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Abstract 

This study began in 1983 with my archaeological investigations at the wreck of the 
SS Xantho (1848-1872), the fIrst steamship to be operated out of the Colony of Western 
Australia. The excavation revealed, among other things, that the vessel was poorly and 
inefficiently engineered, and that to drive the vessel forward the engines had to be run in 
reverse. The historical records showed that the SS Xantho had a very short existence as 
the colony's pioneering steamship. The records also showed that it was operated in a 
remarkable and almost innovative fashion, fIrstly as a transport in the pearling industry, 
and secondly as a 'tramp' steamer. 

These considerations prompted me to take a close look at Broadhurst, a man about 
whom little has been written. 

He has since proved to be an extraordinary and poorly understood colonial 
entrepreneur who was involved in many activities central to the development of the 
North of Western Australia. Broadhurst was described by his peers as 'a capitalist and 
trader who would go out of the ordinary grooves in search of wealth', and when he died 
in 1905, he was eulogized in the local press as one of the 'most indefatigable and 
persevering exploiters of the infant industries of Western Australia in his day'. Despite 
this, a striking feature of Broadhurst was the 'grand' and almost naive approach he had 
to his business ventures, one that led him to fail in almost everything he attempted. Like 
many others in Western Australia, he was a man whose decisions were based on 
imperfect information and who suffered greatly from the problems of effective decision 
making at a distance. He was also a complex man, and was described in the press on the 
one hand, as 'a man out of 10,000', and on the other, as a villain and perpetrator of dark 
deeds and injustices. 

This examination of Broadhurst's career will lead to a better understanding of him 
and of the ventures and industries in which he was involved. Many of these have 
aspects which are poorly understood. One of these was the settlement of the North of 
Western Australia by Victorian interests, such as the ill-fated Camden Harbour Pastoral 
Association and the Denison Plains Pastoral Company. Another little understood 
development in which he was involved was the pearling industry out of Nickol Bay 
(Cossack), where he introduced 'diving apparatus' and used 'Malay' labour and 
'volunteer' Aboriginal convicts in the pursuit of shell. At one time Broadhurst was also 
the leading pearler at Shark Bay. He was a pioneering steamship owner, a Member of 
the Legislative Council, a Justice of the Peace, an acting Resident Magistrate and was 
involved in fIsh canning and in other pursuits, such as coconut growing, shopkeeping 
and guano mining. 

During his life in Western Australia, Broadhurst was embroiled in many 
controversies and was considered by the Colonial Administration to be a man 'most 
unfortunate in all his enterprises'. It is possibly for these reasons that he has not been 
previously studied in any depth. 

Despite his business failures, Broadhurst was one of Western Australia's most 
intriguing, influential and poorly understood nineteenth century entrepreneurs. A study 
of him, not only leads to a greater appreciation of the ventures in which he was 
involved, but also to an appreciation of the value of examining the careers of those who 
failed. 
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Figure. One 
Charles Edward 18911 

1 Family Photograph of Charles Edward Broadhurst from the 'deed box' of family photographs and 
reminiscences in the possession of Mrs J Davies, copy in Battye Library (280/1) and at the Maritime Archaeology 
Department, W.A. Maritime Museum. Reproduced by kind permission of the Battye Library and the Broadhurst 
Family. 
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a remarkable nineteenltlh century failure 

Chapter One 
Introduction 

This study began ,in 1983 with my investigations into Western Australia's 

pioneering steamship the SS Xantho which was lost at Port Gregory on the 

Western Australian coast in November 1872.1 The evidence gleaned from my 

excavation of the stem section of the wreck, showed that it was ill suited for 

the tasks that the owner Charles Edward Broadhurst had in mind 'when 

operating the vessel on this coast.2 The excavation and subsequent historical 

research also revealed that the SS Xantho was worn out and poorly engineered 

when it came to Western Australia. The engines, though in their time a 

technological breakthrough, and an acknowledged 'masterpiece of marine 

engineering,'3 were an anachronism when fitted to the vessel and were found to 

be running in reverse in order to propel the Xantho forward. This strange fact, 

allied to the other engineering anomalies that also became apparent in the 

excavation, decreased the efficiency of the SS Xantho and markedly added to 

component wear, thus shortening the expected life of the engine considerably. 

All this presented a strange scene indeed and posed a number of un-answered 

questions about the competence of Broadhurst, who at the time that his vessel 

was being excavated was a man about whom little was known. From those 

considerations grew the material and rationale for this thesis which attempts to 

combine some of the results of my maritime archaeological examination at the 

wreck of the SS Xantho with the results of my associated historical enquiry, in 

order to understand Broadhurst and his remarkable business dealings. 

1 Henderson, G. J. & K. J. Unfinished Voyages,Vol. 1I, (UWA Press, Nedlands, 1988), pp.119-124. 
2 McCarthy, M., The Excavation of the ss Xantho., (W A Museum Report, in prep). 
3 Inquirer and Commercial News, 25/1/1873. (Inquirer in following references) See Chapter 5, SS Xantho, in 
which the engines are described, following. 
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It has been said that, 

the study of shipwrecks can both alter and augment our 
historical understanding. Maritime Archaeologists and 
historians, using their own specialist skills, asking their 
own questions of the evidence, and pooling their 
knowledge, can together make a substantial contribution 
to both scientific know ledge and of the human past. .. an 
archaeologist engaged in historical research will 
concentrate more on the technical aspects of a vesseL. 
an historian will want to put all this fact gathering into 
a broader contextual and interpretive framework.4 

In placing the SS Xantho into a broader context, a better understanding of 

Broadhurst and of the wide range of activities in which he was involved has 

resulted. Some of these enterprises were major elements in the development of 

Western Australia and Broadhurst wi~l be seen to have been an important, and 

largely underestimated, influence in them all. Studies that have been undertaken 

on the early pioneers have tended to centre on the successful and the famous 

and rarely are the efforts of the unsuccessful analysed in any detail. Broadhurst 

was one man who failed in all, but a few, of his business ventures and this is 

probably part of the reason why he has not previously been analysed in any 

detail. 

In saying that little attention has been given to him, it must be noted that 

Broadhurst has received public recognition in the foan of a commemorative 

plaque inset into the foot-paths of Perth, the Capital city of Western Australia, 

during the the State of Western Australia's 150th. anniversary celebrations.s 

There were 151 such plaques commissioned and this particular one indicates 

that in 1870 Broadhurst was the most organized of the pearlers then operating 

in Western Australia.6 

4 Foster. L. t 'Doing Shipwreck History', Report of the Victoria Archaeological Survey. Paper presented to the 
Australian Institute for Maritime Archaeology conference. Queenscliffe, 19/9/1986, (Melbourne, Victoria 
Archaeological Survey, 1986), pp. 5-7. 
5 The plaque found inset into the footpath of St Georges Tce., Perth, in front of the Trustees Building reads: 
1870 Charles Edward Broadhurst. Pearler. 
6 The background to plaque was published in the form of a broadsheet by the Commerce Committee for the 
15Oth. Anniversary Celebrations (perth City Council). 
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The background to the plaque reads thus : 

1870. Charles Edward Broadhurst. Pearler. The first really 
organised pearler in Nichol Bay [sic] was Charles Broadhurst. He 
bought a schooner in 1870 and used Aboriginal prisoners as divers; 
later he employed Malays. 

Though Broadhurst richly deserves some honour for his efforts in pearling, 

and in many other areas besides, the accolades above, were applied in 

ignorance of the actual situation in 1870. He actually failed in his endeavours in 

that year and the technology he used in pearling was too far advanced, or too 

impractical, to prove successful. His failure in the pearling industry at this time 

is in direct contrast to the successful efforts of many who were in command of 

far less resources and capital than he. 

In addition to the commemorative plaque inset into the pavements of Perth, 

Broadhurst also appears in a number of short, published and private, resumes.? 

Though they have captured the essence of the man, these resumes, by virtue of 

their brevity leave much unsaid, and in all he has not been adequately assessed. 

Throughout them all, Broadhurst appears, as an enigmatic, hard and 

occasionally unsavoury man. He was clearly a mixture of good and bad and 

was, as his grand-daughter, Mrs Marjorie Darling has described him, a 'pepper 

and salt' personality.8 

Broadhurst was, along with many others, a victim of what has become known 

as a common problem and theme in the settlement of Australia, the 'tyranny of 

distance.'9 In 1865, when Broadhurst arrived on the Western Australian coast, 

7 (i) Kimberley, W.B., (comp), History of Western Australia: A Narrative of her Past. Together with 
Biographies of Western Australia's Leading Men, (Niven, Melbourne, 1897), p. 97. An account of the early 
pioneers casting them all in an aura of Victorian respectability. 

(ii) Drake-Brockman, H., Broadhurst, Charles, Edward. (1826-1905), in Australian Dictionary of Biography, 
Vol. 3, (Melbourne University Press, 1969), pp. 233-234. A more objective and reliable account based on (iii) 
below. 
(Hi) Weldon, Athole., The Life and Work of C.E. Broadhurst. (An unpublished family history produced by 

Athole Weldon, a grand-daughter of the Broadhurst's. circa 1960), Type-script, PR 4257. BL. 
8 Mrs Darling to the Author. in a number of interviews conducted in 1987. File 9/79, SS Xantho. W.A. 
Museum, Dept of Maritime Archaeology. 
9 Blainey, G., The Tyranny of Distance, How Distance Shaped Australia's History. (Macmillan, London, 1966), 
Cha. ix. • Australians have always recognized that distance or isolation was one of the moulds which shaped their 
history ... Distance itself may not explain why they (events) happened, but it forces a search for new 
explanations' . 
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the voyage and receipt of mail from Europe to Fremantle took, on average, 96 

days. It took an average of 21 days for a vessel to make the voyage from there 

to Melbourne in Victoria, Broadhurst's base.lO The mails from Fremantle to 

the North of Western Australia, where he first settled after he migrated here, 

were rarely less than 14 days in transit)l To compound these problems, the 

Swan River settlement was, in 1865, at the time he made his decision to go to 

the North-West, the administrative centre for a European population of around 

20,000 and an area in excess of 1,000,000 square Kilometres)2 The Colony 

also had a coastline of around 4,350 nautical miles (8066 Kilometres) in length 

with few safe or reliable harbours. Passengers travelling on steamers for 

Fremantle from the Eastern States and overseas were forced to disembark at 

King George Sound (Albany) on the .South coast. From there they were forced 

to proceed to their destination via a small coastal trader under sail, or to make 

the overland journey on a road still not completely made in 1870. Thus, 

communications and conditions in the Colony were very primitive when 

Broadhurst arrived in Western Australia. 

When Broadhurst came to Western Australia, European settlement of the vast 

area north of the Murchison River, called the 'North District' had just begun.13 

The European population there was less than 100 and was reducing rapidly due 

to the failure of a large Victorian settlement company, the Camden Harbour 

Pastoral Association. Conditions in the 'North District' were even more 

primitive and communication was much more irregular than in the south. 

In this context, Broadhurst was like many of his contemporaries, forced to 

spend a great deal of time in travel, or in waiting for replies to his requests for 

information or instruction. An examination of his achievements and the 

difficulties under which he laboured, helps illustrate the problems of all the 

lOHenderson, G. J., From Sail to Steam: Shipping in Western Australia, Unpublished M.A. Thesis, (UWA, 
1977) pp.tO-I8. 
11 See chapter three on Denison Plains Pastoral Company. 
12The European population in 1859 was 14,837 and in 1869 was 24,785. 1870 Census. Census of the Colony 
of Western Australia, taken on 31, March 1870 and also the general statistics of the Colony for the ten years 
ending 31/1211869. W Knight, Comp. (perth, Government Print. 1870) & Ken, A .• Australia's North West. 
(UW A, Press, Nedlands, 1975). 
13The 'North District encompassed the entire area of the State of Western Australia, as it is known today, 
stretching north from the Murchison River and east to the Northern Territory border. 
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European pioneers and of all those who attempted to exploit the natural 

resources of the North-West. It also leads to a greater understanding of the 

processes involved in these industries and of the difficulty in making informed 

decisions at a distance. Such considerations characterized the migration of 

European people to the Swan River Colony (Western Australia) in the late 

1820s and it was a feature of the influx of the Victorians and others into the 

North District of Western Australia, a generation later, in the 1860s. 

Figure 2 

Western Australia, 

showing the 'North District' and those areas relevant to Broadhurst. 
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It will be shown, that by not glvmg due attention to Charles Edward 

Broadhurst, one of Western Australia's most unsuccessful entrepreneurs, 

historians have passed over one of the Colony's most active and interesting 

men. 14 

He was a pastoralist, pearler, Member of the Legislative Council, fish canner, 

coconut grower, steamship owner, employer of 'Malays'lS and Aboriginal 

Convicts and a large scale 'guano'16 collector. He employed 'volunteer' 

aboriginal convicts in the pearling industry and introduced 'diving apparatus' 

or the 'Hard Ha!' 17 to the industry in Australia. He was however, remarkably 

unsuccessful in most of these enterprises. 

Unfortunately Broadhurst did not keep a diary and his personal letters were 

not kept after his death. In order to .follow him through his various business 

enterprises, it has been necessary to rely on the diaries and reminiscences of 

others, on official correspondence and notes, on the press, and on the 

archaeological analyses conducted at the wreck of his steamship. 

It will be shown in the study of these sources that Broadhurst was 

remarkably naive and, as a result, came to make many economically 

unjustifiable decisions and to embark on many impractical or unnecessarily 

'grand' schemes. His naivete and his impractical approach may have been a 

direct result of his privileged background and upbringing as the younger son of 

a very rich cotton manufacturing family of high social standing. This combined 

with his Eton or Harrow education,18 and life as a gentleman farmer in 

14 Entrepreneur: There are many definitions. Payne, P.L., 'British Entrepreneurship in the Nineteenth 
Century', Studies in Economic History, (Macmillan, London, 1986), pp.13,14., claims that in defining the 
term, 'economists have stressed innovation, risk-bearing, organisation and leadership' and that 'few students of 
economic history would fail to recognise' that the entrepreneur 'organised production ... brought together the 
capital (his or somebody elses) and the labour force, selected the most appropriate site for operations, chose the 
particular technologies of production to be employed ... bargained for raw materials and found outlets for the 
finished product. ' 
15 'Malays' .. a term, variously though incorrectly, used in the 19th. century to generally describe those people 
inhabiting the islands to the North of Australia. It clearly encompasses, Malaysians, Singaporese, Timorese 
'Kupangers, Coepangers' [sic], Indonesians, often 'Manillamen' (sic) or Phillipinos. Used here in the nineteenth 
Century context except where there is a direct reference to a the origin of the person under consideration, e.g., 
Manillamen, Kupangers, Solorese, etc. 
16 Q.wmQ..: a form of fertilizer harvested from bird droppings and their remains. For a short general account see. 
Stanbury, M., 'Guano - A Forgotten Fertiliser', Our Land. (CSBP & Farmers 1982), September, pp.7-1O. 
17 'Hard Hat'. A colloquial term to describe a form of 'Diving APParatus' in vogue up until the 196Os. This 
involved the use of a helmet into which compressed air was pumped to the diver from the surface. The diver also 
usually wore a suit and heavy boots. Described and illustrated in background to pearling. Cha. 4. 
18 Pers. Corn., Mrs Marjorie Darling. Broadhurst's grandaughter, 1987. 
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Victoria, to give him a poor grounding in his chosen fields of activity in 

Western Australia. In this context, he continually failed with 'grand' 

impractical schemes and on a 'grand' scale, when others with a more pragmatic 

approach succeeded. The contrasts between him and his successful 

contemporaries in the north such as the locally born and bred Charles 

Harper,19 the very successful WaIter Padbury, who was virtually orphaned as a 

young boy,20 L.C Burges, a controversial but successful pastoralist,21 his fellow 

Victorian pastoralists E.T Hooley, a member of the Camden Harbour Pastoral 

Association,22 and the diarist A. R. Richardson,23 are striking in this regard. 

Under the tutelage of his elder brother, Broadhurst became a successful 

'squatter' in Victoria.24 In this capacity he was attracted, as were many other 

Victorians at the time, to the the 'North District' of Western Australia: This 

was a vast area, then encompassing the entire region of Western Australia 

northwards from the Murchison River. He initially joined the Camden Harbour 

Pastoral Association but elected to stay in Victoria when that Company left for 

Western Australia. A short while later, in 1865, he departed Victoria with his 

six months pregnant wife, Eliza and their two young boys, as a member of one 

of many Western Australian settlement schemes, the disastrous Denison Plains 

Pastoral Company, in which he was a Director, shareholder and manager. 

Broadhurst's involvement with this Company was to be his first major business 

failure in Western Australia. 

Little is known of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, either in Western 

Australia to where it was bound, or in Victoria from whence it came. When the 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company collapsed, it was quickly forgotten In 

19 Mercer, F. R, The Life of Charles Harper, (Westralian Farmers Co-op. Printing, Perth, 1958). 
20 Nairn, J., Waiter Padbury, His Life and Times. (North Stirling Press, Padbury, 1988). 
21 Burges, L.C., Pioneers of NW Australia's Pastoral and Pearling. (Constantine and Gardner, Geraldton, 1913). 
22 Sharp, E.I., E.T. Hoo/ey, Pioneer Bushman. Stock Route Pioneered by E.T. Hooley from Geraldine Mine to 
Nicol Bay 1866 and 1905 Government Wells. (Private Publication. Lamb Printers, Perth. 1985). 
23 (0 Richardson, A.R. Diary Written in Connection With the Early DeGrey Company Doings, (1864-66) 
Typescript, 3 lOa, Battye Lib. (after wards Richardson Diary, BL). 

(ii)Richardson, A.R, Early Memories of the Great Nor-West and a Chapter in the History of Western 
Australia, (E.S. Wigg, Perth, 1909). 
24 From 1836, the term 'squatter' came to designate a 'stockman who settled on crown lands without any of it 
passing into his ownership ... the progressive stock owner beyond the boundaries ... a member of a class including 
practically every man of means in the colony.', Roberts, S.H .• The Squatting Age in Australia. 1835-1847, 
1935, (Melbourne University Press, 1970 repr.), pp. 66-68. 
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Victoria and has not been examined in that State. The real leaders of the 

Company in Melbourne quietly disappeared from the limelight when the 

venture failed, and their part in the debacle has hitherto been forgotten. On the 

other hand Broadhurst, as the chief visible representative of the Company in 

Western Australia, received much of the blame for the collapse. The Denison 

Plains Pastoral Company has been, and still is, severely criticized and ridiculed 

by the Western Australian historians who, almost without exception, have 

relied on the word of others for their material on the Company.25 

This study, though centring on Broadhurst, will be the first known attempt at 

analysing, the Denison Plains Pastoral Company. In doing so, Broadhurst's 

involvement in the Company will be analysed and will add to the available 

knowledge on him and on the subject·of European settlement of North-West of 

Western Australia. 

Broadhurst's second major failure, that in pearling out of Nickol Bay,26 will 

be shown to have been due to a number of wide ranging factors, most of which 

were due to his peculiar make up which caused him to experiment with 

unproven methods. The use of the 'diving apparatus' in the industry is an 

indication of Broadhurst's creativity and of his innovative, and often 

impractical, approach to the labour and other problems which then beset the 

North-West pearling industry. Further evidence of this almost unique approach 

appears in his employment of 'volunteer' Aboriginal convict labour, from the 

Rottnest Island Establishment. He used them in the pearling industry when 

European convicts were prohibited,27 and when others were beginning to 

25 See Chapter three, section on 'Western Australian Attitudes to the Victorian Companies', following. Modem 
historians have not conducted their own research on the Company and have come to rely on secondary sources. 
Part of the reason is that the records in Victoria contain little on such events. This is due to fact that the move to 
Western Australia was only one small part of a much larger movement throughout Australia and overseas to 
New Zealand Part of the reason also lies in the lack of an index to the Victorian newspapers of the time such as 
that existing in W.A. at the Battye Library. This has led scholars to baulk at the need to sift through the 
Victorian papers themselves. 
26 Called Nickol's Bay by the explorer P.P. King on 4/3/1818 and Nickol Bay on modem Admiralty Charts. 
King. P, P., Narrative of a Survey of the Intertropical and Western coasts of Australia Performed between the 
years 1818 and 1822., 1827, (Australian Facsimile editions No.3., Adelaide Library Board of S.A. 1969), p. 52. 
The area also appears as Nichol and Nicol Bay in contemporary and modem accounts. 
27 Regulationsfor the Disposal of Waste Lands in the Northern District of Western Australia. No. 26 BL: 'No 
convict or person holding a ticket of leave or person under sentence or order of transportation ... shall be 
introduced or allowed to remain in the North District.' Though clearly applying to 'convicts' in general, the use 
of Aboriginal convicts was allowed albeit with some reservations and concern. See section on Denison Plains 
Pastoral Company following. 

8 



resort to violence to obtain the services of the local Aborigines.28 He was also 

one of the first to use indentured 'Malay' labour in the pearling industry, when 

the use of the 'volunteer' Aboriginal convicts proved unsuccessful. He lost 

many golden opportunities through his willingness (or need) to experiment 

with such men as divers, rather than to round up the local Aborigines, as was 

the prevailing custom. His reasons for not utilizing the 'local' Aborigines in 

any number, are not known and there are enough indications to the contrary, 

not to categorize him as a philanthropist in this regard. Further to this 

ambivalent aspect of his character, he was to complain of the mistreatment of 

Aboriginal women and to display acts of kindness to some of the Aborigines 

under his control. 

The SS Xantho, his third major faihtre, was the first steamship to be operated 

out of the colony and was a failure, not in the idea behind the 'speculation', but 

in the actual choice of vessel. He made a capital outlay in excess of £4500 in 

purchasing the vessel and in doing so took a completely different economic tack 

to all the others involved in the pearling industry and coastal trade at the 

time.29 The SS Xantho was used, not only in pearling, as a transport for 

'Malay' workers, and as a link to his interests in the North and at Shark bay, 

but for the purposes of transporting shell to Batavia (Jakarta) and as a 

powerful, and successful political lever with which to wrest concessions from a 

very sympathetic colonial government. His pioneering attempts to utilize the 

vessel in the pearling industry and in the coastal trade are worthy of note, 

despite being dismissed in most accounts. The SS Xantho was nevertheless, 

another of his business failures, and was a direct result of his 'grand' and 

. impractical approach. 

By virtue of his failures with the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, in 

pearling with the 'Diving Apparatus,' Aboriginal convicts and 'Malays' and 

28 Bain. M. A., Full Fathom Five, (Artlook, Perth, 1982), Cha.l, 2. 
29 An indication of the magnitude of that capital outlay in modem and contemporary tenns appears in Appendix 
One. This is a compilation of wages paid in the 1870s such that a comparison with modem equivalents can be 
had. The use of modem monetary equivalents such as the dollar is not considered a suitable substitute. 
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then with the SS Xantho, Broadhurst came to be seen by his contemporaries as 

a dubious character and business failure. 

Mter these losses he commenced pearling at Shark Bay and there he was to 

receive the greatest public acclaim for his spectacular successes. In like manner 

to the public clamour that greeted the arrival of his steamship a few years 

earlier, he was eulogized in the press as a 'man out of 10,000'30 and was 

appointed to the Legislative Council by the retiring Governor in recognition of 

his capacities and knowledge of the North. 

Soon after this much publicized success, he was again brought down to the 

depths of another failure. His humiliation on this occasion, was due to his 

failure to pay the 'Malay' labourers in his employ. He was made an example on 

the express orders of the new Governor, who was keen to appease his superiors 

in London in the light of the general labour problems in the pearling industry. 

It will be argued that Broadhurst was, in effect, a scapegoat. Though deserving 

of criticism, he was, in comparison with others, much less of a villain than 

indicated by this particular incident. On the available evidence he does not 

deserve to have been associated, as he was, with those who actually committed 

atrocities in the pastoral industry and in the pursuit of shell. 

He was a man of the times and clearly saw that people with a dark skin were 

inferior beings. Despite this he treated all of his men well in regards to their 

housing and food, but often found difficulty paying his dues to men of all races 

and from all stations in life and was continually being sued in court by them 

and his creditors. Such an apparently hard outlook could probably be traced to 

his privileged background, or to the the harrowing time he spent as Director 

and manager of the Denison Plains Company at Nickol Bay)1 There he held 

the company together for almost a year, despite the threats of physical 

violence, undisguised hatred and almost total isolation which he and his 

suffering wife Eliza and family endured at the time. The strength of his resolve 

30 Inquirer, 219/1874. 
31 Nickol Bay is the tenn used here to refer, not only to the Bay carrying that name on the Admiralty Charts, but 
also of the hinterland in the the region of present day Port Walcott, Roebourne, Karratha, Dampier, Wickham, 
Cossack and adjoining stations. This mirrors contemporary usage. Other references to the area appear in the 
contemporary local press under the headings Port Walcott, Cossack and Roebourne. See Figure 12. 



and his ability to influence others, surfaces in this instance and his powers of 

persuasion, charm and social graces will be shown to have been substantial. 

Broadhurst went on to try many other activities with varying degrees of 

success, both during and after, the failures above. He finally achieved a good 

measure of success, at the age of sixty, soon after he obtained sole rights to the 

very lucrative Abrolhos Islands guano trade. Possibly as a result of his age, but 

more likely as a result of the realization that, though he had the entrepreneurial 

flair required to establish such a venture, he was not necessarily the best person 

to be responsible for the day to day running of the concern, he left the 

management of the guano industry to his son Florance and his partner, A. 

MacNeil. His son then developed the business into an extremely profitable 

venture and within a very short time far surpassed his father as a successful 

businessman. Broadhurst, and his wife Eliza, departed the state in 1895 and 

retired to Bournemouth, England in relative comfort, with their large family 

safely provided for by a number of Family Trusts that illustrate Broadhurst's 

care for his family and desire to see them well provided for. 

One of the complicating factors in assessing Broadhurst, was the changes that 

occurred in him as he learned to make the transition from the accepted mould 

of the early entrepreneur who handled the functions of capitalist, financier, 

works manager and salesman, to one who successfully devolved 

responsibility.32 In learning to effectively devolve responsibility he came to 

rely in an inordinate amount on his managers and yet seemed unable to ensure 

that they were always of sufficient quality, or that they had the necessary skills, 

required to succeed. He then failed to monitor or modify the behaviour of 

those who were unsuitable, partly due to the distances over which he operated, 

but also due to his apparent lack of sensitivity on such matter. 

All of this leads to a greater understanding of early days in the North-West 

and to a greater appreciation of the processes leading to the utilization of the 

natural resources of Western Australia. It also highlights the value of 

32Payne, op cit., p.14. 
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analysing, not only the careers of the famous and successful, but also those of 

the relative failures amongst us. 
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Chapter Two 

Broadhurst's Life in England and Victoria 

The aim of this chapter is to examine Broadhurst's background and social 

standing before he came to Western Australia. In showing that it was by no 

means a poor one and that he was also quite successful in Victoria, it raises the 

question why he and others like him went to the North of Western Australia in 

the early 1860s. 

In the light of Broadhurst's move to Western Australia and in his subsequent 

expenditure of relatively large amounts of capital there, the following will 

show that, should it have been necessary, Broadhurst was in a position to 

receive financial backing from a very well established extended family group. 

This chapter will also show that Broadhurst had quite a different 

background to many of his colleagues who ventured to the north of Western 

Australia. Such a privileged background, may indeed, have been a major cause 

in Broadhurst's inability to succeed in business and may have caused him to 

rely inordinately on his managers some of whom were poorly chosen. It also 

appears to have been the reason why he was to develop 'grand' and impractical 

schemes in the North-West and to become easy prey for the unscrupulous. His 

position and background as a well educated, gentleman in the colonies may 

have also been the source of the attitude he was to display towards his creditors 

of all races when in 'straightened' circumstances and his frequent appearances 

in court for non payment of debt.! 

In order to illustrate these points, the chapter is divided into three sections, 

(i) a brief examination of Broadhurst's family background, 

(ii) a short analysis of Broadhurst's life as a farmer, squatter and horse 

breeder in Victoria and 

(iii) a background to Eliza Broadhurst who he later married. 

1 An account of Broadhurst's court appearances or uncontested summons appears in appendix two. 
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(i) Broadhurst's Family Background and Life in England 

The known history of the Broadhurst family dates back to an Irishman, one 

John Broadhurst, an Irish linen merchant. In 181'6, he married the widow of a l 

business partner Elizabeth Henson and together they had four children, another 

John, Daniel, Margaret and Sarah. John Broadhurst Snr. based his business in 

Cannon Street Manchester and resided in the family seat at nearby Swinton 

House.2 

Figure 3 

The Broadhurst's family home at Swinton.3 

. , I 

, 

[:? /-'" (}~l 

John Snr. died in 1826 and his second son Daniel, by then noted in the local 

business directories as a 'Textile Merchant,' moved into the family home by . 

2Manchester and Salford Directories of 1804.1816,1823. Reproduced in Brummitt. J. o (In prep) Draft of 
Broadhurst Family Tracings, Private Typescript, p. 2. 
3Prom Brummitt, op. ch. 



-

15 

right of succession, as his elder brother had apparently died. An indication of 

the relative success of the TootallBroadhursts at this stage can be gauged from 

an examination of the extent of the family home Swinton House and the 

surrounding grounds. 4 (figure 3). 

Daniel Broadhurst, the new incumbent at Swinton, married Sarah Tootal of 

a noted Yorkshire farming family and they had seven children. One of these 

was Charles Edward Broadhurst the subject of this study. The already strong 

Tootal/Broadhurst family ties were further enhanced by business partnerships 

such as that between Sarah's brother, Edward Tootal, with one of her sons, 

Henry in the well known Manchester firm of Tootal, Broadhurst and Lee in 

1851. The process continued after members of the two families migrated to 

Australia and throughout the history of the TootallBroadhurst family, there is a 

continuing thread, of assistance being lent to the various junior members, in the 

form of business and other arrangements. Charles Edward was one to benefit 

from such arrangements and was to continue the process in his own right. 

The Broadhurst family tree is reproduced in figure 4.5 From this it can be 

seen that Charles Edward Broadhurst was born on 26 April 1826 in 

Manchester, the sixth of 7 children. From the family reminiscences it appears 

that Charles and the other children received a good education at the leading 

schools of the time, possibly Eton or Harrow and were not lacking in social 

position or the social graces as their various future activities and marriages 

show. The eldest child, John (1812-1904), for example, became a silk buyer 

and eventually came to Australia for his health. The next Robert Henson (1814-

1897), migrated to Victoria in 1834 and squatted near Kilmore, a small town 

just north of Melbourne, where he proved most successful. Elizabeth the next 

child, (b.1817) married a banker and went to live in India. The next child, 

Frands Marris (1820-1871) married a cotton spinner of Glasgow at the age of 

forty two. From an illustration of her family home, 'Killamont', (See Section 

4 Ibid., p.2. Swinton House has since been demolished and an illustration not found. 
5 Literary Cuttings ... From all Sources. By Eliza Broadhurst, wife of Charles Edward; also containing a family 
tree produced by Jane Brummitt of the Broadhurst family in 1985. Reproduced with permission of the Broadhurst 
family. 
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on SS Xantho following, page 259), she was in a very good financial and social 

position.6 The next child, Harry Tootal Broadhurst, (b. 1822), managed the 

family textile factory, Tootal, Broadhurst Lee and Company in Manchester. 

Charles, the subject of this study, followed, and the last born was Mary Louisa. 

She was born in 1828 and was married in 1871 to Sir Joseph Whitworth. He is 

a man, remembered, even today, as the engineer, who in 1841 proposed a 

standard for screw threads and who in 1850 was recognized as a leading 

engineer and Britain's leading tool-maker.7 His fortune and social standing, by 

the time he married Mary Louisa Broadhurst were very substantial, and 

further illustrate the social standing of the TootallBroadhursts in England.8 

Like many younger sons of the post 'Napoleonic War' period, with no 

prospects of an inheritance or of a cbmmission in the services, consideration 

was given to the possibility of the young Charles Edward Broadhurst migrating 

to the new colonies when his formal schooling had finished. Many younger 

sons in this situation were sent to join older relatives in the colonies in order to 

further their education and their prospects. This is also a common thread 

throughout the history of the TootallBroadhursts in the nineteenth century. 

6rbis is of relevance to the purchase of the SS Xantho in that she died while Broadhurst was in England and that 
he may have been a beneficiary of her will. See chapter 5 on SS Xantho. 
7 Gilbert, K.R., and Galloway, D.F., Machine Tools (1&2) in Singer, C., Et. al. (eds.) A History of 
Technology, (Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1957), pp. 431-435 & 637-638. 

, 8 Lee, S.,Dictionary of National Biography. Vol. LXI., (Smith Elder, London, 1900), pp. 166-170. 
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(ii) Broadhurst, Victorian Farmer, Squatter and Horse Breeder 

The Broadhurst family records show, that at 17 years of age, Charles 

Edward emigrated to Victoria in 1843 aboard the vessel Amiga. 10 There he 

joined his 29 year old brother, Robert Henson Broadhurst and his cousin 

Alfred Dowley Tootal at Kilmore, 50 kilometres north of Melbourne. 

About this time, Robert married an Eliza Beveridge, who was presented a 

few years after the marriage, with the lease of her father's station, The Dean 

Run. 11 This was large by any standards, having an area of 5961 Hectares, on 

which ran 500 head of cattle and 3000 sheep. In 1848, around the time Eliza 

Beveridge was given the 'Dean Run,' her husband, Robert Henson Broadhurst 

and his cousin Alfred Dowley Tootal, purchased the lease to the adjoining Long 

Hills station. This was 67 square Kilometres in area and consisted of 'the usual 

buildings of station homesteads in those days, huts, sheds, sheepyards etc.' 12 

The station was renamed Bellvue and later renamed Swinton after the family 

home in England. In September 1850, the cousins purchased in joint names, an 

area of 259 Hectares (640 acres) in the south east corner of the Station by 'pre

emptive right', indicating that they had some access to capital at that time.l 3 

This area appears in figure five, alongside the Dean Run, which also has an 

area clearly marked 'Broadhurst's pre-emptive right'. The purchase of this 

'right', indicates further the family's access to capital at this stage. As the 'pre

emptive rights' shown in figure five were only a small fraction of the 'Dean 

Run' and 'Swinton' combined, the stations were clearly substantial and occupied 

a large portion of the country in the vicinity of Kilmore and the hamlet of 

Wallan, near the 'Big Hill', (Figure 6). 

The TootallBroadhurst's were then major landowners in the district and 

their situation was described in 1855 in glowing terms. 

10 Weldon, op. cit, p.!. 
11 The various records disagree on the date. 
12 Hamilton, J.C., Pioneering Days in Western Victoria, A Narrative of Early Station Life, (Exchange Press, 
Melbourne, 1914), p. 9. 
13 Pre emptive right The right to purchase land held on lease. 
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Charles Edward Broadhurst lived with his older relatives and also worked 

hard at establishing himself at Swinton. By the time he was thirty years of age 

he was the owner of a 'freehold' block of land situated on the border of the 

Kilmore and Dalhousie land divisions through which the family station ran. IS 

The source of his funds is not known. He turned 21 years of age in 1847, his 

father died in April 1859 and his mother expired in October 1865. Broadhurst 

may have also found himself a beneficiary of these estates and thus acquired 

enough capital to purchase the land. Alternatively he may have worked his way 

into a financial position after nearly thirteen years working on his relative's 

holding. 

Thus, though the family and other records, including those of the Kilmore 

Historical Society, differ on specific details of the extent of the land, it is clear 

that, by the late 1850s Charles Edward was a landowner in his own right and 

may have purchased a substantial share of the family station. The following 

excerpt from a Kilmore newspaper adds credence to that belief and attests to 

the hard work and money that the Broadhurst' s put into developing the family 

station. 
Messrs. R.H. and C.E. Broadhurst owners of 
Swinton and The Dean stations Bylands who at 
great expense cleared a greater portion of the 
former property 50 years ago and who 
subsequently disposed of the estates ...... 16 

After 13 years as a pastoralist and grazier, Charles Edward Broadhurst 

would have been well versed as a 'gentleman farmer.' In this calling he was 

apparently hard working and well respected, as indicated by his being asked to 

be chairman at a dinner following the Kilmore Farmer's Show in AprilI8§'~. 
-56 

14 Howitt, W., Land, Labour and Gold, or Two Years in Victoria. 1855, (Facsimile Edition, Sydney University 
Press, 1972), p. 97. 
15 1856n. Victorian Electoral Roll, State Library of Victoria, Latrobe University. 
16 Excerpt supplied by the Kilmore historical Society from and undated and unnamed newspaper clipping dated 
in their estimate to the 1890s. This reference cannot be checked due to the lack of an index to the Victorian 
papers. 
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On this particular occasion he was toasted for his 'exertions in promoting 

the interests' of the Kilmore Agricultural Association,11 and at the inaugural 

meeting of the Kilmore Agricultural Society in May 1858, he was one of the 

Committee Members. I8 

Figure 5 

One of the Broadhust's 640 acre Pre-emptive rights' showing 

Kilmore and the 'Big Hill' where Weena is situated.l9 
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11 Kilmore Examiner, 18/4/1856. 
18 Maher, J.A., Tale of a Century. Kilmore 1837-1937, (Spectator Publishing, Kilmore, 1938), p. 26 and 
Kilmore Examiner, 21/3/1856, 18/3/1856. 
19Prom the Kilmore Historical Society & Brummitt, op. cit. 
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Figure 6 

Those areas of the Dean Run and Swinton purchased by the Broadhurst 
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(Hi) Eliza Broadhurst, Nee Howes 

It was in this period that Charles Edward met Eliza Howes, (figure 18), who 

was born on 31 October 1839, the ninth child of fourteen born to Irish School 

Master, Florance Howes and his second wife Eliza, (Nee. Graham, a direct 

descendant of William the third Earl of Inchiquin).21 

Eliza Howes, descendant of nobility, unfortunately expired at Londonderry 

in November 1850, just two weeks after the birth of her fourteenth child.22 

Howes, with six surviving children, married again, this time to Mary T.S. 

Flemming, the eldest daughter of Beecher Flemming, Esq., of New Court, 

Skilbourne, County of Cork Ireland.23 

In the meantime, Dilmond John, Howes' eldest son, graduated as a Civil 

Engineer from Trinity College Dublin and had later married. Some time 

around 1850, he and his close friend and medical student, John Singleton and 

their young families, followed Singleton'S brother William, who was the 

founding Vicar of the Kilmore Parish, to Victoria. Dilmond Howes then tried 

his hand as an Engineer on the gold fields, before establishing himself as a 

surveyor, bridge and road builder in the Warmambool and Port Fairy region. 

His friend, Dr Singleton, opened a pioneering practice in the region and was 

soon in a good financial position. Dilmond Howes was apparently in a similar 

fortunate situation, and his two storied, .bluestone, family home,Taiara, which 

still stands at Port Fairy, bears ample testimony to the success and standing of 

his family. (Figure 7) When Dilmond Howes' first wife, died in 1860, leaving 

him with two children, he married his friend Singleton's youngest daughter, 

thus further stengthening the family ties between the Howes' and the Singletons. 

21 Brummitt, op. cit. 
22Howes' first wife died two months after giving birth in 1822, and his second wife, ibid. 
23 Ibid. 



Figure 7 

Talara c. 1870. 24 

23 

Sometimc:'llroimd~186~e4fl@fance Howes brought the rest of his children, 

including Eliza and his third wife from Ireland to Victoria where they joined 

this well established, financially successful and supportive extended family 

group. They occupied a house in Gipps Street, Belfast (now Port Fairy) and 

later the family was accused of benefiting from Dilmond Howes powerful 

position as engineer. It was claimed that 'shire funds were spent in supporting 

Mr Howes relatives and subsidizing his dependants. '25 

Florance Howes then continued in his career as a teacher. Advertisements 

appear in the local paper in early 1866 for a school named Belfast Grammar 

School situated in James Street. Howes was the principal and is noted in the 

advertisement as 'formerly Master of an Endowed School in the Home 

24prom a postcard supplied by Jane Brummitt, op. cit. 
25 Banner of Belfast. 2112/1866. 
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Country' .26 Instruction at the school was designed to prepare the students for 

entry to Melbourne University, the Civil Service. or Public life. Included in the 

curriculum were, instruction in the scriptures, French, German, English, 

writing, arithmetic, bookkeeping, philosophy, Classical history, geometry, 

algebra and geography. Both boarding and day scholars, were catered for.27 

In 1867 Howes, who was also the Secretary of the Belfast Hospital and 

Benevolent Fund, took the part-time position of Librarian to the Port Fairy 

Mechanics Institute at a salary of £50 per annum, beating five other applicants 

to the pOSt. 28 In July of 1868, (the year his third wife, Mary, died) he 

resigned.29 In July 1869, he contracted bronchitis and died, aged 71. 

From the indications above Eliza Howes was well educated, and is known to 

have been a talented musician.3o As such, she would have easily fitted into an 

eminent circle of clergy, doctors, civil engineers, teachers, society ladies and 

landed gentry, such as that commanded by her well positioned extended family 

group. 

She and Charles Edward Broadhurst, 34 year old 'farmer' and 'settler', 

were married on 22 June 1860 at Woodford a small village north of 

Warrnamboo1.31 They then moved back to the Kilmore region and resided at 

Weena near Wallan-Wallan,32 at the 'Big Hill' adjoining the family station 

Swinton. 33 (See Figure 6) 

26Banner of Belfast, 10/1/1866. 
27 Belfast Gazette, 12/1/1866 and letter from Ms P. Egan (port Fairy Historical Society), quoting local papers 
of 23/2/66. 
28 ibid 
29 Howes was advised that the library committee decided it was necessary to have someone full time on the 
premises. due to the loss of a number of publications from the shelves. They advised him of their intention to 
seek applications for the position in the new year. Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Port Fairy 
Mechanics Institute Library, 28/7/1868 & 29/12/1868, supplied by the Port Fairy Historical Society. 
30 This surfaces in the diaries of RJ. & T.C. Sholl at Roeboume Western Australia, see chapter on Denison 
Plains Company, following. It also appears in her later part in that State in establishing a school. 
31 Victorian Electoral Roll of 1856/1857, LaTrobe Library, Melbourne. 
32 The Broadhurst's Marriage Certificate and the certificates of the baptism performed by the Rev. Singleton for 
their children, Florance Constantine Broadhurst (b.8/7/1861) and Charles Henson Broadhurst (b.l/9/1862) both 
show Weena' as their home. Marriage Certificate of Charles Edward Broadhurst and Eliza Howes, 22/6/1860. 
Office of the Government Statistician, Melbourne. 
33 A letter from Mr Hugh Guthrie of Weena', Kent River, W.A. to the Broadhurst family historian, Jane 
Brummitt of 26/10/1986 however, shows that his family owned the property from 1856-1906 and that he 
believes that the Broadhursts leased Weena' in Victoria. Ms. Brummitt and the author have been collaborating in 
an exchange of information. 
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Family records indicate that the Broadhursts travelled to India in the early 

18608, where they had relatives,34 There, there they engaged in the potentially 

profitable trade in Army 'remounts.' According to family records, they also 

returned with an 'Indian' servant, who spent the rest of his life in their 

employ.35 

Little further has been found on this chapter of Broadhurst's business Hfe, 

though in 1865, Broadhurst took a pure bred' Arab' stallion, 'Kochlani', that 

he had imported the previous year with him to Western Australia,36 Thus it 

appears that the Broadhursts were in India in 1864 and that Broadhurst would 

have had a notion of commencing, or continuing, a horse stud with 'Kochlani' 

in Victoria. All indications are that the land on which he was based at Weena 

was, and is, admirably suited to the task)7 

As indicated, he later took the horse to Western Australia and may have had 

thoughts of entering the horse trade there. Indications from Western Australia 

are that the horse trade in that State grew from a nil return in 1870 to the 

export of 427 horses at £12 each to a total of £5124 in 1872. The trade was 

worth almost twice that figure in 1876)8 Despite the potentially lucrative 

returns, it appears that Broadhurst did not try his hand in serious horse 

breeding in Western Australia. It is recorded in 1880 for example, that 

Maitland Brown was the only colonist there to make breeding of horses for the 

Indian market a speciality, having stables near Geraldton housing 6 sires and 

200 mares,39 These were landed in India at a contract price of £45 each. 

Broadhurst's reasons for not entering the horse trade in Western Australia are 

not known. Broadhurst apparently paid £500 for 'Kochlani', but may have 

misjudged or inflated the worth of his stallion. One of his colleagues III 

34Brummitt, op. cit. 
35 The servant appears more 'Malay' than Indian in appearance, and may have joined the Broadhurst's during the 
pearling phase of their activities rather than at this period. 
36 The horse, an Arab 'entire' (stallion) named 'Kochlani' was purchased by Broadhurst in India at a cost 
'upwards of £500'. W. Harvey, Agent to the Denison Plains Pastoral Company Ltd., to the Editor, Perth Gazette 
and W A. Times, published 1611111866. In following references, Perth Gazette. 
37The land was recently purchased by Robert Holmes a' Court, a man acknowledged in 1988 as one of 
Australia's richest men, for use as a horse stud. 
38 Nicolay, G., The Handbook o/Western Australia. (Government Print, Perth, 1880), pp. 26,111. 
39 ibid. 
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Western Australia Dr. Baynton, was to later claim that it had an 'intrinsic 

value' of a figure of around £60. The figure of £500 is not inconsistent with 

the prices paid for similar animals however. 40 

Thus, Broadhurst's (or Baynton's) capacity as a judge of horseflesh is 

bought into question, especially as Broadhurst does not appear to have made a 

huge success of the horse breeding trade out of Victoria. Had he been 

successful, he may have been less inclined to make the move from the family 

station in Victoria to the wilds of North Western Australia especially as the 

gold-rushes of the 1850s initially bought 'boom' conditions for the Victorian 

squatters.41 

Conclusion 

It is clear from the above that Charles Edward Broadhurst had a privileged 

background and that he, and his wife Eliza Howes, had a good social standing 

in Victoria. The indications from his purchase of land in Victoria and in the 

purchase of the pure bred Arab stallion 'Kochlani' are, that the Broadhurst's 

themselves were reasonably 'well off'. Further evidence of his good financial 

position is the possibility that he kept a 'town house' in Melbourne.4 2 

Broadhurst was also a well respected member of the Kilmore community and 

showed evidence, in his efforts in forming the local Agricultural Society, of the 

flair and entrepreneurial ability he was to display in Western Australia. 

An illustration of Kilmore in the period appears in figure 8 and in viewing 

it, one is left to ponder on the Broadhurst's decision to leave green fields, fine 

society and family group for the wilds of North-West Australia. 

40 Baynton to his father from the Nicol River station, N.W Australia, 20/2/1866, published in the Perth 
Gazette 8/6/1866. The price William Harvey claimed that Broadhurst paid for the horse is not unrealistic. The 
Withnell's, a well known family in North-west Australia, paid £300 for a Clydesdale stallion in the same period. 
See Section on Denison Plains Pastoral Company following. 
4 1 Monie, J., (Victorian History and Politics. European Settlement to 1939; a Survey of the Literature, (La 
Trobe University, Melbourne, 1982), p.231. 
42 The addresses given for him in his application for permission to proceed to the North-West as a part of the 
Denison Plains Pastoral Company, show that in 1864/5, at least, the Broadhurst's also resided at Saltwater 
River, Flemington (Maribynong) in Melbourne itself. See section on Camden Harbour Pastoral Association and 
Denison Plains Pastoral Company following. 



27 

Figure 8 

An illustration of Kilmore in 1856. 43 

The decision is made the more remarkable when it is considered that they 

had two young sons and that Eliza was six months pregnant when they left. The 

indications from the composition of the many settlement schemes and family 

groups formed to take up land in Western Australia are that the latter was a 

product of the times, when women followed their men irrespective of the 

problems caused by their advanced pregnancy or the difficulties of having 

children at foot. 

The reasons why the Broadhurst's made the apparently strange move from 

Victoria to the West will become evident in the following chapter and they will 

be seen to be directly related to the post goldrush 'push' for new land to the 

detriment of the Victorian 'squatting' families. 

43From a tourist brochure promoting Kilmore and the surrounding country. 



Chapter 3 

Broadhurst a Controversial Pastoralist in the North of 
Westem Australia 

Central to an understanding of Broadhurst and his later activities, is an 

analysis of his involvement in the process of European settlement in the north 

of Western Australia and, more specifically, of his role in the little known, 

Melbourne based, Denison Plains Pastoral Company and the controversial 

Camden Harbour Pastoral Association. 

28 

He became a shareholder in both of these 'large', and poorly understood, 

Victorian companies in an attempt to take advantage of the generous provisions 

of the 1862 Regulations pertaining to European settlement of the north of 

Western Australia.! There has, however, been very little written on the 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company, which Broadhurst joined as a shareholder 

and in which he became a Director and 'Manager' or 'Superintendent of Stock 

and Stations' ,2 Little appears on the Company in Western Australia and even 

less is recorded in Victoria, where the Company has been largely forgotten and 

is dismissed in a few words in all commentaries, That which has been written 

on the Company in Western Australia, is limited and will be seen to have been 

affected by a parochial attitude that has resulted in the efforts of the Company 

members being unfairly derided and, subsequently, inadequately assessed. For 

this reason, the Denison Plains Company will be examined in detail in an 

attempt to provide the groundwork for an objective assessment of Broadhurst 

and his involvement in the Company. In an attempt to understand the 

Company, it is also necessary to trace it from the very beginnings. In doing so, 

it becomes necessary to examine the process of European settlement of the 

1 Government Gazette. 23/1211862, No., 53. 
2 William Harvey to Col. Sec. 241611865, CSR, Ace. 36, Vol., 566/83. BL. (In following references CSR, 
566/83, BL). 
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North of Western Australia and to ascertain why Broadhurst made the decision 

to migrate there from the relative security and comfort of Victoria. In the 

process, some understanding will be had of the reason why, one notable feature 

of the 'rush' to the North-West of Western Australia in the 1860s, was that the 

'majority' of the Europeans who went there, were from Victoria.3 

Though severely criticized by contemporary and modern Western 

Australian historians for venturing there, the shareholders of the Denison 

Plains Pastoral Company and the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association, such 

as Broadhurst, will be seen to have had very good reason to do so and that 

their decisions were based on good exploration data and sound reasoning. The 

exploration data on which they based their decision, will be shown to have 

been superior to that which saw the foundation of the Swan River Colony, 

(Western Australia) and in this context, it will be shown that much of the 

criticism that the Victorians have received from the Western Australian 

historians for venturing to the North has been unfairly applied. This bias will 

become especially evident, when it is shown that those pioneers who were 

highly praised by the Western Australian historians ventured to the North on 

precisely the same evidence as that relied upon by Broadhurst and his 

colleagues. 

In studying the two companies and their antecedents, a William Harvey of 

Melbourne,will be shown to be the agent and chief promoter of both.4 He will 

be shown to have had a vision, not unlike that of the founder of the Swan River 

Colony, Captain J ames Stirling. Harvey saw Camden Harbour and the Denison 

Plains settlements as part of his plans for a new self governing pastoral and 

agricultural empire in the North of Western Australia. Camden Harbour was 

to become the 'new' gateway to Australia after the failure of earlier attempts to 

settle the region near present day Darwin. Telegraphic, mail and steamer links 

3 Hasluck, P., Black Australians. A Survey of Native Policy in Western Australia, 1829-1897, 1970 repr., 
(Melbourne University Press. 1942). p. 23. 
4 The historians do not mention him by name and his part in the matter has not hitherto been appreciated. The 
only modem reference found connecting William Harvey to the two companies has been Riatti. H. J., A History 
of the Development of the NW, of W A.. (Teacher's Higher Certificate Thesis, ND) p. 24. 
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and steamer links were to be established to other ports such as Batavia 

(J akarta), Singapore, Surabaya and ultimately Europe. The Denison Plains 

settlement further inland, was to be the beginnings of a chain of overland 

pastoral and telegraphic links between Camden Harbour, Adelaide and 

ultimately Melbourne and Sydney. 

Figure 9 

A contemporary illustration of Australia and the settlements to the North 

showing the geographical advantages of Cam den Harbour.5 

There has been a complete lack of understanding of Harvey's role in the 

settlement of the 'North District' of Western Australia and of the lengths to 

5Description of Camden Harbour. it's Climate and Adjoining Country. With Map. Including a Prospectus of the 
Camden Harbour Pastoral Association. (Fergusson and Moore. Melbourne, 1864), University of Melbourne 
Archive. 
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which he was prepared to go to secure his dreams of establishing and possibly 

controlling a 'North Australian' colony. The lies he was prepared to perpetrate 

to achieve those ends will be seen to make the efforts of other similar 

'charlatans' pale into insignificance. It will be shown however, that those 

deceived by William Harvey and his associates were clearly gullible. For this 

failing, Broadhurst and his many Victorian colleagues must accept full 

personal responsibility and bear the often voiced contempt of their 

contemporaries and the criticism of the historians. It must be remembered, 

however, that they had no easy means of checking on the claims made by the 

'promoters'. In this context, it should be noted that the exploration data used as 

the basis on which the 'North District' was opened up for settlement and which 

led to Harvey' s schemes and the decision of Broadhurst and many others to 

venture there, was not only superior to that which saw the formation of most 

other settlement schemes in Western Australia, but it appeared in highly 

complimentary accounts from apparently impeccable sources. These accounts 

were synthesized in the local press and further summarized in the various 

pampl:llets and Company prospectuses into an even more attractive form. These 

served, by their language and what appeared to be Government backing, to 

lure those in distant Victoria to the hooks of the visionaries and the, sometimes 

unscrupulous, promoters who relied on a public float to realize their dreams. 

In the light of the generally negative assessment6 of Broadhurst that is held 

by the historians, his peers and his fellow shareholders in the Company 

following the eventual failure and collapse, Broadhurst will be shown to be 

deserving of both praise and condemnation for his actions in venturing to the 

north of Western Australia and for his conduct as a Director and Manager of 

the Denison Plains Pastoral Company. The opinions held on the subject by the 

apparently objective Resident Magistrate in the North, RJ. Sholl, will be 

examined and will be shown to differ from those generally held. An 

examination of these will show that Sholl held Broadhurst in high regard for 

6See section on Western Australian attitudes to the Victorian Settlers fonowing. 
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his efforts in holding the Company together in very difficult circumstances and 

that he appointed Broadhurst a Justice of the Peace and Acting Resident 

Magistrate, both positions of significance, and normally ones afforded only to 

a man of integrity and standing. 

Broadhurst and his wife Eliza, will also be seen to have eventually become a 

focus of the social life at the newly developing centre for the North-West, the 

town of Roebourne. This aspect of the development of the North casts a 

positive light on them both and also forces some re-assessment of prevailing 

attitudes to Broadhurst. 

It has also not been generally realized that, the members of the much 

maligned Denison Plains Pastoral Company had a considerable impact in the 

early years of the settlement of the North-West by Europeans. At least thirteen 

of the nineteen shareholders who landed at Nickol Bay will be shown to have 

had a significant role as pastoralists, pearlers or in the service industries. The 

men, women and children will be shown to have constituted around half of the 

European population of the North-West, albeit for a short time, and their role 

in the development of the town of Roebourne, will be seen to have been 

worthy of note. 

In order to illustrate all of these points, this chapter is divided into four 

main sections 

(i) : a background to Broadhurst's arrival in the North of Western Australia 

and an examination of the attitudes of the Western Australian historians 

towards him and his colleagues, 

(ii) : an examination of the process of settlement from the point of view of 

the various European groups involved, 

(Hi) : an investigation of Broadhurst's role in the formation, arrival and 

subsequent collapse of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company 

(iv) : A analysis of of his activities as a pastoralist, Justice of the Peace and 

Acting Resident Magistrate after the collapse of the Company, and 

(v) : an analysis of the reasons why Europeans such as Broadhurst and his 

Victorian colleagues initially succeeded in settling only one area of the North, 
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i.e. that at Nickol Bay, in contrast to the failure to settle other areas such as 

Camden Harbour, Roebuck Bay, and the Ashburton River. A major reason for 

their success will be seen to have been the attitude and capacities of the local 

Aborigines. 

(0 Background to Broadhurst's Arrival in the North of Western 

Australia 

This section attempts to set the scene for Broadhurst's arrival here and to 

explain why he made the decision to venture to the North initially as a part of 

the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association and then later as a shareholder in the 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company. It also attempts to explain the reason why 

Broadhurst and the Denison Plains Pastoral Company have been inadequately, 

and in some cases unfairly, assessed by their contemporaries and by the 

historians. In order to do so it is divided into three parts, an examination of the 

early exploration of the area to which Broadhurst and his fellow Victorians 

were attracted, an analysis of the reasons why the Victorians would want to 

leave Victoria for the North of Western Australia in the first place, and an 

examination of the attitudes of contemporary and modem Western Australians 

to the Victorian settlers. 

The Early Exploration of the North of Western Australia 

Up until 1862, European settlement in Western Australia was limited to the 

area south of the Murchison River; leaving the vast areas to the north virtually 

unexplored and in the hands of their traditional occupants, the Aborigines. 

The area became known as the 'North District' (Figure 2) and lies within 

the Tropical and Subtropical zones of the Southern Hemisphere. It has three 

'conspicuous aspects' of climatic pattern. The Northern part, or Kimberley 

region, benefits from monsoonal rains which favour the growth of woodlands 

and savannah grasslands. Much of the remainder of the area experiences an 

arid or semi arid climate, though tropical cyclones in the period November 

through to March serve to make a part of this land useful pastoral country. In 

the nineteenth century, the 'North District' encompassed what is now known as 
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the Murchison, Gascoyne North-West, Kimberley and Pilbara regions. It was 

in excess of one million square kilometres in area and had a very low 

population density. Even as late as 1965, for example, it was as low as 3.5 

people per 260 square kilometres.? One reason for such a low density is the 

harsh, very hot and often debilitating climate. It is only with the advent of the 

airconditioned mining towns in the last few decades that families have been 

willing to venture to the area, resulting in an increase in the population of the 

north. 

Some exploration of the 'North District' occurred prior to 1860, but partly 

due to earlier generally poor reports, the extreme isolation of the region and 

the huge costs involved in transport to the region, little interest and some 

scepticism greeted the results. g 

Despite the good reports, there was no flood of enquiry from potential 

immigrants to what is now the Kimberley region when in 1837-1838, the 

explorer Grey, described the Camden Harbour region as a 'luxuriant country 

of a very rich and fertile character.'9 The climate was judged as one of the 

finest in the world with a mean temperature of between 77°-94° Fahrenheit 

(26-35° Celsius) recorded, in the shade, with consistent rain. The nearby 

Glenelg River region was considered as 'verdant and fertile a country as the 

eye of man ever rested upon'. In summing up Grey wrote, that the country was 

best adapted for the production of cotton, sugar, indigo and rice with a species 

of wild cotton in evidence that could, if a colony was established, be substituted 

by 'the proper cotton plant.' He noted that the area' contained three, of what he 

claimed were, the 'finest harbours in the world' .10 

7 Kerr, A.. Australia's North West. (UW A, Press. Nedlands, 1975), p. 335. 
8 Kimberley, op. cit., p.203. 
9 Grey, G., Journals of two Expeditions of Discovery in North-West and Western Australia, 1843, (Facsimile 
00., Hesperian Press, Victoria Park, 1983), pp. 248-9. 
10 ibid., pp. 161-6,274. 



Figure 10 

Grey's chart of the Camden Harbour and Glenelg River Regions 11 
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Grey visualized that if the area were to be settled, England would have in 

the potential North Australian Colony, a cotton producing entrepot with the 

possibility of a manufactured cotton export to the Indian Archipelago, where 

printed cottons were in great demand)2 

One Henry Bull, then applied to the Colonial Secretary asking to be 

appointed Government Resident in the event of a future settlement in the 

Camden Sound.13 Despite this display of ambition on the part of Bull, the 

glowing exploration reports of the North of Western Australia, were initially 

treated with caution and scepticism by intending settlers.14 The Colonial 

Government was also not inclined to extend settlement at the time, due in part, 

to the prohibitive administrative costs involved. IS 

Twenty years later, a similar lack of action greeted the results of the 

lengthy exploration of the Victoria River and its hinterland in 1855-56 by the 

brothers A.C. and F.T. Gregory. They traced the River to its source and found 

an inland water course they named Sturt's Creek. In following this creek they 

noted that sections of the country 'showed the effects of long continued 

drought', but that in another area found a few days later, there was a vast 

expanse of waving grassing plains from five to sixteen kilometres wide 

stretching to the horizon. These they called the Denison Plains. From their 

detailed accounts they were 'vast level plains of rich soil covered with beautiful 

grass. '16 The team followed the creek west towards central Australia to around 

20°20' South Latitude, 127°35' East Longitude, (on their estimate) and then 

returned eastward along the opposite bank of the creek. On the return journey 

they located a pool of apparently 'permanent water' 100 metres wide by 300 

metres long, with water a metre deep close to the banks. 

12Grey, op. cit., p.274. 
13 Letters from Settlers, 24/12/1839, COD 1839, Despatches 117, p.165, reproduced in PR 640, BL. 
14 Kimberley, op, cit, p. 203., and Battye (1924) op. ch., p.260, citing the Perth Gazette and W.A. Times of 
14/2/1862. In references following, Perth Gazette. 
15 Battye, (1915), op. cit. p.lS. 
16 Gregory, A. C .• & F. T .• Journals of Australian Explorations 1846-1858. 1884, (Australiana Facsimile 
edition No. 14, Adelaide Library board of S.A, 1969), pp 134-140. 
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Figure 

A map appearing with the DenisonPlains Company pamphlet, 

showing the Denison Plains and their relationship to Camden Harbour, 

Roebuck Bay, the De Grey River, Nickol Bay and Stuart's route to Adelaide. 17 
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17North Western Australia. its Soil. Climate and Capacity for Pastoral Enterprise. with map. (Roller!; Mackay, 
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They also confirmed the extent of the plains discovered on the outward 

journey and reported that they were not able to see their limit towards the 

north-west. The weather in the region was noted as cool and amenable. The 

Denison Plains is the area to which Broadhurst and his party were to 

eventually attempt to proceed. 

The stimulus for European settlement of the North District did not come 

until F.T. Gregory conducted further explorations, in what is now known as 

the North-West of Western Australia. These took place in the period from May 

to October 1861. His report appeared in the Perth Gazette of 14 February 

1862 and was received with great interest in Western Australia and further 

afield in both Victoria and South Australia. 

In April 1861, he landed with substantial provisions and a large exploring 

party at Hearson's Cove, in the Nickol Bay Region. From there he moved west 

and then south towards the upper Gascoyne River and then back north, finding 

good pastures and numerous rivers, including the Harding, Maitland, 

. Fortesque, Ashburton, Oakover and De Grey, all of which he named. He 

reported that a number of them flowed fresh and that 200,000 acres was 

suit~hle for tropical agriculture with 2,000,000 acres suitable for gra.zing. 

Gregory considered the Harbour at Nickol Bay the equivalent of any he had 

seen on the coast, except for King George Sound, (Albany). 

Gregory also noted beds of pearl oysters at Nickol Bay and believed that 

they were potentially of immediate commercial importance. The crew of his 

vessel, the Dolphin, recovered pearl shells worth £500-600 and a pearl worth 

£25 whilst waiting his return. Gregory noted that though the beds were 'not 

defined,' ships with 'proper apparatus' (presumably diving gear), could soon 

locate and exploit them.18 He noted a most amenable temperature range of 54°-

92° Fahrenheit (12°-33° Celsius) in the six months he was in the country. 

18 Gregory. op. cit, p.176. 
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In concluding a glowing report,he stated that the country, especially that 

around the De Grey and Sherlock Rivers, appeared 'more highly qualified' 

than than anything else for the growing of cotton.20 

All this was noted by the very successful Colonial entrepreneur Walter 

Padbury, who had a hand in organizing the Gregory expedition. He then 

decided to settle the region and sent to Victoria for suitable stock. In the 

meantime, others expressed their interest and pressure began to mount on the 

Western Australian Government to the extent that new land regulations were 

promulgated in November 1862 and published in the Government Gazette of 

23 December 1862. (Appendix Three) These regulations allowed European 

settlement of the 'North District', which at that time, housed not one known, 

European inhabitant. 

The land regulations, were effective from 1 January 1863 and included two 

classes of land, Class A and Class C. Up to a total of 100,000 acres of Class C 

land in 20,000 Acre lots could be selected by the payment of a licence fee of £5 

by 'anyone establishment: landing stock.21 Provision was made for free 

pasturage for twelve months and a further three years free of rent on the land 

selected, together with the right of selection of an area not exceeding 20,000 

acres.22 Class A land, incluiHng islands, and all land up to 2 miles back from 

the coast, required an annual licence. The day after the regulations were 

promulgated, applications to proceed to the North, were received from WaIter 

Padbury and Charles Nairn, his brother-in-Iaw.23 

The 14 February 1862 edition of the Perth Gazette carried Gregory's 

report and spurred interest in the North District of Western Australia as far 

afield as Victoria. On 25 November 1862, just as the new regulations allowing 

settlement of the North District were being promulgated, William Harvey, 

20 Gregory, op. ch., p. 176. 
21 A point vital to the understanding of the problems that beset the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, which 
was, as indicated here, entitled to only 100,000 acres under item 4 of the Rules allowing the selection of land in 
the 'North District' and not 5,000,000 as promised by the Company prospectus. Government Gazette, 
23/12/1862, no 53. See also footnote 206, p.106. 
22 ibid 

23 Book of Applications to Proceed to the North or East District of WA u.nder the new land regulations of 
2311211862. Battye Library, Red. No., 1266, ACC No. 660, BL. 
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wrote to the Colonial Secretary in Perth, stating that he had been requested to 

join a body of colonists to the North District of Western Australia and that he 

needed to know what were the limits of the district and the extent, if any, of 

the Government protection to be afforded such a settlement.24 In enquiring 

whether the existing regulations would permit the use of appropriate land for 

cotton and sugar production, Harvey stated that the object of the proposed 

settlement were, 'primarily the growth of cotton on the coast and pastoral 

pursuits in the more elevated interior'. 

He continued, in a revealing paragraph, thus, 

I have been informed that your Government might, to 
save expense in the event of a settlement... feel inclined 
to place several of the more respectable members of it, 
on the commission of the [indecipherable] for the 
purposes of self govemment.25 

Harvey was soon to shy away from any further hint of personal ambition, 

but like Bull and Stirling before him, the opportunity had been seen and was 

quickly seized. 

Harvey's interests lay not just in what is now known as the North West, 

which was the object of Padbury's interest, but also in the far north, now 

called the Kimberley region. His ideas probably sprang from the very 

promising exploration data of Grey of 1848 in the Camden Harbour region 

and from the reports of the Gregory brothers in 1855-1856, in the hinterland 

of the Victoria River on the Western Australian and Northern Territory 

border.26 His plans would have also been born of the ideas behind earlier 

unsuccessful attempts to establish a link to Kupang, Jakarta, Surabaya and the 

'Straits Settlements' from a trading base in Northern Australia. These attempts 

began in 1824 at Fort Dundas on Melville Island (1824-29); were resurrected 

on the Coburg Peninsula at Fort Wellington on Raffles Bay (1827-1829) and 

were resumed, in a final unsuccessful attempt, at Port Essington (1838-1841). 

24 CSR. 513/44, BL. 
25 ibid. 
26 See Grey, op. cit., and Gregory op. ch. 
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Interest in forming an overland link with the 'North Coast of New South 

Wales,' as the area was called, dates from these attempts to settle at Port 

Essington. Calls were made for the further exploration of this region and of 

the land lying between there and Sydney in the period between 1840 and 

1843.27 In December 1845, the explorer Ludwig Leichardt, finally succeeded 

in reaching Port Essington overland. The deprivations and suffering 

experienced by Leichardt and his men, were so great as to destroy any further 

hopes of an overland route from the Eastern Seaboard of Australia, to Port 

Essington. The settlement there was soon abandoned and the charter creating 

the new Colony of 'Northern Australia' was revoked in December 1847,28 

Interest continued in the region despite this, and it lead directly to the 

September 1855 explorations of the Gregory brothers. They sailed up the 

Victoria River and then moved south west into Western Australia along Sturt's 

Creek, through the Denison Plains. They retraced their steps and then travelled 

back east, along the Gulf Of Carpentaria, finishing at Brisbane in December 

1856. The explorers spoke highly of the region considering it, in comparison 

to Western Australia, 'far superior' in every way, except in climate, for those 

with settlement in mind. 

Other explorers were sent to the regIOn by the South Australian 

Government, including J .M. Stuart. They were successful in traversing the 

country from Adelaide to the area near present day Darwin which lies south 

west of the abandoned Port Essington. This eventually led to thoughts of a 

transcontinental stock route and a connection with the existing England to India 

telegraph through North Australia and on to Adelaide. 29 Squatters were also 

moving west into the Gulf of Carpentaria from Queensland, Victoria and New 

South Wales in 1861. In 1862 the South Australian Government, which was yet 

to annex the Northern Territory, as the area eventually became known, 

received a number of enquiries for land mainly in the Victoria River area,3o 

27 Powell, A .• Far Country, (Melbourne University Press, 1982), p. 63. 
28 Spillett, P.G., Forsaken Settlement, (Landsdowne, Press Melbourne 1972), pp.143. 15. 
29 Powell , op., cit.. p.71. 
30 ibid. p.73. 



Despite the growing interest, the questions about which Eastern States 43 

Colonial Government was responsible for the vast lands in what is now the 

Northern Territory were not resolved until July 1863. In the meantime, the 

proclamation of the December 1862 regulations for the settlement of the 

'North District' of Western Australia swung interest in that direction. 

The Camden Harbour Region, to the west of the Northern Territory, with 

apparently superb harbours and rich hinterland, was to be the natural focus for 

attention. On 20 January 1863, only a month after the promulgation of the 

regulations permitting settlement of the North District of Western Australia 

and two months after his initial inquiry, William Harvey, Cyril Autard and 

Messrs Robert McMaikin, W. Murray, G. Buzzard and Edmond Tarrant all 

applied for permission to proceed with stock to Camden Harbour, for the 

purpose of selecting grazing land. Western Australian interest in the area was 

not lacking either. Three brothers, K., A., and the well known Maitland, 

Brown of Champion Bay, and four other men from Newcastle (Toodyay) and 

York, applied three months later, for permission to proceed to the mouth of 

the nearby Prince Regent or Glenelg Rivers. By the end of 1863 there were 

seventeen applications to proceed to the 'North District' of Western Australia. 

Thirteen of these were to proceed to the Camden Harbour area and only four, 

those from Padbury, Nairn and a John Wellard, were for the Nickol Bay, or 

De Grey River regions in what is now known as the North-West.31 

In May 1863, a party including K. & A. Brown and the naturalist Dr 

Martin, chartered the vessel Flying Foam to re examine the Glenelg River and 

Camden Harbour region. Their glowing reports were published in the Inquirer 

of 2 September 1863. 

This visit was followed in January 1864 by the celebrated 'Wildman' gold 

seeking voyage, which also went to Camden Harbour under the leadership of 

31 Applications to proceed to the North. op. ch., It is interesting to note that the fIrst applicants listed to 
proceed north are Cyril Autard and William Harvey, together with, Robert Micking [McMaikin?], Wm. Murray, 
G Buzzard and Edward Tarrant, and that though this application is dated W/l/1863 it preceeds that of Padbury and 
Nairn. dated24/12/1862 in the register. 
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an Inspector Panter and a Dr. Martin. Though originally searching for gold 

allegedly discovered there by Wildman, they conducted further explorations. 

Their report of the Camden Harbour region and of the Roebuck Bay region 

further south, was published in the Inquirer on 22 June 1864. This report 

confirmed Grey's analysis of the Camden Harbour and Glenelg River regions 

and also spoke of excellent pasture, good underground water, luxuriant 

vegetation, abundant game, pearl shell in quantity and millions of acres of 

pastural country, near Cape Villaret at Roebuck Bay. 

July and August 1864 proved to be a watershed in the development of the 

North. The reports of Grey, Martin and Panter appeared in such Victorian 

papers as the Portland Guardian, and left no doubt in the mind of the reader as 

to the 'extent and fertility' of the land in the North of Western Australia. One 

such report noted that Or Martin had estimated that 1,000,000 sheep could be 

supported by the areas explored.32 The Melbourne based Argus, carried 

similar accounts. One contained a letter to the editor from a W.A. Taylor of 

Guildford in Western Australia. This gave an account of five months spent in 

the North-West area during the period between June and November 1863. He 

referred, not only to many of the country's disadvantages, but also to 'rich 

brown loam up to 20 feet thick without stick or stone in it'. He also noted, that, 

of the animals landed by the early settlers, he 'never saw stock in finer 

condition' and concluded that the explorer Gregory gave a 'very truthful 

account of the country' .33 In that period also, the Western Australian press 

published the 1862 Land Regulations for the North District, the prospectus of 

Wiliam Harvey and associate's newly formed Company called the Camden 

Harbour Pastoral Association,34 the prospectus of the Perth based, Roebuck 

Bay Pastoral and Agricultural Association, which had similar intentions, 35 and 

'a well-arranged' pamphlet by the Government Surveyor General, Captain J.S. 

Roe. This document also contained the land regulations, Stokes', Grey's, 

32 Portland Guardian and Normanby General Advertiser, 25/8/1864. 
33 Taylor to the editor, Argus. 29/8/1864. 
34 Inquirer and Commercial News, 2n /1864. ( Hereafter, Inquirer) 
35 ibid. 31/8/1864. 
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Gregory's and Panter's descriptions of the North District and a catalogue of 

possible fruits and exports available in the region e.g. timber, mother-of-pearl, 

whale, dugong oil, wool and cotton and livestock. 

