM", 20/5/1830. Boatbuilder and owner.
Mews, Thomas William, born 23/10/1816, died 2/5/1906 arrived
per "ROCKINGHAM" 20/5/1830, Boatbuilder.
Mews, John Charles, born 28/5/1823, died 11/1/1905, arrived
per "ROCKINGHAM", 20/5/1830, Boatbuilder and owner.
Mews, James Robert, born 11/12/1833, died 5/11/1%18.
Boatbuilder and owner.
Mews, Thomas William, born 23/11/1842, died 20/6/1926.
Boatbuilder.
Mews, James John, born 9/10/1853, died 4/11/1930
Boatbuilder
Mews, John Charles, born 2/11/1859, died 13/9/1945.
Shipsmith at Albany.
Mews, Robert, born 2/5/1860, died 10/10/1941.

References..W A Almanacs, 1864 to 1871,
R WA H §, BEarly Days Journal, part 3 Ppé9.
Battye Library photo collection.
Inquirer, 21/1/1852, 5/1/1870, 8/9/1841,

21/4/1841.

Perth Gazette, 6/4/1839, 13/6/1840.
Unfinished Voyages, Vol 1 Henderson. U W A Press.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Government Gazettes.
Register of British Ships, Rustralian Archives.
Daily News, 2/11/1978.
Herald Almanacs, to 1889.
hgreement between Mews and Fremantle Council,
Fremantle City Council Library.
Fremantle City Council rate books.
Colonial Secretary’s Records, Vols, 33/34, 37/50,
38/157, 42/155, 42/157, 51/20, 337/128&, 340/12,
372/261, 382/81, 382/117, 393/31, 417/100, 443/93
465/77, 497/166, 514/109, 521/107, 534/274,540/80
540/95, 567/202, 559/87, 559/90, 577/94, 577/114,
589/309, 589/338, 589/344, 593/309, 614/139,
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614/231, 617/15, 617/16, 617/109, 637/256,
661/181, 689/7, 769/123, 769/124, 769/128,
769/130, 770/57, 770/58, 770/143, 800/129,
865/123

The Colony of Western Australia, Nathaniel Ogle,
London, 1837.

...................

MILLER, Henry 0of Broome.

The only thing we know of this man is that according to the
registration certificate of the two masted schooner "TRIXON",
0/No.131605 he is the registered builder.

The vessel was built during 1904 but was not registered until
1911. She was of 13.73 tons and her dimensions were 37.& x
12.6 x 5.53 feet. She remained a sailing vessel until 1942
when she was altered by having an engine fitted. When first
registered it was in the name of his wife Eliza.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

MILLERS KARRI & JARRAH Co. of Rockingham.

This Company built 4 vesgels at Rockingham and Hamelin Bay to
transport their timber products. They were the "JARRAHDALE",
"ROCKINGHAM", "ROQUZELLE" and "COORIE".

The first of these was the YCOORIE", O/No.131635, a two
masted ketch of 82 tons built at Rockingham during 1897. Her
dimensions were 97 x 20 x 8.2 feet. Nothing is known of her
fate.

Next came "ROUZELLE", O/No.124993, a two masted auxiliary
ketch of 24.5 tons. She was built at Hamelin Bay during 1900,
(possibly Charles Watson was the shipwright). She was powered
by a Stirling gasolene engine of 24 H.P. giving her a speed
of 5 knots. Her dimensions were 56 x 17 x 6.6 feet. She was
built for the Tomlinson Brothers, engineers of Perth. After
many changeg of ownership she ended up as a lighter working
out of Onslow and Cossack.

The "JARRAHDALE", O/N0.120039 and the "ROCKINGHAM", O/No.
120040 were virtually identical and were built at Rockingham
during 1903. Respectfully their tonnages were 172 and 166 and
the dimensiong were almost the game, viz 138 x 27 x 8.25
feet. They were both built as barges to be towed and after
Millers sold them they passed to the Swan River Shipping Co.
for trading on the river. Both had their registrations
cancelled in 1948 when they were towed to sea and scuttled.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Accident and incident reports, Maritime Museum
report No. 51.

MISLOIN, C. of Broome.

Nothing is known of this person except that he built a two
masted schooner named the "CLEOPATRA" at Broome during 1904.
her official number was 119039 and was of 13.2 tons. Her
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dimensions were 36.6 x 13.8 x 5 feet and she was built for
John Travers and Anton Ulbrich, pearlers of Broome. She was
wrecked on the Lacepede Islands in a c¢yclone on the
27/3/1935. See also Charles Nielson in regard to this
vessel . .

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

MOLLQY, Captain John, of Busselton.

He was born on the 5/9/1780 in England and as a lad joined
the army, fighting with the 95th Rifle Brigade in the
Napoleonic wars. He married Georgiana Kennedy and shortly
after they sailed for the Swan River Colony aboard the
"WARRIOR" which arrived at Fremantle on the 12/3/1830. With
most of the available land about Perth taken up by the
previocus arrivals Captain Molloy agreed to go to Augusta as
the Government Resident and establish the South West area.

In the event this was to prove unsuitable for a number of
reasons and so they moved to the site of Busselton and
established the township.

On the 5/8/1844 the American whaler "HALCYON" was driven on
shore near Toby’s Inlet west of Busselton and became a total
loss. An auction was held and Captain Molloy, (army title)
bought the hull for 60 pounds. The masts and rigging were
scld to Mr Morris who used them in the vessel he was building
at Mandurah. See Morris entry.

In a partnership with Alfred Bussell they decided to pull the
hull apart and ©build a schooner and name her the
Y"CONSERVATIVE". The idea was to transport their own produce
from Busselton and do away with the middlemen as had James
Turner with his "ALPHA".

The idea was sound but unfortunately they were beset with
problems with distance and labour and in the end Alfred sold
his shares back to Molloy who then attempted to complete the
construction on his own behalf. With the vessel almost
complete and ready for launching a very strong gale lashed
the area. The wind and rain washed the sand from under the
props and the ship crashed onto her side.

With this final calamity Molloy gave up the struggle and the
vessel was again dismantled. This time the main timbers were
used in the construction of his two storied house at
Busselton called Fairlawn where they can still be seen today.
Another story has it that the vessel was imported in frame to
be built at Busselton but I can find nec wverification to
support this lccal story.

References. .Fanny Bussell's letters, 20/1/1845.
Inquirer, 4/8/1847, 29/3/1845, 5/7/1848.
Perth Gazette, 22/7/1848.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Talk by Mrs King to the R W A H S, undated.
Portrait with a background, Lady Hasluck.
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MOON, CHOW, of Fremantle.

Chow Moon was a boat builder born in China and he arrived in
the Colony with Captain McDermott in the brig "EMILY TAYLORY
on the 12/10/1829 from India.

He married Mary Thorpe at Fremantle in December 1847 and was
listed as a carpenter. In the 1837 census he is referred to
as a boat builder and it would appear that he alternated
between building boats and houses.

On the 18/1/1850 Mr Moon tendered to repair the pilot boat
for the Harbour Master, Daniel Scott.

In a letter from Mr BRutcher, Harbour Master, on the 10/9/1867
to the Colonial Secretary, he states,

"Sir, I have the honour to enclose a specification for timber
required to build a boat in compliance with your letter of
the 4th inst. Except stem, sternpost and knees which can be
made of cclonial timber, stem and stern posts to be of
mahogany and knees to be of white gum.

In reference to the whalebcat, I cannct obtain one 1in
Fremantle but can get one built of Sydney Cedar. I have
examined one belonging to Mr Bateman built by a chinaman
named Moon. This boat is only a five ocared boat, has been in
the whale fishery at the north this season and is highly
approved of by the owners and preferable to his American
boats. Mr Bateman, whc has had many years experience in
whaleboats highly recommends five oared instead of six. He
has offered to supply the materials for planking and to lend
all the moulds regquired which he has laid by."

Chow Moon died on the 13/6/1877 at Fremantle when he was run
over by a mail wvan driven by a Mr George Parker. Being of old
age and nearly deaf Mr Moon was slowly making his way across
the street when the mail cart came hurtling arcund the corner
and ran over him, killing him instantly. As a direct result
of this accident laws were enacted in Fremantle reducing the
gspeed of vehicles in the town and during the night, lights on
the vehicles became compulsory.

References..1837 Census.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Colonial Secretary’s Records, Vol 202/192,
593/235.,
Western Australian Times, 15/6/1877.

...................

MOONEY, W. of Fremantle.

Another man of whom we know ncthing except that which appears
on the registration certificate of the two masted schooner
"ROSEF".

According to the certificate he built this vessel in 1903 at
Fremantle. Her official number was 117795 and she was of
12.24 tons with dimensions of 37.4 x 12.5 x 3 feet.

She was built for Frank Biddles, a pearler from Broome and
after many changes of ownership eventually served in the
Royal Australian Navy during the second world war, being
purchased by them in 1946.

This is the only known vessel to have been built by him.



25 / BUILDERS’ CERTIFICATE.

Name of Vessel. Z, 77, VE TBOKEA Estimated Gross Tonnage . B

Number of Decks. ... ErL

Number of Masts

How Propelled..._ .. 5765 -
Stern ...
Feaot. Tenths.
Length from forepart of stem, under the bowsprit, to the aft side of the R

head of the stern post ... J4 5
Main breadth to ouiside of plank E @ b St #
Deptb in hold from tonnage deck to ceiling at midships Lt £
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;T@ B /;'Zm{ o ATL the year :‘fgl‘or 676 /5"1&"7&'—1_,

CuoZoms Ogeis.  Witness to Signature.

30 24,1108~ C.L54T.




THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT PAGE 131

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

MORRIS, Joseph, of Mandurah.

Born in 1811 he arrived at Fremantle on the 12/3/1830 aboard
the "WARRIOR". On arrival he was indentured as a mechanic and
worked around Fremantle.

It is not known how he made his money but in 1843 he decided
to construct a brig of about 250 tons burthen and chose a
site on the Murray River at Mandurah to build her.

The first intimation we have of this vessel is in an article
in the Perth Gazette of 21/9/1844 which relates the sale of
the wrecked American whaler "HALCYON". The article states,
"the rigging was sold to Mr Morris and he proposes employing
it in fitting out his vessel, now nearly completed and built
of our coeclonial timber at the Murray."

The next article which appears in connection with thisg ship
comes on 23/11/1844 and reads, "the "JOSEPH MORRIS", another
colonial craft on the stocks, building at the Murray, and
rated at about 250 tons it 1s expected will be launched in
the course of a few weeks. It will be perceived by a notice
in our journal that her first ¢trip will be to England,
touching at the Cape of Good Hope. This spirited undertaking
merits success and it is generally the wish of the colonists
that a prosperous result may attend this enterprise, more
particularly as this will be the first wvessel constructed
entirely of our West Australian colonial timber which has
entered the Port of London. The specimen this craft will
exhibit of the adaptation of our woods for shipbuilding, it
is anticipated will have the effect of directing the
attentions of the trade at home to the valuable gualities of
our almogt inexhaustible source of supply of this commodity."
The Perth Gazette of 17/6/1845 states that the "JOSEPH
MORRIS" now building at the Murray is in a state of great
forwardness and it was expected that she would soon be
launched.

However this didn’t occur until the 2/12/1845 and the
Inquirer reported the event thus,

"on Tuesday the 2nd inst, was launched in Peel’s Inlet, on
the Murray, the "RIVER CHIEF", 220 tons burden. The novel
mode of launching "broadside on'" was effected on this
occasion with the most perfect success, to the great credit
of the builders and others employed and high delight of the
multitude of spectators.

It ig intended immediately to warp the vessel over the bar of
the Murray and run her up under jury masts, with the first
southerly breeze, to Peel’s Harbour, in Warnbro Sound, where
she is to be rigged and got ready for sea as expeditiously as
possible in order that she may take on board at Augusta, 220
tons of that wvaluable timber, the Tuart wherewith she is to
proceed direct to London via the Cape.”

Unfortunately at this stage Joseph Morris went bankrupt and
on the 16/3/1846 Messr’s Samson, Government Auctioneers
offered the hull of the "RIVER CHIEF" with all rigging, boats
and fittings for auction. Her building <costs were
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approximately 1500 pounds and she was sold for 500 pounds to
an Adelaide Company who then had her fitted out for sea for
another 280 pounds.

When ready for gea Captain Starling decided to dispense with
Pilot Back’s services. He sailed on the Saturday, 5th of
December 1846 and chose to pass through the passage between
Garden Island and Carnac Island. She struck a rock whilst
transiting the passage and carried away her forefoot and
cutwater and began taking water.

She returned to Fremantle and an enguiry wasg held into the
conduct of the Master and repairs were effected.

This though wasn’t the last of the troubles of this ill-fated
vessel as when she finally sailed for BAdelaide in early
February 1847 with cargo and 20 pasgengers she encountered a
severe gale off the Leeuwin and lost her topmasts. For some
time she was feared lost but a report arrived stating that an
"ugly brig, painted black, without any strake and with her
foretopmast gone was seen to be entering King Georges Sound.
The ship was registered at Port Adelaide in 1847 and was
described as a woocden two masted brig of 158 tons.
Dimensions, 71.9 x 27.5 x 11.7 feet. After changes in
ownership and more dramas she was finally wrecked at the
Richmond River heads in New South Wales in November 1865,
Although the newspaper accounts say that Joseph Morris was
the builder of the vessel, her registration papers state that
William Hugh Edwards was the builder. From this it can be
assumed that Joseph Morris was the financier and Edwards the
actual designer and constructor.

References. .Early Days Jourmnal, Vel 1, Part 5. R.W.A.H.S.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Inquirer, 13/11/1844, 30/4/1845, 10/12/1845
26/12/1846, 3/2/1847, 3/3/1847.
Perth Gazette, 21/9/1844, 23/11/1844, 14/12/1844,
17/6/1845, 29/11/184%5, 7/3/1846, 11/7/1846
19/9/1846, 31/10/1846, 9/1/1847, 27/2/1847.
Ships of Australia and New Zealand before 1850,
by Ronald Parsonsg, private printing.

...................

MORRISON, HUGO, of Bunbury.

He was born in 1819 but how and when he arrived in the Colony
is a mystery. In 1841 he married Susan Louisa Rice and they
lived at Bunbury where he practised the trade of carpenter
and boat builder.

In the Inquirer of 3/2/1847 appeared this article,

"the launch of Mr Morrison’s new schooner took place at
Bunbury on Wednesday last, the 27th inst, in the presence of
nearly all the inhabitants of the district.

She wag named by Mrs Morrison the "EMU" and though but 30
tons register, is we understand, a most creditable little
craft to the colony, as far as model and workmanship are
concerned. Everything went off well, and the festival was not
disturbed by a single ingtance of intoxication, there having
been, as we are 1informed, no grog in the district at the
time. We have not been able to ascertain what was the fluid
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contained in the christening bottle, but we must hope it was
not water, a liguor utterly repugnant to the feelings of
every tar on such an occasion. The "EMU" will be ready for
sea in a month or two, when her first voyage will be to
Singapore.™"

The "EMU" was a wooden two masted schooner of 21.5 tons. Her
dimensions were 39 x 11.5 x 5.9 feet with one deck and a
sgquare stern. She was sold at Singapore and registered there
as No.4 of 1849, She was resold and the registry was
transferred to the Port of Adelaide in 1851. She joined the
mosguito fleet of small schooners trading to the outports of
South Australia and was eventually wrecked at Port Elliot,
South Australia on the 1/5/1853 with the 1loss of all on
beoard.

References. .Dictionary of West Australiang, Erikson.
Inquirer, 3/2/1847.
Ships of Australia and New Zealand before 1850,
Ronald Parsons, 1983, private printing.

MURRAY, John, of Fremantle.

All we know of this man is that he was a shipwright at
Fremantle during 1886 and that he was a signatory to a
petition for a steamship service to Wyndham in August 1886.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson

...................

MURRAY, William, of Fremantle.

Also see the Howson's entry.

His history as told by his grandson, Walter Murray of
Dianella, W.A.

"The life and times of William Murray, 1867 - 1941,

Master Shipwright of Fremantle.™

My grandfather, William Murray was born in one of the old
warder’s cottages in Henderson Street, Fremantle on April the
10th 1867. His father, William Murray, 1831 - 1905, and his
wife Isabella, nee Elder, had arrived in the brig "ESCORT" on
Boxing day 1860. He was employed as an assistant warder in
the convict establishment from 1865 to 1873. His father-in-
law, Andrew Elder, who arrived in the "RAMILLIES"™ in 1854 as
an enroled pensioner guard had nominated them as immigrants.
William Murray, the younger, was raised by the Wardle family
in a stone cottage on the Bather’s Beach side of Arthur’s
Head. Thomas Wardle was the Coxswain of the Water Police boat
until his death in 1872. Around this time, in the late 1860’s
William was also raised by the Fry family on Garden Island.
They had a farm between Sulpher Town and Careening Bay and
used to wuse a hill called Fry’s Lookout for when the
schnapper schooled. When a school was sighted they would sail
out and hook and land as many as possible. Thegse were then
sun dried and sold to the ships that used Careening Bay. My
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grandfather was involved in these ventures and began his love
of ships that later developed into ghipbuilding.

He only had two years ordinary schooling as it involved uncle
George Fry rowing and sailing him to school in Fremantle on
Monday morning and picking him up on Saturday morning. He
probably stayed with the Wardles during the week.

After his father finished with the convict service in 1873 he
did some schooling at the o0ld Perth Boys School in St Georges
Terrace. His father worked as an engineer at Green’'s Flour
Mill in Hay street, opposite the Wesley Church.

In 1882 vyoung William was indentured to Thomas Haley, a
cabinet maker at Fremantle and part of his work there
involved making coffins with A E Davies, another apprentice
who later on became an undertaker.

After completing his indentures he worked in Wardles Joinery
in High Street, Fremantle and then was married toc Susan
Rickey at York on the 12/6/1889 and they lived at Lot 395 in
High Street. Later he built a cottage on Lot 725 in what is
now Wray Avenue.

He was a carpenter in these years and his uncle Edward
Howson, shipbuilder, 1lived opposite. He went to work for
Howsons, rising to foreman and by 1903 was in partnership.

In 1901 to at least 1903 Murray & Howson’s shipyard was
situated on lot 284 Beach Street, Fremantle, which block they
shared with Charles Dixon, also a boat builder.

In 1913 he moved to the corner of East Street and Canning
Road, East Fremantle which was cloge to the Howson & Murray
shipyard in Beach Street. His last move was to 24 Fortescue
Street, East Fremantle. There was a large shed on the
property in which was stored the hull models of the craft
they built and the frame wmarkings for the steel bucket
dredger "PARMELIA" which they also built.

He came out of retirement in 1938 to oversee the construction
of the "KING BAY", a large wooden built lighter. The knees
were cut in the bush surrounding Fremantle.

Of vessels that William Murray built in his own right we have
the "BLANCHE", 0/No.1144%96, a two masted schooner of 12.5
tons with dimensions of 36.66 x 11.75 x 3.75 feet. She was
built for Frank Biddles and John Simpson, pearlers of Broome.
then came the "LILLIAN", O/N0.117805, "CHIEFTAN", O/No.118526
and "FRANK", 0/No.118584., These were very similar to
"BLANCHE" and were built for the same owners.

In the Murray And Howson partnership the craft built were,

"NEW MOON", "PATIENCE", "QPAL", "HAWK", "COLLIER", "“KIM",
"THEC", "NORTHAM", "CLARE", "TEDDY", "THISTLE", "BARBARA",
"BOSSUT", "MITCHELL", "BAY", "TANARMI", "WYNDHAM" , "TEDDY
VOLNEY", "JOAN OF ARC", "CHAFFINCH", "BROOME", "FOXWCRTHY",
"RAFF", "BULLETIN", "LOTOQLOP", "GLADYS OLIVE", "ESQUIMAUX",
"WALLAL", "“GLORIA VIOLET", "KARALEE", "MUNDARING", "CUPRUM",
"CONCHIE", "SPINAFEX", "CRABRO" and "SYDNEY HENRY".

They alsc built fishing and pleasure craft but as they were
not registered they are very hard Lo trace.

The majority of the aforementioned vessels were two masted
schoeners or pearling luggers but some like "CONCHIE" was a
two masted ketch and was desgigned for transporting ore from
the Whim Well mine to ships waiting offshore. The "KARALEE"
was built as a lighter to be towed and the "CRABRO" was built
as an auxiliary cutter.



y
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Photo by H. F. Miller] Ulyssis. Cotteslee,

Designed bv 3. Myslis.  Built by Messrs. Muyslis & Lawrence.
Equipped with a 12 h.p. Stirling engine.

Photo by A. W. B. Gleadcll] m— {Perth.
PEARL VIEW.

“ Rudder” design.  Built by 8. Myslis. Equipped with @ L.p. Hubbard engine,
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References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Personal interviews and details from Mr W Murray.
Fremantle Library photo collection.
West Australian, 11/5/1905
Fremantle City Council rate books.

...................

MURPHY, C W, of Broome.

Cecil Murphy was one of the large fleet owners of Broome and
at one time or another owned cover two dozen vessels.

As far as his boat building activities go he is the
registered builder of five pearling luggers which were
constructed during 1902 and 1903.

They were the "FANNY", “GRACIE", "ERA", "MENA" and "MEAN".
They were all two masted schooners of 12 tons and of similar
dimensions, viz, 38 x 11.2 x 3.2 feet,

As Cecil Murphy was a businessman of some standing in the
community of Broome it is hard to imagine him as the builder,
so more probably it was his Asian workers that actually did
the construction for him, but, as registration regquirements
obliged him to have an Australian citizen as signatory he
signed the documents himself.

References. .Register of British Ships, Austrxalian Archives,
History of the North West, Cassell, 1909.

...................

MURPHY-SCHRAGER & Co. of Broome.

In 1903 Cecil Murphy, above, went into partnership with
Shragers and they are the registered builders af the two
masted schooner "SEAGULL", ©O/No.11%015 of 12.46 tons The
dimensions were 36.6 x 12 x 5 feet.

As above it 1is likely that the Asian labour actually
congtructed the vessel.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
MYSLIS, S, of Fremantle,

Another builder of which we know 1little but we have two
photographs of motor launches that he built. As these
launches are built for public use as ferries and not just for
private use it is right that he be included. The boats that
he built were the "PEARL VIEW" and the "ULYSSIS".

References. .W.A. Yachting and Motorboat Annuals, 1902/03.

NAIRN-CLARKE, W M, of Albany.
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"on the 19th, started from Oyster Harbour, at 2 o’clock A.M.
on our voyage. Pulled out with great difficulty to Michaelmas
Island and then made gail, rounding Bald Head at about 8
o’clock, the sea was running very high and finding the boat
leaking a good deal, we put in for Torbay, and landed first
on an Island in the bay quite cleose to the main where we
obtained some mutton birds in holes. From the top of this
Island I had a fine view of Mt Lindsay bearing by compass NW
by W said to be situated at the head of the inlet known as
Wilson’s Inlet.

We then made for the place where Mr Sherratt’'s wvessel of 200
tons is in the course of being built and on hauling the boat
up it was deemed necessary to give her a false keel and a
rudder instead of the heavy steering oar.

20th, engaged all day in repairing the boat and making her
fit for sea."

Although William was an explorer rather than a shipwright I
have included this deliberately to illustrate the ingenuity
of our pioneers when faced with difficulties.

References..Inguirer, 24/8/1841, Journal of an expedition to
Nornalup or the Deep River, 1841.

...................

NAYLOR, George, of Fremantle.

born in 1862 in England and arrived at the Swan River Colony
as an infant with his parents per the "NCRWCOD" on the 9th of
June 1862. His father was an enroled pensioner guard employed
by the Convict Establishment.

He was married on 20/1/1889 to Mary Ann Wilking at Fremantle.
His early career was as a bootmaker but he became a
shipwright in 1886 and is recorded as working in this trade
until 1889 when he gained employment with the Fremantle
Harbour Trust working as a shipwright. In 1900 George and his
family lived at 55 King William Street, Fremantle and then in
1902 they had ghifted to 1lot 55 Mandurah Road, still in
Fremantle. Mr Naylor died on the 27/7/1941.

There are no known vessels directly attributed to him.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1886 - 1889,

...................

NIELSON, CHARLES, of Broome.

Nothing perscnally is known of Mr Nielson and all we have to
ghow of him as a boat builder is his builders certificate for
the two masted schooner "CLECGPATRAM,

This opens up another gquestion, as on the ship’s registration
papers, the builder is named as C. Misloin of Broome.

The builders certificate reads :-



Karl (Charlie) Olson, Shipwright.
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I, Charles Nielson, shipbuilder of Broome, Western Australia,
do hereby certify that the sailing vessel "CLEOPATRA" of 13
tons or thereabouts having one deck and fitted with two
masts, schooner rigged, was built by me at my yard in the
year 1904 and launched on the 27th day of January 1504.
On account of John Travers, pearler, of Broome and Anton
Ullbricht, pearler of Broome. Each owners of 32/64 shares.
I have no further claim on the vessel,

signed, Charles Nielson, Shipbuilder, Broome.
Possibly the explanation is that the owners when registering
the wvesggel in Fremantle used the shipwrights name as the
builder as they probably had more contact with him.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Boat Builders Certificate for "CLEOPATRA"

...................

OLSEN, Jack, of Perth.

Jack was the partner in Sutton and Olsen’s, a well known boat
hiring business from about 1900 to 1906 when he passed away.
Apart from their hiring business they built some of the
famous "VAL" ferries which mainly ran on the Perth to Coode
Street run, such as "VALHALLA" and "VALKYRIE®,

In 1905 they built the 40 foot launch "VALDHANA" which was
fitted with a 15 H.P. Union engine.

They also built dinghies and yachts for their hire business.

References..Yachting and Motor Annuals, 1902 to 1513.

OLSON, Xarl, {(Charlie) of Fremantle.

he was born at Stockholm, Sweden on the 19/6/1874 and went to
sea on square-riggers. He jumped ship at Fremantle just after
the turn of the century and worked as a shipwright at
Guildford where, with others, they built a pearling schooner.
Unfortunately it is not known which wvessel it was although I
am almost certain that the boat building yard was on the
gsouth bank of the Swan River and about 100 yards downstream
from the Guildford Bridge.

This would possibly make his employer a Mr J Lyons.

After assisting in the building of this boat he went north to
Broome and worked on the sgchooners ag a pearler and in the
layup seasgon worked in the ship repair industry.

Around 1920 he returned south and gained employment at
Tilley's boatshed at East Fremantle where he remained until
his retirement in the 1late 1930’s. Even in retirement he
still built dinghies in his backyard which he sold from home
through word of mouth.

References. .Photos and information supplied by his grand-
daughter, Mrs G Olson.

...................
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OLSSON, Johan Ludwig, of Fremantle.

There is only a single entry to indicate this man’s
cccupation.

It is assumed that he was a ship’s carpenter who either paid
off the wvessel he was working on or he jumped ship both of
which were quite common in the 1860's and 1870’s. In fact it
was not unknown for the Master to have the crew arrested by
the water police on arrival through a trumped up charge and
then to have them released prior to sailing just to prevent
them from jumping ship.

He was married at Fremantle on the 7/5/1868 to Emma Matilda
Simmons and they had but cone child who died in infancy.

At that period in his life he was recorded as a shipwright at
Fremantle, but as there are no known vwvessels that can be
attributed to him it is assumed that he was employed by the
established shipyards.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson,

Q’NEIL, James, of Cossack.

Again nothing of a personal nature is known and only the two
entries place him in the shipwrighting trade.

Apparently he first went to Cossack as a pearler around 1880
but then in 1884 and 1885 he is registered as a shipwright.
There are no known boats built by him and it is probable that
he carried out maintenance on the pearling fleets.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1884 and 1885.

QSBORNE, James, of Vasse.

Born in 1820, he was married with seven children and his
trade was that of a mill sawyer when he was convicted of
uttering forged notes. He was sentenced to 15 years
transportation and arrived at Fremantle on the "PALMERSTON"
on the 11/2/1861, (No.5756). His ticket-of-leave was granted
on the 14/9/1863 and his conditional pardon on 19/8/1869.

He was variously employed at the Vasse, Fremantle and
Champion Bay as a shipwright and labourer.

From 1865 on he wags self employed until he departed to
Adelaide on Christmas Day 1878.

There are no vessels that can be identified as having been
built by this man in his own right.

References.. Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

...................

QSWALD, John, of Fremantle & Vasse.
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In early 1858 John 0Oswald was embroiled in a c¢ourt case
concerning payments for work done for Messr’s Yelverton and
Chapman at Busselton. From the documents involved it appears
to be a rather nasty case with accusations of collusion
between his lawyer, Mr Leake and the defendants etc. and to
reach some kind of settlement and redress he wrote to the
Governor.
Without geoing into the sordid details I hereby transcribe a
portion of a document which explains some of his history.
"I belong to Adelaide and was belonging to a brig named the
"LOCHINVAR", never had my discharge from him the Captain of
her. Wishing to oblige, Yelverton prevails upon me to stay at
the Vasse to finish a wvessel for them in the course of
erection until the brig came back. I stopped behind, but
being detained by them here since the 23rd of February 18%7
until the present time. The detention longer than my time
caused my family to follow round here in September last which
caused me a want of expense.
After the vessel was launched and nearly finished they
stopped my supplies, both wvictuals and money and left me
destitute in a strange place. I could not stay there, I had
to go and look both for employment and wvegsels. The vessel
was built 12 miles from the Vasse. We had to nail up our
house or hut and leave it. I had to proceed here, my wife had
to go to service and live with a stranger to gain a living,
we had not the means to move our effects to a place of
safety.
The result was soon known, my house was broken open and all
my effects were taken or robbed. I lost my tools and clothes,
my wife’s and childs was left near to nakedness. I begged my
way up here and I am now partly obliged to the stranger for a
home and covering. What money I earn had to go to supply the
case in hand at law. I am obliged to borrow tools to go and
earn a few pounds to keep us living and pay a little to c¢lear
our debts, contracts for supplies from the farmers at the
Vasge while building the schooner.
Part of my effects was found with a conditional pardon man or
ticket-of-leave holder named Powell. He stood his trial at
the late quarter sessions but got off, my wife never being
called to give evidence although she got some of her bedding
and other effects back again that he had in his possession
and I may add that if anyone came to Yelverton with a fair
story he could get anything in my name although I know
nothing of the affair and it was put down in my bill against
me .
At the present moment nothing stands before me but bankruptcy
disgrace, loss of character and reputation, misery and
poverty and but few or no friends to back me up or to give me
advice after being nearly 17 months in the colony labouring
hard all the time.
Trusting you will give this petition your consideration and
if I may ask to lay it before His Excellency the Governor for
his advice vyou will much oblige me and alleviate the
sufferings and privations of a poor family and I hope you may
excuse any uncouth term I may have expressed. I myself am
only a working man.

and I remain etc, John Oswald, shipwright.
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P.S. if you are disposed to write or send for me I am working
cn the "MYSTERY', <cutter, belonging to Mr W Butcher,
Fremantle. I may add that even my working tools left in

Yelverton’s store or house at the beach station was taken or
robbed from me and they also charged me for materials for the
erection of Chapman’s vessel contrary to the agreement.”

By August Leake, Yelverton and Chapman were still delaying
paying Oswald what he had won in court and he again wrote to
the Governor for advice. The letter, although a private one,
went into the hands o©f Fred Barlee, Colonial Secretary who
promptly referred it to his friend Leake for his comments !!!

It would be nice to find out whether justice was finally done
and that Oswald and his family were redressed and were able
to return happily to Adelaide.

However, the two known craft that he was employed upon were
the "AMELIA", 0/No.40486, a two masted schooner of 24.7 tons
with dimensions of 48 x 15.1 x 6.7 feet. The shipwright that
John Oswald took over the building from was John Turner. The
vessel was eventually sold to Bowman Bros of Adelaide and the
registration was transferred to that port.

The other vessel was the "MYSTERY", a cutter, 0O/No.40480, of
16.82 tons and dimensions of 43.5 x 14.7 x 16.82 feet. She
was last heard of when she was put into the pearling industry
at Cossack during 1870.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vols 394/85,
394/111.

...................

OWSTON, William, of Preston Point.

William, gon of James, a shipwright, was born in Kent,
England in 1825 and after leaving schocl was apprenticed as a
shipwright, following in his fathers footsteps. They were
employed at the Chatham Naval Dockyard.

Shortly after securing his trade he went to sea and at the
age of 24 he was second mate and carpenter on board the
barque "MARY" from London which arrived at Fremantle in 1849.
The vessel returned to England but William realizing the
potential for a better life decided to return and settle in
Western Australia.

