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Background 

Site Name: Cement Barge 
(associated with the stranding of the Greek freighter, Tanais). 

File No: MA 103.91 
File No: MA 207.80 

File Name: North Metropolitan Wrecks 
File Name: Moore River Wrecks 

Resume: The wreck was found in early June 1985 by John Clarke, skipper of the 
charter vessel Taka. The wreck was detected by echo sounder and showed as a lump 
with fish over it. (See Appendix 1, Wanneraa Times, June 11 1985. "Diver discovers 
sunken barge.") 
First divers on the wreck: Bret (Barney) Carter and Nick Gales. Dive 2: John Clarke 
and Brian Richie. The site was reported to the W A Maritime Museum but the site 
was not identified for some years. 
Mr Frank Douglas, an ex-crayfisherman from Seabird and more recently an amateur 
fisherman working out of Mindarie Keys, remembers the loss of a barge in the area. It 
had loaded cement from the stranded freighter Tanais. The barge was under tow at 
the time and he thought that it was operated by a North Fremantle firm. 
In 1995 a crayfisherman whom I had asked to look out for the barge, pulled up a 
piece of corroded steel on a crayfish pot. He took me to "his site" to confirm the 
identification of the wreck. After diving on the site I have confirmed that it is the 
cement barge. (See photographs No. 1 & 2.) 
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Technical Data 

Date of Inspection: 27 October 1996 

Personnel: John Clarke 

Approximate Location: About 9 NM west of Two Rocks Marina. 

Charts: AUS 754 

Latitude: 31 0 30' S Longitude: 1150 25' E (Approximate) 

Sailing Directions: From Two Rocks boat ramp, head out 9 NM west. 

Depth: 36 m 
Height above seabed: 1-2 metres. 

Site Photographs: 
BfW: UfW 
Colour: 13 photos (Taken without flash. 1/30 and 1/(fJ sec. 100 ASA). 
Video: (Video flooded) 
Historic: No 

Site Conditions on Inspection: 
Swell: 0.5-1.0 metres 
Visibility: 15-20 metres 
Current: 0.5 kts towards the north 
Sea-bed coverage: limestone with sand patches - some sponges, truncates etc. 

Chemical Measurements: 
Temperature: No measurements were deemed necessary in this instance. 
Salinity: Ditto 
pH: Ditto 
Dissolved 02: Ditto 
Corrosion Potentials: Ditto 

Biological Data: 
Colonising fauna: An abundance of benthic fish species and Western Rock lobster. 
(See photos Nos. 3 - 6 ) 

Site Condition and Integrity: 
Cement bags - consolidated to a solid mass (See photo Nos. 1 &2 ) 
Steel plates - deck plating is almost completely corroded. 

heaver plating is still visible. (See photo No. 7) 
Steel frames - still appear to be sound 
Towing bits - still appear sound (See photos 12 & 13). 



Management Considerations 
(i) Natural forces: Swell and current would do little further damage to the wreck at 
this depth. 

(ii) Present and future human forces: The site has incurred some damage from 
crayfishing pots and will continue to do so during the annual crayfishing season, 
which extends from 15 Nov to 30 June. 

Description of Site 
The wreck lies on an orientation of E - W to S E - NW. 
The site looks somewhat like a classic ballast pile. Cement bags would have filled the 
hold. The sides of the hull have collapsed outward so that the deck beams are now 
vertical. (See photo Nos.8 & 9). The fore and aft decks have collapsed. 
A wire hawser (tow rope) lies in the vicinity of the towing bit at the east end of the 
site. (See photo No. 10). 
C~ay. pots have been dragged across the site. A vertical ladder seen in 1985 is now 
mlssmg. 
On the east (or SE) end of the wreck, there is a truck tyre (See photo No.ll ) and a 
temporary navigation light with a white twin flex attached. 

Site Identification Comments 
Figure 2. This barge looks more like a harbour or river lighter than an ocean-going 
barge. 
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Assessment of Site Significance 

(i) Historical: 

(ii) Technological: 

(iii) Scientific: The site could be included in a comparative study of iron/steel wrecks, 
and in particular with the Gemini barge as both wrecks lie in similar environments 
and depths. 

(iv) Educational: 

(v) Recreational: 

(vi) Cultural: 

Recommendations 
The options are: 

(i) Conduct a more detailed wreck inspection incorporating a video 
and baseline chemical measurements to determine the state of 
corrosion of the hull structure. 

(ii) Include the site in a corrosion study of iron/steel wrecks. 

(iii) Leave as is. 

Regardless of the outcome of the above, it is recommended that local residents should 
be encouraged to document and present the history of the wreck. 

Further Comments 

Fish and crayfish are plentiful around the wreck and quite naturally, the fisherman 
who works this area regularly is reluctant to disclose the exact location of the site, as 
he does not want the position to become common knowledge. 

s . 
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Diver discovers 
sunken · barge 

John f1arke, of Yanchep, found more 
than a few fish when he went diving off Two 
Rocks recently. 
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What had initially · 
appeared on John's echo 
sounder as a rock sea ~ J 
turned out to be "' It' 
John believes is a SlIl1ke)ti" 

barge loaded with cement 
I' bags. : 

"I'd fished out ther.e 
quite often but hOld ncv. 
dived, because it was "'LI; '~ . 
deep, so I dilln', ha\c ,In)' 

idea what was down 
there." he said. 

"There was nothing Ii) 
identify the barge. which I 
estimate WitS nbout60 k et 
long and had cement hag~, 
stacked along it for ahoul 
45 feet. 

"Because of the depth. 
we couldn't SlilY down 
very long to have a really 
good look. but I would 
say it's been there 
t><tween 20 and 40 years. 

Anything 
"No-one that I've 

spoken to in the district 
"!~~m( to know anything 
about the barge or 
anything sunken in Ihal 
area," 

John SAyS he', hopeful 
th.t publicity about his 
find might jog the 
memory of some of Ihe 
older re~ident5 in the area . 

lie found the wreck in 
ah(lut 20 falhnm') of " Iller 
llbout 10 mile we!it (\f J wo 
Rock. . 

"Much of the Siec l 
strllcture of the boat had 
fallen a'way, but the 
cement bags were SI ill 
neatly stacked," John 
said, 

Anyone who mn y kno\\' 
anYlhing About the hargt' , 
where it came from , Of 

where if may IHIVC het' 1l 
~I)ing 10 ('an w nlad Jnhn 
n;lth'o~7 
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