To the historian Kimberley, writing some thirty years later, there was no 

doubt 

that this pamphlet together with news from private 
sources determined many wavering minds in Victoria 
and South Australia to take North Western land. 36 

The Victorian desire for Western Australian Land 

Part of the reason for Victorians «such as Broadhurst to be attracted to the 

North-West of Western Australia and to other areas such as New South Wales, 

Queensland and New Zealand, in the late 1850s and 1860s, was a distinct 

unease amongst the ranks of the 'squatters'. 37 This was caused when the 

goldrush excitement died and there developed a desire for land amongst the 

displaced miners and other members of the community. In 1856 the first 

Victorian Parliament was elected. This comprised an indissoluble Legislative 

Council of 30 elected for a period of 10 years with a property qualification of 

£5,000 and a popularly elected Legislative Assembly. 'Squatters' controlled the 

Upper House, but it was not long before the question of ownership of the vast 

areas of land occupied by such men began to result in, what has been described 

as, noisy agitation from the lower house which contained a majority in favour 

of land reform.38 Public meetings were held to discuss the 'land question' and 

agitation to open the land to small farmers centred in Melbourne.39 In 1857 a 

'radical program' was adopted in which it was resolved that all exclusive 

occupation of 'unalienated' land as a free pasturage right be abolished and that 

36 Kimberley, op. cit., p.206. 

37 Kiddle, M., Men 0/ Yesterday. A Social History 0/ the Western District 0/ Victoria. 1834-1890, (1967 
Repr., Melbourne University Press, 1981). p.276. 
38 ibid., p. 225 & Dingle, T., I'he Victorians and Settling. (Fairfax, Melbourne, 1984), p.54. 
39 Kiddle, op. cit., p.22!. 
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acres at a cost of 10 shillings to £1 per acre.40 Various selection acts were 

passed in the early 18608 and the balance of political power eventually 

transferred from the squatters and wealthy land owners to the middle class 

business and professional men in the cities. The slogan 'unlock the lands' 

served to unite many who sought to release the strangle hold that the squatters 

held on the land.41 In reply to the perceived threat, a 'Pastoral Protection 

Association' was formed. Despite this, it became clear to all those who looked 

far enough ahead that, the introduction of selection was inevitable and unless 

they could secure their freehold in the lands that they already occupied, they 

would have to move elsewhere.42 Pastoralists such as the Broadhursts 

occupying prime land near Kilmore not far from Melbourne and others, from 

the rich Western districts of Victoria, would have found such calls very 

threatening. 

It was not only the squatters and their relatives who sought land in other 

areas. Many disappointed selectors were similarly attracted, for in attempting 

to find blocks for selection, they found themselves prevented by the stalling of 

the pastoral lobby, who dominated the upper house in the Victorian 

Legislature.43 

In considering the possibilities of venturing to other States or to New 

Zealand in search of land in the late 1850s and early 1860s, these two groups 

would have found the 'highly coloured' descriptions of broad rivers and green 

pastures and the very 'liberal' regulations promulgated in order to encourage 

settlement of the North district of Western Australia very attractive indeed.44 

It must be noted however, that some were drawn as much by the 

'excitement of adventuring into an unknown country' as they were by 'the 

40 Monie, J., Victorian History and Politics. European Settlement to 1939; a survey of the Literature. (La Trobe 
University, Melbourne, 1982), p.233. 
41 ibid., p. 235 & Kiddle, op. cit., p. 221. 
42 ibid., p. 276. 

43 Kiddle, op cit., pp. 225 & 278. A Mr McManus of the Cam den Harbour Pastoral Association was one such 
disappointed selector. Notesfrom the Reminiscences of Mrs John McManus concerning her girlhood experiences 
at the Camden Harbour Settlement. 1864-5. (Latrobe Library, Melbourne. MS 6819 :1). 
44 Kiddle. op. ch., p.213. 
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economic necessity for finding new runs'. 45 The diarist, A.R. Richardson, was 

one such person. He was a part of a relatively large group of Victorians from 

the Western Districts area who ventured to the North of Western Australia. In 

his estimate, it was due in 'large measure' to the 'deep impression' with which 

the journals of the explorer F.T. Gregory were received, that many Victorian 

family groups, companies and private concerns, were launched in order 'to 

translate into reality... youthful dreams of acquiring sheep stations in this 

promised land'. 46 

Thus the 'North District' of Western Australia, proved one very attractive 

outlet, not only to those Victorians already holding land and frightened of 

being dispossessed, but also to those unable to acquire land at all. Charles 

Edward Broadhurst fell into both categories. He held land in his own name in 

Victoria and was a part of a very large family group of squatters and 

landowners under the leadership of his elder brother Robert Henson 

Broadhurst. He needed more land for himself and yet was part of a threatened 

family of squatters who were frightened of one day being dispossessed of all 

the land which they occupied but had not actually purchased. Thus, like many 

of his Victorian colleagues in comfortable circumstances, he saw opportunity 

in the beckoning North of Western Australia which were described in one 

account as 'this reported pastoralist Eldorado' .47 

Western Australian Attitudes to the Victorians 

From the start, the Western Australians were sceptical of the Victorian 

based, Denison Plains Pastoral Company and the Camden Harbour Pastoral 

Association, which with a 'flourish of trumpets' aimed to settle the North.48 

At the time however, those aspects of the Camden Harbour scheme that 

William Harvey and his associates made known to the Western Australian 

45ibid .• p. 278. 
46Richardson, A.R., Early Memories 0/ the Great Nor-West and Chapter in the History o/Western Australia., 
1978 repr., (Vanguard Press, Perth, 1909), p. 5. 
47 Richardson, op. cit., p. 37. 
48Richardson, op. cit, p. 25. 
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Colonial Government, appealed enough and had a perceived chance of success 

so real, as to convince the government to send a Resident Magistrate, doctor, 

constabulary, surveyor and other trappings of officialdom, at a cost of £5,000 

to Camden Harbour.49 

Despite this, the efforts of the Victorians, such as Broadhurst, who joined 

the Camden Harbour Association, have been roundly criticized by all Western 

Australian historians as singular examples of bad planning and stupidity. The 

nineteenth century historian W.B. Kimberley and his associates, for example, 

have stated that in 'an instance of the unwholesome effect of excitement', the 

promoters and shareholders of the Denison Plains Company displayed a 

'lamentable want of prudence', 

for without acquiring knowledge of the country 
proposed to be settled, its members invested in stock, 
chartered vessels, broke up homes and sailed for what 
was practically an unknown region and doubtful at 
best.50 

The noted Western Australian historian J.S. Battye, writing some twenty 

years later in the context of the failure of the Cam den Harbour Pastoral 

Association, commented with equal scorn and with some factual inaccuracies 

on the Denison Plains Company. 

The next attempt - equally unsuccessful - to settle a 
portion of the far north from Victoria was that of the 
Denison Plains Association, formed to land settlers at 
the head waters of the Victoria River and send them 
forward to the Denison Plains. The scheme was even 
worse than the Camden Harbour idea, for neither the 
promoters nor possible settlers seem to have had any 
idea of the exact location of Denison Plains or the kind 
of country to be found there.51 ••• To break up their 
homes, spend large sums of money in stock and 
equipment, and sail for an unknown territory are not 
qualifications that give evidence of the foresight 

49 Battye, J.S., Western Australia. A history from it's discovery to the inauguration of the Commonwealth., 
1924, Facsimile edition, (UW A Press, Nedlands, 1978), p. 270. 
50 Kimberley, op cit., p. 209. 
51 Battye, J.S., The History of the North West of Australia. embracing Kimberley, Gascoyne and Murchison 
Districts. (Jones, Perth, 1915), p. 24. 



necessary in those who would be successful 49 
pioneers ... Those who were competent and saw a chance 
of success... were not prepared to be bound by co-
operative conditions ... 52 

Battye, in making the claims above, was apparently not aware of all the 

facts, nor of the quality of the exploration data on which the Victorian 

Companies were formed. A chart showing the precise location of Camden 

Harbour and the Denison plains was part of each Company prospectus, as were 

the explorers accounts of each region. (Figures 10 &11). Kimberley and 

Battye have also missed the link between the Camden Harbour Pastoral 

Association and the Denison Plains Pastoral Company and in doing so have 

failed to realize that the collapse of one caused the failure of the other, both in 

Melbourne and in the North. They were also apparently unaware that far 

greater sums of money were spent in settling the 'North District' by the 

successful and much praised pioneers, such as the the Western Australians, 

Padbury, Wellard, Withnell and the Victorians Richardson, Edgar and others. 

Battye and Kimberley have also forgotten that many of these people also broke 

up their homes and sailed for unknown territories on exactly the same evidence 

as those they severely criticize. Forgotten by the critics was the involvement of 

the Government at Camden Harbour and the interest of some highly placed 

Western Australians and Government officials including the Colonial Secretary 

in a similar venture, the Roebuck Bay Pastoral and Agricultural Association. 

This was formed on precisely the same sort of exploration data as that used to 

form the two Victorian Companies.53 Forgotten also was the need of all 

intending settlers, (Victorian and Western Australian alike) and even the 

planners and politicians in Western Australia, to rely on the information of 

others and to make decisions at a considerable distance from the actual scene. 

In the absence of a detailed analysis of the Camden Harbour Pastoral 

Association and the Denison Plains Pastoral company, the analyses of 

52 Battye, I.S .• (1924) op. cit. p. 270. 
53 Lt. Col. Bruce, RJ. Sholl, Wittenoom, Shenton, F.P. Barlee (the Colonial Secretary of W.A.) were all on 
the Provisional Committee of the Company. Sholl was the Secretary and Barlee was one of the Association 
Directors. Richardson, op. cit., p. 74-81. 
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Kimberley and Battye have become the accepted word and are reflected in all 

of the modem day accounts. In 1957 for example, R.D. Sturkey in examining 

the North-West pastoral industry, was to claim that the Companies were 

formed 'without sufficient knowledge of the country' and that in the case of the 

Denison Plains Company, the knowledge of the area they intended to settle was 

'not so much inaccurate as non-existent'. It was also claimed that none of the 

members 'had any idea of the location of the plains' .54 In 1960, P.K. Crowley, 

claimed, (with factual inaccuracy), that the intending settlers for the 'paper 

colony on the Denison Plains ... got no further than Perth' .55 Withnell Taylor, 

writing of the Withnell family, who preceded the Company to the 'North 

District', continued the trend by claiming in 1980 that the Denison Plains 

Company people 'had no idea where 'the Denison Plains were' and that they had 

a 'complete lack of prudence' and were 'not prepared for the type of country 

they intended settling' ,56 De La Rue, writing on the history of the Cossack area 

of the North-West, where the Company finally settled, suggested that a 'larger 

proportion' of the people who bought into the Companies 'lacked the driving 

determination to succeed ... [that was] ... essential' for the successful pioneer. She 

also claimed that with 'less capital behind them' they may have been 'more 

prone to panic' when the returns were less than those promised.57 

None of this will stand up in an examination of the available evidence. The 

economist, Lourens, in examining the 'History of Commerce and Industry in 

Western Australia' in 1979, was of all the modem historians, closest to the 

mark in stating that the members of the Company 'possessed more enthusiasm 

than preparation'. 58 

54 Sturkey, R.D., The Growth of the Pastoral Industry in the North West. 1862-1901, (B.A. Hons. thesis, 
UWA, 1957) Cha 3, p.2-4. 
55 Crowley, F.K., Australia's Western Third. (MacMillan, London, 1960), p.48. His comments were used 
verbatim by Nairn in his work on Waiter Padbury. Nairn, op. ch., p.153. 
56 WithneU- Taylor, N.E., A Saga of the North- West. Yeera-Muk-A-Doo. (Revised and reprinted in 1987, 
Hesperian Press, Carlisle, 1980), Cha. xi. 
57 De La Rue, K., Pearl Shell and Pastures. The story of Cossack and Roebourne, and their place in the history 
of the North West,from the earliest explorations to 1910. (The Cossack Project Committee, Roeboume, 1979), 
p.19. 
58 Lourens, R., In Firkens, P .• (00), A history of Commerce and Industry in Western Australia, 1929-1901, 
(UWA Press, 1979). p.21. 
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Even in this there is an element of bias. Far from being poorly prepared, 

ignorant and vastly inferior to those who eventually succeeded, as claimed or 

inferred by the Western Australian historians, the Denison Plains Pastoral 

Company, were in sending their staff ahead under the leadership of 

Broadhurst, well prepared and well equipped. They had intentions of landing 

at a previously settled and landlocked harbour that was much praised by the 

explorers before they were to proceed further to equally highly praised 

grasslands. There, they expected a logistical back-up from goods and people 

intending to follow in their wake. On the personal level, the vanguard of the 

Company under Broadhurst included a surveyor, doctor and other experienced 

staff who were the equal of any other group that had left distant shores to settle 

in Western Australia. Though there was contemporary opinion to the contrary 

after the eventual collapse of the Company, they were considered, in hindsight, 

by one station owner and commentator as 'the most enterprising and useful 

body of men I ever came across' .59 The same could be said for such members 

of the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association as E.T. Hooley, A. McRae and 

Jacob Hindaugh. 

On the other hand, it is clear that part of the reason for the failure of the 

two Victorian companies was the company structure and the manageria~ and 

other mistakes made. Again, despite the inferences to the contrary, in this they 

were not alone and even the respected and much praised pioneers made equally 

bad mistakes, and would have left the north if they could. Forgotten in the 

condescending criticism of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company and the 

Camden Harbour Pastoral Association is the fact that similar mistakes occurred 

in the formation of the Swan River Colony itself. 

In this context, it will now be very briefly shown that the Camden Harbour 

Pastoral and Agricultural Association and the Denison Plains Pastoral 

Company, had many aspects in common with other schemes that go right back 

to the formation of the State of Western Australia itself. In this manner, those 

59 Burges, L.C .• Pioneers of North West Australia's Pastoral and Peariing. (Constantine and Gardner, Geraldton, 
1913), p.5. 
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Western Australians who have highlighted the Denison Plains Pastoral 

Company and the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association as singular examples 

of stupidity and poor preparation in the settlement of Western Australia will be 

seen to be biased and to have unfairly assessed the Victorian companies. 

It is now generally accepted, for example, that in his vigorous promotion of 

the Swan River Colony, Captain Stirling, (the founder of Western Australia), 

was as much concerned for the further of his own career and personal fortune 

as he was for the strategic good of England.6o There is ample evidence that 

personal ambition and self interest influenced Stirling in his own land dealings 

whilst in office. The professional errors and omissions of his 1827 marine 

survey and report on the anchorage at Swan River also appear to have been 

influenced by a bias on his part that saw the prospective 'port' quite wrongly 

praised as a safe haven. Hundreds were enticed to emigrate from England on 

the basis of his reports, which with hindsight, can be seen as the result of his 

subjective and poorly conducted explorations. 

As a direct result of the failings of Stirling's inadequate explorations and 

false claims, five of the first half dozen vessels into the Port of Fremantle, 

became maritime casualties of varying degrees of severity. The ensuing litany 

of accidents and losses on our shores bears testimony to Stirling's failures as a 

marine surveyor at least.61 The Colony was fortunate in surviving the 

stagnation wrought by these maritime incidents. The land also initially failed to 

live up to the expectations of the enthusiastic Government Botanist, Charles 

Fraser who accompanied Stirling and who reported with equal enthusiasm to 

that shown by his leader. 62 

Stirling's capable and vigorous promotion of the Colony quickly led to the 

involvement of others in nearby areas such as the Leschenault and Vasse 

regions near present day Bunbury and Busselton. Nathanial Ogle, author of A 

60 Cameron, J. M. R., Sir James Stirling. The Founder, In Hunt L., (ed.), Westralian Portraits, (UWA Press, 
1979). p. 5-13. 
61 Henderson, G. J. t Problems Encountered by Shipping at the Port 0/ Fremantle, Unpublished M.A. Prelim. 
Thesis. (UW A, 1971). 
62 Battye, (1924), op cit p. 66. 
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Manual for Emigrants to the Colony of Western Australia, for example, 

recorded for posterity his 'great and lasting regret' that he had been unable to 

emigrate to Western Australia in 1828-1829 and to settle the Leschenault and 

La Vas se areas of the South West. His 1000 colleagues would have been 

supplied with labour, stock and provisions over three years. The vessel Ogle 

proposed using as a transport was rejected by the authorities, on the basis that 

it was 'foreign built', and was therefore unsuitable.63 Ogle abandoned his 

plans and was saved from having to test his confident assertions, which were 

based on 'private information', that the area selected was 'a place where capital 

can be securely advanced and where judgement and industry must secure great 

retums'.64 

Such an escape from reality was not afforded the Peel Association who 

were originally a group of wealthy investors headed by Thomas Peel, cousin to 

the powerful English politician Robert Peel. This group planned to sink a large 

amount of capital, stock, provisions and around 10,000 people, into the Colony 

in return for huge land grants and concessions. In their memorial to the British 

Government on the matter, they stated that the soil of the Swan River was 

'better adapted to the cultivation of tobacco and cotton than any other part of 

Australia', and that it was also intended to cultivate sugar and flax there.65 

Such crops are unknown in the region today. In a reply to Peel, the English 

Government indicated that they were keen to ensure the 'experiment' should 

not be made on too large a scale initially, 'on account of the extensive distress 

which would be occasioned by a failure'. They felt bound to limit the grant to 

1,000,000 acres instead of the 4,000,000 sought.66 In order to obtain the same 

63 Despite the good condition of foreign built vessels, they were often rejected as unsuitable for 'British' 
purposes. 
64 Ogle, N., The Colony of Western Australia: A Manual for Emigrants, (Fraser, London, 1839). Though the 
area has proved rich today. there is little doubt that Ogle and his colleagues were basing their judgements on 
scant evidence and that they would have suffered in similar fashion to all the other settlement schemes had they 
disembarked for the area. 
65 Swan River Settlement. Return to an Address of the Hon. the House of Commons. 71511829. Copies of the 
Correspondence of the Colonial Department with Certain Gentlemen proposing to form a settlement in the 
Neighbourhood of the Swan River in Western Australia, (Melbourne University, Baillieu Library), AX F 994.1 
E 58. 
66 Hay to Peel, 611211828. ibid. 
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priority of choice as that allowed Stirling in consideration for his explorations, 

Peel and his associates were to land by 1 November 1829. They arrived a 

month late and received a lesser quantity and quality of land just south of 

Fremantle. They then faced immediate disappointment and confusion and were 

hastened into ruin and a well-publicized ridicule; partly through the 

managerial and other failings of their leader Peel. 67 

A decade later, in 1839, the Western Australian Company, was formed with 

the purposes of settling land on the Leschenault Estuary, at Australind, near 

Bunbury.68 The first settlers arrived in 1841, but the scheme failed within 3 

years. In Battye' s analysis the failure was due to misrepresentation, the 

difficulty of communicating logically with Company Directors in London, the 

methods adopted by promoters and the unsuitability of many of the investors 

themselves. 

The gullibility of those involved in the schemes above, differs little from 

the blind faith in the written and spoken word shown by the members of the 

Denison Plains and Camden Harbour Companies. The problems of making 

decisions at a distance and the absolute need to rely on the word of others. are 

common elements in all of these examples. 

With the advantage of hindsight, it can be seen that the decision to settle the 

areas in the south-west of Western Australia was not based on convincing 

exploration data. Stirling and Fraser's analysis of the capacities of the Swan 

River area that led to such schemes was conducted over too short a period and 

was clearly deficient, for example. This is in direct contrast to the quality of 

the data that led to the Denison Plains and Camden Harbour schemes. 

In contrast with the above, the decision of those who ventured to the newly 

opened lands in the 'North District' of Western Australia in the early 1860s 

win be shown to have been a justifiable one indeed and wen worth the potential 

risks. 

67 Battye, (1924), op. cit., Cha. 4 & Hasluck. A., Thomas Peel of Swan River, (OUP, Melbourne, 1965). 
68 Battye, (1924,) op. cit., p.l54. 



(ii) An examination of the process of settlement. 

There were three quite distinct groups amongst those who were attracted to 

the newly opened lands in the North District. There were the 'Small Groups', 

those who formed small family concerns, loose associations, or tiny companies 

with a handful of shareholders and then chartered vessels and transported 

themselves, their stock and stores to the north at great personal expense. 

Others, such as the Broadhursts, joined very large companies with many 

shareholders such as the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association and the Denison 

Plains Pastoral Company at a relatively small and affordable outlay of around 

£100-£200 per share. Others not intending to venture north, but nevertheless 

keen to profit from the new lands, joined the Roebuck Bay Pastoral an~ 

Agricultural Association as shareholders for the relatively tiny outlay of £10 

per share. They appointed a manager and staff to look after their interests and 

confidently awaited the results of their investment. These four groups will now 

be examined as a necessary background and preliminary to an examination of 

Broadhurst's role in the settlement of the North-West. 

The 'Small' Groups 

In April 1863, following hard on the decision to open the North District, 

WaIter Padbury sent his 16 ton cutter Mystery north and followed himself in 

the chartered 250 ton barque Tien Tsin with stock and the remainder of his 

fifteen man team (ten European and five Aboriginal). These men were to 

establish a run on the De Grey River, an area which had been recorded by the 

explorer F.T. Gregory in glowing terms.69 Unable to land at the De Grey due 

to the hazards of the river mouth there, they were forced south to the Nickol 

Bay region where they disembarked at what became known as Tien Tsin 

Harbour (Now called Port Walcott). Padbury dispatched most of his men 

under his manager Charles Nairn and the majority of his stock and effects, 

overland to the De Grey, leaving a small party at a staging post at Butcher's 

69 Gregory. op. cit., p.176. 
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Inlet (now Cossack) which lies within Tien Tsin Harbour itself. (Figures 12 & 

15). Leaving his manager in charge, he then returned to Fremantle to load his 

vessel and give heed to his many other enterprises. On his return to Perth, he 

was greeted with great enthusiasm and accolades as the pioneer of what was 

seen as a land of great promise. 

Padbury was quickly followed into the region by John Wellard's party, 

under his manager, W.S. Hall. They landed safely at Butcher Inlet and 

proceeded upstream along the Harding River to establish their 'run' 

'Andover'.7o In March 1864, John Withnell, accompanied by his pregnant 

wife, Emma, their family of two young children, three relatives, and servants 

left Fremantle for the north.71 They originally intended to land east of Tien 

Tsin Harbour, near the present POlt Hedland. Unfortunately, they suffered 

near shipwreck en route and lost much of their stock and gear including a 

Clydesdale stallion worth £300. They were lucky to be able to limp back to 

Tien Tsin Harbour where Hall and some of Padbury's team were situated. 

After landing they immediately proceeded inland along the Harding River to 

settle their remaining stock and to obtain water at 'Yeera Muk A Doo', a 

permanent pool on the Harding River. On their return, they found that the 

goods which had been left too close to the high water mark, had become 

inundated and only a few items remained of use. Despite this they persevered 

and established Mt Welcome Station, and were highly praised for their efforts 

and for the assistance given to those, including the Broadhurst's, who followed 

in their wake.72 

In December 1864, the tiny Victorian Portland West Australian Squatting 

Company Ltd., consisting of only seven shareholders, applied, for permission 

to proceed, not specifically to Camden Harbour, as had the majority of 

intending settlers up till that time, but for 'Nickol Bay or other part of North 

70 Hasluck, P., The First Year in the North West. a paper read to the Royal Western Australian Historical 
Society, 27n/1928, Reprinted in Weller. H., North of the 26th., (The Nine Club Perth, 1979), pp.263-269. 
71 Withnell-Taylor. op. ch., Cha. 7. 
72 ibid. pAl 
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West Australia' .73 Their group consisted of five of the seven shareholders 

under A.E. Anderson (Manager) and McKenzie Grant (sub-Manager). also 

included the seventeen year old diarist A.R. Richardson, whose accounts of the 

early days in the North-West have proved most valuable. They left Portland, 

Victoria, on 6 March 1865 and proceeded to Tien Tsin Harbour in the vessel 

Maria Ross. They arrived after a one month voyage, and progressed to the 

Withnell's station, which later became the township of Roebourne, sixteen 

kilometres from the coast on the Harding River, at Mount Welcome, (Figure 

12). Wellard's party were a further sixteen kilometres upstream. They then 

selected a block later called Pyramid Station on the George River, some 25 

miles from Withnell' s. Other blocks were selected by them on the Ashburton 

and on the Fortescue rivers later in the year. 

By November 1864, permission to proceed to Nickol Bay had also been 

granted to similar small concerns such as that of Messrs Viveash, Middleton 

and Wilkerson, who arrived a week after the 'Portland' Group and who 

established 'Indernoona' station. They were followed by Messrs Lockyer and 

Taylor who established 'Cooya Pooya', and a number of small Victorian 

concerns of between three and six men each, under Messrs Knight, Orkney, 

Smith, Magnus MacLeod and J.N. MacLeod respectively. 

All these groups were small concerns with paid shepherds and with their 

owners experienced and actually 'on the ground'. Their Capital outlay was, in 

contrast with their numbers, very large and in the vicinity of £1,500- £2,500, 

at least.74 These were the group for whom failure meant a high financial loss 

and in some cases complete ruin.75 They were also a group easy to manage, in 

that they had a definite and indisputable chain of command and were 

comprised solely of tried and capable people, many of whom were paid staff. 

Some were born and bred in the bush and others were raised in the country, 

73 Richardson, A. R., Copy of a diary Written by Mr A. R. Richardson, In connection with Early De Grey 
Company Doings, EL, Ace. 3 lOa, p. 2. 
74 As an indication of the magnitude of their expenditure, this has, where possible been estimated and appears in 
Appendix 4. 
75 Such as that almost suffered by Wellard. Withnell- Taylor, op. cit, p.l08-9. 
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with Aboriginal children as their constant companions. The ensuing advantages 

of such a company structure and personal background were to be a major 

factor in their eventual success, though the financial incentive to stay in the 

face of the ensuing hardships was also very great indeed. 

The climate and the problems of the North were most unexpected and 

sorely tried all who landed there. A crippling drought had beset the land 

making a mockery of the glowing explorer's reports of just a few years 

earlier. This ensured that the settlers landed to a country far different than that 

which they had eagerly expected.76 

When the four year contract between the members of the 'Portland' group 

expired, for example, two members Anderson and Grant, left the Company 

station with their stock with the intention of heading south, 

where they could live in some kind of tolerable climate, 
and where droughts and other North-West experiences 
would not trouble them.77 

Paradoxically, only a prolonged drought prevented them from doing so, 

and they eventually returned to Pyramid station and then proceeded further 

north to take up the De Grey Station that had been abandoned by Padbury's 

men some three years earlier. The Withnells also considered selling out, but 

could not find a buyer.78 

Success was to eventually come to most of these numerically small, but 

financially heavily committed groups, though it appears likely that many, if not 

the majority, would have left the north if they could have obtained buyers for 

their stations in the early years of settlement. In this context, Richardson was 

76 The Gregory brothers on whom so many depended for the exploration data were not blind to the possibilities 
of drought. They noted in their Murchison river Explorations of 1857 the difference between a tract of land 
'barely capable' of supporting the explorer Austen and his small team in November 1854 being during their visit 
'in some parts most luxuriant.' A few day before they recorded the Denison plains they also noted that some 
parts of the country there 'showed the effects of continual drought.' Gregory. op. cit., pp. 34, 35, 134. 
77 Richardson, op. cit., p. 44. 
78 They considered selling for £1400 but could not fmd a buyer. Withnell-Taylor, op. cit., p.92. 
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to note that failure was a common theme amongst all, including these 'small' 

groups in the north-west 

The majority of the northern pastoralists at that 
time ... were not at all satisfied with their prospects or at 
all hopeful of the of the ultimate commercial outcome of 
their pioneer ventures. If many of them had been 
offered the actual capital embarked in them they would 
have left without much persuasion, and many others if 
they could have seen how else or where else to make a 
better start would not have hesitated.79 

In contrast to these 'small' groups, there were three 'large' concerns each 

with capital in excess of £20,000 involved in the early attempts to settle the 

North District. These were, the Western Australian-based Roebuck Bay 

Pastoral and Agricultural Association, and the Victorian-based companies, the 

Camden Harbour Pastoral Association and the Denison Plains Pastoral 

Company. The two Victorian companies catered for those, such as Broadhurst 

who were unwilling, or unable, to take such a large financial risk as that taken 

by the 'small' groups. They could still obtain a stake in the new lands with 

stock, supplies and a free passage, by travelling there as shareholders of a 

much larger group at a cost of around £100-200 per share. Once there, they 

could with good seasons, natural increase of stock, hard work and luck expect 

to expand and take full benefit of the experience gained under the umbrella of 

a much larger and better equipped enterprise than they could possibly hope to 

mount or organize themselves. For people with nothing but two or three years 

wages, to lose in the venture, the attractions of these companies will be seen to 

be great indeed and the gamble well worth while. For a family group such as 

the Tootal-Broadhurst's, the idea was doubly attractive. Without completely 

selling up their existing holdings and thereby being totally committed to the 

Northern venture, only one branch of the Tootal-Broadhurst family, Le C.E. 

Broadhurst and his family, eventually took the gamble and the others 

apparently awaited developments. Considering the almost total ruin that befell 

79Richardson, OPe cit. p. 44. 
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the small groups such as the Withnells, such a move could be seen, on the 

broader scale, to have been a prudent one.80 

The Western Australian based Roebuck Bay Company, in comparison to the 

two equivalent Victorian companies, catered for the investors, who at £10 per 

share had no intention of venturing North. These people wished to profit from 

the landing of stock and the acquisition of land by a team of experienced 

shepherds and their equally experienced manager. 

These three 'large' Companies and Padbury's 'De Grey' station all failed. 

Wellard, another with a manager on the ground, sold out soon after his 

arrival. In the 'De Grey' case, though the station was a great drain on 

Padbury's finances,s1 the failure can be traced partly to the tragic death of the 

manager, Charles Nairn, a relative of Padbury.82 Despite this, it is worth 

noting here that, the majority, if not all, of those concerns with managers, as 

opposed to actual owners on the ground failed in the North. Again it illustrates 

the difference between those totally committed to staying and those who could 

get out at a relatively small loss, when the harsh realities of the situation 

became obvious. 

It is now clear that, probably the most crippling of the failings of the 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company and the Camden Harbour Association groups 

that landed in the North was not that they showed any less sense in venturing 

North, or that they were stupid, lazy or ill-prepared, as has been claimed. The 

major failing was because those who actually landed in the north from both 

Companies, were shareholders or their agents and representatives. When things 

got tough, it proved very difficult to maintain any order amongst those with 

equal powers but with different priorities and to then fight out of the troubles 

with a united will or under an accepted leader. They both failed as a 

80 When wrecked near Port Hedland the WithneU's lost a great deal of their gear and stock. On their arrival at 
Nickol Bay they left much of their provisions and equipment on the beach and made their way up the Harding 
River to their eventual home at Mt. Welcome. On John WithneU's return to the beach he found that the tide and 
a strong gale had washed most of the provisions away, leaving them with some harnesses, flour. sugar, less than 
100 sheep and a few cattle and horses. De La Rue. op. cit., p.16, & Withnell-Taylor, op cit., p. 41. 
81 Richardson, op cit., p.32. 
82 Nairn, op. cit, pp. 183-6. 



consequence. The Resident Magistrate in the 'North District', R.J. Sholl 

became involved in sorting out the problems of both companies and in doing so 

developed a jaundiced view of the shareholders. He commented that: 

'A shareholder on the spot is less than useless.' 83 

Having set the background and context for Broadhurst's arrival in the 

North of Western Australia, the reasons for the respective failures of the 

'large' companies will now be examined, in as much as they relate to the 

failure of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company and the efforts of Broadhurst 

himself. In analysing, not just the troubles and failure of the two Victorian 

based Companies, but also those of the Western Australian based Roebuck Bay 

Association, the failure of the Companies that Broadhurst joined can be better 

understood. 

The Roebuck Bay Pastoral and Agricultural Association 

In the prospectus of the Roebuck Bay Pastoral and Agricultural Association, 

it was stated that Roebuck Bay, had been selected by the promoters of the 

Company, because it was admirably adapted to sheep, had a suitable landing, 

water and because the country inland was good.84 It was also noted that, ~ the 

well grassed and well watered area further north, 'there are several recognised 

harbours, one receiving the waters of the Glenelg'. There was, as far as the 

promoters of the Association were concerned, 'no difficulty in extending the 

runs of the Association in a northerly direction'. There is, in this excerpt and 

in other statements appearing in the prospectus, evidence in the thinking of the 

Roebuck Bay people, of a potential link with the Camden Harbour Region to 

the north and most likely with the Denison Plains to the east as areas of 

possible future expansion, or as centres with which to establish ties. 

Capital for the Roebuck Bay Association was set at £20,000 in £10 shares. 

A profit over three years of between seven and a half and eighteen and three 

83 CSR, 581/99-120, BL. 
84 Dated 1/8/1864. Reproduced in the Inquirer, 3118/1864. 
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quarter percent was estimated. The provisional committee comprised such well 

known names as R.J. Sholl (secretary), Lt. Col. Bruce, and Messrs Crampton, 

Wittenoom, Shenton, amongst others, including F.P. Barlee, the Colonial 

Secretary. Some of these well respected and highly placed men, including 

Barlee, also formed the board of Directors. 

As an indication of the indecent speed with which all such ventures 

proceeded and of the attitude then prevailing to the newly opened lands in the 

North, all the shares were taken up by the end of August and soon after tenders 

were called for stock and vessels. The three company vessels then set out on 

October 1864, with Inspector Panter along to point out the good locations. 

Panter advised by return mail to Perth, that the chosen country at Cape 

Villaret was excellent and L.C. Burges, second in charge and later manager of 

the Company, vowed the station would be one of the best in the Colony. 

Tragedy soon struck. Though Panter's journal shows that his first contact with 

the Aborigines there was friendly and that in his estimate they were a 'quiet 

harmless race', three men, Panter, Harding the manager, and Goldwyer were 

later killed by the local Aborigines.85 A memorial to the dead men and to 

Maitland Brown, the leader of an expedition in search of the victims and their 

killers, was erected on the Esplanade at Fremantle. An impressive ceremony, 

and a large crowd bore testimony to the effect of this incident on the local 

populace. 

The Roebuck Bay Association had a large staff consisting of twelve 

employees, two policemen and six pensioners86 at the station and they 

succeeded in sinking a number of wells and in making many improvements.87 

Despite this, the new manager Burges decided not to stay at Roebuck Bay and 

later purchased Andover, Wellard's station at Roebourne. The Association was 

left in the care of a Mr Logue assisted by Mr McRae, one of the Camden 

85 Extracts From Mr. Panter's Journal. Camden Harbour Pastoral Association Company Records, Melbourne 
University, BBUR 07/S1 & Burges, op. ch. pp. 9-26. 
86pensioners; Former British soldiers on a pension after specified periods of service contracted to continue as 
guards, etc. Broomhall, F. H., The Veterans, History of the enrolled Pensioner Force in Western Australia. 
1850·1880, (Hesperian Press, Perth, 1989), p.l. 
87 Burges, Op. cit., pp. 6-26. 
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Harbour settlers. They were relatively experienced men. Despite this, drought, 

problems with communications and further problems with the Aboriginal 

people, who fiercely opposed the settlement, (even after the terrible punitive 

expedition to avenge the deaths of Panter and his colleagues), was enough to 

force the Company to quit the area in 1866. The stock was sent on to Burges at 

Andover and the Company was disbanded. 

What is relevant here, in the light of this examination of Broadhurst, is that 

many respected and highly placed Western Australians were attracted to the 

Roebuck Bay Company on precisely the same sort of evidence as that used to 

attract the Victorians to Western Australia. It is also evident that the Directors 

of this Company had their eyes set on expansion further north to Camden 

Harbour and possibly further east to the Denison Plains. 

Burges, the former manager went on to display his capabilities as a 

competent though very controversial pastoralist and pearler. McRae and Logue 

became well known and very successful. The capacities of the remainder of the 

staff of the Roebuck Bay Pastoral and Agricultural Association unfortunately 

cannot be assessed.88 In the light of Burges' success at Andover however, it 

appears that, had the Company originally gone to Nickol Bay where the 

Aborigines were initially quite amenable, they may have achieved eventual 

success despite the problems, and would not have sustained the losses in people, 

stock and equipment that resulted in their settling at Roebuck Bay. The same 

could be said of the Camden Harbour people had they landed at Nickol Bay 

instead of Camden Harbour. 

880n the collapse of the Company many transferred to Nickol Bay and then took passage south in the ill-fated 
Emma which was lost with all hands. Henderson. G. J., & K. J., Unfinished Voyages, 1851-1880, (UWA Press, 
Nedlands. 1988), pp.67-71. 
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The Camden Harbour Pastoral Association 

This Association is of importance because Broadhurst initially joined it and 

because it sheds more light on William Harvey, who formed both this and the 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company. It is also important because the Denison 

Plains Company people planned to land at Camden Harbour before proceeding 

overland and because Camden Harbour was to be the port for all their future 

activities and trading links. The fate of the Camden Harbour Association is also 

of interest because, had Broadhurst left with this group as originally planned, 

he would have suffered the same fate as that about to unfold. The Association 

is also of significance in this particular study, because a number of its members 

such as Charles Cane also joined« the Denison Plains Company after the 

settlement at Camden Harbour collapsed. Such a willingness to try again in the 

face of the disaster at Camden Harbour again highlights one of the underlying 

reasons behind the lure of these large settlement companies. i.e. the 'little' man 

could realize the dream of land ownership for the relatively small sum of 

between £100-£200. This was about one or two years wages for the thrifty and 

hard working middle class.89 

Of considerable importance also is the delay before news of the collapse at 

Camden Harbour reached Melbourne. This is a significant factor and it was 

sufficient to see Broadhurst and his colleagues leave for the Denison Plains via 

Camden Harbour after the settlement there had been virtually abandoned and 

on the very day the first untoward news of events at Camden Harbour 

appeared in the Melbourne press. 

As indicated earlier, Harvey and his associates Messrs Autard, McMaikin, 

Murray, Buzzard and Tarrant, applied in January 1863, for permission to 

proceed to Camden Harbour each with a party of three men and stock. This 

application followed hard on the heels of the December 1862 Regulations 

opening the North District of Western Australia for the purposes of settlement. 

89See Appendix one. 



Their plans evolved during the ensUIng year to the extent 
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a major 

company the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association was formed. A prospectus 

was issued on 15 June 1864 and was published in the Melbourne and Western 

Australian press. It also contained a pamphlet entitled, Description of Camden 

Harbour, its Climate and Adjoining Country, with Map. 90 

The prospectus of the Association stated, albeit falsely at that stage, that the 

promoters had been empowered to settle 'the very superior well water pastoral 

and agricultural country around Camden Harbour' and this area was described 

as being 'without equal on the Continent of Australia'. It also contained a 

glowing description of the Harbour and the adjoining country including a 

section 400 Kilometres inland. The description was amply sprinkled with 

quotes from seemingly impeccable and high ranking sources. The men quoted, 

and the appellations attached to their names, (in order to convince the 

uncertain of the quality of the sources), were 'Sir' George Grey, A.C. Gregory 

'(now Surveyor General of Queensland)', Captains Wickham, Stokes and King 

'(afterwards Admiral), and J.R. Elsey 'Surgeon to Gregory's North Australia 

Expedition of 1857', Under the heading 'Communication and Markets,' it was 

correctly stated that Kupang, with a monthly Dutch government steamer link 

to the P&O steamers at Singapore, lay only 280 Nautical Miles away. Postal 

communications between those ports and Camden Harbour were envisaged. 

Surabaya, which lay 840 Nautical Miles distant was claimed to be able to 

supply 

all the wants of civilised life ... extensive wet and dry 
docks, iron foundries ... engine works, and tonnage for 
the purposes of trade. 

The company was to be established with a capital of £26,000 with 100 

shares set at £100 each for single applicants and a further 100 at £160 per 

share for two applicants applying as a pair. With that and 4,000 head of cattle 

to be obtained from islands of Madura and Timor, the promoters hoped to 

90 The Inquirer and Commercial News, 20n /1864, (After this Inquirer) & Description of Camden Harbour, it's 
Climate and Adjoining Country. With Map, op. cit. 
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secure 4,000,000 acres of land. One share entitled the holder to a free passage, 

one year's rations, and a lease and pre-emptive right to 20,000 acres of land 

for 12 years rent free for the first four years. The Association was to be 

managed on site by a Superintendent, nominated by the promoters assisted by 

two elected members of the Association.91 

In commenting on the Association, the editors of the Inquirer newspaper in 

Western Australia, noted some anomalies between the promises of a pre

emptive right to land and the provisions of the Land Regulations; but 

concluded in the hope and belief that the error would be rectified. The rules of 

the Association (which gave, under Rule 11, priority of land and stock to 

William Harvey and Cyrus Autard) were presented on 29 July to a meeting of 

100 people held in Melbourne.92 The Western Australian press then noted with 

barely disguised alarm that the listeners at the meeting were, 

somewhat deficient in information with respect to the 
locality as well as with respect to land regulations.. and 
... whether the arrangements are of such a nature as to 
conduce to the welfare of the immigrants is open to 
speculation. 93 

It appears from the account in the Inquirer that, at the meeting, the distance 

from Perth to Camden Harbour and from Camden Harbour to Adelaide was 

given as 280 miles (450 Kilometres) instead of a figure closer to five times that 

distance, and a range of hills which are close to the shore were apparently, 

removed for the convenience of the adventurers some 
40 miles inland ... the principal promoter of the scheme 
appears to be a Mr William Harvey who fills the 
combined offices of Secretary and Treasurer and who is 
with another gentleman 
(Autard) entitled according to the rules to priority of 
choice in selecting the land .... he (Harvey) talks of 
separating that part of the colony of Western Australia 

91 Description o/Camden Harbour. it's Climate and Adjoining Country, op. cit 
92 Inquirer, 1419/1864. 
93ibid. 



proper upon the strength of 4,000 head of cattle and a. 
few ... all of yet are to be obtained.94 

The map accompanying the prospectus appears in figure 10 along with an 

inset chart showing the whole of Australia and the islands to the North. Despite 

the gross understatement of distance and the misrepresentation of the meaning 

of sections of the 1862 Land Regulations at the public meeting, the map and 

chart presents an accurate picture and clearly shows the offending range of 

mountains close to the shore. A scale is provided in both and those who 

perused this material and the attached explorer's accounts would have had no 

doubts in regard to the distances and of the description and location of the 

country in which they were interested. 

Despite the lies and discrepancies propounded at the meeting, Harvey had 

119 applicants for shares by 2 September, of which 55 subscriptions were paid 

up and a further 52 promised.95 The preamble and rules of the Association 

were confirmed at a meeting chaired by a Mr Hugh Murray in Melbourne on 

20 September. In fairness to Harvey, Murray and their associates, it is evident 

from their private correspondence of the preceding month, that they were as 

dependent as their unfortunate shareholders in their absolute reliance on the 

word of others. It appears that some of Murray's faith in the country was 

based on the word of an 'old colonialist' a Mr Barker who, he believed, had 

accompanied Grey in his explorations and who claimed to know a 'good deal 

about Camden Harbour from good authority'. Barker claimed that he was 

'quite sure' that 'no person can do wrong' in going to Camden Harbour and 

that it was 'as fine a country as Victoria' .96 

Harvey, who attempted to control the Association and to 'have all the 

buying of the sheep and everything connected with the Company' in his own 

hands was, apparently for these reasons, forced from the helm of the 

94 My emphasis. At least some of the cattle were to be buffalo from Madura and Timor. Camden Harbour 
Pastoral Association, Melbourne University Archives. BBUR 07/SI. Here also is further evidence of Harvey's 
desire to make the region self governing. 
95 Andrew Murray to Hugh (White)? 21911864, (Camden Harbour Pastoral Association. Melbourne University 
Archives, BBUR 07/S1). James Hugh White was a Director of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company. 
96 ibid. 
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Association on 6 October.97 Though he remained a shareholder, he then set 

about the formation of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, thereby ensuring 

that he would maintain a strong personal influence in the North and keep his 

dreams alive. 

A circular was issued on 31 October, after Harvey had been debunked, 

indicating that arrangements had almost been finalized for the despatch of 3 

vessels, the Stag with 10 shareholders, Helvetia with 20 and the Calliance with 

40, to Camden Harbour. All the shareholders were required to feed, water and 

care for the stock and to 'take the part allotted to him and be subject to proper 

discipline' .98 In noting that they had not received a satisfactory answer from 

the Western Australian Government 'to the extent some anticipated' 

(presumably the extent of the land sought and the pre-emptive right issue), it 

was stated that land could still be had at the rate of 1000 Acres per two sheep 

landed.99 

With such obvious attractions, all the shares in the Association were taken 

up by the end of November. Seventy four applications (including those of 

Harvey, Autard and their four associates) were received at the offices of the 

Western Australian Government by 1 November 1864. By the end of the 

month, the Government had received a further 41 applications. To these names 

was added the note that 'a competent person would be named in charge when 

the expedition sails'. Among the number, under the leadership of this unnamed 

'competent person', and therefore clearly not one of the Association's chief 

men, was C.E. Broadhurst of Saltwater River, Flemington (now 

Maribyrnong). His stated intention at the time of applying was to 'import stock 

if the country proved suitable'.1oo 

97 Notes from the Reminiscences of Mrs John McManus concerning her girlhood experiences at the Camden 
Harbour Settlement. 1864-5. (Latrobe Library, Melbourne. MS 6819, p.ll) & Harvey to Editor, Geelong 
Advertiser 19/5/1865. 
98 Copy of a Circular put out by the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association, 31/10/1864, (Latrobe Library, 
Melbourne, MS 9594n4). 
99 ibid. 

lOOLetters Forwarded to Settlers. CSO. 39/49, BL., and Applications to proceed to the North or East Districts 
ofWA. under the New Land Regulations of23/12/1862 ,BL., Red. No. 1266, Acc 660. 
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In the meantime, on 16 November 1864, the first of the Company vessels, 

the Stag. left Melbourne and was followed two days later by the, Calliance and 

the H elvetia.101 

In December 1864 a further 9 people applied for permission to travel to the 

Camden Harbour region including Robert Henson Broadhurst of Oakwood 

Park, Dandenong who was noted as being in charge of 3 men, 2 women and 8 

boys. On the basis of numbers alone these people appear to have been 

immediate family of the brothers Robert Henson Broadhurst and Charles 

Edward Broadhurst together with their cousin A.D. Tootal whose name also 

appears on the application. On the basis of this evidence, it appears that R.H. 

Broadhurst was the leader of the family group in the venture to the North of 

Western Australia. Further evidence of this appears in the application of 

Simeon Muller who is noted as 'one of R.H. Broadhurst's group' .102 

As an indication of the speed with which these speculative ventures 

proceeded, the Colonial Secretary in Western Australia wrote on 24 

December, in reply to Harvey (after the first vessels had left for Camden 

Harbour and after Harvey had been removed from office), giving permission 

for the applicants above, to proceed to Camden Harbour and to take up land as 

per the regulations. He also stated that he intended to appoint a Resident 

Magistrate to the area.103 How much this decision was a response to the threat 

presented by Harvey's plans to 'separate that part of the colony of Western 

Australia' proper is not known,l04 

In this letter permission was also given to C.E. Broadhurst, Lucas Simpson 

and Malcolm Macintosh to travel to Camden Sound and to take up land as part 

of the Camden Harbour Pastoral and Agricultural Association. They did not do 

so however, and later joined the Denison Plains Pastoral Company)05 

101 Argus, 16/11/1864,18/11/1864. 

102 Applications to Proceed to the North District, Ope cit. 
103ibid. 
104 Inquirer, 14/9/1864. 

105 The name Lucas is believed to be in error unless it was a relative of David Simpson of the DPPC. 
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Harvey later forwarded letters of application for a further 29 Shareholders 

in the Camden Harbour venture, and on 23 February wrote again this time 

concerning his efforts to despatch '5 or 6 vessels of the Denison Plains 

Company',106 In the letter, he enquired, whether the Government would be 

'inclined in any way' to subsidize a steamer to operate as a trader between 

Perth, Camden Harbour and Surabaya.107 He also enquired whether the 

Governor would see fit to direct that his and Autard' s claims for priority of 

choice of land and stock at Camden Harbour in accordance with Rule 11 of the 

Association Rules, would be respected. The Colonial Secretary politely 

informed him that, though there was 'little doubt' that there would be 

profitable employment for a steamer, the government did not see fit to 

subsidize it. He also advised that they could not allow the import of cattle from 

islands, such as Madura and Timor, as proposed in the prospectus of the 

Association. A less polite inter office memo, on the subject of Autard's and 

Harvey's claim for priority of stock and land at Camden Harbour, read that 

'the writer or any of his friends will have opportunities of doing this on 

arrival at Port Camden'.108 This raises the question whether the Colonial 

Office were by then aware that Harvey and his associates had little intention of 

actually hazarding themselves in the North at this early stage and that their 

schemes were based on risks being taken solely by others. 

The Association vessels subsequently arrived at Camden Harbour and 

deposited stock, people and stores, in the searing and almost unbearable heat of 

mid December. Almost immediately there were deaths from sunstroke and the 

Calliance was wrecked soon after arrival, adding further to the despair.109 

What transpired appears in a number of accounts, including one by a Mary 

Field (later Mrs MacManus) whose father 'badly wanted land at the time but 

could not get it in Victoria' and so joined the ill fated company. 11 0 She 

106 CSR, 566/18-20, BL. 
107ibid. 
108ibid. 

109 Sledge, S.D., Wreck Inspection North Coast, (W.A. Museum Report, 1978), pA2 et seq. 
110 Notes from the Reminiscences of Mrs John McManus, op. cit 
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recorded that though the Aborigines initially brought in supplies of fresh fish, 

relations soon turned sour and there were a number of attacks, one resulting in 

the death of a European, Constable Gee. Another account, that of J acob 

Hindaugh, also indicated that, though the Aborigines on nearby Augustus 

Island were friendly and showed them running water, there were attacks by the 

mainland Aborigines. lll The temperature was measured at 1280 Fahrenheit 

(53 0 Celsius) even during a heavy rainstorm in early January. The long 

awaited showers initially served to alleviate the settler's discomfort, but it soon 

added to it by inundating everything and being followed by swarms of 

mosquitoes and sandflies. It was soon realized that the country was not suitable 

and many settlers left on the vessels by which they came. Hindaugh noted that 

'the Association is thoroughly mismanaged, everyone does as he likes'. Stock 

losses mounted and in an atmosphere of growing despair and extreme 

discomfort, many people left by return vessel or within a few months of their 

arrival. One man sold two of his shares in the Association, along with his 

horse, saddle and some flour, all for £8. and then departed.1l2 Those intending 

to stay on purchased the effects of those leaving at very low prices and some 

went exploring. A store was built of boards and galvanized iron by those 

remaining and some 'fine runs' were selected. Despite this, they also eventually 

realised that their cause was hopeless. After attending a meeting, at which the 

Reverend Tanner read Captain Jarman's account of Nickol Bay and Tien Tsin 

Harbour, they resolved to go there. 113 

When the newly appointed Resident Magistrate, R.J Sholl, arrived on 17 

February 1865, only 1354 sheep of the original 4,500 landed, were alive.114 He 

was most surprised to find on landing, that there were only 99 people left at 

the settlement. As indicated, many of the settlers had left in the same vessels on 

which they came, despite having to proceed to ports such as Surabaya and to 

l11Diary of Jacob Hindaugh, Nov 1864-March 1865. Voyage from Williamstown to Camden Harbour. Western 
Austra.lia, on the Barque Stag, with a Shipment of live stock. attempts to establish runs. (Latrobe Library, 
Melbourne. MS : 9573n4). 
112 Diary ofT.C. Sholl .• Battye Library (TCS, QB Sho), 4/3/1865. TCS, 4/3/1865, BL in future references. 
113 Hindaugh Diary. op. cit 
114 Argus. 19/5/1865. 
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abandon their belongings in order to do so. Fifty three of those settlers 

remaining, were arranging to return by the Sholl's own transport the Tien 

Tsin. On Sholl's arrival, Tanner, who represented the group informed him that 

it was the intention of the majority to quit the region. He also inquired whether 

the entitlements to land gained by landing stock at Camden Harbour could be 

transferred to Nickol Bay or to other parts of the North DistriCt.115 Within a 

short time the settlement that had such promise as to attract not only the 

shareholders, but a government party consisting of a Magistrate, surveyors, 

clerk, storekeeper, pensioners, police and artisans to a cost of £5000, was 

abandoned. 116 An illustration of the location and of the Government Camp 

appears in figure 13. From an examination of these it can be seen that the 

Government Camp was substantial and well laid out with at least two 

'permanent' bUildings. Somewhat surprisingly, the settlers and Sholl' s party 

were separated by a considerable distance, though both were on fresh water 

streams. 

By way of some explanation on behalf of those explorers who helped 

contribute to the rush to Camden Harbour, it should be noted that when Sholl 

first arrived in the harbour, he described from the deck 'bold headlands 

clothed to the summit with grass and herbage of a most vivid green. '117 Sholl 

was also to declare on his arrival on shore that 'the appearance of the place is 

very deceptive. I do not wonder at the description of the former explorers' .118 

It appears that the very height of the grass, served to hide underfoot, a country 

so stony, as to defy any attempts to utilize it. 

In examining the human aspects of the disaster, Sholl reported that the 

shareholders were a 'good class' of people and that most were in the trades, 

farming small homesteads, or were squatters or connected with 'squatting 

establishments' . 

115 Rev. Tanner to R. J. Sholl, 24/2/1865, PR. 640, BL. 
116 Battye, (1924), op. cit., p. 270. 
1171nquirer, 26/4/1865, & Diary of Robert ShoUt Resident Magistrate Camden Harbour, Battye Library. Acc 
194, to 24/11/1865, the date of his arrival at Nickol Bay. (In following references, rus, BL). 
1 18ibid. 



Figure 13 (a) 

Camden Harbour showing the Government Camp, the Association Camp 

and the wreck of the Calliance.1 19 

Figure 13 (b) 120 

The Government Camp at Camden Harbour, showing 'permanent' buildings 

and evidence of considerable official expense in establishing a presence there 
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119Contained in a letter from Richard Daly a member of the Government party with Sholl. Reproduced with 
permission of the family. W AM photo-file, MA. 805. 
120ibid. 

73 



Sholl believed that, to a large extent, the shareholders must have been 

'thrifty and industrious' due to the need to raise £100 per share. In agreeing 

with Hindaugh however, Sholl stated that the shareholders were, 'without 

unity', that they had no leaders and were without definite arrangements made 

prior to embarkation. In the confusion and the lack of direction, stores and 

provisions were damaged by an exceptionally high tide, and were left rotting 

on the beach. 

It appears that, as the majority of the Association people were shareholders, 

the appointed leaders, who were also shareholders, had difficulty in 

establishing a chain of command and the 'system' required to get the venture 

going and to help those in need to fight through the problems that began to 

beset the group. In the light of Sholl's comments one can only assume that the 

effect on the majority on landing at Camden Harbour was one of immediate 

disillusion. This apparently resulted, in a complete breakdown in morale and 

an immediate desire, on the part of the majority, to cut their losses and return 

as fast as they could. When Sholl arrived, he was to blame those remaining for 

what he saw as laziness in not salvaging the goods left on the beach. 

When, in his official capacity, he was beset with the trials and tribulations 

of those remaining, he came to see them all in a less than positive light. From 

the diaries of Hindaugh and Mary Field who were there before Sholl, there 

appears evidence of mismanagement, though there was also order for a period, 

a desire to fight it out on the part of those such as Hindaugh, McRae and 

Hooley and a very good explanation for the chaos wrought by the decision of 

the majority to abandon the area as soon as possible. Because the costs of 

freight and a return passage were high and because many of the vessels were 

not returning direct to Melbourne, but were proceeding North to the nearby 

islands or the 'Straits Settlements', few shareholders were in a position to 

salvage much from the disaster and subsequently abandoned their property. 

They then left their goods and the Association stock and stores to those 

remaining. When the Sholls themselves finally left for example, they also were 



forced to abandon stores, buildings and stock. Space was so limited on 

vessel that Sholl was forced to lash some of his effects to the outside of the 

ship's gunwhale.121 

While all this was happening others were gearing up to leave Melbourne for 

Camden Harbour. Even as late as April 1865, when the settlement had been 

abandoned, there were advertisements in the Melbourne press for intending 

shareholders wishing to secure the first choice of town and suburban lots at the 

'Government township of Elliot now under survey' at Camden Harbour.1 22 

The delay in the mails ensured that news of the collapse at Camden Harbour 

was slow in filtering to Melbourne.123 An example of the length and of the 

effect of these delays can be seen in the letters Tanner wrote to the press 

condemning the first letters from Camden Harbour, which emanated from a 

Mr Wilson. These were dated 24 December 1864 and spoke of splendid water 

and grassy plains. They were published in the Melbourne Leader of 25 March 

1865 further adding to the resolve of those in Melbourne, such as Broadhurst 

who left in the following month, to migrate to Western Australia. Tanner, 

whose contradictory letters of mid February were published in the Melbourne 

Argus on 19 May 1865, described Wilson's letter as 'a fabrication of falsehoods 

... [the] ... fertile imagination of his own creative brain' .1 24 A disastrous three 

month delay in the receipt of news from Camden Harbour in Melbourne is 

illustrated here and was to be a crucial factor in Broadhurst's decision to 

migrate to Western Australia. Had this irrefutable news of the problems at 

Camden Harbour reached Melbourne earlier, Broadhurst and his colleagues 

121TCS, 24/10/1865, BL 
122 Argus, 1/4/1865. 
123 It took a month to six weeks to get news from the North to Melbourne via Fremantle under favourable 
circumstances. In unfavourable circumstances the delays were much longer. The reply to the letters from the 
north took a similar length of time to return from Melbourne. For information sent via the mail, to become 
general knowledge, often took longer. Wilson wrote on 24 December 1864 praising Camden Harbour for 
example, and his account was not published in Melbourne until 25 March. ShoWs account of the disaster at 
Camden Harbour was not published until 26 April in Perth and even later in Melbourne. The delays here are 
inordinate, however. More representative of the delays after settlement are those experienced when Broadhurst 
wrote to Harvey on 5 May from Nickol Bay. This letter was received in Melbourne on 15 June. See section on 
the Denison Plains Company at Nickol Bay. 
124 Tanner to Editor, the Inquirer, 3 /5/1865. 
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may have had time to reconsider their decision to migrate and may have 

refused to sail. 

The eventual publication of Sholl's and Tanner's accounts of the debacle at 

Camden Harbour in Western Australia, and in the Melbourne press destroyed 

the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association in Melbourne however,125 Other 

articles followed, one stating that the venture 'promises to benefit no one but 

the projectors', and that the land selected was very poor, 'nothing but a rocky 

desert' ,126 Another account, appearing in the Argus was doubly discouraging, 

for under the heading 'Camden Harbour a Failure' it related the fate of Panter, 

Harding and Goldwyer, the three men killed by the Aborigines near Roebuck 

Bay and gave an account of the wreck of the Calliance. 

Broadhurst and his family were thus very fortunate in avoiding the Camden 

Harbour tragedy, though their reasons for not leaving with the Association and 

for opting to join the Denison Plains Company are not known. One reason may 

be that the Denison Plains Pastoral Company also offered the opportunity of 

employment as a means of offsetting the initial costs of the shares necessary to 

secure a passage and the allocation of stock and lands. To the frugal or less 

well off, such a prospect would have been very attractive indeed. 

The Denison Plains Pastoral Compan):: 

Thus the Cam den Harbour Pastoral Association died, though it will be seen 

that Harvey clung to his ideas of a settlement at Camden Harbour for almost a 

decade after the failure of settlement there. 

Harvey lost control of the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association on 6 

October 1864 and immediately set about the formation of the Denison Plains 

Pastoral Company.127 A prospectus was drawn up and published, presumably 

late, in 1864 and the Company itself was registered on 27 January 1865.128 The 

125/nquirer, 26/4/1865 & Argus. 19/5/1865. 
126 Argus, 22/5/1865. 
127 Harvey to Editor, The Geelong Advertiser, 19/5/1865. 
128 North Western Australia, its Soil. Climate and Capacity for Pastoral Enterprise. with map. (Robert Mackay, 
Glascow Book Warehouse. Melbourne, 1864), BL, Q 333.7, NOR., contains the prospectus of the Company and 
other information. 



77 
Company prospectus was published in the Melbourne press the following 

day,129 The advertisement containing the document stated that the Company 

would occupy the 'first class pastoral country' extending between Sturt Creek 

(on which the Denison Plains lay) and the Camden Harbour settlement. 

Interested persons were invited to obtain a 'full description' of the venture and 

of the country and climate (with map) and to secure one of the 500 shares at 

£100 each with a deposit of £5. The agent was William Harvey. 

Those who enquired further of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, or 

who paid the £5 deposit required to secure their share, received the 'full 

description' in the form of a pamphlet entitled North Western Australia, its 

Soil, Climate, and Capacity for Pastoral Enterprise.130 See Appendix three. 

Under the heading Denison Plains P~storal Company, appeared a reprint of the 

regulations appearing on the 23 Dec.ember 1862 in the Western Australian 

Government Gazette. Also included were application forms to take up 'runs', a 

description of Cam den Harbour, the report of Dr Martin of the Roebuck Bay 

and of the Camden Harbour Regions, Stokes' analysis of Camden Harbour 

itself and a description of the Glenelg river region. The Prince Regent River 

area was also described. Grey's analysis of Cam den Harbour and the Glenelg 

River was included, along with positive comments on the suitability of the area 

for cotton and other crops. There followed an analysis, based on Gregory's 

report entitled 'The Climate and Country in the Interior: "Denison Plains". 

This included, amongst other things, a description of the climate and country 

in the Denison Plains area which were described as 'vast level plains of rich 

soil covered with beautiful grass' . 

Battye's claim that the Denison Plains Company people did not even know 

where the Plains lay, nor the class of country there, is not correct.131 The 

pamphlet is quite specific on those points and it also contains a map clearly 

showing the position of the Plains and their relationship to other areas and 

129 The Age, 28/1865. 
130 See footnote 128 above. 
131 Battye (1924), op. cit, p. 270-1. 
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features of importance. The pamphlet also contains an analysis by the botanist 

Dr F. Mueller who accompanied the Gregorys' on their explorations in 1855-

1856 and who was, according to the Broadhurst family, a personal friend of 

Charles Edward Broadhurst.132 In Mueller's account appear statements 

supporting Gregory's analyses and some of the co-ordinates in Latitude and 

Longitude of the explorations undertaken. 

In the document there also appears a chapter headed 'The Advantages of the 

Geographical Position of North West Australia.' In this section, it was noted 

that, there was a monthly mail steam communication run by the Dutch 

Government based at Kupang in Timor which was accurately estimated at only 

280 nautical miles distant from Camden Harbour. It was noted, again quite 

accurately, that Surabaya was only 840 Nautical miles distant and that labour 

of a 'good class' was available at Calcutta, Singapore or China. The North 

West coast, in the opinion of the pamphleteer, commanded a shorter and 

cheaper transit to and from Europe than any other part of the Australian 

continent. This indisputable advantage was made further evident on the 

accompanying chart. The possible construction of a telegraphic link across the 

Australian continent through Camden Harbour and on to Timor, Java, India 

and Britain was also mentioned. 

In publicizing these advantages, and in commending the Denison Plains 

region further inland, the pamphleteer noted that the Camden Harbour Pastoral 

Association had just left Melbourne and stated that the Association and the 

Denison Plains Company would be the 'precursors of many more enterprises' 

until the whole of the 'first class' pastoral land in the north-west was taken up. 

Included in the pamphlet was the Denison Plains Pastoral Company 

prospectus. The purchase of two shares entitled the holder to a free passage 

with one ton of goods, four year's rations, 20 cows or 40 ewes, a lease for 12 

years of 20,000 acres with no rent for the first four years and a prior right of 

purchase of the allocated land. A scale of weekly rations was given and a 

132pers. Corn., Jane Brurnrnitt to the author, 15/10/1989, based on the reminiscences of Mrs Marjorie Darling, 
Broadhurst's gmndaughter. 
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balance sheet also appeared. The possibility of the purchase of a small steamer 

for £3,000 in order to link Camden Harbour with the north was also 

mentioned. It was noted in the pamphlet that the Company's enterprise would 

be managed for four years after the landing of the first stock under the 

auspices of the Company. After that time, the Company's leases, assets and 

stock would be distributed among the shareholders pro rata. The Company was 

then to be dissolved with each lease holder in possession of property to the 

value of £818 for an outlay of only £200. An increase of 70% of all stock 

landed was expected by June 1869 and an 80% increase was expected in the 

horses landed. 

Lies and exaggerations were as much a part of this venture as they were of 

the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association and to a lesser extent the Roebuck 

Bay Pastoral and Agricultural Association. The Company prospectus appearing 

in the Geelong Advertiser of 8 April for example, claimed that the Company 

had obtained 'final permission', 

to proceed to and occupy 5,000,000 acres of the first 
rate pastoral and agricultural country in the rear of and 
extending from the Cam den Harbour settlement to Sturt 
Creek including the Denison Plains. 

The Company was actually entitled, as a single entity, to only 100,000 

acres, and this was clearly stated in the Western Australian Government's 

Regulations which accompanied the Company prospectus. It appears, from this 

and other evidence that, a similar disregard for the truth such as that shown in 

the public meetings held to form the Camden Harbour venture, was apparent in 

the meetings that led to the formation of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company. 

Other, more serious, evidence for this surfaces some years after the eventual 

collapse of the Company, in the very acrimonious public debate that was to 

rage in the Perth press between one staff member and shareholder of the 

Denison Plains Company, Dr Thomas Baynton and the Company agent, 

William Harvey. 



The question whether stock could actually make the untried journey from 

Carnden Harbour to the Denison Plains, was one instance of deception cited by 

Baynton. At no stage does the question appear to have been raised by the 

trusting and gullible settlers before they departed Melbourne. Baynton claimed 

that in February 1865, Harvey had even suppressed information he had 

received from Kenneth Brown who had visited Cam den Harbour two years 

earlier. Brown had apparently written warning the Company that it was 

inadvisable, if not impossible, to attempt to move stock overland from there. 

Baynton claimed that this information had been received by the Directors 

before the first of the Denison Plains vessels had even been chartered)33 

Harvey replied to Baynton, to the effect that, he had received Brown's letter in 

February 1865 134 and that he had tabled the Document at the Company 

meeting held that month. As further evidence of some impropriety in the 

formation of the Company, there had never been, according to Baynton, a 

meeting of shareholders. As far as he was concerned, 'everything in fact was 

studiously kept secret from the shareholders'. 135 

On sailing from Melbourne all of us were under the 
impression full half of the shares were actually sold ..... 
if we had known that only about forty of five hundred 
shares had been sold - we should have refused to sail. 
Our true position was kept a profound secret. No 
meeting of shareholders was ever called, no accounts 
produced ... 136 

By this time, news of the collapse at Cam den Harbour had still not filtered 

through to Melbourne, and the advertisements for the new Company continued 

in an aura of optimism in the Victorian press. 

133Baynton to the Editor, Perth Gazette and W.A. Times, 16111866, published 23/11/1866. In following 
references, Perth Gazette. 
134 Harvey to the Editor, 2611/1867. Published in the Perth Gazette, 22/3/1867. 
135 Baynton to the Editor, Perth Gazette, 1611111866, op. cit 
136 Baynton to his Father, 201211866, published in the Perth Gazette, 8/6/1866. 
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In March, with reference to the impending settlement of the North-West, the 

Geelong Advertiser quoted the Western Australian newspaper, the Inquirer, 

stating that 

we do expect that it will be a territory where sugar and 
cotton can be raised in abundance and with ease ... with 
admirable harbours ... proximity to the labour markets of 
China ... [there was] ... every inducement for an investment 
of large amounts of capital. 137 • 

In late March, there appeared a note that advice had been received by the 

Stag which had proceeded on to Surabaya from Camden Harbour that the 

country was 'quite as fine' as has been represented, that the pasture was 'very 

grand [and the] natives ... friendly' .138 

Thus, due to the delays and inaccuracies with the early mails, Harvey 

himself was unaware of the developments in the North-West and immediately 

he received notice of Wilson's glowing letter of the conditions at Cam den 

Harbour, wrote to the Colonial Secretary noting, 

the settlers [at Camden Harbour] according to my advice 
seemed wen satisfied and speak in high terms of the 
locality in which they have been resident about 12 days. 
The return of the Tien Tsin to Perth will no doubt give 
us later intelligence on arrival of the next mail... instead 
of two vessels of about 500 ton each, the Denison Plains 
Company have charted the Warrior of 1,065 tons 
registered to sail on 3 April ex Hobsons Bay. l39 

Broadhurst, who was clearly not one of the 'key' figures in the Camden 

Harbour venture, was however, a key figure in Harvey's new scheme as a 

Director and Manager or 'Superintendent of Stock and Stations'. His 

involvement in the Company as a Manager and Director, and his conduct in the 

formation and subsequent collapse of the Company will now be examined. 

137 Geelong Advertiser, 17/3/1865 
138 ibid., 23/3/1865. 
139William Harvey to Col. Sec., 25/3/1865, CSR 566/29, BL. 
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(Hi) Broadhurst and the Denison Plains Pastoral Company 

In early February 1865, the Denison Plains Company prospectus which had 

appeared in the local press, was amended and for the first time, a list of the 

Directors of the Company also appeared. In order of appearance in the 

advertisement they were : 

Charles Edward Broadhurst of Marybynong [sic], 

Charles Wedge of Dandenong, 

James Hugh White of Melbourne, 

William Harvey of Melbourne, and 

John Sin clair Campbell of Mortchup. 

The Bankers, were the Oriental Bank and the solicitors O.L. Hanbury.140 

Broadhurst's position at the head of the list is an indication of his standing 

in the community and of the manner in which his involvement was expected to 

influence others to join the concern. Charles Wedge was a former 'Magistrate' 

in Victoria adding further to an aura of respectability.141 

The part Broadhurst played in the deception surrounding the formation of 

the Denison Plains Company is not known. He was however one of what was 

later described as a 'self elected and irresponsible' Board of Directors, and 

came to make a number of questionable decisions. 142 Kenneth Brown's letter 

casting doubts on the ability of stock to make the journey between Camden 

Harbour and the Denison Plains for example, was apparently considered at a 

meeting of the Board of Directors.143 Though the discussion and subsequent 

decision of the Directors is not known, Broadhurst as a Director of the 

Company must be held responsible, at least in part, for the decision to 

disregard the contents of the letter and to carry on to Camden Harbour. 

Another example is the leasing arrangement by which he was able to avoid 

having to pay for the four shares required to transport his family and goods to 

140 The Age, 20/2/1865-14/3/1865, and the Geelong Advertiser, 8/3/1865. 
141TCS, 12/12/1865, BL. 
142 Baynton to his Father, op. cit., 
143 Harvey to the Editor Perth Gazette and W A. Times, 26/1/1867, published 22/3/1867. 
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the North of Western Australia. It appears that, on 17 March 1865, just before 

the projected departure for Western Australia, Broadhurst offered his Arab 

'entire' (stallion), Kochlani, that he had purchased in India for 'around £500' 

for use by the Company in lieu of four fully paid up shares. He also added the 

rider that the horse should revert to his ownership after four years for the sum 

of £200 payable by the Company.144 By this means, he avoided paying for the 

four shares required to transport his family. The offer was accepted by the 

other Directors. Baynton avoided using Broadhurst's name and referred to him 

instead as 'one of the Directors', but saw this as clear evidence of impropriety, 

and valued the stallion, which he later described as 'worthless' at £60)45 On 

the other hand, the £500 Broadhurst claimed to have paid for the pure bred 

Arab stallion, compares favourably with the sum of £300 paid by the North

West pioneers John and Emma Withnell for a thoroughbred Clydesdale stallion 

in the same era.146 From Broadhurst's point of view, the leasing of his stallion 

in lieu of four shares was a logical move to make. From the Directors point of 

view, such a horse would have proved a valuable asset in servicing the 'well 

bred' mares the Company was to take to the North-West. For Broadhurst, the 

transaction was to prove a great financial saving for a man having to transport 

his family to the North. 

Despite the lies and the impropriety, and the unanswered questions relating 

to Broadhurst's part in the deception, the Directors and promoters of the 

Company did quite well in gearing up the Company. By April there were 300 

applicants for shares of which 45 were paid for and 20 were allocated free of 

charge.147 

144 ibid., 16/1111866. 
145 Baynton to his Father, 8/6/1866. 
146 Withnell-Taylor, op. cit, p. 33. 
147 William Harvey to the Editor Perth Gazette, 22/9/1866, Published in the Perth Gazette, 16/11/1866. 



Figure 14 

An advertisement for the Denison Plains Pastoral Company showing.for 

the first time, a list of Directors with Broadhurst's name at the head. 148 

148The Age. 14/3/1865. 
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The Departure for the Nortb-West 

In April 1865, the first Company vessel, the 1065 ton Ship, Warrior, began 

loading at Port Phillip for the Denison Plains via Camden Harbour with the 

intention of transporting a small group comprising the 'staff' of the Company 

under the leadership of Dr Baynton and the Directors Broadhurst and Wedge. 