When the "MARY" returned to Fremantle in 1851 William was one
of the first to land and immediately began to investigate his
prospects.

Shortly after arriving he shipped on the coastal schooner
"PELSART" to investigate other portions of the colony,
however it appeared that the Fremantle district offered more
to him and so he settled at Preston Pecint.

Two vyears after landing, in 1853, he began constructing a
large lighter for transhipping cargo from the anchored ships
to the wharvegs at Fremantle and Perth. She was named the
"HOPE" and was of 10 tons. Her Harbour registry number was 50
and she was licensed to carry 70 persons and 1 1/4 tons of
ballast. By 1858 he had 3 boats working on the river and they
were the "HOPE", "BILLY" and "STAG".



* (Coptain William Owston
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Letter concerning the schooner "MINNIE" built by
William Owston at Preston Point.
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Within a couple of years he had sold "BILLY" and "STAG" but
retained "HOPE" asg his bread and butter boat until 1867,

The cutter "BILLY", O/No.36540, of 10.%5 tons had dimensions
of 34.7 x 11.7 x 4.3 feet.

The "HOPE" was built at Preston Point where William
established his shipyard. The timbers for his wvessels were
cut about 5 miles further up river, somewhere near Point
Heathcote. As well as boat building William engaged in the
ship repalr business and he had an agreement with the
American Consul, Mr Pope, to effect all the repairs to the
American whalers that used the port.

In 1857 he decided to go back to sea and to attain this he
built at Preston Point the two masted schooner T"NEW
PERSEVERANCE" of 105 tons, O/N0.40478. Her dimensions were
84.8 x 20.7 x 10.2 feet. After changes in ownersghip and
numerous adventures she was wrecked in Cossack Creek and the
hull being above the High Water Mark was used variously as a
store and later a public house.

Other wvessels with which he was asscciated were the

"HAMPTON"™, W“ELIZA BLANCHE", (built in England and used in the
Fremantle to China trade), "MARY ANN", MACQUARIE", both built
in Tasmania, "LILLY OF THE LAKE", "UNA", "CINGALEE", "MARY
SMITH", "RIBSTON", "BONNIE LASSIE" and "FLORENCE'",

He also became Lloyds assessor in Fremantle and held that
post for many years.

When he gave up the sea he went into partnership with a Mr
Pearce ag shipowners and importers.

References..W.A. Almanac, 1869.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Fremantle Times, 9/5/191%, 16/5/1919.
Daily News, 26/11/1969.
West Australia, by Kimberly, Pp 68 & 69.
Unfinished Voyages, Vol 2, Henderson, U W A Press
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Fremantle City Library, Family history section.

OWSTON, William, Junior, of Preston Peint.

Son of the above, he was born on 1/7/1855 and after schooling
he went into an apprenticeship as a shipwright and in 1876 he
supervised the construction of the fore and aft schooner
"TMINNIEY .

The "MINNIE", O0O/No.75291, was built at Preston Point by day
labour instead of by contract which was unusual for that
time. The foreman shipwright was Frederick Jones. The
vessel’s tonnage was 38.36 tons and her dimensiong were 57.58
x 17 x 7.1 feet. When almost completed William, Jjunior,
offered her to the Government for use as a revenue schooner
in the North West. As described she was mahogany, or Jarrah,
built trenailed and iron bolted at the butts, cowrie ({sic)
pine decks of very superior quality and altogether a strong
and likely vessel for the purpose required by the Government.
Fortunately a drawing of the vessel survives today and is
reproduced. the drawing was made by the Harbour Master, Mr
George Forsyth and shows the fore and aft schooner rig.
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Schooner "MINNIE" built by William Owston and drawn

by the Harbour Master, George Forsyth at the time of
her inspection.
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References. .The Herald Almanac, 1874.
Dictionary of West Australiang, Erikson.
Colonial Secretaries Records.

...................

OWSTON, Thomasg, of Cossack.

He arrived at Fremantle on the 3/2/1871 aboard the "ELIZA
BLANCHE" from the Eastern States and shipped from Fremantle
to Mauritius on several occasions and then went to Cossack in
1883 where he worked as a ghipwright during 1884 and 1885.
Strangely enough he was also registered as residing at
Fremantle during the same years. It is not known if there is
a relationship between him and the previously mentioned
Owstons but the likelyhood is there.

There are no known boats built by this man.

References..The Herald Almanac, 1880 to 1889
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

...................

PASSMORE, Henry, of Perth & Fremantle.

Henry was born on the 29/2/1840 and arrived at Fremantle on
the 15/8/186% aboard the "RACEHORSE" as a warder in charge of
convicts and he brought his wife and children with him.

As a boy he joined the Royal Navy and served in the Baltic
and Crimea. After his discharge he joined the Convict service
at Dartmoor Prisom.

In his early years in Western Australia he mainly worked with
the road gangs and was eventually appointed to be in charge
of Convict Public Works.

The first dredge to work in W.A. was imported in parts from
England in 1867 and was put together on the site now occupied
by the East Street Jetty at East Fremantle by local labour,
including Solomon Cook, under the supervision of a man named
Christian who was sent out with the dredge. Her dimensions
were 90 x 24 x 4 feet.

Her engine was a single cylinder steam engine fitted with a 9
foot diameter flywheel which allowed her to work up to 30
H.P. The engine was made by Maudsley, Son & Field of London.
The buckets worked through the centre which made her
impractical for shallow water work and for many years she was
laid up in Perth Water.

After having arrived in parts in 1867 the Government
procrastinated for the first couple of years over not only
what to do with the dredge but when and how to put the thing
together. By August 1868 the businessmen and boatmen of Perth
and Fremantle were becoming rather fed up and were demanding
something be done.

In the "Herald" of 29/8/1868 there appeared this article :-

* The shed is being erected at the North Fremantle bridge for
putting together the new steam dredge, if dependant on
convict labour the completion will be a matter of conjecture,
it possgibly may be useful above the bridge and if the
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inhabitants of Perth wish for a dose of sulphuretted hydrogen
they will be supplied with any quantity of it by stirring up
the bottom crust of the bay in front of the town. Whatever
our contemporary the Perth Gazette may say to the contrary we
know that it is the opinion of the Fremantle boatmen that so
far from the works at the mouth of the Swan ever having been
an improvement, they were originally commenced in the wrong
channel, and that new banks are forming both within and
without the bar, any person at all acguainted with the nature
of sandy banks to a tidal river must know that any attempt to
deepen the river involves the necessity of piling the sides,
s0 as to prevent the vacuum caused by the dredge being filled
up as soon as created by the noncohesive sand on the side of
it. We are satisfied that when in working order, with barges
and bucketg and other indispensable accessories, it will
prove a costly caprice."

In 1871 Henry was overseeing a convict gang working on what
is now Albany Highway near Gosnells when he was recalled to
inspect and report on the dredge, asg the Government, after
much lobbying from the boatowners and businessmen of Perth,
had at last decided to dredge channels from the deep water to
William Street jetty and other small channels in Perth Water.
During 1878 the dredge was working off the William Street
Jetty. On the 16/8/1878 Mr Passmore noticed some tools
missing and suspected a convict worker named John Swmith of
illegally removing them. Smith’s service on the dredge was
terminated and he was to be returned to the depot when the
tools were found and it was proven that he was the culprit.
Smith was then ordered to be searched and while Mr Passmore
was attempting this Smith attacked him with an iron bar.
Fortunately another convict named Samuel Fenton saw Smith’s
actions and diverted the blow. thus saving Passmore’s life.
Smith was sent to trial on the 7/9/1878 and because of his
violent nature was sentenced to two years hard labour.

Fenton received a remission of sentence.

In 1880 the dredge was laid up again until Mr Wright, the
Director of Public Works, once again under pressure, was
forced to redredge parts of the river and part of the scheme
was to remove the bar across the mouth of the river.

Henry was recalled again, this time from Albany, and when he
inspected the dredge he discovered that the bottom was
rusting through. She was towed to Fremantle and beached where
Henry decided that rather than cut the rusted plates away it
would be guicker to sheath the hull. To this end he had the
complete hull covered in a layer of two inch thick planks of
Jarrah, seamed and caulked. This saved an immensge amount of
time and expense and as can be seen from the results it would
probably have been a better course to have built her here out
of Jarrah in the first place. At the same time he had the
buckets taken from the wmidships and repositioned over the
bows.

The work was finished in 1888 and she was christened "BLACK
SWAN", She was then used, with her convict labour force, at
the bar at the mouth of the Swan River until 1892 when C.Y.
0’ Comnor took over. O’Connor wouldn’t allow convict labour
on the Fremantle Harbour project so the "BLACK SWAN" was sent
to Muddy Reach, on the Canning River. {see also the entry on
Chinese John) .
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At the completion of this project the convict labour was
returned to Fremantle Gaol and replaced with free labour.

She spent the rest of her working life in and about Perth
Water dredging channels and reclaiming land along the Perth
Foreshore.

Her end came in 1923 when she was sunk off North Mole.

A painting of the YBLACK SWAN" done by one of her convict
workmen hangs at the Royal West Australian Historical
Society’s headquarters in Nedlands.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
R.W.A.H.S. Shipping file, (L} 23/1829.B.
Herald, 29/8/1868.
Ingquirer, 18/9/1878.

..................

PAYNE, George, ‘ of Busselton.

He was born in 1841, the son of George and Julia and they
arrived at Fremantle on the 18/3/1841 per the "PARKFIELD". He
married twice and had a total of thirteen children.

He 1lived at Busselton and is recorded as a shipbuilder
although it is not known where he did his apprenticeship or
with whom.

In 1877 he began building a two masted schooner of 53.15
tons. When launched she wag named "CITIZEN OF LONDON",
0/No.75303 and her dimensions were 59 x 15.68 x 8.5 feet.

The name probably came from his father who was forever
boasting of his standing as a draper and citizen of London.

In August 1880 whilst loading sandalwood alongside Bunbury
jetty a fierce gale arose and the heavy swells rolling in
from seaward threw her against the jetty timbers and her side
was partly stove 1in. With water gushing in through her
shattered timbers the Master let go and beached her two miles
north of the jetty. When the tide had receded an inspection
was made with a view to repairing her but the amount of
damage done and the cost involved to get her afloat proved to
be too prohibitive and so she was stripped and the hull
destroyed by explosives.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Unfinished Voyages, Vol 2 Henderson, U.W.A. Press

PAYNE BROTHERS, of Bunbury.

These three young men are more than likely some of the sons
of the aforementioned George Payne. The first intimation we
have of their enterprise is from an article in the Fremantle
Herald of 5/10/1872, which states,

Bunbury, 4th October 1872.

"MAZEPPA" sgailed for the Vasse on Wednesday morning. Great
fears entertained as to the safety of the young Paynes who
left here in a small boat of their own construction, carrying
too much sail, totally unfit for sea. Strong easterly winds
with steady rain since Wednesday 1last, barometer low and
stiXY farll ismg, "
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A week later in the same newspaper this piece appeared,

"A small boat, about 3 tonsg burden, built by and belonging to
the three young Messr’s Payne of the Capel River arrived at
Fremantle on Monday evening. As the boat is undecked and she
left Bunbury on the preceding Tuesday between which day and
the date of her arrival there were several squalls from the
land, some fears were entertained for her safety.

Mr De Courcy LeFroy of Bunbury kindly undertook to pay the
expenses of the coaster "MAZEPPA" in searching for her along
the coast.

The little boat in question is built of river banksia, a wood
as well adapted for boat building and as light as Indian
pine. She is destined with her present crew for the pearling
grounds of Shark’s Bay.

References. .Fremantle Herald, 5/10/1872, 12/10/1872.

PEAD, Willijam, of Perth.

On the 4/4/1857 William wag contracted by the Government to
construct a Ferry Boat for Mandurah for the sum of 145 pounds
and after approval the boat was to be delivered to the
caretaker of the Ferry at Mandurah.

He was born in 1810 and arrived at Fremantle on the 10/4/1842
aboard the "DIADEM" with his wife and two children. She died
in 1847 and he remarried in 1851. He was a cabinetmaker by
trade and moved around the state from Bunbury to Geraldton
where he died in 1879. His residence at Geraldton was at Lot
543 between Augustus and Francis Streets for which he paid
six pounds.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Colonial Secretaries Records.

...................

PEAD, Alexander William, of Cossack.

son of the above, he was born at Bunbury in 1844 and married
Catherine Healey on the 9/5/1871 at Geraldton. At that time
he was a seaman and resided at Geraldton.

In June 1868 whilst working on the "ALBATROSS", (see William
Garrard), the wvessel was sent to Dongara to assist in the
salvage of two vessels that had been blown ashore in a strong
winters gale. After successfully completing her mission she
set off to head back to Geraldton but strong winds forced her
to return to the Irwin. She capsized in the heavy swells and
eight persons were drowned. Alexander, also known as Alec,
was one of only three survivors.

In June 1872 he made his way to Cossack where he took up the
trade of shipwright. This alsco included being a carpenter on
shore and acting as undertaker and coffinmaker.

In 1879 he began a business as a merchant and shipping agent
and his wife began running her boarding house, which became
famous throughout the North West because of her culinary
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attainments and it was the favoured resting place for the
pearling masters in the layup periods.

In 1884 a meagles epidemic ravaged Cossack and some of the
leading businesgssmen, including Farquar McRae and Alec Pead
succumbed to the disease and died.

As he is not credited with building any boats he probably
confined himself to the ship repair business.

Referenceg. .Dictiocnary of West Australians, Erikson.
R.W.A.H.S., Early Days Journal, Vol 2/20/54.
W.A. Almanac, 1871.
The Herald Almanac, 1872 to 1876.

...................

PELOSIA, C, of Fremantle.

Nothing is known of this man except that he is the registered
builder of a pearling lugger named "CENTURIAN".

She was registered as No.37 in 1903 and was rigged, as usual,
as a two masted schooner. She was of 13.9 tonsg, 0/No.117816
and the dimensions were 39 x 11.9 x 4.8 feet.

The vessel wasg built for Alexander Birnie, pearler, of Broome
and she was one of the vessels destroyed by the Royal
Australian Navy in March 1942.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

PELOSIA, E, of Broome.

Once again nothing 1is known of this man’s history and
posgibly the former C.Pelosia is one and the same with the
registrar confusing the initials.

However this man was working at Broome during 1900 as it was
there that he built a two masted schooner named "FROSTY",
O/No.119023 of 10 tons. Her dimensions were 33.5 x 12 x 4.3
feet and was built for a pearler named Bramar Moidin.

The vessel was broken up during 1932.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

PETHER, H, of South Perth,

Mr Pether was a builder of yachts and small craft for the
river and the only one of his craft to be registered was the
single masted cutter "ROTOHINE", O/No.125004, of 3.69 tons.
She wag built for a Mr Richard D Jones, a manager of Perth
for pleasure sailing on the river and just offshore and was
completed in 1908.

The yacht was raced from the South of Perth Yacht Cliub who
advised the registrar in 1971 that the yacht had sunk in the
river years before and had been abandoned.



Phote by Fo Christie] Esmeralda. [Perth.
Wrecked ot Fremantle on 19th Aay, 1909,

Dora.
Winner of Open Race, F.B.Y.C,, 15th Nov. 1909,
Desirned and built by H. Pether. Phote. by H. F. Miller, Cottesloe.
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Two other craft which he built were the 21.6 x 7.2 foot
cruising yacht "LA RITA" and the 16 footer "DORA" both in
1905.

His residence and boat building shed were on lot 55 on the
Esplanade, Socuth Perth.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Yachting and Motorboat Annuals, 1502-1913.
City of South Perth, rate books.

...................

PETERS, John Odgers, of Albany.

John was a shipwright who in 1866 contracted to Thomas
Sherratt of Albany to build a two masted schooner which was
subsequently named "WALTER AND MARY".

The vessel, 0O/No.72477, was of 30.65 tons and her dimensions
were 46.9 x 14.8 X 6.9 feet.

The agreement for her building, dated April 1866 cites the
contracting parties as John 0Odgers Peters, shipwright, of
King River, Oyster Harbour on the one part and Thomas
Sherratt, Merchant of Albany as the other.

The agreement also provided the consent of J.0.Peters to the
inspection by any English shipwright and stated the price of
his work as the sum of one hundred and sixty pounds sterling.
He was to confine himself to the work of building the
schooner unless through the order, or consent to act
otherwise, from T Sherratt.

In January 1886 the cutter "ADA"™ was launched at Albany. The
vessels official number was 75321 and her tonnage was given
as 26.4. The dimensions of this little ship were 54 x 14.3 x
5.23 feet. According to the official registration documents
she was built by John O Peters on the King River. The vessel
eventually sank in Oyster Harbour.

He probably built a number of other craft in the Albany
district which were not registered such as fishing boats and
pleasure craft but of which there is no surviving record.

References..R.W.A.H.S., BRarly Days Journal, Vol & Part 2
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Memories of Maritime Albany, G De L Marshall.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

PETERSEN, Charles, of Broome.

This man is listed as a shipwright during 1918 working at
Broome, however we have no Dbiographical information
concerning him nor is there any record of any vessels that he
might have built. It is assumed that he either built dinghies
and small craft for the pearling industry or that he was
employed by one of the fleet owners in the repair and
maintenance of the fleet.

Reference. .Western Australia Towns Directory, 1918.
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...................

PETTERSON, Charles, of Fremantle.

Charlie wag a Swedish born seaman but unfortunately I have
not been able to trace where he was from or when he first
arrived at Fremantle. The earliest information we have of him
occurs on the 13/9/1887 when he was mate of the steamship
"PERTH" when it was wrecked on a reef at Point Cloates, north
of Carnarvon.

Charlie dived from the wvessel with a rope and swam to the
shore and then stayed in the water for 15 hours assisting the
passengers and crew to gain the shore safely. For this
magnificent effort he was awarded the Royal Humane Society’s
silver medal and a certificate.

In the 1800's the ship’s carpenter was quite often also one
of the junior watchkeeping officers holding a dual role so it
is possible that this is how he became a shipwright when he
came ashore.

"After retiring from the sea he went to work for Robert Howson
in his shipyard at Fremantle but after a couple of years left
and went into business for himself specialising in the ship
repailr business.

Some of the more mnotable jobs in this regard were the
construction and fitting of a new mast, 90 feet long and
weighing 11 tons to the barque "KILMENY". Another job was the
ship "NORWOOD" which had lost her rudder. Charlie and his
workers constructed a new one 42 feet long and weighing 5
tons and fitted it to the ship.

During the first world war he carried out contracts for the
War Department, such as erecting temporary accommodation
units on Merchant Troop ships. He was also in the business of
dismantling o0ld and worn out vessels such as the "“IVyY©",
"ALEXANDER McNEIL" and others.

In 1903 with the boom in pearling 1lugger construction,
Charlie was persuaded to build two vessels. the first of
these was the "DOUGLAS", 0/No.118%23 of 12.85 tons. She was
built for Harry Talboys of Broome during 1903 for the sum of
326 pounds and after a couple of ownership changes was
destroyed at Broome by the Royal Australian Navy in February
1942.

The second wvessel was the "LAURA", ©O/No.118985, also a two
masted schooner of 12.63 tons. She was built for Joseph
Knowles of Kalgoorlie as a speculation. She foundered on the
26/4/1908 in 20 fathoms of water, west of Cape Bossut during
a cyclone whilst under tow and four lives were lost.

Charlie also apparently built some £fishing boats for the
local professional fishing community but unfortunately we
have no records of them.

References. .Daily News, (Fremantle Edition) 15/3/1962.
Daily News, 17/1/1938.
Boat Builders Certificate for "DOUGLAS".
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................



| Photo hy H. T. Miller] Dora.

Designed and built by H. Pether
Winner Conimodere’s Cup Freshwater Bay Yaelit Clab

[Cottesioe.

., 13th Feornary, 1908.

Phato by H. F. Miller}

Elma.
Designéd by C. Dunn.

Bailt Ly A. Pritehard.
Perth Dinghy Club Champion, 1908-9.

[Cotreslac,




L

PORT ol YRAANITE M_ F2 RS 8

7Y /gfz/f— SHIPTUILUER st

d¢ odreby cortity, tant the culling vesrel %«W

uf___‘éz_ __Yonw,aor t}mrcnboutu, RATATE s = 5 593 5 ks b

Decke, and fitted with 14_,___ Yapty Anm,v

Plgged, wak vulds by b 2t

F 7

Jaru ln the yuear ksl , wnd fsunched on ths 25 12y of

e e

.141.. an sagount of

ﬁ) fowr_ "f_ft»_n_? .

=ad that I have

My further vlslic on the vessael,

W% SRIPBULLNER.

-q;----.--not.







THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT PAGE 1495

PORT, James C, of Bunbury.

This man came from Adelaide with his partner Richard Honey to
set up a timber mill in Western Australia to supply their
timber retail and construction businesses. They first set up
in Bunbury calling themselves the Lion Jarrah Mills and as
more contracts ensued they opened a branch in Perth.

They also became large exporters of Jarrah, mainly to the
Eastern States for construction projects.

In 1904 the company built a two masted schooner named the
"DELAWARE", O/No.120027, of 12.3 tons at Bunbury and the
registered builder was James C Port.

Eventually the vessel ended up in the Broome pearling fleet
and was finally broken up during 1928.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Boat Builders certificate for "DELAWARE".
Interview with descendant.

...................

PRITCEARD, A.S. of South Perth.

This man had his business at the Coode Street jetty in South
Perth and although he is another of whom we know nothing, his
advertisement states that prices are given for repairs,
alterations and every description of boat building.

This was in 1907. He alsc hired out sailing and rowing boats
so presumably he built those for his business.

The only boats I can find that he definitely built were two
yvachts one named "ELMA" which was used for racing on the
river and the other was the "SEAGULL" built in 1906.

No registered craft are attributed to him.

Arthur’s residence and boat building shed were situated on
section 7 of lot 96 in Swan Terrace, South Perth.

References. .Yachting and Motor Boat Annuals, 1902-1913.
City of South Perth, rate books.

RANN, Thomas Richard, of Perth.

Tom was born at Brighton, Sussex in 1884 the son of George
and Rosina who were married in July 1875. they decided to
emigrate to Western Australia with their six children in 1886
and boarded the "HAMPSHIRE". On the way out another daughter
was born and as was the custom in those days the infant was
given the Middle name Hampshire after the ship she was born
on. After arriving in Perth they were to have another five
children.

George was a machinist in the Government Printing Cffice in
Perth and the family lived at No.7 Gordon Street West Perth.
After his schooling Tom did an apprenticeship as a shipwright
and eventually began his own business. His apprenticeship was
carried out under the supervision of the Master Shipwright,
George McCarter at the works near William Street.
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Tom carried out his beoat building in Mill Street and
concentrated on yachts and small river craft. His yachts were
well built and fast and won many races for their owners and
he became a very popular builder amongst the vyachting
fraternity.

Tom’s residence was in Gordon Street, South Perth.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Yachting and MotorBoat Annuals, 1902-1913.
Persconal interview with descendants.
City of South Perth, rate books.

RAPSON, Joseph, cf Fremantle.

This man is the regigtered builder of a pearling schooner
named "IDAHO", O/No.131628.

She was of 10.65 tons and her dimensions were 33.25 x 11.3 x
4.2 feet, The vessel was registered as No.8 of 1912 but her
date of building is unknown. The ship was built for Emile W
LePocigneur, a pearler from Broome.

By 1934 the wvessgel was owned by the Sunday Island Mission and
on the 26/2/1934 she went aground on a reef off Swan Point.
She was then broken up and abandoned.

References..Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

RENOQUF, Francis, of Fremantle.

There is only one reference to this man and it comes in the
Fremantle City Council rate books where he is listed as a
shipwright from 1887 to 1889.

He lived at Lot 577 Arundel Street in a twe room cottage and
probably worked in an established shipyard as there are no
vegsels recorded ag having been built by him.

References. .Fremantle City Council rate books.

...................

RENNIE, Richard, cf Rockingham.

This man had a boat building business at Pine Beach,
Rockingham and in their local history, the writer assumes
that he was the builder c¢f the lighters "JARRAHDALE" and
"ROCKINGHAM" during 1902/03. It is quite possible that he was
the foreman shipwright in charge of these projects but the
registered builders were Millars Karri and Jarrah Co. (see
Millars)

It is not known if he built any other craft as this is the
only reference we have of this man.

References. .Rockingham Looks Back by the Shire Council.
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...................

REWELL, William, of Perth.

he was born in 1825, the son of George and Jane who arrived
from England in the ship "CARQLINE" on the 12/10/1829 as
servants to Mr Henty.

William did his schooling at the Perth School beginning in
1834. Presumably after finishing his education he went to
work on the river boats, freighting cargo and passengers from
Perth to Fremantle and return as in 1857 he became the owner
of the cargo boat “JANNETTE", license No.24. She was of 8
tons and licensed to carry 54 passengers or cargo with 1 ton
of ballast.

In the same vyear he was examined and received his River
Master’s Certificate of Competency to work in cargo bhoats or
gigs. His certificate, as issued was No. 2.

In the same year he purchased another cargo boat. This one
was named "ELIZABETH" and was 10 tons. Her dimensions were 33
x 12 feet and licensed to carry 70 persons or cargo.

In the meantime he married Sarah Tapper, the daughter of
another well known boat owner and they produced ten children.
In 1860, he upgraded yet again, this time to a 15 ton cargo
boat named "LITTLE EASTERN" which was able to carry 100
passengers or cargo. She was 40 x 11.6 feet.

The family lived at Lot H46 in Perth until 1867 when they
went to Rockingham for a couple of years. returning to Perth
he became a fisherman in 1883 and after two years of being
engaged in that industry he turned to boat building.

He is listed in this trade for four years but as there are no
recorded vessels to his name 1t is assumed that he built
fishing craft or worked as an employee for an established
builder.

References..the Herald Almanac, 1885 to 1889.
Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Government Gazettes.
Perth City Council rate books.

REYNOLDS, R.H., Senior, of Busselton.

He is only listed the once in a directory as a shipwright and
that was in 1898. As there is no record of a registered
vessel being built at Busselton about this period it 1s not
certain what craft he built, if any.

It is possible that he was employed by the timber company at
Quindalup as when vessels arrived there to load a cargo of
timber it was the normal practice for a shipwright to be
employed to fix the dunnage and make a safe stow of the cargo
especially if it was to be carried on deck. Also as the
company owned some lighters he may have been employed in
their maintenance.

References. .W.A. Almanac, 1888.

..................
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RHODES, H, of Claremont.

Another of the mystery men, we know where he worked and the
type of craft that he built but cannot find out anything
about him. His business premises were listed as being at
Victoria Avenue, Claremont.

He built yachts and small craft for use on the river and was
successful encugh to be mentioned in a number of magazine
articles. There are no registered vessels to his credit.

Two craft that we do know that he built are the "UNCLE SAM"
and the "SPRAY", both motor launches of about 25 feet in
length and he was also reported in 1909 to be building a fine
new ferry for public use.

References. .Yachting and Motorboat Annuals, 1902 to 1913.

...................

ROBINSON & NORMAN, of Broome.

This partnership became one of the largest pearling fleet
owners 1in Broome, owning at one time or another more than 20
registered vessels and a host of smaller craft.

It is highly unlikely that the principals of the firm would
have been actually involved in the boat building but they had
their own shipyard at Broome where they were able to slip
their vessels for cleaning and painting.

It is more than 1likely that their Asian labour force built
the two masted schooner "ISOBEL" in 1904. She was of 12.63
tons and had dimensions of 37 x 11.8 x 5.5 feet. Her fate was
that of a lot of others after they had become redundant
during a depression in the pearling industry. She ended up as
a fishing boat working out of Geraldton.

To be eligible for registration the owners had toc be British
Subjects as did the builders so Robinson & Norman as owners
signed the builders form as it was built in their yard.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Builders Certificate for "ISOBEL".

...................

ROSBERG, Hans, (Harry), of Fremantle.

Harry was born in the wvillage of BAhlstad, near Malmo in
Sweden on the 24/6/1879. When his schooling was finished he
was apprenticed to a shipyard in Malmo to become a shipwright
and on completion of his indentures he went to sea as a
ship’s carpenter.

His first ship was the barque "PAULUS" of Malmo and he
"signed on" on the 25/4/1900, {(the Master was Nils Olson).
She was in the timber trade from Scandinavia to Britain and
he stayed with this ship until 3/12/1901.

It is not certain why but he decided to leave Sweden and live
in England and ship out of there. Maybe there was more scope
for adventure. However he made the move and in 1911 he
applied for British naturalization. At the time of
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application he resided at 29 Gill Street, West Hartlepool and
was classed as an Able Bodied seaman and carpenter.

His application was approved, ( No.20257) by Winston Leonard
Spencer Churchill, who at that time was one of the Principal
Secretaries of State. The certificate was signed on 6/6/1911.
He had been sailing on British flag vessels sgince his
discharge from the "PAULUS" and his first ship under the

British flag was the "VOLANT". The next was the "LADY
CONSTANCE", followed by "REMEMBRANCE", "SIDRA", "EVELYN",
"BEN CRUACHAN", "AMERICAN TRANSPORT", "MINAMICHI" and
"KILLELLAN" .

Then came the first world war, in which he continued his sea
service, firstly with the "CORINTHIC", then "SAGAMA RIVER",
"BIRCHGROVE", "OCEANO", which was abandoned after striking a
coral reef in the Maldive Islands in which he lost all his
personal possessions. His last ship during this conflict was
the "WAR CROESIS" which was sunk by the enemy on the
8§/7/1918.

After this he went ashore for four years and worked for
F.O0.Kindberg as a shipwright, at West Hartlepool and belonged
to the Amalgamated Society of Woodworkers, who when he left
gave him an excéllent reference,

In 1922 he again went to sea, this time on the "CYNTHIANA",
"HOOSAC" and the "DOONHOLM" from which he jumped ship when it
arrived at Fremantle.

Hans obtained work readily at the Fremantle shipyards,
including Tilleys, where they built a two masted schooner
named "MANDIS".

Because of his war service Hans was entitled to wear the
British War Medal and Clasp and the Mercantile Marine Medal
and Clasp.

In 1939 he was induced to return to the sea and he joined the
"CAPE OTWAY" a lighthouse tender. His last job at sea was as
ship’s carpenter aboard the Australian ship "KURUMBA" on
which he served from 1940 until 30/8/1942. Once again he
turned to shipwrighting ashore and worked for Bunnings at
their shipbuilding yard on Heirisson Island and at the State
Dockyard in North Fremantle building wooden warships for the

Navy .
References. .Documentry and oral history from his daughters.

ROY, Frank, of Broome.

The little we know of Frank is that in 1880 he was a pearler
at Cossack and in 1881 he went into partnership with Robert
Wrightson in the ownership of the two masted schooner
"HARRIET" which Robert had built. As Frank was a shipwright
himself it 1is logical to suppose that he worked with
Wrightson on the construction of the vessel.

Obviocusly their venture intoc the pearling industry was not a
profitable one as the partnership was dissolved the next year
and Frank went ashore to Cossack and became a merchant.
Sometime around the turn of the century Frank moved to Broome
where his expertise as a shipwright was called upon.

In 1903 he built a two masted schooner of 12 tons named "REX'
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O/No.118537. Her dimensions were 34.75 x 12.25 x 5.5 feet.
She was built for George Littlejohn and Henry Porter, of
Broome, Pearlers. After many changes of ownership she was
sold to Dutch owners in Java on the 29/3/1930.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

RUSSELL, Henry, of Perth and Albany.

Henry was born at York, W.A. on the 13/3/1850 and after his
schooldays were completed served his apprenticeship as a boat
builder.
He is first listed in this role in 1871 and continued through
until 1874 when he moved to Albany. He came back to Perth in
1876 to get married and then went back to Albany some time in
the early 1880’'s.
On the 30/3/1881 Henry placed an advertisement in the
Inquirer saying, "Henry Russell, Boatbuilder, undertakes the
building of sailing boats, cargo boats, racing gigs, yachts
and every description of craft, built in first rate style of
the best workmanship and with despatch.
Boats repaired and painted with neatness and punctuality.
Perth, December 6tCh 1880.
Obviougly this was a slack period in boat building and with
no orders coming in Henry altered his ad to read, Henry
Russell, BRazaar Terrace, Perth. Ruilder, House Decorator,
Painter, Glazier and Paper Hanger. Every description of house
cleaning undertaken promptly.
‘ Perth, April 12th, 1881.
This is a man who was truly adaptable and who was able to
cover every situation in order to make money for his family,
however it appears that the situation didn’t improve in Perth
and so he took his family back to Albany
Up until 1899 he was listed as a boat builder at Albany,
however, he built no registered vessels and he concentrated
on the many fishing c¢raft in the district and also the
pleasure boat market.
On the 7/3/1883 he placed an advertisement in the Albany Mail
stating, "Light boat building in all its branches.
Boats neatly and securely repaired.
Best copper fastenings.
On the beach at the bottom of York Street, Albany.
He was still listed as a boat builder at Albany right up
until 1918,
References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The W.A. Almanacs.
The Herald Almanacs.
The Albany Mail, 7/3/1883.
Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1900 - 1918.
The Inquirer, 20/3/1881, 27/4/1881.

...................

SAITO, S, of Broome.
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This man is obviocusly one of the Japanese workers brought to
Broome under contract to be employed in the pearling
industry.

All we know of this man is that he is the registered builder
of the two masted schooner "HELEN", 0/No.119038, of 12.17
tons. She was built for Thomas B Ellies, of Broome a fleet
owner of some renown with his own camp on the foreshore.

Mr Saito must have obtained Australian naturalization as
foreigners were not permitted to build or own Australian
vaegsels.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Builders certificate for "HELEN".

...................

SADLER, H, of West Perth.

211 we know of this person is that he built a gaff rigged
sailing yacht named "GABRAJ" in 1919. Her name was changed
twice, becoming in turn, "AILSA" and lastly "ALISON MAY".

She was built at West Perth for David Davies, a Dentist, of
Perth for his private use. Nothing is known of her fate.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

SARGENT, Rip, of East Fremantle.

Mr Sargent took over Tom Carrcll’s boat building business in
1926 after Tom’s death. He concentrated his efforts in the
fishing and pleasure boat market.

His residence was the two storey stone building now known as
the Left Bank Cafe and the boatyard was directly in front
across the road.

References. .Fremantle Herald, 18/1/1990.

SASAXTI, Sakutaro of Cossack.

He was born in November 1872 at the little wvillage of Iyo on
the Western side of Shikoku Island, Japan and arrived in
Western Australia in January 1896 as an indentured worker.

As far as i1s known he went straight to Cossack where he
worked as a carpenter and shipwright until at least 1941.

He was probably employed to maintain the pearling craft and
other vessels that used the port of Cossack. He possibly also
built some of the small unregistered craft in the pearling
industry.

Reference. .Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1917 - 1925,

..................
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SAWLE, J.S. of Broome.

This man was a shipwright who was engaged in 1903 to build a
two masted schooner. After launching she was named "WILLIAM",
0/N0.119022 and was of 12.44 tons.

She was built for Bramar Moidin, of Broome, a pearler, who at
various times owned a number of luggers. The "WILLIAM" was
broken up during 1924.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

SHATTELL, Albert W, of Perth.

This man was born in England during 1840 and served his
apprenticeship as a shipwright and boat builder. In 1866 he
was charged and convicted in the Central Criminal Court in
London with the crime of Arson with Intent.

He was sentenced to ten years transportation and arrived at
Fremantle on the transport "NORWOOD"™ on the 14/7/1867,
(No.9563) . He received his ticket-of-leave on the 20/1/1871.
During his working life in Western Australia he worked as a
shipwright, carpenter, boat builder and waterman at both
Perth and Fremantle. He most probably was employed in the
established vyards as there are no known vessels directly
attributable to him.

Albert died of a fever at Perth on the 31/7/1875.

Reference. .Dictionary of West Australians, Bond, Erikson.

SHERRATT, Thomas Brooker, of Albany.

He was born on the 20/5/1789 at Guildford, Surrey and came to
King Georges’s Sound on the 18/6/1834 abocard the “JAMES
PATTISON" . Being one of the early pioneers of Albany he held
a number of Government Posts as well as being involved in the
whaling industry.

The first vessel that he built was a 30 ton schooner named
"CHANCE". She was built during 1841/2 on the Kalgan River. As
soon as she was completed he commenced constructing a 200 ton
vessel named the "EMMA SHERRATT". The shipwright employed on
this project was J.0.Peters. (see entry for Peters).

The third vessel built by this enterprising gentleman was the
"WALTER AND MARY", which was built on the King River.

It is doubtful whether Thomas had any personal involvement in
the actual construction of his wvessels as they, in fact are
credited to John Peterg, however some sources say that he was
the builder so he deserves an entry.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
R.W.A.H.S. Early Days Journal, Vol 6, part 2.
Inquirer, 24/8/1841, 29/9/1841, 20/10/1841,
13/11/1844.

...................
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SHIELDS, Henry, of Champion Bay.

He was born in England during 1836 and was an unmarried semi
literate seaman/carpenter serving in the Royal Navy.

In 1860 his ship was at Singapore when he was charged with
disobedience of orders and insubordination. At the Court
Martial he was sentenced to fourteen years transportation and
arrived at Fremantle per the "CLYDE" on the 29/5/1863,
(No.7269) . He received his ticket-of-leave on 12/5/1865 and
his conditional pardon on 25/7/1870 and his conditiocnal
freedom on the 24/11/1874.

He worked at Champion Bay as a boat builder and carpenter and
during his early days at Geraldton he was more than likely
employed by William Garrard building the "MARY ANN" and the
"LASS OF GERALDTON".

By 1866 he was working for himself probably building small
fishing craft as there are no registered vessels known to
have been built by him.

Reference. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson. Bond.

...................

SINPURO, Yamatsu, of Broome.

He 1is the registered builder of the two masted schooner,
"JIMMY", O/No.120038, of 24.15 tons. Her dimensions were 47.6
X 14 x 5.33 feet and she was built for Thomas Clarke, a
pearler from Broome.

The vessel survived until 1918, when under Captain A Anderson
she ran aground on False Cape reef and became a total wreck.
This occurred on the 3/5/1918.

Nothing else is known of the man.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
SLOAN, Alexander W, of Bunbury.

Nothing is known of this man except that he is listed as a
boatbuilder with premises on White Road, Bunbury in 1915.

He probably built yachts and fishing craft and no registered

vessels are attributable to him.

Reference. .Wise’s Post QOffice Directory, 1915,

...................

SMITH, Alfred, of Cossack.

This man is listed as a shipwright at Cossack between 1871
and 1876. As no vessels can be found that have been built by
him it is probable that he constructed the dinghies and small
craft that were first used in the pearl shell industry in the
North-West.
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By 1886 he had moved south to Fremantle and lived at Lot 189
in Norfolk Street where he had a four room cottage.

Again it 1s probable that he gained employment in the
Fremantle shipyards during his 1life there.

References..W.A. Almanac, 1871
The Herald Almanac, 1872 to 1876.
Fremantle City Council rate books.

...................

SMITH, Charles, of Fremantle.

he was born in 1805 and arrived at the Swan River Colony on
the 12/10/1829 on board the "ORELIA" with his uncle. He was
to act as his uncles agent in his dealings in Perth.

In a letter that he wrote to the Coclonial Secretary on
January 22nd 1831 he explains the difficulties he is having
over the sale of his boat "FANNY" to the Lukin Brothers and a
Mr Lamb.

In the terminoclogy of the day it would appear that he built
the craft, however it is ambiguous and the other possibility
is that he brought the vesgssel with him as cargo.

Charles 1left the Colony for the Eastern States on the
24/1/1835 and this is the only record we have of him.

References. .Colonial Secretaries Records.
Dictionary of West Australiang, Erikson.

...................

SMITH, James Lawson, of Perth.

We come now to the man who was the first boat builder in the
Swan River Colony.

By first I mean from the time of the first settlement at the
Swan River. There were other instances of boat building, the
most notable being that of the Dutch, but as they are so well
documented elsewhere I feel that they fall outside the scope
of this work. At Albany alsoc between 1826 and 1829 there were
at least three cases of shipwrights work being carried out
but in the history no names are mentioned and the persons
concerned are referred to as convicts or soldiers.

James was recruited by Captain Stirling from the Royal Naval
Dockyard at Deptford, near London and arrived at the Swan
River Colony aboard the "PARMELIA" on the 1/6/1829 as the
official Government Boat Builder. As part of the ship’s cargo
there was a schooner-in-frame. In-frame means that the vessel
is in pieces and is then rebuilt, rather like a giant jig-saw
puzzle. Captain Stirling, in fact ordered two to be brought
out to the Colony to be used as transports and for
exploration duties, however with space on the 4YPARMELIA" at
an absoclute premium one had to be left behind.

On arrival the settlers were landed on Garden Island along
with all the stores for the new settlement and placed under
the care of Mr Morgan, Colonial Storekeeper.
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The "PARMELIA" touched bottocm on the reefs coming into
Cockburn Sound and as a result James was instructed to
inspect the vessel for damage. In his report he states,

"I visited the "PARMELIA" with a view to ascertain the injury
she sustained and to determine the practicality of repairing
such damage and as far as judgement guided by experience will
direct, have to report to you the result of my inspection.”
After inspecting the wvessel thoroughly he found minimal
damage and that could be rectified by heaving her down, which
is what was subsecguently occurred.

When Captain Stirling set out his wvarious departments he
initially placed James Smith under the control of the Harbour
Master and in his report for the month of July 1829 he
states, "a report of the mechanics employed in the Harbour
Master’s Department during the month of July 1829.

James Smith, Boat Builder, from 27th to 30th.

Stephan Knight, Carpenter, from 27th to 30th.

At work on the boat sent out in frame.™

In the Ceclonial Surgeon’s report of the same month, Charles
Simmons, M.D. states that on the 14th of July, Stephan
Knight, aged 23 cut his right ankle with an axe, this cut
healed favourably owing to the gcood state of the man’s
health.

In the August report both men were still employed on the
schooner, with James working on it for the full month and
Stephan only spending the first week on the project.
Similarly for the month of September James was fully employed
on the building of the schooner.

On October the 4th 1829 Mr Morgan submitted his account to
the Colonial Secretary for purchases made on behalf of the
Harbour Master’s Department. This account was for spars,
planks, rope, blocks, etc in fact all the items necessary for
boat building. He also purchased a stove, a long boat and a
gig, (from the "GEORGIANA") and two barrels of tar, and he
hired a barge for the purpose o©of unloading the ship
"THOMBSON" for twelwve days.

On the back of this document is a notation, {in terrible
handwriting) which appears to say that the man proposed to
work the pilot boat 1is unacceptable because he is a boat
builder. It goes on to say that the man is to be employed
diligently in repairing the whaleboats and in completing the
flat, (barge), after which he is to go to Garden Island to
work under the Becat builder. Unfortunately no names were
mentioned but as there were only two other persons, besides
Smith, who were qualified boat builders it has to have been
either Joseph Key or William Hugh Edwards. It was probably
Joseph Key as he went straight intc Government Service on
arrival.

On the 26th of 2April 1830 James and his wife were still
living at Garden Island and on this day he requested that his
wages for the past quarter be paid to Mr Morgan. James, as
did many others, swapped their wages for food and other
necesgities at the Government stores. Even though most of the
settlers had moved to Perth, Fremantle and inland the stores
department was still being 1run from Garden Island and
continued to be until 1832,

On the 28/6/1830 Henry Revely wrote that Mr Trigg agrees to
furnish the planks required for the schooner and the lining
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of the church at the rate of 4 pence per foot for a 7 inch
wide plank, the price increasing with the width in
proportion.

On the 28th of November 1829 H.M.S. SUCCESS ran onto a rock
near Carnac Island and was badly damaged. She was taken down
to Careening Cove at the South end of Garden Island for
repairs, which tock almost a year. The report concerning this
quite amazing feat of ingenuity and workmanship is hereby
transcribed, in part,

"that we have carefully and minutely examined the whole of
the new work at present in a finished state, which we find in
guantity as follows.

The whole of the main keel.

Great part of the stem and stern post

Portions of the fore and after dead wood and consisting of 85
feet in length and 5 feet in depth and about 733 feet of
planking on the larboard side.

And that we are unanimous in our opinion, that every care and
attention has been paid by the director of the work, Mr James
Lawson Smith, ably and diligently assisted by Mr Lewis,
carpenter of the "SUCCESS", in the fitting and fastening of
the timbers and the planks and that the work itself appears
to have been executed in a durable and workmanlike manner,
etc."

The letter was signed by two Naval Captains and others and is
a tribute to these men’s prowess considering the primitive
conditions they laboured under.

In the estimates of the sums required to defray the charges
of the settlement in 1831, James Smith received the sum of &
shillings and 3 pence per day for his labour.

By the 30/4/1831 James and his wife had removed from Garden
Island to Perth where he established the Government Shipyard
under Mt. Eliza. The schooner that had been brought out in-
frame was abandoned and left lying on the stocks on the
Island and another commenced at the new shipyards, (which
later became the "LADY STIRLING", see W.H. Edwards)

In an interesting letter dated 30/4/1831 Richard Wells
writes, "I beg leave to submit for His Excellency’s
consideration, whether the work of the schooner he is having
built, might not be expedited and to advantage by having the
timber hauled to the top at the edge, over above where they
are building and there cut up, which would be under the eye
of the shipwright superintendent. With His Excellency’s
approbation I would undertake the supply of the timber in the
round and also find sawyers, subject to the directions of the
Government Boat Builder. I shall be happy to receive any
communication on the subject at your convenience, etc."

June 1831 saw James hard at work on the schoconer and on the
15th he wrote to the Colonial Secretary thus,

"Sir, enclosed are my salary abstracts, which I beg to
transmit to you, where the error of one farthing, I hope, 1is
credited.™

On the 6éth of September 1831, James writes, "Sir, in
returning the accompanying letter sent for my perusal I avail
myself of the communication to acgquaint you for the
information of His Excellency that if anything has been done
to merit the views which Rear Admiral Owen have been pleased
to take of the repairs of the "SUCCESS" its entirely owing to
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the support and encouragement dgiven by the Governor and
Captain Jervoise, in conjunction with such support mnothing
can be too difficult and the approbation of such personages
as the Lieutenant Governor and Rear Admiral, Sir Edward Irwin
is the greatest satisfaction an individual may expect, whose
only object was to do his duty, signed J.L. Smith.™

The next letter written by Smith is dated 2/11/1831 and the
significance of the letter is this, it was addressed from,
"Boat Building Place, near Mt Eliza". The letter itself
refers to his accounts and in that respect is relatively
unimportant. The importance of this document lies in the
heading. It is I believe, an indication that the Government
Shipyard is the same location as that which was occupied by
Mews and Cox at a later date, namely Lots L.33 and L.34 which
today are gituated on Mounts Bay Road on the site of the old
Brewery on the corner of Spring street.

The next document we have concerning James Lawson Smith‘s
boat building is one dated 11/2/1832 and is possibly the most
important of all, as it is headed, "COLONIAL BOAT BUILDERS".
The left hand page is headed :- -

Of the value of the remaining stores to be placed against the
expenses on the opposite side :-

5 1bs of Green paint. 17/6
10 lbs of Black paint 1/05/0
2 1lbs of whiting 2/0
small piece of leather. 2/0
96 feet of inch board 16/0
37 feet of 1 1/4 inch board 1/07/9
24 feet of 4 inch quartering 5/0
56 feet of 3 by 5 1/10/0
28 feet of 2 1/2 by 4 7/0
7 feet of 3 by 4 3/6
8 feet of 4 by B8 5/6
19 feet of 6 by 9 10/0
14 feet of 5 by 5 8/0
168 feet of 1 3/4 by 1 3/4 4/04/0

No.2 x 3 inch crooks for floors, or hooks or knees.

several strips of boards, some inferior.

planks, as used for staging/

4 paint brushes.

The tight hanéd page is headed :-

Of works completed, and in progress from 7th of February 1831
to 11th of February 1832.

Completed,

Boat Builder‘’s Residence, 120/00/0
Carpenter’s Residence, 50/00/0
Blacksmith’s Residence, 60/00/0
Boat House, 60/00/0
Smith’s Shop, 50/00/0
Clearing away and laying blocks for vessel, 13/00/0
Repairs to Governor’s Gig, 6/00/0
Trusses for gcaffolding, 10/00/0
Stools for carpenters, 2/10/0
Repairs of Moor’s boat, 1/07/0
"HELEN", colonial vessel, false keel, etc., 15/07/6
Temporary accommodation ladder for vessel, 3/00/0
Ladder for house building, 2/10/0

Repairs of Governor‘s Gig, 38/00/0
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In progress :-
A vessel of 25 tons in Butchuck state, 1/2, 221/08/0
signed, James L Smith, Boat Builder.

From the foregoing accounts it can be seen that most of the
year was spent in establishing the shipyard and in providing
accomodation for himself and his workers and yet there was
still time to half complete the vessel.

In the last 1line is the term Hutchuck. After a lot of
searching through old dictiocnaries 1t turned out to be
obscure American shipbuilding terminology and means a vessel
framed but not planked. As well as his Government work James
also undertoock private contracts, probably with the sanction
of the Government, as apart from Moor’s boat that he repaired
as listed in the above accounts he also repaired a vessel for
a Mr Willis, for which he received 10 pounds in March 1832.
From the time James arrived at Fremantle his health had been
slowly declining and by March 1832 it had got to the stage
where he earnestly desired to return to England as he feared
that his death would be imminent if he had to endure the heat
of another summer in the Colony.

On the e6th of March 1832 James wrote to the Colonial
Secretary saying that instead of a daily stipend the Governor
had agreed to pay him at the rate of a pound per ton for the
building of the schooner and that he would also grant him an
extra allowance. I find this a strange letter as being a
Government employee and head of his own department he was
working on a fixed salary and yet it seems as though he was
able to negotiate the terms of his agreement. What is even
more strange about the foregoing is that on the very same day
he again wrote to the Colonial Secretary saying, "I received
vesterday, your letter dated 1st inst and will accept with
thankfullness a passage to England in Her Majesty’s Ship,
"SULPHUR" .

As the climate will not permit me to remain in the Colony
will the Governor be pleased to allow me the favour of a
grant of land to give to some of my family to cultivate for
me and with respect to an allotment I hold at Perth will
Government be pleased to reserve it for me or allow me to
sell it."

James came out to the Colony with his wife, Sarah, of whom we
know nothing and in this letter is an indication that other
relatives came here as well. There were other Smiths in Perth
and Fremantle at this time but whether they were his
relatives, who knows!

By the 30th of May 1832 James was preparing to depart for
England and part of his preparations was to give an account
of stock in hand. As mentioned, part of his establishment
involved a blacksmith shop and on this day he sent in an
inventory, part of which reads, 2 iron hooks for forge, 1
anvil, 4 sledge hammers, 1 head hammer, 6 cold chisels, 7
nail tools, 14 rubbers and £files, 6 pairs of tongs and
various pieces of iron.

Because of his alleged condition the Governor required
medical evidence before he would grant James leave to return
to England. As time was getting short and the H.M.S. SULPHUR
was preparing to sail James wrote to the Governor on the
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13/6/1832 regquesting a clearance to depart and also asking
for a certificate of conduct and discharge. He also enclosed
his medical certificate as follows, "We hereby certify that
James Lawson Smith, Colonial Becat Builder, has been suffering
for some time from chronic dysentery, accompanied by general
debility which renders him incapable of attending to the
duties of his situation. We recommend that he may be
permitted to return to England as the most certain means of
re-establishing his health, signed, J. Lyttleton, Surgeon.
W.Milligan, M.D. Ass Surgeon, 63rd Regiment.
On the next day Smith wrote again, this time requesting an
order to be received on board His Majesty’s Ship SULPHUR. As
he says, "I should then be under the eye of medical attention
and the change may be productive of change in my complaint".
The following day, 15/6/1832, James wrote that having applied
for his discharge he would like to hand over the stores and
equipment at the Government Shipyard. He also says that he
hag incurred expenses in doing up the Government premises in
which he resided and asks to be reimbursed to the sum of 10
pounds .
Apparently a misunderstanding arose over the terms of his
discharge from service in Western Australia. When James was
first selected to join the pioneering party on the "PARMELIA"
he had Eransferred from the Nawvgl Deskyard to the €Colomial
Service and as he was returning to England he wished to
transfer back, as he put it in his letter of 3/7/1832, "I beg
to be understood that I never intended for a moment to
separate myself from His Majesty’s Service. A service in
which I have spent the best part of my life, but wished to be
sent or transferred from one branch of the service to
another. I most humbly ask then to be furnished with such
documents as may be necessary to ensure my service in
England."”
James was duly given his documentation and permission to
return to England on the H.M.S5. V'SULPHUR" amd the final
information we have of him is a letter written from Capetown
on the 15/10/1832 whilst on his way to England, in which he
says that the house with some things belonging to him was
left in the care of a man named Ellis and that as he was now
out of the Colony and had no further interest in it he
consigns the lot to the Government to do with as they wished.
I hope he made it back and had a long life!!!
As a footnote, the two vessels begun but not completed by
Smith both lay on the stocks in the half finished state until
sold by auction in September 1835 to Captain Daniel Scott,
Harbour Master at Fremantle for the sum of 40 pounds. Rather
strange as the Government had been rejecting higher offers in
the previous year, as can be seen from the letter of Anthony
Curtis, who wrote on the 6/8/1834, "I applied to the
Government for the sum of thirty pounds, salvage for
recovering the Challenger Buoy, in lieu of which claim I beg
leave to request the Government will give to me the ribs of a

small vessel lying now on Garden Island". The offer was
rejected.

On 8/10/1834 David Dring writes a very interesting letter as
follows, "having made enguiry of the shipwrights and other

parties experienced 1in these matters they state that the
vessel in guestion is not worth more than 40 pounds. I should
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not like to give more than her value and I calculated it in
this way. Boatbuilding and all shipwrights work here has been
done at 50 per cent on the London prices. The London
shipwrights prices for building such a vessel, merely the
hull and roughtree rail is 2 pounds 10 shillings per ton,
putting 50 per cent on that price will bring it up to the
Colonial wvalue, wviz, 3 pounds 15 shillings per ton. The
vegsel referred to is not above 25 tons, therefore when her
hull is finished should not exceed ninety four pounds at the
Colonial rate. The vessel will at least regquire 30 pounds
worth more timber to finish her besides labour."

David’'s offer was rejected as the Government was insisting
that it wanted 100 pounds for just that hull alone, yet less
than a year later both hulls were sold for 40 pounds.
Governments work in mysterious ways!!!

Referencee. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

The first five hundred, R.W.A.H.S.

Colonial Secretaries Records as follows :-

Vol, 1/125, 2/10, 2/63, 4/92, 6/110, 6/157, 7/73,
7/94, 12/33, 13/169, 14/18, 14/29, 14/101,
14/154, 15/83, 15/1%5, 16/44, 20/7, 20/82,
20/113, 21/7, 22/132, 22/140, 22/142, 22/167
23/61, 24/146, 33/74, 35/76.

...................

SQOBEY, Samuel, » of Perth.

Samuel was born in 1842 and at the age of 21 was an unmarried
carpenter when he was charged and convicted with the crime of
extortion.

He was sentenced to eight years transportation and arrived in
Western Australia on the 10/8/1865 aboard the transport
"RACEHORSE", (N0.8429). He received his ticket-of-leave on
the 7/12/1869 and his conditional freedom, 28/8/1872.

He 1is known to have worked in various places, including
Perth, Fremantle and the Vasse as a general servant and a
boat builder. Presumably he worked for established vyards or
on contract as there are no records of any craft built by him
in his own right.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
SPRINGMAN, &, of Bunbury.

This man‘s premises were on Austral Parade, Bunbury in 1924
and he possibly built small fishing craft and boats for the
pleasure market. There are no records of any craft built in

his own name.

Reference. .Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1924,

...................
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STOREY, David James, of Fremantle.

David was born on the 31/7/1845, the son of William and Eliza
and after he had finished his schooling went into an
apprenticeship as a shipwright. He sometimes called himself
Smith because there were convicts in the colony with the
name Storey and he was embarrassed by them. He was married in
1867 to an Elizabeth Curran and they were to have seven
children.

In 1868 he built the two masted schooner "MARY", O/No.61087
of 48.5 tons. Her dimensions were 65.6 x 17 x 7.6 feet and
she wasg built for W & G Pearse, traders of Fremantle. she
ended her days at Lockville on the 5/6/1879 when she dragged
her anchors during a severe gale and went ashore.

The next vessel wasgs the 9"GYPSY", a cutter, 0/No.61095 of
37.25 tons. Built in 1870 for W.D. Moore of Fremantle she had
a long life and many years later she was 1in the pearling
industry but nothing is known of her fate.

In the Inquirer of 3/1/1873 an article reads thus :-

"we continue to add to the number of the fleet of pearling
craft at our North-West Coast fisheries, a number which it is
feared however, will not increase, but decrease, on the
recent enactment which has been passed exacting a tonnage fee
on these craft, coming into effect at the beginning of next
year.,

A new and handsome schooner of about 26 tons burthen
belonging to the enterprising pearl shell speculator, Godfrey
C Knight, was launched from the building yard of Mr Storey,
last week. The "PEARL", for such is the name of the new
craft, is now fitting out for sea and will sail for Shark’s
Bay about the end of the present month, taking passengers and
cargo. The building of this wvessel is also credited to
Charles Watson, who worked in the same yard and put his name
to the for sale advertisements.

Next came "LILLY OF THE LAKE", 0/No.61108, a two masted
schooner of 26 tons. Her dimensions were 58 x 15.9 x 7 feet
and she was built for John Lewis, a Fremantle Storekeeper.
She gank in Exmouth Gulf during a cyclone in December 1875.

In his capacity as a master shipwright David, who called
himself James, was called upon by George Forsyth, Fremantle
Harbour Master, to inspect the cutter "GEM" which had been
built at Coweg, Isgle of Wight in 1835. It was proposed that
the Government purchase the wvessel for use as a revenue
cutter. The survey was very thorough and James received two
guineas for his efforts.

Another wvessgsel that David built was the "BROTHERS", O/No.
72481, a topsail schooner of 49 tons. She was built for
Edward and Mary Higham, Storekeepers of Fremantle. she
disappeared without trace after sailing from Esperance bound
for Fremantle on the 12/7/1878.

He ventured into powered vessels in 1876 when he built the
screw sSteamer "START", O/No.75282 of 52.46 tons. Her
dimensiong were 77.58 x 17.6 x 7.17 feet. Hers was an
ambitious project for Western Australia and her tragic end
came in August 1878 when bound for Fremantle from Melbourne
she disappeared without trace and with the loss of all on
board off the South Coast.
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Next came "JANET", O/No.75302, built in 1877/78 of 211.32
tons. She was a three masted schooner of 120 x 23.9 x 10.8
feet. He retained ownership of this wvessel but later took in
two partners. She was wrecked on Transit Reef off Rottnest
Island on the 11/12/1887. At the time of her launch she was
proclaimed to be the largest vessel ever built in the colony
and was intended to be placed in the intercolonial trade. She
was launched on the 25/2/1878

Then there was "WILLIE", O/No.75306, a two masted schooner of
29.94 tons built in 1879. Once again he was the owner until
taking in partners. After many changes of ownership she was
wrecked at Cygnet Bay on the 7/2/1900.

Lastly there was the "PIONEER", 0/No.75314, of 21 tons built
in 1883. She was a two masted schooner built for Charles
Crowther, a Merchant from Carnarvon. Nothing is known of the
vessels fate.

From The Morning Herald of 16/4/1883 we read of the launching
of this wvessel, Mr Storey, boat builder, of Fremantle
launched from his yard a handsome little schooner of 24 tons
to the order of Mr Crowther of Carnarvon.

She is chiefly intended for lighterage duty at the Gasc01gne
and is admirably suited to her object, being of considerable
carrying capacity at the same time she has light draught. Her
length is 55ft, her beam 14ft and she has a carrying capacity
of 40 tons with a draught of 4 feet.

The christening ceremony was performed by Miss Fothergill,
her name being the "PIONEER". This is a very well chosen name
as she is the first vessel of the kind constructed for such
work as she 1s intended to perform at the Gascoigne district.
Undoubtedly there were others as well as there are so many
vessels built in those days of which research has yet to
discover the builder.

David’s premises were located at Lot 161 Fitzgerald Terrace,
now Marine Terrace, where he had his house and shipyard, next
door on Lot 160 he had the Smithy and shipwright’s shop.

References. .W.A. Almanac, 1871.
Fremantle Times, 2/5/1919, 16/5/1919.
Unfinished Voyages, Vol 2 Henderson, U W A Press.
Ad in the Herald Almanac, 1878.
The Herald Almanac, 1873 to 1889.
Dicticonary of West Australians, Erikson.
Fremantle City Council rate books.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 800/31.
The Morning Herald, 16/4/1883.

ooooooooooooooooooo

SPRATT, Deverick, of Mandurah.

This man emigrated from Cork, Ireland with his parents and
arrived at Fremantle aboard the "VICTORY" on the 24/3/1854
when he was 12 years old. The family settled for a while at
Mandurah and it was there that Deverick tendered to repair
the Mandurah Ferry in 1863. His tender was successful and was
announced in the Government Gazette on the 10/11/1863.

This appears to have been his only venture into the ship
wrights trade, as shortly afterwards he became a police
constable, like his father, until he retired to Wagin.
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References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Government Gazette, 10/11/1863.

...................

STREETER & MALE, Ltd, of Broome,

This firm was one of the largest of the pearling concerns
operating out of Broome and consequently established a boat
repair and refitting yard on the banks of Dampier Creek.

The firm built a number of pearling schooners at their yard,
however these were at a later date than 1929 and therefore
fall outside the scope of this book, but, as the vard was
fully occupied in repairing their fleet of vessels during the
layup periods it is not outside the realms of reason to
suppose that the shipwrights weren’t building dinghies and
other small craft in the slack periods.

Most of the shipwright staff were Asiatics brought to Broome
under contract, as were the pearling crews.

References. .History of the North-West of W.A.
Register of British ships, Australian Archives.

-------------------

SUTTON, Henry, of Mandurah.

All that is known of this man is that he was contracted to
repair the Mandurah Ferry boat for three pounds and also to
repair the jetty on the Peel Town side of the Murray River
for seven pounds. Presumably he was a carpenter by trade.

Reference. .Government Gazette, 18/2/1856.

SUTTON, Herman, (Harry) of Perth.

Claes Herman Sutton was born on the 22/4/1867 and arrived at
Perth during 19508.

He had served as a pilot in Scandinavian waters and during
this period he married Klara Soderberg in Sweden in 1897.
They decided to emigrate and first went to Sydney where they
stayed a number of years before heading to Kalgoorlie and the
goldfields. Leaving there for Perth he teamed up with John
Olsen and founded the firm of Sutton & Olsen, Boatbuilders
and Ferry Owners.

They were the owners of the famous "VAL" fleet of ferries,
some of which were, "VALFREDA", "VALTHERA", "VALDEMAR",
"VALDAVIA", "VALDURA", "VALHALB", "VALDANA" and "VALTHORA".
Two of these ferries ended up in Egypt during the second
world war running on the River Nile.

Whilst most were built by the company a couple of them were
built by the contractors Asquith and Lawrence.

After his death on the 27/9/1922 the fleet of vessels were
sold, some to Swan River Ferries, now Transperth, and others
to private buyers such as Tilleys.
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Harry‘s place of abode was lot 97 Suburban Road, now Mill
Point Road, South Perth.

References..W A Yachting and Motor Boat Annuals, 1902 - 1913,
City of South Perth, rate books.

...................

SWAN RIVER SHIPPING Co. of Perth.

During the mid 1850’s steam came to the Swan River in the
shape of vessgels such as the "SPECULATOR", "LES TROIS AMIST,
"LADY STIRLING" and "FRIENDS". At about the same time a
company was formed by the enterprising gentlemen named George
Randell and Stephan Knight.

Randell-Knight & Co. went into ship owning with the purchase
of the 1little steamer "PIONEER" in 1857 thus laying the
foundation for the most successful of our early shipping
companies. Other vessels owned and operated by the company
were :- "LADY STIRLING", "YFRIENDS", "VENUS", "TRIBUNE", "CITY
OF PERTH", "ADVANCE", "TRANSIT", "ENCHANTRESS" and "FLORENCE"
The company then changed its name to the Swan River Shipping

Co and under this guise owned :- "CLYO", "WARRANEEN",
"AWHINAT, "PELSART", "MOLLY", "ENTERPRISE", TEMU",
"GAREENUPR", "AMY", "GUILDFORD", "LENNETT", "NORIMBA",
"EAGLE", "ADVENTURE", "DRAGONT", "PYTHON", "JTARRAHDALE",

"ROCKINGHAM", "ALBATROSS" and "WYQLA".

This company maintained its longevity by only doing what it
knew best and cthat was lightering cargo from ships at anchor
to and from Fremantle and Perth and maintaining a regular
passenger service between the two towns along with their
regular weekend excursion trips.