Their purpose was to prepare the way for those following. 
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The group has been referred to by most commentators as shareholders in 

the Company, but was noted by the press in Western Australia as 'staff' .1 49 

Their contemporary L.C. Burges, the manager at Roebuck Bay, stated that 

they were 'chiefly employees of the company', though it is now clear that 

many, if not the majority, were both. Thus, not only were they staff sent to 

establish the Company before the others arrived, but many were also 

shareholders or their representatives.15o 

It appears that Broadhurst and Wedge, by virtue of having taken 

employment in the Company (Broadhurst as manager and Wedge as surveyor), 

may have had to resign as Directors. No 'hard' evidence has been found for 

this, though the reasons for this belief will become apparent in the following. 

A list of the Company members that boarded the Warrior is reproduced 

below in the order of their accommodation on board as an indication of their 

apparent social or economic status. The names of the shareholders are 

underlined. 151 W.F. Tays. (apparently a Nova Scotian),152 is known to be a 

shareholder in the company but does not appear on this list. He apparently 

followed the group out on another vessel and appears to have been the only one 

to do so. 

149 Inquirer, 10/5/1865. 
150B . 4 urges, op. Clt., p. . 
151 The list is a compilation of sources, notably Camden Harbour. Names of Settlers and Others, PR 640, BL., 
the diary of RJ Sholl containing on the flyleaf a list of people in the district, RJS, BL., and a list of shareholders 
appearing in a petition to Broadhurst, CSR 603/119, BL. 
152 RJS. 13/12/1865, BL. 
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Staff and Shareholders of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company on board Warrior 

First cabin: 

Matilda Anderson, 20, (single), English, (servant to the Wedges). 
Dr. Thomas Baynton, 34, (single), English. 
Charles Edward Broadhurst, 35, English. 
Eliza Broadhurst, 25, Irish. 
Florance Constantine Broadhurst, 4. 
Charles Henson Broadhurst, 3. 
J.C. Brodie. 32, (single), English. 
Robert. Edmonstone, 35, (single), English 
George Hodgkinson, 20, (single), English. 
Bridget Hinchley, 22, (single), Irish, (servant to the Broadhurst's). 
WJ. Sayer, 43, (single), English. (See W.F. Sayer, below), 
Harry Whitall Venn, 23, (single), English. 
Charles Wedge, 55, English. 
Frances B. Wedge, 30, English. 
Frederick Wedge, 9. 
John Wedge, 7. 
Charles Wedge, 5. 
Fanny Wedge, 4. 
Jessie Wedge, 1. 

Third Cabin: 

George Bush, (Bushe?), 35, (married),English. 
Charles Cane,23, English. 
Robert Frazer, (Fraser?) 33, (single), Scotch. 
S. Filchey (Filchy?), 28, (single), English. 
John Graham. 28, (single), Scotch. 
W. Gardiner 25, (single), English. 
Benjamin Hanlon, (single), English. 
Henry Horace Hicks. 32, (single), English. 
William Jeffrey, 30, (married), Scotch. 
Roderick Louden McKay, 29, (single), Scotch. 
Malcolm Macintosh, 29, (single), Scotch. 
Simeon Muller, 35, German. 
Mrs.Muller, 33, German. 
Eda Muller, 8. 
Harry Muller, 7. 
Bertha Muller, 2. 
Camot Muller, 1 , (boy). 
David Simpson, 25, (single), Scotch. 
Mr.W.F. Sayer, 50, (single),English (Sawyer, Sawer, Sayers or Sayes?). 
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Of the twenty three adult males on the list, nineteen were shareholders. 

Some like Broadhurst, Muller, Wedge and Baynton had at least four shares 

each. Only four of the men were not shareholders, and two of the women were 

servants, one to the Broadhurst's and the other to the Wedges. Of the five 

women three were married to shareholders and they had eleven children 

between them, ranging from nine years of age to one year. One woman, Eliza 

Broadhurst, was six months pregnant. The careers of each of the members of 

the Company will be briefly outlined in Appendix five so that Broadhurst's 

achievements can be placed in a 'Company' perspective and for those interested 

in the Company itself. 

An interesting feature of the Denison Plains venture is that few of the 

Denison Plains contingent received permission to proceed North at all. Before 

they left, for example, only Broadhurst, Macintosh and Simpson had received 

permission to land before they left Melbourne and then only under the auspices 

of the Camden Harbour venture. In April 1865, for example, the application of 

Denison Plains Company members, Alexander Cane and J.C. Brodie were 

received in Perth and accordingly lodged in the register.153 No mention of the 

Denison Plains is made on their application. It appears also that no application 

was forwarded on behalf of the Company itself or for any of the members, in 

any context other than the Camden Harbour scheme. 154 An indication of the 

confusion that reigned in Government circles over the actual membership of 

the Camden Harbour Association and Denison Plains Company can be seen in 

the case of Cane. After the collapse at Camden Harbour, he retreated to 

Fremantle and re-applied on 27 April 1865 to proceed back north, this time in 

charge of 138 sheep and three men. The authorities noted upon receipt of his 

application, that Cane was a 'returned settler from Port Cam den where he has 

landed stock without permission'. Cane and others of the Denison Plains 

Company, such as Simeon Muller, David Simpson and Thomas Baynton left 

153 Book of Applications to Proceed to the North District, Op. cit 
154CSR, 603/132, BL. 
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Melbourne before they received their permission to land in the North.1 55 

Whether the rest of the 'staff' and shareholders in the Company were aware 

that applications on their behalf had not been forwarded on to the Western 

Australian Government by Harvey, their agent, is not known. The evidence 

suggests that they did not know this or that they were unaware of the 

ramifications and proceeded on board the Warrior in ignorance of the 

situation. 

Joining the 'staff' on board the Warrior were 2,200, supposedly 'two tooth', 

pure bred Merino ewes,156 14 Hereford cows, two bulls, 34 'well bred' mares 

and Broadhurst's 'pure Arab sire' Kochlani. Also on-board were 80 tons 

fodder, and quantity of Company stores together with a general cargo, specie 

and other passengers for Fremantle.1s7 The sheep were purchased from a Mr 

Colin Campbell and Broadhurst apparently selected the mares, cows and 

bulls. 158 

On 13 April, the day they were due to leave, the first hint of problems at 

Camden Harbour reached the Melbourne based newspaper, the Argus and 

appeared in the form of a letter from a Captain Dow. He cautioned his fellow 

Victorians against 'needlessly embarking' on the venture. In his letter, he 

explained that, a number of disillusioned shareholders, had left Camden 

Harbour on board the Stag in November 1864 soon after their arrival. Though 

returning to Melbourne, they were forced to proceed first to Surabaya where 

they were met by Dow in his vessel. Dow noted that their account of the new 

settlement was 'anything but flattering', and that though most were forced to 

abandon all their possessions, they expressed their relief at escaping from the 

place. Dow also noted that the stock were dying through lack of rain. He 

advised that as the Stag had left Surabaya before him and was expected at any 

155 ibid. 

156 Baynton claimed that they were 'nothing but weaned lambs' in his correspondence with his father of 
20/2/1866, op. ch. 
157 Argus. 27/5/1865. The details of the stock differ from that recorded in the Perth based Inquirer. 10/5/1865 
and Harvey's letter to the editor of the Perth Gazette, 16/11/1866. 
158 Harvey to Editor Perth Gazette, 16/11/1866, op. cit, It is not known if Colin Campbell was related to the 
DPPC Director, John Sinclair Campbell. 
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time in Melbourne, those intending to depart for Camden Harbour should at 

least await her arrival 'before fmally making up their minds'. He went on to 

add that, 

The parties, I conversed with mayor may not be 
croakers ... but a few days will decide the matter, during 
which it is better to wait patiently, and save perhaps 
hereafter a deal of regret for taking a rash step.l59 

Harvey claims to have distributed three copies of the paper amongst the 

shareholders just prior to their departure, so that they might have the 'very 

latest intelligence. '160 Again Broadhurst and Wedge must be taken to task for 

not enforcing a delay and in failing to inquire into Dow' s claims. As Manager 

and as the Director whose names headed those of the Company in 

advertisements, Broadhurst was clearly a powerful and well respected man and 

was in a position to call a halt, at least for a few days, until more definite 

'intelligence' about Camden Harbour could be had from those aboard the Stag. 

Wedge as a former Magistrate in Victoria was in a similar position of 

influence and could have exerted it here in an effort to enforce a delay,161 

Despite Dow's letter, the Warrior left Hobson's Bay on 13 April and while 

they were en route and only a few days out of Fremantle, Sholl' s and Tanner's 

accounts of the debacle at Camden Harbour were published in the Western 

Australian press.162 There, the hope was expressed that, if the Warrior called at 

Fremantle 'a change of destination may be effected' to Roebuck Bay, Nickol 

Bay or the De Grey River where the 'settlers are not displeased with the 

country'. 

Thus, while Broadhurst and the Denison Plains Pastoral Company on board 

the Warrior were on route for their destination via Camden Harbour, fears 

were being publicly voiced about their future welfare. 

159 Argus, 12/4/1865. 
160 Harvey to Editor Perth Gazette, 16/11/1866, op. cit 
161 Tes, 12/12/1865, BL. 
162 Inquirer, 26/4/1865. 



When the vessel finally arrived at Fremantle on 2 May, it was to an 

expectant and concerned local populace.163 Governor Hampton was keen to 

make the situation at Camden Sound known and sent the Colonial Secretary, 

F.P. Barlee, on board immediately the Warrior anchored. According to the 

press, which allocated quite a deal of space to the new arrivals, 'the bare facts 

were stated and no advice given.' Broadhurst then went to Perth for interviews 

with the Governor and Surveyor General. According to the press, when 

Broadhurst realized that Camden Harbour was unsuitable, he then made up is 

mind to go to Roebuck Bay and, if it were suitable, to stay there. Broadhurst 

was then given a police express to Albany such that letters of advice to his 

Directors in Melbourne could be speedily despatched. In those letters, he 

apparently suggested that no further ships be sent by the Company until he was 

able to ascertain the quality of land in the Roebuck Bay region. l64 It was also 

noted in the press that, should the country between Roebuck Bay and the 

DeniSon Plains prove passable, they expected that a settlement would still be 

made there. The opinion was offered by the correspondent that Broadhurst and 

Company might find easier access to the Denison Plains from Roebuck Bay 

where the press believed that the country was 'an undulating well watered and 

well grassed park ... passable for travellers' . 

Battye claims that at this stage, 

the party seems to have practically abandoned there and 
then any intention of seeking the Denison Plains.165 

Though there is clearly confusion on this matter in the local press, Battye 

again appears to have been in error. Indications of an intention to proceed 

from Roebuck Bay to the Denison Plains are seen in an article carrying a 

public letter of thanks from the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, for the 

assistance rendered by the Western Australians. This was signed by 

Broadhurst, Wedge and Dr Baynton. In publishing this letter, the editors of the 

163 Inquirer. 10/5/1865. 
164 Harvey to Col. Sec .• 251511865, Published in the Inquirer of 14/6/1865. 
165 Ba/rye (1915), op. cit., p. 24. 
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Inquirer noted that, a portion of the stock from the Warrior would be 

removed from Roebuck Bay to the Denison Plains as soon as time allowed a 

proper examination of the country. 166 

Whilst in Perth, Broadhurst obtained the services of a convicted 'Swan 

River Native' called 'Harry'167 and returned back on board with his new 

labourer to resume the voyage north. 

In the meantime, news of the collapse at Camden Harbour appeared in the 

supplement to the Melbourne Argus on 19 May, and this not only destroyed the 

Cam den Harbour Pastoral Association in Melbourne, but also spelt the end of 

the Denison Plains Pastoral Company there. The Gee[ong Advertiser of 17 

May for example, stated that, the readers may attach 'some importance' to the 

opinion of Reverend Tanner whose letters of 21 April were appended. One of 

these read, 

... many I fear will be induced to sell out their properties 
and pleasant homes to join Mr Harvey's new Denison 
Plains scheme, when as surely as I write this letter many 
will die and leave their bones bleaching on the fiery 
heated rocks, long before their destination is reached. 168 

Harvey was quick to counter the negative accounts and wrote to the editor 

of the Gee[ong Advertiser on 19 May 1865 laying the blame for the collapse of 

the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association on Tanner and the eight other 

members of the 'Camden Harbour Pastoral Association Committee' on site. 

To Mr Tanner and the other eight Members of the 
Camden Harbour Pastoral Association and not to me is 
due the failure of that Association.They endeavoured in 
October last too .. my plans for its success and I, in 
consequence, cease to have any connection with it on 6 
October 1864 .... all the errors of the committee of the 
late Camden Harbour Pastoral Association have been 

166 Inquirer. 10/5/1865. 
167 CSR, 603/214. Only occasionally are the true names of the Aboriginal people recorded and recourse must 
be given here to the names by which they were known as in the case of 'Harry' above. 
168 Geelong Advertiser, 18/5/1865. 



avoided in the building up of the Denison Plains 92 
Company Ltd.169 

Despite his disclaimer the collapse of the Company was, after the receipt of 

these negative reports, only a matter of time. 

The Arrival of the Company at Nickol Bay 

After calling at Fremantle and effecting the change of destination, the 

Warrior then headed for Roebuck Bay, experiencing favourable winds as far 

as North West Cape (Exmouth). Adverse conditions were then encountered and 

they were unable to sail directly into the Bay. Very high temperatures, lack of 

water and stock losses en route forced them to abandon the attempt and to land 

further south at Nickol Bay where other groups, from Victoria and the Swan 

River Colony, were known to be in residence. The Perth press then voiced 

their relief that, as a result, the group would, most likely, be then forced to 

abandon the attempt to get to the Denison Plains. 

They commented that 'this accident may prove most fortuitous for the 

interests of all' .170 

The Warrior dropped anchor on 19 May. As a consequence of a shortage of 

water, 600 of the 2200 sheep died. For these losses they were greatly criticized 

by the young diarist A.R. Richardson, a member of the 'Portland' company. 

He recorded that the Company failed to water the stock on the whole voyage, 

resorting instead to only dampening the animal's hay,171 In explanation of the 

state of affairs on board Warrior, Broadhurst noted that they were forced in 

the adverse conditions to sail '200 miles north of Camden Harbour hoping to 

get a wind to take us into Roebuck Bay', but even then the vessel was unable to 

beat back into the bay,172 They then turned back, hoping to enter the bay from 

the south-west on the other tack. In doing so, they proceeded almost to Nickol 

Bay and with only five days of water left on board they decided to land there. 

169William Harvey to Editor Geelong Advertiser, 19/5/1865. Reproduced in the Inquirer, 14/611865. 
170 Inquirer, 26n/1865. 
171 Richardson Diary, op. cit., 19/5/1865. 
172 Broadhurst to his Directors in Melbourne 27/5/1865, reproduced in the Perth Gazette, 1/9/1865. This need to 
sail almost to the latitude of Timor to beat back into Roebuck Bay sounds quite amazing in today's engine driven 
world and Broadhurst could be accused of exaggerating to ease his mind over the stock losses. Square rigged 
sailing vessels, such as the ship rigged, Warrior often experienced great difficulty in sailing closer than 70° to 
the wind. See Villiers. A., Voyaging With the Wind. (HMSO, London 1975). p. 17. 
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Broadhurst as 'Superintendent of Stock and Stations', was responsible for this 

state of affairs and appears on the surface, to have not managed the situation 

well. On the other hand, the Company was not alone in experiencing such 

losses. On board MacLeod's vessel Douglas which arrived only ten days earlier 

out of Portland Victoria after a six week long passage, the losses were similar. 

Of 1250 sheep, 550 were lost en route, there was a complete lack of hay and 

water over the final 2 days of the voyage) 73 Given the extra time spent in 

endeavouring to make Roebuck Bay and the situation on board the Douglas, it 

would perhaps be unfair to see the loss of the stock on board Warrior an 

example of any negligence or incapacity on Broadhurst's part as manager. 

Richardson also appears to have forgotten that his own group used dampened 

hay throughout their voyage and only resorted to giving water to the sheep 

when they entered a belt of calms 500 nautical miles north of Fremantle.174 

The Denison Plains Pastoral Company were the seventh group to arrive in 

the Nickol Bay area.175 Soon after the Company landed at Nickol Bay on 19 

May 1865, Broadhurst wrote to the Directors in Melbourne, stating that they 

landed all of the remaining stock comprising 1565 sheep, 35 mares, one Arab 

'entire' and 17 Hereford cattle.176 He expressed the 'extreme disappointment' 

that the second change in destination caused him, 'as it must change the ba~is of 

our operation at all events for the present'. Broadhurst was indicating here the 

clear intention to attempt to eventually proceed to the Denison Plains from 

Nickol Bay. He may also have been indicating that the chances of the Company 

establishing itself at Nickol Bay before proceeding to the Denison Plains, were 

much better than if they went to Camden Harbour. He continued on to say that 

the sheep were on a fine plain 6 Kilometres from the beach, with plenty of 

173 ibid, 10/5/1865. 
174 Richardson, op. cit., p.16. On one occasion, the Roebuck Bay Pastoral and Agricultural Association lost 
nearly 2000 sheep through overcroWding. Sturkey, op. cit, Cha. 3. As further indication that such losses were 
reasonably common see the account of the losses on board the Johanna Maria in the section on Baynton 
Appendix five. 
175 They were in order of arrival, Padbury (De Grey), Wellard (Andover), Withnell (Mt Welcome), The Portland 
West Australian Squatting Company (Pyramid), Viveash, Middleton and Wilkerson (Indernoona), Lockyer and 
Taylor (Cooya Pooya), and the DPPC. Richardson, op. ch, p. 41. 
176 Broadhurst to the Directors. 27/5/1865, op. cit. The number of animals landed differs in the various 
accounts. 
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grass and salt-bush. The horses and cattle were agisted at Withnells place, and 

were in fme condition, 'the admiration of everyone who has seen them'. He 

also spoke highly of the area and claimed this mirrored the opinion of those 

settlers already there. Broadhurst noted that the existing settlers had an 80-

90% average increase in stock and that the country abounded in game, ducks, 

pigeon, turkey and fish. He noted that wild dogs (dingoes) were plentiful, 

snakes and insects scarce, but 'the small house fly is rather numerous'. He went 

on to note that the natives were a 'quiet, harmless, lot of people ... and are a 

very good lot of fellows to work'. Though there had been no rain for several 

months previous, with recent heavy falls of rain, the creeks were running and 

the grass was springing fast. Tien Tsin Harbour was, according to Broadhurst, 

suitable for vessels as large as 500 t(;)llS and even ones as large as the Warrior 

for ten months of the year. He noted that there was no suitable place for a town 

on the coast but believed that Port He dland , the mouth of the DeGrey River 

and the Exmouth Gulf region could be best suited for town sites. He added that 

he hoped to devote six months to exploration of the De Grey and Ashburton 

regions and continued on a happy note commenting that the shareholders were, 

on the whole 'a really good lot of men ... [with] three or four less useful than 

the others' and that, he 'would never ask a better set of men to travel the world 

with or to take possession of a new country'. Broadhurst also requested that a 

team of bullocks, a few light' American' wagons and various supplies including 

hops, sugar, dried apples and preserved fruit be sent on the next Company 

vessel to depart Melbourne. Broadhurst sought the approbation of Directors 

for the change of destination and hoped that his letter would help counter the 

adverse effect of the Camden Harbour failure and that the Directors would 

'soon be able to work the company up to the required amount of capital' .177 

Whether he was aware that only 45 shares in the Company had been actually 

paid for when they left Melbourne is not known. 

177 ibid. 
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Broadhurst, In requesting more stores on the next vessel, was clearly 

confident that Company was in good shape and that there were other 

shareholders ready to depart for the North-West, despite the failure at Camden 

Harbour and despite the change of destination. There is little doubt, however, 

that Broadhurst's letter was designed in its optimistic description of the region 

to help prevent his group suffering the same fate as their associates at Camden 

Harbour once the news of the poor land and difficulties encountered there 

became known. Broadhurst was well aware that an adverse report would 

rapidly undermine public confidence in the Company and a collapse would 

follow soon after. 178 With this in mind, he was optimistic in his descriptions, 

though clearly not at odds with the truth as the following comments from 

others pertaining to the situation at the time show. 

Mr Orkney was much pleased with all he saw and the 
sheep quite surprised and pleased him as they could not 
look better.l79 

Hadn't been any rain for 11 months .... the black fellows 
say they don't remember seeing such a drought before 
.... it is surprising to see stock that have been here any 
length of time. They are in such good condition, not 
withstanding the dry weather ..... the natives about here 
are very quiet and peaceable. 
Rained most of last night .... was very much surprised 
upon going into the river today to find it actually 
running strong ... Plenty of water everywhere.180 

Broadhurst's colleague Dr Baynton, was somewhat less enthusiastic, but in 

agreement on all points, except the quality of the harbour, which he saw as 

unfit for large vessels.l81 In this he differed with the others and his description 

possibly hinged on the defmition of a large vessel. 

1781n letters to his father, Baynton expressed his concern at this time. He felt that if the shares in the Company 
were not taken up it would be dissolved. Baynton to his father 23/5/1866. Quoted in William Harvey to the 
Editor Perth Gazette. 1611111866 which was published on 22/9/1866. 
179 Diary ofW. S. Hall, 51811863-911211865. manager of¥lellard's Station, on the arrival ofMr Orkney in the 
Aurifera on 20/12/1864. BL, 2237 A. 
180 Richardson Diary, 21/4/1865-26/4/1865, op. cit. 
181 Baynton to hisfather. 201211866, reproduced in the Perth Gazette, 8/6/1866. 
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Captain Jannan of the Tien Tsin claimed, on the basis of his survey notes, 

(Figure 15) that there was a 'fine little harbour at Port Walcott', suitable for 

vessels drawing up to 13 feet (four metres) and sheltered from all but easterly 

winds. Butcher Inlet was, in his estimate, suitable for small craft up to 7 feet 

(two metres) in draught.l82 Thus, apart from the disagreement on the quality 

of the harbour, there was general agreement on the other points raised by 

Broadhurst. He does not appear then to have been prone to lies or exaggeration 

in order to improve his situation and that of the Company. 

Figure 15 

Plan of Tien Tsin Harbour (Port Walcott) 1863 

showing Butcher Inlet, the beginnings of the settlement at Cossack and the 

harbour between Point Samson and Jarman Island. 183 

(State Archive) 
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By landing at Nickol Bay, the Denison Plains people were in a much better 

position than their colleagues at Cam den Harbour and Roebuck Bay who were 

without the benefits of an existing European settlement, good land and 'docile' 

aborigines on whom to depend for labour and assistance. The hinterland of 

Nickol Bay was also to prove much more easily traversible than that around 

Camden Harbour and there was stiff competition for good land. The following 

entry from Richardson's diary casts light on the nature of the 'rush' for land at 

that time. 
Ted Anderson, Mount, Murray and Hooley returned 
today ... Ted succeeded in selecting one run of 100,000 
acres on the George River about 25 miles from here, all 
those who saw it say it is the best run they have seen in 
the country. Mount is very much vexed with himself at 
missing it. He was over one corner of it that happened to 
be all spinifex. He was not aware it was so well watered. 
The George (River) runs right through the middle of it, 
and there are plenty of permanent holes and springs in 
the many creeks all over it. 
Mount says he would willingly give up his three runs on 
the De Grey for that one. It seems to have been missed 
by the merest chance. We are just waiting for rain to 
shift the sheep there.184 

The contrast with Camden Harbour is striking in this regard, as good land 

was readily available in the hinterland of Nickol Bay in this early stage, despite 

the fierce competition. By the end of the month, for example, the Denison 

Plains Company moved west to the Nickol River and there they established 

their first 'run.'185 A few months later, in searching for horses that had strayed 

during the night from the Nickol River Station, they also came across a 'large 

and deep pool' called Miaree on the Maitland River 37 kilometres further west. 

See figures 12 and 16. 

184 Richardson Diary. 2/5/1865. op. cit. 
185 ibid., 30/5/1865. 
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Figure 16 

The Maitland River, 

showing the 'runs' occupied by the Denison Plains Pastoral Company people 

in the period 1865-1872.186 

lO°from Dampier. 1 :100.000, sheet, National Topographic Series. 
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They then established a second 'run' there.187 Thus the Company split into 

two groups. The Company 'store' was situated on the Nickol river, six 

kilometres upstream and 21 kilometres, or a two and a half hour run in the 

'Waggonette', from the Withnell's place (later Roeboume) on the Harding 

River. The leaders of the group at the Nickol River were Doctor Baynton and 

Charles Wedge. Two wooden buildings, constructed of saplings and roofed 

with canvas, were eventually erected for the store and to house the company 

goods. Five hours travel (on a good day) to the west, at the Maitland River, 

was 'the principal run' of the Company under Broadhurst. The 'run' which 

was situated on Miaree pool itself was considered to be 'superior' to the Nickol 

River Run. Broadhurst and his group established sheds and huts consisting of 

white gum saplings with a thatch of reeds for the Company goods and 

effects,188 One Company member, Muller, did not go to the Company runs on 

the Maitland and the Nickol Rivers at all. He bought about £300 worth of 

liquor and opened what was described as a 'sort of public house' near John and 

Emma Withnell's Station, Mt Welcome, on the Harding River.l89 

On 16 July, in the midst of these events, Sarah Eleanor, the first European 

girl to be born in the North District, was born to the Broadhurst's. In noting 

this, one is left to marvel that Mesdames Broadhurst, Wedge, Muller, Withnell 

and Woodhouse, all with small children, travelled to the North-West and 

adapted to the conditions there.190 

The new arrivals all anxiously awaited the arrival of mail, support vessels 

and other shareholders from Melbourne. The first mail to the area following 

their own arrival on 19 May 1865, came on the cutter Mystery, on 24 June. 

The vessel had experienced head winds all the way and was subsequently a 

month en route. It had departed Fremantle too early to have on board letters 

from Melbourne in response to Broadhurst's notification of the change of 

187 They began operating the Maitland River'run' on 29n/1865. CSR 566/106, BL. 
188 CSR. 581/99, BL. 
189 Richardson Diary. 30/6/1865, op. cit 
190 Weldon. op. cit. See also Witlmell-Taylor, op. cit., and Hunt, 5.1., Spini!ex and Hessian. Women in North
West Australia. 1860-1900, (UW A Press, Nedlands, 1986). 
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destination from Camden Harbour. The Mystery then went on from Tien 

Harbour to the De Grey Station further east and did not call back at Nickol 

Bay en route to Fremantle till 11 August. When he saw her in the bay, the 

diarist Richardson, predicted, that because of the problems all the settlers were 

then having that, 'there will be quite a clearing out of people from Tien Tsin 

when the Mystery goes away'. Few, if any of the passengers boarding the 

Mystery for Fremantle, were of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company as nine 

of the eleven available berths were taken by others.191 

In the meantime, Harvey, in receipt of Broadhurst's earlier letters from 

Fremantle about the change of plans and the decision to find an alternative 

route to the Denison Plains, wrote to the Colonial Secretary on 25 May 

1865.192 He described the decision not to proceed to Camden Harbour as 

'unauthorised' and stated that due to the 'indeterminate nature' as to the 

ultimate destination of the Warrior, (Roebuck Bay or Nickol Bay in place of 

Camden Harbour), it was impossible for the Company to forward more stock 

or passengers. Harvey registered the 'considerable disappointment' that the 

Directors of the Company felt in knowing of the change and considered that 

the results were mainly attributable to the conduct of the parties themselves Le 

Broadhurst, Wedge and Baynton. Harvey then also laid upon them the blame 

for the failure of the remaining 300 applicants for shares in the Denison Plains 

Pastoral Company to pay for them. He wrote that, 

all payment of any sort was refused as soon as it was 
known that Thomas Baynton Jun. and those with him in 
the Warrior broke all their engagements and the 
Articles of the Company on leaving Perth not for 
Camden Harbour but for Roebuck Bay, and eventually 
landed at Nickol Bay. 193 

Diary. 11/8/1865 et seq., op. cit. 
Settlers, 566/93. BL &. the Inquirer, 14/611865. 

tiJEdi,or Perth Gazette, 221911866. reproduced Perth Gazette, 16111/1866. 
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Here is evidence that Broadhurst and Wedge were subservient to their 

fellow Directors in Melbourne either by democratic process, in the way that 

Harvey had structured the Company, or because they had resigned when they 

accepted a paid position as Company staff. Such a state of affairs is not 

surprising given Harvey' s experience with the Camden Harbour Association 

and it appears that, he may have structured the Company, to ensure that the 

power remained in Melbourne. Harvey went on to praise those few still 

remaining at Camden Harbour and added that whilst his Directors were 

waiting for advice of the destination of the Warrior that, 

their confidence is in no way shaken as to the fact of 
Camden Harbour being the proper place for a maritime 
settlement on that coast either for the purposes of trade 
or for access to the interior..... should fortuitous 
circumstance cause the first occupation of the Denison 
Plains from some other point it will be the 
determination of the management at the earliest to force 
a communication from these plains to Camden 
Harbour. 194 

Harvey, in another letter to the Colonial Secretary, hedged his bets should 

the move to Nickol Bay eventually prove profitable,195 He stated that they (the 

Directors) had to 'accept the facts' and wrote to request that the rights derived 

from landing of livestock at Camden Harbour be made available for the 

selection of land at Tien Tsin or at any other port in the North District to 

which the future Company vessels may be directed. 

Thus, while the Denison Plains Pastoral Company was collapsing in 

Melbourne, Harvey continued with his plans consumed with a burning desire to 

succeed without due regard to the sufferings of others. 

The Collapse of the Denison Plains Company at Nickol Bay 

News of the collapse of the parent Company in Melbourne was slow to 

filter thr~ugh to the North of Western Australia. When it did, Broadhurst 

194 William Harvey to Col. Sec., 25/5/1865. published in the Inquirer 14/6/1865. 
195 Letters from Settlers, op. cit., 24/6/1865. 
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resisted winding up the Company there and attempted to ensure that the goods 

and flocks under his control were not dispersed or used for food in the 

apparent hope that the Company, as it stood in the North-West, could be saved. 

This, and the belief that Broadhurst was responsible for the debacle, 

engendered considerable ill feeling towards him in the North and it migrated 

south with the first members of the failed Company to land there. This was to 

be the beginning of the Swan River Colony's general suspicion of Broadhurst, 

who as a Director and Manager was the only visible and public figure involved 

in the Company failure. To many in the south, he appeared, not unreasonably, 

given the lack of information about the Company, to be the man responsible 

for the debacle. The following excerpts from an exchange between the local 

merchants Barker and Gull on the subject of an impending partnership with 

Broadhurst some years after the collapse illustrate this point. 

Mr Broadhurst is certainly a smart man ... but if success 
be the test of ability he has certainly not proved himself 
superior having made a pretty mess of the Denison 
Plains Company ... there is certainly a great distrust of 
him here 196 

Rather than having made a 'mess' of the concern, Broadhurst will be seen, 

after his culpably poor decision to continue in the light of the Brown and Dow 

letters, to have dealt with a very difficult situation with a brand of courage and 

integrity that was to earn him the official praise of R.J Sholl, the Resident 

Magistrate in the North. Broadhurst's conduct under mounting pressure, led 

him to be eventually selected as a Justice of the Peace and later Acting Resident 

Magistrate responsible, albeit for a short time, for the entire 'North District.' 

Sholl's apparently objective reaction to the manner in which Broadhurst 

conducted himself, conflicts markedly with all other opinions then and now. 

196 Letters to and from Barker and Gull. Barker and Gull Papers, 2423a. BL, Reproduced in Erickson, op. cit, 
cha.3. 
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Having examined his role in the formation of the Company, Broadhurst's 

performance as Manager of a dying Company and as a pioneer pastoralist in 

the North District now comes under our scrutiny. 

In the absence of mail, Broadhurst and those at Nickol bay were unaware 

that the Company had been placed in the insolvency court in Melbourne and 

went about their business setting up in complete ignorance and with the 

expectation of relief. 197 Concerns about the Company structure began to 

surface at this time however as settlers arriving after the Denison Plains 

Company brought snippets of information that caused great concern amongst 

the members. 

Some months after arriving here, news from private 
sources began to arrive that the Company was in debt to 
value of the stock and effects landed........ about this 
time we realised we had been humbugged. 198 

In August Broadhurst was petitioned by the shareholders to take up 

country, in the name of the largest shareholders rather than in the name of the 

Company, so that the maximum amount of land might be better secured.199 It 

had become evident to the members, that according to the regulations, the 

Company itself was only entitled to 100,000 acres even though the stock landed 

entitled them, as individuals, to 700,000 acres. In petitioning Broadhurst, they 

stated that they undertook to 'lay no claim as individuals to any run' granted in 

their name.2OO Broadhurst and Wedge, were with Baynton, some of the largest 

shareholders having four shares each, but were omitted from the list of those 

to have the land in their name. In noting this and in expressing his 

disappointment, Broadhurst agreed to the request and wrote accordingly to the 

Directors in Melbourne for their decision on the matter. While awaiting their 

reply, he stipulated that if further applications for land be required, then the 

197 CSR, 603/117, BL. 
198 Baynton to his/ather 201211866, op. cit. 
199'We the undersigned members of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company' were David Simpson, George 
Hodgkinson, H.H. Hicks, Thos. Baynton, Harry. W. Venn, Robert Edmonstone, Robert Fraser, W.F. Tays, J .C. 
Brodie, R.L. McKay. Chas. Cane, Wm. Gardiner, John Graham, Benjamin Hanlon, Geo. M. Bushe and Malcolm 
Mclntosh. Missing were Milller, Broadhurst and Wedge. CSR, 603/119, BL. 
200 CSR, 603/121, BL. 



names in which the blocks would be registered should be subject to a ballot. 

also noted his sorrow at 'such feeling of petty jealousy exhibited by the 

shareholders on such a trivial question. '201 What he is referring to as a trivial 

question is not known, but the reply from Broadhurst does not appear to have 

helped in lessening the concerns of his colleagues and is an indication of his 

attitude to his subordinates. 

As agreed, Broadhurst then applied to the Surveyor General for 3 'runs,' 

two on the Maitland and one on the Nickol Rivers in the name of Company 

members Thomas Baynton, David Simpson and Simeon MiHler.202 Baynton, 

explained this move to his father in a letter written some time later. He stated 

that upon realizing that the Company was not in fact entitled to the land 

promised in the prospectus, a meeting of the Company was held and they 

explored all the avenues open for applying for land in order to obtain the 

largest amount possible. 

Various propositions were made. There appeared no 
other course open to us than to take up land in the 
names of individuals composing the Company .... we have 
been completely misled and deceived in this matter and 
never contemplated meeting with this difficulty.203 

When the Mystery left Nickol Bay for Fremantle, on 14 August, 

Broadhurst also placed on board a letter to the Colonial Secretary, commenting 

on the excellent health of his party since leaving Melbourne.204 He noted that 

there had been a very dry season and that he was subsequently unable to 

explore as much as he would have liked. As Norman MacLeod, a fellow 

Victorian who had arrived earlier, was on board and intended applying for 

parts of the 'run' on the Maitland sought for the Company, Broadhurst 

attempted to pre-empt his claim in writing. He wrote of his Company's actions 

201 Apart from Broadhurst, MUller and Wedge, the shareholder's list omitted the names of W.I. &W.P. Sayer, 
W. Jeffrey, S. Filchey, Matilda Anderson and Bridget Hinchley. They do not appear to have been shareholders 
and were apparently paid servants of the shareholders or representatives of other shareholders. 
202 CSR. 603/114, BL. 
203 Baynton to hisfather, 201211866, op. cit. 
204 Broadhurst to Col. Sec. 141811865. CSR 566/106, BL. 
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in placing their sheep on the Maitland and requested the appointnient of an 

officer at Nickol Bay with similar powers to a Victorian Land Commissioner 

to help avoid such conflicts. 

When Broadhurst's application on behalf of the three men was received at 

the office of the Surveyor General in Perth, it was noted that none of the three 

mentioned in the application had received permission to 'depasrure' stock in the 

region or had apparently even landed stock in their own name. With this in 

mind, the Surveyor General noted that, though they had been running 

Company stock on the Maitland River since 29 July, MacLeod's application of 

9 September (the date he arrived in Fremantle) was 'in every respect qualified' 

and should therefore take precedence over that of the Denison Plains group. 

Some doubt existed however, and the matter was sent to the Colonial Secretary 

for comment. He advised in reply, that the Denison Plains Company should 

receive the same privileges and rights applicable for the landing of stock at 

Nickol Bay as it would have been entitled to had they landed at Camden 

Harbour. In accepting this and in ascertaining that Broadhurst had forwarded 

the required certificate of having landed stock on behalf of the Company, and 

that Baynton, Muller and Simpson were Company members, it was decided 

that each was entitled to 100,000 Acres. The Company dispute with MacLeod 

was then settled, by revising the boundaries by mutual consent, and with the 

approval of the Executive Council. 205 

After the settlement of the dispute with Macleod, the Denison Plains 

Pastoral Company in the names of Muller, Baynton and Simpson, took 

possession of 220,000 acres of land and not only 100,000 as allowed in the 

regulations.206 In an explanatory note on one of the Resident Magistrate's 

letters to the Colonial Secretary on the question of the ownership and disposal 

of the land taken up by the Denison Plains Company, the following note 

appears. 

205 Notes on correspondence received from Broadhurst at the Office of the Surveyor General 25/9/1865, SDUR 
635, BL. 
206 2 blocks of 100,000 acres each on the Maitland and one of 20,000 on the Nickol River, CSR, 603/123, BL. 



Only one selection of 100,000 Acres ... [is allowed] any 
one establishment or company or to any separate 
individual who may not have already claimed land as a 
member of any such establishment... There is nothing 
on record in the survey office to shew that the Denison 
Plains Company is entitled as a company to make any 
selection of a free run. Several persons who were 
understood to be members of that Association have 
received runs on account of stock imported by the 
company, but nothing is known by me of the quantity 
of stock imported by said company, or who are the 
parties, if any, entitled to claim land for it. 207 

106 

The shareholders were by virtue of having landed in excess of 1500 sheep, 

actually entitled to around 700,000 acres, but even this was still a long way 

short of the 5,000,000 acres of land promised in the Company prospectus. This 

further confirms that Harvey never actually applied for land on behalf of the 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company itself and that he apparently did not forward 

on the shareholder's applications for permission to proceed north and occupy 

the land. The reason is obscure. It may be related to Harvey' s vision of the 

Company as part of the Camden Harbour venture, for which more than 

adequate individual permissions had been received and enough stock had been 

landed, to acquire huge acreages of land in the North for Company purposes. 

It may also be related to Harvey's being dumped from the Camden Harbour 

Association. In this context, he may have wished to maintain his grip on the 

Denison Plains Company by ensuring that none of the shareholders, except 

those who applied under the auspices of the Camden Harbour venture, received 

permission to proceed North and occupy land in their own names. Perhaps 

Harvey also realized that if all the members received permission in their own 

name to take up land, he would, if things went wrong, then have had no 

further hold on them once they landed; and the Company lands would soon be 

carved up into individual holdings. 

207 Lands and Surveys Dept., Lettersforwarded to Officials 1872-77. Red. Nos. 44/43, 508/9.1290,20/4/1866, 
BL. 



The Mystery eventually arrived back at Nickol Bay from Fremantle on 11 

October 1865, and only then did Broadhurst and his companions receive the 

newspapers and private mail to the effect that the Company had completely 

folded in Melbourne. 

On 13 October a meeting of ten of the nineteen shareholders in the 

Company was held.208 Though a majority of the members, they did not 

necessarily have a majority of the votes as Broadhurst, Wedge and Baynton, 

who were not present at the meeting, held 4 shares each. Muller who was away 

at his 'public house', would have held a similar amount. Why the other four 

shareholders did not attend is not known. Two of the absent shareholders, 

Graham and Edmonstone would have voted with the ten if they had been 

present as both had a poor opinion- of Broadhurst, as will be seen from the 

following. The ten informed Broadhurst in a letter that as the Company had 

ceased to exist, the Company goods were the property of the Company 

creditors. As there was now no hope of their wages being paid, they 

represented a large percentage of the Company's indebtedness and in view of 

the bleak prospects of payment, they also decided to restrict their activities to 

what was 'absolutely necessary' for the protection of the stock. They also 

indicated their intention to conduct explorations individually for their own 

benefit and that they refused to conduct any explorations on behalf of the 

Company itself. At this stage no move was made to break up the Company 

flocks and sell the stores and goods to pay for the wages There was some 

pressure on Broadhurst to release animals for slaughtering for food 

however.209 

Broadhurst and his associates at Nickol Bay would also have received per 

Mystery, a copy of the Denison Plains Company Director's Report, dated 26 

July 1865 aspart of their mail from home. In it appear amazing statements 

very distant from the realities at Nickol Bay. 

208 They were, McIntosh, McKay, Edmonstone, Bush, Venn, Fraser, Hanlon, Simpson, Hicks and Gardiner. 
209 CSR, 603/117-140, BL. 



The Company ... are finally secured in the pastoral 
leasehold (including pre-emptive right of purchase of 
the entire area) for 12 years on the most favourable 
terms of 900,000 acres of pastoral and agricultural land 
of the best class. This extensive area without any further 
shipment of stock will be doubled in a few months by 
the natural increase of the livestock landed.210 

The report indicated that of the 500 shares in the Company, 45 were fully 

paid up and a further 20 'given off' free and considered paid in full. The assets 

of the company based on the value of property in the North west were given as 

£10,215-0s-0d, liabilities were £1,569-0s-7d. The money received was £5,090-

12s-2d, giving a profit according to the Directors, (not counting the increase in 

stock) on 3 July 1865, of £3,521-11s-7d. 

The ten shareholders who attenqed the meeting stated that the report was a 

'network of mis-statements and fallacies' and expressed their disgust that their 

wages were not included in the statement of the Company's liabilities. They 

stated that the Company could not be 'successfully worked by Directors as 

distant as Melbourne' and noted that as all the power vested in them, those at 

Nickol Bay, were powerless to act.211 Broadhurst and Wedge, were clearly 

unable to act independently in Company matters and as employees of the 

Company, may not have been Directors at this time. 

Harvey claimed, that after the 'unauthorised' change of destination from 

Camden Harbour, the 'consequent liquidation of the [Denison Plains] Company. 

became necessary and that he he wrote to Broadhurst on 23 October 1865, 

instructing him to call a meeting of shareholders at Nickol Bay. At the meeting 

Broadhurst was to state the particulars of Harvey' s proposed reconstruction of 

the Denison Plains Pastoral Company as the Nicol Bay Company [sic] with 

1000 shares at £100 each. He went on to note that he received no reply from 

Broadhurst on the matter.212 He then wrote to the Colonial Secretary 

concerning the possibilities of opening telegraphic communication between 

21~eproduced in the Perth Gazette. 16/11/1866. 
211 CSR, 603/123, BL. 
212 Harvey to Editor Perth Gazette, 26/1/1867. Published in the Perth Gazette, 3/3/1867. 
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Europe and Australia via Java and the North District.213 He hoped to establish 

a telegraphic company based on land areas of 40,000 acres each at a distance of 

less than 50 miles apart from the South Australian border to Nickol Bay. The 

Colonial Secretary indicated interest in the project, but declined Harvey's 

invitation for the Government to guarantee the loan required to establish the 

company.214 In a letter to the Surveyor General and to the Perth Gazette, 

Baynton attempted to prevent the gearing up of the new Company by publicly 

denouncing the scheme. He referred to Harvey as a 'crafty charlatan' and 

produced ample evidence in the press to support his claim.2IS There, with the 

help of Dr. Baynton, the proposed Nicol Bay Company died. 

The shareholders at the meeting of 13 October had apparently become 

aware of Harvey's desire to resurrect the Company and indicated that any 

attempt to rebuild the Denison Plains Pastoral Company Company was a 

'moral impossibility'. 

To make matters worse, Broadhurst had received no company money from 

the Directors in Melbourne with which to pay wages and find provisions. He 

then took an advance of between £60-£70 from Muller the publican (who was 

clearly doing well) on Company wool which had been forwarded to 

Fremantle.216 With these funds he then paid the shareholders Simps01~ and 

McIntosh who had successfully tendered to look after the Company sheep at £2 

per week.217 By December 1865 the money had been spent and Broadhurst, as 

Company representative, was in arrears to the men. With no further credit 

available, the country in the grip of a severe drought and with rations totally 

exhausted the Company members, like all the other settlers at Nickol Bay, 

were reduced to living on 'half a pound of flour' per day.218 Their position 

was exacerbated by the knowledge that the Company had contracted to supply 

213 Col. Sec. to Harvey, 1811211865, in reply to Harvey's letter of 23 November. CSO Letters Forwarded to 
Settlers, Vo139 Ace 49, BL. 
214 ibid. 

215 Baynton to the Editor, Perth Gazette 1611111866, op. cit 
216 Baynton to his father, 20/2/1866, op. cit. 
217CSR, 581/100. This was twice the rates then being paid. See footnote 322 and appendix one. 
218 ibid. 
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rations for four years as part of the cost of their shares and the hatred of 

Broadhurst was made worse as he would not relinquish the Company stock for 

food. Some of the group left to settle near Withnell's homestead at the 

permanent fresh water pool on the Harding River. By virtue of being the frrst 

stopping place for settlers arriving at Nickol Bay with permanent water it was 

a logical focus and was to become the township of Roeboume late in the 

following year.219 Richardson noted that the 'publican' Muller had shipped 

some boots up for sale per the Mystery in October. In doing so, he probably 

set up the 'shoemaker' Graham, another former company member in business. 

On 10 November Richardson records one of his associates riding over to the 

Withnells to get two horses shod as 'one of the Denison Plains Company ... 

[probably Tays] ... is about setting up as a blacksmith. There is also a 

shoemaker [apparently Graham] there'. Some of the servants and a few of the 

shareholders in the Company may have left at this time as ten unnamed 

passengers left on 14 November in the Mystery. 

The pressure to break up the Company and distribute the stock and effects 

was mounting on Broadhurst as the drought deepened and the shareholders 

hardened in their resolve. 

Broadhurst stayed at Miari, most likely Miaree Pool on the Maitland River, 

figure 16 and while anxiously awaiting further advice from the South, was 

keen to bring his family in from the troubled station to the growing settlement 

near Withnell's. He was also keen to establish a 'run' on his own account and to 

act as agent for others in acquiring land. With this in mind, he placed a letter 

on board the Mystery applying for leases to land at the Ashburton River under 

the names R.H. Broadhurst, his elder brother, F. & C. Broadhurst (his sons), 

E. Harley and C.S. Holmes. 220 The area chosen was adjacent to land selected 

by T.C. Murray who had earlier accompanied Hooley, Mount and Anderson on 

an exploration of the area. On 29 November he wrote, again from Miari, 

requesting that his earlier application for land on the Ashburton be held in 

219 The town of Roeboume was proclaimed in the Government Gazette of21 August 1866. No 34. 
220 SDUR, 646b .• BL. 
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abeyance until he was able to provide further details.221 He then purchased 

'about 20 rams' from Mr Macleod in the following month, further indicating 

his desire to set up on his own and giving clear evidence' that he had access to 

personal funds.222 

The Resident Magistrate RJ. Sholl, who arrived from Camden Harbour on 

24 November 1865, while all this was happening, noted in his despatches to 

Perth that Broadhurst was 'anxiously awaiting the receipt of more decisive 

intelligence from Victoria' and that 'the Shareholders now work on their own 

account, and the last of the rations have been divided.' Sholl had sent a note to 

Broadhurst and to Withnell seeking assistance on his arrival at Nickol Bay. He 

was assisted in his landing by Broadhurst and others and thus began an 

association with Broadhurst that was to last many years. He also accepted the 

hospitality of two Company members, Tays and Hicks, who had established a 

temporary camp at the Mystery Landing in Butchers Inlet. They were 

salvaging a 'punt' belonging to the Company for the purposes of establishing 

themselves in maritime pursuits.223 Sholl and his son Trevarton, later moved to 

Withnell's Station on the Harding River where they occupied a wooden house 

without floors or roof. It had been erected earlier by Broadhurst for use on his 

visits to the growing settlement.224 Sholl also noted that there were two houses 

near Withnell's, one occupied by Company members Simeon Muller and his 

family and the other by John Graham. Within days of his landing Sholl was 

beset with the problems of the dying Company. Brodie who was not one of the 

ten shareholders at the October meeting invited him to the Nickol Station, 

possibly to explain the situation, and the Wedges were summonsed to appear 

before him by their servant girl Matilda Anderson, for non payment of wages. 

They had thrown her out in August and she was then staying at Graham's 

house. Robert Edmonstone, who according to Sholl 'appears to bear some ill-

221 SDUR, 635, 646c., BL. 
222 RichardsonDiary, 5/12/1865 & Harvey to the Editor Perth Gazette, 26/1/1867 op. cit. 
223 Ewu : a term 'formerly applied in a generic sense to various craft used as ferries, barges and lighters. de 
Kerchove, op. ch., p. 616. 
224 TeS, 9/12/1865, BL. 
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will towards Mr Broadhurst' summonsed him (Broadhurst) over a matter 

arising on board the Warrior. Muller was becoming concerned about the 

possibilities of being repaid the money he lent Broadhurst on the Company 

wool sent to Fremantle and subsequently sought Sholl's advice. To add to the 

uncertainty about the Company, Sholl declined to advise him on the matter.225 

While able to attend to everyday matters, such as the non payment of 

personal debt and so on, Sholl believed that he had no jurisdiction in the matter 

of the Company collapse. He was pleased to receive advice from the Attorney 

General to that effect and noted in his journal that it was 'lucky for 

Broadhurst', that such was the case.226 

In the face of the continuing severe drought that was causing hardship all 

around, Sholl did a tour of the stations in the vicinity and did a quick count. He 

found that there were 77 white people, including children, in the area and on 

the outlying stations, excluding the eleven who were of the 'Government party' 

from Camden Harbour. Thirty nine of the 77 were from the Denison Plains 

Company.227 

Sholl also commented at length on the position of the Company after the 

news of the collapse. At the Nickol River, he noted that there was only 

Baynton, Wedge and family, Brodie, Venn and Gardiner remaining. The 

Wedges were housed in a small tent and all 'were badly off for food'. 

At the Maitland, where the stock were in a better state, but where the fresh 

water pool had receded in the drought, he found the Broadhurst's 'pinched for 

food' and housed in 'a small tent completely surrounded by and covered in 

with a screen thatched with reeds.' In addition to the Broadhursts and their 

female servant Bridget Hinckley [sic], there were Messrs Cane, Bush, McKay, 

Hanlow [sic], Hodgkinson, Simpson and MacIntosh,They were housed in the 

bough sheds erected nearby. All those remaining at the two stations were noted 

225 RJS, 24/11/1865-23/12/1865, BL. 
226CSR, 581/128, BL. 
227 A list appears on the flyleaf of his diary, RJS. BL., The total of 77 people and 11 of the 'Government Party' 
appears in CSR, 5811142,171211866, BL. 
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as 'fonnerly servants as well as shareholders of their representatives' .228 Sholl 

'dined' with the Broadhurst's and noted that, 

Broadhurst complained bitterly of the system of 
shareholders labour which appears to combine 
superiority of price with inferiority of qualifications. 
Such labourers are as much masters as servants ... He 
does the best he can under the circumstances and keeps 
the property of the Company well together. The delay 
in the arrival of a ship complicates matters. 229 

Thus, though they had received notice of the Company collapse m 

Melbourne and its demise in the Insolvency Court, there is a clear indication 

that Broadhurst attempted to keep the Company together in the hope that 

something could be salvaged of the corporate body. Broadhurst was in a very 

difficult situation indeed. On his return to his temporary quarters at 

Broadhursfs hut near the Withnell's homestead at Mt Welcome, Sholl wrote to 

his superiors painting a harrowing picture of the atmosphere at the Nickol 

River and Maitland River Stations and of Broadhurst's position. 

His is no easy task, with shareholders who have, or 
assume to have power over the property while he is 
invested with sole power by the Directors, at least he 
says he is ... there is a matter, of course, of complete 
antagonism ... the contract between the Directors and the 
shareholders has been completely violated and the 
manager is equally a sufferer with the others. They, 
however, do not choose to see this, consider him to be 
the author of their misfortunes and annoy and thwart 
him in every way. He has hither to acted discreetly only 
once breaking bounds, being engaged in a fisticuff 
encounter with Edmonstone, but every allowance must 
be made for a man continuously worried by 
insubordinate subordinates ... These swindling Companies 
are calculated to do much mischief. At Camden Harbour 
and this place the shareholders have been deceived, 
disappointed, robbed and in some cases ruined. They do 
not contain in them 1 in 50 calculated to make good 
settlers ... the only Companies likely to succeed are those 
under the care of a responsible manager like the 

228 CSR. 581/99-120, BL. 
229 ibid. 
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less than useless.230 

Sholl, who was a key figure in the Roebuck Bay Company, noted that the 

Denison Plains Company settlers were 'litigiously inclined' and he was afraid 

of a 'disturbance' in the face of threats to seize the stock. Broadhurst, who 

claimed he had received a threat on his life, applied to Sholl for police 

protection. Sholl who officially recognized Broadhurst as the 'custodian of the 

Company property until he is removed in court of law' dismissed this as a 

'mere threat' .231 In investigating this and the other matters, Sholl viewed 

Harvey's correspondence and concluded that Harvey sought to 'get everything 

into his own hands' and noted that Broadhurst 'regrets the hour he first met 

Harvey'. 232 Here is further evidence that Broadhurst and Wedge had no real 

decision making power.233 

A meeting of the Company shareholders at Nickol bay was held on 20 

February 1866 about the division of stock and in doing so, concluded there that 

the whole affair was a major swindle and they then placed the matters in the 

hands of a solicitor. In direct contrast with Battye' s claims that the Company 

folded. quickly in the North-West, only two shareholders urged that the 

Company property and stock be sold to pay the wages owing and to settle with 

the outstanding creditors at this stage.234 Robert Edmonstone, with whom 

Broadhurst had the violent clash, and who may have been behind the threats on 

Broadhurst's life, departed soon after for Fremantle easing the pressure on 

him. According to Sholl, Broadhurst then wrote to the editors of the Argus in 

Melbourne with the intention of warning off further intending settlers. Sholl 

then expressed the hope that matters could now be settled peaceably.235 Here is 

some indication that Broadhurst may have been at odds with some of his 

230 CSR. 581/132-2, BL., Sholl was a shareholder and Secretary of the Roebuck Bay Pastoral and Agricultural 
Association. 
231 CSR. 581/131-132, BL. 
232 ibid. 

233 Mary Field (Mrs McManus), of the Camden Harbour Association was to comment in a similar vein on 
Harvey's attempts to keep sole control of 'his' Companies. Notes from the Reminiscences of Mrs John 
McManus. op. cit. 
234 RJS. 19/4/1865, & CSR, 581/132, BL. 
235 CSR, 581/132, BL. 
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colleagues in not wishing to warn others from joining the Company or in being 

a part of any Company restructuring. Whether he was in agreement with 

Harvey on the proposed restructuring of the Company as The Nicol Bay 

Company is not known. It appears unlikely however, as Broadhurst failed to 

reply to Harvey's letter of 23 October 1865 instructing him to call a meeting 

on the proposed reconstruction of the Company,236 and Sholl noted 

Broadhurst's disenchantment with Harvey during his visit in the previous 

month. Broadhurst may have had other ideas in mind and though he was not in 

favour of continuing with Harvey's schemes, he may have had other reasons, ' 

for keeping the Company together. 

Sholl refused to hear complaints against Broadhurst as Manager of the 

Company while he was awaiting advke on the legal status of the concern, for 

example and refused to attend to Miiller's request that Broadhurst be 

summonsed for non payment of the advance he made to the Company on the 

wool sent to Fremantle. He recorded that, had he done otherwise, 'there would 

be no end to litigation and the Company's property sacrificed'. Sholl was also 

concerned that in the worsening drought and ensuing shortage of food, some of 

the shareholders were about to seize the stock. On the other hand despite his 

own and his family's suffering, Broadhurst was doing all he could to keep the 

sheep and cattle intact.237 Sholl found the situation increasingly difficult and 

asked for advice from the Government in Perth on the possibility of acceding 

to the shareholders' wishes to disband the Company. In commenting on 

projected disbursement of Company property and the possible re-allocation of 

land, the Surveyor General in Perth advised Sholl, that he was unable to apply 

a general principle to the granting of land on the basis of claims that might 

arise out of the sale of the Denison Plains Company stock. Thus Sholl was left 

to attempt to try and sort out the problem on his own. 238 

236 Harvey to Editor Perth Gazette. 26/1/1867, op. cit 
237 CSR. 581/117, BL. 
238 Lands and Surveys Dept .• Letters to Officials, 18/5/1866 & CSR, 508/9, BL. 
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The matter was further complicated by Harvey's actions in not applying for 

permission for the Company and the shareholders in person to land and take up 

'runs.' Sholllater noted that there was 'nothing in the records' to show that the 

Company was entitled to a 'run', that there had been no selection in its name, 

no return of stock had been lodged and thus the Company could not be 

recognized by him.239 

In the face of this impasse, former Company men, Venn, McKay, Cane and 

Frazer, added to their successful joint exploration efforts of January and 

February 1866 by exploring the country around the Ashburton River. There 

they found good country, a broad running river, high trees and an open 

roadstead.24o Upon their return to the Harding River settlement on 16 April, 

they immediately asked the Resident· Magistrate, whether land could be taken 

up on the transfer of stock from the defunct Company. To add to their 

annoyance, as they were not listed by Harvey as having landed, they were 

informed by Sholl that they could not acquire the land they sought until their 

names appeared in the register of those having been given permission to 

proceed to the North. To add even further to their disenchantment with the 

Company, Sholl replied that he could only give his approval for such an 

application on the actual landing of stock in their name. 241 A similar response 

was made to Broadhurst's applications for land at the Ashburton River in the 

names of F. and C. Broadhurst (Broadhurst's children) and Messrs Hartley and 

Holmes, two men for whom Broadhurst may have been acting as agent. 

Apparently they did not appear on the list of those with permission to proceed 

north, and only those who have received permission and were expecting stock 

could obtain runs. 

This may have been the catalyst that saw the final dispersal of the Company. 

It appears that the members then urged Broadhurst and the other leaders to 

facilitate the sale of the Company stock and effects in order to pay the 

239Sholl to Baynton. 5/10/1866, CSR, 603/132, BL. 
240 Recent Explorations in the Roebuck Bay and Nickol Bay districts. Explorations by Mr Assistant Surveyor 
Cowle and Messrs Venn, McKay, Cane and Frazer [sicj,ExpiorationDiaries, Vo16, pp 66-97, BL. 
241 RJS. 16/4/1866, BL. 
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Company creditors. On 19 April, exactly eleven months after the Company 

arrived in the North-West, a further meeting of the Company decided on the 

appropriation of the Company stock to pay wages and salaries. Broadhurst and 

Baynton were to receive each twelve months entitlement of salary and Wedge 

six months. The reason for the difference is not known. Broadhurst was not 

allocated stock by the disgruntled shareholders and elected to purchase sheep 

and stock as valued by three persons who were not members of the 

Company,242 Broadhurst then wrote to the Surveyor General in Perth stating 

that the Company had 'broken up at this end'. He then resubmitted his claim 

for the run 'standing' in the name of his sons Florance and Charles Broadhurst 

on the Ashburton river.243 

On 21 May 1866, Sholl noted that the 'Denison Plains Company 

establishment at this place has been broken up' and that the claims for wages 

and salaries took all the sheep and some of the cattle and horses.244 The 

remainder were kept to pay the outstanding creditors. This, according to Sholl, 

'settled all local difficulties' .245 Some of the Shareholders retained their stock 

and remained in the area, others sold their allocation of sheep and of those 

seven members left on board the Emma.246 

In the meantime, after months of waiting the outcome of the collapse, 

Broadhurst bought his family in from Miaree Pool. The team and cart were 

badly overloaded and articles lay strewn along the track as Broadhurst, his 

wife and children made a hurried dash along rough waterless tracks in the 

appalling heat of late March. Sholl who followed in their tracks recorded the 

trip. 

The original load had been too heavy and had been 
dropped here and there, ... saw a frying pan ... some 
distance on a chest of drawers and a box. Still further on 

242 RJS. 19/4/1866, BL. The sheep were sold at 22/6d. per head (CSR, 581/232) having cost around 12s. per 
head at BaUarat. Harvey to Editor Perth Gazette, 16/11/1866, op. cit. Baynton estimated that the costs of 
purchase and transport of the sheep was around £1 per head Perth Gazette. 23/11/1866. 
243 Broadhurst to Surveyor General. 411111865, SDUR. BL. 
244 CSR. 581/227-240, BL. 
245 ibid. 

246 TCS. 21/4/1866, BL. 
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tray in a gully .. .it was like the results of a disastrous 
retreat...[they] had to travel all Saturday night and part 
of Sunday ... They all suffered from want of water.247 

The Broadhursts then occupied their house at the settlement and Sholl, 

forced to vacate the premises, set about constructing his official residence with 

the assistance of Tays and others. The Wedges soon followed the others into 

the settlement and though things were still tough all round, the drought had 

broken. 

There is no doubt that Broadhurst, and all those other Europeans in the 

north, suffered terribly from the effects of the prolonged drought that greeted 

their arrival in the north in 1865. As the drought eased, things began to 

improve. The settler's lives were made more bearable by the gradual 

development of a township at the cluster of huts surrounding Withnell's 

homestead, Mt. Welcome at the permanent pool on the Harding River. By the 

end of the year the place known to the Aborigines as Yeera-Muk-A-Doo 

became the township of Roeboume and the Broadhursts became a central part 

of it all. It was around this time that Broadhurst would have received news of 

the death of his mother in the October of the previous year. (See Family tree, 

p. 17). Whether Broadhurst was beneficiary of her estate and used the money 

in the pastoral industry is not known. 

247 RJS. 26/6/1866, BL. 
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Oy) Broadhurst's Actiyities after the CoUap~e 

Despite the collapse of the Company, Broadhurst was one of those who 

elected to stay in the North, as did Wedge, his Co-director. Sholl had indicated 

that he thought Broadhurst intended returning to Victoria, but what enticed 

him to remain in the light of the fine society that the family left behind in 

Victoria is not known. Perhaps he and Wedge thought it advisable to remain in 

the North and avoid the possibility of litigation in Melbourne. Perhaps he had 

seen an opportunity real enough to entice him to stay with his young family in 

tow. 

Wedge joined the Government payroll as assistant Surveyor and Tays went 

into the employ of the Resident Magistrate and set to work on the construction 

of Sholl's official residence and other official works. Other Company members 

such as Broadhurst, Baynton, Fraser, Venn, McKay, Simpson, MacIntosh and 

Hicks then went about their business as pastoralists with the former Company 

sheep. Initially many, if not all of them, would have centred on the Maitland 

River between Miaree and Cheratta Pools on the former Company land. 

(Figure 16). Graham, Muller, Tays and others continued in the service 

industries at the growing township. Broadhurst though based at the settlement, 

commuted back and forth between there and the Maitland River in order to 

monitor progress with his flocks and to check on his shepherds. He informed 

Sholl of the need to have a 'scab' inspector in the district and also informed 

him that he expected to augment his stock from the East in the following 

year.248 

On 18 May, the explorers, Venn, Cane, Frazer and McKay were finally 

registered in the 'Book of Applications for Permission to Proceed North' .249 

Venn and Frazer then obtained land on the Fortescue River, some of which 

was allocated free to them by a government grateful for their services in 

conducting much needed explorations.25o 

248 ibid. Scab is a disease affecting sheep, Sturkey, op. cit.. Cha 3, pp. 21-22. 
249 Book of Applications to Proceed North, op. cit, 
250 CSR. 582/47, BL. 
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On 21 June, Broadhufst was part of a four man exploring team, including 

T.C. Sholl, that went exploring to the Exmouth region and the Ashburton 

River. Though they failed to find a suitable location for a town-site, they noted 

rich fine land there and a permanent pool. They also survived an attack by a 

large group of between thirty and forty Aboriginals in the vicinity of the 

Ashburton River. 251 While he was away, Eliza Broadhurst received 

notification that his application for land in the names of their sons on the 

Ashburton River was still unsuccessfu1.252 On his return, Broadhurst indicated 

to Sholl that he intended to 'speculate in runs and with stock' and informed him 

that he wished to become the 'agent of others' ,253 

After the collapse of the Company and the dispersal of the stock, the 

settlement at Withnell's Station grew steadily. In residence at the settlement 

during the year, were the families Withnell, Broadhurst, Muller, Wedge, and 

Woodhouse, all with many children. Of the single men, Doctor Baynton came 

in from the Nickol in May, joining Sholl and his son Trevarton, the police 

contingent of Aboriginal and European men, Graham the 'chainer' from 

Cam den Harbour, Graham the 'shoemaker' from the Denison Plains Company, 

Smith and Byfield the blacksmiths, Tays the jack of all trades, Filcher and 

Duboulay. Others from the outlying stations dropped in from time to time to 

attend to business. Some like Hooley went to the Ashburton but most were 

based in the hinterland of Nickol Bay, 

Life was difficult however and more of the Company people left at this 

time, possibly including the Broadhurst's serving girl. After suffering badly 

from scurvy and seeing the erection of an 'opposition' hotel, the Muller's also 

left for Fremantle. There they had intentions of setting up as butchers. See 

appendix 5. 

Despite the loss of families such as the Mullers, and the death of some, such 

as Mrs W oodhouse and her new born child, the settlement grew and became 

251 Expedition to Exmouth gulf, Exploration Diaries, Vol.6, pp 120-130, BL. 
252 CSR. 582/10, BL. 
253 CSR. 582/52, BL. 
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firmly established.254 The social structure was cemented by church services 

conducted each Sunday by Sholl, Queens Birthday sports, picnics and 

swimming in the pool on the Rarding. Social events were commonplace and 

Broadhurst's house with Eliza's piano and hospitality was a social centre for 

the educated 'gentlefolk' such as the Sholls, Baynton, DuBoulay and others. 

Eliza Broadhurst entertained on her piano and sang to the delight of her 

listeners. The diaries of R.J. and T.C. Sholl shine with the accounts of the 

social whirl centring on their official residence and the Broadhursts house at 

this time. There were backgammon, whist, cribbage, vingt et un, (Twenty one) 

and chess evenings at Broadhurst's. There was much hilarity, picnics, strolls 

through the growing town, and even champagne on the combined occasion of 

the young Sholl's twenty first birthday party and the Broadhurst's sixth 

wedding anniversary. The hilarity and bonhomie of this period served to make 

bearable what was, in reality, a very difficult existence. The Broadhursts were 

central to this social whirl, but Charles Broadhurst's popularity was not 

universal amongst those he once led. The Denison Plains Company affair did 

not end with the disbursement of the stock to pay staff and creditors in the 

North. The Colonial Secretary, F.P. Barlee, in reply to Sholl's reports on the 

matter, indicated that there was 'difficulty in store' and that he did not 'envy' 

Sholl's task in satisfying the outstanding land claims. The animosity that many 

of the remaining shareholders still felt towards Broadhurst surfaced when he 

was summonsed by Graham and when he and Filcher were served with a 

counter summons by Broadhurst for offensive language. Broadhurst also 

summonsed Graham for keeping, and refusing to pay for, former Company 

goods.255 Broadhurst clearly could not easily relinquish responsibility for the 

company. Withnell, summonsed Broadhurst, as agent for the Company, on a 

matter relating to cattle for example. 

254The Woodhouses with their 4 children survived Camden Harbour. Her new born baby died on Christmas Day 
1865, and she died three months later. As an example of the hardships and lack of facilities the floorboards of the 
Broadhurst's cottage at Roebourne was used to make her coffin. See RJS & TCS Diaries for the period and 
Withnell-Taylor, op. cit., p. 89. 
255 RJS. 6/6/1866, BL. 
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·blocks 

numbers 13-16 at the newly proclaimed township of Roeboume at a cost of £5 

each.256 (Figure 17). 

Figure 17 

Roebourne C. 1890, 

showing the blocks nos., 13-16 purchased by Broadhurst.257 

Though he and the remaining shareholders were occupying the former 

Company 'runs' on the Maitland and Nicol Rivers, Broadhurst succeeded in 

acquiring land in his own right in the same month by securing leases to three 

20,000 acre blocks, numbers 63-65, on the Ashburton River from January 

1866 for a period of four years.258 The timing was rather fortuitous, for in the 

previous month, E. T. Hooley had succeeded in forging a stock route from 

256 In the names of Charles (1 block), Eliza (2) and Florance (1), CSR 582/157, BL. Withnell-Taylor, op. cit., 
p.lOO 
257 Townsite of Roeboume, State Archive. 
258 CSR. 624/46, 582/153 & RJS 29/9/1866, BL. 
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Newcastle (Toodyay) near Perth to his selections on the Ashburton River 

through to the Fortescue River. This was not far from the Maitland River 

where Broadhurst was operating his 'run'. Hooley and others, possibly 

including Broadhurst, then attempted to establish themselves on the Ashburton. 

Though Broadhurst successfully established himself on the Maitland River and 

at Roeboume, it is doubtful that he succeeded with the 'runs' on the Ashburton. 

This belief is partly due to the fierce attitudes of the local Aborigines who, a 

few years later, killed a European shepherd and an Aboriginal convict from 

Rottnest Island. Despite the ensuing punitive battle, they were not subdued and 

forced the Europeans to abandon the area for a number of years.259 Another 

reason was the relatively small size of the 'run' selected by Broadhurst. The 

noted pastoralist, A.R. Richardson noted, with the benefit of hindsight, that the 

minimum size required to make a sheep station viable in the North-West was in 

the 150,000 to 350,000 acre range.260 

Broadhurst was a part of an exploring party to the upper Sherlock and the 

Fortescue Rivers and supplied six horses for another sortie which he had 

intended joining but could not.261 He was an accepted leader of the community 

at Roeboume, where he lived with his family and headed a petition from those 

with children in the district for a schoolmaster and became the secretary of the 

Roeboume school building fund.262 When there was another near famine in the 

district, due to the failure of the cutter Mystery to arrive with stores as 

expected, Broadhurst was part of a committee formed to discuss the options 

open to the White community.263 

In this period, when Sholl was considering the appointment of a Justice of 

the Peace he noted that of all those there only Broadhurst, Wedge and Baynton 

259 E.I., Sharp, E.T. Hooley. Pioneer Bushman. Stock Route Pioneered by E.T. Hooley from Geraldine Mine 
to Nicol Bay 1866 and 1905 Government Wells. (Private Publication, Lamb Printers, Perth, 1985). pp. 18-182. 
260 Richardson. op. ch .• p. 70. 
261 Exploration Diaries. Vo16, op cit., p 103, BL. 
262 CSR, 603/38, BL. 
263 Withnell-Taylor, op. cit., p.91. 
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were qualified by virtue of their 'age, experience and education' for the 

office.264 

In August, 1866, he finally appointed Broadhurst noting that, 

Mr Broadhurst seems to have satisfactorily arranged his 
own and the Company affairs and intends remaining. He 
is in every respect fitted for the office.265 

Because Broadhurst had indicated his desire to 'speculate' in runs and with 

stock and because he sought to to be an agent for others,266 Sholl was in a 

quandary whether Broadhurst should act as Resident Magistrate in his 

forthcoming absence. The prospect was also met with some alarm by those 

with conflicting interests. 

There was another compelling reason for concern.· Despite the acrimony 

that such a move was bound to cause, Broadhurst had submitted a tender of 

£150 for the defunct Denison Plains Company. In December 1866, a William 

Cameron wrote to Broadhurst to the effect that his offer had been accepted, 

subject to the payment of the money. He also noted that all the sheep and stock 

which had been divided amongst the partners still belonged to the Company 

and that Broadhurst, if he so desired, could recover them if possible.267 Most 

notable amongst those opposing Broadhurst's appointment was Dr Baynton' s 

brother who began managing his brother's 'run' after he left and who had the 

misfortune to be ordered off by Broadhurst in the belief that he (Broadhurst) 

was now the owner of all the Denison Plains Company property.268 

Despite this obvious conflict of interests, Sholl, who needed to go to Perth, 

had Broadhurst sworn in as Acting Resident Magistrate, with Wedge in charge 

of the camp and his son Trevarton doing the daily business. Broadhurst took 

on the position in October at the rate of 10 shillings per day.269 Apparently 

there was little to cause Broadhurst further problems in his official capacity 

264 CSR. 581/128, BL. 
265 CSR. 581/235,23/4/1866, BL. 
266CSR. 582/52, BL. 
267 CSR, 603/127, BL. 
268 CSR, 603/117, BL. 
269 CSR, 582/241 &170, BL. 
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and he was ably supported by Trevarton Sholl who, from an examination of 

the handwriting on the official reports of the period, prepared them for 

Broadhurst to sign. One of these reports refers to Tays who had left the 

employ of the government to go pearling. He petitioned Broadhurst, as acting 

Resident Magistrate for protection for the estimated 9 tons of shell that he had 

hidden in heaps on the beaches between Port Hedland and a position 50 miles 

east of the De Grey. 270 

On his return to the North in February 1867, Sholl noted that there were 

'rumoured' complaints against Broadhurst and that though a 

strong personal feeling existed against Mr. Broadhurst 
partly on account of some supposed delinquency as 
manager of the Denison,Plains Company ... nothing has 
yet transpired to justify my adopting the views of these 
people ... Broadhurst acquitted himself discreetly at a 
period of some embarrassment.271 

The existing ill-feeling towards Broadhurst was apparently exacerbated by 

his tender for the company and the fear that such a move would have caused. 