All of the above vessels are passenger steamers, tugs and
barges and with one exception were built by builders such as
the Lawrences, Mews and Asquith.

The exception is the "WARRANEEN", a twin screw steam vessel
of 34.35 tons. Her dimensions were 105 x 21.5 x 6.17 feet and
was built at Perth during 1897 by the company for themselves.
She only operated on the river for three years as she was
sold to the Newcastle and Hunter River Steamship Co on the
20/8/1900 and her registry was transferred to Sydney.

The offices of the company were on Lot 1%, St George’s T'ce
and their shipyard was on Bazaar Terrace just to the West of
William Street.

It is more than probable that the company used contract
labour to construct the vesgel and that W & S Lawrence had a
major part in the work.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
SWEENEY, Jamesg, of Perth.

James was born in June 1792 and was a married ship’s
carpenter when he was convicted at Carnarvon, Wales, in 1847

of uttering counterfeit coins. Having a previous conviction
he was sentenced to fifteen years transportation.
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He arrived on the first of the convict ships the UYSCINDIAN"
on the 1/6/1850, (No.15), and received his ticket-of-leave on
the 10/12/1850.

James went to Perth where he was 8elf employed, hiring
himself out tc the Perth shipyards. On the 23/10/1853 he died
of a perforated ulcer.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.

SWEETMAN, Bros, of Fremantle.

These three brothers, Benjamin Tolfrey, Henry John and Walter
James were the sons of Thomas and Emma, (nee Mould). Benjamin
was born 8/7/1857, Henry 1835 and Walter 25/5/1855%. Their
father was a schoolmaster at Guildford, Chief Clerk in the
Convict Department, a Publican, a Trader and Watchmaker, a
varied career. For some reason he became disenchanted with
the colony and he and his wife departed for South Australia
on board the "LOCHINVAR" in 1857, never to return.
However, the sons remained here 1in the West. Firstly,
Benjamin married Mary Ann Haynes and they had seven children.
He is listed as a beat builder in Fremantle from 1886 to 1889
and later became a storeman at Shenteon & Co.
Henry John married Elizabeth Adams and they were to have
twelve children. He also is recorded as having been a boat
builder from 1886 to 1889, However, there is a reference that
came to light that puts him in the shipwrighting industry a
lot earlier than that as follows.
On the 28/10/1873 the French Barque "EMILIENNE" went aground
at Fremantle during a severe gale. She went on to the rocks
at Arthur’s Head and was at the time considered to be a
wreck. She lay on the rocks until the cargo was removed and a
pump was installed. The vessel was then cleared of the rocks
and towed to the South Jetty where she was berthed for
inspection, Unfortunately this part of the operation was left
too late and she promptly filled with water and sank
alongside.
Posing a problem tc other vessels trying to berth to unload
and load cargo, pumps were again brought on board and Henry
John was given the contract to pump her out and remove her
from the jetty.
He states in his contract, "I the undersigned hereby agree to
pump out the French Barque "EMILIENNE" and place her in the
position specified in notice of today, viz, 200 yards south
west of the watering jetty, (Fremantle) for the sum of three
hundred pounds sterling - amount to be paid in full on
completion of contract.

signed, H Sweetman, shipwright. 12/1/1874."
He carried out his contract and with the help of two of
Randell & Xnights steamboats the Barque was towed to Garden
Island where she was careened and repaired.
Walter Jameg married Emily Keegan and they had five children,
he ig only recorded as a boat builder in 1886 and then he
became a boat owner.
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There are no known craft attributable to these men so it is
assumed that they were all employees of the larger shipyards
in Fremantle,

It is not known where Benjamin lived but Henry John owned
three lots in Fremantle, namely, Lot 473 in High Street, Lot
582 in Fitzgerald Terrace and Lot B27 in Hampton Road.

Walter James lived at Lot B27, Hampton Road in 1883 having
bought the block from his brother.

References,. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanacs, 1886 - 1889,
Fremantle City Council Rate Books.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol. 736/105.

...................

SWEETMAN, Matthew, of Perth.

This man is apparently unrelated to the above as I can find
no family connections.

There 1s just the one reference to his activities and no
boats are known to have been built by him.

Reference. .Dictionary of West Rustralians, Erikson.

...................

SYMERS, Captain Thomas, of Albany.

Thomas was born at Brechin, County Angus, Scotland in 1787
and at the age of 14 joined the East India Company as an
apprentice ship’s Officer and rose to become the second
officer on the "BLENDON HALL" when she was wrecked on a reef
off Tristan De Cunha during 1821. The survivors suffered six
months of extreme hardships before being rescued and taken
back to India.

He was to build his own vessel the "CALEDONIA" at Coringa,
India in 1824. She was a Barque of 189 tons and during the
next 10 years he traded all over Asia and the Australian
Colcnies.

In 1830 he married Mary Johnson at Madras and in 1834 they
sailed for Hobart to look for land to purchase. While they
were there a cousin, Will Symers took command of the vessel
and during a voyage from Mauritius stopped at King Georges
Sound for wood and water. When he met up with Thomas at
Hobart he gave a glowing account of the land surrounding
Albany and induced Thomas to return there and take up land.
Having established himself and his family at Albany Thomas
began to explore the south coast and was to gurvey five safe
anchorages.

With whales abounding in the southern waters just off the
coast Thomas decided to compete with the Americans who were
dominating the industry and began building a 50 ton schooner
on the banks of the Xalgan River. At this time it is not
known what the name of this wvessel was or her fate.

In 1839 his ship "CALEDONIA" was blown ashore at Fremantle in
a September gale and badly damaged. To add to his woes his



Photo by Greenham & Evans] EAGLE., . [Bunbury.
A BUNBURY PUBLIO SgRVICE LAUNCH.
Designed and built by Taylor Bros., Bunbury. Equipped with 8 h.p. Eagle engine.
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investments in the ill-fated "VILLE DE BORDEAUX" was to prove
extremely costly and litigation was carried on for years.
Thomas Symers returned to Albany in 1843 and began building
another vegsel. She was to be a schooner of 70 tons. Being in
financial difficulties the building was a stop start affair
and in 1849, still not fully completed, he tock in two
financial partners to finish the building.

Almost immediately though the partners began quarrelling with
each other and the vessel was towed to Oyster Harbour where
she lay at anchor until she just rotted away and
disintegrated.

It is not certain that Captain Symers actually did any of the
construction work himself or left it all to his contractors,
however he, in various reports is credited as the builder.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Unfinished Voyages, Vol 1, Pp 231, Henderson.
Early Days Jourmnal, Vol 4, Part 5, Captain Symers
at Albany, by Rhoda Glover.

...................

TAYLOR, Bros, of Bunbury.

The only two vessels known to have been built by these
brothers were the Public Hire Launch "OLIVE" which they built
during 1907 to ply in the waters around Bunbury and up the
Collie River. Her dimensions were 21.6 x 4.10 feet.

The other vessel was also a Public service launch and named
the "EAGLE". She was designed and built at Bunbury during
1906/7 and was powered by an 8 H.P. Eagle engine. From the
photograph of her the dimensions appear to be similar to the
"OLIVE".

As they had quite an extensive hire boat business operating
for the benefit of the holidaymakers it is assumed that they
alsc built their own dinghies and yachts.

References. .W.A. Yachting and Motorboat annuals, 1902 - 1913.

TAYLOR, William Alfred, of Broome.

Nothing of a personal nature is known of this man except that
he was a pearler, resident in Broome. In 1903 he decided to
build his own vessel and to that end he constructed the two
masted schooner "AWK", 0/No.118997. She was of 14.44 tons and
her dimensions were 41.3 x 12.8 x 4.83 feet.

After passing through a number of owners she was finally
broken up during 1927.

This is the only known vessel attributed to him although it
is possible that the vessel was actually built by Asian
labour with his finance.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................
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TERRY, Henry, of Perth.

All we know of this man is that he arrived in the Colony on
the 20/1/1830 aboard the "MINSTREL".

He only came to light because of a court case in which an
Indian native named Habib was accused of stealing a pair of
compasses from Terry the boat builder.

Habib was brought before the court on the 4/6/1834 and the
magistrate was Mr H., McKie. Habib was sentenced to three
months imprisonment with hard labour and three dozen lashes
in front of the gaol during that period of incarceration.

In 1837 Mr Terry 1s recorded as being the owner of Lot W 10
in the township of Perth.

It is assumed that Terry was employed by William Edwards as
at that time Edwards was engaged in building a schoomner.

There are no known craft built by this man.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Perth Gazette, 5/7/1834,
Colonial Secretaries Receords, Vol 33/118.

TBEOMAS, Alfred, of Fremantle.

Youngest son of the next subject, he was born in 1864 and in
1886 was listed as a shipwright at Fremantle.

He resided at 17 Cliff Street in a six room dwelling and it
ig assumed that he was employed in one of the shipyards on
South Beach.

No known craft can be found that were built by him.

Reference..Fremantle City Council rate books, 1886-.

THEOMAS, Captain John of Fremantle.

In researching this man who rose from being a woodcutter and
fisherman to Chairman of the Fremantle Town Trust for five
terms I read what he himself had written about his early days
in Fremantle, having arrived 1in the ship "GILMOUR" in
November 1825.

Understandably he glossed over the tragic events which tore
the family apart in 1835. As these events form an important
part in John’s early life it 1is necessary that they be
related albeit briefly.

John was born in Wales in 1814 and with his father, John,
mother, Jennifer and Dbrothers and sisters arrived at
Fremantle as part of Peel’'s grandiose plan. With the failure
of this scheme John, senior, acguired a boat named "JANE" in
1832 and took up fishing as a profession with his son James.
John, djunior, went woodcutting down near Woodman’s Point to
begin with before taking up land with a William Gaze in the
Kelmscott district. On one occasion when they were clearing
land the local aborigines attacked the pair and William was
left with five spears sticking out of his back. John after
gaining their hut and getting his gun, returned to William,
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sawed off the spears and rode for help. The doctor, arriving
next day duly extracted the five spear heads but managed to
cut fourteen blood vessels as well and William died of
mortification.

After this episode John lost his ambitions for a life on the
land and joined his father in their fishing venture. His
father bought another boat named "GYPSEY" which young Jcohn
skippered.

I should make mention here of one of the methods used in the
early days of fishing as it was an important source of food
for the colony.

In general the craft was built like a small catamaran with
deals laid across and a barrel mounted in the centre. The
fisherman stood in the barrel and drifted off shore and then
was blown back ashore in the afternoon!!! Rather a chancy
occupation!!

On the 28th of August 1834 the cutter "CUMBERLAND® sailed
from Fremantle bound for Port Augusta and disappeared. She
had about 20 tons of cargo on board, most of it for the
Busgell family.

In December 1834 six wmen including John Thomas, senior and
his son James left to go fishing at Carnac Island and Penguin
Island. On arrival at the latter one of the party went to the
mainland to do some shooting. When he was picked up in the
evening he informed the others that he had discovered a
wreck. All of the party then went across to the beach and
plundered the cargo that they found strewn about. Knowing
that the wreck was the "CUMBERLAND" and that the cargo was
private property they still failed to inform the authorities
and secreted their booty about Fremantle. When apprehended
they appeared in Court on the 12/1/1835 and all admitted
their complicity.

Five of them were sentenced to transportation, three received
fourteen vyears and the other two, including John Thomas
senior, seven years. In due course they were sent to the
penal settlements at Tasmania. Young Jameg Thomas received a
sentence of six months hard labour to be served in Fremantle.
John Thomas, senior died in Tasmania whilst still a convict
and James later went to Albany where he became a successful
whaling entrepreneur.

The Thomas family family in 1837 were recorded as being the
owners of lots 143 and 570 in the township of Fremantle. Lot
143 1is on the corner of Market and Short Streets and 570 is
on the corner of Parry and Edward Streets.

Returning to John, junior, the main subject of this article,
he and his siblings were left destitute after their father’s
conviction as the Government seized all their possessions
including their boats and even articles owned by others.

John petitioned the Colonial Secretary for the return of his
boat "JANE" which had been given to him by his father so that
he could provide for the family. This was duly granted and so
began the long seafaring association with western Australia.
By 1841 John had built the cutter "VENUS" with which he began
trading to the Leschenault and the Vasse and had purchased
half of lot No.30 in the Fremantle township. This 1is the
third lot in Short street on the east side.

In September 1842 the "VENUS" was blown ashore in a gale but
was got off uninjured, however rumours were put about that
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she was unseaworthy so Captain Thomas had her surveyed and
passed and duly placed an Ad to that effect on the 1/10/1842.
In 1843 John and his brother James entered the river trade
with the acquisition of two cutter rigged vessels named
"NAPOLEON" and "ELIZABETH". The vessels license numbers were
% and 10 respectively.

Captain Thomas, as well as trading on the Coast, alsc traded
in this tiny craft, (the "VENUSY) to the Eastern Colonies and
overseas to Mauritius and Asia.

During 1846 with the increasing wvolume of trade to Asia,
particularly through Singapore, <Captain Thomas established
firm trading links with that ceolony and became the leading
shipper of sandalwood from this colony. In February 1847 his
new ship, the brigantine "EMPRESS" had been built by David
Jones and was ready for trading.

Captain Thomas traded with this wvessel on the Asia run until
1858 when he scld her at Singapore to purchase his last
vessel, the three masted bargque "RCORY O'MORE". After a number
of voyages from Fremantle to Singapore and return she sailed
into a severe tropical cyclone near Christmas Island on the
7/4/1860 and was dismasted. With all hands working
frantically they got up a jury rig and managed to sail the
ship back to Fremantle.

On arrival Captain Thomas found that his wife had purchased a
property near Pinjarra and he then retired from the sea. His
farmhouse was to become the Ravenswood Hotel. He also held
property in Fremantle and became a popular publican in that
town serving it well until his death in June 1907.

References. .Dictionary of west Australians, Erikson.
20th Century Impressions of W.A., P W Thiele & Co
Thomas papers, R W A H S.
History of Fremantle, Hitchcock. 1929.
Inquirer, 5/5/1841, 21/4/1841.
Perth Gazette, 12/1/1835, 7/3/1835, 1/10/1842,
2/1/1847.
Government Gazette, 1/9/1843.
C.S.R., Vol 38/151, 595/195.

-------------------

THOMAS, John, of Nth Fremantle,

Possibly the oldest son of the previous entry, he is listed
as a shipwright from 1881 to 1885.

The first address we have for him was Lot P 27, Perth Road,
Nth Fremantle, then in 1884 he moved to Lot 27 Swan Street,
also in North Fremantle and lastly in 1886 to lot 144 Beach
Street, Fremantle.

It is almoet certain that he was an employee in one of the
building yards and there are no known craft built directly by
him.

References. .Fremantle City Council rate bhooks.
Herald Almanacs, 1881 - 1885.
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THOMAS & MURRAY, of Fremantle.

Presumably the Thomas in this partnership is either Alfred or
John and the Murray is William Murray, (see his entry).

Their only known creation is the two masted schooner "NORMA",
0/No.118518, of 12.71 tons. Her dimensione were 36.5 x 11.6 x
4.8 feet. She was built during 1903 for Recbinson & Norman Ltd
pearlers of Broome and was lost at sea in 1923.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

THOMPSON, Andrew, of Cossack.

He was born on the 24/6/1848 in England and arrived at
Fremantle on the 16/8/1876 per the "DAYLIGHT" from London as
a widower. He had served his apprenticeship as a shipwright
at Newcastle-on-tyne and then at 21 he went to the United
States but soon returned to England and decided to emigrate
to Western Australia.

He must have gone almost immediately to Cossack as he married
Annie Cave there on the 16/3/1881. they had eight children
all born at Cossack where he practised his trade as a
shipwright and his wife ran a boarding house. He also had a
share in the schooner "AMY" pearling out of Cossack.

The family 1left Cossack in 189%1 for Fremantle where they
began a furniture business.

It 1s quite 1likely that he Dbuilt some of the small
unregistered craft that abounded in the pearling industry.

References. .Dictionary of west Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1886 - 1887.

...................

TILLEY, Alfred Ernest, of Fremantle.

Alfred was born at Hobart, Tasmania on the 5/1/186% and
served his apprenticeship with the Hobart shipbuilding firm
of Tilley and Williams.

He then went to Melbourne and carried out some carpentry work
before emigrating to Fremantle in 1896, arriving on the
"BOTHWELL CASTLE".

He began his boat building career at about the turn of the
century and in 1903 built the two masted schooner "FRANCES",
O/No. 117814 of 13.1 tons. Her dimensions were 37.2 x 11.7 X
4.8 feet and she was built for McKay and Richards, pearlers
of Broome. After a change of ownership, the vessel (B.137)
was badly damaged in the cyclone of 27/3/1935. She was then
repaired and was used by the Royal Australian Navy during the
wdr.

He is also credited with building the schooners "LEON" and
"ALEXANDER" Dbut as these were not registered we have no
details of them.

Other vessels that he built were :-

fishing boats, "STELLA", "COLUMBIA" and "SILVER WAVE".
schooners, "MOYANA", "INVINCIBLE", "THOR" and "RIPPLE".
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THOMAS & MURRAY, of Fremantle.

Presumably the Thomas in this partnership is either Alfred or
John and the Murray is William Murray, (see his entry).

Their only known creation is the two masted schooner "NORMA",
0/No.118518, of 12.71 tons. Her dimensione were 36.5 x 11.6 x
4.8 feet. She was built during 1903 for Recbinson & Norman Ltd
pearlers of Broome and was lost at sea in 1923.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

THOMPSON, Andrew, of Cossack.

He was born on the 24/6/1848 in England and arrived at
Fremantle on the 16/8/1876 per the "DAYLIGHT" from London as
a widower. He had served his apprenticeship as a shipwright
at Newcastle-on-tyne and then at 21 he went to the United
States but soon returned to England and decided to emigrate
to Western Australia.

He must have gone almost immediately to Cossack as he married
Annie Cave there on the 16/3/1881. they had eight children
all born at Cossack where he practised his trade as a
shipwright and his wife ran a boarding house. He also had a
share in the schooner "AMY" pearling out of Cossack.

The family 1left Cossack in 189%1 for Fremantle where they
began a furniture business.

It 1s quite 1likely that he Dbuilt some of the small
unregistered craft that abounded in the pearling industry.

References. .Dictionary of west Australians, Erikson.
The Herald Almanac, 1886 - 1887.

...................

TILLEY, Alfred Ernest, of Fremantle.

Alfred was born at Hobart, Tasmania on the 5/1/186% and
served his apprenticeship with the Hobart shipbuilding firm
of Tilley and Williams.

He then went to Melbourne and carried out some carpentry work
before emigrating to Fremantle in 1896, arriving on the
"BOTHWELL CASTLE".

He began his boat building career at about the turn of the
century and in 1903 built the two masted schooner "FRANCES",
O/No. 117814 of 13.1 tons. Her dimensions were 37.2 x 11.7 X
4.8 feet and she was built for McKay and Richards, pearlers
of Broome. After a change of ownership, the vessel (B.137)
was badly damaged in the cyclone of 27/3/1935. She was then
repaired and was used by the Royal Australian Navy during the
wdr.

He is also credited with building the schooners "LEON" and
"ALEXANDER" Dbut as these were not registered we have no
details of them.

Other vessels that he built were :-

fishing boats, "STELLA", "COLUMBIA" and "SILVER WAVE".
schooners, "MOYANA", "INVINCIBLE", "THOR" and "RIPPLE".
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launches, "INVINCIBLE", "UNION", "DAUNTLESS", P"ROCKET 1" and
"SUNBEAM" .
His boat building and boat hire business was on the site of
the present East Street jetty in East Fremantle of which we
have a number of photos.
The boat builders certificate for the "FRANCES" states,
"T Alfred Tilley, shipbuilder at Fremantle do certify that
the sailing vessel "FRANCES" of thirteen tons or thereabouts,
having one deck and two masts, schooner rigged, was built by
me at my yard in the year 1903 on account of Messrs Richards
and McKay of Broome and that I have no further claim on the
vessgel. .

signed, Alfred E Tilley, shipbuilder, 5/6/1903.
At this time Alfred and his family resided at Lot 833 on
Cantonment Road, Fremantle.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Fremantle City Council, rate books.
Fremantle City Library, photo collection.
Western Mail, July 1914, page 24.
Daily News, 17/1/1938.
W A Almanac, 1899.
W A Yachting and motorboat annuals, 1902 - 1913.
Fremantle City Library, local history section.
Battye Library photo collection.
Boat Builders Certificate, Australian Archives.

-------------------

TILLEY, James William, of Broome.

Presumably a relative of the aforementioned Alfred Ernest, he
was a pearler at Broome and at various times owned a number
of schooners, some of which were, "EMPIRE", "NERIAND",
"ENDEAVOURY, "RELIANCE", “FLEETWING" and "BOSSUT".

In 1913 when James took out licenses on the vessels he owned
that year they were "ENDEAVOUR", (B,167), "“RELIANCE", (B.168}
and "BOSSUT", (B.1l69).

To service hig wvessels and others he establigshed a ship
repair business on lot 447 on the banks of Dampier Creek and
received a special lease in January 1903. It was leased for
the sum of three pounds per annum. It is not known whether
any craft were built at this yard but the possibility exists.
Upon James death the ship repair business was sold to Herbert
Kennedy for the maintenance of his fleet.

References. .Broome Museum, special lease agreement.

TURNER, James Augustus, of Busselton/ Cossack.

This family of pioneers arrived at the Swan River Colony on
the 12/3/1830 aboard the "WARRIOR" and as all the good
farming land had already been taken up in the Perth district
they were induced to go to the new district of Augusta.



Janies Woodward Turner, 30/1/71780 - 14/6/1862 (Taken in England, 1847).
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His first venture into shipbuilding was with his father when
they built the schooners "ALPHA" and "BEE", (see next entry)
He is listed as a boatbuilder from 1867 through to 1877 in
Almanacs

He is credited with building coastal vessels such as "FLYING
FOAM" which is incorrect as she was in fact built by William
Jackson. He appears to have had a number of interests as he
was an explorer and surveyor and later was involved in the
pearling industry.

At one stage he resided at Geraldton (1873-1876}) and as there
was a James Turner listed there as a carpenter/shipbuilder in
1873 I think it is probable that it is the same person.

James went to Cossack in 1876 and established a shipwrights
business and apparently died the following year. As there was
another James Turner operating as a shipwright in Cossack
from 1880 through to 1885 it is presumed that this one is a
relative of the former.

There are no known craft attributed to him as a builder
although in the years that he was in business there were many
vessels built that we don’t know who the builders were.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
W A Almanac, 1869 - 1871.
Herald Almanac, 1867 - 1878.
Herald Almanac, 1880 - 1885,

...................

TURNER, James Woodward, of Augusta.

James was born in 1780 in England and arrived per the
"WARRIOR" on the 12/3/1830. With no suitable land available
in the Perth area the family was induced to go further afield
Augusta was chosen and they sailed on the "EMILY TAYLOR" to
found the new settlement in May 1830.

With problems with transportation Turner decided to build his
own ship and in the Inquirer of 18/9/1844 there appeared this
article,

"we rejoice to hear that considerable activity prevails in a
part of the colony which has hitherto attracted but too
little notice, wviz, Augusta. That enterprising colonist Mr
Turner has induced several artisans and labourers to settle
down in his neighbourhood, who have formed an association for
building one or two small craft, in which to carry on a trade
in timber and farm produce with the Eastern Colonies and the
Isle of France. The plan 1is something similar to that
followed by the whalers, each man having a share in the
vessels and profits for his labours, Mr Turner finding them
in provigsions until the profits come in.

One wvessel of 42 tons called the "ALPHA" is already nearly
completed and will take the first trip to South Australia
with timber. So soon as the "ALPHA"™ ig off the stocks another
vessel of 80 tons will be laid down.

We wish Mr Turner and his employees every possible success
and shall be glad to record instances of similar activity and
enterprise in every part of the colony."
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The "ALPHA" when registered in 1844 was 36 tons with
dimensions of 46 x 12.7 x 7.5 feet. She was a carvel built
two masted schooner.

Tom Turner, 1in a letter which slightly contradicts the
account above, states, "Mr Turner with the assistance of his
sons (5) and his only remaining labourer, T Salkild, designed
and dbuilt out of timber locally cut and prepared, a schooner
for their own use."

A description of the launching at Augusta is from a letter
written by Mr Turner and is as follows,

*we commenced launching our vessel on James birthday. She did
not get very far on the way as they had insufficient descent
on them and we were obliged to push her by degrees with our
gseven jacks to get her into the water, which occupied three
days.

We had our colours flying, our piece of ordinance loaded and
fired and all the village folk in attendance.

She wasg named the "ALPHA" with a bottle of wine of your
making and success was drunk to her by all the white
population, wmen, women and children, also two or three
natives and dined on roast beef and Augusta plum pudding and
spent the evening in good harmony".

The other wvessel that Turner is known to have built was the
" BEE 11} .

In the Inguirer of 3/1/1849 an article reads thus,

"a small schooner arrived at Fremantle from Augusta on the
30/12/1848. She is built by Mr Turner, of that place, is of
about 17 tons burthen and is called the "BEE",

This vessel was wrecked in 1849 and the "ALPHA" was wrecked
at Encounter Bay, South Australia in July 1847.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Unfinished Voyages, Vol 2, Henderson.
Inquirer, 18/9/1844, 13/11/1844, 3/1/1849.
R WA H S, Early Days Journal, Vol 7, Part 5.
The schooner "ALPHA", E Watson, P.R.6132 B.IL.

URQUART, William, of Fremantle.

In 1900 this shipwright resided in a rented cottage at lot 42
Wardie Street, South Fremantle and in 1502 had moved to lot 6
Edward street. As no craft are directly attributed to him it
is supposed that he was an employee of one of the larger
shipyards.

Reference. .Fremantle City Council rate books.

Van ZUILECOM, Charles Louis, of Albany.

Charles was an employee of the great shipping company P & O
which ran their fleet of coal burning steam ships from
England to Australia. Requiring coal for the boilers coaling
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stations were set up along the route and one of these was at
Albany. As well as coal, which was transported to Albany in
company vessels and discharged 1into hulks, the vessels
required water.
The coal hulks were moored off the town jetty and so were
handy for their purposes but water was a different matter.
The method originally used was to lower a number of wooden
barrels over the gide, tie them together in a long line, man
the whaleboat and tow them ashore for filling and when filled
row the barely afloat string of barrels back to the wvesgel to
be hoisted aboard. As can be imagined a time consuming and
laborious process.
There was a good spring of fresh water in Frenchman’s Bay but
there was the problem of transporting it across to the
anchorage off the townsite.
P & O decided to bring in their own lighters and two were
brought in 1859. Mr Van Zuilecom was sent by the company to
assemble the four that were brought out from England in 1863.
They were of iron construction and were pre-fabricated before
being shipped out.
His other notable feature as far as shipbuilding at Albany
was concerned was the construction of a Jarrah built floating
drydock. This was the first such facility in Western
Australia and was launched in April 1866 and was still in use
at least until 1906. An unusual feature of the dock was the
installation of a windmill operated pump which removed any
water that leaked in through the doors.
On the 11th of March 1867 Charles was granted lot 338 in the
Albany township on Frederick Street.
In a letter Charles wrote to the Harbour Master at Fremantle
obviously in response to a private query, Charles says,
"Albany, XKing George’s Sound, 2/11/1867.
From what I have seen of the professional abilities of Mr
Morgan in taking vessels in and out of Princess Royal Harbour
I consider him gquite competent to fulfil the duties of Chief
Pilot at this port,

gigned, Charles Van Zuilecom.
The letter gives an indication of his prestige and power in
the port.
After leaving the service of P & O Charles went inland, took
up land and spent the rest of his days farming.

References. .Dictionary of Wesgst Australians, Erikson.
Memories of Maritime Albany, G Del Marshall.
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 593/330.

...................

WAGNER, Charles, of Fremantle.

Nothing is known of Charles career or life in Western
Australia and we only have the one reference in which he
appears as a shipwright.

He lived during 1887 {at least) at lot 623 Russgell Street,
Fremantle in a three roomed cottage and by 1900 he had moved
to a cottage, which he had bought, at lot B 12 in McLeery
Street Fremantle
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He obviously worked at one of the shipyards as an employee
and there are no vessels identified that have been built by
him.

References. .Fremantle City Council, rate books.

...................

WALKER, Charles, of Fremantle.

All we know of Charles is that he came to W.A. from Sydney
where he had been a shipbuilder and had already constructed a
number of smaller craft plus a 135 ton steam vessel named
"ROSE OF SHERON" at that port.

On arrival at Fremantle he set up his yard just to the East
of the mouth of the tunnel under the round house on Bather'’s
Beach and his residence was at lot 18 Tuckfield Street.

The first indication we have of his boat building skills
comes in an article from the Inguirer dated 7/9/1888 and it
reads in part,

"Charles Walker, has launched one of the prettiest models
ever seen here. It was built for Mr Joshua Davies at his
timber yard, for the pearling industry. The dimensions are as
follows, 38ft, keel; 42ft overall; 12ft beam and 5.4ft depth
of hold and will be rigged fore and aft. She is built of
Jarrah, with Karri pine decks, copper fastened and is 14 tons
register.

The finish is equal to that of a yacht and is a credit to
both builder and owner. Those who take an interest in
pearling should wvisit the boat, which is well worth an
inspection. Judging from the style of build she will be a
fast sailing craft and no doubt when put to work will make a
good account of herself."

Unfortunately, at about this time a number of similar sized
vessels were built and on their registration certificates it
gives no indication of the builder. 2a4lso there are no
registered vessels of that era built for a Mr Davies so her
name and fate remain a mystery.

The next reference we have is from the West Australian
newspaper dated 10/7/1889,

"a new lugger, built by Mr C Walker, at Fremantle, has been
finished for Captain Riddell and the craft has been greatly
admired by the numerous pearlers in the town, her dimensions
are 41 x 11 x 4.25 feet. She has been built of Jarrah, Red
Gum and Xarri Pine topsides and decks, copper fastened
throughout."

The third newspaper item identifies that he built two
schooners named "ISABELLA"™ and "QUEEN" however they don't
tally in size or ownership details with the ones written
about. The article states,

"a new lugger has been launched by Mr C walker from his yard
at Fremantle for Messrs Streeter & Co, and, Jjudging by her
appearance it is the best boat this builder has vyet
constructed. Her dimensions are 41 x 11 x 5.5 feet. She has
been built of Jarrah, White Gum and Karri Pine and is copper
fastened. the cabin has been fitted for two, with a handsome
companion, extra finished and wvarnished and with a set of
small windows on hinges, thus giving ample means of
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ventilation. This 1s a new introduction in boats of this
description built at Fremantle.

There are also several minor improvements in the lugger that
will be of the utmost utility to those in charge of her.

As the lugger lay alongside the North Jetty getting her deck
fittings she was greatly admired for her beautiful model and
general workmanship and it i1s asserted that this new addition
to the fleet would prove equally as smart as the other boats
sent from this builder.

Mr Walker has received two new orders from the pearling
grounds for luggers fore and aft rigged, a style of rig
originated by him in building the "ISABELLA" and "QUEEN", the
first two boats with this rig built at this port and who have
proved to be such fast boats. This new style of rigging was
at first condemned by several in the trade, but since then it
has been generally adopted and it has been found to be
superior in every respect to the lugsail rig."

The importance of this article is that it shows that Charles
changed the whole nature of the industry by changing the hull
shape and designing a simpler and easier to handle rig. This
rig became the industry standard for more than seventy vears.
Other vessels that we have evidence of him building are,

"POST BOY", "MINNIE", "IDA", "ZOE"M, "ROSE", "GEORGE",
"ETHEL", "MARY™Y, "AGATHA", "MOA™", "MARJORIE", "DAMPIER",
"UJILIE", "ETTICA", "MAVIE", "HEATHER FLOWER", "McLHENNAN" and
"PENDA" .

Apart from these pearling craft he also built racing and
cruising yachts for the pleasure boat market, three of which
were the “WINETTA", “DAWN" and the yawl "SEA QUEEN". The only
motor launch known to have been built by Charles was the
"ALICE" which was built for Inspector Connell of the Water
Police. :
Undoubtedly there were many others, the names and types of
which are vyet to be discovered, however this 1s a fair
representation of the work of this meticulous and innovative
man.

References. .West Australian, 10/7/1889; 6/1/1890.
Inguirer, 7/9/1888.
Wise’s P O Directory, 1893 - 1896.
Regisgster of British Ships, Australian Archives.
W A Yachting and Motorboat Annuals, 1902/1913.

...................

WALKER, John, of Fremantle & Broome.

Nothing of a personal nature is known of this man however it
would appear that he began his career working in the
shipyards at Fremantle as he is listed as residing at Lot 11
Wardie Street during 1902/1903. During this period at
Fremantle there were no boats built by him that we know of
and it would seem that after the building boom of the early
1900’'s he moved to Broome where he would ke assured of at
least maintenance work., Whilst at Broome, he built two
vessels as well as carrying out the maintenance work.




CHARLES WALKER,

LUGGER AND BOAT BUILDER.

Pearling Luggers, Sailing Boats, and Cruisers.
ESTIMATES and DESIGNS OF EVERY
DESCRIPTION OF CRATFT.

BUILDER of the well-known yawl SkA Quegw. and also of ALick,
Inspector Connell’s Motor Launch.

ESTIMATES GIVEN for MOTOR LAUNCHES of Latest
Design and Built on Fast-Running Lines,

The Best Workmanship Guaranteed at Moderate Co

BEACH-ST., EAST FREMANTLE.

e T

-

to by W. A. Smythe] [Perth
ALICE.
Lzlgned and built by C. Walker. Squipped with9 h.p. Smalley engine.
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The first was the "BUNBURY", O/No.125026, of 12.9 tong. She
was a two masted schooner with dimensions of 36.5 x 12.4 x
5.8 feet and she was built during 1909 for Streeter & Male
Ltd of Broome. Her ending came in 1934 when she was beached
on the Broome foreshore and left to rot away.

The second was the "MAVIS", O/No.131629 of 13.24 tons. She
also was a two masted schooner with dimensions of 36 x 12.2 x
5.4 feet. The vessel was built during 1912 for Harry Talboys
and after a number of ownership changes appears to have
disappeared, probably to suffer the same fate as the
"BUNBURY" .

It would seem that he built c¢raft under contract and in
between times bullt dinghies and/or carried out repairs to
the pearling fleets.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

WATSON, Charles,

With this name we come across a slight problem in that we
have three Charles Watsons all operating as boat builders,
apparently unrelated and all working at their trade at around
the same time. Beginning with the first to be identified
satisfactorily we have,

WATSON, Charles, of Perth.

Charles was born at Redcliffe on the 6/12/1836 the son of
William and Ann, (nee Farmer). He was to marry twice and had
eight children. It is not known just where he lived but his
addresses given in his advertisements and letters are a
little confusing.

He served his apprenticeship with Thomas William Mews, Jjunior
and took over the business, which at that time was on Lots
L33 and L34 1in Mounts Bay Road, but later he gives the
address af his boat building yard as Murray Street. This
would be alright for building dinghies etc. but when
constructing large craft would definitely be a handicap when
launching.

When he was 18 he placed an advertisement in the Inquirer on
the 17/11/1858 challenging all lovers of Aquatic Sports to
race their yachts against the one that he was then building.
the race was to be held outside the bar for a purse of twenty
pounds.

At this time he was still an apprentice working with or for T
W Mews, Jjunior at Perth so he must, even at that age, have
been quite competent in his trade. On the 19/1/185% another
ad was placed in the Ingquirer under the heading, Sport!!!,
"the well known new built dinghy prize boat, with sculls,
crutches etc, complete, being the winner of the dinghy race
at the recent regatta, will be offered as a prize to the
winner of such pleasure boats as are willing to make up a
race on Saturday, 29th inst.

The course to be from the beacon opposite Mill Street Jjetty,
round a flag boat moored five miles down the river and back,
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rounding the prize boat, which will be moored off the town
jetty. To start at 3 o’clock P.M.

signed Charles Watson.
From just these two entries it can be seen that Charles was
an avid sailor and further reading, especially of regatta
results in the succeeding years, shows that he was in every
one with quite often more than one boat racing in different
classes. Also what better way to advertise your expertise!
In a letter from the Harbour Master, James Harding of the
25/3/1859 written to the Colonial Secretary, James says,
"Sir, on returning the enclosed tenders I heg to remark that
I am unacguainted with Watson and would rather recommend the
acceptance of Mew’s tender, he having given satisfaction in
boatbuilding on former occasions. At the same time prefer
leaving the matter for your decision, I am etc."
We find though, notwithstanding the above letter, that
Charles, on the 31/3/1859, was awarded the contract to build
a whaleboat for the Harbour Master’s Department for the sum
of 38 pounds.
In another letter dated 8/7/1859 it is stated that Charles
won a contract to supply two boats for the Water Police
department and that one of them was completed. Mr Watson
requested that 1t be inspected by a party of Government
Officers and that a party of convicts be provided to carry
the boat to the water. The Colonial Secretary agreed to these
proposals and the boat was duly inspected, passed and then
carried to the water by the convicts whilst they were on
their way to dinner.
The 9/11/1860 saw an interesting entry in the Perth Gazette
which reads,
"Thomas Mews, late of Perth, boatbuilder, while returning his
sincere thanks to the inhabitants of the Colony for the kind
manner in which they have supported him, begs respectfully to
bring before their notice his successor, Charles Watson, who
served his apprenticeship under him, and who 1is perfectly
qualified in every way ¢to carry out orders of all
descriptions, both rapidly and skilfully.™"
Below this is another ad as follows,
"Charles Watson, 1in taking to the business of Mr Mews
respectfully intimates that he will use his utmost endeavour
to merit the above warm testimonial, and hopes by strict
attention to receive the same amount of patronage bestowed
upont his late master.
Boats of all descriptions, ships furnished with jolly boats
and gigs at fifteen days notice."
Also in 1860 he was responsible for building two further
craft for the Government. One was a dinghy for the Harbour
Master and the other a small boat for the Water Police.
From the Perth Gazette dated 5/2/1861,
"we regret to state that Mr Charles Watson, boatbuilder of
Perth, on Wednesday afterncon met with a most serious loss. A
barge, which when finished would have been capable of
carrying 38 tons and drawing 26 inches of water only and a 12
foot new boat were entirely destroyed by fire. Some sparks
from a fire which was burning to windward of them fell in
among the rushes which were lying on the barge to protect it
from the sun. They ignited and although prompt and energetic
assistance was rendered, the fire spread so rapidly that in a
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few minutes nothing but a few charred planks remained. The
presence of mind displayed by Watson in knocking away the
shores which supported the barge thus canting her to leeward,
alone saved the house and premises from destruction."
Being a young and innovative man Charles hit upon a novel way
to dispose of the becat he had just built on speculation. On
the 28/6/1861 he advertised in the Perth Gazette thus,
"RAFFLE, to be raffled for by fifty members at 2 guineas each
the fine new five ton copper fastened pleasure yacht
"SUCCESS" .
The above yacht has been recently fitted up in sailing trim
and surpasses in size, model and design all other crafts of
her descriptions in the Colony. The cost of building and
fitting out a yacht of her description in her style is not
less than 22 pounds per ton.
N.B. the above yacht 1is the same which the public may
remember challenged through the press some time back any boat
of her description to race outside the bar or in the river
for a sum not less than 20 pounds. The challenge was never
taken up which perhaps may tend to show her superiority.
P.S. the raffler to spend five pounds in refreshments, the
winner more or less at his discretion.

signed, Charles Watson, South Perth.
The next intimation we have of his activities comes from the
Government Gazette of 16/9/1862 in which he was awarded the
contract to build a ten ton flat, ({(barge) for the Government
for the sum of 79 pounds.
From what we read in a letter from Watson dated 21/12/1862 he
was having problems with this vessel and stated that it would
not be completed until the 31st of December. The Colonial
Secretary replied, '"contractor verbally informed that she
must be complete by the 31st inst or leave the flat there in
his hands."”
Late in 1863 the Pilot at Albany required a new boat for the
Pilot Service and after writing to Fremantle a proposal was
put to Charles that he should travel to Albany, build the new
boat and return. To this end he submitted an official tender
as follows,
no22/12/1863, Sir, I the undersigned do hereby tender to
build a pilot boat for the Albany service according to
specifications at thirty shillings per foot. Government to
find all materials, also to convey me to and from Albany and
to find a suitable place to build said boat in. C Watson."
This was refused on the grounds of expense and fresh tenders
were called in Fremantle and Perth. The contract to build the
29 foot boat was let on the 20/2/1864 and was awarded to none
other than Charles Watson.
By the 23/3/1864 Charles was obviously popular with the new
Harbour Master, James Harding as he wrote to the Colonial
Secretary explaining that his dinghy was no longer fit for
use. The dinghy was built in 1860 and had seen hard wuse.
Harding recommends that Watson be given an order to build
another on the same lines and for the same price. By the
29/3/1864 Charles had submitted his tender which was approved
and "Watson personally informed."
The next recorded boats that he built were 2 boats for the
Government Service and a barge for same. These were tendered
for in December 1865 and the contract was awarded on the
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19/12/1865. In July 1867 the Superintendent of the Water
Police at Fremantle submitted a 1list of boats under his
control and the list shows that Pinnaces No.l and No.2 were
built at Perth by Watson in 1859 and that they were 33 x 7 x
2.7 feet and constructed of Singapore Pine and Mahogany and
their rig was lug and spritsailed.
In 1868 H.R.H. Prince Alfred visgsited Western Australia on a
royal vigit and Charles was contracted to build a boat to be
presented to the Prince. For whatever reason this was not
done and on the 1/8/1868 this advertisement appeared in the
Herald,
"FOR SALE; by private contract, that splendid copper fastened
six oared mahogany gig, built expressly to be presented to
H.R.H. Prince Alfred on his expected visit to this Colony.
This handsome boat is built entirely of Colonial timber the
durability of which is allowed cannot be surpassed; is most
beautifully fitted with sandalwood mouldings and Dbrass
mountings and with regard to workmanship, will be found
equal, if not superior, to most of the first class work
performed in any part of the world. Price, sixty guineas.
N.B. An early inspection is solicited by the owner.

signed, Charles Watson, boatbuilder, Murray St Perth.®
The next letter we have concerning Watson was written on the
27/5/1869 and concerns a boat he was building under contract
for the Government, which was awarded on the 9/3/1869. By
then Mr Croke was Harbour Master and he wrote,
"Sir, I have the honour to inform you that the boat built in
Perth at Mr C Watson’s vyard, will be ready for launching
early on Saturday morning the 29 inst, and to request you
will be pleased to inform His Excellency The Governor to
permit that a horse truck and party of men from the prison,
be in attendance, to convey her to the water."
The Prison Commandant, Henry Wakefield wrote,
"I have given the necessary instructions for detailing a
party of convicts."
The Foreman of Public Works, Mr Bell, himself a former boat
builder statesg, "that the men when coming from the prison
after dinner, can on their way, take down the boat."
On the 4/1/1870 Charles received yet another Government
contract, this time for a boat for the Police Department, to
cost 26 pounds and 10 shillings.
Naturally, as well as his Government contracts Charles was
building for private owners also. Unfortunately, even with
the number of river and coastal craft built in those times,
there are many of which the builder is unknown. The first
vesgel we know of that Charles built for the private market
was a cutter, built as a speculation, named the "PEARL" which
was finished in June 1870. She was sold by auction on July 2
for the pearling trade along with several gigs and dinghies.
The "PEARL" was inspected by two Master Boat Builders, W.
Jackson and Samuel Cox who thoroughly approved of her
construction.
In 1871 Charles built a 66 foot cutter of 31.3 tons,
identified as the "ELIZA JANE", 0O/N0.61106. Her dimengions
were 66 x 17 x 5 feet and she was built for a Mr Rackley, (or
Wrightly) . Nothing is known of her fate.
Having earlier mentioned Charles love of vyacht racing I
should mention that in the 1872 Easter regatta he entered the
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4 oared gig race with his boat "ANNIE", the crew were, John
White, stroke; Charles Tuckey; Frank Lawrence; Frank Tuckey
and Charles Watson, Cox. They came first and won 8 pounds.

He also came first in the amateur 4 ocared gig race. In the
dinghy pulling race he entered "HENRIETTA" but came last out
of 8 boats and then in the salling boat, not over 16 feet in
length race he entered his yacht "IDA" and came 6th.

The next entry is dated 20/5/1874 and is a letter from George
Forsyth, the new Harbour Master. It concerns the schooner
"IONE" which Charles has just completed. Forsyth examined the
vegsel with a view to the Government purchasing her to be
used as a buoy boat. After the examination it was found that
she was too small for the operational requirements and that
she would have had to be cutter rigged instead of schooner.
During the building of this vessel Charles ran into supply
problems as he was unable to procure copper in the market,
however, eventually he was able to arrange a regular supply.
He had to apply for an extension of time because of the
supply difficulties and managed to gain an extra five weeks
to complete the vessel.

This ship, the "IONE" was passed over by the Government and
was purchased by John Bateman, a Merchant from Fremantle. She
was later sold on toc Florance Broadhurst of the Abrolhus
Islands, a Guano Merchant. The wvessel was lost off Port
Gregory on the 4/8/1907.

In July 1874 Charles tendered to build a buoy boat for the
Harbour Master’'s Department according to plans and
gspecifications for the sum of 698 pounds. In a letter to Mr
Barlee on the 16/7/1874 Charles says, "I have tendered for
the building of a buoy boat prior to the delivery of the
vessel now on the stocks for the Government, but in doing so
beg to assure you that if my tender is accepted there will be
no such delay as was occasioned by my being short of material
etc. signed, Charles Watson.

On the 10/10/1875 it was reported in the Inguirer that the
"LAUGHING WAVE" en route to Singapore had come across a
cutter some four days from Shark’s Bay. Hailing the vessel
they discovered that she was crewed by about a dozen Malays
from Sumbawa and that they had stolen the boat. They were
anxious to know their position and whether they had cleared
North-West Cape. The cutter was the "CLEMENTINA", O/No. 72479
of 5.93 tons. Her dimensions were 27.67 x 10.23 x 6 feet.

She had been built at Perth by Charles Watson for W D Moore
of Fremantle earlier in 1875,

On the 25/4/1877 this article appeared in the Ingquirer,

"THE STEAMER, "MOSS ROSEY.

This compact little steamer recently made her trial trip and
has answered 1in every respect the expectations of her
spirited and plucky owner, Mr George Moss, a working man, who
has been enabled by sheer effort and unaided to place this
pretty little paddle boat upon the river.

She is a perfect model, and has been designed and built with
much care by Mr Charles Watson, of Mount Eliza. Her length is
50 feet, beam 10 feet, 15 tons register and 8 Horse Power. We
congratulate Mr Mosgsgs on the realization of his hopes and we
are glad to be able to add his name to the number of those
who, amid difficulties almost insurmountable have been
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enabled to lay the foundation of an honourable and
independent future.
Full of his object, Mr Moss, with a few pounds he had saved
while many years in charge of a river steamer, worked his
passage to England, purchased a steam engine, labouring in
the old country to make up the reguisite sum, and again
worked his passage back to this colony.
Much of the timber of which the vessel is built was cut by
him in the bush and he now boasts of a smart little craft
which is 1likely to prove useful on the river either as a
pleasure boat or for the transport of merchandise.
The engines and boiler were constructed in England to Mr
Moss’s order and have been fitted up in the boat by Mr Thomas
Green, engineer, in a most efficient manner."
This vessel was sold only a week later to Mr Randell of
Randell, Knight & Co, steamship proprietors of Perth, who at
this time held a wvirtual monopoly on the river trade. The
"MOSS ROSE" was never registered under the British Shipping
Act and was locally registered through the Harbour Master’s
Department. Nothing is known of her fate.
On the 19/12/1877 Charles placed an advertisement 1in the
Inquirer stating, "to pearlers, A seven ton copper fastened
boat. Ingpection is invited to any one desirous to engage in
the pearling trade who may require such a vessel.

signed Charles Watson, Mount Eliza, 7/12/1877.
Notice that he is still at the old shipyard on Mount’s Bay
Road and in fact in one of his ads he states that his
establishment is the oldest in the colony.
As another example of the sporting nature of this man, in
1878 before the annual regatta, Charles learnt that his rival
the Lawrences were building a new gig for the forthcoming
races. Most of the boat builders went in for the racing as it
was a perfect way to advertise their expertise, as can be
seen from the following,
23/10/1878, "ANQTHER NEW GIG, determined that his boathouse
should make a respectable show as usual at the annual regatta
Mr charles Watson, a most enthusiastic sportsman, has set
about building a really handsome gig for the forthcoming
contest on the 12th of next month.
She has many admirers and among them not a few of the "VENUS"
men, who look upon her lines with a good deal of suspicion.
There will be a better opportunity to judge of her
capabilities after she is launched".
5/3/1879, NEW BOAT, A very handsome cutter of about 40 tons
is now on the stocks ready for 1launching at Mr Charles
Watson’s building yard, Mount Eliza. She belongs to Mr Henry
Seeligson, who has spared no expense in securing in her
construction both strength and finish.
This vessel is probably the largest of her kind that has been
built on this part of the river and her well known builder
may certainly take the credit of having turned out the finest
looking craft yet launched at Perth.”
When she was launched in January 1880 she was towed down
river to Fremantle for fitting out and she was named the
"THERESA". Her O/No. was 75307 and her dimensions were 52.25
X 17.75 x 6.54 feet. She was rigged as a two masted schooner
and after a successful coasting career she went 1into the
pearling industry. Nothing is known of her eventual fate.
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This is the last of the information we have on this builder
who was to pass away on the 24/5/1905.

It is probable that in time to come more information on this
man and the ships and boats that he built will come to light.

References. .Dictionary of West Australiang, Erikson.

W A Almanac, 1864 - 1869.

The Herald Almanac, 1864 - 1874,

Herald, 11/8/1868; 25/6/1870; 5/4/1872; 25/5/1872

Government Gazettes, various.

Perth Gazette, 9/11/1860.

Inquirer, 17/11/1858; 19/1/1859; 15/2/1871;
16/4/1873,7/12/1877, 23/10/1878.
5/3/1879, 28/1/1880,

Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 430/230; 433/77

494/320; 521/115; 540/17; 540/18; 593/246; 634/61

769/197; 769/198; 760/105; 760/106; 761/201;

761/203; 761/202.

...................

WATSON, Charles Henry, of Perth.

Charles was born 3/8/1844 the son of John and Mary Ann (nee
Adams}. Just as an aside Charles father has one of the
longest names I have read of as follows, John James Frederick
Augustus Hamilton Middleton Warburton Courtney Watson. John
first came to the Colony as a Petty Officer R.N. with Captain
Stirling and then returned to England. He then emigrated,
arriving on the "STIRLING" on the 14/3/1841. He married in
1843 Mary Adams and they were to have ten children. John
bought a cutter and began a regular service between Fremantle
and Perth. He eventually gave this business to his sons while
he became the Captain of the cutter "ALBION" on the Fremantle
to Bunbury run. When the states first steamboat was built,
(the "SPECULATOR") John Watson was her Master.

His son Charles Henry was to marry twice, having four
children.

On the 5/11/1859 Charles received his title deeds to the
first of two blocks that he owned in Perth. The first is in
suburban South Perth and is designated Lot 72, of three acres
and 27 perches, bounded on the East by 4 chains and 25 links
of Bulwer Terrace for which he paid four pounds fifteen
shillings and ninepence.

The second was Lot 71 abutting on the above lot with the
western boundary being on the East shore of Melville Water,
this was purchased on the 8/10/1860 for three pounds seven
shillings and one penny.

On both these documents Charles has listed his occupation as
a boat builder. This would make him only 15 or 16. It is
known that, along with his brother and father, he was a
boatman operating on the Swan River and possibly did build
the boats that they operated but at this stage their is no
proof.

In 1866 Charles and his father John and youngest Dbrother,
(probably Edwin, b 1855) were at Garden Island when he
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digscovered a skeleton. In his statement made on the 6/7/1866
he states in part, "that last Friday morning i was walking
with my little brother on the beach on the NorthEast side of
the Island. That part of the island is very unfrequented, the
approach by sea being rocky. I saw a piece of bone sticking
out of the sand.
It proved to be part of the shoulder bone of a man, on
scraping away the sand and shingle I discovered many other
boneg of the body. I saw small pileces of flannel ghirt and
moleskin trowsers sticking to the bones-
My father and I collected the bones and buried them decently
above the high water mark. There was nothing to identify the
body. We placed a cross at the head of the grave.

signed, Charles Watson.
In January 1870 Charles Henry suffered the indignity of being
declared a bankrupt and whatever assets he still had were put
up for auction. Part of the goocds scld were a quantity of
crocks, or knees from his beoat yard. He was able to pay off
his creditors within a short space of time as he was absolved
from his debts in August 1870.
Charles obtained his Masters Certificate and as well as
coastal trading he commanded a number of pearling schooners
in the NorthWest.
There are no identified craft that this man built but it is
presumed that along with his father they built their own
river craft,.
During world war 1 Charles Henry commanded a patrol boat off
Fremantle. He died in 1932.

References..Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
West Australian, 5/6/1936
Colonial Secretaries Records, Vol 581/13.

...................

WATSON, Charles Joseph, of Fremantle and the Vasse.

All we know of Charles Joseph is that he married during 1879
a Louisa Jervis and that they had two daughters. It is
believed that he began his career in Fremantle and then moved
to the Vasse district.

On the 22/5/1882 Charles launched a cutter of 14.57 tons at
the Vasse, she was named the "PARAGON", O/No.75311 and her
dimensions were 41 x 12 x 4.8 feet. She was built for Arthur
Rosselloty, a storekeeper of Busselton.

The wvessel was used in the coasting trade and was a regular
trader from Fremantle to Bunbury and Busselton. Her fate is
unknown.

Whilst at the Vasse Charles employed a number of ticket-of-
leave men including beoat builders, a boat rigger and
carpenters.

He appears to have travelled between the Vasse and Hamelin
Bay because he is next recorded as working for the M C Davies
Timber company at Hamelin Bay and it is certain that he
constructed some of the timber lighters used by that company
and built at the bay.

The only other vessel of which we are certain that Charles
built was the two masted Auxiliary ketch "ROUZELLE", O/No.
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124993 of 24.5 tons. Her dimensions were 56 x 16.8 x 6.6 feet
and she was built for Millar’s Karri & Jarrah Company during
1903.

The vessel had a number of owners and incidents during her
career including being swept ashore at Onslow during a
cyclone in 1911. She went missing in the Northern Territory
when reduced to a lighter to be towed.

References. .Dictionary of West Australians, Erikson.
Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

WATSON, Robert George, of Fremantle.

This shipwright resided at lot 673 Attfield Street, Fremantle
during 1900 and this is the only reference to him that can be
found. He probably worked for the larger shipyards.

Reference. .Fremantle City Council rate books.

WEBB, Thomas, of Fremantle.

Nothing is known of this man’s history but he was listed as a
boat builder from at least 1%00 through toc 1905. his
regsidence in 1900 was lot 33 Mandurah Road but between then
and 1902 he moved to lot 33 Scott Street in Fremantle where
he rented a cottage. It is assumed that he was an employee of
one of the building yards.

Reference. .Fremantle City Council rate books.

...................

WEIR, John, of Fremantle.

This shipwright appears during 1902 as living at lot 11
Holland Street, Fremantle. There are no known craft that can
be attributed directly to him so it is assumed that he was an
employee of one of the shipyards.

Reference. .Fremantle City Council rate books.

WESTERGAARD & Son, of Fremantle.

This man first appears as a boat builder in South Australia
in partnership with a man named Air. They built in 1876 at
Moama on the Murray River a barge named "GEM". One year later
she was fitted with engines and became a river steamer. She
is still afloat today as the centrepiece of the Swan Hill,
(Viec) tourist industry.

Between 1876 and 1880 Mr Westergaard left the partnership and
branched out on his own. He built during 1880 the "LADY OF
THE LAKE" at Mcama and then in 1881 the "FAIRY". In 1884 he
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This man, possibly John George and son of the next entry is
listed as a shipwright in 1900, 1living at lot 672 South
Street Fremantle. There are no known boats credited to him.

Reference. .Fremantle City Council rate books.

WRIGHTSCON, Robert, of Fremantle.

Robert was born in Sunderland, England and after his
schooling was behind him he was apprenticed as a shipwright.
From his brief biography Robert married twice, the first time
in England and the second at Fremantle to Ann Caulwell on the
3/12/1864. ‘
It is net known just where he worked or for whom when he
first arrived in W.A. and the earliest intimation we have of
his boat building comes in a letter he wrote to the Colonial
Secretary on the 6/4/1867 as follows,
"Sir, I have now made preparations to start building a small
vessel of something under 100 tons. I have examined the beach
within the neighbourhood of the Fremantle Jetty and elsewhere
and I find the most suitable spot for the purpose of building
and launching to be between Fremantle South Jetty and the
Mouth of the Tunnel and opposite to the Commisgariat
Buildings.
I wish to submit for the favourable consideration of His
Excellency the Governor that I might be allowed to use for
thig purpose a small portion of this beach, and I may mention
that the traffic to and from the Jetty will not be interfered
with din the slightest degree by my operations. I have
consulted with the Harbour Master who has expressed himself
of the same opinion.

signed R. Wrightson, shipwright.
This vessel when built and launched on the 29/4/1868 was
named the "EMILY", O/No.61083, a two masted schooner. Her
dimensions were, 60.35 x 17.17 x 6.89 feet with a tonnage of
40.13. She was built for Mr Richard Harford of Fremantle and
his partners, Messrs Newman and Barham. Unfortunately she
only had a short career as when sailing from Geraldton to
Fremantle in June 1868 she encountered a severe gale and the
vessel was dashed on to the rocks near Eglington Rocks just
North of Fremantle. When the wreckage was discovered on the
beach Mr Wrightson went to the spot and identified it
positively as being from the V"EMILY" which he had recently
built. The full report of the loss of the vessel, Mr Harford
and his c¢rew, Mr Bailey, Mate; Thomas Howard, <Cook; Jchua
Hunt and Thomas Stevenscn, Seamen appears in the Herald of
the 4/7/1868.
The need for a decent lifeboat was something that had been
advocated for by the local businessmen, boatmen and
travelling public to be stationed at Fremantle, to be used,
not just at sea but in the river as well and on the 27/7/18¢67
Robert presented a model of just such a craft which he
propesed to build if funding could be found. On the same day
in the Herald an article describes how a Government barge
carrying limestone was swamped near the Fremantle Bridge and
a probationary prisoner was drowned!
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In the afternoon of the same day Robert and Thomas Mews were
instructed to examine and report upon a boat belonging to the
Rottnest Pilot service by Mr Butcher of the Pilot service.
After the inspection they reported that the vessel was
totally unfit for service and signed the document jointly.
The next vessel that Robert built was the "ROSE" built for W
D Moore a merchant of Fremantle, and his partners in this
venture were, Robert himself and two Master Mariners named
John Ferguson and Andrew Reid.

This ship, O/No0.61086, was a two masted topsall schooner of
93.53 tons. She was launched in December 1868 and her
dimensions were 86.5 x 21 x 8.17 feet. She was placed in the
sandalwood trade to China and at one time held the record for
the fastest passage to and from China. Her untimely end came
on the 4/9/1876 when she was wrecked on North Danger Reef in
the China Sea.

His next vessel was the "TWO SONS", 0/N0.61090, a cutter of
16.46 tons. She was built for John Tapper of Fremantle during
1869 and in her early years plied the river carrying cargo,
however when she was sold she went into the pearling industry
at Shark’s Bay. In her latter days she became once again a
saliling barge and her end came when she was wrecked whilst on
a voyage from Flint Cliffs to Denham on the 7/1/1902. She was
carrying sandalwood and the Master was George Cross.

Then came the two masted schooner "DAWN", O/No.61094, of
63.14 tons and launched during 1870 for Robert and his
partners Edward Monger and William Bartram. After a series of
ownership changes she was wrecked on the 20/3/1902 during a
voyage from Broome to Fremantle.

On the 2/6/1870 Robert purchased 3 blocks of land in
Fremantle, these were lots 610, 611 and 612 fronting onto
South Terrace. He purchased these blocks at public auction
for the sum of 33 pounds, 10 shillings. The reserve price was
6 pounds per lot.

His next vessel to be launched was the "GOVERNCOR WELD", O/No.
61097, a cutter of 18.22 tons. the vessels dimensions were 47
X 14.5 x 6 feet. In the Fremantle Herald of 30/7/1870 it was
reported that, "on Saturday last, we witnessed the launch of
a new cutter named the "GOVERNOR WELD" intended by it’s
owners Messr’s Smith and Abbott for the pearling trade. The
vesgel was built by Mr Wrightson, is of 18 tons burthen and
is admitted by all who are capable of judging on such matters
to be admirably adapted for the pearling trade. the vessel
will shortly proceed to the Nicoll Bay Settlement for the
coming season."

The vessel suffered an accident on the 20/7/1872 when Mr
Abbott was attempting to bring her over the bar into the Swan
River in heavy weather. The current caught her and carried
her towards the rocks but luckily she avoided them and in so
doing came into violent collision with the cutter "MAUD". the
"MAUD" was only lightly damaged and the "GOVERNOR WELD"
suffered severe damage.

Her end came when she wasg wrecked on Casuarina Reef near La
Grange Bay on the 9/2/1894.

Roberts next vessel was the "BANINGARA", O/No.61101 another
cutter of 16.49 tons built during 1870. Her dimensions were
44.75 x 13.5 x 6.5 feet. Robert retained the ownership ¢f the
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vessel but took in two financial partners, namely McRae and
Clarkson who were farmers and pearlers at Cossack.

It was with these partners that Robert entered the pearling
industry. With the launch of the "BANINGARA" on the 2/2/1871
she was fitted out for pearling and sailed for Cossack. Over
the next few years he perservered 1in the trade but
unfortunately without much luck and he finally gave up the
struggle in early 1876 and returned to Fremantle where he
regsumed his shipbuilding.

In the W.A. Times of 21/3/1876 a column states that, "Mr
Wrightson, it 1is reported, owing to the losses likely to
arige from the fall in the price of pearl shell, sold all his
interests in the fishery at the North Wegt and has settled
down again boat building here where he formerly did carry on
the most flourishing trade of any builder at the Port."

On the 1/9/1876 Robert was called upon by the Harbour Master,
George Forsyth to examine and report upon the cutter "WATER
LILY" which the Government was proposing to purchase as a
revenue cutter for the North West. After duly being examined
and defects noted the Colonial Secretary ordered Forsyth to
purchase the vessel for 425 pounds and to have her repaired
"as soon as possible". On the 9/9/1876 Mr Wrightson submitted
his tender to carry out the repairs for 80 pounds and he
"undertook to do the above work in a proper and workmanlike
manner within 14 days of receipt of tender, weather
permitting".

The "WATER LILY" was still at Fremantle on the 24/10/1876 and
another delay occurred when the cutter "CHARON" owned by
Edward Watson and being towed by a steamer collided with her
and caused damage to the value of 12 pounds.

The "WATER LILY" was moored fore and aft out of the channel
in the river near the North or Steamer Jetty with all her
crew on board but they were helpless to prevent the collision
which was due to the carelessness of those on board the
steamer and "CHARON". Mr Wrightson was immediately engaged to
effect the repairs and get her ready for sea.

At the same time he had another wvessel on the stocks at his
yard in Fremantle. She was launched in January 1877 and was a
departure from his sailing ship construction as this was a
single masted paddle steamer named "ENDEAVCOUR", O/No.75295.
Her tonnage was 24.78 and her dimensions were 72.5 x 14.25 x
4.38 feet. Her steam engine was built by Anderson’s of
Melbourne and was rated to 20 H.P. Her first owner was John
Henry Monger of York. She eventually found her way into the
fleet of the Swan River Shipping Co.

On the 3/6/1880 strong gales lashed Fremantle and a casualty
was the "ENDEAVOUR" as reported in the Inquirer as follows,
"During the very strong gales on Thursday last the river
steamboat "ENDEAVOUR", which was loaded with cargo for
transhipment to the "CLARENCE PACKET" for the North-West
Coast, was driven from her berth, opposite the North Jetty,
down the river and ultimately came into contact with the
railway bridge. The steamer was then thrust broadside on to
the cross pieces projecting from the structure and shortly
afterwards sank. The "ENDEAVCOUR" is one of the smartest steam
boats plying on the river. It 1is feared the railway bridge
will impede the river traffic to a very great extent. The
steamer whilst lying wrecked was plundered by the locals, who
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got away with cases of sardines, etc. The police have under
their eye two or three very suspicious characters supposed to
be connected with the affair.”