Such fear was well-founded for Broadhurst's tender for the Company was 

eventually accepted and in June 1867, he placed his claim as the purchaser of 

the defunct Denison Plains Company before the Resident Magistrate.272 He not 

only claimed the stock and effects but also fonnally claimed the blocks of land 

allocated to Simpson, MUller and Baynton on behalf of the Company. These 

were the former Company 'runs' on the Maitland and Nickol Rivers.273 Sholl 

was clearly in a quandary when presented with Broadhurst's petition and with 

the written evidence that Baynton, MUller and Simpson had not intended in 

taking up land for themselves and that it was in fact intended for the Company 

that Broadhurst had since purchased.274 

270 rcs. 17/11/1866, BL. 
271 CSR, 603/8-24, BL. 
272 RJS. 27/6/1867, BL. 
273 Baynton and Simpson held two blocks of 100,000 acres each on the Maitland River including Miaree Pool. 
The 20,000 acres taken up in Muller's name on the Nickol River was later resumed by Sholl as a crown reserve 
despite Broadhurst's claims for ownership. RIS, 29/6/1967 & CSR. 603/117, BL. 
274CSR,603/121. 
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Sholl decided that the dispute over the stock was one for private litigation. 

In relation to the dispute over the land, he noted that there was nothing in the 

records to indicate that the Company itself was entitled to land, that there was 

no selection by it, no return of stock imported by it and that the time allowed 

for selection had expired. Sholl effectively sidestepped the problem and 

Broadhurst was advised that, if he had the required documentation, he should 

take the matter to court as a private individua1.275 Broadhurst appears to have 

realized that his cause was hopeless and though he obtained the remaining 

Company stores and other effects such as the waggons, equipment and the like 

he does not appear to have succeeded in either his claims for the land or the 

stock. 

Though such pecuniary interests clearly clashed with Broadhurst's position 

as a Justice of the Peace and acting Resident Magistrate, it appears that he did 

not abuse his position nor did he receive any favours in the matter of land 

dealings from Sholl. Sholl's assessment that Broadhurst acquitted himself 

'discreetly' at this time in this difficult period appears to be the only objective 

analysis available to us and should be given some credence, despite the fact that 

the two were to become good friends. 

As Sholl's assistant in the judiciary, Broadhurst signed pay sheets and other 

documents and, on a number of occasions, sat with Sholl in judgement on 

mainly trivial offences. On occasion, however they sentenced Aboriginal men 

to Rottnest for three years with hard labour for horse theft and other 

misdemeanours. 276 By today's standards, these are unpardonably harsh 

sentences, biased towards establishing and maintaining European superiority. 

Though he handed down what are now considered very harsh sentences, 

Broadhurst was reflecting the prevailing European attitudes of the time. The 

sentences reflected the majority attitude towards the unfortunate Aboriginals, 

in an era when many dissenters such as Gribble, Giustiniani and Lyons faced 

ostracism and were even abandoned even by the church some of them 

275 CSR, 603/132, BL. 
276 RJS, 18/2/1867& 15/8/1867, BL., See also Withnell-Taylor, op. cit., p.150. 
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represented.277 Those such as the correspondent Vigilans who also dared speak 

out against such matters were forced to adopt pseudonyms in order to maintain 

their position within European society. 278 

The South-West Aboriginal, 'Harry' who was 'lent' to Broadhurst when he 

arrived at Fremantle on board Warrior, died on 2 December 1866 at the 

Maitland River. Sholl wrote in his report about the death and on the subject in 

general, stating that, their employers should not only be required to provide 

food and medicine, but also to transport them to medical aid in the case of 

severe illness. He also stated that 'great care should be exercised in assigning 

these men otherwise they will be in effect slaves' ,279 On a note appended to this 

report, Governor Hampton agreed entirely, deploring the practice and he 

indicated that, in future, Aborigines would not be placed in the charge of 

'private persons' ,280 Whether this is an indication that Broadhurst had treated 

the man badly is not known, though the inference that he failed to seek medical 

aid when 'Harry' was sick is clearly there. On the other hand, Broadhurst was 

noted as having 'much praised' his 'employee' and was successful in obtaining 

the services of other South-West Aborigines.281 Further to this, on the same 

day that he wrote to the Colonial Secretary advising him of the demise of 

'Harry', Sholl also informed him of Broadhurst's resignation as a JP and 

praised his magisterial colleague highly.282 

On 4 February 1867 the Broadhurst's fourth child, Percival Henry, was 

born. In the following March, the schooner Emma left Nickol Bay with 32 

passengers and 9 crew on board. The vessel's complement constituted over one 

third of the European population of the north and included the remnants of the 

recently failed Roebuck Bay Association, Nairn the manager at the De Grey, 

277 See Green, N., Aborigines and White Settlers in the Nineteenth Century in Stannage, C.T., (ed), A New 
History of Western Australia, (UW A. Press, Nedlands, 1981). Cha. 3, & Gribble, J.B., Dark Deeds in a Sunny 
Land or Blacks and Whites in North-West Australia. First published in the Daily News 1905, Preface written in 
1886, (Republished by UW A Press, and the Institute of Applied Aboriginal Studies, WACAE, 1987) 
278See Chapter four Peariing, on Broadhursfs use of Aboriginal convicts from the Rottnest establishment. 
279 CSR. 603/217, BL. 
280 ibid. 
281GRO, Port Walcott, 15/2/1866. Exploration Diaries, Vol. 6, p.55. See also Broadhurst's use of Aboriginal 
convicts on-board the Adur in the following chapter. 
282csR, 603/217-221, BL. 
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the Resident's Magistrate's son, T.C. Sholl, Duboulay from Camden Harbour, 

and Tays with part of his' catch' of pearl shell. The vessel disappeared without 

trace, and a state of semi starvation hit the new town.283 All suffered badly 

until the situation was relieved, especially the distraught Sholl. 

With four children from ranging from 7 years of age to only a few months 

old months, and possibly with the Emma tragedy in mind, the Broadhurst 

family eventually decided to leave Roebourne for Fremantle. Sholl expected 

them to leave in August, though this was postponed.284 When Broadhurst did 

leave with his family on 21 December on board Clarence Packet, Sholl 

indicated in passing on Broadhurst's resignation as Justice of the Peace to the 

Governor, that he was, 

sorry to lose a colleague who would have proved an 
able assistant in cases of doubt and difficulty ... the 
departure of Mr. Broadhurst and family will cause a 
great and I fear irreplaceable social loss to this newly 
formed district... much regret that I should this early 
lose the assistance and companionship.285 

Though they left the area and did not establish a permanent residence in the 

north again, Broadhurst maintained a close association and involvement in the 

pastoral industry and kept flocks in the north for many years, probably at the 

Maitland River with H.W. Venn as his agent.286 It is again through the 

publicity that surrounded the controversies in which Broadhurst was seemingly 

always involved, that we learn that he maintained a flock in the district till at 

least January 1871. Notice of this comes in the form of an official complaint in 

that month to the Resident Magistrate from a Mr. Atting who stated that 

Broadhurst would not pay his wages. Broadhurst, who was by then busy 

283 CSR, 603/67, BL &Henderson (1988), op. cit., p. 67-71. & Burges, op cit, pp. 29-30, The population of 
the North District at that time was between 82- 142 people. RJS, January 1866, CSR, 624/51 and the 1870 
census, op. cit 
284 CSR, 603/111, BL. 
285 CSR, 603/220-228, BL 
286Whenever Broadhurst called in to town he invariably went to, or had come from, the Maitland up to the time 
he left to purchase the SS Xantho in early 187l. When he lay close to death in 1869 at Roeboume, Venn, who 
was at the Maitland River as Baynton's agent, was sent for by the Resident Magistrate to attend to him. On the 
basis of this evidence, Venn also appears to have been Broadhurst's agent. rus, 7/5/1869- 31//8/1869. 
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pearling, countered with the claim that Atting had left his sheep without 

permission and was apparently not at his post when Broadhurst made one of 

his unscheduled visits to the 'run. '287 

Broadhurst left Western Australia for England in mid 1871 and returned 

with the SS Xantho which he had purchased and fitted out for for £4500. 

There is a possibility that Broadhurst sold his flocks and the former Denison 

Plains Company equipment to finance the dea1.288 Nothing is heard of him in 

the context of the pastoral industry after the Atting incident and this points to 

the possibility that he sold out after 1871. On the other hand he may have 

maintained an interest in the pastoral industry until much later, though 

evidence of this has not been found in any but a list of his son, Florance's, 

possessions that include a number of blocks of town land at Roebourne in 

addition to those mentioned above.289 

It is doubtful that Broadhurst would have succeeded pastoral industry had 

he remained. The reason for this assumption lies in the many references to his 

general failure in the north west and in the severe down-turn in wool growing 

after 1876. After staying at 5 and a half pence per pound for a number of 

years, wool prices jumped around 1869 due to methods then found to clean the 

dirt from the fleeces. They rose to 21 pence per pound in 1870 and then slowly 

dropped back to 14 cents per pound in 1876 to herald a depression in the 

North West pastoral industry that was to last for two decades.29o 

Despite this, he was one of those who remained viable as a pastoralist 

throughout the early years from 1866 to 1871 at least and for this he deserves 

considerable credit. 

287 rus, 30/1/1871, BL 
288 He may have sold his flocks at the Maitland River to help finance the deal, but no evidence of this has been 
found. Two stations sold in 1865 and 1866 for £2400 and £1400 respectively when the wool price was five and a 
half pence per pound and 'runs' would have been worth far more than that in 1871 when the price had more than 
trebled. Sturkey, Ope cit., Cha. 3., p.? 
289 Will of Florance Constantine Broadhurst. In possession of Mrs M Brinsden, grand-daughter of Florance 
Broadhurst. 
290Sturkey, Ope cit., Cha 3. pp. 13-17. 



130 
(iv) Why the Europeans succeeded at Nickol Bay and failed 

elsewhere in the north 

It remains now to examine why those members of the defunct Denison 

Plains Company, such as Broadhurst, were able to stay on and make a relative 

success of their endeavours at Nickol Bay in comparison with attempts that 

failed in every other part of the north at that time. 

Those settlers who had landed earlier certainly were a factor in the survival 

of the individual Company members at Nickol Bay. Most of these earlier 

settlers, if not all, at one time or other wished themselves out of the place, and 

would have left if they could have recovered their substantial outlay. They did 

not leave and thereby made it easier for those who followed. The part played 

by those such as John and Emma Withnell, W.S. Hall, the 'Portland Group' and 

others in this regard cannot be underrated. 

In comparison to the Camden Harbour group, many of those in the 

vanguard of the Denison Plains Company were 'staff', apparently selected for 

their skills and sent to pave the way. A perusal of Appendix five will show that 

the majority of the shareholders of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company 

remained in the area and had a significant effect on European settlement of the 

North-West. Thus, those of the Denison Plains Company who ventured !}orth 

under Broadhurst such as Venn, Fraser Macintosh, Simpson, Hicks and McKay 

were well suited for the tasks ahead, despite both Broadhurst's and Sholl's 

remarks to the contrary when the Company began to collapse. Broadhurst's 

actions in keeping the Company stock and goods together, so that a substantial 

amount remained to be purchased when the collapse came, indirectly ensured 

that these remaining members of the Company had a good start. These factors 

and the presence of an existing settlement based on permanent water, served by 

a reasonably safe harbour, all combined to see those of the Company who 

stayed on after the collapse, through the very difficult seasons and on to 

eventual success as pastoralists and pearlers. 
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The quality of the land was another significant factor which finally swung 

the balance towards the settlers and those of the Denison Plains Company who 

became pastoralists and pearlers at Nickol Bay. 

The Resident Magistrate RJ Sholl travelled the district during the severe 

drought of the summer of 1866 and in quizzing his many experienced settlers 

on the surprising quality of the stock in the harsh conditions noted that, 'in no 

part of Australia would stock be in the condition they are in this district after 

such a season' .291 The ability of the country to carry stock in the most severe 

drought was the marvel of all in the District, as was the land's capacity to 

regenerate within days of the first rains. 

The Aborigines were another major factor in the success of Broadhurst and 

the other 'White' settlers who landed .. at Nickol Bay. 

It has been claimed in an analysis of settlement by outsiders in such 

countries as Australia, Africa, Argentina, South America, North America and 

Siberia, that one 'arresting similarity' between these settlements was the 

destruction of the nomadic societies that the European and other societies 

displaced and that, 

it is the quality of the indigenous society which 
profoundly influenced the kind of settler society which 
could be superimposed upon it or which might entirely 
replace it.292 

In support of this argument it appears that the Aborigines in the Nickol Bay 

region were a key to white success there and that from that tiny outpost, 

European dominance in the North spread. Their particular 'qualities' allowed 

the Europeans to gain a toe-hold in the harsh land and allowed them to assist 

the new arrivals willingly until they established a supremacy that was then 

maintained with force. This is in stark contrast to the other tribes of the North 

District, such as those of Camden Harbour and Roebuck Bay. The Ashburton 

291 Mc ShoU's Despatches, 17/2/1866. Exploration Diaries. Vol. 6, op. cit., p.59, BL. 
292 Denoon, D., Settler Capitalism. The Dynamics of Dependent Development in the Southern Hemisphere. 
(OUP New York, 1983), pp. 26-27. 
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River area, where Broadhurst and Company were attacked, and where the first 

settlers, E.T. Hooley and his wife, found themselves under siege is another 

example of the ferocious attitude of the Aborigines at areas other than Nickol 

Bay. 293 

Part of the reason for the fierce attitudes to strangers in the areas to the 

North of Nickol Bay may be related to the activities of Macassan or 'Malay' 

trepangers294 who began frequenting the North of Australia some time between 

1650 and 1750.295 They left their homes with the North-West Monsoon in 

December or January and returned with the South East Trades in April. The 

Macassans apparently tended to head for what is now Arnhem Land, or 

Marega, in the Northern Territory and to the Kimberleys or Kayu Djawa.296 A 

fleet of between 24 and 26 prahus297 was seen in 1803 by the French under 

Baudin. He was warned by the Macassans of the hostility of the Aborigines 

who were described as extremely fierce.298 Sholl observed the visit of a fleet 

of seven Macassan Prahus with around 300 men on board at Camden Sound in 

1864.299 He believed that they made kidnapping raids and ranged not only in 

that region but as far south as Roebuck Bay where were 'quite a fleet was seen 

around 1866,300 

In examining the evidence, it is clear that in their annual forays to Marege 

and Kayu D jawa regions, which began sometime around the mid eighteenth 

century, the Macassans engaged in trade, but on occasions treated the 

293 Hasluck, op. cit., p.31, mentions attacks on Dampier (1699) at Roebuck Bay, on King (1819) at Vansittart 
and Hanover Bays, on Grey (1838), on Martin (1863) at the Glenelg and on Panter et al. (1865) at LaGrange 
Bay, but points out that Stokes managed to allay suspicion and prevent attacks in the same region in 1837. 
294Makassar. One of the great emporiums of native trade in the region in the 19th. century. Trepang, Sea slug, 
or Beche de Mer sought after in China and Japan.The object of the voyages of the Macassan, Bugis and others 
'freely' and incorrectly called 'Malays' .. .'by most European observers'. Macknight. C.C.,Voyage to Marege. 
Macassan Trepangers in Northern Australia, (Melbourne University Press, 1976). 
295 'b'd 97 1 1 ., p. . 
296 M' K . h . 33 ac mg t, op. Clt., p. . 
297fia1llLa generic name given to Asian, Malay, Indonesian or Singaporean vessels. Used in the Western 
Australian context more in the Indonesian context 
298 Crawford,!., Late Prehistoric Changes in Aboriginal Culture in the Kimberley, Western Australia, (ph.d. 
Thesis, University of London, 1969). p.l03. 
299Sholl to Col. Sec., CSR 581/126 16/2/1866, BL, and GRO of 20/5/1865 appearing in the Inquirer of 
26/7/1865 and the Exploration Diaries, Vol6, 1865-1871, pp. 26-27, BL. See also Macknight, Opt cit., p. 86-
88. According to one account a 'great many ships and boats and junks' came into Camden Harbour. Notes and 
Reminiscences of Mrs John McManus, Opt cit., p. 4. 
300 Burges, op. cit., p. 12. 
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Aborigines badly sometimes taking slaves.301 The subsequent hostility 

necessitated the erection of barricades by the Macassans and the carrying of 

arms.302 Some of the fighting has been attributed to the Aboriginal practice of 

stealing provisions and canoes rather than the taking of slaves and women as 

indicated above.303 

Sholl believed that they did not venture into Nickol Bay due to the absence 

of Trepang there. In contrast, he believed that the first visitors to the area such 

as the American Whalers treated the Aborigines well.304 This, he felt, made the 

Nickol Bay Aborigines more tolerant of the white interlopers.305 Part of the 

explanation may also lie with the approach of the explorer Phillip Parker King 

who visited the Nickol Bay area before the Americans in February 1818. He 

noted that the Aborigines that he encountered near Lewis island were 'much 

alarmed' by the presence of his men and that when he seized one of their 

number 'by the hair [he] resisted stoutly [and the] whole party appeared to be 

overcome with grief' at the fracas. When the unfortunate captive saw 

Boongaree, a South Western Aboriginal, who had accompanied King, he 

calmed down and when given sugar consumed the offering. He was later 

released with an axe and a bag of biscuits and was put ashore where he was 

treated initially with some suspicion by his people, until they were satisfied 

with his condition. After a number of other contacts which featured 

Boongaree, a good relationship was established and this also manifested itself 

in later contacts in the region that began with threatening gestures but which 

entailed no actual violence. King appeared to understand that the local 

Aborigines meant no harm, but indicated in their unmistakable gestures of 

hostility that the presence of the whites was not welcome and he acted 

301F. McRae noted that the seafarer Tuckey went to Macassar and saw 'three or four aborigines from these parts 
removed by Malays employed in the pearl and Beche-de-Mer fisheries and sold at Macassar as slaves. He also 
noted that it had been done before. CSR, 782/123, BL. 
302A de . 7 11. rson, op Clt, p. . 
303 Dr. Ian Crawford, (pers. Corn.). 
304 SOOll to Col. Sec., CSR, 581/126 16/2/1866, BL. The first known incursions of American whaleships 
into the Indian Ocean began in the 1830s. Starbuck, A., History of the American Whale Fishery from its Earliest 
Inception to the Year 1876. Voll, 1878. (Argosy Antiquarian, Ltd. NY, 1964), p.274 et seq. 
305 CSR, 581/126, BL. 
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accordingly without violence. He was to become so impressed with the eventual 

racial harmony and positive contact made that, as a 'consequence of the 

communication we had with these natives', he named an island group in the 

region the 'Intercourse Islands')06 (Figure 12). 

Possibly as a result of such happenings, the explorer Gregory, on his visit 

to the region in 1861, recorded that two Aboriginal men paddled out to his 

vessel, the Dolphin, on 'logs of wood shaped like canoes' and came on board 

with litde more assurance of their personal safety than 'friendly signs'. They 

also knew the use of both biscuit and tobacco and were pleased to receive and 

consume any offered)07 Some of those who lived on the western side of Nickol 

Bay even assisted the whites in the transport of wood and water though an 

apparent attack or show of force by "Aboriginals from the eastern side of the 

bay was repulsed with a warning shot. 308 Thus the whalers and the early 

explorers in the region appear to have established a firm, powerful, but 

friendly and non threatening presence. 

Other causes for the hostile attitude of the Northern Aborigines and the 

comparatively friendly attitude of the Nickol Bay tribes have also been 

suggested. 
On the whole, Indonesian treatment of Aborigines 

followed a well understood pattern and Aborigines in 
Arnhem Land contrast it with the aggressive and 
ruthless exploitation of them and their land by 
Europeans .... Where Aborigines had been in contact with 
Indonesians, they rapidly identified the Europeans as 
another race of people, and they responded accordingly. 
Outside the contact zone, Aborigines were confused by 
the whites for much longer and were overwhelmed by 
the time they realised what was going on. Hence the 
explorers found the Aborigines in the North to be 
'treacherous' etc., but really they were responding to 
invasion and trespass more rapidly than their southern 
brethren.309 

306 King. P, P., Narrative of a Survey of the lntertropical and Western coasts of Australia Performed between 
the years 1818 and 1822. 1827, (Australian Facsimile editions, No. 3, Adelaide Library Board of S.A., 1969), p. 
38-49. 
307 Gregory. op. cit., pp. 56, 73. 
308 ibid. 
309 Pers. Corn., Crawford to McCarthy. I In/1988. Comments on WAM File 9n9. Based on his research and 
contacts with the Kimberley Aborigines. 
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A positive approach from the explorers may have led to the initial 

'confusion' mentioned by Crawford that allowed the white settlers to gain a 

friendly toe-hold in other areas such as Albany. This is contrasted with the 

aggressive reaction to Stirling's explorations of the Swan River due, it is 

believed, to the earlier depredations of a white sealer. 310 

This does not explain the initial reaction of the Aborigines to the first visits 

of the Europeans in other parts of the country near Nickol Bay, such as the 

Ashburton region further west. Here, the white interlopers were initially 

attacked, harassed and forced out through death, fear and stock losses. 311 In 

the Coral Bay region further south for example, the Aborigines also proved 

ferocious. The survivors of a wreck believed to be the Emma in 1867 were 

apparently killed and eaten by the Aborigines living in the Coral Bay 

region,312 

There may have also been regional and personal differences in initial 

attitude to the 'Whites' even within each tribe in the area. In 1876 for example, 

the survivors from the Stephano, for example, passed through the same region 

in which the Emma was lost, were saved by a group of Aborigines who 

resisted the demands of others in the tribe to kill them.313 The same ambivalent 

behaviour was displayed in the instance of a wreck at Eyre in the q-reat 

Australian Bight around 1800. Here the Aboriginals killed one of the two 

remaining survivors of the wreck 'because he was no good' leaving the other 

because he had fair hair. 314 

For whatever reason, there are few recorded instances of the Aboriginal 

people causing fear for the personal safety of the white settlers, including 

Broadhurst and his colleagues, in the Nickol Bay region in the early years of 

310 Green. op. cit, p. 75-77. 
311 Journals of Explorations from Nickol Bay to the Ashburton River and to Exmouth Gulf by Denison Plains 
Company personnel Venn, McKay, Fraser, Cane, and in one instance Broadhurst. Exploration Diaries 1865-
1871, Vol. 6., BL, op. cit. & Burges, op. cit., p. 32 & RJS 10/4/1869, recording the killing of a European 
shepherd, reprisals and forcing out ofE.T. Hootey and his wife due to Aboriginal attacks. 
312 Henderson (l988) op. cit., pp. 70,175-183. 
313ibid., pp. 175-183. 
314 Taped interview with AJ. Carlisle. South Coast Wreck, 26/111976, WAM File, Eyre Unidentified Wreck. 
166/76. 
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settlement. One incident that could have resulted in bloodshed occurred at 

Wellard's place on the upper Harding in early 1864 and the unrest as a result 

continued till the spring of the same year.315 Despite this, there was unanimous 

agreement however, that apart from this isolated incident, the Aborigines of 

the region were, in the early phases of European settlement, at least 

docile, tractable, ... work for a very trifling 
remuneration316 (and were) a fine race of men ... broad 
muscular very intelligenP17 ... quiet, peaceable ... in no 
part of the colony perhaps in no part of Australia have 
the early settlers been so secure from plunder or attack 
as in this district. .. not a horse not a head of cattle not a 
sheep has been touched while shepherds miles from 
assistance sleep in the midst of their flocks in safety and 
with confidence.318 

Thus, the Aboriginal people at Nickol Bay, in exchange for a trifling 

recompense quite gladly provided the white settlers with the benefits of their 

labour, companionship, experience and good humour in the first years of 

settlement. 

Irrespective of the reasons behind their actions, their initial attitude in 

comparison with that found elsewhere in the North, was a key factor in the 

success of the whites including the Denison Plains people at Nickol Bay. The 

availability of cheap, compliant labour in the early years of the pastoral 

industry was crucial factor. Without the Aborigines, the white settlers and 

pearlers of the north could not have succeeded, especially as they were not 

allowed to bring white convict labour into the region. 

Aboriginal labour came in another form, that of the convict. Padbury was 

the first to utilize the Aboriginal convict force on Rottnest Island as a source of 

labour in the North, and his lead was soon to be followed by others such as 

Broadhurst.319 The dependence of the white people on Aboriginal labour in 

315 Hasluck (1928), op. cit. p.268. 
316 RJ ShoUt GRO Report, 21/4/1866 & 29/9/1866, Exploration Diaries, Vo16, p.61. 
317 Mr Cowle's Journal, 2/4/1866, Exploration Diaries. Vo16. op. cit., p.80, BL. 
318 GRO Report, op cit., p. 100, reproduced in the Perth Gazette. 18/5/1866 & 11/11/1866. My emphasis. 
319 Hasluck. op. cit., p.264. 
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the pastoral industries was absolute. Fences were not introduced in the North 

before 1878,320 and the sheep from Victoria were used to being penned.321 

Shepherds and labourers were essential in the first decade of white settlement 

in the North and the Aborigines were a very much cheaper source of labour 

than their European counterparts. 322 

All of this raises questions about the possible fate of the Denison Plains 

Company people and the Broadhursts had they landed elsewhere as intended. 

Despite the relative strengths and weakness of the group, it is doubtful if they 

would have made a better fist of it in comparison with their colleagues at 

Roebuck Bay, the Ashburton, and at Camden Harbour where the land and the 

ferocious attitude of the local Aboriginals initially combined to defeat them all. 

In 1868, after nearly six years of'a permanent European presence in their 

land, the Nickol Bay Aborigines finally resorted to violence and killed a 

number of Whites involved in the capture of an Aboriginal alleged to have 

stolen flour. The reaction from the white community was swift and from the 

Aboriginal accounts clearly excessive. The estimated number of Aboriginal 

men women and children killed was in the region of 30-60.323 The event was 

conclusive in establishing the power of the white settlers by demonstrating to 

the Aborigines that the Europeans had not come to their tribal lands on equal 

terms and that Aboriginal law was now subservient to that of the Whites. 

From that time on, in maintaining their dominance over the unfortunate 

Aborigines on the land and in the search for pearl divers, many of the white 

settlers were to resort to violent means and threats to obtain their ends.324 

320 Richardson, op. ch., p.46. 
321'b'd 17 I 1 ., p. . 
322 A shepherd's wages varied from 25-30 shillings a month as paid by Padbury to £3 by Hall. (See Hasluck 
(1979) op. cit. and Baynton to his father 20/2/1866. The Aborigines on the other hand were merely supplied with 
food, some clothing and occasionally stores in return for their labour. 
323 Gara, TJ., The Flying Foam Massacre: An Incident on the North-West Frontier, Western Australia. In 
Smith, M., (ed) Archaeology at ANZAAS. W.A. Museum, 1983), pp. 86-94. and Gribble, op. cit., See also 
Henderson, (1988), op cit., pp 85-87, for a different account of the incident. 
324 For some further instances of this see: 

(i)Williams, A., (1977) Interview with Mr. R Lukis. Re the murder of an Aboriginal man by the 
pastora!ist D. Mackay in the 1870s. W AM Typescript. 

(ii) Anderson, L. p" (1978) op. cit. 
(Hi) Hunt, op. cit., pp. 24-26. 
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The Aborigines who had allowed them virtually a free foothold in their 

territory, had no means of redress and were virtually powerless to retaliate. 

The landing of the Europeans at Nickol Bay was, for them and their culture, 

an unmitigated disaster and the beginnings of generations of subjugation and 

sorrow. 

On the other hand, for the members of the Denison Plains Pastoral 

Company, the accidental landing by the Company at Nickol Bay rather than at 

Camden Harbour or at Roebuck Bay was, as the correspondent at the Inquirer 

stated, 'most fortuitous for all concerned' )25 

Conclusion 
The discussion above, has shown ,that it was not without good reason that 

Broadhurst and the other members of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company 

came to Western Australia. 

On the other hand, it also shows that had they proceeded as intended to 

Camden Harbour and attempted to progress from there to the Denison Plains, 

against advice, they would have suffered the same fate that befell all those 

Europeans who ventured to the region in that period. 

The Camden Harbour people, the shareholders of the Denison Plains 

Pastoral Company and Broadhurst as one of the Company Directors, were all 

seduced by the detailed and very positive accounts of the exploration of the 

regions they intended settling. These accounts came from very well respected 

sources and were used by unscrupulous men such as William Harvey in order 

to float the Companies they formed. 

Glowing and optimistic in the extreme, the presentation of the prospectuses 

of the Camden Harbour and Denison Plains Companies was very persuasive 

and further added to the aura of respectability and official sanction 

surrounding them. In similar fashion to all the schemes formed to settle 

Western Australia, their veracity could not be checked at a distance and the 

325 Inquirer, 26/7/1865. 
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intending settlers were all at the mercy of the pamphleteers and the promoters 

of the various companies. 

In this context, the Victorians who aimed to settle the 'North District' as part 

of the Camden Harbour Association and the Denison Plains Company, had on 

paper a quite logical and feasible plan, that would, if successful, open a new 

gateway to Australia. The plans to have a small government subsidized coasting 

steamer as the link with countries to the north pre-empts the arrival of the SS 

Xantho, a vessel that Broadhurst himself was to buy only a few years after the 

failure of the Denison Plains Company. 

The Denison Plains and Camden Harbour Company prospectuses also 

contained accurate maps, and the people who bought into the two companies 

knew exactly where their destinations lay. From the explorers' accounts, they 

also thought they knew what to expect when they arrived. Thus the decision, of 

Broadhurst and his colleagues, to travel to the 'North district' of Western 

Australia was, as far as was possible in those times, not an unreasonable one. 

The claims of Kimberley, Battye and later historians, to the contrary, are 

shown to have been based on the lies, exaggerations and misunderstandings 

propounded at the public meetings called to found the companies and not on a 

perusal of the explorer's accounts and the Company pamphlets. They also 

failed to recognize that the much praised pioneers such as the Withnell' s, 

Richardson, Edgar, Hall, Padbury and many others left for the 'North District' 

on precisely the same sort of evidence as those they criticize, and in most cases 

expended far greater sums in doing so. 

The Denison Plains Company was linked through William Harvey with the 

Camden Harbour Pastoral Association. The collapse of one clearly caused the 

collapse of the other, but in the light of the 'tyranny of distance', news was not 

received by Broadhurst and his colleagues until the day of their departure for 

the North. Even then the news was not sufficient to cause the project to be 

delayed, though Broadhurst, and Wedge his fellow Director, should in 

hindsight, have forced a delay until the situation was resolved. 
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It was Harvey, and not Broadhurst, who was the chief 'promoter' of the 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company. Harvey' s burning ambition to establish a 

self governing gateway to Australia at Camden Harbour was so strong as to 

continue long after the events described above. Throughout 1873, and as late as 

March 1874, he was still indicating his desire to form a Company and go 

there.326 He finally gave up, and in May 1874 in his final letter he stated that 

there had, 

not been much progress in dissipating the ignorance of 
the general public as to the advantages of the locality, an 
ignorance shared in a pretty large degree by the 
ColonialOffice.327 

The people who ventured North as part of Harvey's Denison Plains scheme 

and eventually left the North of Western Australia, when the Company 

collapsed did so, not at the first opportunity as has been inferred by the 

historians but after a considerable length of time. This is a credit to their 

tenacity in the face of a crippling drought and near famine, and debunks the 

suggestion that they were personally any more ill-prepared or un-suited for the 

tasks a.head than their much praised counterparts. The same could be said of 

some of the former members of the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association, 

such as E.T. Hooley, Alex McRae, Jacob Hindaugh and others, who later 

proved their worth at Nickol Bay. The failure of the Camden Harbour 

Association and the Denison Plains Pastoral Company was not, as Battye has 

suggested, a disastrous rout bought about by stupidity and poor planning. The 

causes of the failure lay elsewhere and can be found in the structure of the 

Company, the mistakes of the explorer's, the lies and misunderstandings of the 

promoters and in the mistake made in having employees who were also 

shareholders. 

Those of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company that stayed at Nickol Bay, 

had a significant effect on the North-West and for a period formed a majority 

of the Europeans there. Significant explorations were conducted by the 

326Harvey to Col. Sec .• 11711873, CSR, 733, reproduced in PR 640, BL. 
327Harvey to Col .• Sec .• 151511874, CSR, 733. ibid. 
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Company members, and a surprisingly high 13 of the 19 shareholders are 

known to have succeeded in some recognizable way in the North-West. This is 

amply demonstrated in Appendix five. Nine of these successful men were 

Broadhurst, Baynton, Wedge, Simpson, Macintosh, Venn, McKay, Frazer and 

Hicks. They established many well known pastoral settlements, after those at 

the Maitland and the Nickol Rivers. Tays was the acknowledged leader in the 

pearling industry before his untimely death and almost all those nine who 

succeeded as pastoralists went pearling with some measure of success. Others 

such as Brodie, Wedge, Tays, Graham and Muller succeeded in the service 

industries. The careers of Cane and Bush have not been documented and they 

are not included in the 13 above. Both are believed to have had some measure 

of success in the north however. A George Bush is recorded as an 'important 

Gascoyne pastoralist in 1887,328 and Cane was a member of the four man 

exploration team lead by H. W. Venn that received Government recognition 

for their efforts.329 

Of the five women in the Company, Eliza Broadhurst, Mrs Muller and 

Frances Wedge had a significant effect in the north, and with the men played a 

major supportive role in the career of their men and in development of the 

township of Roebourne. (See Appendix five). A number of the Denison Plains 

Company children, notably Florance Broadhurst, and the Wedge's sons, 

returned to the North-West and had a significant impact there. The Company 

people, at one time, also formed a majority of the Europeans in the North 

District. 

It is argued then, that the Denison Plains Pastoral Company was a 

significant and hitherto unrecognized force in the process of European 

settlement in the North-West. 

328Hunt, S. J., The Gribble Affair: A Study in Colonial Politics, in Dark Deeds in a Sunny Land, op. 
cit., p. 69. 
329Exploration Diaries, Vol, 6, op. ch. 
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One of the issues arising from an analysis of Broadhurst and the Denison 

Plains Pastoral Company is the widely held belief that he was a 'promoter' of 

the company and that he was possibly in league with Harvey. 330 

These thoughts are strengthened by the fact that he was a Director and by 

some of the decisions he made. Most notable of these is the reaction to Brown's 

letter informing the Directors that it was impossible to transport stock on the 

untried, and apparently un-explored, route from Camden Harbour to the 

Denison Plains. Further evidence is found in Broadhurst's failure to delay the 

departure of the Warrior on the day Captain Dow' s letters were received. The 

leasing of his stallion Kochlani in exchange for four shares in the Company, 

and Broadhurst's reluctance to wind up the company at Nickol Bay are other 

indications in support of this idea. Tl1us, the notion, that Broadhurst promoted 

the Company is supported by the evidence. 

The notion that he was in league with William Harvey is not as clear cut. 

The possibility of collusion between the two was examined at length in Dr 

Baynton's public correspondence with Harvey and in a reading of Sholl's 

diaries, reports and official letters. In his acrimonious public correspondence 

with Harvey on the Company, Baynton, though querying the propriety of the 

leasing arrangement of the stallion, Kochlani, between the Company and 

Broadhurst, does not mention him by name yet had ample reason to do so. 

Though clearly critical of the Directors as a group, he was obviously 

sympathetic to the Manager himself. Broadhurst though not named in 

Baynton's letters, was at various times both a Director and the Manager. On 

this evidence, it appears that Baynton had an ambivalent attitude towards him. 

Had there been any suspicion that Broadhurst was in league with the Directors 

in Melbourne and had contributed knowingly to the suffering of those who 

landed at Nickol Bay, the matter would have arisen in Baynton's 

correspondence on this matter and in Sholl's official records on the Company. 

330 Ericicson, R., The Bicentennial Dictionary of Western Australians. pre 1929-1888, (UW A Press, Nedlands, 
1987), p. 319 & Nairn, op. cit., p.153. 
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In this context, Sholl has nothing but praise for Broadhurst in a period 

when they had just met and which was too early for their well known 

friendship to have developed. As further evidence, Baynton stated in his letters 

that the Shareholders looked upon Harvey as 'the chief author' of the scheme 

and, in vilifying him, lumped Broadhurst in with the aggrieved, thus belaying 

the suspicion raised by Broadhurst's personal business dealings.331 Sholl's 

diaries and letters also support the notion that Broadhurst, though once a 

Director, was as much aggrieved as his fellow shareholders by the actions of 

William Harvey. Sholl' s diaries show that Broadhurst and his family suffered 

with the rest, were an integral part of the 'accepted' society at Roebourne, and 

that they amicably entertained the Sholl's, Baynton and his brother and the 

Wedges after the Company collapse. The Broadhurst's could not have hoped to 

have done this had Charles Broadhurst himself been patently and culpably 

responsible for the suffering that they all endured at the hands of the 

Company. 

On the other hand, after the decision of his older brother and cousin to 

remain in Victoria and not venture to Western Australia as part of the Cam den 

Harbour Pastoral Association as planned, Broadhurst left their apparently 

positive influence. When he did so, he was immediately involved in suspicious 

dealings and poor decisions as a Director of the Denison Plains Pastoral 

Company and in many altercations and court cases. Though most of these in 

the period before, and immediately after, the Denison Plains Company collapse 

can be directly attributed to the problems of the Company itself, the indications 

are, that once he was out on his own, Broadhurst had a marked propensity for 

involving himself in controversy. 

He clearly could have handled the collapse of the Company better, could 

have been more sympathetic to the other Shareholders and certainly did not do 

his reputation any good by tendering for the defunct Company. Despite this, he 

331 Baynton to the Editor, Perth Gazette, 16/11/1866, op cit 
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appears, on the objective assessment of the Resident Magistrate, to have acted 

correctly in his dealings relating to the Company in the North-West. 

Thus the claim arising in the correspondence between Barker and Gull that 

Broadhurst had 'made a pretty mess' of the Company in Western Australia, is 

partly but not fully supported by the evidence.332 In this context, it is argued 

that, as the only visible leader of the Company in Western Australia, 

Broadhurst was to unfairly receive the brunt of the criticism for its failure 

from his contemporaries and from the historians. 

How much the privations suffered by Eliza Broadhurst and their children 

affected Broadhurst and led to the decision of the family to depart the North 

will never be known. Mary and Robert Sholl' s struggle with the situation and 

their own domestic situation is graphically illustrated in the pages of R. J. 

Sholl's diary and adds further insights into the personal troubles that beset the 

settlers in the North. Though Sholl's personal records are virtually 

indecipherable, and have been little used as a consequence, they are one of the 

most important social and historical documents relative to the European 

settlement of the North-West. They provide a wealth of information and are 

but a hint of the very private and 'intimate' struggles that occurred. The 

difficulties of mentally and physically coping with the intense debilitating heat, 

the 'bush', insects, with pregnancy, discomfort and with ailments that in the 

modem day have the populace streaming through the doors of the medical 

profession were daunting in the least. The difficulties overcome by the 

Europeans in working and in raising young children in the intense heat to 

which they were not then inured also bear consideration. What occurred in the 

mind of Eliza Broadhurst as she struggled with four young children away 

from her family in Victoria has not been recorded and can only be surmised. 

Her place as one of the pioneer European women of the North, has been noted, 

but is certainly worthy of further study.333 She was a striking and talented 

woman, and through her graces and obvious hospitality, the Broadhurst's 

332 Barlcer and Gull letters, op. cit. 
333 Hunt. op. cit, features a photograph of Eliza Broadhurst on the front cover and gives brief details within. 
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became the social centre of early Roeboume 

was always ready to entertain others, despite the demands on her time as a 

mother who spent much of her time in the North expecting more children.334 

Such was the accepted role of women in those times, but it needs to be noted 

that Broadhurst's acceptance amongst 

much a reflection of Eliza as of himself. 

'gentlefolk' in the community was as 

Figure 18 

Eliza Broadhurst and the family circa 1872 )35 

334 Eliza Broadhurst arrived 7 months pregnant in May 1865 with two boys aged four & three years old. She 
gave birth to her daughter Sarah in July of the same year, a son Percival was born in February 1867 nineteen 
months later at Roebourne, and she left the district in December 1867 to give birth in November the following 
year 10 Katherine. 
335The sombre tone may have been due to the recent loss of their one year old son Ernest Edward, 1871-1872. 
The servant appears 10 have been 'Malay'. Reproduced with permission of the Battye Library and Broadhurst 
family, notably Mrs M. Darling and Ms Jenny Davies. 
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Finally it 'may be that the trauma and isolation experienced as the Manager 

of the Company, hardened Broadhurst's attitudes to his labour force. In the 

light of this failure, and the comforts foregone in Victoria, his resolve to 

succeed appears to be so singular and apparently possessed him to such an 

extent, that his attitude to his creditors of all races came to leave much to be 

desired. 

Despite this, he was to show evidence of a tenacity, entrepreneurial flair, 

remarkable creativity and an attitude to his Aboriginal labour that, with the 

possible, and to some extent doubtful, exception of the 'Harry' case above, 

appears, at times, almost exemplary in the light of attitudes then prevailing. 

These indications will be examined further in the following chapter when 

Broadhurst, at the age of 41, was attracted to the possibility of making greater 

profits, in the pearling industry in the North-West. 
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Chapter Four 
Pioneer Pearler in the North-West and at Shark Bay 

Charles Edward Broadhurst was one of Western Australia's leading pearlers 

and helped pioneer the industry at both Nickol Bay and Shark Bay where 

pearling in Australia began. 

The story of the pearling industry unfolds in contemporary accounts in the 

local press and in various diaries and reminiscences such as those of R.J. and 

T.C. Sholl, A.R Richardson, L.C. Burges, Charles Harper, the McCrae 

brothers, and others.! E.W. Streeter's account of 'Pearls and Pearling Life' 

which was published in 1886 gives ea first hand and most useful coverage of 

many aspects of the industry.2 The subject has also been covered in recent 

times by de La Rue,3 Albertus Bain,4 and in numerous unpublished accounts.5 

In all of these, little attention, if any, has been paid to Broadhurst mainly 

because he left few records and was only one of many pearlers operating at the 

time. 

It will be shown that Broadhurst was a key figure in the pearling industry 

and that he had a significant role in the development of the industry both at 

Nickol Bay and at Shark Bay. In pearling out of Nickol Bay and Shark Bay 

where he became notorious for his ill-treatment of Malay divers, he will be 

seen to have been an innovative, courageous and hardworking, but ultimately 

unsuccessful, entrepreneur. His eventual failure was due to his need or desire 

1 All housed at the Battye Library, (BL), Perth and referred to following. 
2 Streeter, E.W., Pearls and Pearling life, ( Bell and Sons, London, 1886). 
3 de La Rue, K., Pearl Shell and Pastures, (Cossack Project Committee, Roeboume, 1979). 
4 Bain. M.A., Full Fathom Five. (Artlook Books, Perth, 1982). 
5 e.g, (i)Willmou, J., The Pear ling Industry in Western Australia. 1850-1916: A Study in Isolation, 
Unpublished Honours Thesis, (U.W.A., 1975). 

(ii) Anderson, L.P., The Role of Aboriginal and Asian Labour in the Origin and Development of the 
Pearling Industry, Broome Western Australia. 1860-1940. Unpublished Honours thesis, (UW A., 1978). 

(Ui) Sheperd. B.W., A History of the Pearling Industry off the North-West Coast of Australia from it's 
Origins until 1916, Unpublished M.A. Thesis, (UWA, 1975). 

(iv) Carmody. R.W. Shark Bay- It's Story 1616-1969, Unpublished thesis, (Education Dept of W.A., 
1970). 

(v) Wilson, H.H., Where the Winds Feet Shine. (Dymocks, Sydney, ND). A very useful historical fiction, 
partly based on the industry at Shark Bay. 



148 

to experiment with 'diving apparatus,' with 'volunteer' Aboriginal convict 

labour, with the use of 'Malay' divers and with the SS Xantho. the first coastal 

steamship in Western Australia. He pioneered the use of the 'diving apparatus' 

and the application of steam power to an industry long noted in academic 

circles, and only very recently in the press, for the atrocities committed the 

pursuit of shell.6 

Though he clearly failed in the pursuit of shell and pearls, Broadhurst will 

be seen to be well deserving of some recognition as a pioneer pearler. One of 

the 151 memorial plaques inset into the streets of Perth commemorates him as 

a pioneer peader for the year 1870.7 It reads thus, 

1870 
Charles EdwardBroadhurst, Pearler. 

The supplementary infonnation sheet notes that Broadhurst was the 'first 

really organised' pearler at Nickol Bay and that he used a schooner, and 

employed Aboriginal prisoners and indentured 'Malays' at that time. 

He should be given recognition for his overall efforts rather than for his 

activities in 1870 however, because he was not in fact the 'first really 

organised pearler' and was most unsuccessful with the men and machines that 

he employed at that time. In this context, he does not appear to have 

recognized the need for experience in locating shell with or without 'diving 

apparatus' and spent a great deal of time and money on complex, untried and 

even 'grand' schemes when others around him were succeeding with simple 

methods. 

Though quite good at seemg the possibilities of a particular venture, 

Broadhurst was apparently not very practical or skilled in the management of 

6 Giving vent to such hitherto unheard of, but on the evidence much understated, headlines as 'White Lies' 
followed by two full illustrated pages documenting the destruction of the Aboriginal Tribes in a leading Western 
Australian Newspaper, the West Australian, 10/6/1989. 
7 Background to the plaques appears in the West Australian 4/6/1982 and reads 'There are 151 inlaid bronze 
plaques set into the pavement to mark the names of people and the years in which they made notable 
contributions to the growth of our state,' 
The associated information sheet appearing in the same edition and published by the Commerce Committee for 
the lSOth. Anniversary celebrations reads ... 

'Charles Edward Broadhurst. Pearler. The first really organised pearler in Nichol 
Bay was Charles Broadhurst. He bought a schooner in 1870 and used Aboriginal 
prisoners as divers; later he employed Malays. 
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the day to day affairs involved a business enterprise. Once he established 

businesses, he ahnost immediately turned his attention to other ventures and 

because of the distances over which he was spread, came to rely inordinately 

on his managers in order to keep his enterprises afloat. His reliance on these 

men will be seen to have been another major explanation not only for his 

successes but also his failures. Evidence for this proposition is presented here 

and in the section on Shark Bay. 

Because little has been written about him and as there is little real 

understanding of many of those aspects of the industry crucial to an 

appreciation of Broadhurst's actions and decisions, it is necessary to put the 

industry itself into a context and to examine the methods in vogue when he 

commenced his activities. Some of these are abhorrent to this society, but were 

accepted in an era when dark skinned people were considered inferior beings 

and those who believed otherwise were held to ridicule and contempt. 8 In this 

context, it will be shown that, Broadhurst was one, who in the context of his 

times, showed a strange ambivalence to his 'coloured' work-force. What will 

surface are some indications of a caring attitude for the physical well being of 

his labour force, strangely combined with an apparent inability or lack of 

desire to pay their dues regardless of their race. With the growing 

consciousness today of the depredations of the pastoralists and pearlers on the 

local Aboriginal population,9 these indications and Broadhurst's decision to 

attempt to employ other means to gather shell such as 'diving apparatus', 

'volunteer' Aboriginal convicts, and 'Malays', are of significance and bear a 

detailed analysis. 

The effect of the Denison Plains fiasco on Broadhurst's reputation III 

Western Australia will be seen in exchanges between the well known Colonial 

identities, Dempster, Barker and Gull, on the subject of an impending 

8 See the treatment given to Justiniani, Gribble and Lyons, in Green, op cit. & in Gribble, op cit. The noted and 
much respected pioneer and M.P., A. R. Richardson noted in his memoirs that the Europeans were in his 
estimate 'intellectually and mm'ally superior to the savage tribes'. This is a reflection of the majority European 
view at the time. Richardson, op. cit., p. 20. 
9 For further information on this deplorable aspect of the pearling industry, see Bain, op. cit., Streeter, op. cit., 
and Anderson, op. cit., Gribble op. cit, & Hunt op cit., to name a few. 
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partnership with him in the pearling industry ,10 These show Broadhurst to be 

the object of not inconsiderable suspicion before he joined them in the venture. 

Then, when things eventually did go wrong for Broadhurst in this enterprise 

and in the pearling industry in general, they added to an already jaundiced 

opinion of him and added further to his reputation as a 'failure'. In this 

context, Broadhurst's ability to forge business partnerships, despite the 

suspicion held of him in relation to the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, 

become readily apparent and attest to his powers of persuasion. 

In conducting the background reading required in order to understand 

Broadhurst's decisions as a pearler, it became clear that almost all modem 

accounts of the pearling industry have been written by historians with little or 

no actual diving experience or appreciation of diving and of the capacities of 

humans underwater. Because of this, many of them have failed to understand 

some of the developments that took place in the pearling industry and have 

failed to adequately account for the various forms of pearling that were 

employed by men such as Broadhurst. 

Because a knowledge of these various forms is crucial to an appreciation of 

the development of the industry and the decisions that Broadhurst made, some 

time has been spent in their analysis, both in the field and in the archives. 11 

The results of this enquiry are presented below as a necessary background to 

the understanding of Broadhurst and the industry in Western Australia. 

(i) Background to the Pearling Industry 

Pearls have long been prized for purposes of decoration and their use for 

such purposes is still evident today. Pearl oysters 'are widely distributed' and 

found in the seas surrounding all of the six continents, in many rivers, and in 

10 See Barker and Gull letters, reproduced in Erickson, R., The Dempsters. (UW A Press, Nedlands, 1978), 
following. 
11 The author is a Maritime Archaeologist and former diving instructor with contacts in the pearling industry. In 
attempting to understand the developments that have taken place in the industry, the methods used and 
Broadhurst's decisions, I have tried to emulate diving methods in vogue in the early days ofpearling. In doing so 
I have attempted to dispense with flippers (fms) and the face mask or 'goggles' used today and have dived with 
indigenous shell fishers from Indonesia as the group, who are today, closest to the Aborigines of the North-West 
in the techniques used. See McCarthy, M., The Flamingo Bay Voyage, (W.A. Museum Report, in prep) 
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the waters surrounding many of the world's islands.12 There are two distinct 

groups of pearl oyster sought; those fished solely for the pearls contained 

within the shell and those whose shell, called Mother of Pearl, is of such 

thickness and value to be of intrinsic worth. Into the first group of pearl 

oysters, fall those of Ceylon. Venezuela. the Persian Gulf and Shark Bay in 

Western Australia. Within the second group, those of the Malay Archipelago 

and those of the Northern Australian waters, such as the Nickol Bay and 

Broome regions, are considered to be the 'most prominent members')3 The 

pearl shell, or Mother of Pearl, has also long been in great demand for 

decorative and functional uses. In the nineteenth century for example, the shell 

appeared in the form of handles for cutlery, on side arms, as cigarette and card 

boxes, ash trays, brooches, buckles. fans, as inlays on folding screens, 

furniture and walls and especially in the form of buttons. 'Mother of Pearl' 

was noted for its durability, lustre and non staining qualities. 14 In buttons these 

were an added attraction due to the rigours of the washing processes then in 

use. With such a wide variety of ornamental and practical uses, Mother of 

Pearl was much sought after and often fetched high prices. In the late 1860s 

and early 1870s for example, pearl shell was fetching between £100-200 per 

ton landed in London, a figure which made the pursuit of shell a poten~ially 

very attractive occupation. IS 

With these factors in mind it comes as little surprise to find that, accounts of 

the use and search for pearls can be traced to antiquity.16 Much of the activity 

throughout the world before the sixteenth century has not been documented, 

though pearl shell beds are known to have been worked in such areas as the 

Persian Gulf, the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, off the coasts of China, Japan, 

12 Goldie, L. J., The Mother of Pearl Industry and Pearls. (Unpublished paper delivered to the Royal W.A. 
Historical Society, 29/4/1948), cha. 2. 
13 ibid. 
14 Bain, M.A., op. cit., pp. 18& 46. She also records that in the early 1870s, 3,000 tons of mother of pearl 
(MOP) were imported annually into Britain from Manila alone. 
15 It is interesting to note that Indonesian fishermen now operating off the coast of Western Australia are 
willing to risk their lives and the loss of their vessels and possible imprisonment for a return of $3,000 per ton 
for trochus shell. On the basis of today's wages in Australia this does not appear as good return, but to the 
Indonesian fishermen it is a rich reward. The West Australian 29n/1988& 4/11/1989. 
16 Davis, R.H., Deep Diving and Submarine operations. A Manual for Deep Sea divers and Compressed Air 
Workers. (Siebe Gorman and Co., London, 1955), p. 548. 
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Korea and Thailand, and in some river systems throughout the world. I7 was 

not till the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, when many fisheries such as 

those of India, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), the Gulf of Mexico and the China Sea were 

well established, that reasonably accurate records of the processes involved in 

the industry begin to appear)8 Even then, many accounts were based on oral 

tradition rather than actual observation, and those who compiled the accounts 

in the early days of diving, 'were not immune from the grossest ignorance 

where the sea was concerned')9 Even today, accounts of the conditions and 

methods used underwater contain many errors or omissions, especially where 

the writer has no diving experience. 

A little understood factor of importance In the understanding of the 

development of pearl shell fisheries!," is the progression from 'dry shelling' in 

very shallow water, or at low 'spring' tide, to wading for shells and then to 

actual diving. This is an important element in the Australian case, where the 

high tidal range in many areas saw vast areas of usually inundated seabed 

briefly exposed, and where the labourers in the first few years merely walked 

out on to the banks and collected the 'dry' shell. When the tide was 'in', the 

shells were often difficult to see on the sea bed. Some lay covered or hidden in 

marine growth and others were virtually buried in the sediment with only the 

'lip' visible. With the beds exposed at low tide, the harvesters became very 

proficient at recognizing the shapes of the camouflaged or buried shell and the 

'ground' that the shells preferred. As the 'dry' beds became depleted, they then 

progressed into deeper water often wading up to their armpits, loosening the 

shells from the bottom with their feet or with implements such as that shown in 

figure 19. In this illustration they are shown bending down to loosen the shell 

by hand or to pick it up, and would have eventually opened their eyes 

underwater in order to do so. Thus they would have learnt to recognize the 

shell and the preferred 'ground' even with the severely impaired vision that 

17 Goldie" op. cit, cha. 2. 
18 de Latil, p" and Rivoire, J., Man and the Underwater World, (Jarrolds, London, 1956), cha. X. 
Margaritology, or the Science of Pearls. 
19 ibid,. p.l96. 
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results from attempting to 'see' underwater without visual aids such as masks 

or 'goggles'. From there they progressed to actual diving. 

The experience gained in recognizing the often camouflaged or buried shell 

in 'dry' shelling and wading was sufficient to ensure that the shell could be 

found without visual aids such as masks or 'goggles' when they made the 

progression to deeper water. 

Figure 19 

Wading for Shell in the 17th century. 

Note the use of the feet and implements and the men in the middle of the 

illustration. One has located the shell with is foot and his partner has been 

guided down to it. 20 

'1- PI.\'CATf00.'V:-l I-10D I MA RGA fU TA RVl'-I 

In some areas visual aids may have been used from the outset, or if not, by 

the time the activities of the diver's was recorded, the fishery was quite mature 

and comparatively sophisticated methods were in use. The sixteenth century 

20ibid., p.21S. 
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Moslem traveller, Ibn Batuta, for example described the methods used at the 

pearl fishery in the Persian Gulf near Bahrein thus: 

When the months of April and May come, numerous 
boats arrive on the spot carrying pearl fishers and 
merchants ... The divers put a shield of tortoise shell in 
front of their faces whilst an object of the same material, 
something like a pair of scissors serves to clip their 
nostrils. When they are ready the divers attach a cord to 
their waists and dive into the sea ... the diver finds oyster 
shells amongst the stones. He picks them up with his 
hand, or prises them looses with the knife he carries with 
him, putting them into a leather bag suspended from his 
neck.21 

Because the tidal range is not great in this region, dry shelling may not have 

been a feature of the industry and thus the divers may not have learnt the art of 

'seeing' shell without visual aids such as the tortoise shell shield. On the other 

hand, the Bahrein fishery was, by this time, apparently quite mature and had 

been in progress for generations. The relatively specialized methods and the 

equipment used probably reflect this feature. 

In contrast, the transition from wading to diving occurred in the Australian 

fishery in the 1860s when Broadhurst was involved in the industry. Though it 

was a major element in his decision making and was crucial to the 

understanding of the way the local Aborigines developed their diving skills and 

learned to 'see' shell underwater without visual aids, detailed accounts of the 

process of change rarely appear in the literature. As a result, those historians 

and researchers without actual diving experience tend to be unaware of the 

ramifications of the change. They are also often unaware of the need for the 

gaining of experience in 'seeing' shell underwater without visual aids 

regardless of the relative capacity to dive or the equipment used. For this 

reason, even a diver with 'diving apparatus', could have great difficulty 

finding camouflaged or buried shell on the sea bed.22 

21ibid., p. 193. 
22Even in the industry today despite the benefits of sophisticated diving gear, the ability to 'see' shell is not 
easily learnt and requires an 'innate' capacity or considerable experience before a diver is considered expert Pers. 
Corn. from Brad Duncan diver employed in the industry 1989. 
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appear to have realized this and attempted to utilize 

Aborigines, Malays' and European divers without this necessary experience. 

In order to further illustrate this point and to put the decisions Broadhurst 

made into their proper context, the developments in 'naked' and 'apparatus' 

diving in general will be briefly examined. 

In the mid seventeenth century, dives of up to 8 or 9 fathoms (16-18 metres) 

were recorded by 'naked divers' 'in both Indies' .23 The depth claimed is 

supported in the account of the voyages of the French traveller, J.B. 

Tavemier, who visited Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and stated that in this period, 

Fishing goes on at depths of between 4 and 12 fathoms 
and it takes place on beds over which there are up to 
250 boats at a time.24 

An early nineteenth Century account at the same fishery records the use of 

stones by which the diver speeds up his descent to the bottom and credits the 

dive as lasting 'usually about two minutes'. The author, an officer of the Royal 

Navy, also recorded that on being brought on board, the divers, 

discharge water from their mouths ears and nostrils, 
and frequently even blood. But this does not hinder 
them ... They will often make from 40 to 50 plunges in 
one day 25 

Remarkable, (almost unbelievable), feats of diving in terms of duration and 

the depths dived were noted in the eighteenth century in Java and published in 

the well respected Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society.26 In 

mitigation of what appear to be extravagant claims, it needs to be noted that, 

divers without the use of an 'apparatus' supplying air, have been recorded 

descending and working to extreme depths in excess of 200 feet (61 metres) 

and in remaining submerged in 'controlled conditions' for as much as four and 

23 de LatH and Rivoire, op. cit, p.192. A fathom is six feet or approximately tw~ metres. 
24 ibid., p.196. 
25 ibid., p.197. 
26 ibid., p. 199. 
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a half minutes.27 Divers in the field however, did not generally emulate such 

feats though those from Ceylon and other areas, used stones to hasten their 

descent, thus giving them more time on the bottom.28 Divers in the 500100 

Archipelago, on the North side of Borneo, were timed underwater for periods 

of 60-80 seconds to depths of 15 fathoms (about 28 metres) in the late 

ninteenth century.29 These times are longer than those noted in the Ceylon 

fishery in 1869 where the 'ordiniary period' for each dive was 30 seconds to 

depths around 12-15 metres. Though dives to around 22 metres and times of 

around 80 seconds were recorded there, they were considered the 'very 

utmost' attainable,30 and add credence to the statement that 'as a rule the naked 

diver does not stay underwater more than a minute and a half, or go lower 

than 75 feet', (23 metres),,31 Where the diver is required to make many 

descents over a short period however, the times spent underwater and the 

depths attained are often considerably reduced. This author joined naked divers 

in the trochus shell fishery off the Western Australian coast in 1989 for 

example, and noted their endurance and the depths dived. The men were 

comfortably operating in depths of around ten metres for times between 30-45 

seconds and could, if necessary exceed those. They then required a slightly 

longer recovery time,32 In diving, as in most physical activity, 'training' or 

continual activity of the same nature often results in greater endurance and 

improved performance. Thus one would expect to see such times and depths 

exceeded in other circumstances. 

Women were also involved m diving and have some physiological 

advantages over men, notably a greater resistance to cold. One group of female 

divers, the 'Ama', in Japan dive to the exclusion of their men and were noted 

catching fish in 8 fathoms (15 metres) in the eighteenth century. One woman 

27 ibid. p. 203. 
28Figuier, L., The Ocean. World. Being a Description of the Sea. and its Living Inhabitants. (Chapman and Hall, 
London,1869),p.356. 
29 Streeter, op. cit., p.127. 
3Opiguier, op. cit., p.356. 
31 Davis. op. cit, p. 547. The times are also consistent with those produced by good spearflshermen and women 
today. 
32 McCarthy. M .• The Flamingo Bay Voyage, op. cit. 
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was recorded in 1971 diving to the same depth, and beyond, over 50 dives 

conducted in one afternoon. Each dive lasted for around 60 seconds and the 

only aids she had were goggles and a weight to hasten the diver's descent,33 

Despite official denials, there are also claims that, before and after 1871, when 

legislation was enacted prohibiting the employ of female Aborigines the 

North-West Australian pearling industry, Aboriginal women were very 

effectively employed as pearl divers and were at least the equal of the men)4 

The powers of the natives in diving, especially the 
females, are spoken of as something wonderful. They go 
down to depths of 7 fathoms and remain below a time 
that astonishes their white employers,35 

There were common physiological problems to be overcome by all the 

'naked' divers both male and female. Pressure in the ears and other air spaces, 

notably the sinuses, caused severe pain in depths exceeding around two metres. 

This required 'compensation' or the forcing of air through the nasal passages 

to the inner ear to counteract the acute pain produced by the increased 

pressure. It was common practice in early diving not to do so and to continue 

on downwards, despite the pain, until the eardrums were burst. This allowed 

the ingress of water into the inner ear and released the pressure on the ear 

drum, thereby easing the pain but also opening the inner ear for infection. 

Streeter in his account of pearling life in the late nineteenth century for 

example, noted that men from the island of Sooloo, following a 'layoff', 

experienced 'great pain' in the ears which was slightly alleviated by 'oil and 

laudanum' but once their 'ears were broken', the men did 'fairly well')6 

Streeter also recorded the efforts of 'Malay' and Aboriginal divers on the 

North-West coast of Australia in late nineteenth century. They were diving in 

33Marden, L., 'Ama, Sea Nymphs of Japan', in National Geographic, Vol. 140, No. 1., July 1971, pp 122-135. 
34 Bartlett, N., The Pearl Seekers, (Meirose, London, 1954), p.85. R. J. Sholl, the Resident Magistrate in the 
North-West of We stem Australia claimed in 1871 that 'Native Women, as a rule are not employed as divers'. 
CSR 646/165. The use of the phrase 'as a rule', and the need for legislation prohibiting the employment of 
Aboriginal women on pearling craft, indicates that the women were used in that capacity however. The act 
prohibiting their employ was entitled' An Act to Regulate the hiring and service of Aboriginal Natives in the 
pearl shellflShery and the prohibition of the employment of women therein. 34 Vict. No. XV, 2/1/1871. 
35Perth Gazette and W. A. Times, 25/9/1868. Afterwards, Perth Gazette. 
36 Streeter, op. cit, p 177. 
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the period between November to March each year, from dinghies containing 

six to eight divers and often out of sight of land. Each dinghy was under the 

control of one white man and was part of a fleet of three to six boats operating 

from a larger vessel. The men awoke at dawn and scraped opened and stowed 

the 'catch' from the previous day. After breakfast, often of an indifferent 

quality, they dived between seven o'clock in the morning and six at night, 

according to the state of the tide. The divers went overboard and the white 

man stood in the stern of the dinghy 'sculling' against the tide and drifting until 

good beds were found. These were often located up to 10 kilometres from the 

'mother boat' to which they had to return at the end of the day. The divers 

went down in groups 'partly for the sake of frightening the sharks but also to 

more systematically search'. They did not use stones to speed up their descent, 

nor did they use 'goggles' or 'face masks' of any sort as was the practice in 

other parts of the world.37 They usually entered the water feet first, turning as 

they progressed towards the bottom. According to Streeter, a 'fair days work' 

for a 'naked diver' at this particular stage in this fishery was considered to be 

the recovery of 10-25 pairs at a general rate of one 'pair' of shells in eight 

dives. Two to three pairs were frequently bought up in the one dive however. 

It is important to note in the light of Broadhurst's experimentation with 

Aborigines from other areas than the North-West and with 'Malays' that 

Streeter believed that a non swimming Aboriginal could, after two seasons 

become a 'first class diver'. He also noted that though those engaged in the 

Australian fishery did not attain 'excessive depths' they were considered 

'unequalled in the world [for] powers of endurance' and for their ability to 

find the shell underwater.38 Similar methods as those described above, with 

similar medical consequences, were witnessed in this year (1989), in the 

Indonesian trochus shell fishery. There were some variations, notably the use 

37 It is believed that the early 'naked' divers on the North-West Australian pearl shell fishery did not wear 
goggles, nor did their contemporaries the Macassan Trepangers whose activities and methods were well known to 
the pearling masters. Cambell Macknight author of a number of works on the Macassans and Ian Crawford 
author of a number of works on the Aborigines of the Kimberley region agree, pers. corn. to the author, 1988. 
38 Streeter, op. cit., pp.151,l60. This description is supported by that of R. J. Sholl, Resident Magistrate at 
Nickol Bay in Western Australia, when he visited the pearl fishery there in 1873, see following. 
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of hand carved wooden 'goggles,' and the chief diver towed a canoe by a rope 

looped over his shoulder. The returns in this instance were poor as a possibly 

consequence of over-fishing of the area being dived.39 

Given these capacities and the apparent willingness, or coercion, of divers to 

suffer in the pursuit of shell, it is not surprising to note that, by the mid 

nineteenth century many of the rich pearl shell beds in the known world were 

'fished out' in those regions accessible to the naked diver. In 1870 for example, 

prices for shell on the London market were noticeably high due to a fall in the 

supply of high quality shell from Ceylon.40 

The use of 'diving apparatus' then became necessary in order to 'fish' those 

beds which layout of the reach of those using traditional means. Known 

attempts to increase the ability to remain and work underwater for the 

purposes of salvage and fishing date back to Aristotle.41 It is not until the 

commercial availability of the metal helmet or 'hard hat' in the 1830s that such 

efforts proved possible.42 Air was pumped into the helmet by a hand operated 

pump from the surface and though successful, further development was 

required. As a result, it was not until the mid nineteenth century that the 

'standard dress' comprising a 'closed suit' with a metal helmet or 'hard hat' 

became commonplace for salvage purposes in the oceans of the world. 

The best known forms of 'standard dress' in vogue when Broadhurst became 

involved in pearling, were the English 'Siebe Gorman\ the German 'Heincke' 

and the French 'Cabirol' and 'Denayrouze' systems, all based on the same 

principle. 

Once proved in other applications, the use of the 'standard dress' in the 

sponge, coral and pearl fisheries became a commercial possibility.43 

Despite this, the long tradition of 'naked diving,' ensured that the use of 

'diving apparatus' in the pearl and sponge fishing industries was resisted for 

39 A number of the divers at Cartier Island near Timor, came to the author's vessel seeking medical attention for 
perforated eardrums, ear infections and acute sinus problems caused by continual diving at pressure with the inner 
ear open to the sea. See McCarthy, M., The Flamingo Bay Voyage, Ope cit 
40 Sheperd, Ope cit, p. 24, Quoting a letter of A McRae of 29/4/1870. 
41 Davis, OPe cit., p.550. 
42McKee, A., History under the Sea. (Hutchinson, London, 1968), Cha. 1. 
43 D' . 564 aVIS, Ope Clt., p. . 
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many years, and not without good reason. The use of the 'apparatus' presented 

a distinct threat to those unwilling or unable to use it and its use resulted 

many deaths and injuries in this early period. In 1867 for example, of 24 men 

involved in the sponge fishery in the Aegean sea using Siebe type suits, 10 

died. 44 It is not surprising to find in the light of the deaths and the 

conservatism of the traditional 'naked divers,' that there were instances of the 

wilful destruction of 'diving apparatus' by the sponge divers of Rhodes, 

Calimnos and Symi in the 1860s.45 

Figure 20 

An advertisement of 1874 for {diving apparatus' for use in the sponge, 

amber, coral and pearlfisheries.46 
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44 deLatil and Rivorre, op. cit., p. 203. 
45 ibid. 
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46Michel, J. t Trois Inventeurs Meconnus. Benoit Rouquayrol, Auguste et Louis Denayrouze. De prestigieuses 
decouvertes et l' Histoire du premier Scaphandre autonome une invention bien jrancaise 1865. (Editions Musee, 
Joseph Vaylet, 1980), p.79. 
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In this period there was also opposition to a radical new design of diving 

apparatus, the Aerophore of the Frenchmen Rouquayrol and Denayrouze. This 

system which was invented in 1865, allowed unprecedented underwater 

freedom and even allowed the diver to disconnect from the surface and operate 

with a 'tank' of compressed air in a similar fashion to Scuba divers today.47 

Figure 21 

The Aerophore, fore-runner to the SCUBA apparatus used today allowing 

unprecedented freedom underwater.48 

Plongcur travaillant san5 casque 
avcc I'appareil Rouquayrol·D~nayrouze 

« L'apparcil est d'unc saisissantc simplicite». 
annon~aii la l?evlI!' (vf(/ririmt' cn avril 1865 

As indicated earlier, the opposition to the 'diving apparatus' was not just a 

reaction to change. Many of the deaths occurred with the 'apparatus' as a result 

of the lack of understanding of the dangers of nitrogen 'narcosis' at depths in 

excess of 30 metres and of the dangers of the progressively greater retention 

of dissolved nitrogen in the blood at depths in excess of 10 metres. On 

ascending rapidly to the surface, after a long deep dive, the gas was released as 

bubbles into the blood stream. These bubbles of nitrogen could, if large 

enough, occlude blood vessels and cause pulmonary and respiratory disorders 

47 Michel, op. cit., cha. v. 
48 ibid. 
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that often resulted in paralysis and death. The cause of the problem was not 

recognized until the experiments of Paul Bert in the 1870s and was not solved 

until the promulgation of Haldane's Table allowing for 'staging' or 

'decompression stops' during the ascent in 1907.49 Even that did not totally 

eliminate the problem, and in many cases 'recompression', or the return of the 

diver to depth, either in water or in a 'recompression' chamber and his slow 

return to surface pressures, was required. It has been claimed that 'in 1908 and 

right through until the adoption of staging and recompression (around 1915 in 

Broome) fully 10% of divers died annually from divers paralysis. 'so the 

period 1905-1957, of a total of 274 deaths recorded in the pearling industry 

out of Broome, 158 men died of 'divers paralysis', 33 of heart failure, 24 of 

asphyxiation and 59 of Beri Beri.Sl Thus from the safety aspect alone there was 

good reason to avoid· 'diving apparatus'. 

There were also economic and practical reasons for doing so. It was 

expensive and bulky, requiring not only the diver, but an attendant to 'tender' 

the air hose and a hand operated pump with at least one operator. All this took 

a good deal of space on board the vessels used to operate and transport it. This 

contrasts markedly with the ability to deploy 3 or more naked divers from 

small boats. 

There were other disadvantages. A diver usmg all forms of 'diving 

apparatus,' bar the Aerophore, was necessarily tethered to the boat by the air 

and safety lines and could only move slowly on the seabed. Though blessed 

with the ability to see more clearly underwater and to stay on the bottom for 

greater lengths of time, the area that could be covered by the diver was limited 

by the length of the lines, unless the boat itself was slowly moving at the 

diver's pace and in the direction he wished to proceed. Any speed greater than 

that capable of by the diver would clearly cause severe problems especially as 

communication between the diver and the boat was rudimentary. If a strong 

tide was flowing the diver also had trouble in staying upright on the bottom 

49 Davis, op. cit., pp. 4-9, & deLatil and Rivoire, op. cit., Cha.viii. 
so Goldie, op. cit., Cha 10. 
51 Register of Marine Deaths 1905-1957, appendix 3, in Anderson, op. cit. 
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due to the drag on himself and his lines. This contrasted with the naked divers, 

who though limited of vision and in the time that could be spent on the bottom, 

were free to move wherever they pleased and could even cover greater 

'ground' by using the tidal currents to advantage. Until the technique of 

allowing the boat to drift with the diver in a tide-flow became accepted 

practice in the late nineteenth century, the use of most types of the 'apparatus' 

was to prove less efficient, in shallow 'diveable' water, than the operation of 

many naked divers over the same area. 

Figure 22 

The 'standard dress' with pump, illustrating the bulky nature of the 

apparatus. 52 

Scaphandre Denayrouze avec la pompe a volant 

Thus there were many good reasons, to avoid 'diving apparatus' where a 

viable alternative in the recovery of pearls existed. Such a situation was 

52Michel, op. cit., p.77. 
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generally the case in Australia up until around the 1880s. There the 'shallow' 

pearling beds were not worked until the mid 1860s and were considered 'as 

regards area of distribution, the most extensive Mother of Pearl shell grounds 

of the world' .53 It was not until the shallow beds in this extensive and rich 

pearling ground were 'worked out,' that the efforts of those without the means 

to operate diving apparatus became uneconomic. 