While building the "“ENDEAVOUR" he also was building the two
masted topsail schooner "PET", O/No.75293, of 89.92 tons, her
dimensions were B85.58 x 19.5 x 8.17 feet. To begin with
Robert retained the ownership of the vessel as she traded on
the coast but eventually sold her to Batemans. After a number
of ownership changes the vessel was wrecked and sank about 50
miles off Port Hamelin, near Cape Leeuwin, when struck by a
whale, The crew, except for the Master who went below for his
instruments and papers and was trapped, escaped with their
lives. the accident occurred on the 1/3/1882.

From the crew’s report of the incident, "when about fifty
miles to the southwest of Cape Leeuwin a large sperm whale
was sighted in the distance off the starboard quarter. At
first the monster did not attract any great amount of
attention, but something must have occurred to enrage the
animal as it suddenly charged the ship in the most determined
and furious manner. So suddenly was the onslaught made that
there was no time to take any steps to evade or repel the
attack. The whale struck on the starboard bow, knocking a
large hole 1in her through which the water poured with
frightful rapidity. Captain Littlejohn was drowned and the
crew, W. Henrietta, Mate; W. Bull; G. Moore; H. Green; W.
Waldon and B. Nelson made it to safety.

In June 1877 Robert was asked to comment on the repairs and
costs af the Pilot Boat which he duly did and found them to
be fair.

Hig next vegsel was the "ARIBL", /No.75299, a two masted
schooner, launched in December 1877. She was of 74.86 tons
with dimensions of 75.25 x 19.5 x 7.8 feet. She was built for
W.D. Moore, of Fremantle and after some changes in ownership
she foundered with the loss of all hands during February 1883
in a strong gale while bound from Port Walcott to Condon.

It 1s worth quoting the Inquirer in respect of her
beginnings,

"g/1/1878, The "ARIEL", a smart schooner, was launched from
Mr Wrightson's vyard amid a large crowd of spectators last
week. The 1inevitable bottle was thrown by Mrs Caesar,
landlady of the "Emerald Igle", and exploded simultaneously
as the wvessel moved. It was one of the most successful
launches ever witnessed at Fremantle.

Everything in connection with this smart 1little vessel
reflects credit upon her builder. She is now being rigged and
is to be commanded by Captain Liedicke, late of Messr’s Boyd
and Curries schooner "AGNES".

Her first voyage, in February 1878 was to Adelaide. She was
chartered by T W Mews junior to carry a cargo of "knees" and
other boat building timbers for sale in that colony.
27/1/1882. Just prior to this date the "ARIEL" ran aground on
Turtle Island and lost a good deal cof her copper sheathing
but was got off without further damage. She then made her way
to Cossack for survey. On the 6/2/1883 she left Cossack for
Condon and ran into a cyclone and was lost with all hands, no
trace of the vessel has ever been found,

Then came "HARRIET", 0/No.75305, another two masted schooner
of 40 tons and launched in August 1879 on his own account.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT PAGE 196

From her Dbeginnings she was destined for the pearling
industry and initially Robert commanded her as a report on
the 17/2/1882 states that Mr Wrightson in his schooner
"HARRIET" had succeeded in taking over thirteen tons of pearl
shell during this last season. This was the second highest
take of the season, only beaten by Clarkson’s "DAWN" which
Robert had also built. After numerous ownership changes she
was wrecked in Cossack Creek during a cyclone on the
2/4/1898. She was then raised and repaired and transferred to
the Broome pearling fleet of Charles Murphy. Nothing is known
of her eventual fate.

Staying with the "HARRIET" we find that on the 1/2/1882 a
severe cyclone struck Cossack and Roebourne and fears were
held for the pearlers who were operating to the eastwards.
These fears were put to rest when the "AMUR" arrived from
Beagle Bay with the news that five gchooners had struck what
appeared to be an inexhaustable reef of shells.

Robert and his partner Mr Roe in the "HARRIET" along with the
"DAWN", "WATER LILY"™, "AMY" and "PEARL" were the boats
working Roebuck Bay and so could be given the honour of
founding Broome.

When news of this rich find was transmitted to the 1local
fleet there was a mad rush to get up to Roebuck Bay and get
ameongst the shell,

On the 11/5/1882 the "HARRIET’s" take was given as 17 tons of
shell. From just one of those shells was found a magnificent
pearl of 118 grains. The partners must have been smiling when
they arrived back at port.

The end of that cruise appears to be the end of Roberts
involvement in the pearling industry as McRae then became
sole owner of the "HARRIET". Robert then began working as a
shipbuilder again at Fremantle, teaming up with vyoung
Lawrence Fay. They were drinking a nobbler of gin and syrup
at Caeser’'s Hotel in Fremantle on Friday night the 27th of
April 1883 when a crime was committed and they were called as
witnesses to the event.

The next vessel known to have been built by Mr Wrightson was
the "NELLIE", O/No.7531%, bullt in 1884, a fore and aft
schooner of 67.4 tons. Her dimensions were 73.5 x 17.29 x
7.92 feet and again built on his own account. The first part
of her career was spent as a coaster carrying cargo and
passengers up and down the coast. As was quite common, after
a few years she was put into the pearling industry at Broome
where she acted as a mother ship. She was then sold to
Shark’s Bay interests and she became a lighter owned by the
North Coast Shipping Co. Her fate is unknown.

In 1878 Robert placed a full page advertisement in the Herald
Almanac which states that he had worked at the H.M. Dockyards
at Portsmouth and elsewhere. He also took contracts for the
construction of shipping, docks and jetties.

Unfortunately there were many vessels built in the colony in
the 1870’s and 1880’s of which at this stage we have no idea
who the builders were and only further research will
hopefully identify them.

An item in the Inquirer on the 3/5/1884 states, "Mr Wrightson
has, I hear, finished repairing Mr Yelverton’s lighters and
returned to Fremantle. He, however, expects to return again
shortly to build a boat for Mr M Seymour of Dunsborough.”
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The article was written by the Vasse correspondent of the
Inquirer and refers to Yelverton’s timber station at
Quindalup, west of Busselton.

During 1887 Robert purchased 1lot 58 in Henry Street,
Fremantle, which had a cottage on it but it is not certain
that he actually 1lived there or rented it out to his
employees.

We have a gap from 1884 to 1896 during which he was obviously
carrying on his shipbuilding business and only time will tell
which craft he built during those years.

However the last registered vessel of which we know of was
the Screw Steamer "ECLIPSE", O/No.117786, of 25.31 tons. Her
dimensions were 74.4 x 13.6 x 4 feet and she was built during
1896. She was powered by two engines of 21 H.P. each made by
Simpsons of England in 1890 and the boilers were made by the
North Dock Co of Sydney, N S W.

The vessel was built for Frank Cadd of Fremantle and she was
used in the river trade. Her last owner was James Ball of
Fremantle who broke her up during 1925.

In his later years Robert worked for others as we find from
Edward Howson’s job book. He is recorded in the book as
having been employed on the building of a number of pearling
schooners, lighters and flats from 1857 through to 1902. At
this time a tradesman shipwright’s pay was one pound two
shillings per week.

Just prior to this in late 1896 he assisted Jeremiah Asquith
to build a lighter named "GUILDFORD" at Guildford, the actual
site was at the foot of Anstey Road in Bassendean. This was
the largest vessel to be built in the upper reaches of the
Swan.

Robert Wrightson died of the effects of sunstroke whilst
working on the wharf at Derby in the North West.

References. .Dictionaxy of West Australians, Erikson.
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...................

WRIGHTSON, T, of Onslow & Broome.
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Probably a son of Robert listed above. There is only one
reference which refers to him as a shipwright and that is
between the years 1922 and 1529.

No registered vessels are attributed to him and it is assumed
that he carried out maintenance work on the pearling fleets
during the layup periods.

References. .Wise’s Post Office Directory, 1922 - 1929.

YAMASHITA, Hatchinosuke, of Broome,

This man was born in Kobe on the island of Honshu in Japan
during 1860 and arrived at Broome as a contracted worker in
1897. According to his brief biography he was brought out as
a carpenter to work for James Clarke & Co. He was employed by
them until at least 1916 and he died at Broome in June 1941.
The part of Japan that he came from was a traditional boat
building area and it is quite possible that he had received
training in this field of carpentry before his arrival in
Western Australia. That he built boats here is certain as we
have the details of three of them.

The first was the "WHYNOT", 0/No.118538, a two masted
gchooner of 12 tons. She was built during 1903 at Broome for
Jogseph John Eacott, a pearler of Broome. As was quite normal
in this industry the vessel underwent a number of ownership
changes and under her last owners, Robinson & Norman Ltd she
was wrecked off Cape Tregier on the 15/4/1920.

His next wvessel was the "ROEBUCK", O/No.1189%5, of 12.47
tons. She also was rigged as a two masted schooner for the
pearling industry and Mr Yamashita built her for Joseph M
Johnson later in 1903. Her last owner was the W.A. Government
who appear to have mislaid her as neothing is known of her
fate.

The only other craft we know of was the "DEPUCH", a two
masted schooner of 13 tons built for Joseph Richards. Her
dimensions were 37.3 x 12 x 5.1 feet and she was built during
1904. Once again there is no indication as to her fate.

Apart from his boat buillding activities Mr Yamashita would
most 1likely have been involved in the maintenance of the
pearling vessels 1in their layup periods on the Broome
foreshore.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.
Asian Immigrants to Western Australia.

...................

YAMATSUO, Sinpuro, of Broome.

All we know of this man is that he is the registered builder
of a two masted schooner named "JIMMY", O/No.120038. She was
built during 1904 at Broome and was of 24.15 tons. Her
dimensions were 47.6 x 14 x 5.33 feet.

She was built for Thomas Clarke, a pearler from Broome and
her career ended on the 3/5/1918 when she ran aground on
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False Cape Reef and became a total wreck. Her Master was A.
Anderson.

As in the previous entry Mr Yamatsu was probably originally
employed in the pearling industry as a contract worker and
most likely did a lot of the fleet maintenance.

References. .Register of British Ships, Australian Archives.

...................

NOTE. ..

A considerable number of Japanese came into Western Australia
from about 1880 onwards and in a reference book entitled,
Asian Immigrants to Western Australia, by 2Anne Atkinsocon,
there appear quite a few carpenters who mainly come from the
Wakayama and Kobe districts of Honshu Island. This was a
noted boat building area, building mainly fishing type
vessels.

As some of these men have been positively identified as being
boat builders here 1in Western BAustralia it 1is hard to
differentiate just who were boat builders and who were shore
bound carpenters, or did they work at the different aspects
of the trade as the seasons and amount of work dictated. I
have decided to 1include those men who are listed as
carpenters, but who, as yet, have not been proven to Dbe
shipwrights in this addenda to the main work.

These men operated at both Broome and Cossack, some were to
die here and others went home. Whatever they did they all
left their mark in the North West.

ARATA, Samuno, of Broome.
He was born in 1863 and arrived at Broome in 1893. He 1is

listed as a carpenter at Broome until his departure in March
1918.

...................

ARATA, Torataro, of Broome.
Born at Wakayama in 18%0 he arrived at Broome in 1%16. He is

listed as a carpenter from 1916 until 1941. It is not clear
whether the three Arata’s are related.

...................

EGAWA, Takeji, of Broome.
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He was born in July 1854 at Kumamoto Ken, near Wakayama,
Honshu, Japan. He came to Western Australia during September
1897 and worked as a carpenter until his death at Broome in
March 1922.

HORI, Sanzo, of Broome.

Born in 1875 he arrived at Broome in 1897, He is recorded as
a carpenter until 1911 when he went overseas.

KEMOTO, Kintaro, of Broome.
He was born in 1869 at Teho, possibly now Toyo, on the Island

of Shikoku. He arrived at Broome in 1901 and worked as a
carpenter until leaving Broome in 1912,

KARIYA, Toraichi, of Broome,
was born in 1874 and arrived in Western Australia in 1894. He

is registered as a carpenter at Broome until his departure in
1916.

KITANCO, Fukumatsu, of Broome.
He was born in June 1869 at Kushimoto, the southernmost
village on Honshu Island and travelled to Broome in June

1896. He was listed as a carpenter until 1916 and then
bettered himself to hecome a clerk.

MASUMOTO, Yoshimatsu, of Cossack.
was born in 1874 in the wvillage of Xii on the Island of
Honshu and arrived at Cossack in July 18%3. He alternated

between Cossack and Roebourne in his places of abode and
occupation and from at least 1910 was a carpenter.

...................

MATSUMARA, Hezo, of Broome.

was born in 1887 and arrived at Broome during 1905. He 1is
listed as a carpenter working at Broome until 1941.

...................

MINAMI, Turajiro, of Broome.
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He was born in 1871 at Kobe on the Island of Honshu and
arrived in western Australia in 1894. He was employed as a
carpenter at Broome until at least 1916.

....................

NATSUMOTO, Shintaro, of Broome,
He was born in May 1868 at Kumamoto, near Wakayama on the

Island of Honshu. He was a carpenter at Broome until at least
1916.

ONQ, Kaichi, of Broome.

He was born at Wakayama in April 1875 on the Island of Honshu
and was a carpenter at Broome until 1928,

QOSHIGE, Charles, of Broome.

was born in 1864 and arrived in Western Australia during
1887, he was listed as a carpenter until 1917.

SAKAMOTO, Gengi, of Broome.
was born in June 1876 at Taijiken, Japan and arrived at

Broome in February 1896. He worked as a carpenter until 1907
and then became a boarding house keeper.

SETO, Yasuzo, of Broome.
He was born in December 1863 at Kii on the Island of Honshu
and arrived at Broome during August 1889. He brought his wife

with him and four children were born at Broome. He worked as
a carpenter until at least 1921.

...................

SHIGASAKU, Imamura, of Broome.
He was born at Kumamoto Ken on the Island of Honshu in 1871

and came to Broome in 1895. He was employed as a carpenter at
Broome until 1925 when he travelled overseas.

...................

SHIMOMURA, Yaichi, of Broome.
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He was born in November 1876 at Wakayama on the Island of
Honshu and came to Broome in July 1897. He was employed as a
carpenter by Moss, Richardson, pearlers until at least 1916.

SHIOJI, Genwyemorn, of Broome.

He was born in April 1867 at Wakayama and arrived at Broome
in July 1897. He is listed as a carpenter until 1916.

TACHIBANA, Shojiru, of Broome.

wag born in 1876 and arrived at Broome in 1890. He was a
carpenter until at least 1922.

WaDA, Jiro, of Broome.

He was born in 1863 and came to Broome in 18%4. He is listed
as a carpenter until 1902 when he left for overseas.

...................
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DENNY Bros,
DENTON, Cincintus,
DIXON, Charles,
DOUGLAS, William,
DOUST, Isaac,
DUNKLEY, R,
DUNN, Edward,

DUNN, James Richard,

EDWARDS, James,

EDWARDS, William Hugh,
ERENSHUISON, Henrichus,

EVANS, Clarence.

FARMER, Charles,

FARMER, J,

FAY, Lawrance

FERRIS, David,

FISHWICK, George Alfred,

FORSYTH, William Lawrance,

THIS STATE AFLOAT

of
of
of
of
of
of

of

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

of

of
of
of

of

of
of
of
of
of

of

Perth.
Mandurah.

East Fremantle.
Claremont .
Fremantle.
Perth.

Fremantle.

Perth.

Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Albany.

Augusta.

Cossack.

Albany & Cossack.

Albany .

Fremantle.
Perth & Fremantle.
Fremantle.

East Fremantle.

Perth.
Quindalup.
Fremantle.
Broome .
Perth.

Fremantle & Albany.
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45 .
49,
49,
50.
51.
51.

54 .

55.
55.
55.
56.
56.
56.
E7.
58.
58.

58.

59.
60.
63.

64 .

64 .
65.
65.
66 .
67.

67.



THEY

KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

GARRARD, William, of
GEARY, William, of
GEORGE, Frederick, of
GIBBS, James Dagley, of
GIBSON, Dawid, of
GIORGETTI, Samuel, of
GONZALES, Rose, of
GORDON, Alexander, of
GOURLEY, H & R, of
GREEN, William, of
GREGORY, Charles, of
GREGORY, Ancell Clement, of
GREIVES, James, of
GREY, A.R, of
GRIFFIN, Thomas, of
GWYNN, Henry, of
HALL, J.C, of
HAMTILTON, Thomas Wilson, of
HAMILTON, Walter John, of
HARDEY, Joseph, of
HARPER, Archibald, of
HARPER, Charles, of
HARRISON, Thomas, of
HARROD, G.C, of
HARVEY, W, of
HAWKINS, Charles, of
HAYMAN, George, of
HENCK, Fred, of

Geraldton.
Albany.
Fremantle.
Bunbury .
Geraldton.
Fremantle.
Broome .
Fremantle.
Eagst Fremantle.
Perth.

Perth.
Broome.
Fremantle.
Coffee Point.
Fremantle.

Perth.

Claremont.
Perth,
Geraldton.
Maylands.
Fremantle,
Cossack.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Perth.
Perth.

South Perth.
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68.

69 .

70.

70.

71,

71.

71.

72 .

72.

73.

74 .

74 .

75.

76 .

76.

77 .

77.

77.

79 .

79.

80.

80.

81.

81.

81.

81.

82.

B3.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

HIA, T.H,

HIGHAM, George,

HILL, Thomas Rowland,
HINES, Mr,

HOKIN, John,

HOSKINS & Co,
HOSSACK, Joseph,
HOUGH, James,
HOUSTON, R,

HOWE, Thomas William,
HOWSCN, Edward,
HOWSON, James,
HOWSON, Robert,
HOWSCON, Thomas,
HUDSON, Bros,

HUGHAN, William,

HUNTER, Edmund Harold,

ISBESTER, S,

ISBESTER, William Bruce,

JACKSON, aAlfred,
JACKSON, Benjamin,
JACKSON, Samuel,
JACKSON, William,

JACKSON, William Junior,

JACKSCON, William Dockray,

JOHNS, F,
JOHNS, Joseph Bolitho,

JOHNSON, Andrew W,

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

Perth.
Beagle Bay.

Perth,

Coffee Point.

Fremantle.
Perth.
Fremantle.
Bunbury.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Perth.
Fremantle.

Swan Point.

Cossack.

Broome.

Augusta.
Bunbury.
Perth.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.

Claremont .
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83,
83,
84.
85,
85.
87.
87.
87.
88.
88.
S0.
91.
91.
85.
95.
95.

S6.

96.

96.

97.
97.
97.
98.
100,
100.
100,
101.

101.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

JOHNSON, C,
JOHNSON, John,
JONES, Dawvid,
JONES, Frederick,

JORGENSON, N.T,

KELTY, H.W,

KEMDO, J.E,

KEMOTO, Kintaro,
KEMP, John & James,
KENNEDY, John,

KEY, Joseph,

KROSS, August,

LARSON, Hurbert & Lansg,
LAWRENCE, Samuel,
LAWRENCE, William,
LAWRENCE, William, junior,
LAWRENCE & ASQUITH,

LEE, Henry,

LETHARBY, T,

LEWIS, Bros, E A & G,
LINDON, Thomas,

LYONS, John,

LYONS, J & W,

MACKLE, Thomag,
McCARTER, George,
McDONALD, A,
McKENZIE, John,

McKERNON, G,

of
of
of
of

of

of
of
of
of
of
of

of

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

of

of
of
of
of

of

Fremantle.
Cossack.

Fremantle.
Fremantle.

Fremantle.

Albany.
Broome.
Broome .

Bunbury.

Nth Fremantle.

Fremantle.

Perth.

Albany.
Perth.
Perth.
Perth.
Perth.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Guildford.

Fremantle.

Broome.
Perth.
Perth.
Champion Bay.

Bunbury.
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101.
102,
102.
103.

104.

104 .
104.
104.
105.
105.
106.

106.

106.
107.
107,
10°7.
112.
112.
113.
113.
114 .
114.

114,

115.
115.
117.
117.

117.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

McKIE, Thomas,
McLEARY, Joseph,
MASON, Benjamin,
MASSEY, W,

MATHER, C,

MEWS, James John,
MEWS, James Robert,
MEWS, John Charles,
MEWS, John Charles,
MEWS, Robert,

MEWS, Thomas William,
Mews, Thomas William,
MEWS, Thomas William,

MILLER, Henry,

MILLERS KARRI & JARRAH Co.

MISLOIN, C,

MOLLQY, Capt John,
MOON, Chow,

MOONEY, W,

MORRIS, Joseph,
MORRISON, Hugo,
MURRAY, John,

MURRAY, William,
MURPHY, C W,

MURPHY -SCHRAEGER & Co,

MYSLIS, S,

NAIRN-CLARKE, W M,

NAYLOR, George,

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
ot
of
of
of
Of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

of

of

of

Broome.
Fremantle.
Cannington.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Perth.
Perth.
Fremantle.
Albany.
Perth.
Perth.
Perth & Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Broome.
Rockingham.
Broome.
Busselton.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Mandurah.
Bunbury.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Broome.
Broome.

Fremantle.

Albany.

Fremantle.
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117.

118.

118.

118.

118.

119.

115,

119.

119.

119.

119.

119.

1198.

128.

129.

129.

129.

130.

131.

131.

133.

134.

134,

135.

136.

136.

136.

137.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

NIELSON, Charles,

OLSEN, Jack,
QOLSON, Karl, (Charlie},
QLSSON, Johan Ludwig,
O’NEIL, James,

OSBORNE, James,

OSWALD, John,

OWSTON, Thomas,

OWSTON, William,

OWSTON, William, Junior,

PASSMORE, Henry,
PAYNE, George,
PAYNE, Bros,

PEAD, William,

PEAD, Alexander William,
PELOSIA, C,

PELOSIA, E,

PETHER, H,

PETERS, John Odgers,
PETERSON, Charles,
PETTERSON, Charles,

PRITCHARD, A S,

RANN, Thomas Richard,
RAPSON, Joseph,
RENOU¥, Francis,
RENNIE, Richard,
REWELL, William,

REYNQLDS, R H, Senior,

of

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

of

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

of

of
of
of
of
of

of

Broome.

Perth,
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Cossack.
Busselton.
Fremantle.
Cossack.
Preston Point.

Preston Point.

Perth & Fremantle.

Busselton.
Bunbury.
Perth.
Cossack.
Fremantle,
Broome.
South Perth.
Albany.
Broome.
Fremantle.

Fremantle.

Perth.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Rockingham.
Perth.

Bugselton.

PAGE 217

137.

138.

138.

138,

135,

139.

139.

141.

142.

142,

143.

145.

145,

l46.

l46.

147.

147.

14°7.

148.

148.

148.

150,

150.

151.

151.

151.

151.

152.




THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

RHODES, H,
ROBINSON & NORMAN,
ROSBERG, Hans,
ROY, Frank,

RUSSELL, Henry,

SAITO, 8§,

SADLER, H,

SARGENT, Rip,
SASAKI, Sakutaro,
SAWLE, J S,
SHATTELL, Albert, W,
SHERRATT, Thomas Brooker,
SHIELDS, Henry,
SINPURO, Yamatsu,
SLOAN, Alexander,
SMITH, Alfred,
SMITH, Charles,
SMITH, James Lawson,
SOBEY, Samuel,
SPRATT, Deverick,
SPRINGMAN, E,
STOREY, David James,
STREETER & MALE Ltd,
SUTTON, Henry,
SUTTON, Herman,

SWAN RIVER SHIPPING Co,
SWEENEY, James,

SWEETMAN, Bros,

of
of
of
of

of

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

of

Claremont.
Broome.
Fremantle.

Broome.

Perth & Albany.

Broome .

West Perth,

East Fremantle.

Cossack.
Broome.
Perth.

Albany.

Champion Bay.

Broome,
Bunbury.
Cossack.
Fremantle.
Perth.
Perth.
Mandurah.
Bunbury.
Fremantle.
Broome.
Mandurah.
Perth.
Perth.
Perth.

Fremantle.
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152.

153.

153.

154,

155.

155.

156.

156.

156.

156.

157.

157.

157.

158.

158.

158,

158.

155.

165.

167.

165.

165,

168.

168.

168.

169.

169.

170.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

SWEETMAN, Matthew,

SYMERS, Capt Thomas,

TAYLOR Bros,

TAYLOR, William Alfred,
TERRY, Henry,

THOMAS, Alfred,

THOMAS, Capt John,
THOMAS, John,

THOMAS & MURRAY,
THCMPSCON, Andrew,
TILLEY, Alfred Ernest,
TILLEY, James William,
TURNER, James Augustas,

TURNER, James Woodward,

URQUART, William,

VAN ZUILECOM, Charles,

WAGNER, Charles,
WALKER, Charles,
WALKER, John,

WATSON, Charles,
WATSON, Charles Henry,
WATSON, Charles Joseph,
WATSON, Robert George,
WEBB, Thomas,

WEIR, John,
WESTERGAARD & Son,

WONG, Siam,

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

of

Perth.

Albany.

Bunbury.
Broome.
Perth,
Fremantle.

Fremantle.

Nth Fremantle.

Fremantle.
Cossack.
Fremantle.
Broome.
Busgselton.

Augusta.

Fremantle,

Albany.

Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Perth.

Perth.

Busselton.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.
Fremantle.

Cosgsack.
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171.

171.

172.
172.
172,
173.
173,
175.
175,
176.
176.
177.
177.

178.

179.

179,

180.
181.
182.
183.
189.
180,
191,
1¢1.
161,
191.

192,



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

WOODHEAD & FLOWER, of Perth.
WRIGHTSON, George, of Fremantle.
WERIGHTSON, Rcbert, of Fremantle.
WRIGHTSCN, T, of Onslow.
YAMASHITA, Hatchinosuke, of Broome.
YAMATSU, Sinpuro, of Broome.

...................

INDEX TO SUPPLIMENTARY LISTING.

ARATA, Samuno, of Broome.
ARATA, Torataro, of Broome.
ELAWA, Takeji, of Broome.
HORI, Sanzo, c¢f Broome.
KEMOTO, Kintaro, of Broome.
KARIYA, Toraichi, of Broome.
KITANO, Fukumatsu, of Broome.
MASUMOTO, Yoshimatsu, of Cossack.
MATSUMARA, Hezo, of Broome.
MINAMI, Terajiro, of Broome.
NATSUMOTO, Shintaro, of Broome.
ONO, Kaichi, of Broome.
OSHIGE, Charles, of Broome.
SAKAMOTC, Gengi, of Broome.
SETC, Yasuzo, of Broome.
SHIGASAKU, Imamura, of Broome.
SHIMOMURA, Yaichi, of Broome.
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192.
192.
193.

198.

199.

199.

200,
200.
200.
201.
201,
201.
201.
201.
201.
201.
202.
202.
202.
202,
202.
202.

202.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT PAGE 221

SHIOCJI, Genwyemon, of Broome. 203 .

TACHIBANA, Shojiru, of Broome. 203.

WaDa, Jiro, of Broome. 203 .



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT PAGE 1
INDEX TO VESSELS.
VESSEL‘S NAME. PAGE No’s.
A.M. TREMLETT, 35.
ADA, 87, 91, 102, 147.
ADA WILLIAMS, 29.
ADELAIDE, 77 .
ADELINE, 16.
ADUR, 12.
ADVANCE, 110, 111, 168.
ADVENTURE, 111, 168.
AENONE, 84 .
AFRIC, 111.
AFRICAN, 68 .
AGNES, 195.
AILSA, 84, 155.
AKARANA, 115.
ALBANY, 111.
ALBATROSS, 68, 110, 111, 118, 145, 168.
ALBERTA, 29.
ALBION, 188.
ALERT, 39, 126.
ALEXANDER, 176.
ALEXANDER McCNEIL, 148.
ALICE, 111, 181.
ALINORA, 41.
ALISON MAY, 155.
ALLUA, 84.
ALOYSIUS, 71 .
ALPHA, 33, 90, 99, 104, 126, 129,
177, 178, 191.
ALTO, 75.
AMATEUR, 80.
AMELIA, 140.
AMERICAN TRANSPORT, 153.
AMITY, 60.
AMUR,, 196.
AMY, 6, 39, 95, 168, 175, 196.
ANNIE, 16, 29, 186.
ANNIE AGNES, 103 .
ANTELOPE, 73.
AQUINALDO, 71 .
ARABIA, 102.
ARAFURA, 50.
ARAWA, 55.
ARGO, 29, 35, 99.
ARIEL, 126, 195.
ARK, 82.
ASTRAE, 36.
AUMERIC, 29 .
AURORA, 30.
AUSTRALIND, 40.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

AVOCA,
AWHINA,
AWK,
AZELIA,

BALLIE,
BANDALUS,
BANINGARRA,
BARBARA,

BAY,

BEDOUT,

BEE,

BELGRAVIA,
BELLA,

BELLANA,

BELLE OF BUNBURY,
BEN CRUACHEN,
BERRINGERRA,
BESSIE,

BETTY,

BETTY MARGARET,
BILLY,
BIRCHGROVE,
BLACK SWAN,
BLANCHE,
BLENDON HALL,
BLUE BELL,

BLUE BIRD,
BONNIE LASSIE,
BONITA,

BONZA,

BOSSUT,
BOTHWELL CASTLE,
BOUNCE,

BOYD,

BRISBANE, H.M.A_S.

BRITTANNIA,
BRONLAN,
BRONLON,
BROOME,
BROTHERS,
BROWNIE,
BRYNMOR,
BUBBLES,
BULLETIN,
BUNBURY,

CALISTA,
CALEDONIA,
CAPE OTWAY,
CARESS,
CAROLINE,
CASILDA,
CATALPA,
CELTIC,
CENTURION,

L

55.
168.
171.
65.

111.
111.
194 .
134.
134,
29.
177,
34,
91,
36.
70.
153.
115.
92.
29.
50.
141.
153.

178.
44, 113.
93.

7, 43, 107, 108, 111, 144.

40,
170.
39.
84.
141.
36.
29,
134,
175.
104.
29.
41.
117.
29,
29.
91,
165.
111.
74 .
111.
134.
182,

105.
170,
153.
26.
151.
84 .
21,
111.
l46.

134,

176.

134.

171.

PAGE 2



THEY KEPT

CERES,
CHAFFINCH,
CHALLENGER,
CHAMPION,
CHANCE,
CHANTRESS,
CHARLES,
CHARLES CROWTHER,
CHARON,
CHIEFTAN,
CHIP,
CHIRRITTA,
CINGALEE,
CIRCE,
CITIZEN OF LONDON,
CITY OF PERTH,
CLARA,

CLARE,
CLARENCE PACKET,
CLARICE,
CLAUDIUS,
CLEAVE,
CLEMENTINA,
CLEOPATRA,
CLIFTON,
CLIO,

CLONEN,
CLYDE,

CLYO,
COLLIAR,
COLUMBIA,
COMET,
COMMONWEALTH,
CONCHIE,
CONSERVATIVE,
CONSTANCE,
COOEE,
COOLGARDIE,
COORIE,
CORINTHIC,
CORONA,
COSSACK,
COUNTESS,
CRABRO,
CRAIGIE LEA,
CRESTA,
CRAWLEY BELLE,
CRITERION,
CULVULLA,
CUMBERLAND,
CUPRUM,
CURLEW,
CYGNUS,
CYNTHIANA,

DAISY,
DAMPIER,

THIS STATE AFLOAT

36.
134.
84 .
53,
45,
29.
111.
67.
74,
134.
96 .
84 .
92,
111.
144 .
108,
77.
134 .
99,
12,
29 .
33.
186 .
39,
36.
115.
29.
157.
93,
134,
176.
127.
29.
134.
33,
39,
36.
39.
128.
153,
27,
41,
111.
134.
92.
113.
115.
111.
22.
173.
134,
84,
35.
153,

91.
181.

61, 120.
156.

154.

141.

111, 168.

194 .

32,

129, 137.

168.

129.

94 .

71, 115,

91.

PAGE 3



DAUNTLESS,
DAWN,
DAYLIGHT,
DELAWARE,
DEPUCH,
DERBY,
DIADEM,
DIANA,
DIANGEN,
DOLPHIN,
DOMINION,
DOONHOLM,

DON CLARENCE,
DON GERALD,
DON JOSEPH,
DON PERCIVAL,
DON VERONA,
DONA ELSIE,
DONA FRANCIS,
DONA MATILDA,
DORA,

DORIC,

DORIS,

DORIS GOOD,
DOROTHY,
DOUGLAS,
DOVE,

DRAGON,
DRIVER, H.M.S.,
DUCHESS,
DUGONG,
DULCY,
DUNSKEY,

E.J.A.,
E.M.D.,

E. ENJIBALA,
EAGLE,
EASTERN STAR,
ECHO,
ECLIPSE,
EDGAR NORMAN,
EDITH,
EDITHA,
EDWARD JAMES,
EIDA,

EILEEN,
ELEANOR,
ELIZA,
ELIZABETH,
ELIZA BLANCHE,
ELIZA JANE,
ELLA,

ELMA,

ELOISE,
ELSIE,
ELVIRA,

THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

176 .
6,
175 .
149.
198.
118.
145 .
93,
29.
84 .
39.
153.
29.
29.
29.
29.
29.
29,
29.
29.
22,
111.
111.
37,
26,
148 .
127.
110,
21.
111.
43,
14 .
56.