With regard to the 'Human' aspects of the industry, it is clear from the 

above, that pearling was, and still is, an endeavour in which human concerns 

and even life was not held in high regard.54 Thus the following comments 

about the industry in 1875, can be seen to have had a relevance throughout the 

world and in this country well into this century. 

The thirst for shells, for pearls for success, 
brutalises ... the pearling speculator or diver ... no day is 
respected, no dark man's life is valued ... but the utmost 
of diving must be sucked out of them, killing them or 
not.55 

It needs to be noted, that the commentator was referring to the industry out 

of Nickol Bay where Broadhurst made his start and that the words were 

penned in 1875 in the same period in which he was operating. 

(ii) Pear ling at Nickol Bay 

Ca) Early efforts at Pearling 

The trade in pearl shell gathered off the Northern Coast of Australia began 

with the Aborigine and 'patterns of distribution' have been traced throughout 

the whole of Australia.56 Overseas trade began with the visits of the Makassan 

trepangers in the late seventeenth or early eighteenth century and resulted in 

53 Goldie, op. cit., Cha : 3. 
54 The industry is still responsible for the greatest percentage of professional divers using lhe Recompression 
Chamber at HMAS Stirling in W.A. & three deaths occurred in April 1989 at cultured pearl farms. A Report on 
Underwater Diving in Western Australia., (Western Australian Government Underwater Diving Task Force. 
Department for Sport and Recreation, Perth, 1988) p. 38 et seq. 
55 Inquirer, 28/4/1875. 
56 B . . 14 am, op. Clt., p. . 
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the exchange of women, trepang, turtles and pearl shell for tobacco, rice and 

axes.57 Pearl shell was found at Shark Bay in Western Australia by European 

explorers such as the Englishmen Dampier in 1699 and by the Frenchman 

Hamelin in 1801.58 The presence of shell in other parts of the coast was also 

confinned by the explorers, such as Stokes and Grey in the 1840s. 

There is other evid~nce of an awareness of the extent of the pearl beds on 

the Western Australian coast. The wreck of the American whaling barque 

Cervantes lost 120 nautical miles north of Fremantle in 1844, for example, was 

found to contain a small quantity of what appears to be North-West shell.59 

This is an indication of the possibility of trade with the Aborigines or of a visit 

to North-West region in the period before the vessel was 10st.60 In 1850 shell 

was again noted at Shark Bay, this Jime by Daniel Scott of Fremantle.61 In 

1861, shell was recorded by the explorer F.T. Gregory, in apparent 

abundance, at Nickol Bay in the North West of Australia. The crew of 

Gregory's vessel the Dolphin recovered £500-600 of shell and a pearl to the 

value of £25 while he was exploring inland, on what was to prove the catalyst 

for European settlement in the North of Western Australia.62 On the other side 

of Australia in 1870, a Captain Banner, whilst searching for trepang in the 

Torres Strait, engaged in trade with Torres Strait islanders and noted 

'gleaming crescent shaped shields', and breast-plates with Mother of Pearl 

inlay. Thus it was in the Torres Strait that 'Mother of Pearl' was first 

discovered in the Eastern Colonies of Australia.63 

Though mindful of their prime purpose in landing at Nickol Bay, 

Broadhurst and the other European settlers who landed in the North District in 

the early 1860s, would have been aware of the explorer Gregory's comments 

57 Macknight, op. cit .• p. 84. 
58 Sheperd, op. cit., p. 9. 
59 Henderson G. J., North Coast Whaling Expedition, 1988, (W A. Museum Report, in prep). 
60 American Whalers were frequent visitors to Nickol Bay after the Europeans arrived and are believed to have 
preceded all but the first explorers there. See Discussion on the reasons for the success of the Europeans at 
Nickol Bay in the chapter on the Denison Plains Pastoral Company. 
61 Carmody, op. cit., p.23. 
62 Gregory, A.C. & F. T., Journals of Australian Explorations, 1884, (Facsimile Edition, No. 14, Adelaide 
Libraries Board of S. A., 1969), p.73. 
63 B . . 39 run, Ope Clt., p. . 
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on the possibilities of the 'immediate commercial importance' of the pearling 

beds. The apparent ease in which the crew of Gregory's vessel Dolphin gleaned 

£500-£600 of shell and a pearl worth £25 in their leisure time, was also 

lost on the settlers who used Gregory's journal as a 'bible' during the 

formative years. 

There would have been some scepticism however and the pastoral industry 

clearly took first precedence. The reason was most probably the failure of J. 

W. Bateman who, within a month of Gregory's return in 1861, sent his vessel 

Flying Foam from Fremantle to Nickol Bay. They found to their 

disappointment that the beds were too scattered to be commercially viable and 

returned disappointed. The export of shell for the year 1862 was valued at 

only £250, poor returns for sending a vessel and crew the vast distances from 

Fremantle to the North-West. As a result 'interest in pearls temporarily 

collapsed' .64 The development of the industry was to await the inevitable 

pursuit of shell once the settlers were able to turn their attention from the land. 

The process was relatively slow however. In July 1865, just as Broadhurst and 

the Denison Plains Pastoral Company were setting up at Nickol Bay, Mr 

Darling, the first Mate of the Portland West Australian Squatting Company 

vessel Maria Ross and a man called Andrews, who were both then employed at 

the Pyramid Station east of Roeboume, went to Nickol Bay 'to try their luck at 

pearl fishing'. They were successful in finding around one hundred 'pearls' 

(most likely shell) in two days, but failed to find the 'right bed'. As an 

indication of the nature and extent of the industry at this time, only £6 worth 

of 'pearls' were exported in the period.65 The efforts of Darling and Andrews 

were recorded by the diarist Richardson at whose station they were based. He 

expressed the belief that, 'there are plenty of pearl oysters to be got there if the 

proper bed was found' .66 Apparently not convinced of the merits of the 

industry, Andrews left the district in the following August, unsure of his 

future plans. Darling anxiously awaited the arrival of Padbury's vessel 

64 Kimberley, op. cit., p. 214. 
65 ibid. 

66 Richardson Diary. 13n/1865. 
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Bridgetown, having been promised a berth as first mate.67 As an indication of 

the nature of the industry at this time, he obviously thought that a sea-borne 

life had more to offer than pearling. He was to be disappointed, as the vessel 

did not arrive at Nickol Bay as expected. In the following November, he again 

tried his hand at pearling and took the old Denison Plains Company boat with 

two other men to Depuch Island, in the Forestier Island group, in search of 

good beds. Figure 24.68 The search appears to have been unsuccessful. The 

boat was also in very poor shape and they were forced in the rough seas to use 

ropes to keep the boat together and were fortunate to survive. The incident not 

only highlights the risks being taken at this time but also the willingness to 

travel considerable distances in search of shell. Darling continued on 

undaunted and in March of the following year, his boat was seen moored in 

Butcher Inlet (figure 15) in preparation for pearl fishing. A fortnight later 

Darling's men and the boat were noticed at the head of Nickol Bay, where they 

had a 'a good heap of pearls on the beach' .69 These successes would not have 

passed unnoticed by those around, especially the Denison Plains Company 

people at the Nickol River, which was only a few kilometres and two hours 

walk away. 

The Resident Magistrate R.J Sholl's report for the following July was 

published in the Perth press.70 In an apparently direct reference to the efforts 

of Darling, he noted that a group who had 'fitted out a boat for the pearl 

fishery' failed in discovering a 'defined bank' but had obtained a ton and a half 

of good shell. 

At this early stage all that was required was a labour force of friendly or 

compliant Aboriginals who were required to walk into the shallows at low tide 

and to recover the visible 'pair' of shell. 

67 He generally spent his time shepherding and working at the Pyramid station, while he was not pearling. 
68 One of assistants was a Joo McKay. To add to the confusion, there appear to have been Roderic Mackay 
(DPPC) his elder brother 0.0. Mackay, A.R. McKay, D. M. McKay and Joo McKay in the district around this 
time. 
69 TCS, 1213/1866-25/311866, BL. 
70 Inquirer, 3/8/1866. 
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what was 

known as 'dry' pearling (or harvesting by beach-combing or in the 

shallows) was the fashion at Nickol Bay)1 By means, the shallow beds 

adjacent to the shore were exploited at low tide.72 A boat, such as used by 

Darling, provided transport for personnel and shell to and from remote beds, 

or across deeper water to 'drying' reefs, rather than be used as a diving 

platform as became the norm a few years later. 

Figure 23 

A large (pair' of North-West shell 

The Denison Plains Company was disintegrating at this stage and Broadhurst 

clearly had his hands full attempting to enforce a Company unity and keep the 

71The transition appears to have been made to actual diving in the beginning of 1868. Perth Gazette, 31/1/1868 
& Herald, 61611868. 
72 Estimates vary on the extent of the shore uncovered at low tide and would obviously be greatest in spring 
tides. Estimates vary though the maximum range at Port Walcott was recorded as 5.8 metres in the Australian 
National Tide Tables 1989, (Aust. Govt. Publishing Service, Canberra, 1988), p. 192. 
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Company stock intact. Once the Company disbanded, some of the staff and 

shareholders left the Company stations for other pursuits. Those who wished to 

set up 'runs' were fully committed, for a time, to this activity. Others such as 

Tays went to the growing settlement at Roeboume to enter the service 

industries. He then entered the employ of the Resident Magistrate as a general 

labourer and artisan. In June or July of 1866, he left Government employ and 

went pearling as the news of Darling's successes became too great to resist. He 

was to prove successful from the outset. 73 Many of those Company men like 

Broadhurst, McKay, MacIntosh, Simpson, Fraser and Venn followed suit once 

they could find some time from their commitments to devote to pearling. 

Those with some free time to devote to pearling soon found that without easy 

access to boats, they were very much shore based and at the mercy of the tides 

in comparison to Darling with his boat. In the following September, for 

example, the young Sholl went on horseback with Samuel Viveash in order to 

recover shells by beach-combing, but was unsuccessful due to the tide.74 

Tays, and his partner Augustus Seubert, soon obtained a boat by entering a 

partnership with L.C. Burges who had obtained the vessel in exchange for 

fresh meat from an American whaleship.75 Tays and Seubert had also located 

productive beds in shallow water close to shore, apparently with the aid of 

Aborigines. The two elements, a boat and compliant Aboriginals, were to 

prove a crucial factor in their success.76 WaIter Padbury, whose men 

pioneered the De Grey station, also realized the need for a boat at this time and 

he is recorded in November 1866 sending a 'large boat' via his coastal 

73 See Shall Diaries and Occurrence books for the period (RJS) and CSR, 582/22, BL., which indicates that 
Tays left the employ of the resident Magistrate in late June or early July of 1866. 
74TCS, 2819/1866, BL. 
75There were a number of American whalers in over the years. These visits, such as that of the New Bedford 
Whaler • Cox' s Troop' ? on 12n/l870, are recorded in Sholl's diaries and Occurrence books. rus, BL. 
76 Burges states that Tays and Hicks were erecting a shearing shed at his station, • Andover', when Aboriginal 
men wearing pearl shell ornarnents arrived. Tays and Hicks persuaded them to show the whereabouts of the beds 
in return for a trifling remuneration. They recovered 2 tons of shell by beachcombing. Burges then supplied a 
boat he had exchanged with a visiting American Whaleship for fresh beef, and within 3 months they obtained a 
further 9 tons of shell. Burges, op. cit., p. 4. 
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schooner, the Emma, for use m 'prosecuting more vigorously' the pearl 

fishery.77 

The record is very incomplete and a great deal of the activity at Nickol Bay 

at this time, would not have been recorded, as all the officials, diarists and 

commentators, such as the Sholls and Richardson, were stationed some 

kilometres inland. It also needs to be noted that many pearlers would have been 

secretive, desirous of anonymity or keen to establish a commercial advantage 

at this time. 

Tays, in comparison, was always in the public eye at this stage and called in 

to Roeboume on 17 November to inform the authorities, one of whom was 

Broadhurst, that he had 9 tons78 of shell hidden on the coast between Port 

Hedland and 80 kilometres to the east of the De Grey River. The shell was 

worth in his estimate £100 per ton and represented a substantial return for the 

efforts of two men in a small boat. Tays and Seubert apparently had a distinct 

advantage not just with the boat and in the use of Aboriginal experience, but 

also with a prior knowledge of the pearling industry,79 

Though based at Nickol Bay, Tays and company ranged from there to Mt 

Blaze (Cape Keraudren), a distance of nearly 150 Nautical miles (240 

kilometres). See Figure 24. In an official report of 29 November signed by 

Broadhurst, who was then the Acting Resident Magistrate, it was recorded that 

Tays and his unnamed assistant nearly lost their lives when their boat was stove 

in on a sand bank at the mouth of the Sherlock river.80 They were lucky to 

strike the inevitable misfortune so close to the settlement. 81 

77 Local and General News, 9/1/1867, RN 64, BL. There is also a possibility that Padbury was trying diving 
apparatus out of the Emma at this time, see footnote 123. 
78As the ton and tonne are within .02 of each other, the contemporary ton will be used. 
79 Barn, op. cit., p.15, claims that Tays must have had a prior knowledge of the industry as practised in other 
regions such as Ceylon. He is recorded in a report penned by T.C. Sholl and signed by Broadhurst as acting RM 
(CSR.582/242, published in the Inquirer of 23/1/1867). estimating that his catch was worth £100 per ton. This 
apparently 'inside' knowledge supports Bain's analysis. 
80 GRO report of 29/11/1866, RN 64, BL. 
81 CSR, 603/20, BL 
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Figure 24 

The area frequented by Tays and later, Broadhurst from Nickol Bay east to 

Mt Blaze at Cape Keraudren. 82 
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Whilst recovering from the ordeal, Tays informed the young Sholl, and 

possibly Broadhurst, that he had thoughts of going to Victoria to purchase a 

small craft and form a p~arl fishing company. 83 He then returned to the 

fishery. 

Tays shell was laid in substantial heaps somewhere along the coast in the 

areas shown below, and he was concerned that a large vessel could be used to 

take them. Here Tays is alluding to the interest of other unnamed parties in his 

activities, or even to their actual involvement in the industry. Withnell was in 

partnership, possibly with McCourt and others around this time for example, 

and obtained nearly four tons of shell 'procured by means of a boat sent to the 

party per Emma' .84 

Those with access to boats such as Darling. Tays and Withnell, to name only 

those known, were clearly a step ahead of their contemporaries in regards to 

pearling. Though shell could be obtained by anyone 'beach-combing' from the 

shore and utilizing the huge rise and fall of the tide in the region, boats were 

clearly the answer for the transport of men and the shell between tides and to 

the off-shore reefs. They enabled the harvesters to move around the vast areas 

of shallows exposed by the receding tide either towing the laden boat or 

rowing with their catch on board. Boats also obviated the need to walk or ~ade 

the often long distances between the beds and the high water mark carrying a 

bag of shell, to deposit it in a retrievable heap and to then return for another 

load. Those with access to a boat were at a clear advantage in this regard and 

in the ability to exploit the 'drying' reefs off-shore. 

In March of 1867, while trying to expand his operation by forming a 

company and purchasing a 'large' boat to remove the vulnerable shell stacked 

in heaps along the coast, Tays took passage on board the defective Emma.85 

The vessel left Tien Tsin Harbour with 6 tons of his shell on board and with 42 

83 TCS, 17/11/1866, BL. 
84 rus, 28/4/67, BL. 
85 GRO report 26n/1867, published in the Inquirer, 28/8/1867. The Emma was said to have had a defective 
mainmast, to have been 'very lightly ballasted for her tonnage' with 25 tons of iron ballast GRO report of May 
281867, RN 64, BL. It also had on board a compass from the wrecked Calliance at Cam den Harbour and this 
may have proved unsuitable on the much smaller Emma. Burges, op. cit, p. 29. 
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souls including Tays and the Resident Magistrate's son C. Sholl.S6 Possibly 

as a consequence of the defects, the Emma disappeared with all hands. This left 

the struggling settlement at Nickol Bay despondent at the loss of over a quarter 

of their number, near to starvation and without communications.s7 

Others beside Tays had seen the benefits of using 'large' vessels the 

pearling industry and quickly sent them into the area. In April 1867 only a 

month after the departure of Tays, the first of these, the Morning Star,began 

preparations to sail out of Butcher Inlet for the purposes of harvesting shell.88 

Success was not immediate as the necessary experience was lacking however. 

In May Sholl noted that, since the departure of the Emma 'the fisheries have 

not been so successful'. He also noted that that the Morning Star which arrived 

back from a 'pearling cruise' to areas including the De Grey, had also been 

unsuccessful. 89 

Despite the early failures, large boats such as the Morning Star were to 

prove the next step in the developing industry. Not only could they act as a 

mother vessel to their smaller counterparts and as a transport and storage 

medium for the shell, but they also could accommodate the shell gatherers 

themselves. They were the next step up from a small land based open boat and 

were obviously needed in the efficient pursuit of the shell. By June 1867, the 

two masted schooner, Mary Ann, was in operation on the pearling beds at the 

De Grey. 90 It was 13 metres in length and 5.5 metres broad and the 'catch' 

was recorded at 4 tons of shell. In the following month, the pastoralists 

Withnell, Hall and McCourt joined a Mr Tuckey, who was an experienced 

seaman, in a partnership in the Morning Star. 91 They were to prove successful 

86 Also on board were the master and crew of the wrecked New Perseverance and the remnants of the failed 
Roebuck Bay Pastoral and Agricultural Association. 
87 In 1988, a vessel believed to be the Emma was inspected by the W.A. Museum at Coral Bay in which 
vicinity a group of people were killed and eaten by Aborigines in the 1860s. McCarthy, M., Wreck Inspection 
Report. Coral Bay Unidentified. (W A Museum File, 60/88) 
88 RJS, 28/4/1867, BL. Details of the vessel have not been found. The term 'large' is used in comparison to the 
open rowing boats then used. These vessels ranged from around 5 ton upwards. 
89 GRO Report of 28 May 1867, CSR, 603/53,73. BL. 
90 RJS 23/6/1867, BL. This is not the Mary Ann in which Broadhurst returned in August. It is possibly the 33 

. ton vessel built in Geraldton, owned by George Shenton in 1864 and referred to as Chapman's Mary Ann by 
Sholl (ON 36551 No. 3 of 1864 at Fremantle. Register of British Ships) & RJS, 28n/1867, BL. 
91 RJS, 29n/1867, BL & CSR, 603/111, BL. 
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the pearling 

banks with five tons of shell which was then loaded onto another vessel for 

Fremantle.92 Another four tons were on board the Mary Ann and a further 15 

tons were deposited along the coast to be collected and despatched when the 

occasion allowed.93 Much of this was Tays and Seubert's shell. Realizing that 

Tays was now dead in the wreck of the Emma, Seubert arranged for the 

collection of their 'catch' from the heaps hidden on beaches and used the 

profits to set himself up as a pUblican in the wreck of the New P erseverence 

which lay as a hulk at Butcher Inlet. This became a logical centre for the 

growing number of pearlers and was soon noted as a place where 'drunkenness 

and disorder were the order of the day' .94 

As an indication of the sudden gfowth of the industry, the catch for the 

twelve months up to 30 October 1867 was 32 tons, which at an estimated £80 

per ton realized £2560. As a result, boat-building proceeded apace, both in the 

North, where a Mr Cooper of the New Perseverance built a 10 ton boat for the 

fishery, and in Fremantle where pearlers were gearing up for the onset of 

warm weather in the following year. The pearlers also had ideas of examining 

the 'ground' elsewhere, even in these early times. The Morning Star for 

example, cleared for Camden Harbour in November 1867 but stayed at the De 

Grey grounds.95 

Broadhurst also became involved in this period, and on 29 November, Sholl 

saw the Morning Star, Sophia lane and 'Broadhurst's ... [indecipherable] 

coming in to the landing from Nickol Bay where they had been pearling.96 

This is the first known reference to Broadhurst as a pearler and indicates that 

he had been pearling in the district out of a boat and probably with Aboriginal 

assistance, for at least the last few months of 1867. 

92/nquirer, 28/8/1867 & CSR, 603/140. BL. 
93 Perth Gazette. 20//9/1867. 
94 Though they suffered greatly at the hands of the peariers. it would be wrong to infer that only the Aborigines 
were abused by the pearlers after the formative and relatively 'friendly' period in the industry. Many of the 
pearlers were a bad lot with little respect for life and property. Cooper who Ived in the New Perseverance, for 
example refused to pay a young white boy in his employ and sexually assaulted him. Sholl's Diary and 
Occurrence books refer to these and other activities as does his official reports. 
95 CSR, 603/167. BL. 
96 rus, 20/11/1867, BL. 
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Broadhurst was acting Resident Magistrate from November 1866 

February 1867. Once freed from his duties as acting Resident Magistrate, and 

with his intimate know ledge of Tays' successes in mind, he would have geared 

up as soon as he was able for the industry, unless he was able to send trusted 

men out pearling in his stead. 

This singular mention of his activities comes just as Broadhurst announced 

his intention of taking his family from the district however. November saw the 

onset of the hot weather. This, together with the collapse of the Denison Plains 

Company, the Emma tragedy and the deprivations suffered by all at Nickol 

Bay during the drought of 1866 may have weighed heavily on his and Eliza 

Broadhurst's mind, especially as they now had four children, the youngest only 

nine months old. Broadhurst may also have seen the need to set himself up in a 

larger scale and took the opportunity to seek to enter a business partnership 

with his relatives in Victoria, or with other persons. 

Whether he left his boat in the hands of an employee, as he did the pastoral 

'run' on the Maitland is not known. For whatever reason he went south on 

board the Clarence Packet on 21 December 1867 and proceeded with his 

family to Melbourne. By doing so, he left just as a significant change came 

over the nature of the industry, and the transition was being made from 'dry 

shelling' to actual 'naked diving'. 

The Resident Magistrate's report of the successes in the industry while 

Broadhurst was away was published in the Perth press in January 1868. He 

noted that 'at present the profits are great and the expenses small' ,97 It was 

noted elsewhere that the 'news from Nickol Bay was causing quite a 

commotion' and that in January between 8 and 10 craft had left Fremantle for 

the fishery, and another two or three were in the process of being fitted out.98 

Advertisements, such as that for the 17 ton cutter Gazelle which was claimed to 

be 'well adapted for, the pearl fishery' also appeared in the press.99 Such vessels 

were capable of carrying five or six open boats, accommodating their crew 

97 Inquirer. 22/1/1868. 
98 Inquirer, 22/4/1868. 
99 Inquirer. 29/1/1868 &1/1/ 1868. 
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and storing the shell. These advantages were becoming obvious to all, though 

the returns for the small investor were still very good. In the following month 

for example, it was claimed that 2 or 3 men in a single open boat could, over 

the space of one tide, gather 'over one ton' of shell and that it was fetching 

£80-100 per ton at Perth and £120-160 landed at London. lOO 

Given such news, there is little surprise at this flurry of activity, and as 

expected, 'large' boats then began to appear on the scene in great number. In 

December of 1867 and in January 1868, Sholl noted the arrival of the vessels 

Nautilus, Lone Star, Little Eastern, Pearl, Sophia lane and the Saucy Lass at 

Butcher Inlet and the departure of the Mary Ann and Morning Star for Kings 

Sound. lOl On 25 January 1868 the pearling vessel Ariel was lost near the 

Ashburton River with all hands and around a ton of shell.102 This was the first 

recorded tragedy on the pearling grounds of Western Australia and though it 

was an indication of the risks associated with the industry it did not deter the 

rest of the pearlers. Other boats arrived in this busy period, including the 

Medora, Albert, Fairy and Charon.103 In apparent reference to the small open 

boats operated from these larger vessels, and to the number of small investors 

involved, there were, according to one commentator, 'swarms of small boats 

on the coast' at this time. Returns (apparently in London) were remaining high 

at around £180 per ton, and one pearler/pastoralist, A.R. McKay, received 

'£800 for shells collected in a small boat that did not cost him £50' ,104 Thus 

even those who could not afford the larger vessels and who were still forced to 

operate individually were doing well, despite the disadvantages. 

As the fleet expanded, the requests for assistance from the once compliant 

Aboriginals turned, in many cases, to demands and coercion,l05 Incidents such 

100 Inquirer, /2/1868. A later report in the same paper of 6/5/1868 notes that the Nickol bay trade was opening 
up just as that based in Ceylon was in the decline and gave a range of prices from £140-180 per ton for the best 
and largest class down to £35-45 per ton for the smallest class of shell, with an intermediately priced variety 
worth £45-50 per ton. 
101 RJS, December 1867 and January 1868, also CSR, 623/108, BL. 
102 RJS, 25/1/1868, BL. 
103 RJS, 19/2/1868 & CSO, 623/107, BL. 
104 A. McRae to his sister, 241211868, BL. 
105 The vessels are Morning Star (Hall), Industry (Tuckey), Pearl (Charles), Fairy (Saw), Little Eastern 
(Herbert), Charon (Watson), Lone Star, Saucy Lass (Cooper), Mary (Anthony), Medora (Symons) and Herald 
6/6/1868 
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as the massacre of four Aborigines on board the Little Eastern near 

Hedland became almost commonplace occurrences.106 Thus, almost as soon as 

the number of boats on the coast increased and the subsequent demand for 

Aboriginal labour increased, the atrocities began. 

There were exceptions. Blurton of the Medora, for example, recovered a 

'magnificent pearl'107 and was apparently the most successful of all in this 

period, due to the good relationships he established with a tribe of island 

Aboriginals. These people had been defended by his crew from a marauding 

mainland tribe and in return, 

they became 'pickers up' and as one black fellow is 
worth 20 white men in this occupation, they did well.108 

With the advantage of a willing labour force, the crew of the M edora were 

able to best utilize the short time and few days allowed by the tides. 

The best shells are those not exposed ... great secret is to 
gather those in the water ... [to do this it was] necessary 
to wade up to the armpits. 
As the shell were most often covered by a layer of sand 
or mud the aboriginals were also able to apply their 
knowledge of the 'fishes habits' to the task.lo9 

The Press in Perth also noted the better success of Blurton who, in "':lsing 

'conciliation instead of Colt's revolver or short rations has enlisted their [the 

Aborigines] services and done better' ,110 

Local knowledge, sympathetically applied, was clearly one of the keys to 

success. Charles Harper and his partner, Samuel Viveash, had with the aid of 

Aboriginal guides for example, examined the coast from the Ashburton to the 

De Grey Rivers and found good beds. Harper and Viveash's reliance on local 

knowledge and their subsequent successes did not stop there. They realized that 

a suitable boat was required to exploit the area and built the 11 metre, 

106 CSR, 623/149, BL. 
107 Perth Gazette, 4/12/1868 & CSR, 623/133, BL 
l08Herald.6/6I1868 
lO9ibid. 

110 Inquirer, 2/12/1868. 
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Amateur from local timbers at their station. The hull was of 'Mahogany' and 

the knees and timbers of Cadjeput (Paperbark) and the vessel was considered 

favourable specimen of local industry and ingenuity' .111 Like Blurton, Harper 

also treated his divers well and found himself suffering in consequence. The 

Resident Magistrate's son apparently engaged him in 'fisticuffs', over the 

desire of his Aborigines to work for Harper and he subsequently received 'an 

awful face' ,112 

Despite these and other instances of co-operation, the reference to the use of 

'Colt's revolver' above, is a clear indication that at this time other men felt 

justified in abducting and coercing the Aborigines especially as their 

population at the time was recorded as 'scant' and willing labour was difficult 

to obtain. 

To make matters worse for the unfortunate Aborigines, the Resident 

Magistrate himself, attempted to enter the industry. In April 1868, finding the 

smaller boats 'too slight and small for the service', he attempted to purchase a 

share in the Morning Star. ll3 On arrival he found that he had been beaten to 

the sale, but soon entered the trade on his own account as owner of the 7.5 ton, 

9.4 metre, cutter, Pilot which he purchased in December 1868 for £130,114 By 

being thus engaged in the industry, Sholl found that in matters involving the 

Aborigines and in disputes over their welfare, such as that involving Harper 

and his own son Robert, or more seriously in the occasion of the 'Flying Foam 

Massacre' of 1868, he was unable to act totally in accordance with his brief as 

Resident Magistrate. II5 He was however, reflecting the prevailing European 

attitudes of the times and was much praised (often with great justification in 

III Mercer, F. R., The Life of Charles Harper, (Westralian Farmers Co-op Printing, Perth, 1958), pp. 34-36 & 
CSR, 624/4, BL. 
112 Mercer, op. cit., p. 36 & rus, 10/2/1869, BL. 
113 rus, 17/4/1868 & CSR, 623/108, BL. & 
114 Register of British Ships at the Port of Fremantle. Now housed in Canberra. Hand-written transcript in the 
collection of Richard McKenna, Book 1 No 16, Register of British Ships. 1/1856-5/1882. Sholl purchased the 
vessel in December 1868 and went into partnership with his sons a few years later. rus, 29/12/1868, BL. 
115 Gara, T.J., The Flying Foam Massacre: An Incident on the North-West Frontier, Western Australia. In 
Smith, M., (00) Archaeology at ANZAAS. W.A. Museum, 1983), pp. 86-94. See also Henderson, (1988), op. 
ch., for another version of the cause of the massacre. 
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other matters) by his European colleagues for his wisdom and for his untiring 

efforts in the North. 116 

Thus, the growth of the pearling industry, the shortage of wining or 

'compliant' Aboriginals and Sholl's attitude, which was a clear reflection of the 

general European opinion on the subject, produced growing problems in the 

light of the forcible acquisition of Aboriginal labour. 

By leaving in November 1867 for Victoria, Broadhurst was to miss out on 

the very valuable experiences to be gained in this formative period in the 

pearling industry. Those who stayed learnt valuable lessons about the location 

of beds and the most efficient (though not necessarily the most humane) means 

of utilizing the 'available' Aboriginal labour. On the other hand, by leaving, 

Broadhurst was to follow the lead of "Tays in seeking a business partnership to 

enable him to apply the services of a much larger vessel to the fishery than he 

then had at his disposaL Though the idea was good, his timing in doing so was 

poor. Not only did he miss out on seven months of pearling 'time', but he left 

at a time when the 'diving' was more properly characterized as 'wading' and 

when others who stayed were learning at a rapid rate and were making the 

transition into 'naked diving' proper. By the middle of 1868, when he arrived 

back on the pearling grounds, the Aborigines had learnt to dive and by the end 

of the year, they had progressed into depths of around 10 metres. 117 

In hindsight, despite the pressures on his family and the intense heat of 

November, Broadhurst's business interests may have been better served had he 

stayed on, at least for a while, so that he could have learnt of such things rather 

than opt for the expensive and relatively inefficient 'diving apparatus' he was 

to help introduce to the industry. 

116 Richardson, op. cit., p.17. 

117 The transition appears to have been made around the middle to the end of 1868. Perth Gazette, 31/1/1868, 
Herald 6/6/1868 The Inquirer, 31/3/1869 notes that the Aborigines were then diving to 5 fathoms. 
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Cb) Broadhurst and the premature introduction of 'Diving Apparatus' to the 

pearling industry 

Broadhurst returned to Western Australia in April 1868, soon after seeing 

his family back to their relatives in Victoria. What transpired back at the 

family stronghold at Kilmore is not known. As he retained his flocks at Nickol 

Bay till around 1871, it appears that he went to Victoria with the intention to 

return to the West.118 If he had sold part of his stock or his Victorian land 

while he was away, or had he received family backing for the continuation of 

his activities in the North-West, he may then have had at his disposal a 

reasonable financial stake with which to re-commence pearling on a larger 

scale. 119 

The successful use of large boats to transport people and shell in the first 

months of 1868 raised the question of the possibility of effectively using 

'diving apparatus' at Nickol Bay. The application of such technology to under 

water work was by then well established elsewhere in the world and it was an 

expected and most logical development in Western Australia given the most 

successful use of the equipment elsewhere. 120 

The use of diving apparatus was not unknown in Western Australia when the 

pearling industry started. It had been applied to harbour works and to the 

salvage of the Barque Eglinton which was wrecked near Perth in 1852.121 In 

1861, the explorer Gregory had suggested that diving apparatus be used in 

Nickol Bay and in January 1868 the Perth Gazette wrote to the effect that 

At present it can scarcely be called a fishery as at best 
all that is done is to prowl along the coast and gather as 
many as can be seen at low water ... It is evident that a 
vessel fitted with proper diving apparatus would make a 

118 See Chapter on Denison Plains Pastoral Company previous. 
119 This possibility could not be adequately assessed, due to the absence of the records in Victoria and the lack 
of an index to the various newspapers of the period. 
120Diving Apparatus was in general use by the mid 19th. century. Davis. op. cit. p. 645. 
121 Halls. C., Wreck of the Barque Eglinton, in Port of Fremantle Quarterly (Spring, 1978), P 12-15. 



gO.O.d thing O.f this fishery as it is said very large shells 
are to' be seen lying in deep water. A vessel so. fitted was 
expected at NicO.I bay,122 
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It appears that O.thers may have been quietly experimenting with the 

'apparatus' arO.und this time. In 1988 fO.r example, I inspected a wreck believed 

to' be Padbury's ill-fated Emma which was 100st early in 1867. SO.mewhat 

surprisingly a diving helmet was fO.und O.n bO.ard, and frO.m the pO.sitiO.n in 

which the wreck lay appears to' have been O.n-bO.ard at the time O.f wrecking. 123 

Such secrecy is to' be expected in an industry where gaining access to' hitherto. 

unharvested beds WO.uld prO.ve a distinct financial advantage and it is expected 

that much O.f the activity in the industry has gO.ne un-recO.rded. As further 

indicatiO.ns O.f this, two. large Sydney bO.ats, pO.ssibly the M elanie and Kate 

Kearney, were also. nO.ted as fitting out with apparatus in April 1868 fO.r use in 

the NO.rth-West fishery,124 

Despite this, it was to' be BrO.adhurst, in partnership with J ames Dempster 

and the firm O.f Barker and Gull O.f GuildfO.rd who. are the accepted piO.neers O.f 

the use O.f diving apparatus in the Australian pearl diving industry.125 

In March 1868, Gull who. had been cO.nvinced by Dempster O.f the value O.f 

the 'speculatiO.n' at the pearling grO.unds attempted to' cO.nvince his mO.re 

sceptical partner, Barker, in the fO.llO.wing terms, 

Mr Dempster has fully determined upO.n gO.ing into' the 
pearl fishing and came to' ask if I was in a pO.sitiO.n and 
felt inclined to' jO.in him in the enterprise... I have 
agreed to' do. so. and I hO.pe YO.u wilL .. 
The pearl and the shells which have been secured up to' 
the present have been O.nly, so. it seems, thO.se which 
cO.uld be had by wading O.n the banks at 100w tide. If such 
are wO.rth the price quO.ted - thO.se O.n the real bed cO.uld 
dO.ubtless be much mO.re valuable and there seems no. 
dO.ubt that there are cO.nsiderable O.n that CO.ast. The 

122 Perth Gazette, 31/1/1868. My emphasis indicating that at this time 'dry shelling' was still the vogue .. 
123McCarthy, M., Wreck Inspection Report, Coral Bay Unidentified, believed to be the Emma, 1867. W.A. 
Museum, Department of Maritime Archaeology, file no., 60/88. The remains of a diving helmet were found on 
this wreck which is believed to be Padbury's Emma lost in March 1867. From the position of the object, it does 
not appear to have been associated with a later salvage attempt. 
124Perth Gazette, 24/4/1868. 
125 Not withstanding the inconclusive evidence indicated in footnote 123 above, the evidence that they were the 
pioneers is found in the Barker and Gull letters, 2423a, BL, Reproduced in Erickson, (1978), op. cit., Chapter 8 
The Mar, Ann and Pearling and in the local press, see following. 



demand at home seems to be very great and I think a 
properly equipped party could scarcely fail of 
success.l 26 
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Dempster planned to go to Adelaide or Melbourne to acquire a suitable 

vessel, and Gull assured Barker that such a transaction, even without the gains 

to be had pearling, would realize a profit on the cargo and the resale value of 

the vessel alone. There followed a revealing exchange on the subject of a 

possible business arrangement with Broadhurst, who met the Barkers either en 

route or at Albany and accepted their offer of transport to Perth. 

From Gull to Barker in May : 

Mr Broadhurst is certainly a smart man (he comes from 
your side remember) but if success be the test of ability 
he has certainly not proved himself superior having 
made a pretty mess of tlie Denison Plains Company 127 

From Barker to Gull in May : 

I can scarcely tell you how much pleased I was to hear 
that..the pearling expedition had been entered into. You 
say however that you wish that only ourselves and Mr 
Dempster were concerned in the venture. This is exactly 
what I wished when I first mentioned the subject to 
you ... All I have further to say is that I sincerely hope 
Mr. Broadhurst has not been taken into the venture as I 
find upon enquiry that he is not at all well thought of 
here.1 28 

From Mrs Barker to Gull (undated) : 

126 ibid. 

Of Mr. Broadhurst there seemed to be some prejudice 
but neither your uncle nor Mr Dempster could find 
anything against him here he seems much respected. I 
can only say on our journey from Perth we found him a 
very pleasant as well as useful companion- he fetched 
wood, lighted fires, harnessed horses. 129 

127ibid, My emphasis. 
128ibid. 
129ibid. 
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Broadhurst's persuasive capacity or chann held sway over the prevailing 

suspicion of him, and he became a partner in the venture to Gull's disgust. 

Barker was to provide the vessel and the others were to contribute £200 each 

to the costs. On behalf of Barker, Dempster purchased the Tasmanian built, 

two masted schooner, Mary Ann in Melbourne. It was quite large being 25.6 

metres long with a single deck and though twenty years old when purchased 

was, according to Dempster, admirably suited for their purposes. 

When Mary Ann arrived at Fremantle on June 4 1868, en route the Pearling 

grounds, Gull hurried to Garden Island, where it was anchored, to see the 

vessel and view the 'diving apparatus', that was on board. 

His comments which are reproduced below reflect further on the prevailing 

attitude to Broadhurst and the pioneering nature and scale of the enterprise 

into which they had entered. It also casts further light on Broadhurst's attitude 

to money or to his 'straightened' circumstances at the time. 

About the speculation. I can only say that there is a great 
promise of it being successful. No other parties have 
gone into it in the same way, and the party all well 
found in every respect. I am very glad to read that after 
all you wish it had been between ourselves only, because 
such was my opinion. I have not myself any knowledge 
of Mr Broadhurst, I never met him till you were about 
starting... there is certainly a great distrust of him 
here .. .! still think we should have been better without 
Mr. Broadhurst, who if he has no other disqualification 
was not able to pay his proportion, either on your side 
or on this, as I understand he was only able to pay you 
£150 instead of £200)30 

On 30 June, the vessel then left Fremantle and went to the 'Flying Foam 

Passage'. The passage, shown on figure 25, is 10 kilometres long by 2-5 

Kilometres in breadth with a depth of 5 and a half to 7 fathoms (10-15 

metres). It was, and still is, a rich source of shell, but was also subject to very 

strong currents. 131 From there, Broadhurst sailed across to the mainland in a 

130ibid., my emphasis. 
131 The Australia Pilot North. North-West and West Coasts of Australia. Vol. 5, (Hydrographer of the Navy, 
Taunton, Somerset, 1972), p.136 records that the passage is difficult due to the strong currents which at spring 
tides can reach 3-4 knots. This is totally un-swimmable and so strong as to make it impossible to send a diver 
down when the tide is running. Unless so heavily weighted as to be almost immobile on the bottom, the diver 
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whaleboat and arrived unexpectedly at Sholl's residence on the evening of 13 

August where he dined and slept overnight. Sholl noted from their discussions, 

that the diving venture on board Mary Ann had not been successful up till 

then.l32 

Figure 25 

The Flying Foam Passage, Dixon Island, and Nickol Bay. 133 

sent down in such tides would be 'streamed out' astern of the vessel to which s/he were tethered rendering work 
impossible and very dangerous. An example of the problem can be seen in the case of the loss of the Nellie in 
1872, where the diver could not get down to the wreck in the current. Henderson, (1989). op. cit. p.lIO. 
132 RIS, 13/8/1868, BL. 
133Australia, NW Coast, Approaches to Dampier Archipelago, AUS 741. 
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The reports on the attempt to uSe the 'apparatus' there vary considerably. 

One claimed that the 'strong currents created danger for divers' and that as the 

apparatus was designed for 'still water', it was unsuited for use in the North 

especially at the Flying Foam Passage, and could not be adapted to handle the 

conditions. 

The diver was, in the opinion of the correspondent, in constant danger of 

'being thrown off his legs' in the strong currents. Despite adding further 

weights to reduce his buoyancy the diver still could not maintain an upright 

posture on the sea bed or in the water and the chances of an accident were 

subsequently very great. 134 These dangers must have caused quite some 

consternation on-board and it was apparently due to the 'insubordination' of 

the crew the Captain had 'no chance of finding any bank' .135 Following these 

abortive attempts, it was noted that the diver, somewhat understandably, 'did 

not appear up to his work', and he was subsequently replaced.l36 

On the other hand, Sholl' s official report of the venture noted that there was 

a size limitation to the vessels considered suitable to engage in the fishery that 

in his estimate was exceeded by the Mary Ann. 

The cruise of the Mary Ann has, I regret to say, been 
very unsuccessful and I believe the charterers are 
convinced that a vessel of her tonnage is not adapted to 
the work. There was no chance of testing the utility of 
the diving apparatus for the simple reason that no shell 
bank was discovered in deep water during the cruise.137 

The need for experience in locating the submerged shell banks and the 

dangers in attempting to use diving gear from such a large vessel in strong 

currents or when the tide was running were effectively brought home to 

Broadhurst and his associates. In the light of the dangers and with apparently 

considerable opposition from on board, the attempt was soon abandoned. 

134 If the diver falls over or is held in a similar position by the tide, the air in the helmet can run through the 
suit to the legs causing the diver to invert and totally lose control. 
135 Perth Gazette. 25/9/1868,& 11/11/1868. 
136/nquirer, 24/2/1869 & 3/3/1869. 
137 Report of R. J. Sholl, in the Perth Gazette. 25/8/1868 & 12/111868. 
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Having failed in the attempt to use the diving gear, the vessel returned to the 

mainland on 25 September to load wool, passengers and shell. l3B While it was 

being loaded, Broadhurst went pearling in one of the ship's boats and returned 

ten days later after recovering 14 hundredweight of shell (c.711 kilograms).139 

Thus the results of the first known attempt with the diving apparatus on the 

North-West coast were very poor, especially given the costs and scale of the 

enterprise. The Mary Ann then left for Fremantle with Broadhurst on

board. 140 

Broadhurst and his partners had failed where others were to prove 

successful using Aboriginal 'divers'. 

In August 1868 for example, the vessels Pearl, Fairy, Industry, Nautilus, 

Albert and Chapman's Mary Ann arrived back at Butcher Inlet. All apparently 

used 'naked diving' or 'wading' techniques with successful results. They were 

joined by the Liberty and Pilots and by the Sydney vessels Kate Kearney and 

Coquette which had arrived at the fishery via Torres Strait and had been 

collecting trepang en-route.141 

Broadhurst's efforts were made doubly unnecessary as fresh beds could still 

be found if one was prepared to travel and in these circumstances the relatively 

very efficient 'dry shelling' methods could be applied. McCourt in the Argo 

sailed as far north as Camden harbour with Aborigines from the Robe River 

area for example. Though reporting good beds there, he was unable to exploit 

the find due to nine of their number 'absconding' at Cam den Harbour in the 

apparently mistaken belief that they were able to make their way home.142 

Despite the failure of this, the first known attempt to use diving apparatus on 

the Australian pearl fishery, Broadhurst realized that the gear had possibilities. 

He left the partnership with Dempster, Barker and Gull and was soon on his 

way back north, having 'bought down a boat and two hands' to undertake 

138 Erickson, op. cit., p. 117 and RJS, 25/9/1868. 
139 RJS, 5/10/1868, BL. 
140 ibid., 16/10/1868 and Erickson, op. cit., p. 117 
141 CSR 624/4 .• BL. Trepang, the sea slug or Beche-de-Mer was a much sought after delicacy. 
142 CSR, 646/173, BL. 
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pearling with the diving apparatus he had on board the Mary Ann. The gear 

was apparently a 'Heincke' system,143 a common form of 'standard dress' or 

'hard hat', which was similar in principle and operation to the English, French 

and other forms then being produced. 

Broadhurst called back in to Sholl's on 12 December 1868 and dined and 

stayed with him over two days before going on his way. A few days later Sholl 

went to the Mystery Landing at Cossack to go aboard the newly arrived 

schooner Pilots, 

for the purpose of inspecting the 'diving apparatus' in 
the possession of Mr Hughan ... a French arrangement. 

The Captain had gone pearling in one of the vessels small boats and Hughan, 

who had his wife and two children 'on board, showed the apparatus to Sholl, 

Broadhurst and Withnell who were also on board. The 'gear' was of a French 

manufacture and Sholl spent a morning 'attempting to translate Hughan's 

French instructions for use of the diving apparatus' .144 

In the context of the types of equipment being used at the time and 

Broadhurst's decision to use the H eincke system, this comment is of 

significance. Sholl's need to spend a morning translating the instructions, and 

the comment that the 'French arrangement' though 'differing somewhat from 

Broadhurst's' proved 'in every way adapted for the designed purpose' is of 

importance in the context of the development of diving apparatus and the use 

of the various forms in the Australian fishery. 

There is, on the basis of this evidence, a possibility that the gear was not 

Cabirol's and Denayrouze's apparatus shown in figures 20, 22 and 26 which 

was the French equivalent of the Heincke system used by Broadhurst. 

Hughan's system may have actually been the Aerophore, a device invented 

between 1859-1865 by the Frenchmen Rouquayrol and Denayrouze and shown 

in figures 21 and 26. 

143/nquirer, 14/9/1870. 

144 Inquirer, 24/2/1869 & RJS, 15/12/1868 & 22/12/1868, BL. This does not appear to be his own vessel. 
This is the schooner Pilots and his was the cutter Pilot. 
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Figure 26 

Siebe Gorman and Cabirol's {standard dress' 

showing the similarities between each and Denayrouze's dress in figure 20 

&22. Also evident is the contrast between these systems and the Aerophore 

shown here and in figure 21.145 

All this is of interest in the context of Broadhurst's decision to use the 

Heincke gear which, though similar to the Siebe Gorman gear and the 

'Scaphandre' of Cabirol, differed markedly from the Aerophore. The latter 

apparatus took the form of a metal canister containing around 30-40 litres of 

air under 25-40 atmospheres pressure which was carried on the divers back. It 

was kept charged by the use of a compressor operated from on board the 

'tender' but could be disconnected allowing unparalleled freedom to the diver 

until the supply in the canister was exhausted. A regulator similar in principal 

to that used on Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus (or SCUBA) 

today was also employed. It was claimed by the makers that a diver kitted, with 

145From Davis, op. cit., p. 579 & Michel. op. cit., p. 51. 
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what was in effect the forerunner to the Aqualung that is now in common use, 

could remain submerged for more than thirty minutes at a depth of ten metres 

and thus he was able to explore a large area of the seabed. In 1865, 45 sets of 

the apparatus were ordered for the French fleet and other Navies including the 

English Admiralty. It was also used to advantage in the sponge, coral and pearl 

fisheries in the Mediterranean. The makers claimed that, in those areas, the 

apparatus was considered superior in that it made the work easier, resulting in 

the collection of three times the usual take of sponges, less illnesses, less shark 

attacks, and increased the time able to be spent underwater. Not only were 

these advantages offered by the diving apparatus on each dive, but because the 

diver was encased in a protective suit, diving in the more inclement months 

was possible)46 In 1867, 1868 and 1872 the apparatus won a gold medal for its 

class at the Exposition Universelle, and a Company was formed for the 

purposes of utilizing the apparatus in sponge fishing. Though it failed due to 

resistance from the sponge fishers themselves and their masters there is a 

possibility that the Aerophore was being used by Hughan alongside 

Broadhurst's Heincke system in late 1868.147 Rather surprisingly, the 

Aerophore had a short underwater career and had virtually ceased being used 

by the mid 1870s. For reasons unknown, the principle was not resurr~cted 

until the Aqualung of Cousteau and Gagnan some 40 years ago. 

It can be seen from the above that, Broadhurst's choice of diving gear is a 

reasonable one, though he may have had little choice in the matter at the time 

and simply took the gear on-board Mary Ann with little thought to design or 

relative advantages. 

His decision to attempt to continue with the diving apparatus, despite the 

failure at the Flying Foam Passage was justifiable even in the context of the 

success that others were having with the local Aborigines. 

One advantage, common in most cases, to all forms of apparatus, and one 

which may have attracted both Broadhurst and Hughan in the first place, was 

146 Michei, op. cit., Cha 5. 
147 De LatH. P. and Rivoire, J. o op. cit, pp. 158-166. 168-170. 
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the protective suit. An analysis of sea and ambient temperatures in the region 

appear below, and it can be seen that in the colder winter months from April 

to July, 'naked divers' would have rapidly succumbed to hypothermia and the 

pearling season in the North-West became effectively limited to the period 

between the August of one year and the April of the next.l48 The protective 

suit that was common, or could be used, with all forms of 'diving apparatus' 

obviated the need to work only in the warmer months and could have proved a 

distinct advantage when the transition was made from 'dry shelling' or wading 

to actual 'naked diving'. 

As the cyclone season which fell between November and March, also fell 

within the pearling season itself it presented a grave danger and there was 

another good reason to prove the pr.acticability of the 'diving apparatus' with 

their protective suits. If the apparatus with the protective suits had been proved 

practical, diving could have continued throughout the winter months and the 

hot cyclone season could have been avoided as is the case today. The dangerous 

months could then have been used for the lay-up when boats and gear were 

repaired and the men rested. 

Despite the advantages and the possibilities of extending the season and 

avoiding the cyclones, both Hughan and Broadhurst proved unsuccessful in the 

application of the diving gear to the industry.l49 Given the concerns about 

cyclones that today see the months from November to March avoided by the 

pearlers, their failure comes as some surprise. On reflection it appears that 

cyclones were not the problem in this period that they were to become after 

the Aborigines left the industry around the turn of the century. In this early 

period the boats were working close to land and with local Aboriginals on 

148 The average sea temperatures for the Dampier region do not vary much more than 6°C. over the year. In 
summer they are around 29° and in winter they drop to around 23°. Pearce, A., 'Sea Temperatures of Western 
Australia'. in Fins Magazine, (Vol.,19 No. 2, March 1986), pp.6-9. Combine this effect with the marked drop 
in ambient temperature from a mean average (over the 12 years 1881-1899, night and day) at Cossack of around 
87<>P (30° C), in summer to around 67°F (19°C) in winter. Cooke, W.E. (Comp), The Climate of Western 
Australiafrom Meteorological Observations made during the Years 1876-1899. (Government Print Perth. 1901) 
From this evidence, it can be seen that the onset of hypothermia would have been rapid on those months in 
winter where the ambient temperature was low. 
149 IUS, 18/1/1869 &. 2/2/1869. Hugban was to claim that though he did not recover a great deal of shell with 
it, be was successful in using the apparatus. 
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board who were noted for their skill in predicting the weather, would have had 

a prior warning of any cyclone.150 This was sufficient to enable them to make 

for the nearest haven, and by this means diving in the cyclone season did not 

present too much of a hazard in the 18608 and 18708. Because Broadhurst and 

Hughan were unsuccessful in introducing the diving gear with its protective 

clothing, diving generally ceased over the cooler months and no one was 

disadvantaged by the 'lay-up'. 

In hindsight, it can now be seen that, their attempts with the apparatus were 

unnecessary at this time especially as the Aborigines were by then diving 

without assistance to 5 fathoms (10 metres) with good results.l 51 The Pearl for 

example, using traditional means in the same months Broadhurst and Hughan 

were experimenting with the apparatus, arrived in port with 6 tons of shell of 

a total of 48 tons recovered in this period.l52 

It is argued then, that by leaving in November 1867 and in not returning 

until June 1868, Broadhurst missed a crucial learning period in the industry. 

By failing to learn of such things he made what was on paper a justifiable 

decision with regards to the apparatus, but which was in reality an unnecessary 

and impractical scheme. At the time, the returns were much better in 

employing many unpaid naked divers (even without 'goggles'), in comparison 

to the fully equipped Europea.G. divers in the years when the shallow or 'dry' 

beds were still to be found. 

Though the apparatus allowed a clear look underwater, provided the 

protective suit and allowed a longer period underwater, it also had many 

disadvantages. It was expensive to purchase and to operate and required a 

number of men, some European and on a wage.153 It was bulky and restricted 

150 The Aborigines demonstrated their forecasting skills on a number of occasions in the North-West. Withnell
Taylor op. ch., Cha.xxi. 
151 Inquirer, 31/3/1869. 
152 CSR, 624/51, BL. 

153It was not until the apparatus was used on a large scale in the late 19th. century that the European divers 
were replaced by 'Malay's and then by Japanese. It is evident from the advertisements for diving apparatus that 
regularly appeared in the Western Australian press e.g Inquirer, 19/11876 and from the numerous references to 
the use of the apparatus in isolated instances with European divers before then that the gear was in use albeit on 
a small scale in the pearling industry for many years after 1868. The mid 1880s appear to be the time when 
diving apparatus began to be used on a 'large scale' in Western Australian waters. West Australian, 30/6/1886. 
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the movement of the diver underwater and the boat above. In strong tides, it 

proved especially impractical and even dangerous especially when compared 

with the ability of the naked divers to use the current to advantage and to 

enable them to cover large areas of seabed with ease. Almost all these 

problems can be seen from a close examination of the following illustration, 

showing a diver, the tender, two men operating the air pump and the 

subsequent lack of space on board. In the early phase of the pearling industry 

these disadvantages proved its downfall. 

Figure 27 

The deck of a small vessel with diver below showing the space occupied by 

the equipment and the men operating the gear. 154 

154Micbel, op. cit., p99. The hoses can be seen in the 'tender's' hands, there are two operators on the pumps 
and one at the bow seeing to the vessel which is underway. In the early stage of diving at Nickol Bay there 
would have boon a great deal of difficulty in learning the skills required to manage the boat and diver togethe( 
Naked diving was obviously a much easier and more efficient proposition at this time. 
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Broadhurst also apparently realized this, and March 1869 obtained half a 

ton of shell without the diving apparatus. In the following month the Pilots 

returned with Hughan on-board to report that they had 'not been very 

successful', obtaining only 4 hundredweight of shell (200 kilos) and that it had 

become 'too cold for the natives to work'. This signals that Hughan was also 

using naked divers and is further evidence of the limits to the season due to the 

onset of colder weather. Hughan was by then operating on quite a large scale, 

with 14 small boats each containing three European and six Aboriginal men.155 

Thus Hughan and Broadhurst appear to have realized that the use of the 

diving apparatus in the shallow waters in which the Aboriginals were able to 

dive was inefficient, and reverted to more traditional means as the season 

closed. On the other hand, they may. have actually been using the two methods 

together, deploying the naked Aboriginal divers and the apparatus as the 

occasion demanded. Hughan certainly appears to have done so and Broadhurst, 

though he appears to have been on a smaller scale, is expected to have followed 

suit. 

If such was the case then they are to be applauded for their attempts to bring 

efficiency to the industry by maximizing the time that could be spent 

underwater. Rather than be limited by the seasons or themselves on a bed that 

was only diveable without apparatus at low water springs and therefore 

unattainable once the tide came in, they could continue work with the apparatus 

untrammelled by time or tide. 156 

In the context of the possibility that Broadhurst may have seen the diving 

apparatus as a means of avoiding the abhorrent task of rounding up local 

Aborigines, it must be noted that it is doubtful that his decision was motivated 

by any other than monetary considerations and that the use of diving gear did 

not solve his labour problems. 

On 18 January 1869 for example, one of Broadhurst's sailors, a Mr. 

Ashwick left their camp on Dixon Island near Cape Lambert, (figure 12 & 25) 

155 Inquirer, 31/3/1869. 
156 The maximum tidal range in the area is 5-6 metres. See footnote 68. 
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and was reported mlssmg en route for Roeboume. On reporting his 

disappearance at Roeboume, Broadhurst's South-West Aboriginal assistant 

'Jimmy', was sent back to the location by Police Constable Francisco with two 

bottles of water. He found Ashwick's tracks and noted that he had become 

delirious, shed his clothing and finished up walking around in circles till he 

expired. The body was brought in for a funeral which Broadhurst did not 

attend. Sholl took Broadhurst's and Jimmy's statements and in his statement on 

the death, and Broadhurst noted that Ashwick who was 'on trial as a sailor' had 

a difference of opinion with J. McLaughlin, Broadhurst's diver. Ashwick 

subsequently left the island to walk over the shallows to the mainland where he 

set up camp for the night. Broadhurst twice requested him to return, but he 

refused and stayed on with the intention of walking the next morning towards 

Cossack. According to Broadhurst, Ashwick was of 'sulky morose disposition 

and apparently deficient in intellect'. He was informed that it was dangerous to 

attempt the journey, and though offerred food and water refused to receive it 

and left.157 The matter did not end there, for a petition of 22 local pearlers was 

presented to the Resident Magistrate. The petitioners complained in the 

interests of 'justice and for the security of life in the district' at the lack of an 

inquiry over the Ashwick business and inferred, very strongly, that the 'real 

cause' of the man's death was not known and that there was some serious 

wrongdoing in the incident. Broadhurst's part in the supposed wrong-doing is 

not known, as nothing was stated in the petition on the matter.158 

The Ashwick incident, when combined with Sholl' s comments on the demise 

of Broadhurst's 'Swan River Native, Harry' two years earlier, does engender 

an unsubstantiated suspicion of Broadhurst.159 Also adding to this is the fact 

that a 'Swan River Native' in his 'employ' absconded in February 1869.160 It is 

not known whether the Aboriginal man was with Broadhurst in the pearling 

industry or at the Maitland River with his shepherds and flocks. Again, though 

157 CSR. 646/141, BL. 
158CSR, 647/102, BL. 
159See page, 127. 
160Inquirer, 24/2/1869. 
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there is an element of doubt in the incident, Broadhurst's labour relations again 

come under scrutiny as deficient in some regard. On the other hand, there are 

other substantiated indications that he was not one to physically abuse people 

and that he actually cared for the plight of the Aborigines. 

In the context of his inquiry on the Ashwick case, for example, Sholl had 

noted that 

Broadhurst told me that some of the pearlers were in the 
habit of taking native women away and he named 
Coppido as the principal offender. He said the natives 
were so exasperated that loss of life would be the 
result ... 

The situation worsened as time went by and as the pearling boats increased 

in size and number. By late August 1869, the comparatively huge Sydney 

boats, the 72 ton Coquette and the 133 ton M elanie with a crew of 60 were 

noted with their 'Kanaker' (sic) crews scattered along the coast apparently in 

smaller boats as far east as Roebuck Bay.l61 Their crews were causing mayhem 

amongst the local Aboriginal tribes, prompting further calls for the licensing 

of vessels involved in the fishery and to put the pearling 'on a proper 

footing' ,162 

The 1868/1869 season in which these depredations were occurring, closed 

around April, and Broadhurst who remained in the area, then attended to his 

pastoral interests on the Maitland River. ill June 1869, he became very ill with 

fever and was expected to die. After six weeks of illness, he recovered partly 

through the ministrations of Dr Mayhew, Sholl and his wife Mary.163 

Broadhurst recovered by August 1869 in time for the next season but 

worked away from the eyes of the diarists and officials. As a result little is 

known of his activities in this season, though he apparently worked east of 

Nickol Bay near Condon and the DeGrey River as concerns were held for his 

'boat' in a storm that hit the region in February 1870.164 This was to be the 

161 ruSt June ~August 1869, BL. 
162 Inquirer. 29/9/1869 & Henderson (1989), op. cit, p.90-92. 
163ruS. June 1869, BL. 
164ruS. 13/2/1870. 
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first of many instances in his career that his life was in jeopardy and it 

highlights the personal risks taken by men such as Broadhurst those times. 

The fears for his safety were unfounded however and by March his boat, 

possibly the Mermaid, and another belonging to a Mr Paterson, off-loaded two 

tons of shell at Butcher Inlet.165 

This was the largest 'catch' known to have been recovered by Broadhurst, 

and may have been most welcome as his finances were in a bad way at this 

time. Evidence of this surfaces immediately after Broadhursf s near fatal 

illness which lasted through June and July of 1869, and in which Sholl and his 

wife played no small part in his salvation. After he recovered, Broadhurst 

called on Sholl at the end of August to inform him he could not repay £12 he 

had previously borrowed. It is inconceivable that Broadhurst would have 

deceived his long standing friend Sholl in these circumstances and it is also 

significant that he was not able to repay him until late October 1869.166 

Further evidence of his inability or unwillingness to pay his dues appears in an 

unspecified summons against him in mid December indicating that he was still 

working in the area and still being sought for payment by others. 

Broadhurst also located extensive and rich pearl beds near Condon at this 

time, and with this and his two ton 'catch' he would have finished the season on 

an optimistic note.l 67 

The season ended in April or May as usual and Broadhurst, who would have 

been attending to his sheep in the layover, left the district by Waterlily on 22 

June 1870 for Fremantle. Whether the season was good for Broadhurst is not 

known, though indications apart from his two ton 'catch' are to the contrary. 

165By deduction from Sholl's diaries and his Occurrence Books of 23/4/1870 & 25/4/1870 respectively, RJS, 
BL. 
166 RJS,31/8/1869 & 20/10/1869. 
167Broadhurst to Shall?, 14/4/1871, CSR, 697/110. 
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(c) Broadhurst with the Adur and the 'Volunteer' Aboriginal ConyiQi 

Diyers 

The new season of 1870/1871 opened around August 1870 with 'around 20 

vessels under eight tons' at work. The pearlers were by now finding it more 

difficult to acquire Aboriginal labour due to the number of boats in 

competition for their services and due to the ravages of smallpox which was 

now having its tragic effect throughout the district. To make matters worse, 

there were 30 boats operating by the following November and each required at 

least three Aborigines to help make up the crew. 168 

The pearler F. McRae in writing to his sister noted that 

Almost everyone has gone out pearling... satisfactory 
wool prices but the cost of getting it out eats up the 
profit ... The pearl shell fishery looks much better now 
than it ever did before as pearlers have got the natives 
to dive in deeper water for the shells 169 

In the context of his rich find of the previous season, Broadhurst decided to 

operate the diving equipment for the third year in succession. He realized the 

need to operate in conjunction with the naked divers in the previous season, but 

in the belief that the local Aborigines 'lacked courage and energy' ,170 he 

applied to interview Aboriginal prisoners from the Rottnest establishment with 

a view to enticing them to volunteer for service in the pearl fishery. He visited 

the Island on 23 August 1870 and was successful in obtaining 18 volunteers 

despite the fact that a number of them were 'perfectly aware' that their 

sentence would expire during the season,171 Two other prisoners also joined 

for service in Grant's schooner Dawn making a total of 20 prisoners to board 

the small 16.3 metre, 25 ton, two masted schooner, Adur which Broadhurst 

had leased,l72 possibly in partnership with the vessel's master a Mr Christie. 173 

168 Inquirer. 3/8/1870 & 23/11/1870. 
169 F. McRae to his Sisters 2/10/1870 & 2/8/1870, BL Ace. 289a. 
170CSR, 697/110, BL. 
171 CSR, 678/54, BL 

172 Broadhurst is noted in the local press as owning the vessel, but an examination of the Register Documents 
show that it was never in his hands and was owned at this time by a J.S. Spurling. Register of British Ships at 
the Port of Fremantle. op. cit. Calling the charterer the owner was not an uncommon practice, McKenna, pers. 
corn. 
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There was at the time a prohibition on the use of 'white' convict labour in 

the 'North District', and to seek the services of their Aboriginal counterparts 

was a logical progression.174 The precedent had long since been set. Padbury 

and others, including Broadhurst, had used Aboriginal convicts in their earlier 

pastoral pursuits. Broadhurst had also secured the services of the Swan River 

Aboriginal 'Jimmy' for use in the pearling industry in the previous season. 

Though a logical progression in view of the negative attitude toward the use of 

'white' convicts and in the light of the belief in the superior capacity of 

Aborigines to 'see' shell, the development was not received with unanimous 

approval. A correspondent to the Inquirer, writing under the pseudonym 

Vigilans attacked the venture in the strongest terms, denouncing the venture as 

'heartless ... unjust, [and] illegal'. F~ars were expressed for the safety of the 

prisoners under 'Broadhurst and Company' who as members of the pearling 

fraternity were considered to be a pretty bad lot. It was also stated that the 

situation was made doubly dangerous for, if the Aborigines were to stray from 

their employ, they would have found themselves in potentially very dangerous 

areas amongst hostile tribes with little chance of survival. 175 

Despite the outcry, the venture went ahead unimpeded, and the Adur 

cleared Rottnest on 21 September for the pearl fishery.176 The vessel called in 

at Champion Bay (Geraldton) twelve days later, and there, five aboriginals 

'belonging to' Broadhurst and one of Grant's men escaped.l77 All were 

originally from the area. The Adur proceeded on to Nickol Bay and arrived 

on 9 October where a further four Aborigines absconded and 'asked the way to 

Champion Bay'. They created quite a stir at the settlement, stealing sheep and 

otherwise creating havoc till apprehended. One man 'Billy' when charged with 

173When Broadhurst refused to pay his shepherd, Mr Atting, his wages, after he found him absent from his post 
at the Maitland River, Shall advised Atting to proceed against Christie the master of the Adur. As further 
indication of some business partnership between Broadhurst and Christie, when the pastoralist Malcolm 
MacIntosh proceeded against Christie for failing to deliver a ton of flour as agreed, Broadhurst contributed 
towards the master's costs. rus, 5/4/1870 & 11/10/1870. BL. 
174 

175 Inquirer, 5/10/1870. 
176 ibid., 678/93. 
177 rus, 10/10/1870, BL. 
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absconding, stated that he did so 'because he had not enough to eat' ,178 

Broadhurst, who indicated that he would prefer not to bring charges against 

the escapees, then saw tWo of his potential labour force brought to trial and 

'transported' back south to twelve months hard labour. 

Despite these set-backs, Broadhurst moved off to the pearling grounds at 

Bannangarra 179 which lies just east of Mt. Blaze, near Cape Keraudren which 

is shown on figures 24 and 28)80 There he employed both the Aboriginals and 

a European 'apparatus' diver named Edward Thompson, together or 

individually, as the conditions suited.181 
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Broadhurst's base at Bannangarra, 

which lies between Mt Blaze and Cape Keraudren.182 
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178ibid., 12/12/1870. 

179Spelt :in many ways in the records : Barangarah, Barringarrah, Banningarra, Banangara, Barrangariat, 
Banangarra. etc. The word is most probably Aboriginal and the variety in the spelling is an indication of this. 
Bannangarra is used here in text as it is the spelling most used by RJ. ShoU, e.g. CSR, 714/158, 714/37. 
18~ Australia Pilot. op cit., p. 130, notes the following under the heading of MOUNT BLAZE: A Sandhill 
18 Metres high is situated on a rocky point having two rocky islets on either side .. .immediately west of Mt. 
Blaze there is a sandy bay which appears to be shoal. The west entrance point of this bay, 12 miles west of Mt. 
Blaze forms the North entrance point of Condon Creek ... a landing place ... another ... at Condini in Mangrove 
Creek 6 miles west. 

181 Broadhursl to Col. Sec., CSO 727/33, BL. 

182Australia. NW Coast, WA. Lacepedes to Bedout Island. Western Sheet AUS 325. 
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Thus Broadhurst was to attempt use the diving apparatus for the third time. 

Despite his previous failures, the press voiced their confidence in him, and 

stated that he had earlier introduced 'one of Heincke's patent diving apparatus 

to fish in parts unaffected by tide', and though he had found 'difficulties in 

working it to advantage, it was no means a failure'. They concluded on the 

optimistic note that, as he had a know ledge of large areas of the coast 'yet 

untouched' by other pearlers, a well suited vessel and a good opportunity to 

prove the worth of the apparatus, he had a 'good prospect' of success. 183 

Unfortunately the weather conditions proved difficult during this season for 

Broadhurst and his men. The heavy rains of December saw an outpouring of 

discoloured water from the rivers rendering the water very dirty. A storm on 

Christmas day saw the loss of one vessel with two men on board, and the 

grounding of four other vessels at Butcher Inlet. The storm was of such a 

force that the infamous hotel in the hulk of the New Perseverance was pushed 

further up the creek by the seas, obstructing traffic. Further to the east at Mt 

Blaze, further destruction was noted, including the loss of 2 dinghies owned 

by 'Vithnell and the grounding of a cutter. 

Broadhurst noted at the end of the season in April 1871, that it was, 

the most unfavourable one ever known on this pearl 
fishery, being little else but a series of gales from the 
commencement. 184 

To make matters worse, while the Adur was at Bannangarra, five more 

Aboriginals, three of whom featured in the fracas at Roeboume, staged 

another escape attempt. The Resident Magistrate then conducted an 

examination of the causes of their discontent. The police conducting the 

investigation found from the Aboriginal's Warder, a Mr Dawson that, they 

were 'determined on escaping ... the cause of their absconding is fear or the 

water'. On the other hand, the Aborigines said that they left because they 'did 

183 Inquirer. 14/9/1870. 
184 CSR, 691/110, BL 
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not have enough to eat and did not like their occupation'. When asked if the 

wished to return to the Rottnest prison however, they stated that they preferred 

to stay on board the Adur. 

The evidence is conflictory, but when considered in the light of the Kenman 

case following and Broadhurst's comments on the value of the convicts as 

divers, it appears that Broadhurst was quite humane in comparison to many 

others. When the Adur called back at Butcher Inlet in late January, Broadhurst 

called in the evening on Sholl to borrow a cart in which to transport Kenman 

or 'Blackie', one of his sick convicts, for medical attention.l85 He took tea and 

left Sholl' s residence before dawn to bring the man in from the vessel. Kenman 

was in intense pain suffering from an unspecified disease and the aftermath of 

a gunshot wound inflicted in a skirmish with the police that occurred before he 

was imprisoned at Rottnest Island. At 7.30 pm, Broadhurst arrived back with 

the stricken man, who after rallying for a brief period after Sholl's 

ministrations, died the following evening.186 

When questioned by Sholl on the desire of the other convicts to escape, 

Broadhurst stated that they had received more than the 'rations scale and as 

much as they could eat' and placed part of the blame on the inability of the 

warden to control the men. This statement was confirmed by the police and it 

(l.ppeared that the warden had been assaulted and had complained that the 

conduct of the convicts was very bad. Broadhurst was later to write to the 

Colonial Secretary recording his 'deep regret' that the volunteer Aboriginal 

convicts had, 

turned out perfectly useless as far as diving for shell 
goes. I have tried every plan that kindness or ingenuity 
could suggest but all to no purpose ... some of them can 
dive well enough. They appear to be thoroughly 
frightened of salt water. I must say, I am sorely 
disappointed for having found them so useful on shore 

185 The Man's Aboriginal name was spelt Kenman by the European officials, 'Blackie' or 'Blakey' was the 
name used by the Europeans in preference to his actual name. 
186 rus, 28-31/1/1870, BL. 
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Broadhurst also tried to shame them by working them together with six local 

Aborigines from the same boat. Though the Southerners were severely 

ridiculed by the locals, and thereby encouraged to prove their worth, the 

stratagem failed. Broadhurst's use of Aboriginal Convict labour was, in his 

own estimate, not a success, though his treatment of the Aborigines, and his 

attempts to entice them to work when they failed, seemed moderate in the 

context of the times. The claim that he did not feed his assigned convict 

labourers was not substantiated. The convicts desire to leave his employ appear 

to have emanated from an understandable desire by Southern people not used 

to the sea to avoid the water. His attempts to shame 'his' convicts into diving 

and to 'use every plan that kindness -and ingenuity could suggest' are a stark 

contrast to the violent and reprehensible efforts of many others. The failure of 

the convicts on-board Adur and Broadhursfs statement that, in his opinion, the 

local Aborigines, lacked 'courage and energy' may be directly related to the 

methods he used in a season when others were clearly succeeding in the areas 

in which he had been. 

As the season began to close for example, the other boats such as the Dugout, 

Fortescue, Morning Star, Aurora and Amateur came in, reporting good 

results from the newly opened stretch of pearling ground between Condini 

Creek (near Condon) and Bannangarra where Broadhurst had been. Around 20 

tons were obtained in the 'last two tides' leading up to 27 April, Le just as the 

unsuccessful Broadhurst was leaving. 18B Much of this 'catch' was loaded on 

board the Mary which left the North on 10 May with a cargo of 39-40 tons of 

shell, which at £170-£210 per ton represented a return of £6-7000. Also on

board were £1-1500 worth of pearls.189 

187 CSR 697/110, BL. According to Dr!an Crawford of the W.A. Museum, 'There is debate about the extent to 
which the Aborigines of the South took to the water and on the whole it seems that it was not part of their 
cultural tradition.' Crawford. Pers. Corn. 
188 Here indicating that the 'divers' were still using the relatively large fall of tide to their advantage and that 
'shallow' beds were still available. 
189 RJS April/May 1871, BL & Inquirer 31/5/1871. 
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On 28 April 1871, having failed in his endeavours with the Adur, the 'divhlg 

apparatus', and with the Aboriginal Convicts, Broadhurst sailed south for 

Fremantle. Soon after arrival, Adur was sold by her owner, Selby Spurling, 

signalling the end of Broadhurst's lease and leaving him without a vessel.190 

In commenting on the season with the Adur and the Rottnest Island convicts. 