115.
69 .
27.
12,
99 .
36.
197.
29.
35,
91,
126.
38.
39.
40.
62,
151,
141,
185.
40.
149.
65 .
29,
89.

78,

181, 192,

99.

71.

36, 147, 191.

115.

39, 67.

111, 1e8.

44 .

23, 74, 110, 111,

36,
94 .

39.

64, 97.
174,
142 .

111.

196.

PAGE 4

168, 171



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

EMILLIENNE,
EMILY,

EMILY TAYLOR,
EMLYN CASTLE,
EMMA,

EMMA SHERRATT,
EMPIRE,
EMPRESS,

EMU,
ENCHANTRESS,
ENDEAVOUR,
ENTERPRISE,
EONE,

EOS,

ERA,

ERENA,

ERIC,

ESCORT,
ESQUIMAUX,
ESTHER,
ETHEL,

ETTA,

ETTICA,

EVA,

EVELYN,
EVERGREEN,
EXCHANGE,
EXPERIENCE,

FAIRY,
FALCON,
FANNY,
FAVOURITE,
FERRO,
FITZGERALD,
FLEETWING,
FLORA,
FLORENCE,
FLORES,
FLORRIE,
FLY,

FLYING FOAM,
FLYING SCOTCHMAN,
FORRESTIER,
FORTUNA,
FOXWORTHY,
FRAM,
FRANCES,
FRANCISCA,
FREDA,
FREDERICK,
FREMANTLE,
FRIENDS,
FROLIC,
FROSTY,

99,
40,
130,
111.
45,
45,
39,
38,
133.

169.
99, 152,
177.

156.
176.
102, 174.

4, 108, 111, 168.

4
111,
95.
39.
111,
36.
111 .
133,
134,
111.
36,
115,
181.
28,
39,
73 .
29.
29.

45,
40.
74,

168.

135.

181.

29, 111, 115.
153.

58, 191.

135, 153.

3, 97.

36.
126,
29,
36,
111,
39,
15.
40.
78,
94 .
93 .
84 .
134.
29,
175,
84 .
84 .
111.
66.

176.
81.
141, 168.

98, 177.

30.
176.

4, 47, 108, 168.

97.
35,

146.

PAGE 5

, 60, 111, 176, 194, 195.
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GABRAJ,
GALAH,
GAREENUD,
GAZELLE,

GEM,

GEORGE,
GEORGETTE,
GEORG IANA,
GEORGIC,
GENEVIEVE,
GERALDTON,
GHIO BATTO REPETTO,
GILMOUR,
GITANA,
GLADYS,

GLADYS OLIVE,
GLORIA,

GLORIA VIOLET,
GLORIANA,
GOULD,
GOVERNOR WELD,
GRACE,

GRACIE,

GREY GHOST,
GUILDFORD,
GUYON,

GYPSEY,

HAILCYON,
HAMPSHIRE,
HAMPTON,
HARLEY,
HAROLD,
HARRIET,
HAWK,

HEATH,
HEATHER FLOWER,
HEBE,
HECKLA,
HELEN,
HELENA,
HELENA MENA,
HENLEY,
HENRIETTA,
HERO,
HIAWATHA,
HILDA,
HINEMOA,
HOOGHLEY,
HOOSAC,
HOPE,
HOUGOUMONT,
HUGHIE,

HUGH NORMAN,
HUIA,

THIS STATE AFLOAT

155.
84 .
111,
104.
38,
181.
73.
155.
69.
114,
29,
83,
172,
91.

168.

6%, 165, 180, 191.

8, 115, 116.

134.
93 .
134.
103.
36,
193.
111.
135.
36.
16,
100.
165,

33,
1495
39,
18,
111.

37, 51.

197.

173.

129, 131.

99, 141.
76, 85.

6, 153, 196.

81,
17.
181.
36.
101.
155,
18,
40.
84 .
186 .
62 .
30.
82 .
28,
80.
153 .
47,
72,
29 .
29.
35,

134,

162.
76, B85.

30.

141.

36, 84.

PAGE 6



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

IBRIS, 41 .
IDA, 181,
IDA LLOYD, 50.
IDAHO, 150.
IDALIA, 74,
IDELIA, 37,
IDLER, 84 .
IDOTHER, 115.
IMOGENE, 86 .
INITRA, 35,
INTOMBI, 41 .
INVINCIBLE, 176.
TONE, 186.
IRENE, 115.
IRIS, 36,
ISABELLA, 180,
ISIS, 115,
ISOBEL, 152.
ITCHEN, 74,
IVERNA 2, 72.
VY, 93,
IVYDALE, 29.
JACK TAR, 62.
JAMES, 23,
JANDRA, 191.
JANE, 172,
JANET, 29,
JANETTE, 151.
JARRAHDALE, 56,
JESSIE, 39,
JIMMY, 157,
JOAN, 17.
JOAN QOF ARC, 71,
JOE CHAMBERLAIN, 39,
JOHN DE BAUN, 29.
JOHN & MICHAEL, 40,
JOSEPH MORRIS, 62,
JOYCE, 115,
JUBILEE, 90,
JUPITER, 36,
KALARQQ, 111.
KARALEE, 135.
KARRAKATTA, 29,
KATE FLORENCE, 41.
KATHLEEN, 41.
KATHLEEN F, 84 .
KEA, 191.
KENMORE, 111.
KENTISH LASS, 48 .
KIEWA, 111.
KILANDER BUX, 74.
KILLELLAN, 153.
KILMENY, 148.
KIM, 134,

186.

111.
51.

93, 94, 108.

181.

148.

59.

173.
166.

128, 150, 168.

56.
198.

134,

131.

114.

30.

PAGE 7



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

KING BAY,
KINGFISH,
KOOKI,
KURUMBA,
KYLIE,

L.C.,

La GRANGE,

La PEROUSE,

La RITA,

LADY CONSTANCE,
LADY FITZGERALD,
LADY OF THE LAKE,
LADY ORD,

LADY STIRLING,

LADY WALPOLE,
LALLA,

LANGDON,
LAPWING,

LASS OF GERALDTON,
LATINA,
LAUGHING WAVE,
LAURA,
LAWRENCE ,
LEANDER,
LEIGHTON,
LENNETT,

LEON,

LES TROIS AMIS,
LETA,

LETICIA,
LEVERETT,

LEXY,

LILLEE,
LILLIAN,

LILLY BLANCHE,
LILLY OF THE LAKE,
LINCELLES,
LINNET,

LITTLE EASTERN,
LOCHINVAR,
LORD,

LORNA DOONE,
LOTOLOP,

LOTUS,

LUCKY BOY,
LYNX,

M.S.W.,
McLHENNAN,
MacQUARRIE,
MADELINE,
MADGE,
MAGGIE,
MAISIE,

134,
111.
111.
153.
111,

35.
29.
29,
147.
153.
126.
191

5, 109, 111.
4! 7!

160,
17.
41 .
75 .
90 .
68.
84 .
78,
148.
111.
74 .
16.
168.
176 .
26,
40.
36.
42 .
29.
29.
134.
38.
141,
27.
84,
151.
139,
93 .
29,
134.
111,
95 .
72.

22.
181.
141.
26.
29,
39.
84,

55,

168.

98,

73,

186.

109,

165.

115.

169.

30.

115.

93.

60,

61,

168.

PAGE 8
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MATTAI,
MALENA,
MANDIS,
MANDURAH,
MANDYLEE,
MANX FAIRY,
MANXMAN,
MARGARET,
MARGUERITE,

MARGUERITE ETHEL,

MAR GYNE,
MARIA,
MARION,
MARITANA,
MARJORIE,
MARMONT,
MARS,

MARY,

MARY ANN,
MARY HARRISON,
MARY HERRERT,
MARY JANE,
MARY SMITH,
MAUD,

MAVIE,
MAVIS,

MAY,
MAYFLOWER,
MAZEPPA,
MEAN,

MEDA, H.M.S.,
MEDORA,
MENA,
MERCHANTMAN ,
MERMAID,
METIS,
MINAMICHI,
MINILYA,
MINNEHAHA,
MINSTREL,
MITCHELL,
MOA,

MOANA,
MOLLY,

MOMO,
MOPOKE,
MOSQUE,

MOSS ROSE,
MOSSIE,
MOZEL,

MOZEL TOV,
MUNDARING,
MURIEL,

MY LADY DAINTY,
MYRA,
MYRTLE,
MYRTLE ULGA,
MYSTERY,

g4,

101,
153.

36.

115.

87.
8.
106.
84.
29.
115.
29.
22,

THEY. KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

39.

7., 9, 39, S1.

181.
29.
17.
67,
4z,
89 .
78,
73.
92,
193.
181.
181.
84,
14,
145 .
135.
40.
126 .
135.
18,

36.
153.
40.
84,
172.
134.
181.
93.
29,

29.
15.
186,
29,
29,
30.
134,
39.
95.
99,
3i9.
25.
26,

140, 165, 181.

68, 141.
98, 99.

1471,

111.
45, 72, 115.

168.

187.

71.

125.

140,
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THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

NADINA,
NANCY,
NAPOLEON,
NATICIA,
NAUTILUS,
NELLIE,
NEPTUNE,
NERIAND,
NETA,

NEW MOON,
NEW PERSEVERANCE,
NILE,
NIOBE,
NOLLIE,
NORIMBA,
NORMA,
NORTHAM,
NORWOOD,
NUTIARA,
NYROCA,

OBERON,
OCEANO,
OLIVE,
OPAL,
OPHIR,
OPHIR 2,
OPHIR, H.M.S.,
ORCHID,
ORELIA,
ORONTES,
OSBOURNE,
OSPREY,
OTWAY,
OUIDA,

PALMERSTON,
PANDORA,
PARAGON,
PARKFIELD,
PARMELIA,
PATIENCE,
PATON,
PAULUS,
PEARL,
PEARL VIEW,
PEGGY,
PELSART,
PENDA,
PENELOPE,
PENGUIN,
PERSEVERANCE,
PERTH,

PET,

PETER PAN,
PETINA,

84 .
39.
19,
36.
40,
71,
29,
93,
29.
134.
26,
32.
93,
29.
111,
175.
134.
54,
39.
111.

39,
153.
29,
124.
115.
115.
115.
30.
158.
29.
111.
84 .
40 .
111.

20,
116.
189.
87,

PAGE 10

174.

99.
196.
36.
176.

102, 141.

168.

63, 68, 112, 136, 148, 156

93, 171.

138.

144 .

2, 85, 134, 158, 159, 163.

134.
29.
152,

153.

6, 165, 185, 196.

136.
22.
111,
181.
72
91 .
25,
55,
29,
81.
29.

140.

56.
91, 148.
185,



PHIL,
PHOENIX,
PHRYNE,
PHYLLIS,
PILOT,
PIONEER,
PLANET,
POMONA,
POSTROY,
PRINCESS
PSYCHE,
PYAP,
PYRENEES,
PYTHON,

MARY,

QUEEN,
QUEENIE,
QUEENIE ALICE,

RACEHORSE,
RAFF,
RAMILLIES,
RANGATIRA,
RARA AVIS,
RAY,
RAYMOND,
REDBILL,
REDWING,
RELIANCE,
REMEMBRANCE,
RETREAT,
REX,
RIBSTON,
RIP,

RIPPLE,
RIVER CHIEF,

ROBERT MORRISON,

ROB ROY,
ROBERT SMALL,
ROBINOR 1,
ROBINSON,
ROCKET 1,
ROCKINGHAM,
ROEBOURNE,
ROEBUCK,
ROMA,

RORY O’MORE,
ROSANNA,
ROSE,
ROSEBUD,
ROSEF,
ROSELLA,

ROSE OF SHERON,
ROSE PETAL,
ROTOHINE,
ROUZELLE,

THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

29.

115.
84 .

118.
95,
4,

92,
35,
74,
29,
36.
191.
100.
111,

39,
36.
17.

142,
134.
133.
30.
74 .
29.
91.
41.
36.
41,
153 .
29.
154.
141 .
57.
176.
62,
91.
92.
65.
29 .
29 .
176 .
56,
92,
198.
191.
174
62 .
16,
39.
130.
104.
180.
29.
146.
128,

47,

PAGE 11

126.

72, 166, 168,
8%.
36.
181.

30.

168.

180, 181.

164,

80, 176.

131,

132.

119,
93.

127, 128, 150, 168.

78, 108, 116, 181, 193.

150.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

RUBY,
RUTH,

S.P.S.,

St ELMO,

SABINA,

SABRINA,

SAGAMA RIVER,
SALITUAD,

SAMUEL PLIMSOLL,
SARA,

SARAH WILIAMS,
SATURN,
SAYONARA,
SCINDIAN,

SCUD,

SEA BIRD,

SEA GULL,

SEAL,

SEALARK,

SEA QUEEN,
SEASPRAY,
SETTLER,
SICAMOUS,

SIDRA,
SILVERSTAR,
SILVER WAVE,
SIMON TAYLOR,
SIPUT,

SISTERS,
SLOEPIE,

SNIPE,

SOCOTRA,
SOUTHERN CROSS,
SOUTH NEW MOON,
SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS,
SPECULATOR,
SPINAFEX,
SPINAWAY,
SPIDER,

SPRAY,

STAG,

STAR,

STAR OF THE SOUTH,
STAR OF THE WEST,
START,

STELLA,
STIRLING,
STRAGGLER,
STRUGGLER,
SUCCESS,
SUCCESS, H.M.S.,
SULPHER, H.M.S.,
SUNBEAM,
SURPRISE,
SWALLOW,

SWAN,

93.
29,

93.

36.

24.

56.

153.

84.

64 .

102 .

29,

36.

39, 115.
24, 169.
111.

68 .

36, 90, 135, 149.
36.

36.

181.

39, 98.
55.

115.
153 .

76, 85.
176 .
101, 106.
39,

126.

1.

89 .

90.

29.

93,

28.

4, 26, 47, 168, 188.

134.

51, 92.
40,

116, 152.
141,

36, 1l2s6.
70.

101.

78, 166,
176.

188.

29.

74 .

19.

160, 161.
162, 163.
176.

81.

17.

57.
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THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

SWEET NELL,
SYBIL,

SYDNEY HENRY,
SYLVIA,

TANAMI,
TEDDY,

TEDDY VOLNEY,
TESS,

THALIA,

THE DISTANT SHORE,
THELMA ,

THEO,

THERESA,
THETIS,
THISBEE,
THISTLE,
THOMPSON,

THOR,
THORNLIEBANK,
TIFERA,
TITANIA,

TI-TU,

TRANBY,
TRANSIT,
TRIBUNE,
TRIUMPH,
TRUSTY,

TRIXIE,

TRIXON,

TRY AGAIN,
TUDOR,
TWINKLING STAR,
TWO SONS,
TYPHON,

UILIE,
ULYSSES,
UNB,

UNCLE SAM,
UNION,
UNKNOWN,
URANUS,

VALDAVIA,
VALDEMAR,
VALDHANA,
VALDURA,

VALFREDA,
VALHALB,

VALHALLA,
VALKYRIE,
VALMEDA,

VALTHERA,
VALTHORA,

84,

115.
134,
115.

134.
134.
134.
93.
115.
116.
111,
134 .
187.
36.
115.
63,
159.
176.
44 .
29.
39.
29,
79.
111,
107,
26.
70.
36.
128.
73,
111.
68.
78,
115,

181.
136.
141 .
152.
176 .
13,

36.

167.
167.
137,
167.
167.
167.
137.
137,
36.

167.
a4,

64,

30.

168

93, 134.

111, 168.

111.

97,

87.

193.

167.

167.
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THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

VANDUARRA,
VANESSA,
VENMORE,
VENUS,

VERA,
VIBERTA,

VICTORY,

VIKING,

VILLE DE BORDEAUX,
VISION,

VIVIEN,

VOLADORA,

VOLANT,

VULCAN,

WAITANGI,
WALLAL,

WALTER & MARY,
WANDERER 2,
WAROO,

WAR CROESIS,
WARRANEEN,
WARRAWING,
WARRIOR,

WATER LILY,
WAVE,

WELCOME,
WESTRALIAN,
WHILEAWAY,
WHITE FEATHER,
WHITE WINGS,
WHYNOT,

WILD WAVE,
WILLIAM,
WILLIE,

WILL WATCH,
WINETTA,
WINNIE,
WOLVERINE,
WUNGARA,
WYNDHAM,
WYOLA,

YANDA,
YELKIE,
YULE,

ZEBRA,
ZEENIE,
ZEEWIJK,
ZEPHYR,
ZOE.

74 .
95,
115.
36,
168,
29.
115.
29,
84,
171.
a1,
29.
29,
153.
45 .

29.
134,
147,
29.
111.
153.
1l68.
84 .
33,

PAGE 14

90, 107, 108, 111, 114,
174, 187.

40, 56, 1&6.
115.

30.

15¢6.

129, 131, 177.

&, 112, 113, 194.

127.
29.

g, 87.

111.
91.
g4,
198.
98.
156.
166.
99.
181.
91,
57.
115.
134.
168.

115.
111.
111,

58.
36.
1.

94 .

112.

8, 99.

181.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

PLACENAME ,

ABERYSTWYTH, WALES,

ABROLHUS ISLANDS,
ADELAIDE, S.A.,

AHLSTAD, SWEDEN,
ALBANY,

AMERICA,
APPLECROSS,
ASCENCION ISLANDS,
AUCKLAND, N.Z.,
AUGUSTA,
AUSTRALIND,
AYLESBURY, U.K.,

BALTIC SEA,
BARRENGARRA CREEK,
BARROW ISLAND,

BAS SENDEAN,
BATAVIA,

BATH, U.K.,
BEACONSFIELD,
BEADON CREEK,
BEAGLE BAY,
BEDFORD, U.K.,
BELMONT,

BRECHIN, SCOTLAND,

BRIGHTON, SUSSEX, U.K.,

BROOME,

BULL'S CREEK,
BUNBURY,

BURSWOOD,
BUSSELTON,

PAGE 15

DEMOGRAPHIC INDEX.

PAGE NO 3.

101.

1,186.
6,98,105,126,132,138,139, 140,
149,195.

152.
8,9,19,40,45,46,56,58,59,60,67,69
73,76,78,98,103,105,106,127,136,
143,147,154,156,158,170,171,173,
179,184 .

46 .

8,115.

116.

116.
3,12,57,87,96,98,129,131,177,178.
70,104.

70.

142,

16 .

4,

17,197.

1,46.

22.

114 .

94 .

9,83,92,93,196.

112.

77.

170.

149.
6,7,9,13,15,16,17,22,30,33,35,39,
40,41,50,51,54,57,66,71,73,75, 81,
83,92,93,95,101,104,114,117,118,
128,129,131,134,135,137,146,147,
148,149,150,152,154,155, 156,157,
167,171,175,176,181,182,191,193,
198,199,200,201,202.

29,44,
3,9,12,13,28,33,57,68,70,73,78,87
97,104,113,116,117,124,127,132,
144,145,149,157,164,171,188,189.
77 .
9,13,23,33,65,78,121,129,139, 144,
151,177,189,197.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

CAMDEN HARBOUR,
CANNING,
CANTONMENT HILL,
CAPE BOSSUT,

CAPE HORN,

CAPE LEEUWIN,

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE,
CAPE TREGIER,
CAPETOWN, STH AFRICA,
CAREENING BAY,
CARNAC ISLAND,
CARNARVON,

CARNARVON, WALES, U.K.

CASUARINA REEF,
CASWELL BAY, U.K.,
CHAMPION BAY,
CHICHESTER, U.K.,
CHINA,

CHRISTMAS ISLAND,
CLAREMONT,
COCKBURN SOUND,
COFFEE POINT,
COLLIE RIVER,
CONDON,

CORINGA, INDIA,
CORK, IRELAND,
COSSACK,

COTTESLOE,

COWES, ISLE OF WIGHT,
CRIMEA,

CYGNET BAY,

DAMPIER CREEK,

DARDANUP,
DARTMOOR, U.K.,
DARWIN,

DE GREY RIVER,
DENHAM,

DENMARK, W.A.,
DEPTFORD, KENT, U.X.,
DERBY,

DEVONPORT, U.K.,
DONGARA,

DUNSBOROUGH,

EASTER ISLAND,
EAST FREMANTLE,
EAST PERTH,
EGLINGTON ROCKS,
EGYPT,

ENGLAND,

PAGE 16

107.
2,9,29,43,47,52,60,75,117,118,144
2,52.

82,148 .

116.

17,57,132,195.

131,132.

198 .

163 .

134,160.

55,132,160,173.

9,148,166.

169.

193 .

74 .
18,25.42.68.88.112.117.138.157.
85.

130,141,193.

174 .

8,9,33,41,50,77,152.
70,85,121,159.

18,75,85,115.

87,171.

195,196.

170.

166 .
4,9,13,14,21,22,33,34,39,58,76,79
94,96,101,103,115,118,125,126,128
138,140,141,142,146,153,154,155,
158,175,177,191,194,195,196,200.
84 .

165 .

142.

166 .

6,96,167,176.
88 .

142,

17.

80.

193.

9,17.
23,103,158,
197.

76 .
87,92,103.
12,33,197.

116.
49,63,64,72,134,137, 142, 155.

66.

192.

168.
2,3,7,12,22,34,44,54,56,64,68,73,
75,76,77,91,92,109,113,117,119,
129,136,140,141,151,153,156,162,
163,175,179, 188,192.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT PAGE 17

ESPERANCE, 67,165.

EXMOUTH GULF, 98,165 .

FALKLAND ISLANDS, 116 .

FALSE CAPE REEF, 157 .

FISH ROCK, 126 .

FLINT CLIFFS, 193,

FORESTIER ISLANDS, 96 .

FREMANTLE, 1-7,9,13,18,20-31,36-40,42,43,44,

48,50-53,55,56,57,60-68,70-73, 76,
77,78,80-85,87-94,97-103,105, 106,
108,112,113,116-127,129-138,140,
141-146,148,150,151, 152,153, 156,
157,158,160,162-166,168-170,172,
173-176,178,179,180,181,184,185,
186-190,192-197,

FRENCHMAN’S BAY, 57,106,179.

FRESHWATER BAY, 5,24,85.

GAGE’S ROADS, 4,16,90,110.

GAINSBOROUGH, U.X., 73 .

GARDEN ISLAND, 1,8,16,61,99,126,132,134,159, 160,
164,170,189.

GASCOIGNE, 110,166 .

GERALDTON, 9,17,18,19,27,34,42,67,68,69,70,
71,73,79,112,126,145,152,157,177.

GIBB’S LANDING, 47.

GLASGOW, SCOTLAND, 72,

GLOUCESTER, U.K., 34.

GOSNELLS 143 .

GUILDFORD, 2,9,16,17,34,36,47,48,52,53,59, 60

77,113,114,120,137,169,197.
GUILDFORD, SURREY, U.K., 156.

HALL'S CREEK, 28.

HAMELIN BAY, 9,70,96,100,128,189.
HAMILTON HILL, a1,

HEIRRISON ISLAND, 47,153,
HERTFORDSHIRE, U.K., 70.

HOBART TOWN, TAS., 59,98,170,175.
HONSHU, JAPAN, 14,198,200,201,202.
HULL, U.K., 79 .

INDIA, 3,130,170.
INDONESIA, 191.

IPSWITCH, U.K., 68.

IRWIN RIVER, €9, 145,

JAMAICA, 77 .

JAPAN, 14,198,200,201,202.
JARMAN ISLAND, 115.

JAVA, 154 .

JIM-JAM, W.A., 21,



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT

KALGAN RIVER,
KALGOORLIE,
KARRIDALE,
KELMSCOTT,

KENT, ENGLAND,
KIMBERLEYS,

KING GEORGE’S SOUND,
KING’S PARK,
KING RIVER,
KOBE, JAPAN,
KUMAMOTO, JAPAN,

LACEPEDE ISLANDS,
LA GRANGE BAY,
LAKE THOMPSON,
LAMACK ISLANDS,
LEEDERVILLE,
LESCHENAULT,
LIVERPOOL, U.K.,
LOCKVILLE, W.A.,
LONDON, U.K.,

MT BARKER,
MADRAS, INDIA,
MALDIVE ISLANDS,
MALMO, SWEDEN,
MANCHESTER, U.K.,
MANDURAH,

MANNUM, S.A.,

MASSACHUSETS, U.S5.A.,

MAURITIUS,
MAYLANDS,
MELBOURNE, VIC,
MELVILLE,

MELVILLE WATERS,
MEW’S LAKE,
MICHAELMAS ISLAND,
MICHAELMAS REEF,
MILL POINT,
MILLWALL, U.K.,
MOAMA, S.A.,
MONMOUTH, U.K.,
MONTE BELLO ISLANDS,
MOORE RIVER,
MOSMAN’S BAY,

MOUNT ELIZA,

MURRAY RIVER, W.A.,

NEDLANDS,
NEWCASTLE, N.S.W.,
NEW YORK, U.S.A

NEW ZEALAND,
NICKOLL BAY,
NOETHAM,

2,45,67,69,156,171.

148.

96 .

173.

140.

1,28,107.
1,45,53,132,170.
7.

3,147,156.

198, 201,202.
200,201,202,

9,37,92,108,129.
193.

119,120.

65.

78.

174.

18,113.

165 .

PAGE 18

27,44,51,131,142,144, 156,158, 164.

82.
170.
153.
152.
77 .

21,35,49,54,62,105,12%,131,145,

167.
191,
106 .
3,101,142,170,174.
2,79.

6,43,82,95,108,116,166,175.

8.
3,60,61,75,85.
53.

136.

93.

5.

112.
190,191.
71 .

4.

103,
9,52.

2,55,61,10z2,122,160,161,186,187.

3,49,68,82,126,131,167,

9,35,36,144.
16.

116.

27,28,
4,193.

67.



THEY KEPT THIS STATE AFLOAT PAGE 19

NORTHAMPTON,
NORTHFLEET, U.K.,
NTH FREMANTLE,
NORTH WEST CAPE,
NORWICH, U.K.,

ONSLOW,
ORD RIVER,
OYSTER HARBOUR,

PAS, ITALY,
PEEL’S HARBOUR,
PENGUIN ISLAND,
PEPPERMINT GROVE,
PERTH,

PETERBOROUGH, U.K.,
PICTON,
PINJARRAH,
PITCAIRN ISLAND,
POINT BELCHES,
POINT CLOATES,
POINT HEATHCOTE,
PORT ADELAIDE,
PORT ARTHUR,
PORT AUGUSTA,
PORT DENISON,
PORT ELLIOT,
PORT ESSINGTON,
PORT GREGORY,
PORT HAMELIN,
PORT HEDLAND,
PORT IRWIN,

PORT MELBOURNE,
PORT ROYAL,
PORTSMOUTH, U.K.,
PORT WALCOTT,
PRESTON POINT,

QUEENSLAND,
QUINDALUP,

READING, U.K.,
REDCLIFFE,

RICHMOND,

RICHMOND RIVER, N.S.W.,
RIVER THAMES, U.K.,
ROCKINGHAM,

ROCKY BRAY,

ROEBOURNE,

34,

112.
9,29,30,34,52,67,105,153,174.
186.

63.

9,31,54,90,94,128,190,198.
28.
58,136,147,171.

93.

131.

173.

35,39, 101.
2-5,8,12,14,17,19,21,32,35,39,43,
48,49,53,55,60,61,63-66,73,74,75,
81-87,91,95,103,106-122,128, 141,
142,143,144,147,149,151,154, 155,
156,160,164,167-170,172,177, 182,
183,184,185,187,188,191.

24 .

70.

174 .

116.

2,5,52,120.

148.

60,141.

132,133,

13,

173 .

103.

132.

60.

3,25,73,87,186.

195.

16.

68,69.

62.

77 .

147.

20,42,195.

2,52,80,140,141.

12.
13,65,197.

100.

182.

9,63,72.

63,132.

83.
7,21,39,119,128,150, 151.
43,56.

212,42,80.
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ROEBUCK BAY, 6,81,196.

ROTTNEST ISLAND, 5,8,69,100,166.

ROUNDHOUSE, 119.

SANDY ISLAND, 80 .

SCOTLAND, 55,78.

SHARK’S BAY, 6,20,38,40,54,57,87,97,125, 145,
165,186,193,196.

SHIKOKU, JAPAN, 104,155,200,201,202.

SINGAPORE, 74,78,92,98,133,157,174,186.

SISTER’S RELF, 126.

SOURABAYA, INDONESIA, 92.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 12,62,71,133,169,190.

SOUTH PERTH, 8,9,15,18,26,61,65,82,83,109,110),
111,115,116,146,147,149,150,168,
184, 188.

STAFFORD, U.K., 76 .

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN, 137,153,167.

SUMBAWA, INDONESIA, 186.

SUNDAY ISLAND, 150 .

SUNDERLAND, U.K., 91,192,

SUSSEX, U.K., 85.

SWAN POINT, 9,57,95.

SWAN RIVER COLONY, 1,19,21,23,24,32,33,51,59, 60,63,
70,71,72,79,85,87,91,97,129,136,
158,177.

SYDNEY, 6,13,26,35,60,116,168.

TASMANIA, 173,175.

THURSDAY ISLAND, 7.

TIMOR, 39.

TOBY’'S INLET, 33,129.

TONGA, 27.

TORBAY, 45,46,136.

TRISTAN DE CUNHA, 170.

TURTLE ISLAND, 195.

VASSE, 70,73,104,138,139,145, 164,174,
189,197.

WAKAYAMA, JAPAN, 14,200,201,202.

WALES, U.K., 172.

WARNBRO SOUND, 131.

WEST HARTLEPOOL, U.K., 153.

WHALER’S TUNNEL, 119.

WOODMAN’S POINT, 7,173.

WYNDHAM, 28.

YALLINGUP, 13.

YILGARN, 107.

YORK, 45,134,154



APPENDIX 1.

Just prior to the completion of the research for this book I was
fortunate encugh indeed to obtain a copy of this old Union book.
The Union was a local Western Australian organisation which later
amalgamated with the Federal Union te become the Federated Ship-
wrights and Ship Constructors Association of Australia.

This award was ratified in the industrial court on the 13/6/1919
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17. Lay and bolt sll solid wood foundations for auxilisry
‘machinery.

18. Build and fix up skids for frames.

19. Make all moulds whish may be reguired by any
workman employed in the shipyard.

tilation.

21. Attend plumbers throughout the ship.

22. Fit up and finish stuffing hoxes and sockels for
ancher (or fish) davits.

23. Fit ganger oyes for suspending calbiles, and ganger
eyes throughout the ship.

24. Make moulds for and fit and fastesn stays for break-
whater,

25. Cut decks for and fit all deck lights, and finish the
cutsing and malking water-tight of the deek in way of the-
light.

26. Fit and fasten training, and seouring sheet blocks.

27. Fit sll sheaves in Lillers, bitts, catheads, pin rails,
aud fair leads.

28, Fit and fasten all capstans.

LAY 29. Make and mount all masts, spars, vowspribs, yards,
% ‘buoms, derricks, gaffs, flag and eompass poles.

! '!. © 30, Make abd mnunt tops (sparrecd vv grated), truaaol d
' trees, eross trees, and outriggers.
B

31, Fit soles and fisten stoud for steering gear.

o 82, Fit and secure rudder chains, keys and stoppers
od Al in radders,

33\ Fit woed packing inside rolling keels.
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S 1Y I.—ny ﬁ"ﬂ' all ve.ssda in-Tloft and scneve gam
“attend boards. = Makemoulds 1:moulding Toft

% Make a.nd.dréas metieve, 'hoa.t&h fixed an\;l ible
3. Lay all keel and blige blocks. | #oiie
- 4 Layall keels.;putnp sheis, sbern poaas a.mi stgrns
plumb ‘shore apd fair the dame, - .
5. Make n.nd ‘put wp all upnghl.a S‘L'!.ge‘: a.nd gangwayb
. Pat op and fix all. Emmas bca.ms “apd. os.rlms. anc
]evel th.e SATNO tc ghear. . .
s Make, run, “and toke offull r:hmd'a . g :
8. Do all shonug, shear and hnejm‘ ,pla.tmg, a.nd pu
onall water lines. 7
Xi 9. Make,’ build up, anﬂ prepn.n
aunch dock and slip the vessels, and stage the game.
™™ +10. Make wmoulds for, and put up, all. hn\d nnd Lweel
deck stanchions and ladders. .- . ’ o -
v 11. Place, chook and secure 'Lll weater t,a.nks aud 96 i
those in cargo spaces.
. 12 Fit a]l shifting boardy. Pl
13. Prépars, fiv and fasten all. c.eﬂmg

-fining in cargo spaces, whether fastened to w grou
bolted to frames, and case all stanchions.