Broadhurst indicated that, though it had been a failure it further confirmed his 

belief that the beds, he found in the previous season were 'very extensive and 

very rich'. He also stated that it was only a question of 'labour and capital' to 

develop these rich beds)91 

In that context, he then left for Europe after spending a short time with his 

family. 

As an indication of his own realization of the failure of his efforts as a 

pearler up to that time, Broadhurst was to state in a letter to the Colonial 

Secretary, while returning from Europe to the pearl beds, 'I hope we shall 

make it successful this time. I think I am entitled to it.' 192 

(d) Pearling and the SS Xantho 

Secure in the knowledge of the 'very rich' and 'very extensive' beds he had 

found and convinced that 'labour and capital' were the keys to their successful 

exploitation, Broadhurst arrived in England around September 1871, just as 

the 1871/1872 pearling season at Nickol Bay commenced. 

The 1871/1872 season, was in his absence, to prove a very good season. The 

tonnage of 'boats' and of the returns was steadily increasing and shell was 

fetching an unprecedented £125 per ton at Port Walcott.l93The returns to the 

end of January 1872, about half way through the season, showed that 31 vessels 

averaging about 10 tons and ranging from 1 to 56 tons were in operation. Also 

in operation were 52 'boats or dinghies'. In all, 127 tons of shell were 

estimated to have been collected in the season to that time, to an estimated 

190Adur, Register of British Ships, McKenna Notes, op. cit. 
191Broadhurst to Sholl?, 14/4/1871, CSR, 697/110. 
192 Broadhurst to Col. Sec., 25/10/1871, op. cit 
193CSR, 714/18, BL. Sholl records that it was difficult to obtain the quantity of the shell recovered and as they 
were not always weighed estimates only were obtained. 
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value of £15,875. It is likely that Broadhurst would have had men working in 

the industry while he was absent, though no supporting evidence has been 

found. 

While overseas, Broadhurst went to Glasgow and there he purchased a 

second hand, iron screw steamer, the Xantho and fitted it out to a cost of 

£4,500. 

It appears that he had plans to capture the trade in shell from the North-west 

to London via Batavia and Singapore. According to his letters, which are 

reproduced in part following, he had acquired the services of agents who were 

connected to his family at both Singapore and Batavia and had a buyer in 

England willing to purchase any shell he could land in Singapore. With this 

and the newly found beds in mind in mind, the purchase of a steamship capable 

of navigating around the waters of the north-West with its difficult harbours 

and notorious tides, seemed a sound notion indeed.194 

Broadhurst then sailed in the vessel from Glasgow via Queenstown (Cobh) in 

Ireland, with Captain Ernest Denicke as Master. In a letter to the Colonial 

Secretary from that Port dated October 25 1871, he stated that he 

I have gone to a heavy expense already £4500 and 
it will cost a good deal more before I reach my 
destination ... You know my opinions on your pearl 
fishery well enough. I have often said it was only a 
question of capital and labour. The first I have put into 
it the second I will find before I reach Port Walcott. My 
Captain is a thorough concologist [sic] ... takes great 
interest in expeditions of this sort I have good agents in 
Singapore and Batavia( connections of my own 
family) ... One of the largest shell buyers in England will 
buy every shell I can get by telegraph from Singapore, 
so I think I have done my part pretty well and thank 
God. I am entirely on my own account ... .I would 
never have entered into a heavy speculation like 
this by myself. 195 

194port Hed1and, where he established one of his pearling bases for example, was considered a 'beautiful 
harbour, completely land-locked', but was not suitable for sailing vessels in anything but perfect conditions. 
Hasluck, (1928), op. cit., p. 264. 
195 CSO, 1185, 1182/527, BL. 
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The decision to employ Denicke, as both master and an experienced 

conchologist was a sound move.l96 In doing so, Broadhurst was no doubt 

attempting to avoid the earlier he mistakes made in the industry by employing 

Denicke and in using his expertise. Denicke also may have influenced 

Broadhurst in his decision to apply from Ireland for a lease to Shark Bay for 

the purposes of harvesting the shell there.197 

By applying for leases as far afield as Shark Bay, and in carrying five boats 

and whaling gear, Broadhurst indicated that he was intending to expand his 

activities with the SS Xantho in the pearling and other fisheries. A large labour 

force was obviously required for this undertaking. In the light of his attitude 

towards the local labour force, the failure of the Rottnest Island Aborigines 

and their propensity for escape, Broadhurst decided to actually employ 

indentured 'Malay' labourers who were not only to be paid a wage, but were 

also to be transported home at the expiration of their contract. The idea may 

have come from a Captain Cadell who was then using 'Malay' labour for 

pearling out of Shark Bay and in the North-West pearl fishery. Whatever lead 

him to the decision, Broadhurst was to follow suit and take many 'Malays' into 

his employ. He was for a time to become the chief employer of 'Malays' on the 

coast. He planned to use the Xantho as the connecting link between his bases at 

Shark Bay, Bannangarra and Port Hedland and as a transport for the 

indentured 'Malay' labour between the two fisheries and their homes. He also 

intended to use the vessel to carry shell to Batavia (Jakarta) for forwarding on 

to Singapore and Europe. Not only did he intend using the vessel in this 

manner, but when not required, he intended to use it as a trading vessel as the 

occasion allowed. Thus, the relatively high costs of operating the SS Xantho 

could be recouped. 

The source of Broadhurst's capital in making the purchase and in the fitting 

out of the vessel is not known. Some indication that it was not from the profits 

of the pearling industry appear in the closing of his letter to the Colonial 

196Conchology : The science oc study of shells and shellfish. 
197CSO, 1185, op. cit 
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Secretary asking for the lease to Shark Bay and to islands in the Nickol Bay 

region. Broadhurst wrote that he 'had a long kicking about', that his wife Eliza 

'has had hard times of it' and that he hoped to see the Colonial Secretary again 

'in better circumstances than when I saw you last'. Here are clear indications of 

the personal impact of Broadhurst's previous failures and of their financial 

repercussions. This analysis is supported by the many references to his failure 

in the industry .198 

Whilst en route for Fremantle in the newly purchased vessel, Broadhurst 

called in to Singapore where one of his 'agents' was situated and then 

proceeded on to Batavia to the other agents. There he engaged an unspecified 

number of 'Malay' divers and continued onto the pearling grounds at 

Bannangarra. Here was a safe harbour, with two and a half fathoms of water at 

low tide, sufficient even for the SS Xantho, arguably the largest vessel to be 

employed in the pearling industry up to that time. The bay, was 'all but 

landlocked', and was an ideal location, protected from all but northerly winds 

and with fresh water obtainable from a 'strong' spring in the inter-tidal 

zone. 199 There, on a sandy patch about five kilometres south east of Mt Blaze 

itself, Broadhurst established a camp with a house. He later planted about 300 

coconut plants in order to feed his 'Malay' divers. The plantation was situated 

near a small fresh water lagoon within a kilometre from the landing.200The 

area was considered a far better port than nearby Condon where a town-site 

was planned and to where the Resident Magistrate was urged to go and set up 

in residence during the pearling season.20l 

The SS Xantho remained at the pearling beds for about a month, during 

which the stores that were carried for the camp were off-loaded and the 

'Malays' would have been sent diving under Broadhurst's managers, a Mr. 

Wood at Bannangarra and a Mr Letchford at Port Hedland.202 Whether 

198 As his father died in April 1859 and his mother died in October 1865 they do not seem to have been the 
source of his money. His source of finance has been discussed in the earlier section on the DPPC and is 
examined again in the section devoted to the SS Xantho, following. 
199 CSR, 714/98, BL. 
200CSR. 714nO. 
201CSR, 714/57 & SDUR, B8n97a, BL. 
202 See section on 'Malay' and Aboriginal divers, following. 



207 

Broadhurst had his managers in operation before he arrived back on the coast 

and whether he actually employed the SS Xantho as a 'mother boat' for the 

smaller boats, housing the divers and carrying shell, is not known, but is 

highly likely. In April, towards the end of the pearling season, the SS Xantho 

with Broadhurst aboard, left for Fremantle. 

While there, Broadhurst indicated that the Xantho would be used for general 

work in the coastal trade and on the pearling beds as the occasion demanded.203 

The vessel returned laden with cargo and passengers to the North arriving at 

Nickol Bay in July. 204 They then apparently went on to Bannangarra for shell 

and from there proceeded to Batavia where Broadhurst had his 'agents' .205 

Before he left, Broadhurst would have tried to cram his holds with his shell 

and any other that he could obtain for sale through his connections. He also 

went to Batavia for more 'Malay' labourers, alterations to the vessel's 

accommodation and for coal. They then returned to the N orth-West coast 

around August, carrying not only 'Malay' labourers and 'Malay seamen, but 

also stores and goods for sale in the colony.206 Apparently, the Xantho then 

worked out of Broadhurst's stations at Bannangarra and Port Hedland, 

servicing the needs of his work-force for around a month after the season 

began before returning to Port Wa1cott in early October. On his arrival, as 

some indication of his standing in the local pearling community, Broadhurst 

headed a petition of the pearlers for a more efficient postal service out of the 

newly named town of Cossack in Butcher Inlet,207 He also informed Sholl that 

'none of the pearl boats had done anything', indicating that his efforts were 

suffering along with the rest. 

On 19 October, the Xantho left Nickol Bay for Fremantle via ports. 208 En 

route, they called in to the Flying Foam Passage where his men were working 

203 Broadhurst to Col. Sec. In/1872, CSO 727n6, BL. 
204 rus, 22161871&14n/1871, BL 
205 Broadhurst to Col. Sec., 25/10/1871, op. cit. 
206 Broadhurst eventually imported 140 'Malays'to Western Australia, all for the pearling industry. CSR, 
752131, BL. 
207 CSR, 714/131, BL. 
208 rus, 14 & 16/10/1872, BL. 
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some newly found pearl beds. When the tide was 'out' it sat on the sea bottom, 

as was the custom in the region, and remained in that state, possibly high and 

dry, till the next high tide.209 This may have strained the ageing vessel. 

Up to this point, Broadhurst had done well with a speculation that would, if 

all went well, would have given him a major stake in the cartage of shell from 

the north to Batavia and from there to Singapore. He was also in an excellent 

position to utilize the vessel in the cartage of men and goods for the pearling 

industry to and from the islands to the north. In addition, the Xantho would 

have also proved a vital link between Broadhurst's own interests in Nickol 

Bay, at Bannangarra, Port Hedland and at the Shark Bay fishery. He had the 

confidence of the Resident Magistrate at Roebourne and of the officials 

Perth. With his steamer, a link and transport to the North, there were clearly 

opportunities for the development of lucrative partnerships in all the associated 

industries, especially pearling. He had apparently overcome the problems 

concerning the supply of coal and with agents in Batavia and Singapore 

prepared to take his shell he appeared set to succeed. When not needed for his 

own purposes, Broadhurst was in a good position to utilize the vessel in the 

coastal trade between Geraldton and Busselton, and to and from the northern 

ports and the Straits Settlements. 

Disaster struck soon after however. In a run of ill fortune, following hard 

on his failures with the 'diving apparatus' and with the Aboriginal convicts, the 

Xantho abruptly sank in November 1872 whilst on a trading voyage out of 

Port Gregory. Thus Broadhurst's bold speculation with the SS Xantho in the 

pearling industry came to a premature and very costly end. 

Broadhurst then went south to attend to business. He returned north on 31 

January and left with Sholl to examine activities at the rich pearling bed 

recently discovered at the Flying Foam Passage where their divers were 

operating. 21 0 

209 Report of Enquiry into the loss of the Xantho. (See Following Chapter). 
210 RJS, 29/1/1873-6/2/1873, BL. 
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Broadhurst had two groups of divers, 'Malays' and Aboriginals, at work 

together in the rich and difficult Flying Foam Passage. There, others including 

Sholl's men were doing remarkably well. Despite this, Broadhursfs men were 

failing dismally. 

(e) Broadhurst and the use of Indentured 'Malay' Labour 

Before closing this section on the pearling at Nickol Bay where Broadhurst 

is noted for his unsuccessful experimentation with men and machines, an 

analysis of his use of indentured 'Malay' labour at considerable expense is 

required because it is with this group that he was to later prove so 

spectacularly successful in Shark Bay despite their failure as divers in the 

north. 211 In examining, Broadhm:sfs use of indentured 'Malays' in the 

industry out of Nickol Bay, some understanding will be had of the reasons for 

his failure with them and of his dependence on his managers in such ventures. 

It has been said that, 

... wherever nomadic socIetIes crumbled or were 
destroyed, an immediate consequence was a severe and 
chronic labour shortage, leading to the importation of 
labourers from abroad, often in servile conditions.212 

In this context, a Mr Howlett of the Venus was to experiment with 'Malay' 

divers brought from Batavia in early 1871 just before Broadhurst arrived in 

the SS Xantho. Howlett had earlier travelled to Batavia selling stock, and in 

seeing diving in progress, was led to bring back eight 'Malays' on his second 

trip.213 At around the same time the notorious 'blackbirder' Captain Cadellleft 

in the Water Lily to Macassar for the same purpose. Cadell on his return from 

the north in 1872, established 44 'Malay' men at Condon and an unknown 

211 As an indication of the costs involved as opposed to using Aborigines, in February 1874, Broadhurst 
obtained the services of a Mr Amedi a 'Malay' at 20 guilders a month with rations supplied for one year. CSR, 
809/44. The guilder at the time was considered the equivalent of a florin or two shillings (24 pence) and there 
were 10 guilders to the pound. Streeter, op cit, p, 162. On the other hand, a contemporary report indicates that 
200 guilders was worth £16-13-4, or one guilder was worth 20 pence. Inquirer, 17/1/1876. Thus Broadhurst 
appears to have been paying his 'Malays' £20-£24 per year plus food and lodging and a trip home at the end of 
their employ. 
212 De . 27 noon, op. Clt., p. . 
213 Praagh, L.V., The Great North West and it's Resources, (Praagh and Lloyd, Perth, 1904) 
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number at Shark Bay. The results of the experiment with imported 'Malay' 

labour were 'anxiously awaited' by those at Roebourne. Opinion was clearly 

divided on the matter though it was generally expected that they would 

equal our natives' ,214 

Broadhurst's failure with the diving apparatus and with the Rottnest Island 

'volunteer' Aboriginal convicts saw him abandon these two avenues in favour 

of 'Malays.' He was not on his own in seeking to do so, for around this time it 

was claimed that the 'general opinion' was that 'native labour must be 

supplemented by Malay labour' ,215 The idea may have come from the 

successes of the 'Kanackers' or Pacific Islanders used on-board the Sydney 

boats Coquette, Melanie, Kate Kearney in 1869-70. They were noted as having 

proved successful, though the Aborigines were acknowledged as the 'best 

shellers' as they were more 'keensighted' ,216 As evidence of their ready 

adaptability to these waters, by April 1871, it was noted that those 'Malays' 

that had been imported after this period were doing well.217 

On his return in the Xantho, Broadhurst obtained a number of 'Malays' in 

the 'Straits Settlements' and left 40 of them in the care of a manager to 

continue shelling and to establish the camp at Bannangarra. Howlett, in the 

Clarice of only 15 tons, also brought 22 Malays to the pearling grounds. Such 

was their desire to avail themselves of the opportunity for employment1 they 

apparently raised no complaint about the obviously cramped voyage.218 

In an attempt to provide his men with a reasonable diet, and no doubt to 

profit from the supply of the fruit, Broadhurst successfully applied for land at 

Bannangarra on which to establish the coconut plantation mentioned earlier. In 

allowing his request, a nominal annual rental of £1.0.0 was to be set with a 

pre-emptive right of selection. As an incentive, he was to be entitled, at the end 

of 10 years, to the free grant of as many 50 acre lots of land as he had by then 

214 Inquirer. 8/3/187l. 
21Sde la Rue, op. ch., p.77. 
216Perth Gazette. 29/9/1869. 
217Inquirer, 26/4/1871. 
21Sibid. 
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planted with trees in 'good condition' of at least 5 years of age, provided they 

covered the area to the extent of 20 trees to the acre. 

By which a great benefit may accrue to the district 
generally, this being entirely a new industry and one 
peculiarly and particularly essential now so many Malays 
are being imported for pearl shell diving. 219 

As an indication of Broadhurst's expected return from the venture, a Captain 

Tucker operating on the Eastern seaboard of Australia hoped to secure a 

return of £6000 per annum from a plantation of 40,000 trees in the late 

1880s.22o 

Despite this, problems were to surface with Broadhurst's and other 'Malays' 

from the beginning.221 

Soon after arriving in the SS Xantho, one of Broadhurst's 'Malays' was 

seized with cramp while in the water at Bannangarra and subsequently 

drowned. Denicke, the master of the Xantho, claimed that the 'Malay' who 

drowned was in the company of others in the water and though he could swim 

well was apparently 'seized with a cramp' and sank without trace.222 Seven of 

Captain Cadell' s men died of scurvy at this time. On 30 April, Broadhurst and 

a Mr Anderson registered their disquiet about Cadell's methods to the Resident 

Magistrate. Broadhurst declared that Cadell's 'Malays' were insufficiently clad. 

Though most of the 'Malays' were fed enough to sate their hunger, fruit and 

vegetables were not supplied and scurvy soon manifested itself. To complete a 

very sorry picture of events at this stage, a further six of Cadell' s men were 

lost, presumed drowned, whilst attempting to sail, with their equally famished 

European manager, in four boats to Port Walcott. They had left their camp in 

search of provisions when 50 kilos of rice that had been supplied to them by 

Broadhurst, to help tide them over, was consumed. The missing men later 

219 SDUR, Bsn97b., BL. 
220 B . . P 66 am, op. elt., . . 
221 CSR. 714/57-9. BL. 
222 ibid. 
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turned up at Broadhursf s camp where they were 'received and rationed' by his 

manager. 

In investigating the problems at the 'Malay' camps, Sholl reported that those 

in the employ of Mr. Howlett were all well clad and well fed, though three had 

rheumatism and scurvy. Cadell's men were thinly clad, but on the whole 

looked healthy, having access to sufficient rice but their supplies of other 

foodstuffs was considered inadequate. Sholl was advised by the Colonial 

Secretary to hold an enquiry into the death of each 'Malay' and, as much as 

was in his power, to ensure that they were carefully treated, well housed, 

adequately fed and clothed. The matter proved difficult to pursue however, as 

it was only under the Shipping Act of 1854, that a master of a ship was bound 

to ensure that his men had sufficient~medicines or provisions. The provision of 

food and clothing was not covered in the Master and Servants legislation unless 

a breach of Contract could be shown. To complicate matters, in many cases, 

the agreements made between the 'Malays' and their masters could not be 

produced. 

The answer clearly lay in the full time presence of officialdom on the 

pearling grounds as a deterrent to the poor treatment at least. Though 

requested to establish himself at Condon during the season, Sholl successfully 

resisted and the excesses continued unabated in the many isolated areas away 

from his influence.223 

Broadhurst also had his share of the problems with the 'Malays'. In 

November while he was en route Fremantle in the Xantho, a party of seven of 

his 'Malays' stole one of his boats and left their base at Port Hedland.224 They 

departed, according to their manager, a Mr. W. Letchford, without rations or 

stores. A similar number of Broadhurst's men stole a boat from the Flying 

Foam Passage and departed for home. 

More seriously, a party of 36 men, not connected to Broadhurst, stole the 

schooner Gift with violence and sailed for home raising fears for the personal 

223 CSR, 714/57, 89, 98, 101, BL, 
224 'bed 168 1 1 ., p. . 
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safety and for the property of the Europeans on the coast. 225 This led to even 

greater concerns in official and other circles and a visit from the police to the 

various camps was made in November 1872. Broadhurst was on board the SS 

Xantho at this time en route to Fremantle and the subsequent report of a 

Constable Glover casts light on operations at Bannangarra under his manager 

and on the prevailing opinion of Broadhurst's 'Malays' as divers. 

On my arrival at Barrangarrah [sic], I visited 
Broadhurst's Malays at their camp .. .! looked through the 
various rooms and found them very clean. There were 
several Malays in the sick bay mostly bad with the VD . 
The manager Mr. Wood seems to perfectly understand 
their cases ... disease brought from Batavia. 

The Malays have not the slightest idea of either 
swimming or diving being completely out of their 
element in the water. I witnessed a specimen of their 
diving on board Albert in 2 and a half fathoms of 
water ... not the least surprised at their getting drowned. I 
shall not be surprised to see the whole of the Malays 
thrown on the hands of the government before long as 
the pearling cannot keep them in rations. 226 

Broadhurst had by this time on his own account landed 140 'Malays' on the 

coast at a cost of over £10 per head.227 Many would have been for other 

pearlers, though at least half were for his purposes. As indicated, they were 

housed at Bannangarra under his manager Mr Wood, and at Port Hedland 

where their manager was a Mr Letchford. If they were as bad as the report 

above indicates, the costs of transportation and their wages were to be a large 

outlay for such poor results, and Broadhurst's decision to employ them without 

first ensuring that they could dive appears very naive and ill-considered. What 

also emerges from this is the apparent difference in the treatment meted out by 

Mr. Letchford, Broadhurst's manager at Port Hedland and Mr. Wood at 

Bannangarra. At the one place there were clean rooms, a sick bay and 

apparently no desire to leave, while at the other there was clear evidence of 

some problem as evidenced by the number making their escape. Similar 

225 ibid., pp. 99-159. 
226 ibid., p.l68. The Albert was not one of Broadhurst's vessels. 
227 CSR, 752/31, BL. 
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evidence of discontent manifested itself at the 'Flying Foam Passage', though 

few details of the incident are known. The apparent difference in the various 

situations raises the question whether Broadhurst allowed his Managers a free 

hand and to what extent he involved himself in their affairs. Such 

considerations later arose at Shark Bay in the vastly differing treatment of the 

'Malays' by Broadhurst's nephew Daniel and the previous manager, a Mr 

Smith.228 

Despite the problems Broadhurst was having with them, the use of 'Malays' 

grew dramatically and reached its peak around August 1875. At the beginning 

of the 1875/6 season, Sholl boarded 22 large vessels which were mainly from 

Kupang and Macassar. On board the vessels were around 75 white men, about 

770 'Malays,' an unspecified number of Port Essington Aboriginals, 17 

'Chinamen', 24 women and a few children.229 

The much publicized activities of Captain Cadell then began to cause 

problems for all the employers. In September 1874, for example, the Flower 

of Yarrow was forced back to Singapore finding it impossible to obtain divers 

in the 'neighbouring islands'. Similar problems were encountered on board the 

Pearl, Twilight and Mazeppa at Solor and Alor. Cadell was held to blame for 

the fact that English vessels were being 'shunned' in the islands. Amongst other 

dark deeds he left 27 men on Barrow island while he went back for more and 

word of his activities was 'abroad over the whole archipelago' .230 Sholl 

promised to examine the station on Barrow Island where he understood Cadell 

had a boat, white men and 'Malays.'231 Calls were made for the apprehension 

of Cadell, but by then he was firmly ensconced at Shark Bay which was 

according to Sholl 'out of my reach if not out of my jurisdiction'. The abuse of 

the 'Malay' labourers was eventually resolved not by the Colonial Government, 

!ut by the Dutch Governor General at Batavia. In August 1875, he enacted 

legislation that effectively put an end to the importation of 'Malays' for a 

228See section on Shark Bay following, where Broadhurst was accused of mis-treating his 'Ma1ays' in this 
'od. 

~9 CSR, 809/183, BL. 
230 CSR, 782/98, BL. 
231 'b'd 100 1 1 ., p. . 
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number of years. The legislation required the signing of an agreement by both 

parties before the Harbour Master, and provided for a penalty of 200 florins, 

the equivalent of £16-13-4, in case of a failure to return of anyone man to his 

home. 232 As security, a deposit of 200 florins per man, was required, before 

they would be allowed to embark for the voyage to Australia.233 The 

legislation was promulgated without warning and some pearlers found 

themselves in the islands without the necessary security and were forced to 

return empty handed. Despite the inconvenience, the regulations were 

considered 'wise and humane' regulations by the Governor in Western 

Australia. They also led to the near abandonment of the use of 'Malays' on the 

North coast. In 1874 there were 225 'Malays' employed in the fishery, in 1875 

there were 989, in the following year none, and in 1876 there were only 24 in 

the industry.234 

(t) Broadhurst's Divers Compared with their Peers 

In the light of Broadhurst's decision to experiment with the 'Malays' after 

the failure of his experiment with the Aboriginal convicts from the south, it is 

interesting to contrast his results with other peariers in the area. Given that his 

men were working on beds where others were also diving and given tha~ they 

were using the same techniques from similar boats, it is reasonable then to 

discount such variables from this analysis and to compare Broadhurst's men 

directly with the others around. Because he failed with his divers without any 

apparently extenuating circumstances, such as having too large a vessel, as was 

the case with the Mary Ann, or because he was wasting valuable time and space 

with the diving apparatus, or because he was experimenting with Aboriginal 

convicts from the South, questions are then raised as to why Broadhurst's men 

were to consistently prove unsuccessful. Maybe he was too harsh and did not 

2321nquirer, 1911/1876. See also Section on Shark Bay following. 
233 Votes & Proceedings (V &P) of the Legislative Council (l975),Correspondence Relative to the State of 
Affairs on the North West Coast and the Treatment of the Malay and other Labourers employed in the Pearl 
fishery. BL. 
234 V &P (1880), Report by the Government Resident at Roebourne on the Pearl Shell Fishery of the North
West Coast, BL, p.471-2. 
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feed or treat them well enough, as Streeter claimed was the cause of some 

instances of poor results in the fishery.235 The desire of some of Broadhurst's 

Aboriginal and 'Malay' men to abscond supports this notion. On the other 

hand, other evidence tends to indicate that this was not the case, and that 

perhaps he was too 'soft' by contemporary standards and his men attempted to 

abscond through fear of the water and other causes. The author leans towards 

the latter conclusion, but without firm indications either way, the issue cannot 

be satisfactorily resolved and the matter is clearly open to debate and 

interpretation. 

In the context of this analysis of Broadhurst's decision to hire' Malays' in the 

first place, there is general agreement, on the relative superiority of the local 

Aboriginals over the 'Malays' as divers. Streeter was to note some years later 

that though the 'Malays' were 'tractable ... quick to learn ... pleasant,' they were 

not the equal of the aborigines who 'cannot be beaten' for finding shell and 

who were 'unequalled in the world' for 'powers of endurance. '236 Broadhurst's 

failure to capitalize on the 'find' at Flying Foam Passage in early 1873 appears 

largely due to the unsuitability of his 'Malays' .237 Thus Broadhurst's decision 

to use them as divers was to prove another costly mistake and added to his 

failure with the diving apparatus, the Aboriginal convicts and the SS Xantho in 

a growing list of business failures, 

The failure of Broadhurst's 'Malays' at the Flying Foam passage is 

documented by Sholl who was to pay his first official visit to the fishery 

there. 238 The account makes interesting reading not only in the light of 

Broadhurst's failure, but also as an insight into the pursuit of the fishery up till 

that time. 

When Sholl and Broadhurst were abreast Delambre island en route Port 

Walcott for the Flying Foam Passage, Sholl recorded in his personal diary that 

235 Streeter, op. cit., p.lS7. 
236 ibid. 

237 This account appears in ShoU's diary and occurrence books. rus 612/1873-9/2/1873, and in his official 
report of 2813/1873 as Government Resident CSR 752/58-63, BL. 
238 ibid. 
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many boats were sighted on the western side of the passage, figure 25,239 

Broadhurst's and Brown's 'Malays' were seen diving out of other boats nearby. 

Further down on the east side of the passage were other boats such as the 

Adur. with 28 Aboriginals who had recently been brought on board, and the 

Amateur with 13 of Scott's 'Malays' on-board. The 'Malays' had apparently 

been brought over on the Xantho during its last voyage. As the tide was out, 

most of the large vessels were lying aground. According to Sholl most of the 

diving was being conducted in 'about 6 and a half fathoms' (12 metres). Sholl 

counted 24 'large boats', 47 smaller boats, 291 Aboriginals and 134 'Malays' at 

work and then went ashore to inspect the land encampments. There he found 

about 50 'followers' which gave a total population of around 550 at work in 

the Flying Foam Passage when they arrived. A Mr Nicolai was ashore 

attempting to cure the flesh of the oyster for the Batavia market, which at an 

anticipated price of £40 per ton, Sholl did not think would prove a viable 

return. Also ashore was a Mr. Clifford awaiting the return of his boat that had 

been stolen by 7 of Broadhurst's 'Malays' in a bid to return home. 

The returns were good for some, with Pilots returning 134 'pairs' in 4 

hours. Robert, the elder of Sholl's two sons was commanding a dinghy which 
, 

normally operated with six Aboriginals, but was reduced to diving with five as 

one had a 'headache.' Despite being shorthanded, they still recovered 173 

'pairs'. Horace Sholl was also successful with a return of 129 'pairs' which at 

an average of 2 and a half pounds (about one kilo) weight per 'pair' made a 

total for one morning of 755 pounds (340 kilos) weight. In The elder Sholl's 

estimate, this was worth £37.15s, and at that price was 'not a bad mornings 

work' .240 

According to Sholl, those six 'Malays' operating in the service of Mr. Brown 

were doing 'fairly well' and those employed by Scott 'did well'. In contrast, 

Broadhurst's men 'had not got a single shell after several hours diving' on the 

day Sholl and Broadhurst arrived. On the next day Broadhurst's divers were 

239 The personal. diary provides more infonnation than his official report. 
240ruS, 61211873-9/2/1873. 
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more successful, recovering 30 'pairs', though 25 of these were credited to the 

Aborigines on board leaving the 'Malays' with a disastrous take of five 'pairs' 

of shell. This compares very badly with the returns above, though Clarke's 

return for the same day was 60 'pairs' and the Albert returned 24 'pairs' of 

shell. These are more in line with the returns of Broadhursfs men, though as 

an indication of their almost singular inability to dive, Sholl was to preface his 

remarks on the successes all round with the words 'even Broadhurst's Malays' 

got 30 pairs' .241 

The total being removed daily was estimated by Sholl to be around 3 tons. 

The 'Malay' and Aboriginal divers were reported as, 

... kindly treated, well fed ... healthy... active and 
cheerful... with few invalids ... no disease of a serious 
nature (except) influenza and rheumatism.242 

Sholl noted in his official report, that there were usually six native divers in 

each dinghy alternating above and below water with an occasional rest period. 

They worked for about four hours and most of the divers entered the water 

feet first, though 'two or three plunge head first'. As they rose from the 

bottom, the dinghy was rowed across to them and they were taken on board, 

'not at all distressed' and willing to 'chaff' the 'Malays' with whom they 

apparently worked well together though the Aborigines considered the 

'Malays' an 'inferior people'. 

There were some good divers among the Malays but 
many of them either could not or would not bring up 
shells. On the whole the natives were superior. Their 
eyesight is more keen, their knowledge of the ground is 
better, they are better swimmers and are more cool and 
collected. 243 

Here is further evidence of the experience required in order to 'see' shell 

underwater without visual aids. It is also indicative of the time those without it 

241ibid. 

242csR, 752/58-63. BL. 
243ibid. 
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had to spend in becoming familiar with the techniques and with the water. The 

same problem occurred with Broadhurst's use of the Aboriginal convicts from 

the south. 

Once diving finished, the smaller boats returned to the larger vessels where 

those 'lads' too young to dive cleaned the outside of the shell with a tomahawk. 

The contents were then inspected and the shell was packed on deck to dry. 

Once ashore the 'coloured' men carted the shell to the 'whites' who prepared 

the shell by trimming the edges and packed them in alternate layers of 'flat' 

and 'convex' shells in 'hogsheads' which took an average of 5 hundredweight 

(254 kilos) and sometimes more when well packed. 

This visit by Sholl to Flying Foam Passage occurred in the first week of 

February when 'the yield was good'.~ By the time of the writing of his official 

report at the end of March 1873 the supply had 'diminished' indicating the 

rapidity with which beds were abandoned. Several boats had moved elsewhere, 

some to the west of Nickol Bay or further still to the Exmouth Gulf, and 

others east to Condon or to Peedamurra near Port Hedland and a few went 

much further. 

The 1872/3 season finished around April 1873 and for Broadhurst it was 

clearly a disastrous one. The Xantho was lost and the 'Malays' had proved 

useless as divers at the Flying Foam Passage and at his base at Bannangarra.244 

This combined with his failure in the Mary Ann and Adur, with 'diving 

apparatus', with the 'Malays' and the Aboriginal 'volunteer' convicts to cause 

him to abandon the Northern grounds and his coconut plantation, and to 

concentrate completely on Shark Bay)45 Here pearls could be had in a place 

where diving skills in the work force were useful but not essential to success. 

244 See Chapter on 'Malays' above. 
245 Inquirer, 8/10/1873. 
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(Hi) Pearling at Shark Bay 

The possibilities offered by the Pearl Fishery at Shark Bay were noticed by 

the early explorers such as William Dampier who named the Bay in 1699 and 

by others at the beginning of the nineteenth century such as the Frenchman 

Hamelin who recovered large quantities of the pearl oysters and a small pearL 

246 In 1850 a Lt. Helpman was requested by the colonial government to 

examine the beds and to obtain samples 'either by dredging or otherwise.'247 

He reported that most of the shallow banks he searched contained shell and that 

more were 'procured by dredges in deep water,' though not one pearl was 

found in the 500 shells opened. At Cape Leschenault where the shell was larger 

and cleanerLlielpman noted that the beds lay in 2 feet of water and in less than 
-~---.'-< 

., "'~-

two hours they haeC obtained 3000· pairs by hand without deploying the 

dredge.248 The findings were noted in the local press.249 Lt. Elliot, the officer 

commanding the detachment of soldiers sent to protect the beds and the guano 

deposits lying nearby, was instructed to prevent any unauthorized removal of 

the shelL Samples were then sent to London for valuation and Elliot continued 

assessing the extent of the deposits and succeeded in recovering one pearl about 

the size of a pea.250 The oyster there was noted for the quantity of pearls 

contained within, rather than for the size and thickness of the shell as was the 

case at Nickol Bay. The pearls were small and of varying shades of gold or of 

a dark hue rather than white, or nearly so as was the case further north. They 

were seen to have some commercial value at the time and Captain Scott, who 

applied for the lease of the nearby Guano deposits, indicated that the firm of 

Gibson, Murray, Dyett and Company with whom he was involved were willing 

246 Sheperd, op. cit., p. 9. 
247 CSO Letterbook 1850, Vol 30. no. 24, BL. 
248Extracts from the Official Reports and Proceedings of Lt. Helpman RN commanding HMS Champion at 
Shark Bay. 5/1111850, Exploration Diaries, Vol. 4, BL. 
249 Inquirer, 151111851,6/2/1851 and the Perth Gazette. 201611851,21110/1851. 
250 CSO Letterbook Forwarded. Vol. 30/114 &Vol. 31/217, BL. 
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to enter into an agreement with the government to lease 'one or more banks' of 

the pearl oysters.2S1 

Figure 29 

A Shark Bay pearl oyster and a quantity of pearls.252 

(full size) 

A lease for the whole of Shark Bay was granted to the group for two years 

with an eighth of the proceeds to go to the government on the proviso that 

once they ceased operations the lease would expire. A lease had by then been 

granted in London by Earl Grey, British Secretary for the Colonies, to the 

firm of Cottesworth, Wynne and Company. 

After some hiatus the Shark Bay pearl fisheries were declared open to the 

public and it was decreed that no duty or royalty could be paid except by 

ordinance.253 

Elliot reported that he had received a number of requests from masters to 

work the grounds and noted that a boat (believed to be the Pelsaert of Gibson 

251 Sheperd. op. cit., p.ll. 
252Prom Tay tor, M.L. The Pearling Industry o/W.A., 1850-1985, (Fisheries Education Publication, No.3, 
1985) 
253 Battye, (1924), op. cit., p.220. 
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Murray and Dyett) was on its way to commence work.254 The 'Blue Book' of 

statistics for the Colony in 1851 shows that only one boat was working the 

grounds in 1851, but the returns were ni1.255 As the shell was not in great 

demand and the pearls suffered a similar fate little was heard of the fishery, 

though it appears that it was occasionally worked on a small scale by others 

such as Captain Cadell who introduced dredging as an efficient means of 

harvesting the shell in 1870.256 

Ca) Broadhurst and the Shark Bay Pearl Fishery 

On 25 October 1871, whilst en route Fremantle in the newly purchased SS 

Xantho, Broadhurst applied for the lease to the Shark Bay pearl fishery. In the 

application, Ernest Denicke, the master of the ill fated SS Xantho, is described 

as a 'thorough concologist' (sic) and may have influenced Broadhurst in the 

decision to apply for Shark Bay and to harvest the 'famed oriental pearl. '257 

I beg to apply for the lease of Sharks Bay for the term 
of seven years under any regulations that your 
government may think fit to grant it. I want the lease 
for the purpose of getting pearls from the Sharks Bay 
pearl oyster. This fishery as far as I know is lying 
undeveloped and uncared for. From the information I 
have received here and from what I know of Sharks 
Bay, I believe the place is worth a good trial and if your 
Government will grant me a lease on any fair terms, I 
will give it one. My idea is to take it subject to a royalty 
of _ [unspecified] percent on its gross net proceeds ... .I 
am not going to the expense of developing it and then 
having other people coming to get the benefit of it.258 

254 Sheperd, op. cit., p.13. 
255 The 'Blue Book', op. cit., 1851, BL. 
256 Inquirer, 8/10/1873. 
257 Ibid. 31/12/1873. The shell, species Pine/aria alhioo albina is smaller than that obtainable further north, 
larger specimens only 113mm-126mm., pearls varying from a pin head size to 3mm. diameter. Though smaller 
in shell and pearl size, a greater proportion of shell contained pearls. Taylor (1985) op. cit., p.6. The West 
Australian, 21 November 1988 notes that a company, ·W.A. Pearls', was hoping to multiply (x5) the value of 
each of it's cultured pearls at Monkey Mm in Shark Bay by chemically changing them from yellow to white 
indicating that the 'oriental' pearl is not favoured by buyers today. 
258 Broadhurst to Col. Sec., 25/10/1871, CSR 1185/1182, Acc 527, BL. 
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In an inter office memo, Malcolm Fraser the Surveyor General made the 

following comment on Broadhurst's letter seeking the lease of Shark Bay 

I think some concessions might be advantageously made 
by His Excellency here, .. .I would give Broadhurst easy 
terms until the industry is started. The shell is inferior 
to that from farther North, being almost unsaleable. The 
pearls alone are valuable.259 

The Colonial Secretary then apprised the Governor of the situation and 

handed him Broadhurst's letters in the hope of facilitating an interview 

between Broadhurst and the Governor on his visit to the North-West in HMS 

Cossack. 

The proposed meeting did not take place due to a misunderstanding over the 

expected time of arrival of the Xantho at Nickol Bay and Barlee, the Colonial 

secretary, wrote to Broadhurst in explanation during February 1872.260 The 

sympathetic tone of the letter reveals the prevailing official attitude to 

Broadhurst. 

259 ibid. 

Your venture is a large one and deserves success and I 
shall be greatly disappointed if it does not turn out to be 
such in every sense. You have had a hard struggle but I 
have seldom known one who has persevered as you have 
and not succeeded in the long run. The Governor has 
desired me to assure you that he is prepared to further 
your views in every legitimate way that he can and to 
render you any assistance in his power. ... 
At Sharks Bay some concessions may advantageously be 
made to you and his Excellency is prepared favorably 
[sic] to consider your application ... At present Mr. Von 
Bibra is the only person in its vicinity. I presume you 
are aware that shell is inferior to that farther North, the 
pearls however are valuable. 

260 Ibid. Containing a copy of CSR, 50/1529. Barlee to Broadhurst 5/2/1872, BL. 



Figure 30 

Shark Bay 

showing the guano islands, Faure Island and Useless Inlet 261 

~l'" 
. ) 

41 
i) {.w.::: 

/1 , 

UURALI.~~'!:.. 
::;0 

:> ::h 

47 

J(I 
./l<.y~)iltiHg Ch{·u·t N~ l05S 

2.) 

I 

.~' n /1 R ]{ !> 

fi 
(; 

as.... H a 
,Ci l1"/''/():,''ft! 

11 

JI 
31 

,I 

10 
JO :J 8 

BA 1056. 

11 

Il 

/l 
11 

.'1 ." /1 

.'1 11 
Ii 

" 11 

.'J 

,,1 
!l t) .'1 

n .?!} Ii 
8 

224 

,/(1 10 ZiJ 

,; 

,; 

fl 

.'1 

" 1 !; :;h 

. t'. 

i ) ,. ,", .. ,,',,"" 



225 

Broadhurst clearly intended to open the Shark Bay fishery in conjunction 

with his pearling and pastoral interests at Nickol Bay, for in applying for 

Shark Bay he applied at the same time for the lease to three islands the 

Nickol Bay region. The SS Xantho was to be the link between these centres 

but it sank in November 1872, leaving him again in a difficult financial 

position and without the means to link his widespread endeavours. He clearly 

did not have the funds to purchase another vessel with which to re-establish 

himself in the pearling industry on the scale that he was operating with the SS 

Xantho. He was unable or unwilling to pay the crew of his sunken vessel the 

£600 owing as their arrears in wages for example, and received a great deal of 

public approbation for having failed to do SO.262 To compound his problems, 

the prices being asked for vessels suited for the pearling industry were then 

quite high. The schooner Flying Squirrel for example, fetched £1000 at 

Fremantle in expectation of being involved in the pearl fishery. Such a sum, 

though only a fraction of the outlay with the steamer, was apparently well out 

of the seemingly impecunious Broadhurst's reach after his disastrous losses. 

Broadhurst was in a difficult position. His European, Aboriginal and 'Malay' 

divers had all failed in their endeavours and he did not have the capital 

required to obtain a vessel suitable to service his interests in the Nickol Bay 

area. He also had a large work-force of 'Malays' at his disposal. The answer 

lay, in his estimate, in concentrating on Shark Bay where Captain Cadell, a 

known importer of 'Malay' labour for the purposes of pearl fishing, was 

operating.263 

Cadell was busy working the pearl grounds, probably at Useless Inlet, in 

Shark Bay to advantage as the following excerpt from the Inquirer of October 

1873 shows. 

262See Section on ss Xantho, following. 
263See Following. Cadell was involved in many activities from the Murray River in South Australia along the 
East coast, across the top and in the North-West He was a remarkable and very controversial man. Bain, op. cit., 
p. 28-9 contains a brief resume of his career. 



It is true that for a few years previously one or two 
individuals had in a desultory manner worked this 
fishery without considerable outlay, and therefore 
obtaining proportionately small returns; but we may 
date the era of its prosperity from the arrival of Captain 
Cadell in Sharks Bay in the Water Lily about three 
years since from Melbourne. He it was who introduced 
dredging, which had hitherto been a failure; and one or 
two good parcels of pearls from Sharks Bay having 
realised a fair price in London about this time attention 
was excited; Malays were brought into the bay, the coast 
natives of the vicinity, who were qualified as divers 
being few; dredging became the fashion. 264 
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Broadhurst subsequently proved very successful and, as a result, the Shark 

Bay Pearl fishery and he were to receive a great deal of attention in the local 

press in the latter part of 1873. Broadhurst and his manager a Mr Smith, a 

mariner who he brought with him on-board the SS Xantho from Batavia, were 

virtually eulogized in language reminiscent of the effusive tones used to 

describe the heroes of a gold rush. 

and now we are startled by the announcement of one 
gentleman-Mr. Broadhurst- receiving as the proceeds of 
one month's fishing, no less than one hundred ounces of 
pearls worth at least £2500. Than Mr. Broadhurst no 
man better deserves his present success. He has been an 
energetic speculator, undaunted by adverse results. He 
failed to make his exertions profitable at the North
West Pearl fishery but was not thereby deterred from 
proceeding to England and purchasing the steamer 
Xantho, which ... foundered. Once more indomitable 
perseverance gained its reward; he removed all his 
Malays to Useless Harbour. and now the results of 
patient determination appears to have been attained.265 

Another correspondent recorded that the fishery was astonishingly 

productive, and that in the time he was there 320 ounces of pearls had been 

harvested. 266 The prices for the 'famed oriental pearl' ranged from £10-£15 

per ounce, and with that price it was noted that 'almost everyone has done 

264 Inquirer, 8/10/1873. 
265 Inquirer, 8/10/1873, My emphasis. 
266 ibid 
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well' .261 Broadhurst with a return of around £2500 was doing best of all as 

would be expected from the man with the most men and boats at his disposal. 

Of the 46 vessels operating in the fishery at the time, there were 39 cutters, 

two schooners, three luggers, one whaleboat and one junk. The largest vessels 

were John Watson's 15 ton Charon, the four ton junk Saupau, owned by W. 

Holmes. and a six ton cutter. The others ranged from five tons down to three 

quarters of a ton. Von Bibra had four cutters and a whaleboat ranging from 

three quarters of a ton to two tons, Aubrey Brown had four cutters ranging 

from one to five tons, Captain Cadell had the three luggers which ranged from 

four and a half to three tons, and most of the others had one vessel each. One 

of these was a Charles Wedge (presumably Broadhurst's colleague) who owned 

a two ton cutter. Broadhurst in contrast owned the largest fleet which 

comprised seven cutters. They were all relatively small, the largest at two tons 

was the Shenandoah and the others Alabama, Florida, Talahassy, Stonewall, 

General Lee, lefferson Davis, were each of one ton. He also had two other 

vessels operating as pearling vessels, the dinghies Xantho and Pearler.268 

It appears that at this stage diving was undertaken, where possible, from 

November to March and at other times dredges were used. The boats 

apparently dredged under sail when conditions allowed. When conditions were 

adverse they would anchor and the dredges were hauled in by hand. The 

dredges of the period were described as, 

of a triangular shape,the frame of which is of iron over 
which is loosely spread a strong net fastened to a scraper 
on the bottom. With this the beds are dragged,269 

Those Europeans employing the Aboriginals and Malays generally sent them 

out in the boats alone preferring to remain on shore, though a number of boats 

were worked solely by Europeans. In regards to crew numbers it was noted 

that 'three being the usual complement for a cutter'. The local Aborigines 

'equally with the Malays became good divers', but the 'Malays' were 

261 ibid, 31/12/1813, 
268CSR, 151/191-208. 
269 Inquirer, 21/8/1813, 
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considered 'more industrious' and better employees.27o Here are indications 

that diving was practised in the industry at this time. As the beds were often 

shallow and not subject to the sort of currents and problems that were 

encountered in the North-West, even Broadhurst's 'Malays' may have proved a 

success underwater. 

Broadhurst with the largest fleet and as the chief employer in the region 

with about 75% of the total number of 'Malays' at Shark Bay at his disposal, 

was subsequently the most successful in an enterprise which required more 

hard work than skill. He subsequently received his share of the adulation this 

time from the special correspondent to the Inquirer : 

One person -Mr Broadhurst- will receive 100 ounces to 
increase his 130 by the Dawn; and I cannot pass this 
extraordinary take of 230 ounces in so short a time 
without saying a few words of the able management of 
Mr Smith (Mr Broadhurst's representative here), at 
Wilyah Miah. At this spot he wisely concentrates his 
whole force of about 70 Malays besides whites and 
natives .... treated very kindly ... have plenty of cooks to 
wait on them and have vastly improved in appearance 
since coming here, as I leam.271 

In another account of the achievements of Smith, Broadhurst's 'enterprising 

and indefatigable' manager, it was. noted that a small jetty and stone breakwater 

had been established at Broadhurst's 'station' and that he (Smith) spared 

'neither labour nor trouble in improving the condition of the Malays' in 

regards their housing, health and in lessening their work. The 'substantial 

wooden houses' that he had, or was in the process of erecting for them, were 

contrasted with 'the dirty low hovel termed a Malay hut' .272 This situation 

mirrors that at Broadhurst's former base at Bannangarra under his manager 

Mr Wood. In doing so, it raises the question whether Broadhurst himself had a 

hand in such matters as he was clearly willing to pay the costs of such superior 

accommodation. 

270/nquirer,29/10/1873. 
271/nquirer,8/10/1873. 
272Inquirer, 29/10/1873. Following Laurence's report. 



229 

While the press was eulogizing Broadhurst, his manager Mr Smith and the 

successful returns from the pearls, they also expressed the hope for the 

successful continuation of the speculation with the shell. In July, while all this 

was going on the Pearl Shell Fishery Regulation Act of 1873 had been 

promulgated in an effort to restrict the abuses of the Aborigines employed in 

the pearling industry as a whole)73 In September, at the request of his 

superiors, E.M. Laurence, the Resident Magistrate for the Greenough region 

visited the Bay to examine the conditions and to rectify any problems there. 

Policing was required to enforce such an Act, and in the same month, the 

Northern District Special Revenue Act, 1873 was promulgated.274 This allowed 

for the imposition of an export duty of £2 per ton on all shell except that from 

Shark Bay. It also required the licensing of vessels engaged in the industry in 

order to cover the costs of an inspector.275 

In his report, the Resident Magistrate noted that there were 50 Europeans, 

80 Aborigines and 110 'Malays', based in tents and wooden huts at four camps 

on an eight kilometre stretch, called Wilyah Miah, on the eastern shores of 

Useless Harbour near its mouth. There was no natural water there and it had to 

be transported from a source nine kilometres away. The pearlers activities 

were, at the time of the report, largely confined to Useless Harbour on a bank 

extending about sixteen kilometres north from the mouth of the inlet. The 

results there proving so good that the exploration of other banks reported by 

the local Aborigines was not envisaged until a drop in the catch required a 

reassessment. Though he expressed the opinion that it would be 'rash' to 

speculate on the future of the industry, Laurence expressed the hope that other 

banks of shell existed elsewhere in the bay.276 

He also issued licences to the pearling boats under the terms of the newly 

proclaimed Special Revenue Act. A total of £263 was raised from the licensing 

of the vessels. This was strongly opposed by the pearlers as the fees were fixed 

273Pearl Shell Fishery Regulation Act of 1873, 37 Victoriae. No .• XI. 24n/1873,. 
274 Northern Districts Special Revenue Act, 37 Victoriae No. X. 24n/1873. 
275 Carmody. op. cit., p.28. 
276 Report o/EH Laurence. RM., Greenough 27/9/1873, published in the Inquirer. 29/10/1873. 
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at £1 per ton to a minimum of £5 if the vessels were under 5 tons. Broadhurst 

with seven cutters and two dinghies was liable for £45 in licence fees, a not 

inconsiderable sum for the time. Von Bibra, the owner of a station on nearby 

Dirk Hartog Island (and in his absence his son), was appointed to act on the 

government's behalf. 

In the meantime, the 'glowing' press reports were widely read and a 

population explosion of additional 600 or 800 people was expected after the 

end of the North West Pearling season. Many pearlers worked both Shark Bay 

and the Northern fields. Sholl's own sons, Robert and Horace for example, 

engaged 25 'Malays' some of whom were working at Shark Bay and the others 

out of Cossack.277 

By the end of the year it was to be stated that, 'pearling as pursued here is 

unquestionably more easy and I will say far more profitable than a gold 

field' .278 Vessels began to arrive in considerable number and even an English 

vessel Flower of farrow, which was operating on the North-West coast, also 

appeared on the scene. 

Broadhurst was very busy in the industry. By February 1874 he had 

established a well stocked store, one of only two in the fishery.279 

There is also evidence of the growth of his fleet at this time, and his near 

demise whilst out pearling. This comes in the form of a report of March 1874 

indicating that his previously unrecorded cutter, Rover, sank in South passage 

and another of his fleet, the similarly unrecorded cutter, Amelia, capsized 

almost drowning Broadhurst and his assistant. Broadhurst was lucky to survive 

this incident and was reported to be still suffering from the accident some 

weeks later. The vessel had apparently capsized some time previous drowning 

both men on board.28o 

277 Kimberley, op cit, p. 49. The settlement in Butcher Inlet at Tien Tsin Harbour (port Walcott) had since 
been named Cossack, and the name Tien Tsin has regrettably dissappeared from the maps and charts. 
278 Inquirer. 3/12/1873. 
279Inquirer, 8/10/1873, 3/12/1873, Herald, 1/2/1874,28/2/1874. 
280 Inquirer. 13/5/1874. Henderson (1988), op. cit, p.263, also claims that he was operating the 'Smack' Cock 
of the North at this time. 
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As with the case of the SS Xantho , it can be seen that Broadhurst took the 

same risks as his men. Indications of his ability to see opportunities also arise 

here. It has often been said in the context of the goldfields, that shops and 

hotels ultimately provided the most lucrative return. The Shark Bay fishery 

was likened to a goldfield and Broadhurst saw the potential in the supply of 

merchandise and food. 

A further indication of his flair is the speculation he made with the 

'worthless' shell lying abandoned in heaps. In comparison to the situation 

further north, vast quantities, 'quite a thousand tons', of seemingly valueless 

shell lay in mounds throughout the camps. Broadhurst sent a trial shipment of 

this shell soon after his arrival in 1873 and the results were awaited with 

interest. 281 

Figure 31 

Shell at the Shark Bay Fishery.282 

281Report ofE.H. Laurence, Ope cit., & Inquirer, 27/8/1873. 
282From Taylor, Ope cil 
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The future appeared quite promising for all, but with the huge influx of 

pearlers to Wilyah Miah, the nearby beds were soon worked out and 

explorations to seemingly attractive areas such as Freycinet Harbour proved 

fruitless. Soon the euphoria began to dissipate. Outbreaks of fever and 

dysentery combined with reduced catches and the 'obnoxious' licensing fees, 

served to produce a general 'exodus' from the area.283 Boat loads of men left 

by the earliest opportunity. Tuckey of the Lapwing arrived on 24 April 1874 

for example and left the same day after 'learning pearls were not to be picked 

up by the hatful as some imagine'. Many remained and 40 boats, including 

Broadhurst's, were re-licensed in the August of 1874.284 

Broadhurst's mode of operation, was apparently to establish the venture, 

appoint a manager and then set of in search of other enterprises and activities. 

His manager, Mr Smith, apparently left Shark Bay in the general exodus and 

Broadhurst's nephew, Daniel, who arrived at Fremantle on 1 May 1874 

replaced him there. 285 Broadhurst Snr. apparently left the Bay after his 

nephew took over. 

He maintained his involvement in the fishery however. In August 1874 

following advice of 'satisfactory prices' on the cargo of shell sent in 1873, he 

chartered the Barque Ivy to take an entire cargo of around 500 tons of shell 

direct from Shark Bay te, London.286 The vessel left in January of the 

following year accompanied by the following optimistic comments in the press. 

The speculation is a bold one ... and on Mr Broadhurst's 
account alone who for enterprise and determination is a 
man out of 10,000, we sincerely hope the venture will 
turn out as profitable as Mr Broadhurst could desire and 
make up in some measure for the heavy losses he has 
sustained in other undertakings-undertakings which it 
may be noted were embarked upon as much if not more 
in the interests of the colony as for his own personal 
benefit. 287 

283/nquirer, 13/5/1874. 
284 Inquirer, 15/8/1874. 
285 Arrivals and Departures. Daniel Broadhurst. Card Index, BL. 
286 Herald. 29/8/1874 & Inquirer, 27/1/1875. 
287Inquirer, 219/1874, my emphasis. 
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The shell sent on board Ivy was apparently purchased by another 'speculator 

who realized a 'very handsome amount'. Due to problems with the actual 

charter arrangements and the storage and condition of the shell, Broadhurst 

'made nothing out of the transaction, [but] paid all expenses' and he was 

confident that 'with careful management a profit may be realised' .288 

While he was in Perth attending to such matters, Broadhurst was approached 

to sit in Parliament and was appointed by the Governor to the Legislative 

Council to represent the North and first sat as a member in October 1874.289 

He appears to have made another voyage possibly with shell at the end of 

1875 and arrived back in the Colony in April 1876.290 ill August, of the same 

year he left for London on board the P hillipine with a cargo of shell and 

apparently remained there until late 1877.291 

Part of the reason for his prolonged absences from the Colony at this time 

may have been the down-turn in the industry that began around May 1874 and 

continued on for a number of years.292 This apparently caused Broadhurst 

some problems and helped cause the controversy that descended upon him over 

his failure to pay the 'Malays' in his employ 

Labour was as much a contentious issue in the pearling industry at Shark 

Bay as it was out of Nickol Bay. A few years before Broadhurst went to Shark 

Bay, an Act to 'Regulate the Hiring and Service of Aboriginal Natives in the 

Pearl Shell Fishery and to prohibit the employment of Women therein' of 1871 

had been promulgated in an attempt to curb the abuse of Aboriginal men and 

women in the industry in the North-West.293 The Pearl Shell Fishery 

Regulation Act of 1873,294which replaced it in June of that year, and which 

288 Herald, 17/6/1876 & Inquirer, 27/1/1875. 
289Mosely and Bolton, op. cit,p, & Blue Books 1874-5. 
290 Arrivals and Departures, card index, BL quoting the Inquirer, 5/4/1876. 
291 Herald. 17/6/1876. The Phillipine left around August 1876 and Broadhurst returned from London on board 
the Charlott{! Padbury on 31 October 1877. Arrivals and Departures, Card Index, BL. 
292The Inquirer, 13/5/1874, records the down-turn at Shark Bay at that time. F. McRae in a letter to to his sister 
of, 4(3/1876, Ace No. 289a, BL., records that 1876 in general, was 'not a very good season for pearls'. 
293 34 Victoriae. No. xiv, 1871. 
294 37 Victoriae, No xi., 1973, op. cit. 
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applied to the industry at Shark Bay as well, is considered to have 'expressed 

the best principles of Colonial native legislation at that time', and required a 

written contract subject to endorsement by the parties involved, and required 

the employee be physically fit, amongst other things. It also provided a penalty 

of up to £50 if the Aboriginals employed were not returned to their homes as 

clear indication that such abuses were still occurring in the industry.295 

The decision to tax the pearling fleet under the terms of the Northern 

Districts Special Revenue Act in order to pay for the policing, predictably 

brought a series of complaints from the pearlers. At Shark Bay demands such 

as a monthly mail service out of a 'mainland' office convenient to the camps, 

the stationing of a permanent police constable, the sinking of wells and a repeal 

of the prohibition of the employment of women in the pearling industry were 

made. The last of these was due to the relative efficiency of the women in 

shore based work and, as they were in the company of their menfolk and lived 

nearby, it was seen as a waste of willing labour not to employ them. As they 

did not venture out onto the boats without their men and largely confined 

themselves to the shore based work, it was considered by the pearlers that the 

Act restricting their employ was not relevant. On the whole, in September 

1873, the Resident Magistrate was satisfied that the Aboriginal labourers at 

Shark Bay were 'as a rule' well treated by their employers and were 'liberally 

dealt with' as regards food and clothing such that they made their own way to 

the fishery and freely participated in it. 

All was not well however. A Mr Gill was also empowered to keep a register 

of deaths indicating that a number of men had expired while employed in the 

industry, some in dubious circumstances. As further indication of the 

problems, a number of Malays registered complaints about being held 'beyond 

their lawful term and against their will' .296 

The complaint of six 'Malays' against their employer Captain Cadell, was 

also heard by Resident Magistrate Laurence on his visit in September 1873. 

295 Rowley, C.D.,The Destruction of Aboriginal Society. (penguin, Victoria, 1972), p.188. 
296Report of E.H. Laurence, op. cit 
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They had been employed at Ellore in 1871 for the Shark Bay fishery, but were 

left pearling out of a boat in the North when Cadell finally came to Shark Bay. 

They expected him to call for them on his next visit North and to return them 

to their homes. He apparently did look for them, but in the meantime their 

boat had capsized and they did not keep the rendezvous. Cadell gave them up as 

lost and went on to the islands. The 'Malays' went to Broadhurst's camp which 

was then at Bannangarra where he engaged them to work for six months. At 

the end of this time, he was to required to send them home. When Cadell 

returned to the North-West, he claimed the men as his and took them back. 

They were then retaken by Broadhurst but finally given up to Cadell who 

brought them to Shark Bay around May 1873. They had not been repatriated 

and to make matters worse Broadhurst Snr. had not paid them for the time 

they spent in his service.297 

In early May 1874, around the time Daniel Broadhurst arrived on the 

fishery, thirty seven of Broadhurst's 'Malays' went on strike indicating that 

their 'time was up' and that they required being taken home as per their 

agreements.298 Nothing further was heard of this incident except that it 

coincided with a similar strike at Nickol Bay.299 

In March 1875, a Lt Suckling was requested to visit the fishery and to report 

on the situation there. He noted that with one or two exceptions he was satisfied 

with the manner in which the fishery was being conducted. : 

I found the pearler on the North-West coast to be 
respectable hard working class of men who treated their 
labour well, the original hard drinking indifferent class 
of men having almost entirely disappeared.30o 

The exceptions were the notorious 'blackbirder' Francis Cadell and 

Broadhurst. As a result of his report and the aftermath, Charles Edward 

297 CSR, 751/197·214, BL. 
298 Inquirer, 13/5/1874. 
299ibid. 

300yotes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council, 1875-1876,Correspondence relative to the State of Affairs 
on the North west Coast and the treatment of Malay and other labourers employed in the Pearl fIShery, p.250. 
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Broadhurst has become associated with the ' hard drinking indifferent class of 

men' known to have frequented the industry. 

Broadhurst does not appear to have been such a man as indicated from the 

evidence presented in the section on his pearling activities out of Nickol Bay. 

While there, he even commented on the rowdy behaviour of a Mrs Mayhew, 

the wife of the local doctor, at a hotel in Roeboume.301 Broadhurst was not at 

the fishery when Suckling made his observations, and the pearling was being 

conducted on his behalf by his nephew Daniel. With the benefit of hindsight 

and a close examination of the reports and the chronology it is now clear that 

there has been a great and lasting confusion about which Broadhurst was under 

scrutiny at the time, to the detriment of the elder of the two. 

Suckling noted that Broadhurst had 25 'Malay' men in his employ who had 

served their time in 1874, but would not pay them and kept telling them their 

time was not up. They had applied in that year to the police constable stationed 

at the camps, but Broadhurst would not show their agreements. This left the 

officer with no evidence with which to act and the matter was not resolved. 

The men then went on strike again and as a result received little food other 

than that supplied by the other pearlers from 4 September to 12 October 1874. 

The men then engaged themselves to a Mr. Hill until May 1876 with whom 

they were most satisfied but, quite naturally, still required their payment in 

arrears from Broadhurst. It appears that the men made no threats and did not 

resort to violence. The possibility of them doing so and enticing others to 

murder and mayhem was noted by Suckling, thereby stirring official reaction 

in the light of other incidents that had occurred on the North-West coast. 

In another case heard by Suckling, Daniel Broadhurst was named as the 

transgressor in an incident that occurred as a result of a party of 'Malays' 

being mis-treated by another man, a Mr McKay. In early 1874, they ran off 

from his employ and after two months of near starvation and hiding in the 

bush, the men entered Daniel Broadhurst's employ. Wages from an even 

earlier period of employ, on board the Wild Wave, were later secured by a Mr 

301rus, 13/5/1869, BL. 
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Abdullah who then gave them Ca good sum') to Daniel Broadhurst for 

safekeeping. Abdullah subsequently died and a representative of the 

unfortunate 'Malays', on enquiring of Daniel Broadhurst about the money he 

was told that it had not been received from Abdullah. 302 

Suckling noted that there was, 

a great want of system more especially in seeing the men 
regularly paid and sent home. The whole system of 
engaging Malay labour in Shark Bay requires looking 
into. 

He also noted that all the 'Malays' then employed had been over two to three 

years away from home and that few were working for their original 

employers and that the cost of transporting the 'Malays' home was at £4 per 

head. There were few records of how the men were engaged, and that as none 

had been employed since the constable had arrived, there was no apparent 

means of finding out. Despite this there was, in his opinion, a 'very good 

feeling between whites, Malays and in Shark Bay'. 303 

The matter of the mis-treatment of the 'Malays' was then raised in the 

official despatches of 14 May 1875 to London. On 22 July, the Secretary of 

State for the Colonies, the Earl of Camarvon, wrote in reply expecting that 

such abuses be stamped out. At the same time, Corporal Mainland who was 

stationed at Shark Bay wrote to his superior officer at Geraldton to the effect 

that four 'Malays' in the employ of C. E. Broadhurst whose agreement had 

expired three months previously could not obtain their wages, had insufficient 

clothing, were without money and could not obtain goods. Seventeen of their 

colleagues in the employ of Captain Cadell who was absent and had appointed a 

manager, a Mr. Hill, were also in dire straits and had insufficient food. The 

matter was passed on to the Resident Magistrate at Geraldton and on to Perth. 

There the Governor wrote on 7 August to the Earl of Carnarvon stating that 

he would send the Acting Greenough Resident Magistrate, Mr Fairbaim, to the 

302 As an example of the confusion between which Broadhurst is at fault at Shark Bay, Henderson (1988), op. 
cit., p.l34, attributes the blame in this particular incident to Charles Broadhurst 
303 Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council. 1875-1876,op. cit, pp. 247-255, BL. 
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Bay and added that the action taken would clearly show 'that outrages such as 

these will not be tolerated by the government'. A telegram sent on 4 August to 

the Resident Magistrate at Geraldton exhorted him to 'explain fully to Mr 

Fairbairn the cause and object of his mission' and advising him to take action 

under the Breaches of Contract Legislation and to ensure that any evidence be 

taken in a proper and legal fashion under the acts then applying. It concluded 

thus: 

The Governor hopes that if matters are as represented a 
vigorous enforcement of the law will serve to check 
such shameful proceedings in the future. Time and 
expense are of less consequence than a thorough 
investigation of the case.304 

Fairbairn departed on 9 August arid began his investigations. He found that 

Charles Edward Broadhurst was not at the fishery having left with 'no 

intention' of returning, leaving Daniel Broadhurst with 'full power to act for 

him in reference to the Malays'. Captain Cadell had also left with no 

indications of a return, leaving his men in the care of his manager, Mr Hill. 

305 

On 21 August 1875, six Surabaya men proceeded against the absent 

Broadhurst Snr. for the non payment of the balance of their wages and for 

breach of agreement. From a statement of the complainant representing the 

group of six, a Mr Amedi, it appears that under an agreement dated 14 

February 1874 at Shark Bay, Broadhurst employed each of the men at 20 

guilders per month for one year with rations provided and travel home. Amedi 

stated that though Broadhurst 'always treated me well. I always had enough to 

eat' he and the others received no money and that when their time was up they 

were cast adrift. The Surang (or headman) lodged a complaint with the local 

constable and they were fed for a time but then went to the employ of Mr. Hill. 

In reply, Daniel Broadhurst stated that when the 'Malay' plaintiff's time was 

up, he wished to go to Fremantle, but as there was no vessel then available he 

304 CSR. 803/41. 
305 ibid. 
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was kept on until one arrived. Broadhurst Snr. had an agreement with the 

master of the Rosette to take the 'Malays' to Fremantle apparently for the 

purpose of transferring them to another vessel for the voyage home. n 

unsuccessful attempt was later made by Broadhurst Jr. to place the man and the 

others aboard the Rosette, but this had proved unsuccessful in the prevailing 

weather conditions. Daniel Broadhurst whose attempts to convey the 'Malays' 

to the vessel were criticized as inadequate, then went on to state that 'if the man 

has been without food it is his own fault' . 

Though it was agreed that Broadhurst's men were 'always ... well housed and 

provisioned', the case was found against Broadhurst Snr., to the amount owing 

to the 'Malays' of £115-6-1. With the Governor's relayed exhortations to make 

an example of the case in mind, and ·under the powers conferred on him under 

the Master and Servants Act, Fairbairn caused Cadell' s and Charles Edward 

Broadhurst's goods to be 'sold by distress at a public auction'. 

In the light of the success of this action, some ten days later, a Mr. Moellett 

brought on behalf of himself and 15 others a similar case against Broadhurst 

Snr. Moellet stated in his deposition that he was a native of Java and had 

entered the employ of C.E. Broadhurst in the previous year as 'Mandore' in 

charge of 'Malays' for a term of twelve months.306 His wages were set at £3 

per month, with rations (rice tea and sugar) provided and a free passage back 

to Batavia at the expiration of the agreement. The agreement between them 

was witnessed by E.W. Landor J.P. 

From Moellet's deposition it appears that shortly after the case above, Daniel 

Broadhurst discharged all the remaining 15 'Malays' in his service without 

paying their wages. Broadhurst stated that he had no further money or food to 

give the men especially as his uncle had not sent him the money with which to 

do so. Moellet went on to say that he 'never had any fault to find with regard 

to the food. Mr Broadhurst always gave me enough to eat'. It was also noted 

that the other 15 men 'expressed themselves as always being well housed and 

provisioned'. Daniel Broadhurst, though present in court declined to answer 

306 He was employed on 24 September 1874. 
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for his uncle saying that he 'had been as badly treated by his uncle as the 

Malays' .307 

The case was again found against C.E. Broadhurst and the judgement was 

given for the plaintiff and those he represented to a total of £183-4-2. Having 

already sold much of Broadhurst' s property in the earlier sale at bargain 

prices, the Acting Resident Magistrate found that he could only raise a further 

£11-12-5, for the 16 men. Before he left he was able to satisfy himself that the 

men were in suitable employ. Another group of 'about 18 Malays' then lodged 

a complaint to the effect that they had once been in the service of Broadhurst, 

but had never been able to recover their dues some of which were 

'considerable amounts'. Broadhurst (Jr. or Snr?) had instead given them 

'worthless' orders on store-keepers. Fairbairn found that he was powerless to 

act under the legislation by which their case was covered, and advised them to 

seek litigation.308 

He was severely critical of Broadhurst Snr. in his official report stating the 

'credulous Malays whom he had brought to the colony were turned adrift 

penniless 300 miles from the nearest port' . 

As indicated in the section on pearling out of Nickol Bay, the 'Malay' 

problem was virtually resolved before Fairbairn's report on the situation at 

Shark Bay, of 14 September 1875, even reached the Colonial Secretary in 

Perth. On 28 August of the same year, Governor Robinson wrote to Earl 

Carnarvon, to the effect that, an act had been passed by his Dutch counterpart, 

the Governor of Batavia, requiring the lodging of a security of 200 guilders 

for each man recruited in the islands.309 He noted that this move would go 

further to ensuring the proper treatment of the Malays on the coast than by 

'the utmost vigilance on our part'. The effect of the edict was startling as 

307 CSR, 809/41-49. 
308 The Master and Servant's Act Crowley. F. K .• Master and Servant in Western Australia. 1851-1901, 
(RW AHS, J&P, Vo14, 
1954 ), pp. 15-34. 
309 V &P, 1875, op. cit. The equivalent of £16-13-4, Inquirer, 19/1/1876. 
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indicated earlier, and the numbers of 'Malays' employed In the industry 

dropped from 989 in 1875 to none by 1877)10 

Part of the reason for the drop in numbers can also be traced to the 'very 

bad' sales of pearl shell in London at the time.311 This is reflected in that, when 

the 'Malay' numbers dropped so dramatically, there was not a subsequent 

increase in the numbers of Aborigines employed in the industry, and in 1876 

the number actually dropped from 493 to 344.312 

On 15 October 1875, in receipt of Fairbairn's report the Governor at Perth 

wrote again lauding the 'zealous' actions and the 'prompt' response of Mr. 

Fairbairn. It was also noted that it was 'not improbable that further legal 

proceedings will arise out of this case'. 

Such publicity was to cost Broadhurst dearly. As Suckling's report was to be 

tabled at the next sitting of the Legislative Council he apparently resigned from 

the Council during the recess. Though he succeeded through his solicitor in 

appealing and removing the cases to the Supreme Court on 12 January 1876 

with a view to them being quashed, he had received a severe social and 

financial set-back.313 An indication of the magnitude of the social stigma 

appears in the report of the visit of a deputation of peaders, including H.W. 

Sholl, who met with the Governor in the attempt to have the security of 200 

guilders removed. They were quoted in the same newspaper carrying notice of 

Broadhurst's appeal, as being aware that though 'one or two unprincipled 

persons' had acted 'unkindly' towards their 'Malay' divers and had neglected to 

310 Sholl. RJ., Report by the Government Resident at Roebourne on the Pearl Shell Fisheries of the North
West Coast. 25/8/1880. Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council, 1880. This conflicts with a comment 
appearing in the Inquirer, 9/2/1876 which records that there were 1200 divers employed in the fishery, 88 of 
which were 'Malays'. It appears that the Inquirer may have been referring to the situatiuon at the end of 1875. 
311 Diary of Charles Harper. 4n/1875, In the possession of Mrs. Judy Hammersley of Guildford. & Herald 
6/5/1876 
312 V &P, 1880, op. cit. 

313 Broadhurst took out a writ of 'Certiorari' Inquirer, 1/3/1876 & 19/1/1876 
'Certiorari'. A writ directed to an inferior court of record commanding it to "certify" to the Queens and the High 

Court of Justice (Supreme Court of W.A.) some matter of a Judicial character. It is used to remove civil cases or 
indictments from inferior courts of record into the High Court (Supreme Court of W.A.) that they may be better 
tried, or if there has been an abuse or error, re-tried. Osborne, A., A Concise Law Dictionary, 5th. ed. (Sweet, 
~well,London, 1964),p.64. 
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return them to their homes as agreed, they were satisfied that 'such a state of 

things does not now exist' )14 

In analysing Charles Edward Broadhurst's failure to send the money to pay 

the 'Malays' in his employ it needs to be noted that he was also summonsed six 

times in the period April 1874-September 1875 in the Supreme Court Perth 

for non payment of sums ranging from £13-£110. These particular cases 

constituted the majority of all his cases for non payment from 1865, when he 

arrived, to when he left the Colony in 1895, and that they occurred during the 

downturn in the Shark Bay Pearl Fishery. From a perusal of the cases which 

appear in Appendix two, it can be seen that his debtors at the time of the Shark 

Bay inquiries were not just the unfortunate 'Malays', but a fair representation 

of the European merchants in the Colony.315 

The cases are an indication that Charles Broadhurst was experiencing some 

severe monetary difficulties, despite having succeeded so well in the early 

stages of the Shark Bay fishery. 

The influential historian Rica Erickson has noted that Broadhurst was 

'notorious for his ill treatment of Malay divers', and that is the generally 

accepted view of him today.316 Whether that assessment is fully deserved in 

the light of the evidence presented above is now debatable. 

Though the young Broadhurst appears to have been at fault in much of the 

above, the blame was rightly laid at the feet of his uncle and employer Charles 

Edward Broadhurst by the officials. Though the pearling industry was 

experiencing a down-turn at the time Daniel arrived, for Charles Edward 

Broadhurst to have left his nephew in sole charge of his boats, plant and men at 

such a difficult time and when many of their work-force were desirous of 

leaving for home is evidence of bad management and poor decision making 

indeed. 

Where the mistake appears to have been made by the officials is in the 

excessive nature of their reaction, in making Broadhurst Snr. a virtual 

314 Inquirer, 19/1/1876. 
315Record of Judgements of the WA. Supreme Court, Vol. 8, 1865-1888, ACC 3542, WAS 131, BL. 
316Erickson, (1978), op. ch., p.l17. 
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scapegoat for the sins of the industry in general. In the same report as that 

carrying the evidence of Broadhurst's failure to pay his men for example, 

Fairbaim noted that a number of Shark Bay pearlers, including Von Bibra, 

had held Aborigines against their will at Faure Island. Broadhurst was one 

of these men and nothing was done about the incident due to lack of concrete 

evidence.317 

From the list of effects sold by Fairbaim at Shark Bay and from the prices 

obtained for example, it appears Broadhurst was effectively ruined as a pearler 

in that district and would have had to make a substantial outlay to rebuild. The 

materials sold range from pearling boats and cutters, through to the 'Malay' 

huts, stores equipment, pearls and shell.318 The llrices were clearly a sacrifice 

with a cutter going for only £10 and three large boats fetching only £7-£5. The 

'Malay' huts sold for ten shillings each and one old boat for six shillings for 

example.The total for such a wide variety of goods, vessels, equipment and 

buildings was only £126-18-6.319 

Despite sustaining severe losses including his entire fleet of a cutter, three 

pearliI?-g boats, two dinghies and two small boats, and most of his plant and 

effects ashore, Broadhurst Snr. did not completely abandon his interests in the 

Bay as the cargoes of shell he sent overseas in the Ivy and the Philiipine 

show.32o 

He did eventually abandon it however. In May 1876, possibly as a result of 

the down-turn in the pearl fishery that lasted into 1877,321 and his failure to 

317V&p, 1875, op. ch. 
318 They and the prices paid were, two hand saws, a case of tumblers, a compass, wire, and a dinghy (15 
shillings) bags and a keg, salt, tent, kettles and saucepan, ovens, boiler and kegs, 5 Malay huts (10 shillings), 3 
casks, the Cutter Amy (£10-10-0 ), piece timber, pair oars, case oatmeal, 3 jars, table, oil, 2 anchors (6/6d.), 
150 bags, set of scales, an old boat(6 shillings), a whale boat (£1-10-0 ), a lot of pearls, (£20-5-0 ),2 heaps of 
shell (£7-10-0 ),4 partly filled tubs of fish (£3-15-0), trough, dredging line, sundries, brushes, pots, 2 zinc 
buckets(6/6d.),5 augers, case of boots, brooms, lamps, 2 compasses, hats, a box of brads (nails), epsom salts, 
castor oil, cutlery, lamps, a case of baking powder cases of pipes, twine and corn flour, scales and weights, 
coffee mills, medicine chest, case castor oil, a pearling dredge (10 shillings), rope, and 3 pearling boats (£7-0-0, 
£10-0-0 & £5-10-0 ). CSR 809/41-49, BL. 
319 CSR, 809/41-49, BL. 
320 Inquirer, 17/6/1876 & 9/8/1876, quoted in the Arrivals and departures, Card index BL 
321F.McRae to his sister & father, 4/3/1876, 11/2/1877 & 25/2/1877, Acc 289a, BL. & Diary of Charles 
Harper. 4n /1875, In the possession of Mrs. Judy Hammersley of Guildford. 
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obtain pennission to recover guano from the islands in Shark Bay, he applied 

for permission to enter the guano industry in the Houtman Abrolhos. 

As a result, he received pennission to ship a load of the manure in order to 

test the deposit. He arrived back in the Colony on 1 October 1877 on board the 

Charlotte Padbury from London, and may have remained overseas until 

then.322 Soon after, in 1878 Broadhurst commenced fish canning at Mandurah. 

His nephew Daniel continued in the Shark Bay pearl industry on his own 

account well into the twentieth century.323 Charles Edward Broadhurst's 

interest in the Shark Bay pearl fishery was re-awakened much later when he 

was considering relinquish control of the family Guano business to his son 

Florance. 324 On 23 March 1885, almost a decade after abandoning the 

peading industry he re-applied for the lease at £1000 per annum to 'un-opened 

portions' of the pearling banks. His letter of application followed the 1884 

Report of the Select Committee of the Legislative Council upon the Expediency 

of opening the Closed Pearling Grounds at Sharks Bay which called for the 

reopening of the 'closed area' ,325 His application was unsuccessful on the 

grounds that it was not felt to be fair to lease the grounds without calling for 

tenders, and that his application of 13 years previous for the entire fishery was 

no longer valid, due to the elapsed time since it was lodged.326 

Thus Broadhurst was to fail in pearling out of Shark Bay. How much of the 

failure can be attributed to his nephew Daniel is debatable, though his 

particular problems could be traced to a general down-turn in the industry and 

his uncle's failure to supply him with the necessary cash with which to pay the 

'Malays'. 

What is clear about Broadhurst Snr's activities in the Shark Bay pearling 

industry, as elsewhere is that he showed entrepreneurial flair, courage and 

tenacity and a continued inability, or lack of desire, to pay his creditors of all 

322 Arrivals and Departures, BL 
323 Pers. Corn., Miss E Broadhurst, Daniel Broadhurst's daughter, to the author 1988. 
324 See Section on the Guano industry following. 
325 V &P, 5/9/1884, op. cit. 
326 CSO, 1182: 527, BL. 
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races and of all stations in life. Also surfacing at Shark Bay is the evidence of 

the dependence of his fortune on the qualities of the managers who took over 

his ventures once he got them running. 

Conclusion Broadhurst as a pearJer 

In the light of the poor results produced by his 'Malays,' the fear of water 

shown by the 'volunteer' Aboriginal convicts, the loss of the SS Xantho, and 

the failure of the 'diving apparatus,' Broadhurst is is understandably recorded 

as having 'failed to make his exertions profitable' at Nickol Bay, though Many 

with less capital and expensive gear than Broadhurst were to succeed.327 In 

January 1875 for example, only two years after Broadhurst left Nickol Bay, 48 

licences had been issued to boats ranging from 5-94 tons employing an 

estimated 1500-2000 divers and in which there were 'very few unlucky 

speculators' ,328 

Others with Broadhurst's resources were succeeding all around using his 

men and his vessels, so why did he fail? 

The failure in the pearling industry out of Nickol Bay lay with Broadhurst 

himself and manifests itself in his continuously unrealistic and 'grand' 

approach which served to make reasonably simple things difficult. 

In this context, he failed at Nickol Bay in his choice of diving method, in his 

chosen labourers and in the speculation with Xantho at a price of £4,500 plus 

coaling and other operating costs. He experimented with machinery when 

simple methods were proving successful and at a time when the complex, bulky 

and expensive diving apparatus was unnecessary and was only to prove 

economically viable, twenty years later, when the shallow beds became 

depleted. 

327Inquirer,8110/1873. 
328CSR, 809n4, BL. 
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Broadhurst like many others, at the time when the Aborigines were making 

the transition from wading to 'naked diving' proper, clearly thought that if his 

divers could see clearly underwater they would be more efficient. It seems 

strange to recount to those who do not dive that, on the shallow pearling beds 

in the early days, the ability to see clearly was not one of the factors crucial to 

success.329 Broadhurst apparently did not realize that this 'local' knowledge in 

actually 'seeing' the shell underwater and in locating pearl beds from the 

surface were skills that came from the experience gained by the Aborigines in 

their wading and early naked diving activities.33o Once these skills were 

available in the work-force, numbers became the key in order to cover the 

maximum amount of ground. It was not until the 'shallow' beds were worked 

out that it became necessary or cost efficient to use the 'hard hat' or 'diving 

apparatus'. Thus, Broadhurst's attempts to utilize the apparatus were not only 

ahead of their time but completely unnecessary. He was slow in coming to this 

realization and his attempts to use the gear were spread over three seasons and 

were to cost him dearly in lost time, capital costs and diver's wages. His efforts 

with the apparatus apparently also failed because he did not use the tides to 

advantage or to utilize the method of allowing the vessel to drift with the 

divers that came into vogue in the late nineteenth century. When the shallow 

waters of the Torres Strait became depleted in 1873 for example, diving 

apparatus was introduced and the 'mistakes made earlier on the west coast were 

avoided by diving at low and ebb tide' }31 

All that one needed to do to succeed at the time Broadhurst made his 

abortive attempts, was to copy the methods employed by the rest, go where 

everyone else went, and send down as many experienced or 'local' naked 

divers as one could muster in as many boats as possible. 

329 I attempted this recently in the waters of Exmouth Gulf and could see the 'open' pair on the sea floor 
without a mask, though it must be noted that the conditions were ideal and I had located the shell earlier with a 
mask. There was clearly an element of learning and the inexperienced even with a mask could easily miss the 
shell. The evidence from this experience is supported by pearl divers operating today. B. Duncan, Pers Corn. 
November 1989. 
330 One of the last of the 'old' pearlers indicated the methods they used in an article appearing in the West 
Australian 18/8/1989. Experience was clearly a major factor and was a 'key' difference between success and 
failure. 
331 B . . 63 am, op. Clt, p. . 



247 

In his perception that they lacked energy and courage, Broadhurst was to 

make another mistake in searching for alternatives to the local Aboriginal 

people. When sufficiently motivated they were clearly superior to the 'Malays' 

and to their southern counterparts in locating the shell as beachcombers, 

waders and divers. They also took to the deeper water quite readily when the 

pearlers moved off-shore and could apply their innate skills, good eyesight, 

and knowledge of how the shell was disguised in the sediment or by marine 

growth, to the underwater world. On the other hand, the Rottnest convicts 

were mainly 'southern' men who had no liking for the waters of the North and 

the entire season on board the Adur appears to have been lost by Broadhurst in 

gaining this understanding. The 'Malays' that he imported fell into the same 

category, though those that he imported seemed a little worse than their 

colleagues. For what reason they appeared to be less able it is difficult to say as 

he fed and housed his men well at Bannangarra at least. Positive motivation 

such as that practised by Harper and Blurton was as successful as coercion and 

violence in effectively deploying the local Aborigines as divers. Though there 

is no 'hard' evidence, the indications are that Broadhurst was unable to 

satisfactorily motivate his men, and having failed in that capacity was then 'too 

soft' by contemporary standards to obtain satisfactory results from them. 

In his application of capital to the industry, Broadhurst was also to prove a 

failure. The SS Xantho at a cost of £4,500 was to be his most, and probably the 

most, expensive failure in the industry. The outlay associated with the SS 

Xantho , could have seen him into quite a number of very suitable sailing 

vessels eminently suitable for pearling. The 18 Metre wooden pearling 

schooner Liberty was, for example, on sale at around £500 in 1870 when 

Broadhurst brought the Xantho. Larger wooden sailing vessels of the size of 

the Xantho such as the 40 metre long Spinaway and the similar sized 

Bridgetown could be had for £1000 around the same time.332 These could have 

served as transports, coasting traders or potential carriers for the shell, and yet 

still left Broadhurst with a very large sum that would have been sufficient to 

332 Register of British Ships op. cit, Book 1. 
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see him into a large number of smaller boats manned with the best European 

masters and 'coloured' crews available. 

Thus, the Xantho was a costly mistake, as far as pearling was concerned. 

When it sank the loss as a single capital investment was huge, not just in the 

capital outlay, but in the opportunities foregone in the purchase. Broadhurst 

had always maintained that 'capital and labour'333 were the keys to success in 

the industry. In the use of the Xantho, the diving gear, the Adur, the 

Aboriginal Convicts and the 'Malays' he tried to apply both, albeit 

unsuccessfully. 

Thus Broadhurst was unsuccessful in the 'grand' nature of his attempts, but 

was not alone. Well backed concerns, such as The English Pearling Company 

with large vessels Flower of YarJ::ow and Enchantress and their 4 small 

attendant cutters Louisa, Adelia, Gertrude and Florence arrived on the coast 

just as Broadhurst was departing. According to the contemporary pearler, 

E.W. Streeter, the venture was a disastrous one with the prospectus claiming 

that each diver could bring up 100 shell per hour at a yield of 8 ton per diver 

per year when just over 1 ton was the best then observed 'and then under 

extraordinarily favourable circumstances' .334 He finished his commentary on 

the enterprise with a statement that echoes those made of other concerns 

involving Broadhurst such as the Denison Plains Pastoral Company and the 

Camden Harbour Pastoral and Agricultural Association. i.e. 'The whole 

proceedings was a fiasco and ludicrous to all except the shareholders' ,335 

In summary, it was Broadhurst' s penchant for 'grand' schemes and his 

failure to 'efficiently' utilize the services of the 'local' Aborigines in any 

number that was to prove his downfall at Nickol Bay. 

Shark Bay was to prove to be Broadhurst's economic salvation in the light of 

the failures out of Nickol Bay. His initial success at Shark Bay appears to have 

been due in no small part to the efforts and wisdom of his manager Mr. Smith 

333 Broadhurst to Col. Sec., 2511011871, op. cit. 
334He noted that in 1882 in the best take recorded, 37 men out of the Dawn recovering 2320 pairs and in the 
following year 42 men recovered 840 pairs as the highest total with 350 the lowest. Streeter, op. cit., p. 152. 
335 'h'd 160 1 1 ., p. . 
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who was much praised for the manner in which he motivated and cared for the 

workers under his care.336 That Broadhurst was prepared to pay for the 

accommodation and good food here and at Bannangarra is to his lasting credit 

even though the ideas may have been his managers. 

Some time around April 1874, when disease and poor results started a 

general exodus, Smith appears to have left and was replaced with Broadhurst's 

nephew Daniel Broadhurst. At that time Charles Edward Broadhurst began to 

experience financial problems and experienced difficulty in paying his dues to 

his creditors in Perth and to his men at Shark Bay. His apparent failure to send 

money to his nephew in order to pay the 'Malays' in his employ was the 

catalyst that saw his eventual ruin at Shark Bay and in Parliament. On the other 

hand, Broadhurst's eventual failure at Shark Bay also appears to have been 

associated with the attitudes of his nephew, and with his failure, as his uncle 

and employer, to modify them.337 

The extent to which Charles Edward Broadhurst himself was actually, as 

opposed to morally, responsible for the mis-treatment of the 'Malays' in his 

employ is not known. The comparisons between Daniel Broadhurst and Mr 

Smith, and the fact that Broadhurst Snr. had an agreement with the master of 

the Rosette to transport the 'Malays' to Fremantle at the end of their service, 

despite Daniel's failure to avail himself of it, are further indications that he 

was not one to physically mis-treat people. 

Broadhurst continually failed to pay his creditors regardless of race or 

religion when he was in 'straightened circumstances' or when there was any 

hint of a misdemeanour on their part. There are however, enough documented 

instances of his concern for the Aborigines and in the efforts of his managers 

on behalf of the 'Malays' in his employ, to avoid classing him as one of the 

'indifferent class' of men who frequented the industry as was done in the Shark 

Bay incident. 

336 Inquirer, 8/10/1873. 
337 See Court cases above and the complaint of the 'MaIays' about the money stolen by Daniel Broadhurst. 
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1886, long 

Nowhere in the world is the 'native policy' a more 
vexed question than in Australia. In that Continent the 
gradual extinction of the natives before the usurping 
white race appears to be inevitable. 338 

Specific instances of maltreatment and violence abound, both during and 

long after, the period Broadhurst was involved in the industry. These have 

been covered by other authors in what is only the tip of the iceberg in a sorry 

era that is only now becoming known outside academic circles in Western 

Australia today.339 To his credit, or good fortune, though Broadhurst used 

Aboriginal labour, he appears to have cared for the men assigned to him and 

does not appear to have been involved in the violence 

338Stteeter• Ope cit., p159. 
339 See 'White Lies' A two page illustrated article on the destruction by the Aboriginal people in the pearlers 
and pastoralists of the late 18th and early 20 th. centuries. West Australian. Weekend Supplement. 101611989. 
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SS Xantho was, not only one of Broadhurst's most short lived business 

ventures, but it was also his most capital intensive. Though the period in which 

he operated the vessel represents but a small part of his business career, the SS 

Xantho assumes a wider significance due to the impact it had on Broadhurst's 

activities in the North-West and as the Colony's first coastal steamer. For this 

reason it will be discussed in some detail despite having been briefly mentioned 

in the previous section on peading. 

The SS Xantho did not arrive on the Western Australian coast until 1872, 

almost half a century after the advent of the steam ship in other areas of the 

world. l The Swan River Colony, which became Western Australia, stagnated 

for many years and failed to grow in population or in volume of trade 

sufficient to justify the considerable expense of operating a steamship on the 

vast and sparsely populated coast. For this reason the coastal trade in Western 

Australia was still awaiting the advent of steam propulsion twenty years after 

steamships had captured over 30% of the traffic around Europe.2 

F. J. A. Broeze, in his analysis of the maritime trades in Western Australia 

just prior to Broadhurst's purchase of the SS Xantho, indicates that there were 

a number of sound economic reasons, notably a 'critical' shortage of capital, 

why there was an inordinate delay in the development of the Western 

Australian merchant fleet.3 

IJamieson, A., A Text-Book on Steam and Steam Engines, 12th. ed., (Chas. Griffin and Co., London, 1897), 
pp. 187-200. 
2 Harley, C. K .• The Shift from Sailing Ship to Steam Ship. 1850-1890. A Study in Technological Change and 
it's Diffusion. in Essays on a Mature Economy, pp. 221. 
3 Broeze, F. J. A., Western Australia until 1869 : the Maritime Perspective, in (Early Days: Journal of the 
Royal Western Australian Historical Society. Vol. 8, parts 5 & 6, 1981 & 1982), pp. 108-109. 
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As a result experienced ship-owners such as Walter Padbury 

themselves unwilling to enter the relatively expensive and complex business of 

steamship owning without Governmental and logistical support. Though it has 

been claimed that others 'may have shown sound business sense'4 in not 

becoming involved in the industry, it will be shown that such considerations 

would have been lost on Broadhurst who appears to have had little prior 

knowledge of the complexities of ship-owning. 

Despite his naivete, it appears that he was set to succeed with the vessel and 

could have very effectively and efficiently operated it in the pearling industry 

and as a 'tramp' 5 steamer picking up cargoes on an opportunistic basis. 

When it arrived on the coast, the SS Xantho heralded a new and long 

awaited era, but it abruptly sank within a year. For this reason Broadhurst's 

bold attempt to utilize the vessel has been largely forgotten and many 

commentators and historians have failed to recognize that the vessel even 

existed.6 When it has been mentioned, the SS Xantho has been analysed in the 

context of attempts to establish a 'commercially successful steam service', on 

the coast and little significance has been attached to the venture as will be seen 

from that following.: 

Little need be said about the operations of the SS Xantho. 
Charles Broadhurst, the owner was more interested in his 
many other coastal enterprises (including pearling, fishing 
and guano collecting) than in carrying freight for others. 
During the Xantho's brief tenure of the coastal trade, 
Broadhurst continually vacillated as to his long term 
intentions for the vessel and it is doubtful whether it would 
have markedly altered the coastal trade if she had not 
sunk.7 

4Hartley, C., Western Australia, The Decline of the Colonial Merchant Shipping Industry, 1870-1890, 
(Unpublished, Honours thesis, Murdoch University, 1982), p 97. 
5I.m!m2;. A freight vessel that does not run in any regular line but takes cargo wherever ship~rs desire. De 
Kerchove, op. cit., p.853. 
6 Parsons. Ro, Steamships in Colonial Western Australia. 1980 revised edition. (Private Publication, Magill 
S.A., 1980), & Gregory, D., Australian Steamships Past and Present, (London, The Richards Press, 1928). 
7 Henderson, G. J., From Sail to Steam. Shipping in Western Australia, 1870-1890. (Unpublished M.A. 
Thesis, UW At 1977), p. 191. 
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In the context of attempts to establish a regular steam service on the coast, 

this analysis is undoubtedly correct and Broadhurst was certainly more 

interested in his 'many other coastal enterprises' than his vessel. He envisaged 

instead, that the SS Xantho was to be a link between his business enterprises and 

that it was to be used in the coastal trade only when it was not required his 

own purposes. As a result, it became an integral part of his business structure. 

For this reason Broadhurst's attempts to utilize it as a link in his remote 

business ventures, should not be dismissed without a deeper analysis. 

It needs also to be noted that, had the SS Xantho not sunk, it would have 

effectively linked Broadhurst's many and varied interests in the Nickol Bay and 

Shark Bay regions with Batavia, Champion Bay and Fremantle.8 After it was 

lost, such a steamship service, however irregular it may have been, was not to 

be afforded the North of Western Australia until over a decade later. 

There is another element associated with Broadhurst's operation of the 

vessel, that of the influence it had on the Government of the day. As a result of 

having a steamer at his disposal, and with the option of transporting stock, 

goods and pearl shell from the North-West either direct to Batavia or through 

Fremantle, Broadhurst's political position became temporarily very strong in a 

Colony fearful of an independent 'North District'.9 As a result, the gove~ent 

appeared willing to grant him every possible concession. IO 

He failed dismally with the Xantho however, and the mistake Broadhurst 

made in becoming involved in the steam trade, will be shown to have had two 

major elements. One was a particularly poor choice of vessel and the other can 

be seen in the benefits foregone in its purchase. 

With all this in mind, it will be shown, that the cause of Broadhurst's failure 

as a steamship owner lies not in his decision to purchase an iron screw steamer 

in general, but in the purchase of the SS Xantho itself. 

8 Broadhurst's pearling base and 'Malay' camp at Bannangarra with its coconut plantation was the centre of his 
activities in the period during which the vessel was afloat. 
9 The attempt of Wi11iam Harvey and Associates to 'separate' the North with the Camden Harbour scheme, 
apparently led to the sending of a Resident Magistrate there at great expense. There were also fears expressed in 
the local press of such a possibility. Inquirer, 26/4/1871. 
1()Evidence of the sympathetic attitude appears in the letters reproduced following. 
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To understand this notion, it is now necessary to briefly examine, not only 

the vessel before it was purchased by Broadhurst, but also the state of iron 

shipbuilding, marine engineering and the Western Australian coastal trade 

when Broadhurst made his decision. 

(0 The Construction and Early Career of SS Xantho 

The reasons for Broadhurst's interest in an iron vessel like the SS Xantho 

rather than a similar sized wooden vessel can be seen in the following analysis 

of his contemporary, the well known proponent of iron shipbuilding, John 

Grantham. In 1859, in a chapter headed 'iron vessels considered as a 

commercial question' Grantham listed 8 objects most desired by a merchant in 

the choices of a ship. They were, "strength combined with lightness, great 

capacity for stowage, safety, speed, durability, economy in repairs and cost and 

draught of water. 

Having enumerated the advantages, Grantham concluded, (as an ardent 

enthusiast), that, 

experience proves that iron vessels possess advantages 
under all the heads above in so eminent a degree as to 
render them superior to wooden vessels. Il 

Grantham's contemporary John Fincham, also enumerated the benefits of 

iron ships, and claimed that they were, of superior strength, greater safety, 

thinner and lighter hulls (providing greater capacity for stowage), economy at 

building, less damage when aground, cheaper repairs, probably a longer life, 

and an abundant supply (in Britain) of materials. 12 

Despite these advantages, the iron vessel was not quick to find favour or to 

receive official sanction. In August 1843, almost half a century after the 

appearance of the first iron vessels13 , and only 5 years before the Xantho was 

built, the underwriters, Lloyds of London, began to collect information from 

11 Graniliam, J., Iron Shipbuilding, 2nd Bd., (Lockwood and Co., London, 1859), pp. 87-111. 
12 Fincham, J., A History of Naval Architecture, 1851, (Scholar Press, London, 1979 repr.), pp. 311, et seq. 
13 Graniliam, op. cit., p, 5-18. 
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their surveyors on Iron ships.14 By 1855, seven years after Xantho was 

built, Lloyds had still not seen fit to specify actual modes of construction as 

they considered that iron shipbuilding was 'as yet in its infancy and that there 

are no well understood rules for building iron ships'.15 As a direct result of 

this, and a lack of understanding of the strength and qualities of wrought iron 

plate, iron vessels built before the advent of Lloyds rules in 1855 often had a 

relatively long service life, the result of the inordinate thickness of the hull 

plates.l6 

Very detailed records of Xantho have been located,17 and will be presented 

elsewhere as they are outside the scope of this analysis of Broadhurst. 18 For the 

purposes of this particular study it suffices to note that the vessel was built by 

the well known Denny Company as an iron paddle steamer in 1848 in a similar 

fashion to methods then in vogue. When launched, the vessel was 106.8 ft 

(32.5m.) long x 16.8 ft (5.lm.) Breadth x 8.4 ft (2.6m.) deep. It was schooner 

rigged with two masts, had one deck and was powered by a 60 HP steeple 

engine with tubular boiler. The engine room took 9.6m of the overall length of 

the vessel and was located amidships requiring the provision of two holds each 

served by separate winches and other machinery.19 Illustrations of the vessel 

have not been found, though the 110 feet long (33.5m.), PS Loch Lomond 

which was built in 1845 by the same Company and is mentioned in the 

specifications of the SS Xantho, is expected to bear a family and temporal 

14 Lloyds Register of British Shipping, Annals of Lloyds Register, (Wyman and Sons, London, 1884), p.76. 
15 ibid., p.78. 
16 The iron barge Vulcan built in 1818 was still in operation in 1875 and the iron paddle-steamer Marquis 
Wellesley built in 1823 was still afloat 34 years later, for example. See McCarthy, M., The Iron Hull, A Brief 
History of Iron Shipbuilding. In McCarthy, M., (ed) Iron Ships and Steam Shipwrecks. Papers from the first 
Australian Seminar on the Management of Iron Vessels and Steam Shipwrecks. (W.A. Museum, Perth, (l988a), 
pp. 219, 220. The iron Barque Santiago which lies as an intact hulk in South Australian waters was built in 
1855 and was still afloat in 1945 after 90 years of service. Newsletter of the Society for Underwater Historical 
Research. (Nov. 1988) pp.7-1O. Thus at 23 years of age the SS Xantho was not of necessity worn out 
17 Lyon, DJ., The Denny List, (National Maritime Museum, London, 1975), p.l8, Henderson, (1988) op. cit., 
pp 119-124, & The 'Moor Collection' in the possession of Mr D. I. Moor of Hertfordshire, England, which 
contains the Specifications and builders contract for the vessel. SS Xantho Specifications and Builder's Contract, 
Moor Collection, Hertfordshire England. Copy on W.A. Museum file, SS Xantho, 9(19. 
18McCarthy, M. The Excavation of the SS Xantho. (W.A. Museum Report, in prep). 
19 SS Xantho. Certificate of British Registry. (Steamers), 411848, Port of Anstruther. 1/11/1848, PRO: BT 
107/453. Copy on file 9(19, WA Maritime Museum. Fractions ofa foot were expressed in tenths or decimals 
and not inches in these registers, as one would expect. 
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resemblance. An illustration of the PS Loch Lomond appears in figure as an 

indication of the possible appearance of the SS Xantho. 

Figure 32 

PS Loch Lomond, a vessel of the same size, period and from the same 

shipyard as the SS Xantho. 

The hull of the PS Xantho cost £1,570 to construct and the machinery cost 

£1,700. The whole venture returned a total profit of £279-12-0 to the 

builders.2o 

PS Xantho was given the official number of 7802 and the first owners were 

the elected trustees of a joint stock company called the Anstruther & Leith 

Steamshipping Company. In this period Xantho is recorded in the Mercantile 

Navy List as allowed for use on rivers and partly smooth waters only.21 In 

August 1860, it was sold and transferred from the port of Anstruther to 

Scarborough. 22 In July 1864, after nearly 20 years of operation in sheltered 

waters, the register was transferred to Wick and the vessel is recorded in the 

20 Lyon, Ope cit., p.1l8. 
21 Henderson, (1988), op. cit., quoting the Mercantile Navy List, 1857. 
22 SS Xantho. Certt'icate of Registry. 811860. Scarborough, PRO, BT 108/67 :262. Copy on file 9n9, W.A. 
Maritime Museum. 
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Mercantile Navy list of that year as being allowed on excursions to sea, and 

under this licence it completed a number of successful coasting voyages. 

Thus PS Xantho had a successful career operating as a paddle steamer 

around 'sheltered' Scottish waters until transferred to Wick where it again 

proved successful on a number of voyages to the open sea. Then after a total of 

23 years of service in Scottish waters, it was sold to a Mr Robert Stewart a 

'Metal Merchant' (or scrap dealer) of Glasgow.23 Stewart had the stem altered 

and the vessel refitted and lengthened to 116.3 feet (35.44 metres). The paddle 

engines and machinery were removed from their position amidships and were 

replaced with a new boiler, a three bladed propeller, new pumps, and a 60 

Horse Power, horizontal engine which had been built in 1861 by John Penn & 

Son, one of Britain's best known engineering firms;24 In shifting the engine 

room aft and in utilizing the compact horizontal engine, the machinery space 

was reduced from 9.6 metres. in length to 7 metres. By this means the cargo 

space was increased and relocated forward and could be serviced by one deck 

winch, (see wreck site plan, figure 35). A comparison of this configuration 

with that of the early paddle-steamers such as the PS Loch Lomond with the 

cargo space fore and aft of the machinery is quite interesting, from the point of 

view of the efficiencies to be had with such an arrangement. 

Being built of iron, newly refitted, with a large carrying capacity, with new 

pumps and boiler and powered by one of John Penn's engines that was almost 

unused and was acknowledged as a 'masterpiece of workmanship' ,25 the SS 

Xantho would have appeared an attractive proposition to one such as 

Broadhurst without any real knowledge of the industry. As a result the vessel 

was subsequently purchased by him. The impending arrival of the SS Xantho 

was a matter of great interest to a Colony long awaiting the advent of steam 

transport in the coastal trade. 

23SS Xantho Certificate of Registry. Glascow 6111871, PRO, BT 108/250: 262, Copy on file 9/79, W.A. 
Maritime Museum. 
24 Certificate of Registry, 1871, op. cit. For easily understood definitions of the various indicators of 
Horsepower used in the period. (HP. IHP. NHP) see Rivett. N., The Naval Steam Reciprocating Engine. (The 
Naval Historical Society of Australia, Sydney, NO) pp. 52-55. 
25/nquirer, 25/111873. 
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(in Steamships in Colonial Western Australia. 

Broadhurst's decision to purchase a steamer for the Western Australian 

coast was certainly timely and not an unrealistic notion. 

Steam was not an entirely new phenomenon on the waters of Western 

Australia when Broadhurst purchased the Xantho. Small paddle steamers were 

operating on the Swan River as early as 1854 and large wooden steamers had 

called into port en route to distant shores around the same time.26 Steam was a 

common feature in much of the rest of the world and in the Eastern States of 

Australia. By 1871, when the Xantho left for Western Australia, the first 

steamers were over half a century 01d.27 The populace of Western Australia, 

were therefore not ignorant of steam power, especially as such technology was 

common on the land and in industry, as well as on the river. There was also a 

general dissatisfaction with the existing mode of transport via small coastal 

sailing traders. 

Part of the reason for the discontent with existing circumstances can be 

traced to the peculiar circumstances then in operation that saw Fremantle and 

Perth without a regular steam connection with the Eastern States. As a result of 

a feasibility survey by the P. & O. Company, which had just been awarded an 

eight year contract to conduct a regular run from Southampton to Australia, 

Fremantle was considered to be an unsuitable port and was abandoned in favour 

of King George Sound (Albany). Mails and passengers from the Eastern States 

and overseas were then conveyed between Albany and Fremantle by sailing 

coaster or by carriage overland from Albany. 

With steam a regular feature of overseas routes and with a general 

dissatisfaction with the need to travel via small coasting steamers, there was 

clearly a need for steam communication between the various ports on the 

Western Australian coast by the time Broadhurst made his decision to purchase 

26 Including the iron hulled, former screw steamer, Les Trois Amis. See Parsons, R., Steamships in Colonial 
Western Australia. (Private Publication, Magill, S.A., 1973), pp. 13 et. seq. & Parsons R, Ships Registered at 
Fremantle before 1900. (Private Publication, Lobethal, S.A., 1971). 
27 McCarthy, M., A Brief History of Marine Steam Propulsion with Special Reference to the Trunk Engine 
Type. (1988b.), In McCarthy, M., (ed) (1988) op. cit, pp. 200-203. 
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the SS Xantho. Despite this, though the government had been favour of 

supporting the establishment of steam communication for many years, it was 

not in a position to assist those willing to set up in the industry. William 

Harvey's request for a subsidy required to run a steamer out of Camden 

Harbour, for example, received encouragement but a polite refusal in 1862.28 

The prospectuses of both the Camden Harbour Pastoral Association and the 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company were published in 1864 and both referred to 

the intention of purchasing a steamer at £3000 to ply between Camden Harbour 

and the Straits Settlements. In 1867, following an enquiry from the manager of 

the Australasian Steam Navigation Company, the Government indicated that it 

recognized the 'great advantages' that would result from the establishment of 

coasting steamers.!t was also indicated that it was 'prepared to offer every 

assistance' to those intending to do so, but despite this it was still unable to offer 

the subsidy required to make such a venture profitable.29 In February 1869 

1869, L.C. Burges publicly indicated his desire to float a steamship company, 

and in June 1870, a prospectus was issued by a group of unnamed businessmen 

for a company wishing to operate one or two steamships on the coast.30 The 

matter was raised in the debates of the Legislative Council and there was a 

concern in the light of the isolation of the Nickol Bay settlement a~d its 

proximity to the Straits Settlements that the area could 'become virtually 

separated' from the south by being forced to deal entirely with those areas)1 In 

August 1871, the Legislative Council proposed a subsidy of £2000 pounds per 

annum, for a steamer to run between Albany and Champion Bay (Geraldton) 

on a monthly basis)2 In April 1872, just as Broadhurst and the SS Xantho 

arrived on this coast, Messrs Connor and McKay of New Zealand submitted a 

proposal to the government for a monthly mail service between Albany and 

28 See Prospectus of the Camden Harbour Pastoral and Agricultural Association in Chapter 3. 
29 CSO to Manager ASN Co., Sydney 141211867, in response to an inquiry of 9 January. Letters forwarded to 
Settlers, Ace 49, Vol 39. 
30 Inquirer, 24/2/1869 & 29/6/1870. 
31 ibid .• 26/4/187l. 
32 ibid .• 16/8/1871. 



260 

Champion Bay via Bunbury and Fremantle.33 From figures supplied 

them by the government it was estimated that once a steamer link was 

established, one third of the coastal trade would be carried by steam over the 

period 1873-5. The potential income from the coastal steamer trade was 

estimated at £4899 for the first year, reaching £7080 by 1875. Costs were 

estimated at £12030 per annum, which with a government subsidy of £4000 per 

annum still represented a loss for the first three years at least. Despite the 

projected losses, Connor and Mackay decided to embark on the venture and in 

September 1872, after Broadhurst had arrived with the SS Xantho. they entered 

into a contract with the Government to establish a fixed steamer service on the 

South coast. They then expended £14,000 on the purchase of a near new 211 

ton, 46 metre long iron screw steamer Georgette, which arrived on the coast in 

September 1873.34 The figures help put the relatively small costs of around 

£4,500 for the 23 year old, 35 metre long, 110 ton, iron screw steamer Xantho 

into some perspective. They also help explain why a subsidy was needed to 

profitably operate a regular service to a fixed timetable over a long coastline 

offering relatively limited cargoes. In contrast, the receipt of a subsidy was not 

a requirement in Broadhurst's operation of the much smaller Xantho. Unlike 

the owners of the Georgette who were prepared to be bound to a fixed 

timetable, Broadhurst wanted to service his own requirements as a major 

priority. In not being bound to a timetable he was able to opt for a 

comparatively old, small and relatively cheap, ostensibly well engineered 

vessel, one that could be more appropriately categorized as a general purpose 

'tramp' steamer. 

(Hi) Broadhurst and the SS Xantho 

Thus, Broadhurst's decision to purchase an iron vessel as opposed to a 

wooden hull can then be seen to have had some logic. The wisdom of choosing 

33Henderson. G. J., (1977), op. ch .• p. 191. 
34 ibid. 
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the SS Xantho in 1871 when it was already 23 years old is debatable, though it 

will be shown that the decision was not entirely without merit. 

Despite the relatively large capital outlay of £4500 for an individual 

businessman, Broadhurst does not appear to have made public any prior 

intention of purchasing a steamer when he left for England in 1871.35 Nothing 

appears in the official records or in family notes and reminiscences on the 

matter. In the light of the failure Broadhurst was then having in the pearling 

industry, questions also arise as to his source of funds. He claimed. in a letter to 

the Colonial Secretary which was penned on the voyage from Scotland to 

Fremantle that he was entirely on his own account in the purchase and fitting 

out of the Xantho.36 

As he appears to have failed in pearling up to 1871 when he left for 

England, that industry does not appear to be the source of his funds and 

attention must be paid to the other potential sources. One distinct possibility is 

the sale of his flocks and pastoral leases in the North-West as indicated in the 

section on Broadhurst and the pastoral industry. As no mention of him 

operating as a pastora!ist appears after 1871, there is a distinct possibility that 

this may have occurred and that the sale of his flocks and interests at the 

Maitland River at Nickol Bay may have part financed the purchase of the 

vessel. Another source of funds may have been the sale of his stock and land in 

Victoria. 

On the other hand, his family in England may have assisted)7 While in 

England in 1871, the year he purchased the vessel, he would have visited his 

newly married sister Mary Louisa who was wed earlier in the same year to Sir 

Joseph Whitworth, the noted and financially very well positioned engineer)8 

He then went to Glasgow, either to purchase a vessel or to attend the funeral of 

his sister Frances Marris Higginbotham who died there on 1 October 1871.39 

35 Broadhurst indicates in his letters that the outlay was his own. Broadhurst to Col. Sec., 25/10/1871, CSO 
527, 1885/1182, Ace 527, BL. 
36 ibid. 
37 As his parents had both died some time previous they are not expected to have been the source of his funds. 
38Lee, op. cit., p.169. 
39 Brummitt, Broadhurst Family Tree, reproduced earlier in text. 
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Which of the two was his prime purpose for visiting Glasgow not known. Of 

particular interest is the death of his sister. An illustration of her home 

shown in figure 33, and she was clearly in a good financial situation when she 

died. Broadhurst may have been one of the beneficiaries of her will, but in 

similar fashion to the other potential sources mentioned above, whether this 

avenue proved one of the sources of his funds for the purchase of the vessel is 

not known. 

Figure 33 

Broadhurst's sister's home 'Killamont' in Glasgow40 

Whatever the reason for being in Glasgow and whatever his source of funds, 

it was there that he purchased the SS Xantho. The first master of the newly 

fitted screw steamer was aD. Colquhonne, but soon after on 11 October 1871, 

the time when Broadhurst was about to sail, Ernest Denicke was appointed 

master. 

Broadhurst then sailed in it from Glasgow via Queenstown (Cobh), Ireland. 

There on 25 October 1871 he wrote a letter to the Colonial Secretary stating : 

4Oprom Brummitt, (in Prep), op. cit. 



We had bad weather across the channel and have had a 
fair trial of the Xantho. I am well pleased with her she 
is a first rate sea boat and works well every way ... I 
have gone to a heavy expense already £4500 and it will 
cost a good deal more before I reach my destination .. '! 
sincerely hope that we shall make it successful this time, 
I think I am entitled to it. I carry five boats on deck and 
120 tons of coal, thirty tons of stores, whaling gear and 
everything that my experience would suggest .. .! have 
good agents in Singapore and Batavia (connections of 
my own family) ... One of the largest shell buyers in 
England will buy every shell I can get by telegraph 
from Singapore. I think I have done my part so far 
pretty well and thank God. I am entirely on my own 
account. I rely on your government for any moral 
support they can give me; they at all events have always 
been as liberal to me as they could else, I would never 
have entered into a heavy speculation like this by 
myself.41 
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Broadhurst applied the same day from Queenstown for a lease to the Shark 

Bay pearl fishery and to Delambre, Bedout and Malus Islands at Nickol Bay. 

(Figures 12 & 24), Though Broadhurst's applications were favoured by the 

Colonial Secretary and he soon began work in Shark Bay, he was unsuccessful 

in obtaining a lease to any of the small islands. At the time they were leased by 

others and could not be handed over. Broadhurst's reason for obtaining the 

requested leases were (by the indications of the gear carried on the Xantho) for 

the purposes of pursuing the pearling, turtle shell and whaling industries out of 

Nickol Bay and the pearling industry out of Shark Bay at the same time. By this 

means, the high costs of operating the Xantho could be recouped by using it not 

only to carry shell, boats and men to and from the pearling grounds, but in the 

whaling and turtle shelling industries and as a trading vessel for the coastal and 

straits settlements as the occasion allowed. 

As indicated in the section on pearling earlier, Broadhurst held a favoured 

position with the government and was held in high regard for his continuing 

efforts in developing the North-West. The arrival of the SS Xantho 

strengthened that position and in the context of his application for the lease to 

41 Broadhurst to Col. Sec. 25/10/1871, op. cit. 
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the islands above it was stated by the Surveyor General that a 'preference will 

always be shown to him if he occupies the island in any way that beneficial to 

the progress of settlement' .42 

Having despatched the mail to the Colonial Government from Ireland, the 

SS Xantho itself proceeded there. They travelled via Gibraltar, Malta, the Suez 

Canal, and Galle (in Sri Lanka) leaving there on 24 January. The news of the 

steamer's impending arrival preceded the vessel and the expectant local press 

gave vent to their feelings in a short notice headed 'a steamer at last. '43 The 

vessel then went on to Singapore, Surabaya and Batavia (now Jakarta) where 

they arrived in late March. After coaling and engaging 'Malay' divers there, 

the vessel continued onto the pearling grounds of Western Australia and onto 

Broadhurst's pearling station at Bannangarra where he established a camp and 

coconut plantation. Figures 24 & 28. There the divers and other goods were 

off-loaded. The vessel finally called at Port Wa1cott around April 1872 where 

the Governor, on a visit to the area on board HMS Cossack, had hoped to meet 

Broadhurst and to convey to him personally news of his applications for the 

Shark Bay Fishery and the off shore islands.44 Confusion over the expected 

arrival time of the Xantho prevented the proposed meeting and the Governor 

departed after renaming the harbour in Butcher's inlet at Nickol Bay, Cossack. 

Broadhurst progressed on down to Champion Bay arriving there on 11 May 

at the close of the Pearling season. The local populace and the Geraldton 

Correspondent were suitably impressed with the vessel as the following will 

indicate. 

The Xantho a small steamer recently purchased by Mr 
C.E. Broadhurst and intended for the Pearl Fishery, 
called at the Bay Saturday morning, on her way to 
Fremantle. Such a novelty as a veritable steamer in our 
waters attracted crowds to the Jetty, and as the little 
vessel lay alongside for several hours, the curious had 
ample time to inspect her. 45 

42 Malcolm Fraser, the Surveyor General, L&S, Letters Forwarded to Officials, 1872-1187. RN, 44/43, BL 
431nquirer, 14/2/1872. 
44CSQ, 1885/1182, Ace 527, BL. 
45/nquirer, 22/5/1872. 
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Broadhurst had difficulty obtaining coal at a reasonable price and the only 

fuel available was offered at £4 per ton, a figure which was sarcastically 

attacked in the local press. Despite the problems with the supplies of coal, it 

was considered that, 'one or even two steamboats would pay well on our coast' 

Broadhurst and the SS Xantho proceeded on down and arrived at Fremantle on 

14 May to be greeted in the local press as, 

a smart little steamer ... owned by our enterprising 
speculator Mr Broadhurst who has brought her from 
England for employment in the pearl fishery and, I 
suppose, in the general coast trade as well.46 

Some confusion is evident in the press understanding of the capacities and 

suitability of the vessel and in regard to Broadhurst's intentions for the vesse1.47 

Pearling and 'coasting purposes' were the two purposes most mentioned in the 

press and it was also noted that Broadhurst had accepted an offer from Mr 

Padbury to convey live stock to the 'Straits Settlements'. 48 The pearling 

industry was Broadhurst's prime concern however and the comment was made 

that, as the vessel had been purchased for the purpose of carting shell via 

Singapore, there were concerns that the shell would 'go there direct' and thus 

be of no benefit to the Colony.49 

The Xantho was then 'shown off' to the expectant colony and travelled to 

Mangles Bay at Rockingham on unspecified business.50 It then left Fremantle on 

June 10 for Batavia via Champion Bay and Port Walcott, with 16 passengers, a 

police constable, his Aboriginal aide, four Aboriginal prisoners and an assorted 

cargo of spirits, tobacco, rams, potatoes, timber and shingles.51 

46 Inquirer, 15/5/1872. 
47 The Inquirer on the arrival of the vessel highly praised it, (15/5/1872) but on it's demise was less effusive, 
(25/111873). 
481nquirer, 15/5/1872, 14/2/1872 & the Herald. 4/5/1872, state that the vessel was intended for the pearl shell 
fishery & the Inquirer of 22/5/1872 refers to the vessel's use in the general coasting trade and in the transport of 
livestock to the 'Straits Settlements'. 
49 Inquirer. 14/2/1872. 
50 Taggart, N., Rockingham Looks Back, (Rockingham District Historical Society, 1984), p.71. 
51 Inquirer. 121611872. 
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They struck bad weather soon after arriving at Champion Bay however, and 

a copy of the vessel's log shows that Broadhurst stated that he considered 

himself 'fortunate in having saved the vessel at all, twice I gave her up for 

lost' .52The storm was of such force as to drive the other vessels then in port 

ashore. 

Without the aid of secure government moorings, Xantho was forced, during 

the storm, which began on 14 June, to steam at half speed with two anchors set 

to prevent it going ashore. It appeared that the anchors continued to drag 

despite this and the vessel was forced to continually run ahead and reset them. 

In the process of doing so the engines consumed over £100 pounds worth of 

coal. On 22 June, it was noted that the pawl bits on the vessels capstan had 

gone, as had the stock of the best anchor. On the next day the starboard chain 

parted and full steam was required to save the situation. In a letter on the 

matter, Broadhurst urged the government to attend to the question of a 

mooring at Champion Bay and to extend the jetty, which was in his opinion too 

smalL Broadhurst also offered to pay his share of the improvements.53 As 

evidence that he was operating the vessel to a plan, he also indicated that, when 

they returned from Batavia some time around August, it would 'stay on the 

pearl fishery' and would remain there till the end of September when it would 

be placed on the coast between Champion Bay, Fremantle, Bunbury and 'The 

Vasse' (Busselton). 

By 26 June, the storm had abated and on 2 July, they proceeded on north to 

Batavia via the pearling grounds.54 There, they would have loaded the vessel 

with every available shell that had been collected in the season for consignment 

via Singapore to Broadhurst's buyer in London. At Batavia, Broadhurst also 

improved the vessel's accommodation, replenished his coal supplies and loaded 

with 'Malays' and saleable goods including what was later classed as 

contraband. 55 

52Broadhurst to Col. Sec .• In/l872, eso, 727n6, BL. 
53 ibid. 
54 Inquirer, 23/10/1872. 
55 eSR, 752129-34, BL. 
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They returned from there to Broadhurst's pearling bases at Bannangarra, 

east of Nickol Bay and at Port Hedland. After a period servicing his needs 

there, there they proceeded on down to Port Walcott where Broadhurst sold 

cigars and brandy to his friend Sholl. Broadhurst was exempt from duty for 

necessary stores landed at Bannangarra in accordance to a letter he had 

received from the Governor.56 In typical fashion, however Broadhurst 

personally extended the exemption to a case of 'bonded' tobacco liable to £82 

customs duty, creating great problems for Sholl, who was told the duty would 

be paid at Fremantle. The issue became a great embarrassment to Sholl, who 

claimed he was acting under a policy stating that 'every latitude must be 

allowed in such cases' .57 Sholl was fortunate not to have had the irate Collector 

of Customs in Perth debit the loss to his own account. The incident was likened 

to 'a case of smuggling' by the 'Collector' who called for the removal of the 

'indulgence' granted to Broadhurst and noted the potential for ill feeling from 

those less well favoured. Broadhurst then proceeded down the coast after 

offering to transport Sholl' s wife Mary, free of charge and en route called in to 

the Flying Foam Passage where his men were working some newly found pearl 

beds. There, like all the other vessels in the vicinity, SS Xantho was allowed to 

rest on the bottom at low tide and possibly remained in that position until the 

next high tide. 58 

Xantho then departed in September for Geraldton, as planned. The vessel's 

agents for the Geraldton area were H. Gray and Company, and while awaiting 

its arrival, they advertised that she was under 'positive engagement' to call at 

the Champion Bay Sea Jetty and would leave there for Fremantle. They stated 

that the vessel was suited for the transport of sheep and the vessel would be 

'kept constantly in the trade between Fremantle and Champion bay if sufficient 

inducement offers. '59 Broadhurst also indicated that the vessel would call at the 

Pelsart Fishery indicating his interest in either establishing or servicing a 

56 CSR, 752/34, BL. 
57 CSR, 752/33, BL. 
58 Report of Enquiry into the loss of the Xantho, (See Following). 
59 Inquirer, 2/10/1872. 
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fishery there. At Geraldton, the Xantho received orders proceed back to 

nearby Port Gregory to load a cargo of lead ore for the Barque Zephyr. 

Though an outport for the lead mines, bay whaling, and pastoral industries 

in the area, Port Gregory was narrow, experienced a very strong current and 

was notoriously dangerous for sailing vessels. It was however, admirably suited 

for use by a small steamer such as the SS Xantho. 60 

On the basis of the trends becoming apparent in the evidence above, it 

appears that Broadhurst operated the vessel to a plan. It was to be primarily 

used to service Broadhurst's pearling establishments and to transport shell and 

was to be utilized secondarily and when not needed to service his other interests 

on the coast. Broadhurst had also indicated his desire to enter the Shark Bay 

pearl fishery and was in operation in early 1873. Though the movements 

summarized above are over too short a period to firmly establish a pattern, the 

indications are that at the end of the pearling season Le somewhere around June 

of 1873 he would have sent the vessel from Fremantle to the pearl beds at 

Shark Bay and on to his base at Bannangarra. The purposes of such a voyage 

would have been, to carry any available pearls and shell from both Shark Bay 

and the Nickol Bay region to his agents for transhipment to Singapore and 

England. On the same voyage he would return his labourers to their homes. At 

Batavia he would have obtained more coal, conducted repairs, and obtained 

more men, stores, and saleable goods for the return the voyage home. In doing 

so he would also have picked up any freight offering. 

It also appears that the short run between Port Gregory and Geraldton in the 

carriage of goods to large sailing vessels waiting at Geraldton may have proved 

a very useful sideline for Broadhurst if the SS Xantho had not sunk on the first 

voyage from that port. 

(iv) The Loss of the Steamship Xantho 

On the afternoon of 13 November the vessel left Geraldton for Port 

Gregory on the first of these 'irregular' coasting voyages. Xantho had on board 

60 Totty, D.,Wrecks of Western Australia's Central Mainland Coast. (Private Publication, 1986). Copy at the 
W.A. Maritime Museum and the Battye Library. 
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a crew of 15, these included the Master Captain Denicke, Joseph Taquer, late 

Master of the Arabian acting as pilot, and a William Smith, also a Master 

Mariner, acting as second mate. At Port Gregory, they were chartered to load a 

cargo of 100 tons of lead ore from the Geraldine Mine at 15 shillings per ton 

and to return it to the barque Zephyr which was then lying back at Geraldton.61 

Once the cargo was off-loaded there and (most likely) replaced with another 

the intention was to then proceed on down to Fremantle. Eighty three of the 

intended 100 tons of lead ore were loaded and this was topped with wool and 

whale oil from the nearby district and bay whaling establishments.62 The vessel 

left Port Gregory for Champion Bay at 9.40 p.m. on the night of 16 November 

heading into a strong South Easterly breeze and a heavy sea. When it left port, 

it was about 20 centimetres down hy the bow despite part of the cargo having 

been re-positioned aft and the remaining 17 tons of ore having been left behind. 

It appears that the decks leaked a good deal throughout the vessel's Western 

Australian career. This, the head-wind, heavy seas, and the fact that the vessel 

was down by the head, all combined to place the vessel in a precarious position 

three hours after it left Port Gregory. To make matters worse, as it was 

originally down by the bow when it left Port Gregory, the progressive influx 

of water served to make the Xantho push even more bow down into the waves 

and also served to raise the stem where the pumps were located. The vessel had 

supposedly watertight bulkheads, however and the situation apparently did not 

serve to greatly alarm the crew.63 The first mate, Augustus Thistleton described 

the events that followed at the inquiry into the loss of the vessel and at which 

the Master, Captain Ernest Denicke, was charged with a neglect of duty and 

incompetence. Thistleton's evidence indicates that the intake of water was 

initially a slow process of little consequence until sudden hull failure occurred 

and the vessel began to sink. 

61 Habgood Papers, 12/11/1872, 813/A, BL. 
62Heppingstone, I.D. Whaling at Port Gregory, PR 7666, BL. 
63 SS Xantho specifications, op. cit. 



It was my watch until twelve that night. During my 
watch the vessel was not taking in water more than I had 
before seen her do in a head sea. I was down the fore 
compartment about half past eleven I did not notice any 
water in the fore-compartment. The Xantho' s decks 
leaked a good deal .... I did not consider it excessive. I 
had before seen her taking as much water. I am clear 
there was no noticeable difference in the vessel's trim at 
twelve to what it was when leaving Port Gregory. I 
went to my berth (at 12) on being relieved. At five 
minutes past I was called by the Captain... On going 
forward I found the whole of the forepart of the ship 
under water it being level with the combings of the fore 
hatch, there was as near as possible a difference of 
elevation between the stem and the stem of 7 feet. Part 
of the lead was thrown overboard to lighten the vessel. 
The engine pumps were going but were of no use, the 
water being all forward. There were no pumps in the 
forepart of the ship. We reached Port Gregory at a 
quarter to four on the 17th. We went in the Hero 
Passage. She took the ground about 10 minutes after 
entering the passage when abreast the Gold Digger 
Passage. The water then began to go aft. It was not more 
than 15 or 20 minutes after the water began to run aft 
that the fires in the engine room were put out by it. The 
vessel then settled down. The pumps were then useless ... 
The Xantho was ashore in the Flying Foam passage on 
the voyage from Point Wa1cott, I did not think she 
received injury there to account for leakage On the 
night of the 16th. We had a very heavy head sea while 
rounding the West Cape she then had about 18 inches in 
her fore-compartment It was bailed out at the time. The 
fore-compartment was sound. The bulkhead of the fore
compartment was about 15 ft. from the stem.64 

270 

Alexander Maquis, first engineer, had examined the hull on an earlier 

occasion when the vessel was on the beach at Port Wa1cott, and noted that rivets 

had 'gone amidships' about a metre from the keel. He replaced those that he 

found to be faulty and indicated to the court, that as far as he could see the 

plates were in good order. Taquer stated that he would not have taken the 

vessel to sea in the trim that it was in as it had no chance to 'rise' to the sea. 

The vessel's design may also have been unsuitable. As it was originally designed 

and licensed for use in inland waters it may have had the very 'fine' bows 

64Correspondence relating to the loss of the steamship Xanlho, and evidence at the court of enquiry. CSO, 
727/233-275, BL. 
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common to river and lake steamers and subsequently could not adequately 'rise' 

to a strong head sea. Though Broadhurst stated that they 'had a good trial' of 

the vessel out of Scotland, the heavy cargo taken on at Port Gregory may have 

helped exacerbate the failings inherent in a vessel which was not only leaking 

badly, but was also originally designed for use in sheltered waters. 

Figure 34 

Port Gregory, showing the position of the wreck of the SS Xantho 65 
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Denicke in his defence explained that the method of stowage of the ore was 

not at fault and stated Broadhurst stopped him throwing any more from the 

vessel on the way back to Port Gregory as he apparently preferred to 'save the 

cargo rather than the ship'. 66 He added that when they were cleaning the hull at 

65port Gregory, 1: 20,000, AUS 74l. 
66CSO, 7271252, BL. 
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Batavia (Jakarta), three of the plates in the fore part of the the hull were 

scraped through and required replacement. On the basis of the evidence, the 

Court found that the steamer was not lost by any default, neglect of duty or 

incompetence on the part of the master and that his certificate was duly 

returned. 

Following the wreck, Denicke and his crew went to Geraldton apparently 

with orders to advertise the sale of the vessel. Broadhurst followed and there 

wrote to the Colonial Secretary, asking for the provision of diving apparatus as 

soon as possible.67 This indicates that Broadhurst himself had by then dispensed 

with the idea of using 'diving apparatus' in the pearling industry and did not 

have any equipment, or men experienced with the gear, aboard the Xantho or 

at his bases in the North. Broadhurstalso requested that Edward Thompson, the 

diver who he had working in the Adur, be sent from Fremantle. He also 

secured the services of another diver at Geraldton and asked the government 

for the loan of labour in the form of prisoners. He added that the loss of the 

vessel was a heavy blow especially as he felt that the insurance policy on the 

vessel that he had taken out in England had lapsed. He realized that this may 

have occurred about a fortnight before the loss of the vessel and had sent an 

urgent letter home to rectify the situation.68 

An examination of the wreck was made from the surface, on 25 November, 

on 10 December, and between 18-22 December. The fore deck was 3-4 metres 

underwater and the afterdeck lay about 1 metre below the surface. The engine 

room, cabin, skylights and cabin companion had been washed overboard. The 

main deck had partly broken up and had washed away as had the bulwarks. The 

reports concluded that the vessel was a total wreck and should be sold.69 By 

December diving apparatus had been obtained and Broadhurst had got a diver 

from the Victoria. He also hired the Arabian for use at the site. They would 

have then been set to work salvaging the lead ore and gear from the wreck 

though a Mr Mitchell advised against entering into any salvage arrangement 

67 Broadhurst to Col. Sec., 20/11/1872, eso, 727/33, BL. 
68ibid. 
69 eso, 727/268, BL. 
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67 Broadhurst to Col. Sec .• 20/11/1872, eso, 727/33, BL. 
68ibid. 
69 eso, 727/268, BL. 
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with Broadhurst on the basis that it might be 'misconstrued',7o January 

1873, Mitchell indicated that he also had the services of a competent diver and 

that if his suit could be kept watertight, there would not be too much difficulty 

in recovering the ore. There was some urgency in the matter as the wreck was 

slowly filling with sand. Despite this the divers appear to have performed their 

tasks well. The list of the gear landed on the beach and later sold at auction was 

quite substantial,71 and the excavations which were conducted in 1985 also 

showed that the wreck was almost totally devoid of artefacts. This indicates that 

the divers performed their tasks very satisfactorily though considerable 

quantities of the ore remain. Broadhurst then sought tenders for the raising of 

the vessel in March of 1873 but nothing eventuated due possibly to the ingress 

of sand.72 

Little is known about events (if any) that followed and it appears that the SS 

Xantho was quickly forgotten by all except those navigating the narrow channel 

in which it lay,?3 In 1875, for example, Commander W.E. Archdeacon, Royal 

Navy marked the site on a chart of the area that he was preparing with the 

notation, 'submerged wreck'. Archdeacon does not name the vessel in his notes 

but describes the location exactly and expressed the belief that as a sand-bar was 

encroaching over the site, that it would soon be engulfed.74 It is clear that by 

then the wreck had been abandoned by all, including Broadhurst, and soon 

became lost to living memory. 

Thus on the basis of the historical evidence alone, it appears that the SS 

Xantho was lost through old age, hull failure, and incorrect loading. In 

purchasing this particular vessel, Broadhurst had made a very costly error. 

70Mitchell to Habgood, 16/1/1873, Habgood papers, op. cit. 
7lTbis included, a complete set of sails with running gear, anchors, 81 fathoms of chain, boat davits, 
lifebuoys, a barometer, thermometers, salinometers, navigation lights, fenders, a large ships bell, 
portable forge. three compasses, a patent log, engine room tools, 2 clocks, lamps, a telescope, and a 
13' dinghy. Inquirer, 512/1873. 
72Heraid. 5/4/1873. 
73 The master of the salt ship SS Kurnalpi requested the removal of the wreck with explosives in 1911 as it was 
obstructing the passage. It appears somewhat fortuitously that his request was ignored as the engine has since 
been raised and will become a major exhibit by the W.A. Museum. 
74 Archdeacon, Cmdr., W. E., RN, Australia West Coast, Shoal Point 28 0 South to Flinder's Bay, 1879), p.6 & 
on Admiralty Chart No. 2. Western Australian coast 



274 

This assessment matches that of the correspondent of the Herald newspaper who 

claimed 

her hull is weather beaten and worn out... The vessel 
was simply swamped through her unfitness from age, 
service and other causes to carry the freight with which 
she was laden.75 

(v) The Abandonment of the crew of the SS Xantho 

Broadhurst is claimed by the contemporary press to have abandoned his 

crew to their own devices when the vessel was lost. In fairness it needs to be 

noted, that there appears to have been considerable confusion leading up to the 

claims and Broadhurst was also acting in 'straightened circumstances' having 

lost his uninsured vessel and its contents. He may not have had the resources 

necessary to pay his men the relatively large sum of around £600 owing, or to 

attend to their needs.76 Despite the mitigating circumstances, his behaviour in 

the light of the loss of his vessel casts considerable doubt on his integrity and 

his attitude to his employees. This apparently deplorable aspect of Broadhurst's 

business dealings will now be examined. 

It appears that Broadhurst directed Denicke to advertise the steamer for sale 

immediately on his arrival at Champion Bay, but when he arrived, the Master 

found that he had 'no means of advertising there'. Broadhurst arrived a few 

days later around 20 November, but in realizing that he would not receive a 

good price for the vessel at Geraldton, he 'took no steps to sell the vessel')7 

This is quite understandable from his point of view, but by doing so, 

Broadhurst apparently had little funds at his disposal and could not, or would 

not pay the arrears of wages. When summonsed by the Chief Mate for 

payment, it was stated that Broadhurst quietly quitted Geraldton the day before 

the case was to be heard, leaving his men without money or instructions. On the 

75 Herald. 25/1/1873. 
76 Herald. 8/2/1873. 
77 Wrecks sold at remote locations or at poorly attended sale often went for ridiculously low prices. The Inquirer 
25/1/1873 estimated that the engines and machinery alone cost in excess of £1500. Broadhurst could not have 
hoped to have got a buyer at anywhere near that price in Fremantle let alone Geraldton with a much smaller 
population. 
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advice of the Resident Magistrate at Champion Bay, Denicke and all of 

crew, bar four 'Malay' seamen, then followed Broadhurst to Fremantle. the 

meantime, Broadhurst had arrived in Fremantle, and on 9 December 

Broadhurst wrote to the Colonial Secretary and advised him of his intention to 

go back to Port Gregory via Champion Bay. He also asked that the enquiry into 

the loss of the vessel be held there to ensure a proper hearing of the case.78 He 

then departed for the stricken vessel and, on the day he left, his crew arrived in 

Fremantle in search of him. Probably unaware of their actions and in the 

expectation of finding them at Geraldton, Broadhurst left no money or 

instructions for them. In the confusion, Denicke understandably concluded 

'surely we are justified in the supposition that he was trying to elude us'. 

Denicke then claimed to have a lega! right to sell the vessel and claimed that he 

could, give a legal title for it when sold.79 The local press got to hear of the 

plight of the men and in taking up their case, the correspondent brought to the 

attention of the readers the vastly differing treatment of survivors from the 

barque Hoki Tika which was lost off Cape Leeuwin at the same time and those 

from the steamship Xantho. 80 The crew appealed to various Colonial Offices 

for assistance, and when this was refused they followed Broadhurst and the 

four 'Malays' left at Champion Bay were left to wander about hungry and 

penniless. The whole affair was denounced in the press as 'a barbarous outrage 

on humanity'. That criticism was repeated in the following edition and 

Broadhurst, who was not mentioned by name, was accused of failing to 

discharge the men from his service and to pay them their dues.81 The 

correspondent, who had clearly taken up the issue with a vengeance, then went 

on to urge that the Master sell the vessel by public auction. He also added, that 

there was no reason why the wreck should not fetch a good price as the Xantho 

should be 'worth something for old iron' and that the engines could bring at a 

public auction as much as would pay the arrears in wages. Denicke decided to 

78Broadhurst to Col. Sec., 9/12/1872. CSR, 727/235, BL. 
79 Inquirer, 8/2/1873. 
80 Herald, 11/1/1873. 
81 Herald, 11/1/1873 & 25/1/1873. See also Inquirer, 25/1/1873. 
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follow the advice and a notice advertising the sale of the Xantho together with 

the fittings and gear at auction was subsequently published in the press. 

In the absence of her husband, Mrs Broadhurst countered the notice, stating 

that Denicke was attempting to sell the vessel 'without any authority'. She then 

publicly advised that Denicke could not give legal title to the vessel and 

protested his actions especially as Broadhurst was still in the Colony and was 

'employed in the interests of the master and crew as well as his own' .82 Captain 

Denicke countered Mrs Broadhurst claiming that she was unaware of the true 

state of affairs and that his authority for advertising the sale was 'indisputable'. 

In examining the evidence from the papers, letters and the various government 

offices, it appears that Broadhurst did not pay his men off in the belief that as 

the vessel was salvable they were still in his employ. Denicke and the crew on 

the other hand believed that as the vessel had sunk they were entitled to be 

discharged and to be paid their dues. There was doubt in official circles where 

the rights in the matter lay as the issue hinged on whether the vessel was a 'total 

wreck' or not. If it was a total wreck then Broadhurst was liable to discharge 

and pay his men, and if it were not then the men were still in his employ and 

were required to complete their terms of service. Despite having received 

advice from a diver and a competent seaman that the vessel was a 'total wreck', 

the officials at Champion Bay were initially unable to formally concur.83 In 

attempting to clarify the matter they found that 'none of the books in this office 

give any information as to what constitutes a wreck'. They then wrote to their 

head office in Perth for advice.84 In the meantime Broadhurst was either back 

in the area or at sea being followed by his master and crew, and there were 

four 'Malay' seamen wandering destitute around the streets of Geraldton. They 

were all causing great embarrassment to the local government who were 

understandably not keen to pay for their succour. 

82/nquirer. 5/2/1873. 
83CSR. 727/268-269, BL, contains the reports of 25/11/1872 & 30/12/1872 to the effect that the 
vessel was a total loss. 
84CRO Ceraldron to Col. Sec., 31/12/1872, CSR, 727/254, BL. 
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Eventually it was decided that the Xantho was a total wreck and ~ ..... AA"'''·~'''' 

proceeded with the sale.It was slow however, and was adversely affected by the 

absence of many potential buyers at another sale and the confusion regarding 

the Captain's right to sell the vessel. It was described as a 'complete sacrifice', 

with items such as the dinghy on the beach at Port Gregory fetching only £1. 

As a result, the total sum raised was only £180 and was expected to account for 

less than a third of the wages due.85 The hull and engines were also eventually 

sold as one lot, fetching only £110, though the purchaser would 'not accept 

delivery' pending the settlement of the question of the validity of title.86 As far 

as Broadhurst was concerned, the matter was clearly not resolved, for in March 

and April 1873 he was calling for tenders for the raising of the steamer.87 

Despite having originally advised Denicke to do so, Broadhurst's decision 

not to sell the wreck at Geraldton is vindicated by his belief that the wreck was 

salvable. He can also be excused for having refused to sell the vessel at a place 

where there were no means to advertise and the population was too small to 

ensure a good crowd for the auction. 

By March 1873, he had repaid the Government the £13 owing for the 

accommodation and feeding of the four 'Malays' left at Geraldton, though 

whether Broadhurst finally paid his men their dues is not known. With the 

benefit of hindsight, and with the understanding that we now have of his 

character, it appears that he would not have done so however. In selling the 

vessel without his authority while they still in his employ and while he still had 

an interest in raising it, the crew would in Broadhurst's eyes, have given him 

just cause to totally ignore any further demands. 

From the business management point of view, the sum of around £600 that 

was owing to the crew is a relatively large one. It indicates that Broadhurst 

may have preferred to pay his men at the end of their service rather than at 

intervals thus ensuring their loyalty, but in doing so he set the scene for such 

problems as those with the SS Xantho. Broadhurst also may not have been able 

85 Herald, 812/1873. 
86 Inquirer, 12/3/1873. 
87 Inquirer, 19/3/1873 & Herald, 5/4/1873. 
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bankruptcy had he attempted to do so.88 
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debt or 

Whatever the extenuating circumstances, the total abandonment of the crew 

without explanation, money directions or word is in-excusible, and led to the 

problems over the enforced sale of the vessel in the first place. For this 

mismanagement Broadhurst is totally at fault and the incident is an indication of 

poor management skills on his part. 

The magnitude of the mistakes Broadhurst made with the vessel and in the 

management of his crew are made even greater in the face of the technical 

evidence that comes from the archaeological investigations which I conducted 

in the period 1983-1988 at the wreck of the SS Xantho. 

As it is essential to any understanding of the magnitude of Broadhurst's 

error in purchasing the vessel, and as there are indications that the machinery 

would have proved eminently suitable for his purposes had it not been forced to 

run in reverse, this evidence will be now be examined in brief. 89 

(vi) The Evidence from the Excavation of the Wreck 

The wreck of the SS Xantho was found in 1979. 90 In 1983, I assessed the 

site as part of the W.A. Museum's Colonial Wreck Program and found 

evidence that the wreck warranted further detailed attention and analysis.9 1 

Subsequent excavations conducted under my direction showed, that the engines 

were of an outmoded and inefficient type for 1872, when the vessel sank and 

that they were not fitted with a condenser.92 This was most unexpected in a 

vessel like the SS Xantho, which had travelled halfway round the world to 

88He does not appear to have ever become bankrupt. Bankruptcy Records Pre 1892. WAS 53154, BL. 
89 Full historical and archaeological details will appear in the technical reports now in preparation. McCarthy, 
M., (in prep) The Excavation of the ss Xantho. (W.A. Museum Report Series). 
90 By members of the Maritime Archaeology Association of Western Australia, an amateur body associated with 
the W.A. Museum who conducted a search for the wreck on the request of the Curator of Colonial Wrecks, G. 
Henderson. It was then inspected by Scott Sledge of the W.A. Museum. Sledge, S.,Wreck Inspection Report. SS 
Xantho. W A. Museum Department of Maritime Archaeology, File 9/79. 
91McCarthy, M., (1988c) The Excavation of the SS Xantho. In McCarthy, M., (ed) Papers from the First 
Australian Seminar on the Management of Iron Ships and Sream Shipwrecks. Australian Institute of Maritime 
Archaeology, (WA Museum, 1988), pp. 179-190. 
92 ibid. 
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operate along one of the world's longest, most remote and sparsely populated 

coastlines. 

The condenser recycled exhaust steam for further use in, the boiler. Without 

it, the boiler has to use salt water to produce steam instead of 'fresh' recycled 

water. The use of salt water causes salt encrustations in the boiler which served 

to insulate the heating surfaces and thus require more heat to attain boiling 

point. In order to remove this encrustation, the boiler needed to be regularly 

'shut down,' possibly once every four to seven days and the deposit removed 

from the interior. As a result of the depositing of this insulating layer, coal 

consumption in such non condensing engines was inordinately high. Given that 

the vessel had travelled to the Colony from Scotland and was then operating on 

such a long coastline as Western Australia without support or coaling facilities, 

these engineering anomalies were doubly of interest.93 

Figure 35 

The wreck of the SS Xantho showing the lack of a condenser, the location of 

all the machinery (including the pumps) aft, and the cargo spaces served by a 

single deck winch.94 

93 A 'non condensing engine ... occupies less room than the condensing engine ... [but] will only be used where 
fuel is readily obtained and it is important to save space and weight. .. [they] are serviceable for very short voyages 
in steamers ... especiaUy river navigation... [the] condensing engine is more economical...the first cost of 
condensers is however considerable, they have great weight and occupy considerable space'. Maw, T.J., and 
Brown, T., The Marine Steam Engine. Designed chiefly for the use of the officers of Her Majesty's Navy, 3rd 
00., (Longman, London. 1855), pp. 50, 67. 
94 An isometric projection of the wrecksite, by John Riley. 
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The engine was also examined and was found, to be a Horizontal 

Engine, a type normally fitted with a condenser, that was designed almost 

solely for use by the Royal Navy. In their day the type was acknowledged as an 

excellent engine, well suited for Naval purposes.95 

It was a real surprise on the wreck of this small merchant steamer however. 