14. Prepare and fit up all trunks, if, of: x&ood, ior 2
" .or ceal hatel 88, 4

"15. Prepare aud fit up trunkes lea,dmg t.o \vate:
15 Pmpa:a and fit up all trunks 1aadmg to cham

1
20. Make, fik, and secure all air boxes for cattle ven- &

34, Avrauge for, fit and fasten all Jack st-aye t,o sky--
lights, deck houses, covering boards, companions, casing aud
wash hoards,

35. Make, fit and [asten all fnishing choeks at break of
forecastle, bridge and poop.

48, Make and fit all capstan bars when of wood. When-
material for these racks ig propared by hand, the s}upwrwhfn
are to do this work,

87. ¥it all anehor chocks, beds and all fastenings for
same ; make all awning spars, ridge-poles and spreaders.

33. Fit all boats chocks, fasten ajl bollards, put up all
bulk-heads if of wood, do all work in coal bunkers.

38. Ceiling in lower holds, also spar eeiling in 'tweea
decks, store-rovna and refrigerators; all insulatien to be
classed as ceiling ; also tunnel-casing caulk desks ; make, fit
and fasten all coamings: make all cattle and horse boxes,
shecp, horge and cattle races and fittings, casing for steering

seav, and all work in eonneetion with coaling p IYant; and the
tting out of all sandaiwood ships.

40. Dry docking of sll vessels, including breast and
bilge shoring ; to lay and fasten ail decks of woud ; make allt
derricks, and fit and Fasten 2ll iron-work for same.

41. Lay hlocks for docking and shipping and securs thc
same, zut blocks apd cup pieces, remove keel and bilge
blncks and shores, shore ships when beiug docked, with the
assistance of labourers to earry material and assist with
lifts.

42. When old or decayed work requires to be removed -
in preparation for repairs, labourets may be employed to ;
nssist shipwrights so far only as the removal of material |

§
is concerned alter such materinl has been detached by ships /
wrights. G ;‘

't
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V‘R‘,e'mova.l'of Cattle, Sheep and 'Hi)rse '
. Fittings. '

% 43, Shipwrights to be employed with the assistance of
labourers.

. 44. Fittings on deck, including fair loads, veniilators,
‘dea)d lights, eye-bolts, ring-beolts, and - all weathor deck
fittings ; all fore and afters, if of wood ; framing of all ship's
wond or iron, beant, moulpls and drawing boards

43. Making and fitting of hatches; eut holes through
deeles for down-pipes, sluice valve, water-tight door, valves,
ventilatory, and for companion-ways end skylights : making
of all gratings. i

48. All insulation in meat and fruit ships, tucluding
" hatches, doors and trunk ways ; ice hoxes in fishing boats.

47. Make and fix all famp boards for side lights and
stern lights, accommodation ladders and weather deck
ladders: ‘make all moulds for ironwork.

48 Make all masts ; fit and fasten

all ironwork ; oiake
all wedges for same.

49. Make and fasten all moorings on deck ends, and
round houses,

3 0. All slip ways to be in charge of o foreman ship-
' wright, who shall give all orders.

o 8L-All pipe-casting in lower holds and *tween decks,
tncluding sound pipes 2nd sluice valve rods.

.\ 52, Make and fasten all rails of woud ribhous for frames
and beams, shoring z2nd fairing of saume, also shearing and
-linifig off for plating, 3
- °, 53 Make all moulds and templates for stanchions, in-
B}udmg\'lower told "tween deck awning, bulwark and main

g

rail and hold ladder stanohions:;. steering gmr'w‘bé'fas%q’ed__
and leads for same; whifting boards in lower holds: and’
’tween decks; all work in ship's tnnnel and trunk ways. 4
54. Make and fasten all wash boards; fasten all wind-
lasses ard winches; and make all beds for same, Y
55 Fit up all weather screems on bridge decks an
promenade decks. iy
56. Fit up all lamp rooms, electric wire casing, bell wips: =
casing, all stoxe rooms, compass stand and wheel. ]
57. Make all bucket recks and life-belt boxes. A

58. Cuse in all scupper pipes, drain pipes, throughout

—

ship.
59. Fit out all ships for bulk wheat; fit ont all trans-
purts and troopships. g — o
60. Fit up all steering gear and stern bushing for
shaftiug. .,

6l. Fit and fasten all bumpkius, and cut ail sheave,
holes for fore, main and mizzen braees. :

82. ¥it, fasten and finish all sealing pieces on forecastle
heads. ‘ i

63. Prepare, fit and fasten all covering boards, and falso .
covering boards across poep. bridge and forecastle; also all
washboards. |

B84. Make, fit and fasten all weather screens,

65. Fit and fasten all cleats for working ship, and make"
the saine when of wood. R
., 686. Make and mount sll fenders, and mount the same
when made by machinery. ; "

67. Fit and fasten clamps aad sockeis for flag-pole:

68. Make and mount all trawling beams, 'and fit ay
fasten all gear connected with the same. SRS

B - - o5
=i
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.+~ 69. Make moulds for all trawling ports; and fit and
fasten the same. :
70. Make snatch brake in rail, ‘hinge the same.
71. ¥it all log lines, reels and pateut sounding apparatus:
also make and finish platform for same.

72. Make, fit and fasten battens on spare shafts.

. 73. Propare, build and put up all magazines in merchant
ships, and finish the saine.

74. Fit and fasten maat parlners and cosmings, and
wedge masts,

75. Ceil all coal bunkers, also fore and afier peaks,

76. Caso in all pumps, discharge and other pipes through-
out all decks, holds, tunnels. bunkers, boiler and engine
rooms, elc., exchpling passenger and crew accommodation.

77 Clead all tunnels.

78. Prepare, §it and fasten all wood work for cargo and
ballast ports.

79. Make, fit and fasten all frames for cargo ports,
gangways, coal, and ventilaling ports; alse make and (it the
wood port lids for these ports, or clead port lids if of iron,
ve-rubber all ports. ¢

¥

ports in ship’s side and at stern.

81. Make moulds for, and fit and fasten chainicon-
duetors, and make the same when of wood. .

82, Make, fit and fasven
coamings. :

83. Make, fit and fasten solid platforms for ladders in

- ha_l?chways. . .

* ar-8de, Doall wood work- in cénnection with bydraulie or

-‘ﬁm{ hoists.

80. Tasten all hooks, fair lends, and chains for square =

hateh coamings and false

11 N

85. Make, fit and fasten protective chocks for ash \
shoota.

86. Tit aud fasten all ventilators throughout veseel, cut
all holes through decks. ] .

87. Make moulds for, it and fasten cast sisel bitts abaft
the masts. -

88, Make moulds forand fit all rollers in way of hatches
where wanted.

89. Fit up «ll eye plates over batches.

90. Make and fit up all sweat boards.

91. Fit znd fasten all door cheeks in iron bulkheads and
ship-side, and steps for same. .

92. Prepare, fit and fasten all choeks for fastenings
_going through ship’s side or deck,
’ 93. Fit and fasten all eye bolts and ring bolis through

deck,

B 94. Make, fit and fasten all chooks for spare machinery’
‘... seoure-and cover the same when required.

95. Shipwrights to make all their own moulds.

98. Clead all iron bulkheads in cargo spaces.

97. Fit and fasten all véntilators, aod make the same if
of wood.

3. it and fasten all brackets, and epse all steam’ and
- hydraulic pipes, and all steering rods and chains requiring
to be covered. .

99. Cover all valve rods throughout ship with wood.

100. Eit up and fasten after, main, bilge, [vesb water;
dewntown, and all other pumps, all gear. aod previde |
stowegs for the same ; also sccure portable pumps. - = <. 4




101 Lay sole for puraps, and stow all gea.r ‘for same: in
pump rovo.

" 102. Fit and fasten all pumpstands with sbay-a attaehed,
also mowlds Tor stowage of same.

{
f 10%. Fit and fasten steering engine.
; 104., Fasten cooking range.
105. Muke woulds, fit and fasten all stpwage for venti-

fation pipes throughout the ship. and for ventilation
coamings.

106. Becure all boilers, machinery, yathts, lannehes, and

J ba.rges for transportation.
107. Prepare all deck planks for laying (if not dong’ by

machinery). .

108. Lay and finish ell fixed or portable decks, any
thickness, in cabine, saloons, store, or any room or deck in
the ql’l:p

109. Preparo, fit and fasten all margin planks, water-
ways, covering boards and jsmming pieces, and all aheﬂ.thmg
and sparring oo top of woed or iron decks.

110. Prepaie, fit and fasten ventilator coamings on all
gecks.
111. Do all cauiking.

112. Tit end fasten all refrigerating machines, and case
in the same with wood hulkheads.

113. All work in connection with insulated heolds and
"tween decks, which are intenided for carrying refrigernted
GATEO. ]

114, Case all pipes leading throngh tunnels

115. Vit wnd fasten. ail extra temporary wood work
ecessary for making vessels of light construt:tion seaworthy.

14

]31 ' Hit and fasten all patent life preservarq

132 Fit und fasten anchor nod boats davits, davit
sookets, plates and stuffiing boxes.

_.133. Make, mount, it wnd fasten catheads ; fit &nd
fasten enchor cranes.

134. Fit and fasten eye plates for guy ropes, toppmfr
lifts, buats davits, ridge chains, boats guys, shroud chains
and port pennants.

135. Fit erntehes for anchors, boems and davits.

136. Tit and secure waist anchors,

187. Make, fit and fasten all wend harbour davits, snd
place all eye bolts on side of ship for working same.

138. Make, fit and stow gangway and platform ior
patent sounding .Lpparatus

139. Fit, fastcu and fwish.all gear in conmection with
recommudation ladder on ship's side and deck, and stow the
SO

14¢. Fit and fasten leadman’s platform and all gear in
eonnection with same.

141, Make mouids for ghain plates, bolwarks stanchions,
and place the same.

142, Make. fit and fasten selid top gallant bulwarka
lmlt,ed to ma.m rail,

143. Put all copper or other metal on rails, and deck
énds, either shect or tube; it and fasten Lrass work for
gangway rails, and make same,

M4, Fit and fasten all iron and brass work connected
. With ﬂ.eckq

A, 145, Arrange, it and Iasten all guard stanchions.

. game.

" snd aft, and planked gengways, stanchions, and all other
.+ gear connected with the same.

" leads.
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116. Make, Gt amd secwre all spar bed~ hmneaa c.a.sk b
water task, and auchor bede.

117. Fit and fastén all hateh, deck houss, water ..loset 1
front of forecastle snd ponp coarhings (if of wood}, nnd b,ll
false coamings, covering iron coamings.

118. Make, fit and fnish all carlin, sparred and solid

hatches.

119. Make, fit and fosten sll hateh and seuttle commugs
and hatch covers.
120. Fit and fasten all skyhghts Compﬂnlons and. deck
honses. :

121. Make. fit and fasten all cants bolted throngh decks.

122, T4t and fasten all cranes, winches and wind-lagses
also make, fit and Fasten all wood windlasses.

123. Cut hawse holes in wood.

‘124. Fit aud fasten with chocks, hawse and muormg
pipes.

125. Fit and fasten all steering gear, and all rollerg'
rodk, chains, stanchiens, and al geur connected with the

iy

126, Moke, fis #od fasten flying and pilot hridges, fore

127. Fit and hahen sl belfries, fog homns, and atl falr

. I28. Make, it and fasten aheﬂ.va chocks for hmceg alﬁo
fit and fasten stands for brace h]oeks .

129. Make and fit all mou]ds fer boats.

130. Prepare, fit, fasten and finish boat skieds b-:m.t
chocks, crutches and 1} boats monntinga. ) y

- controllers.

15

. 146. Prepare, it and fasten all cidge polas fit and b
fasten ,stanchmna, erutches, sookets and all gear connec‘c.ed
‘with awnings.

147. Fit and fasten suckets for capsban rollers. i

148, Fiv and fasten all cruiches and plates for booms
and derricks. .
* 149. Fit and finish for carver, figurc-head, trail board,
head board, bow and stern carving, and {asten the same to
ship; At and fasten quﬂ.rter pieces, gnarter galleries, end a,ll
mouldings outside.

150. Make and fit cargo deck covers and cargo rail
covers, and make all fenders: make coal tram skids and
trestles, and all other cargo skids and staging reguired for
the loading or discharge of eargo ; make cargo and baggago
chutes aud hatch standards.

151, Train in hawse, mooring, and stern pipes, and fit in
the pipes; make moulds for bLmekling bars, end make; fit
and Hoeish ehe plugs, and stow all gear connested with same,

152, Fit with ehocks and seles windlass, riding bitts,
sompressors, stoppers, anchor and chain slips, and cable

153. Chock and securs capstan engines; make, fit and.

finish capstan bars and haudspikes,

154. Make anchor moulds, anchor and cable beds, bill

' hoards. and sccure all anchors.

156. Fit 2ad fix ivon cranes, S
.157. Fit and fasten timber heade, half rouuds and coal
seuttles aund finish the same.

158. Cut scupper holes threugh decks, waber-ways dr
covering boards, and it grating for same ; a.nd u.ll obhe:‘ z
holes ent thronvh wood work. ’ v

155. ¥it and fasten gamson peosts nnd eye plates.




T -

189. Prepuve, fit and fasten wmain,

: . top-gallant and
taxpin rails, fife rails and stanchions. E 3

and all rdils gn
+ when material is preparod by hand, the shipwrighits are to
do the preparing. c - -

160. Prepare, fit and fasten nculding on outside of
¢overing boards on ship’s side, and on Fore and aft gang-
WAYE. 3

fit and fix all mounting on hatch coamings.

fastenings through decks.
163. Male, fit and fasten mianger aud brealwater.
164. Make, fit and fasten knight-heads, hawse timBers,
Jbowsprit, windlass, pall, gallas, riding and other bitts,

mooving pipes, capstan, gallas head, figure head, head
kuees, trail boards, head boards, head ruils, cdrving and
all work-connected therewitl,

guard hoards, beliing, and hilge keels.

. deck danges, and bolt the same, if required.
1688, Malke, it and fasten «ll belaying cleats and pins,

169. Fit sll lightning conduetors as requivad ; prepare,
1t and fasten all woodwork in connection with water-tight

18

. 1B1. Dress all woed work for shipwrights’ use when
not done by machinery. Any spar requiring to be made if
gent to the sawmills or elsewhere and sawn to the tapered
dimensions recognised in spar-making, no member of the
Society shall work on it cv fnish is.

Work in Wood, Composite and War Ships.

frames ov cants.

beams, carling (fore and afters), pointers, orutclies,
diagonals, ivon knees {in holda or “tween decks), hold and
*tween deck scanchions, air ports ov pipes fer ventilating
purpnses, bew, side and stern ports.

184. Make moulds for ircn knees.

185. Dress, fit and fasten stem snd stern posts, dead
wood, .apron, cheek pieces and sut water. '

186. Prepars, fit and fasten all cutside planking from
keel to gunwale, the same fo bs dubbed fair, planed aud

bitts, and wast partners.
192. Fit and Fasten channel pieces and channel plates,
and make the same when of wuod.

193. Fit and fasten bulwarks when to he caulked.
‘194. Make moulds for, make, fit and finish all hatches.
-

mptal or wood stenchions, alse gunwale or stern mouldings; -

5{  161. Prepare, fit and faston all fore and afters; als¢ .

162. Fit and fasten all oye bolts, ring holts, and other

bawse pipes, compressors, anchor stoppers. anehor chocks,

165. Fit and fasten all falsa rails or mouldings on %

ship’s sides ; also make, 6t, fasten sud finish bill boards, ~ -
166. Fit all stands for side lights.

167. Fit with chocks and soles, when required, all f
trapsporting chocks, bollards, rollers and fair leads; also

182. Make, fit and fasten transoms or stern frames, ail =

183. Fit and fasten clamps, breast hocls, heams, half "

caulked.
187. Do all dowelling, sheuthing and coppering.
188, Cut all eide lights and ports through ship’s side.
189. Fit and fasten keel plates.
: ,190. Make moulds tor port doors. i
. 191. Dress, fit, fasien and finish nmioukey bibts, mast. :
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:71 Iﬁn.lm all funnel hoards.
.+ 12: Put.up all holkheads in holds und *bween deck(é

.. (both strustural and divisional), and those dividing cargo .

~»:  sphoes from passenger, crew and stove-room aecemmodation;

spaces.

wood.or iron, wingwales, spooson cliocks, eceentrie chocks,

hateh on top of paddle box when solid, all belting and

 sponsons, wing plated, stanchions, stuys, and all work

Eonuected therewith; make, fit and fasten paddle wheel
oats,

174. Make and put up chain lockers, pump scales,
punrp wells and casing.

2 175, Case all stanchions and keelsons. and line al
cergo spaces where reguired.

_— 175. Prepare, it and fasten all spav ceiling throughout
“ﬂ:ahip.
177. Make, fit and fastenall coamings for live stock
Bbtings.
178 Make moalds for, and fit and fasten all hose veels
¢-and mcke.

-179. Build and repair ship’s hosts snd life raits ; finish
"and equip same. All punts, flats or other vessels requiring
to be rendeved watertight, and all foating targets and
~ rafts.

180, Make, fif and fasten all wood stanchions in socket:
or sunk in deck; fit and fasten all irou ov other metal
stanchions: fit and fasten all other stanchions, turmed or
otherwise” - 3 : J '
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Fit and Fasben coamings for cooking range.
Fit all coamings for drip paus.
Make, fit and fasten water tank coamings.

198. Make all moulds for aymour plates.

199. ¥it and fastery ail armour plates, also 1>a}ck1ng
connected with the same.

200, Pit and fasten port cheeks,
necked with gun porbs. .
: 201. Make, fit and fasten ali torpedo and bouts’ rooms.

" 902, Make, mount and sling rudders.
203. Fit nod fasten navy steps.
- 201, Fit and fasten gun racesand all chocks connocted
with the same, and gun fittings. .
205, Bnild and &b up completely all magazmes and
shell rooms, with their light hoxes.
506. Malte miculds for ramming stay plates.
207. Make snd fit all mowlds for gun casemabes, and
- for sighting ports in same.

208. Tit ull gun and cusemates door ragers. _
= ‘2.09.- Make all moulds for stewing gear for guns inside
: crsemates. ) v
210. Blake all moulds for seamen’s bag racks if of iren,
snd puf the racks in place and fasten them. .

3 and B and fasten all xacks for
211. Make moulds fora e

rifles, bayomets, pistols, cutlasses, :
boarding axes when these racks are made of irom or other

195.
‘ 196
4 197.

and all work con-

mnetal. J .
212, Make monlds and Bt in place all nrmour for r"_ea_a.dy
use WDAgAZines. "

F:)L-t;_, s -

“also chafing pieces, stifenaers and cants to the same; roall
~wood work In conngction with iron hulkheads in cargo

178." Fit and faston paddle-box beams rims, whether of .

0




i

e .

r

© 20

213, -Lay and fnish al !
2 ; - | call fixed or portaple o
S:I_cl.k:,mﬂa:_ts ?1 coverings, in store, t;m'pel()l(xlj, capst.ﬁ}:rli;f?r:'ms,
3 : Grivg-engine, or any obher room or deck in tlllensDI;?;,
. f Clea.gi'. with wood aly stiffeners, aneles o ;
sita of cabing, if reqnired. n T T

215. Make and i cov 5 for i 2 ;
st 1 qlmrt.er;lh ov all watertight cofferduras,
216, Case inall » ipes i
.. S¢ 2 all sbeam pipes, except i eabing oy storg

217, Line up all shot hejsts
7. I shot heists, fig
same where fastenad throngl woad nie.

218. Make moulds and At e
throughout the ship.

flf))' Make vionlds for ftters in shell rooms,

220. Make moulds for all weur |
roonl, secure t-rc:llies, tor;;ss:fl;‘hgfgizrlsnu?;gbmerge{l anI'pe':lO

221, Make moulds for d 86 all .

ik i ; , and Ht ai] 1 ands in 1j
boxes ready for alectrics) uouuectioi’s bg-ngg) ;Tc?eds e
322, dd - 1 -
i 1-0331-](] oud it np provision vooms, submarin
v wd?}] .da, FPING roows, hread rooms torpeds e
pe nad rooms; fit and fasten all tan’ks in smﬁe W
223. Give centres for placing all oupg .

224, Do all teaini
unrhs. g

all overhead railways

levellin i ‘
velling anqd fastening of gun

225. Make and fit all s for |
by 20 Make all moulds for pedestals essi
Dars uned ty wning to clear a)) position.‘? for:;iri;‘w g;pﬁ:;lslimn
2 ery 4 =1 ‘.
“26. Make moulds for and At all housine pockets

- Fix all Index plates nnd stoppers at differant

216. Make moulds for stand of slide of life-huoys,

247. Make monlds, fit and compl i
247, 1 1 y ate all
neckjon with Lie-buoys throughout tline ;]Jip. -
248. Put on all § in
e fid 4, ndex plates below main deck for coal -
249. Pat on numbers of all compartmen tr.
250. Put on the letter
head.
25L. Paton all locks
all wagazides and shell
. BRroughont the ship.
252. Make and fit in place mould for gun sponsons.

distisguishing each fron Lbulk.

aud padlocks on woed doors in
roorns, and on all irom tloors

253. Mock up ship side and give sizes of gun ports.
254 Mock up pedestals, or wun seats, and mark in

heights and level Iin { n
2N es for s N 3 =
ec;e Motnall, $ ior sama; make all woulds eopn-

N Zaa.lgake {when requirad) and pat in place mock
;g:km?u - for testing gun seats and ports; and do gl]
— g this description in connection with ghNs in case-
Sales, military tops, and throughout ship.
= 250. Prepare, make, it and stow blocks and shores for
eeping gnus in place when in stowing position; also gun
bed and trollies and gun carriages. j J
2z i :
stov'“?;l- Pf{ake {when required) gun trollies and beds, and
a,ndf ] e tbd.‘u.le; also platforms for working guns, fasten
e stow 11.9. Same; prepare, fit aud tasten sl cleats, eyp
P - .ajl( shaokles for warking and securing guns and
Efg.'un purts doors, and give length of chains or wire vopes -
it and fasten all leads for saue, o
258. § : i
o ._708. Secure all field and Gatling guns, trams and
b;-t:ﬁ?h stow all angular and vertical javks, ammnnition
% TAmMmers, sponges, sjeetors and hreshes.
'

and fasten guides ij

shutters to all gun portfs.
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829 Make moulds and motk up all gun ports and
230. Pat in- place and fasten sll hand wiuches for

hbisting shell. }
231, Make all moulds for und £t and fasten all lumber

. rods and irons throughout the ship.

232. Fit and fusten all coamings vound fore and after

i, bridges. also on boat’s deck.

283. Make moulds for snd put in piace all guards

* round hatches.

234 -Stow all batt: doors and bars,
2356, Make moulds for sentry walk.
286, Prepare, it and fasten all wood and ironwork in
connection with sentry walk.
" 287. Make monld for stern walk balusiers.
238. Make moulds for hoats’ chocks from Admiralty

. Sections, fit and fasten wood inside of same, and put on
" leathar..

239.. Btow all bLeats’ oubriggmp, barraccoes, and all
mining gear in connection therewith.

240. Make, fit and finish gripping poles to davits,
boats” platform, and all gear connected with the same.

241, Fit up derricks for boats’ davits, submarine,

i coaling and mining purposes; also stow the same.

242. it up and fasten all davic bushes and seckets;

" also fit up and stow harbowr, baggage, accommodation,

coaling, dismounting, amimmunition and anchor davits.
243. Iit and fasten all patent lifs preservers.
244. Fit and secure all patent life boats and rafts.
245, it and fasten ghocks for life-saving appnratus.

259. Make moulds and fit bars for gun ports and .

battery doors; made and fit bucklers for gun ports.

260. Make moulds, fit up, and stow all gun depression
rails, chock solid for gun platforms.

261. Line in torpedo ports, and make all mounlds con-
nected therewith.

282. Prepave, fit aud fasten racer beds and racers for
torpedo tubes, and stow all gear for same.

263. Pit und stow rails for working torpedo vutside of
ship; also inside overhead railways for same, and stow all
gear connecled therewith.

) 264. Make mould for, ft and fasten to decks all
torpedo railways.

265. Make moulds for and fib torpedo emhbrasure and
satety guaeds for torpedo shutters.

286, Make mouldstor torpedo bodies.

267. Make moulds for and secure pistol tanks; line
inside of same for stowing boxes.

268 Make moulds for, fit and fasten hangers, stow all
trollies, frestles, tongs, steel-bands (or slings), vammers,
exercising pistol heads and tool buxes, and hand bervers;
also lifting chains and podgers.

269. Make, it and stow landing trays,

270, Make moulds for stowage of torpedo uetting, fit
and complete stownge for same. J

271, Put on tallies for torpedo trollies and tforpedo
netting..

%72, Line in from plans centre of bavbettes, set off
frame .szations, groung angles, wood hacking and armonr

plating.
L]

/

A

/

. :
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] 4 273.7Set fair and adjust all iron work in connection with
:‘f f barbettes and turrets. : ‘

- 274. Erect aﬁd, adjust trammels,

_275. Lioe and mark in all heights and level lines for
turing tables and armour plating,

T 876 Line in armour backing and platings, and mark
fastenings for the same, :

277. Make and 6t backing for pinion plat-e or turtiog
tables. ’

278. Do whatever wood work Ordnance Coatractors
may require in connection with barbettes,

279. Do all wood work in connection with hydraulic
machinery and pipes,
280, Make and fit all moulds for stowage of search
lights ; lay, At and fasten racers for same, aud fnish al! in
connection therewilh.

281. Line in search light ports, make moulds, and fit in
place supports for doors on ship's side. :

282, Fitand stow al) gear for working doors in connec-
tion with search light and for gangway doors.

283 Fit wood covers for rails for search lights.

: 284,
] moulds,

Lin'e in conning towers, level seats, and make all.
put in place aud adjust conning towers.

285. Fit and fasten chocks for platform in conping
towers
~_286. Make moulds for, and pul in place all stanchions
inside of bammeck herthing.

287. Mark position, fit and [asten all torpedo boom
plates.”

e

-288. Mark and placé all collision matting plates on side
..ol ship. ' .
/ . 2
T —— — — -
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306. ‘Prepare, fit and finish all submarine -mining
appliances.
- 307, Make moulds, and fit up racks [or blaeksmiihs’
iron.

—

308. Make all stowage lor metal covers, circular sky-
lights, deck pipes, ventilator cowls, heads and funhels ; put
on lallies where (astened to woed or iron for ventilator
cowls, ’

309. Attend caulkers making cofferdams for testing pur-
poses throughout the ship.

310. Stow carpenters’, divers’ and ;eamen’s chests, erc.
311, Stow Llacksmiths' forges.

312 Make moulds, and fil in place' all hand holds in
ladderways. y

313. Prepare and fit submarine mushrooms.
311, Make, fit and fasten stowage for unserviceable shot
except when stowed in store or other rooms.

315. Stow portable air fans and hoses, and all portable.
gear in connection with fire and rising main

316 Stow “Y" pieces for raising main and shields for
same.

%17. Fir and fasten all hand holes {or grips).

318. Fit and fasten all screen bulkhead racers.

319. Stow all spare tubes for compressed air.

320. Prepare, fit and finish batterus [or shoring belt.

32]. Make, fil and fasten ammunition hoists and trunks,

322. Fitand fasten all ammunition boxes, speed sight

boxes, spare parts, hoxes and too! boxes. -

323. Make moulds [or splinter grating, and pillars io
engine room.

26
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and compasses.

200. Fit and fasten ail brass stanchions on
bridges ; aiso stands for quick-firing guns on same.

291 Make, At and fasten boxes inside vf ready-nse
magazines for securing chains and buckling bar stowage.

292, Lay aod fasten all fats for stowage of seamen's
chests, and all slowage in connection therewith.

293 il np all jack stays for ammunition hoist screens.

. 294. Make moulds for iron navy steps.

295. Make moulds for; it and fasten all shot racks.

296. Fit up a!l racks and garlands for tackles.

297. Make moulds, At and fasten all reels fov cordage,
insulated wires, snbmarine mining, etc.
. 208, Arrange [or hammock hooks and hangers ; make
moulds for rods or hooks, and put in ptace throughout ship.

299, Make moyld for, fit and fasten chain plates, flash
plates, ring plates, tead plates, deck plates, plates to bitts,
plates to gangwa®s, and cross-pieces,

" 800. Make moulds, fit and stow incline planes and metal
gratings ; put on tallies for inclive planes.

301. Fit up semaphores, and stow if required.

302. Fit jack stays, eye holts and hooks for coaling, and
fear-naught fire screens.

303. Make and stow rudder moulds.

304, Stow shear legs, and make if of wood.

fying

305. Prepare, fit and [asten main, top-gallant tackspin,
fife, taficail, and hammock setting rails on weod or wmetal
stanchions, and quarter galleries or admiral's promenads ;
fit and fasten batterns for laciug hammock cloths.

804, Fil, fasten and stow all rollers and brachkets fi&/
same for messengers, capstans, sails, ropes and chains
throughout the ship.

825. Make moulds, and fit in place all strong backs and
eye plates over hatches, gun seats and ammunition. hoists.

396. Stow all reindeer, hair or other mark buoys.

497 Make all moulds for stowage of tackle blacks, and
fit in place all racks for same

328. Make, fit and stow cqaling slages, and label the
same; also stow portable coal shoots, and label the same

399, Put oo taliies where fastened to wgod or iren for
portable coaling tubes.

930. Line in load line, pul on tallies, put tallies on
bulkheads below and on deck.

331. Do all wood work in conrneclion with iron ladders,
and make moulds for and fasten all tread plates for the
same, whether on ladders or decks.

332. Make moulds for levers to ports and doors, and
stow the same.

333, Fit, fasten and stow all coaling scullles, tubes.
plugs and gratings ; also stow all scuttles.

334. Tit and finish racks for ship's plugs.

335; Fir plugs for scuppers and discharge pipes for
testing purposes, if required.

336. Stow all spare electric cables.

337. Put up all conient plates when secured to wood
and jron.

==y

289 Fit and [asten all solid flats for c‘arrying' bfl.lil-]ac.lé!.%-.

f':!
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Work on Dredgers.
338. Cover all main and side loppers ; also cover dredge
shoots in connection with the same jeb, whether plane

seamed or T & G.

339. Make, fit and fasten all splash boards or screens on
bucket ladder, whether plane cr T & G,

340. Make, fit and (asten all stern, winch and other

platforms.
341. Make all boat hooks, sounding poles, siices, cant
with the same.

342 Make all bucket Jailder logs aud slide board; also
all gangways in connectizn with bucket well.

343. Make all bucket wetl {enders, hopper doors, riders,
chafing pieces and hopper mountings.

%44, Mount all bucket ladders with fenders.

5 245, Bed all roller castings on backet ladders.
346. Fit and fasten all cavils throughout the vessel.

347, Fit and fasten all diagonal fenders.

343. Fit and fasten all bucket well breakwaters: make,
v AL, Jang and Anish all hopper doors, fit all iron doors (o
i weod and lang complete; also remove and replace same,
«f give size ol pins, washers and hushings for same.

— . " —— e

bars, shod bars, anchor buoys, and all werk in connection

&
-
& 5

—_—

Yard Work“;

349. Put up all cranes.

350. Make and hnish pickle tanks, fit all furnace blocks
and plate racks for stowing plates. i !

351. Put up erection for donkey boiler and boriug gear,
and platforms for the same. ]

352. Do ali yard piling, put up all fencing in way of
launching berths, and bow platforms {or lzunching purposes.

353. Put up spare sheds and temporary sheds covering
ship vuder consiruction.

554, Pack and make all packing boxes for shipwrights’
and ironworkers' material helonging to vessels whicb are to
be taken to pieces for shipmeni.

355. Make all barrows, bogies, yard boxes, trestles and
rough ladders madsexpressly for shipwrights for their own
exclusive use.

. & duplicate original of this Industrial Agreement was
filed in this office on the 11th August, 1919, and oumbered
No. 1471919 in the Industrial Agreements Register kepl by
me.
: FRANI{ WALSH,

Cleck of the Arcbitration Court.
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