Of all the 230 sets of Trunk Engines ever built, only one merchant ship the SS 

Himalaya which was built in 1854 is known to have been originally fitted with 

the Horizontal Trunk Engine.96 The main reason why these engines did not find 

favour with merchant ship owners was that being a simple expansion engine 

experiencing large heat losses through the exposed trunk surfaces, they had a 

voracious appetite for coal. Even the Himalaya was only in service for one year 

with the Peninsular and Orient Company before being sold to the British 

Government for use as a troopship. 

From an examination of the SS Xantho register it was found that the engine 

found on the wreck had been built in 1861, ten years previous to the refit in 

which it was placed in the vessel. Despite being ten years old, the contemporary 

press stated that the engines were designed for a Royal Navy gunboat, were as 

'good as new', and had seen little service when fitted to the Xantho.97 From the 

available historical evidence, it appears likely that the engine was originally 

from one of the Crime an war type of Royal Navy gunboats that were ordered 

in great number before and after that conflict. Because of this many were built 

of 'green' timbers and some even rotted or fell apart on the stocks.98 Thus, the 

95 The Trunk Engine type was claimed by one contemporary source to be the 'lightest and most compact of all 
the forms of marine screw engines' The engineer, Burgh writing in 1869 agreed and stated that the type combined 
'simplicity of connection and access for repair, with superlative design and arrangement Burgh, N.P. Modern 
Engineering Illustrated, (E & FN Spon, London, 1869) p. 41 Such an analysis was supported thirty years later 
by the compilers of 'The Engineer,' a prestigious journal, which stated that the type was, 'universally admitted 
to be the most simple and compact and had fewness and accessibility of parts and efficiency in operation.' The 
Engineer, 1112/1898. Such readily acknowledged features would have proved very attractive to Broadhurst 
96 Miller. N.D., General Description of Trunk Engines as designed and Built by John Penn and Sons. In 
McCarthy. M., (1988 a.) op. cit., pp. 215-218. 
97 Inquirer, 25/1/1873. 
98 The SS Xantho engine appears to have come from a 'Britomart' class of single engined, 6OHP, gunboat 
cancelled on the stocks in the early 1860s due to dry rot. Preston and Majors, op. cit., p.93. A list and 
description of the many gunboats rotting on the stocks in the navy dockyards appears in the The Engineer of 
31111862 . This matter will be examined in considerable detail in my technical report An illustration of the type 
appears in Archibald, E. H. H., The Wooden fighting Ship in the Royal Navy AD 897-1860, (Blanford Press 
London,1968), p. 89. 
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claim that the engine fitted to the SS Xantho was almost new appears to be 

substantiated.99 These particular Trunk Engines were found to have been non

condensing, and rotated at 190 RPM and at 90 PSI pressure. Thus they were 

very high speed and high pressure engines for their time. lOO These high 

revolutions and high boiler pressures, coupled with other problems to force the 

Royal Navy to keep a floating workshop on the China Station to service these 

engines)Ol Despite this, there is little doubt that, in its time, the relatively tiny 

60 HP Trunk Engine such as that fitted to the SS Xantho, was an excellent naval 

engine)02 Some units remained in service for many years and a number lasted 

into the late nineteenth century and beyond.103 Despite this, the combined 

problems of heat losses from the internal and external surfaces of the exposed 

trunks, the dangers of ash and other abrasive substances coming in contact with 

the trunks, power losses caused by friction at the large trunk packing glands 

and the associated large appetite for coal even when fitted with a condenser all 

served to see the type, no matter how well engineered, uneconomic m 

comparison to the Compound Engine that was developed in the 1860s.104 

At first glance, the decision a vessel fitted with such machinery appears to 

have been a very poor one indeed. With the benefit of hindsight, and in the 

light of Broadhurst's successful operations in the pear ling industry ~nd in 

utilizing the Xantho as a 'tramp' steamer, the decision can be seen to have had 

some merit. 

99 It was claimed by the contemporary press, that the SS Xantho engines had little work and were as 'good as 
new'. Inquirer, 25/1/1873. 
100rhe engines were listed as the 60hp class. They had 2 cylinders of 21 inch diameter. with a stroke of 12 
inches. They developed 270 HIP giving a maximum speed of around 7 kts. Preston and Majors, op. cit, p.107. 
101 ibid., p. 108. & The Engineer, 11/2/1898, op. cit. 
102 The gunboats and their engines and boilers 'fully answered the expectations that were formed of them. 'The 
Engineer, (1897), op. cit. 
103 Osbon.op. cit., Part 2,211-218. 
lO4Osbon, op. cit., pp 103-116. The Pacific Steamship Company and the Peninsula and Orient Navigation 
Company and the Ocean Steamship Company (Blue Funnel Line) in using Compound engines in that period. 
were able not only to show greater efficiency of coal consumed, but also to obtain higher speed with less 
machinery weight and less space. The 'Compound Engines' effectively re-used exhaust steam from the high 
pressure cylinders in powering the low pressure cylinders. The compound engine and its two cylinder, three 
cylinder and quadruple forms of the late 19th century. was comparatively very efficient and took the age of marine 
steam propulsion into the twentieth century. Guthrie, J .• A History of Marine Engineering. (Hutchinson, 
London, 1971). pp. 112-115. 
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When Broadhurst purchased the vessel, the 'compound' engine which 

successfully re-used exhaust steam was a relatively new phenomenon. A new 

engine, no matter how efficient was also expensive as were condensers 

however.105 To fit such machinery into an old hull like the SS Xantho may 

have made the exercise prohibitive or beyond the reach of the market at which 

the refit at the hands of the 'metal merchant' Robert Stewart was aimed. 

Apart from the cost factor, there were other advantages for a man such as 

Broadhurst who was contemplating purchasing the vessel as a general 'work

horse'. Broadhurst planned to operate the SS Xantho on a very remote and 

poorly serviced coastline. Simplicity, ease of operation and repair would have 

been key considerations. A photograph of a model of the SS Xantho engine 

appears in figure 36 and the acknowledged simplicity and compact nature of the 

engine becomes immediately apparent. All the parts were easily accessible, and 

the engine was one of the first mass produced marine engines made. 106There 

were a number of units unused or nearly new in the Royal Navy shipyards, and 

the availability of cheap interchangeable parts would have been an attractive 

el.~ment to the purchase.107 This, the acknowledged simplicity, comparatively 

fev.' working hours and excellent pedigree of the engine, may have combined 

vI~th the relatively low price to attract Broadhurst to the vessel in the first 

place. log 

In addition to these advantages, it is now known that, at this time, 

Broadhurst centred his activities in the North of Western Australia at 

Bannangarra east of Nickol Bay. This was relatively close to the Batavia, 

Surabaya and the 'Straits Settlements'. Coaling and ship repair facilities were 

105See footnote 90. 

106penn and son resorted to 'some kind of subcontracting' and only completed the fmal installation of 
the engine themselves. Preston, A., and Major, J., Send a Gunboat. (Longmans, London, 1967), p. 
29. It has been claimed that this was probably the 'fIrst recorded instance of mass production 
techniques being applied to marine engineering.' Osbon, G.A., The Crimean War Gunboats. Part. 1 
(Mariner's Mirror, Vol. 51,1965), p.l06. 
107The Engineer. 31111862 ,lists a large number of discarded or rotten boats containing such engines. It was 
from one of these that the SS Xantho engine was believed to have originated 
log It was claimed by the contemporary press, that though the engine was ten year old that the engines had little 
work and were as 'good as new'. Inquirer, 25/1/1873. 



Surabaya coal was possibly available (Jakarta) 

to where a Dutch government steamer 

Figure 36 

a regular run.109 

A model of the SS Xantho engine, showing the simplicity and ease 

operation that would have attracted Broadhurst.1 10 

83 

It may have been that Broadhurst was aware of these geographical 

advantages, and when he weighed them up with the advantages inherent in the 

vessel, they outweighed the disadvantage of the greater coal consumption 

caused by the design of the engine and the lack of a condenser. In this context it 

109 Communications and Markets, in Description ofCamden Harbour, its Climate and Adjoining Country, op 
cit. 
110A wooden 'mock up' built by Mr Bob Burgess as a preliminary to producing a working scale 
model. From drawings of the SS Xantho engine itself by Geoff Kimpton and Noel Miller. 
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also needs to be borne in mind that the SS Xantho was schooner rigged with 

two masts when purchased by Broadhurst, and that he may also have intended 

to operate the vessel under sail when conditions and circumstances allowed. lll 

Most of the early sea-going steamers carried provision for sail. The presence of 

a crew of 15 on board out of Port Gregory indicates, from the numbers alone, 

that the sails may have been used where possible. In this way Broadhurst would 

have been able to keep the engine hours down and thus keep the coal 

consumption, the need for maintenance and the need to continually clean the 

boilers in the absence of a condenser down to a minimum. With a beam to 

length ratio of 1: 6, the SS Xantho may have matched the best sailing vessels in 

this regard, provided the drag caused by the propeller could be minimized.1 12 

In support of this possibility, what appears to have been a device for 

disconnecting the propeller, was noted during the excavation on the propeller 

shaft. This would have allowed the screw to freely rotate and cause less drag 

when under sail. Until this section is raised and more closely examined 

however, it cannot be conclusively proved to be such a device. The answer to 

this question and an analysis of the vessel's handling characteristics under sail 

and its general efficiency as a hull will have to await the production of lines 

drawings and the results of other technical research based on further 

underwater measurement and excavation. 

Even with these unanswered questions in mind, the SS Xantho may have 

eventually proved an outstanding success; had it not been fitted with a propeller 

that required the engine to be run in reverse in order to propel the vessel 

forward. 

llISS Xantho, certificate of registry, 1871, op. cit. 
112 'Most of the iron clippers had a proportion of six beams to length and upwards ... though a high ratio of 
beams to length is not necessarily a sign of a clipper'. Analysis of the sailing qualities of the SS Xantho will 
have to wait the production and analysis of lines from the remainder of the excavation of the vessel and these 
combined with other factors will give a reasonably useful guide in this regard. MacGregor, DR .• F as! Sailing 
Ships Their Design and Construction. 1775-1875. (Nautical Publishing, Lymington, 1973), pp. 173,177. 
It also needs to be borne in mind in this context that many steamers were converted to sailing vessels at some 
time in their career and performed very well. The iron hulled, SS us Trois Amis, SS Omeo and SS Great 
Britain are three ex steamers used solely as sailing vessels in their later career in Western Australian or in 
Australian waters that spring immediately to mind. 
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The engineer John Penn designed the type of Horizontal Trunk Engine fitted 

to the SS Xantho to rotate anti-clockwise when the vessel was going forward, in 

order to minimise the extra wear caused by the weight of the piston. A 'left

handed' screw, or propeller, which also rotated anti-clockwise was then fitted 

to accommodate this motion,113 Somewhat amazingly, a 'right handed' screw 

(or one that rotates clockwise when the vessel is propelled forward), rather 

than the correct 'left handed' type was found to be fitted to the SS Xantho. Thus 

the engine had to be operated in reverse to enable the vessel to progress 

forwards. This markedly increased the wear on the engine and was obviously a 

prelude to severe engineering problems. A more detailed explanation of this 

rather amazing circumstance appears in Appendix Six. 

Also of significance in this very brief analysis of the engineering failings of 

the SS Xantho was the placement of the pumps aft with no provision for the 

clearing of the cargo spaces foreward. Being an integral part of the engine, the 

pumps were located in the stem of the vessel and could not be easily deployed 

to clear water from the bows or cargo spaces which were separated from the 

engine room by three supposedly watertight bulkheads. 114 On the other hand, 

these supposedly water tight bulkheads allowed water in from the bows to rush 

aft and extinguish the boiler fires when the vessel struck a sand-bar at Port 

Gregory. Thus it was realized from the archaeological evidence that the vessel 

was old and ill suited for such a taxing colonial role and that total hull and 

engine failure was only a matter of time. Such considerations may have been 

the reason for Broadhurst to state, in the race for safety as the vessel sank 

beneath him at Port Gregory, that he would rather save the cargo than the 

ship.ll5 

In the final analysis, despite any apparent advantages he may have thought 

the vessel had, Broadhurst's decision to purchase the Xantho appears to have 

been poorly made indeed. 

113Sothem, J. W. M. Verbal Notes and Sketches/or Marine Engineer Officers. 11th. Edition, (Lockwood, 
London, 1923), p. 299. & Seaton, A. E., A Manual 0/ Marine Engineering. 1895, (London, Chas. Griffin and 
Co., 1911 edition). 
114 The Specifications for the SS Xantlw required three watertight bulkheads. 
115 Capt.Denicke at the Court of Inquiry into the loss of the SS Xantho. 
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Figure 37 

An illustration of the stern section of the SS Xantho showing the right 

handed propeller.116 

Conclusion 
It is now evident that the decision, in general, to purchase an iron hulled 

screw steamer for use on the coast of Western Australia and in particular in the 

pearling industry on the North-West coast was not an unreasonable one for 

Broadhurst to make, despite the problems involved. 

From the historical and archaeological evidence gleaned during 

investigations at the wreck of the SS Xantho, however, it is clear that the 

1 16From an illustration of the intended display of the engine and stem, by ehris Buhagiar. Maritime 
Archaeological Association of Western Australia. 



particular vessel that he chose was worn out, badly engineered, 

suited for its colonial role.117 
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poorly 

Whether Broadhurst had previously considered such problems as a reliable 

source of coal and the need to travel to Batavia, Surabaya, Adelaide or 

Melbourne to conduct repairs and refits on the vessel in the absence of suitable 

facilities for such work in the colony is not known. II8 On the other hand, 

because his base at Bannangarra was closer to the support facilities and coaling 

station at Batavia and Surabaya than to Fremantle and the Eastern Australian 

ports, those very considerations may have lead him into the purchase of the 

vessel in the first place. He may also have been strongly influenced by the 

reputation of John Penn, a contemporary of his brother-in-law, the engineer 

Joseph Whitworth, who also would have been well aware of Penn's capabilities 

and the worth of his engines. Broadhurst may have seen the war surplus Royal 

Navy Horizontal Trunk Engine, with available spares, as the most simple and 

reliable unit available on his relatively small budget. Despite the fact that it was 

inefficient and outmoded when fitted to the former paddle steamer, the engine 

may have have appeared the answer to Broadhurst's financial and engineering 

problems. As many early steamers were noted for their performance under 

sail, this may also have been a factor in Broadhurst's decision to purchase the 

SS Xantho. Being designed for sheltered waters, it appears to have had good 

'clean' lines and had a length to breadth ratio reminiscent of the best sailing 

vessels. Like many similar steamships, the SS Xantho may have handled well 

under sail, and Broadhurst may have intended using the vessel under sail when 

speed was not a concern, in order to conserve fuel. At first glance, the newly 

fitted out vessel with new boiler, near new engine and new pumps would have 

appeared a very attractive proposition indeed. 

Despite this, in purchasing this particular vessel, Broadhurst made a colossal 

error of judgement and one that he was probably well aware, if not 

immediately he left Scotland, then soon after. The evidence for this lies in the 

117 See McCarthy, M., (In Prep), SS Xantho Excavation. W. A. Museum Excavation Report. 
118 Parsons, (1980), op. cit, p.lS. 
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narrative of the race for safety at Port Gregory as the Xantho slowly sank 

beneath Broadhurst and his unfortunate crew. Broadhurst, thinking that he was 

insured, prevented the distraught Master, (who was recorded, somewhat 

understandably, as having 'lost his presence of mind'), from casting sacks of 

lead ore overboard; saying that 'he would rather save the lead than the ship'.1 19 

To compound the problem, when the SS Xantho sank uninsured, the loss as a 

single capital investment at £4500, together with the loss of the cargo and the 

returns expected from the voyage on which it was lost, was for a man like 

Broadhurst very large indeed. This is evidence that Broadhurst paid little 

attention to the detail required to succeed in business and as a result was almost 

ruined in this instance. There were also benefits foregone in the pearling 

industry and in shipowning in general by purchasing the SS Xantho. By 

focussing all of his financial resources into one vessel, when at that price he 

could have had a veritable fleet, Broadhurst lost on these potential benefits and 

un-wittingly developed an 'Achilles heel' for his far-flung interests. 

In closing and noting that in the final analysis, Broadhurst certainly failed 

dismally with the vessel, it should be noted that it is perhaps unkind to have 

analysed it in the context of the subsidized steamers that followed on the coastal 

run as Henderson has done. 120 

SS Xantho was used primarily for Broadhurst's personal purposes III 

pearling, in the carriage of 'Malays' and as an independent link between his 

enterprises. When not required in those capacities, it was utilized as a 'tramp' 

steamer in the coastal trade and in the trade between Western Australia and the 

'Straits Settlements' notably Batavia, (now Jakarta). Subsequent steamers stayed 

south of Geraldton, and on the coastal trade for another decade; whereas 

Xantho was virtually based in the North and was a link from there to the 

nearby overseas settlements.l21 This fact, the vessel's place in the pearling 

industry, in the opening of the North West, and as the intended link in 

Broadhurst's far flung 'empire' is missed altogether by the historians. It was to 

119 Evidence from the enquiry into the loss of the Xantho. See earlier. 
120 Henderson, (1977) op. cit 
121 ibid., p.199. 
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be almost another 10 years after the loss of the Xantho before another steamer 

regularly operated to the north of Western Australia and another 20 years 

before the auxiliary steam yacht Sunbeam was used in the pearling industry. It 

was claimed that, if it had not been lost, the Sunbeam 'might well have set the 

pace and led to earlier mechanisation of the industry' ,122 Such could have easily 

been said of the Xantho. 

Broadhurst's speculation with the SS Xantho is made the more remarkable if 

it is remembered that all other efforts in the use of steam in the coastal trade 

centred on the carriage of freight and passengers to a timetable and with a 

subsidy. All, were 'big concerns' and in most cases Eastern States enterprises 

until the advent of the State Shipping service in 1912.123 

When the two pioneer vessels the SS Xantho and its successor the SS 

Georgette sank, the possibilities of returning to sailing coaster or overland 

communications between the colony's various ports was looked on with some 

concern in the local press 

To revert to the old mode of transit per coaster, in ill 
ventilated, bile provoking dirty vessels, with all its 
personal inconveniences and defects - to be tossed about 
for an indefinite period in what is little better than a 
cockle-shell - or travelling overland, to be jolted and 
cramped up for days together in a rickety conveyance 
on bad roads, exposed to all weather, and with the 
incertitude of ever reaching ones destination safe and 
sound in circumstances the bare mention of which will 
cause the hardiest amongst us to cry out - oh, give us 
back the steamer at any cost. 124 

Thus despite the failures and mistakes associated with the purchase of the 

vessel, it is an undeniable fact, that one of Broadhurst's major achievements, 

was the single-handed introduction of steam to the coastal trade of the Swan 

122 Sledge, S. and Henderson, G. J., Solving the Mystery, (Western Way. No.13, Oct-Dec., Ansett Airlines, 
Perth, 1984), pp. 26-32. 
123Bach, J' t A Maritime History of Australia, (pan Books, Sydney, 1976), p. 244. The well known and well 
established merchant, J. W. Bateman apparently attempted to operate a steamship after Broadhurst, but was forced 
out by his competitors. Henderson, pers. corn., November 1989. 
124 Inquirer, 11/10/1876. 
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River Colony in the form of the SS Xantho. It should also be noted that 

operated the vessel successfully before it sank, despite the problems of a lack of 

coaling and engineering facilities on the Western Australian coast. In doing so 

he gave the populace from Nickol Bay to Fremantle a taste for what they had 

long been denied and for what they had desired for such a long time, Le a link 

with the outside world in the form of a steamer until it abruptly sank 

underneath him and his unfortunate crew at Port Gregory .125 

Despite these positive considerations, the purchase of the Xantho appears a 

great mistake and a product of Broadhurst's peculiar naivete especially in view 

of the complexities of steamship owning and operation. In the context of his 

involvement with the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, his experimentation 

with 'diving apparatus,' his use of 'Malays' and the volunteer Aboriginal 

convicts, it appears another of Broadhurst's 'grand' ideas made complex when 

the 'simple' methods would have sufficed. 

125 It was not until 1881 that a contract for a steamer to eaU at Shark Bay and Cossack was agreed to. 
Henderson, (1977) 01'. cit, PP 78-79,191-203. 
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Chapter Six 

Broadburst Guano Merchant and his Miscellaneous Business 

Activities 

In addition to his major ventures, Broadhurst was involved in a number 

of interests of a smaller scale including fishing, fish preserving and 

Parliament before he went on at the age of 60 to finally achieve a measure 

of success in the guano industry. It will be seen, that in them all, he was to 

have a mixed fortune, with none of his enterprises including guano mining, 

proving as successful for him as he would have hoped. 

(D Broadhurst Member of the Legislative Council 

Before 1890, the colony was controlled by the Governor assisted by an 

Executive and a Legislative Council. In 1870, the Council consisted of 12 

elected members, returned by ten districts, three official nominees, and 

three non official nominees. The Governor presided over the Council 

which elected its own speaker. In 1874 the total membership was" :J 

21, two thirds of whom were elected and the remainder were nominated by 

the government. The members were predominantly landowners or 

pastoralists with som(} merchants included in their number. 1 

In 1874, after he had returned from his initial outstanding successes in 

the Shark Bay pearl fishery, Broadhurst was nominated to the Legislative 

Council by the governor. In nominating him, Governor Weld, cited 

Broadhurst's first hand knowledge of the North-West coast and the settlers 

there. Weld claimed that he was 'the only person in the position who has 

the abilities and leisure to represent them.'2 

1 Hasluck, op. cit., p. 36. 
2 Drake Brockman, op. cit., p. 234. 



292 

Broadhurst accepted the nomination and sat in the chamber for the 

time on 24 October) In the short time he spent as a member, Broadhurst 

voted with the establishment represented by the Surveyor General Malcolm 

Fraser and the Colonial Secretary, F.P. Barlee on most of the issues under 

consideration.4 

Governor Weld's position was taken by Governor Robinson in the new 

year and, as indicated in the section on pearling in Shark Bay, it was while 

Broadhurst was in Perth that the new Governor ordered the investigations 

into his failure to pay the 'Malays' in his service. Robinson was keen to 

appease his superiors in London and indicated to his representative at Shark 

Bay that the incident was to be used in an effort to deter others committing 

similar and worse crimes in the industry. The correspondence relating to 

the incident in which Broadhurst was charged and severely criticized was 

tabled at a meeting of the Legislative Council on 30 November 1875. 

Broadhurst's name does not appear in the list of Members at that Council 

meeting or at an others following. Apparently he had resigned prior to the 

tabling of the documents.s Though he was to successfully challenge the 

court which was held at Shark Bay by having the case sent to the Supreme 

Court with a view to the conviction being quashed, he did not sit in 

Parliament again. Thus Broadhurst's foray into the Parliament was short

lived, controversial and another of his many failures. 

(in Whaling, Fishing, Fish Preserving and Turtle Shelling 

On 25 October 1871 Broadhurst applied from Ireland for a seven year 

lease to Delambre, Bedout and Malus Islands.6 He was unsuccessful in his 

application, for Pearse and Marmion had the lease to Malus Island for a 

period of 8 years from May 1870, and both Bedout and Delambre Islands 

were also occupied for the year. Broadhurst was advised in the following 

3Blue Book. 1874-5, op. cit., Members of the Legislative Council, & Bolton, G. C., & Mozeley, A., The 
Western Australian Legislature. 1870-1930, (AND, Canberra, 1961), p. 13. 
4 Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Council. 1874-1876. op. cit BL. 
5 ibid. 
6 Broadhurst to Col. Sec .• 2011011871, op. cH. 



293 

month however, that should they be not profitably occupied then would 

be considered the 'best claimant for occupancy'. In advising Broadhurst 

this, the Colonial Secretary also suggested that the Dugong and Turtle shell 

fisheries were of possible commercial value) Broadhurst was already 

aware of the possibilities of the dugong fishery. In 1866, he saw the 

seafarer and pioneer pearler, Mr Darling, capture a dugong and recover 

about 100 litres of oil. 8 He apparently did not pursue this avenue and was 

more interested in the whaling being then carried out at Malus Island. 

When the SS Xantho was en route Scotland for Western Australia, he 

signalled his intention to become involved in the fishery stating that he 

carried five boats on deck together with whaling gear.9 Broadhurst was 

also interested in the possibilities of harvesting turtles for the 'tortoise 

shell' industry. In his interest in the simultaneous pursuit of a number of 

fisheries he was not unique. A group consisting of Pearse, Marmion and 

Tappa employed the Argo whaling and pearling in November 1868 and 

sent 8 tons of shell and 3 tons of oil from the Malus Island base in July 

1870. On 13 July 1872, Broadhurst again applied for Delambre Island 'for 

a Malay camp for the purposes of getting Turtle Shell'. Again he was 

unsuccessful as it was then occupied by a Mr. Best, who had applied for the 

island in June 1871 for the purposes of establishing a 'trade in whaling and 

turtle fishing'. It was noted however that Broadhurst was to receive the 

lease should it lapse. 10 

There are three varieties of large marine Turtle, the Green or 'edible 

turtle,' the Hawksbill, from which the 'tortoise shell' is obtained and the 

Loggerhead. According to contemporary accounts the Loggerhead was 

practically useless.Il At the 1870 census it was noted that the Hawksbill 

7 eso, Ace 527, 1885/1182, BL. 
8 RJS Diary, 9/5/1866, BL. 
9 Broadhurst to Col. Sec., op. cit. The boats may also have been intended for pearling. 
10 SDUR, B7/692 & B8/814a., BL. 
I1Praagh, L.V., The Great North West and it's Resources. the undeveloped heritage of Western Australia: A 
description of the country and settlements between. Roebourne and Broome. (Praagh and Lloyd, Perth, 
19(4). 
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Turtle, which was the basis of the 'Tortoise Shell' industry, was be 

found in an 'immense number' on the coast, but that 

no extensive or systematic collection has been 
hitherto attempted in consequence of a want of 
knowledge of the marketable value of the shell.l2 

Though the shell landed in England was fetching between sixteen and 

eighteen shillings per pound (half a kilo) and the government fully 

expected the harvesting of the creature to assume economic proportions, 

the industry was never a major one. By January 1871 when Broadhurst was 

away purchasing the Xantho, only one cask of turtle shell had been shipped 

and in 1880 it was noted that, even then, the trade was 'inconsiderable',13 

The only 'take' of note in this period was in 1869 when exports to the value 

£483 were recorded.14 

Broadhurst also showed signs of wanting to enter the fishing and fish 

preserving industry at this time. In indicating that he was to put the SS 

Xantho on the coastal trade during the unsuccessful 1872 season, he stated 

that the vessel was to call at the Pelsaert Island fishery in the Houtman 

Abrolhos, three distinct groups of islands off Geraldton. (Figure 38) On 4 

May 1873, Broadhurst enquired of the Surveyor General whether yon 

Bibra's lease of Dirk Hartog Island prevented him (Broadhurst) from 

erecting a fish curing establishment on the beach to be managed by a white 

man with a labour force of five 'Malays'. Though it was a logical 

progression in view of the number of 'Malays' he had in his service at 

Shark Bay, again the idea was not a new one, for a Mr. Curtis proceeded to 

the Abrolhos in July 1844 for the purposes of salting seal skins and fish for 

export. 

Broadhurst also had his eyes on Faure Island in Shark Bay possibly for 

fishing and as a camp for his 'Malays'. In the letter, above, he was to note 

that his application for it had gone unanswered, though appended to the 

12 1870 Census, op. cit. 
13 CSR, 714/18, BL. 
14 Nicolay, op. cit, p.1l4. 
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letter is a Governmental memo note to the effect that £5 per annum was 

payable for the lease. This indicates that he was eventually successful 

obtaining the island though nothing further has been found on this 

venture.ls Given the successes that he had at Wilyah Miah in Useless 

in 1873-1874 and given that he had a store and 'Malay' camp there, it 

appears that he may not have needed the island and did not occupy it 

before, or after, he left Shark Bay in 1874.16 

On 1 May 1876, whilst stationed in Perth and engaged in the cartage of 

pearl shell from Shark Bay, Broadhurst again indicated his interest in the 

Abrolhos and applied for the lease to East Wallabi Island for a 'fishing 

station' . The conditions set by the Government were that the industry be 

'steadily carried on' and that an annual rental of £25 be paid for each island 

occupied. It was noted at the surveyor's office that a Mr Levy, who had the 

lease, had forfeited his rights there as he had 'never worked the concern'.l7 

It is not known whether Broadhurst was successful in his application. A 

fish canning industry was later established in the Abrolhos Islands it 

appears to have been a twentieth century phenomenon.18 

(Hi) Fish Canning at Mandurah 

After the events above, Broadhurst spent some time in England and 

returned in October 1877 with a fish preserving works, having obtained 

financial backing from the local firm of W. & D. Moore in order to 

purchase the equipment and to established the venture. In 1878, he began a 

fish and fruit canning industry under the name of the Mandurah Fish 

Canning and Preserving Company which was situated at Mandurah, about 

50 kilometres south of Fremantle. W. & D. Moore and Company not only 

had 'a prominent part in the investment', but also assisted in the setting up 

of the machinery. This included a guillotine, a shearing machine for 

15 SDUR, B8/8S7, BL. 
16 While he was away in Perth a number of men were using the island as a prison on which to 'hold' 
captive Aborigines. Broadhurst was not implicated in the incident, and the miscreants were mentioned by 
name. V&P, 1874-5. Report of Magistrate Fairbairn, op. cit. 
17 SDUR, BlO/1071c. d, BL. 
18 Pers. Corn., Neil McLoughlin, Fisheries Department, Perth. 
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iron baths. The building was 

erected under the 'instruction' of Broadhurst and a stone walled shingled 

roofed building with a concrete floor measuring 18 metres x 7.6 metres 

was established about 50 metres ftom the water's edge. A jetty was erected 

along with a cleaning shed with an interconnecting tram line. By January 

the the following year the works were nearing completion and by mid year 

about 2000 tins were being processed daily with all hands. When at full 

capacity, the works employed about 50 people of a total population in the 

town of around 200.1 9 Thus Broadhurst's impact on the town was 

considerable and the Cannery was anticipated to be a great success as fish, 

mainly 'sea mullet', which proved suitable for canning were plentifu1.20 

The Western Australian goldfields, India and the Eastern Colonies, 

especially were considered ready markets for the product.21 The overseas 

trade did not amount to much however and it was noted in 1880, that 

though small quantities of fish were being 'cured' at the time, the amount 

was of 'no importance' to the trade of the colony.22 On the other hand, the 

local trade appeared to have been lucrative, and in January 1880 Eliza and 

Charles Broadhurst left the Colony for London and did not return until the 

following October.23 This is an indication of good returns and also 

indicates that Broadhurst employed a manager and was following his usual 

trend of setting up a venture and then leaving it in his care. 

In early 1882, the business changed hands and passed to the ownership 

of Mr. A. Forbes. Under his guidance it apparently thrived eventually 

covering over half a hectare of ground and preserving not only fish but 

also fruit to a quality that saw it awarded a gold medal for preserving. 

19 Smart, W. C., Mandurah and Pinjarrah. (Paterson, Brokensha, Perth, ND), & Kay, M., The 
Development of Mandurah as a Holiday Resort. (History Major Option, C.T.C., ND). 
20 Kimberley, op. cit., p. 97. 
21 Inquirer, 1/1/1879. 
22 Nicolay, op. cit., p. 114. 
23 Arrivals and Departures, Card Index, BL . 
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Later on the Tuckey Brothers J. & Bateman were to establish 

own canneries at Mandurah.24 

Of importance in the overall analysis of Broadhursf s business interests, 

and as an indication of his financial position in 1878 when he entered the 

fish canning, is the need to take W. D. Moore on as financial backers. This 

is a clear indication that Broadhurst was not in a strong financial position 

following the down-turn of the pearl fishery and his losses at Shark Bay in 

the period 1874-1876. He also had serious trouble paying all of his 

creditors from April 1874 to September 1875 and as possible indication of 

his financial position, his wife Eliza, opened a school and was running it in 

1876.25 On the positive side is further evidence of Broadhurst's ability to 

obtain commercial backing and> to interest very highly respected and 

capable merchants in his schemes. 

None of Broadhurst's seven known 'lesser' activities, coconut growing, 

shop owning, whaling, turtle shelling, fishing, fish preserving and 

Parliament gave to him the expected returns or social benefits he may have 

expected however. The failure in the first four activities listed can be 

directly related to his decision to depart the North-West to concentrate on 

Shark Bay as a result of the failure in pearling and the loss of the SS 

Xantho. The failure in the Legislative Council is a direct result of the 

Shark Bay incident. The fish canning venture at Mandurah effectively 

occupied Broadhurst from 1878 to 1882, and though he appears to have 

done reasonably well, the industry did not flourish until it passed into the 

hands of Forbes, Tuckey and Bateman. 

The variety of these activities, despite their respective failures, point to 

an entrepreneurial flair on the part of Broadhurst and to his propensity to 

'go out of the ordinary grooves in search of wealth' .26 He was in fact the 

instigator of many very worthwhile enterprises, but consistently failed to 

capitalize on his hard work and ingenuity. The remarkable capacity to 

24 Herald, 131211882. 
25 Inquirer, 28/6/1876 & West Australian. 4/3/1884. 
26Kimberley, op. cit., p. 97. 
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rebound after set-backs surfaces again in these instances, as does a capacity 

for work and a willingness to travel in order to further his enterprises. 

this becomes evident again when Broadhurst began to gear up for the 

Abrolhos Islands guano industry. 

After the sale of the Mandurah fish cannery in early 1882, he proceeded 

to the Abrolhos Islands to examine the possibilities of establishing a 'fishing 

station' there. He returned to the mainland indicating only to the inquisitive 

press that he was 'favourably impressed' with the 'promising resources' .27 

His reasons for secrecy, and for not pursuing his interest in the fishing 

industry, are now obvious. In the last week of December 1882, he wrote to 

the Government about his discovery of previously unknown guano beds of 

great significance. 

(iv) Broadhurst and the guano trade. 

'Guano' is a rich organic substance consisting of the remains of birds, 

their droppings, and other materials. Once its properties were recognized it 

replaced bone as a fertilizer and is accepted as the first of the highly 

concentrated manures.28 It had some advantages over its competitors. It 

was soluble, performed well on both heavy and light soils and some 

varieties had the distinct advantage of smelling like natural farmyard 

manure.29 As such, it was a much sought after commodity throughout the 

world. 

Guano is present on islands throughout Australia, and the use of the 

substance began almost as soon as the deposits were recognized by the 

European settlers. A John Grace from Queenscliffe on Port Phillip Bay 

discovered guano on nearby Flat Island in 1858, for example.30 He had an 

analysis done which indicated that it possessed 'excellent qualities' and 

within a short time he was able to ship some hundreds of tons to 

Melbourne. It was claimed at the time that guano was, 'strongly 

27West Australian, 26/12/1882. 
28Thompson, F. M. L., The Second Agricultural Revolution. 1815-1880, pp. 62-77. 
29 ibid., p.68. 
30 The Age, 21/3/1865. 
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recommended by the men of science for its fertilizing and invigorating 

power)l 

These finds, 'set merchants astir')2 Not only did they represent an 

opportunity for profit in the sale of the commodity itself within the colony, 

but the guano enabled them to fill the holds of vessels returning to Europe 

after bringing out emigrants and goods for Australia. The returns from the 

fertilizer in the form of royalties were also good for the Government, and 

the Melbourne press stressed the valuable returns to the colony that the 

'profitable commercial enterprise' represented.33 

All this occurred while Broadhurst was in Victoria and just prior to his 

departure for the sparsely populated west coast where similar deposits were 

noticed on the Houtman Abrolhos- near Geraldton. 

By the mid 1840s, small, locally-owned vessels were bringing down 

shipments of guano and it was regularly offered for sale by January of 

1847.34 This was intended for the local market, though it is believed that a 

shipment of three tons was sent overseas, probably to America)5 The 

gu~no at the Abrolhos appeared as 'live' or fresh deposits and as 'dead 

guano' or 'rock phosphate', a limestone, converted in part to tri-calcic 

phosphates which required some experience in judging if it wa~ of 

marketable quality or not.36 Though little is known about the activities 

there in this early period, it is known that shipments from the Abrolhos 

were usually made in small quantities, as an adjunct to other activities such 

as fishing. 37 

31 ibid. 
32 ibid. 
33 ibid. 

34 Perth Gazette, 9/1/1847,6/11/1847 & in some intervening issues. 
35 Woodward, H.P., The Phosphatic Deposits of Western Australia, Geological Survey of Western 
Australia Bulletin, (74, Series V, No. 61,1917), p.lO. 
36 ibid. p.14. 

37 Stanbury, M., and Brown, R. t Report on the 1979 Investigations into the Nature of Human Activity and 
Settlement on Pelsaert Island, Houtman Abrolhos, Western Australia. (W.A. Museum Report, in prep). 
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Interest in other beds of guano on the many islands off the coast of 

Western Australia also developed. In early 1850, substantial deposits were 

reported in Shark Bay and the news was received with some enthusiasm in 

the local press.39 The fmder of the guano beds was given a one year lease, 

to Egg Island, a very rich deposit lying on a tiny island at the south-east 

end of Dirk Hartog Island in Shark Bay.40 He then chartered vessels from 

Mauritius for the purpose of removing the guano. After some 

disagreements with the authorities in London, the Colonial Government set 

38Australia. West Coast, Geraldton to Cape Leeuwin, 1 :1,000,000. AUS 417. 
39 Perth Gazette, 29/3/1850. 
40 Stanbury, M., Shark Bay Guano. Unpublished. Typescript. W AM File 110/80, (Shark Bay Wrecks), 

o 
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a levy of £2 per ton to provide revenue and pay a 

establishment to protect the deposits and other natural resources 

region.41 By the following year the guano prices on the English market 

were being quoted in the local press and the news of the Shark Bay find 

caused some interest on the London Stock Exchange.42 In November 1851, 

in response to dissatisfaction with the levy and other problems, the Colonial 

Office in London ordered that the duty be reduced and it was later fixed at 

£1 per ton. Further local and overseas shipments were made out of Shark 

Bay,43 though as supplies began to dwindle, the shippers began to voice 

their discontent and to complain that they had been misled by the Colonial 

Government into believing there was a much larger deposit. It was claimed 

that the required steps had not been taken to properly examine and quantify 

the resource. To compound the problems, some cargoes remained unsold at 

Mauritius due to their inferior quality and some doubts were cast on 

whether a number of cargoes were guano at all.44 By the end of the year, 

the industry out of Shark Bay was considerably reduced. 

The nineteenth century historian, W.B. Kimberley's analysis of this 

formative period in the Western Australian guano industry reads thus: 

Since the hurned and unsuccessful exploitation 
of the Guano deposits on the North West coast 
in 1850 and subsequent years, interest in the 
trade had quite lapsed. Little was heard of 
Guano till 1876. 45 

Kimberley's assessment, apparently mirrors official understanding of 

events rather than the actual situation. It is now clear that a large amount of 

unauthorized harvesting of guano occurred on remote islands before 1876. 

It is claimed that guano was 'worked' on the Lacepede Islands, Browse 

41 Perth Gazette, 15 & 22/11/1850 & Bain, M.A., Ancient Landmarks. A Social and Economic history of 
the Victoria District of Western Australia, 1839-1894, (UW A Press, Nedlands. 1975), p. 64-5. 
42 Perth Gazette, 24/10/1851. 
43 Bain, op. cit., p. 64-5 & Woodward, op. cit.. p.ll, records shipments in 1855. 1865 and 1872. 
44 Perth Gazette. 15/8/1851. 
45Ki lo.~ I . muvr ey, op. Clt., p. 
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Island, Ashmore reef, Jones Island (in Napier Broome Bay), Leseur Island, 

the Montebello Islands and Barrow Island.46 American vessels, especially, 

searched for unoccupied islands throughout the world. They operated in 

the belief that their law entitled them, as private citizens on behalf of 

government, to take possession of uninhabited islands more than three 

miles off-shore, provided they had not been formally claimed. Such powers 

were not delegated to individual British subjects. The matter was 

complicated by British legal opinion to the effect that, in order to annex 

off-shore rocks and islands, the Western Australian Government was 

required not only to indicate such an intent but also to physically occupy 

them.47 

Broadhurst and others were also interested in exploiting the guano 

deposits in Shark Bay and in the Houtman Abrolhos before 1876. On 30 

January 1867, for example, F.L. Von Bibra, who held pastoral leases in the 

Shark Bay district, wrote to the Colonial Government requesting 

permission to harvest guano from the islands in the Bay. In March of that 

year he was granted exclusive permission to do so provided that he 

guaranteed that those people employed in the collection and removal of the 

guano be prevented from landing on the 'islets' except at the time 

appointed, to protect the birds, and that he would not sub-let or raise the 

price of the commodity.48 

On 4 May 1873, whilst attempting to secure a section 01 

Island for the purposes of establishing a fish-preserving works, t 

wrote to the Surveyor General from Fremantle enquiring whether Von 

Bibra had an exclusive right to the guano beds in Shark Bay.49 Von Bibra 

was then advertising Shark Bay guano for sale at £6 per ton.50 Broadhurst 

would have been well aware of the potential that the latent guano industry 

46Pairbridge, R.W., Discoveries in the Timor Sea, North-West Australia. In RWAHS. Journal and 
Proceedings. (Vol XXXIV, Part IV., 1948), p.213. 
47 Henderson, G. J . & K. J. (1988), op. cit.. p. 213. 
48 Surveyor General to VonBibra, 7/3/1867, Letters forwarded to Settlers. Ace 49, VOL. 39, BL. 
49 SDUR, B8/857, BL. 
50 Inquirer, 15/5/1872. 



303 

afforded a man such as he with a large labour force and access to 

pearling vessels and other shipping. Apparently the reply to his letter about 

Von Bibra's monopoly at Shark Bay was in the affirmative, for Broadhurst 

then abandoned the idea of harvesting guano at Shark Bay and concentrated 

on his peading interests. 

With the down-turn in the Shark Bay peading industry around 1874-5 he 

turned his attention elsewhere and focus sed for a while on the guano 

deposits on the Abrolhos Islands. He subsequently wrote from Perth on 1 

May 1876 asking to be allowed to collect guano from the Houtman 

Abrolhos on the same terms as those allowed to Von Bibra at Shark Bay.51 

His interest was apparently aroused 'by a perusal of Captain Stokes reports 

issued after his 1840 survey'. 52 He' wrote again a week later stating that, it 

had just come to his notice that W. Bateman had been offerred and had 

accepted the rights for the Easter Group of islands in the Abrolhos.53 

Broadhurst then gave notice that he wished to alter his application to apply 

to the 'Southern' or Pelsaert Group.54 

In reply to Broadhurst, Malcolm Fraser, the Commissioner of Crown 

Lands, advised that careful consideration would be given to his application 

for a monopoly to ship guano. To enable him to test the deposits he was, in 

the meantime, authorized to remove a shipload of guano from the Pelsaert 

Group.55 In June, the firm of L.A. Manning and Company, applied for 

permission to lease the Northern or Wallabi Group of islands for the 

purposes of mining guano, indicating that they had boats and a number of 

'Malays' with which to prosecute the industry. Their request was granted, 

and they eventually obtained a two year lease with a levy set at 10 shillings 

per ton from July 1 1876.56 In this manner the three groups of islands that 

51 SDUR, B lO/1071e, BL. 
52 Kimberley, op. cit., p. 290. 
53 SDUR, BIO/I071 d., BL. 
54 ibid., BIO/I071 b., BL. 
55 ibid., BIO/1071a., BL. 
56 ibid., 795 a-i. 
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constitute the Abrolhos (Wallabi, Easter, and Pelsaert Groups) were 

occupied for the purposes of collecting guano for 1876 at least. 

In June of the same year, Fraser penned a memo to the Governor on the 

question of monopolies in the guano industry. He supported the idea 

principle with some reservations. He reasoned that a monopoly encouraged 

the outlay of the capital required to ensure the collection and the shipping 

of the guano. This, in his opinion would ensure that it was carried out an 

efficient manner and would result in a greater return to the government in 

the form of royalties. There were clear disadvantages however, and other 

ideas were mooted. The difficulties of enforcing any levy on guano 

removed by occasional visitors and in preventing the illegal removal of 

guano from islands spread over such a large coastline as Western Australia, 

led Fraser to opt for the granting of annual leases to specific individuals or 

companies.57 The Governor agreed. 

The wisdom of granting monopolies and thereby making the holder of 

the concession responsible for the exploitation of the resource to the 

exclusion of others was amply demonstrated in the same year at the 

Lacepede Islands. 

Here there was a rich source of guano to which the colonial government 

had given sole rights at a levy of 10 shillings per ton to the Melbourne finn 

of Poole, Picken and Company. An American, a Mr Roberts acting, on 

advice from his consul in Melbourne, landed there in a French barque and 

having planted an American flag, claimed that they were not British 

territory and that he was entitled to load guano. A political storm erupted 

over the incident and it was not resolved without the payment of the 

required levy of 10 shillings per ton, the payment of a fine of £100, a 

withdrawal by the American consul and the enactment of protective 

legislation by the Western Australian Govemment.58 This Act which was 

passed in September of 1876, required the licensing of those involved and 

57 SDUR. M 67ge, 12/6/1876, BL. 
58 Kimberley. op. cit. pp. 242-3. 
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allowed for severe penalties and the temporary seizure vessels 

contents in the case of transgressions.59 Despite this, the situation was 

satisfactorily resolved. In the following year, of the ten vessels collecting 

guano at the Lacepedes, only three had the required licences.60 e 

Colonial Government subsequently sought tenders for the sole rights of 

removing the estimated deposit of 40,000 tons of guano from the 

Lacepedes. One of the conditions set, was that the whole of the guano on 

the islands be removed at a rate of 20,000 tons per annum with a surety of 

£2000 in advance. Another condition was to the effect that the guano 

should be removed in accordance with the wishes and advice of a duly 

appointed resident government representative, and this clearly required a 

survey of the available deposits.61 The Lacepedes trade flourished over the 

next two years and then died, not without great criticism, of the 

government's role in the management of the resource, and a very expensive 

claim against the government for compensation. A select Commission 

investigating the claim also found against the government. They came to 

the damning conclusion that 'the loss which the colony sustained ... was 

caused by a total absence of business capacity on the part of the 

government' .62 

All this is an indication of the mood prevailing in the light of the 

Lacepedes incident, and it is in this context that Broadhurst eventually 

became involved in the guano industry. Though he was authorized to 

remove one cargo of guano from the 'Southern Group' in May 1876, he 

does not seem to have followed up on the concession on a large scale. Part 

of the reason may have been his ailing social and financial position as a 

result of the 'Malay' incident and down-turn at Shark Bay and the 

difficulties associated with shipping out of the Southern Group in the 

59 Statutes of W A. 40 Victoriae. No ix., 1876. 
60 Henderson, G. J., & K. J., (1988), op. cit., p. 213-218. 
61 Government Gazette, 1878, Nos 22 & 37,20/8/1878. 
62 A contract had been taken out by Beaver and Company for 6 vessels to take out the guano there and was 
not fulfilled due to the inferior quality of the deposit remaining. A compensation case for £6968 went 
against the government Kimberley, op. cit., p. 290. 
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Abrolhos. In support of this notion, he for In 1876, 

with a cargo of Shark Bay shell and did not return to the Colony until 

October 1877.63 

Thus Broadhurst's first attempt to become involved in the Abrolhos 

Islands guano industry appears to have been a failure and in the following 

year 1878, he commenced fish canning at Mandurah. Another reason why 

Broadhurst did not capitalize on his monopoly over the deposits to the 

Southern Group may have been his initial failure to find potentially 

lucrative beds. In this failure he was not alone. In April 1879 while the 

Lacepedes trade was flourishing, the then Deputy Surveyor General, John 

Forrest visited the Houtman Abrolhos and reported somewhat un

favourably on the deposits.64 He found stone huts and water on West 

Wallabi Island and on the Middle Islands in the Southern Group_ In this 

group he also found a small quantity of guano on Gun island 'heaped up by 

someone', possibly Broadhurst. An unworked deposit, estimated at 3,000 

tons, was found on Rat Island and another estimated at 2,000 tons was 

found on Pelsaert Island. (Figure 39). 

In the following year 1880, tenders were called for the sole rights to 

mine guano on all the Houtman Abrolhos islands together or separately.65 

All vessels involved were to be licensed and royalties were to be calculated 

on the 'register tonnage' of the vesse1.66 This was a measure of the cubic 

capacity based on a number of key measurements such as length, 

breadth and depth. Given that the royalties were based on this 

measure of volume and not the actual weight of the cargo, a well 

loaded vessel was able to carry more tons of guano than the register 

tonnage of the vessel itself and thereby profit. 

63 Arrivals and Departures, card index, BL. 
64 FOtTest, J., Report on an Examination of Houtman's Abrolhos for Guano Deposits, 10/4/1879. CSO, 
ACC 223, 126/17, BL. 
65 Government Gazette. 22/6/1880, No. 28. 
66MacGregor, op. cit., p. 284, defines the various tonnage measurements in vogue in the 18th. and 19th. 
centuries and explains the complex series of measurements used in this period to obtain a vessel's 
tonnage. 
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A deposit was to be lodged with the government and contractors were 

permitted to build on any or all of the islands the required buildings, jetties 

and tramways and to remove them at the expiration of the lease. The guano 

was to be removed in a 'regular and systematic manner, in accordance with 

instructions that may from time to time be issued by the government'. 

Forfeiture clauses were included in the case of any breach of the 

conditions.67 An analysis of three samples of the guano removed from the 

area appeared in the edition of the Government Gazette carrying the call 

for tenders. This indicated that the deposit contained from 54-72% 

Phosphates, 2-4% Carbonate of Lime, 10-24% Organic Matter,0.8-4% 

sand and 12-17 % moisture. The third sample from a small island nearby 

contained 72% Phosphates and 10% organic matter indicating that the beds 

varied considerably in their quality. 

None of this was sufficient to attract the capital and commitment 

necessary to ensure success. As an indication of the lack of interest in the 

Abrolhos deposits on the part of all including Broadhurst at this time, only 

three tenders were received. These were from Beaver and Company, 

William Owston and Von Bibra. Beaver offerred £750 flat, for the entire 

Abrolhos, Owston offerred £100 flat for the Abrolhos or 5 shillings per 

ton for two years and £150 flat for Shark Bay or 7 shillings per ton for 3 

years. Von Bibra offerred £1-5-0 per ton for 'live' guano from Shark Bay 

and wished to recover only 80-100 tons per annum. He also offered 10 

shillings per ton for 'dead' or old deposits. All of these tenders were 

rejected as being unsuitable to the Government. 68 According to Kimberley, 

there were no exports of guano recorded for the years 1881-2, and 'it was 

believed by some that the industry was at an end' .69 

In the apparent belief that such was the case, Broadhurst visited the 

Houtman Abrolhos in December 1882 with the intention of establishing a 

67 Government Gazette, 1880. op. cit 
68 Schedule of Tenders Received, Lands & Surveys file (L&S), Ace 527, 1880/1324, BL. (Afterwards, 
L&S, 1324/8, BL. 
69 Kimberley, op. cit., 290. 
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'ishing station. He arrived at nesting time and by doing so noted millions of 

>irds on the ground and in the air above their nests. 
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Thus, he was able to find guano beds of a size previously ..... u ... ' ....... .., 

reported that there were two considerable sized deposits on Pelsaert Island 

in addition to that found by Forrest. A major guano bed was also located 

on nearby Rat Island, but the quality and the depth of the deposit varied 

considerably. He believed that there were 20,000 tons. or four times 

Forrest's estimate, to be had. 

He also indicated that, despite there being a good anchorage near Rat 

Island, the situation at Pelsart Island was less promising. Though there 

were plenty of deep channels near Pelsart Island, coral reefs were in 

evidence all around and he doubted if the deposit could be worked without 

a small steam tug to bring the large sailing vessels into the channel. He 

noted the possibility, that when the place became better known, a good 

channel might be found. He indicated that wells had to be sunk through 

solid rock, two or three sheds would have to be erected to hold a cargo of 

guano, horses and carts would be required and 'chinamen' imported. In 

requesting sole rights to the deposit, Broadhurst noted the potentially large 

expenditure required to mine the resource and requested security of tenure 

as a result.?1 The conditions mooted for his lease were that he be required 

to recover 1000 tons of 'dead' guano per annum at a royalty of 13 shillings 

per registered ton of the vessels used with a security of £500.72 

Broadhust initially rejected the government's offer and requested that the 

royalty be assessed on the actual value of the guano discharged at 

Fremantle or Geraldton rather on the tonnage of the vessels involved. 

In April 1883 Broadhurst went to Albany probably with the intention of 

travelling overseas or to Melbourne.?3 In the meantime he had samples of 

the guano evaluated at a cost of £150. The results were not promising. It 

was stated that it would 'never pay' to export to Mauritius, that it was 

considered 'valueless' for the British market and that the farmers in South 

Australia were 'not yet sufficiently advanced in horticultural science' to 

71Broadhurst to Surveyor General, 26/12/1882 & 27/12/1882. L&S. 1324/8, BL, op. cit 
72L&S office 11/1/1883, L&S, 1324/8, BL, op. cit. 
73 Arrivals and Departures, card index, BL. 
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recognize the advantages of using the substance.74 The guano worked well 

in trials at Guildford in Western Australia however, and Broadhurst 

elected to take out a lease on the Government's tenns. He also applied for a 

pastoral lease to the Wallabi Islands at the Abrolhos.75 By December 1883, 

at the age of 57, he had settled at the Abrolhos in order to work the 

deposits, albeit in a 'very small way'.76 In order to encourage him to 

expand, it was suggested by the Commissioner of Crown Lands, that he be 

issued a special licence, so that if any vessel employed in the trade did not 

fill its holds, a refund would be allowed. As an indication that money was 

tight at those times (or as further proof of his attitude towards his 

creditors), in January of the following year, he was summonsed for non 

payment of debt by W.D. Moore, his fonner backers in the fish canning 

industry.77 Further indications of his lack of finance appear in 

Broadhurst's note to the Surveyor General that, though he was able to 

obtain two bondsmen to guarantee £250 for his operations, he was having 

difficulty finding the £500 required.78 

He was achieving some success however and in January 1884, Broadhurst 

wrote that they had loaded three vessels of 60 tons in the previous two 

weeks.79 

In March 1884, as further incentive to proceed with the guano industry, 

he was granted exclusive right to collect and remove the whole of the 

guano in the Houtman Abrolhos for the tenn of five years'.80 By July he 

had established a residence, storeroom and accommodation for his 'agent' 

and seven 'Chinamen' on Rat Island. He also built a stone landing from 

74 Broadhurst to Surveyor General. 12/12/1883. L&S, 1324/8, BL, op. cit. 
75ibid., 17n/1883. 
76 Commissioner Crown Lands to Col. Sec .• 13/12/1883 L&S, 1324, BL, op. cit. 
77 Moore vs. Broadhurst. 5/1/1884, for £81 plus interests and court costs. Supreme Court of w.A.. Record 
of Judgements. Vo18 & Index. Acc 3546 & 3557, WAS 130-131, BL. 
78Broadhurst to Surveyor General. 9/1/1884. L&S, 1324/8, op. cit. 
79ibid., 31/1/1884. 
80 Indenture 13/7/1885. between Broadhurst (Mortgagor) and John Bateman of Fremantle (Mortgagee), 
Broadhurst Papers, BL. As these have yet to be accessioned by the library their full details cannot be given. 
Copies also with the author and the Broadhurst family. 



to load , used 

larger vessels waiting off-shore.81 

Figure 40 

M en at work on the guano beds, showing the primitive methods used 

the need for a substantial labour force.82 
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Broadhurst then found himself in need of further capital and other 

logistical assistance in order to pursue the industry on any scale. In 

November 1884, he entered into an agreement with John Wesley Bateman 

of Fremantle such that Bateman would 'assist' in the working and removal 

of the guano. Broadhurst then went to Mauritius possibly to establish a 

market there and to obtain more backing.83 By the following June, 

Bateman had expended the sum of £1986-2-2d in helping develop the 

81 West Australian. 29n/1884. 
A ~ is a small vessel converted or specially built in order to tranship goods from the shore to vessels 
unable to get close in. de Kerchove, R., International Maritime Dictionary. 2nd .. ed .• (Van Nostrand, New 
York, 1948), p. 454. 
82Maritime Archaeology Department, photo-file 1038/34. 
83 Arrivals and Departures, op. cit. 
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industry,84 On 5 January 1885 Broadhurst received further capital by 

taking in a partner William Brown MacNeil, and so the firm of 

Broadhurst, MacNeil and Company was formed. The agreement was valid 

until the end of February 1889 and was subject to a number of conditions, 

most notably that the profits, losses (if any) and costs be divided between 

Broadhurst and MacNeil in the ratio of three quarters to one quarter. 85 In 

the year following March 1 1884, Broadhurst had succeeded in sending 

twelve cargos to a total of 942 tons of the 1000 tons of guano required to 

be shipped by his agreement. The cargos were mainly despatched in small 

vessels and ranged from 16 tons in the Una to 206 tons in the Iris,86 

Unlike MacNeil, Bateman did not join the Company as a partner 

responsible for any losses that may be incurred. He elected to enter into an 

alternative arrangement in order to secure his financial outlay, and on 13 

July 1885, Broadhurst mortgaged his share and all the goods, chattels and 

improvements to Bateman at the rate of 8% per annum. The goods 

mentioned in the mortgage document give some indication of the scale of 

the enterprise at the time. They were, one bay mare, one set of tramway 

harness, fifty goats, sundry shovels, wheelbarrows, picks and other 

excavating gear, four tons of galvanised iron, tramway line of an. un

mentioned length and one, five ton cutter and two, one ton cutters, to act as 

lighters and transports. In July 1885 Broadhurst also purchased the 22 ton, 

14 metre cutter Neptune for use in the trade. As further indication of his 

reliance on Bateman at this stage, Broadhurst was forced to mortgage the 

vessel to him for £500 at 8% in the following September.87 As security, the 

lease to the Islands was also transferred to Bateman' s name, producing a set 

of circumstances where Bateman had to be advised by the Government of 

all the dealings they had with Broadhurst, MacNeil and Company.88 

84 Inquirer, 2/5/1890. 
85 Broadhurst MacNeil and Co., Articles of Partnership, Broadhurst Papers, op. cit, BL. 
86L&S. 1324/8, op. cit. 
87 Transcript of the Register of British Ships at the Port of Fremantle. McKenna Collection, op. cit.. p.74. 
88Commissioner of Crown Lands to Col. Sec., 15n/l885. L&S, 1324/8, op. cit. 
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By the middle of 1886, the Company had succeeded constructing huts 

to house 35 men and a stone enclosure ('still unroofed') to hold 1500 tons 

of guano. Tramways totalling around 1400 metres in length, and a stone 

jetty 77 metres long with a depth of two metres of water at its extremity 

were also constructed.89 There was 15 fathoms of water within 100 metres 

of the stone jetty and all was in readiness for an expansion of the shipping 

aspect of the enterprise. In March 1885, always in search of other ventures, 

and possibly concerned at his growing indebtedness to Bateman, 

Broadhurst applied, for the lease to the newly opened parts of the Shark 

Bay Pearl fishery at £1000 per annum.90 The request was refused. 

Broadhurst then turned his attention solely to the guano industry. 

There were many problems for Broadhurst in the early years of the 

guano industry that may have prompted him to look elsewhere. They were, 

'under great disadvantages' in the period. They could not make contracts 

and were initially 'financed very heavily' in London, Fremantle and in 

Mauritius. The shipments that they made were under consignment and they 

had to export 1500 tons of guano per annum as a part of their lease 

agreement.91 Due to a 'lack of experience', the first two cargoes shipped to 

Mauritius in 1884 yielded 30-40% tri-calcic phosphate as opposed to the 

required 68-70% and were still unsold in June 1886. To make matters 

worse, a vessel carrying a cargo of their guano to Hamburg developed a 

leak off the Cape of Good Hope and after putting in for repairs was 

condemned and sold. Because the vessel was refloated and was not declared 

a total wreck, this resulted in the loss of £835 in insurance money payable 

to the Company. 92 

89The jetty is clearly shown on Good Friday Bay, 1:37,500, AUS 
90 CSO, 1182/527, BL. 
91 Votes and Proceedings of the first session of the fourth Parliament 1901-2. Report of the Select 
Committee of the Legislative Assembly to Enquire into the Advisability of Renewing the Existing Leases 
of the Guano Deposits on the Abrolhos Islands, A 21, Evidence of Florance Broadhurst, (perth, 
Government Print), p.l8. 
92Broadhurst to Commissioner of Crown Lands. 29/6/1886, L&S, op. cit., Woodward, op. cit., p.6 & 
West Australian, 11/3/1866. 
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Broadhurst used these instances to show that the royalties thirteen 

shillings per ton were considered to be excessive and placed the Company 

under severe strain.93 A figure of £1645 in royalties were paid in 1886 on 

four cargos in the vessels in the vessels Atlantic (which loaded 825 tons for 

Hamburg) Goat/ell, Euterpe and Kornuno.94 Despite the tonnage loaded, 

there was little margin for profit in the business and Broadhurst indicated 

to the authorities that he had no chance of recouping his expenses by March 

1 1889, the time his lease was due to expire. As a result he again sought an 

extension to his lease.95 His personal finances were also in disarray and 

Broadhurst himself was again summonsed for non payment of debt at this 

time.96 

On 5 October 1886 Broadhursr's son, Florance Constantine Broadhurst, 

was brought into the partnership taking a one third part of his father's 

share of the business. He and MacNeil were then one quarter shareholders 

and Charles Edward Broadhurst held a half share. Broadhurst senior 

apparently recognized his own deficiencies and saw that his son, who had 

received a mercantile education and was noted for his 'clear sighted 

methods and organising power', was to be the key to the future success of 

the business.97 Under article 9 of the agreement under which Florance was 

bought into the Company, it was stated that : 

93 V&P, 1901-2, op. cit. 

The management of the firm shall be 
exclusively in the hands of the said William 
Brown MacNeil and Florance Constantine 
Broadhurst as joint managers and they shall 
both of them devote their whole time and 
attention to the partnership business ... neither 
of them shall engage themselves or himself 
directly or indirectly in any other business and 
the said Charles Edward Broadhurst shall in 
no way interfere in the management of the 
said partnership business. 98 

94West Australian, 11(3/1886 & L&S. op. cit. 
95Broadhurst to Commisioner Crown Lands. 29/6/1886, L&S, op. ch. 
96Supreme Court Records. ibid. 
97 Kimberley, op. cit, p.98. 
98 Broadhurst, MacNeil and Co. Articles of Partnership, op. cit, BL. My emphasis. 
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The concluding statement is worded in a very strong fashion, IS a 

clear indication of some deficiency the way Broadhurst was 

conducting the business. As some further indication of this, the Articles 

which numbered 19 in total also required that proper books were to be 

kept, and a general account was to be made at the end of each calendar 

year. Florance Broadhurst then entered into a £1000 bond with the family 

solicitor S.H. Parker, to the effect that he was to secure an annuity of £150 

per year to his mother so long as the partnership earned at least £600,99 

This arrangement and the associated documents have been examined by Mr 

David Kilpatrick, an accountant specializing in modem day insolvency and 

business rationalization.l oo It is his belief that the figure of £150 is 

significant In that it represents one quarter of the minimum profit of £600 

mentioned in the article above. As Florance Broadhurst's share in the 

business was one quarter, he was by this clause, set to lose all bar his salary 

if the profits did not exceed £600. This was then an incentive to achieve 

profits beyond that figure, for only then would he have begun to realize a 

return for his quarter share. Mr Kilpatrick also indicated that to leave the 

business under the management of Florance and MacNeil under those 

terms, is a reasonable thing for a man such as Broadhurst, who was then 60 

years old, to do. On the other hand, the clause that he shall 'in no way 

interfere' in the running of the business is an indication that though he had 

shown flair in setting it up and in obtaining backing from men such as 

Bateman and MacNeil, Broadhurst was in some way deficient in 

management skills. 

In the following year, 5,900 tons of guano valued at £4-10-0 per ton 

were shipped to Europe, most to Hamburg and some to Antwerp.101 The 

total royalties paid on the four cargoes sent in the Ullock, Electra, Miako 

99 Bond to Secure an Annuity to Mrs Eliza Broadhurst, 16/11/1886, Broadhurst papers, op. cit, BL. 
100 Mr Kilpatrick is an accountant also specializing in matters relating to business problems and 
insolvency. Kilpatrick's Ply. Ltd. of Beverley, W.A. 
101 Woodward, op. cit. 
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used by German farmers. 103 

from the Company, taking his 

its net worth £900, giving a total implied value of the concern at the 
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at 

of £3,600. With MacNeil's departure, Florance Broadhurst stood to a 

greater percentage of the profit above £600. Though Charles Edward's 

share was accordingly altered to five eighths of the business on the 

departure of MacNeil, that of his son rose from one quarter to 

eighths. 104 

Part of MacNeil and Florance Broadhurst's success in working the guano 

fields was their good management skills and the fact that their sub

managers were also of a high standard. They treated their men well and 

had a significant effect on the success of the concern. 

Figure 41 

Broadhurst's men at work on the rich deposits at Gun Island. 105 

l02L&S, op. cit. 

103 West, Australian, 24/10/1887. 
104 Broadhurst, MacNeil and Co., Dissolution of Partnership as Regards William Brown MacNeil, 
Broadhurst papers, op. cit., BL. 
l05MA, Photo-file W. 122. It is on this Island that the relics of the Dutch East India Company ship 
Zeewijk were discovered and subsequently found their way to display at the W. A. Museum through 
Florance Broadhurst. 
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At the time, they employed 30 European men who were employed for 8 

hours per day, and a 'working manager', Mr Beddoes who was described 

as a 'skilful pilot.' A Mr Groom was the 'manager of fieldwork' 

together they appear to have done very well and paid due attention the 

welfare of their men. It was noted, for example, that the labourers who 

were, at that particular time, all European, had a 'splendid bathing place 

and good beach for other sports' .106 The good results reflect Broadhurst's 

successes under his manager Mr Smith at Shark Bay who was also noted 

for his attention to the needs of his men. 

The business began to flourish under the influence of Florance 

Broadhurst with his 'mercantile training'. Soon after he assumed control 

from his father, the Company wrote to John Forrest, the Commissioner of 

Crown Lands, on a matter which had long vexed Broadhurst Snr., the 

question of royalties. The Company stated that the royalty of 13 shillings 

per register ton, was applied by the Government in the mistaken belief that 

they were actually able to load' 100% over' (or twice) the registered 

tonnage of any particular vesse1. It was indicated that 45% over the register 

tonnage was closer to the mark and they were only able to obtain £3-17-6 

per ton weight on the guano and then only on that which rated above 70% 

phosphates. Florance Broadhurst then produced a table based on the royalty 

payable, showing that the Company's expenses for each ton of guano were 

as follows: 

106 ibid. 

Royalty 
Loading expenses 
Insurance 
Freight 
Agents Fees, Gennany 
Agents Fees, Fremantle 
Agents Fees, London 
Miscellaneous 
TOTAL 

9s 
16s 
3s 

£1-10-0 
8s 
2s 
Is 
Is 

£3-10-0 107 

107Had the Company been able to load twice the register tonnage, the royalty would have 
been half 13s or 6/6d. 
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Having outlayed £3000 establishing the operation up to that time, it was 

claimed that the margin of 7 s-6d per ton weight was unsatisfactory, despite 

having netted £1190 on the cargos of the Lothair and Miako.1 08 The 

submission was unsuccessful but paved the way for another approach to the 

Governor himself a short while later. 

By August 1888, twenty-two large vessels had loaded for the United 

Kingdom, Mauritius and the Continent, and on 2 May 1890 the Barque 

Gazelle took the first shipment of guano to New Zealand. By the end of 

1890 a total of around 30,000 tons of guano had been shipped.109 

Florance Broadhurst stepped up his pressure on the Colonial 

Government to reduce the royalty, and in September 1888 he had a 

personal interview with the Governor on the matter. He indicated that 

compared with the loss that the Government had sustained at the Lacepedes 

in providing a revenue cutter, Resident commissioner and police, the 

Abrolhos guano industry had cost the Government very little indeed. He 

also indicated, that because of the small profit margin, the Company could 

not ship cargoes under 70% phosphates. There was, he claimed, stiff 

competition from other Companies in the Eastern Colonies and Pacific 

Islands who were not paying the same high royalties and who were .at a 

distinct advantage as a result. He also indicated that there were many 

potential cargoes of guano comprising 50-65% phosphates, but that unless 

the royalties were reduced they could not be profitably sent. He appended 

to his submission a table of expenses per ton weight of guano over 

the last 12 shipments made by the Company to a total of £3-3-5 and pointed 

out that it did not include wear and tear on the plant and equipment.11O 

In realizing the potential benefits to the Government, the royalty was 

duly reduced to 10 shillings per register ton of the vessels loading the 

guano. 

108Broadhurst. MacNeil and Co .• to Commissioner of Crown Lands, 30/8/1887, L&S, 1324/8, BL, op. 
cit. 
109 Inquirer, 2/5/1890 & L&S, op. cit 
llOBroadhurst, MacNeil and Co .• to H.E. the Governor, 17/9/1888, L&S, 1324/8, BL, op. cit, & 
Florance Constantine Broadhurst to HE. Sir F. N. Broome, 28/9/1888, ibid. 
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On 7 May 1890, Florance Broadhurst and Mr Beddoes arrived 

Geraldton when it was revealed that, though the arrival of winter heralded 

the suspension of shipping operations, a number of men had been retained 

for the purpose of transferring the plant from Rat Island to Pelsaert Island. 

Accommodation and shipping facilities including wharves and a jetty were 

also to be constructed on the island from which they expected to obtain 

between 8,000-10,000 tons of guano,lll On 9 May Broadhurst wrote to the 

Colonial Government informing them that the transfer was a 'long and 

costly business' involving a 4,000 ton shed, a jarrah jetty of 100 metres 

length, three kilometres of tramway, houses and offices. By the time he 

wrote much of it was complete, and by the end of the following September 

he expected to have expended in the vicinity of £3,000 in the improvements 

and had paid £8565 in royalties on the guano shipped. l12 

On 15 May 1890, at the age of 64, Charles Broadhurst gave formal 

notice of his retirement from the firm of Broadhurst, MacNeil and 

Company, keeping his five eighths share of the business. A family trust was 

then formed in order to secure the future of his wife and their other 

children and his share was assigned to the care of two Trustees, one 

Bateman and the other his son Florance)13 As Charles Edward Broadhurst 

was indebted to the sum of £2,242-12-10, presumably to Batemen, 

Florance Broadhurst was authorized to pay his debts from the trust funds 

in order to protect the trusts. Florance Constantine Broadhurst was then 

given sole 'power to pledge the credit of the firm'. This inferred that, 

despite remaining the major partner in the firm, Charles Edward 

Broadhurst had no further power to enter into debt on behalf of the 

Company .114 The notice duly appeared in the local press. ItS A few months 

later his son offered the government, £4000 in exchange for the Company 

111 West Australian. 7/5/1890. 
112 Broadhurst MacNeil and Co .• to Commissioner of Crown Lands. 9/5/1890, L&S, 1324/8, BL, op. cit. 
113C. E. Broadhurst and F.C. Broadhurst. Deed of Dissolution of Partnership, Broadhurst Family Papers, 
op. cit. 
114 Notice of Retirement of C.E. Broadhurst. Broadhurst Family Papers, op. cit., BL. 
115 West Australian. 24/5/1890 
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being granted sole rights to the deposits. Having calculated that 

Company was expected to remove 3000 tons of guano per annum at ten 

shillings per ton for the next five years, the offer was understandably 

refused. 116 

In attempting to keep the pressure on the government to keep the 

royalties in line with the phosphate content of the guano and not the 

register tonnage of the vessels loaded, and as an indication that the business 

was still a risky one, Florance Broadhurst wrote to the informing them of 

the heavy losses incurred in 1890. The losses were due in part to the 

inundation of a cargo before it was loaded on-board the vessel Cooleen 

resulting in it arriving in London with 23% moisture content or, in terms 

of weight, 200 tons of water. I I? ~ 

On 5 December 1891, Florance Broadhurst wrote his parents from the 

Abrolhos Islands offering to purchase Charles Edward's share in the 

business for a total of £10,000. 118 At the end of the month, Bateman 

withdrew from the Trusteeship agreement, leaving Florance Broadhurst as 

the sole trustee. 

Though his parents did not immediately accept his offer, Florance 

Broadhurst kept it before them and then continued about the business in his 

own right. In seeking further rationalization, the Europeans were laid off 

and forty 'Malays' were employed in a move that was severely criticized by 

the local press. The criticism apparently had the desired effect, for by 

1902, only Europeans were being employed in the Company. Despite doing 

well, Florance Broadhurst did not discharge his father's mortgage to 

Bateman on the Neptune, until May 1893, and at the same time he 

purchased a two thirds share of Bateman's 25 ton schooner lone and his 16 

ton cutter Zebra. 119 In the following month Bateman transferred his rights 

116Broadhurst, MacNeil and Co., to Commissioner of Crown Lands, 16/8/1890, L&S, 1324/8, BL, op. 
cit, & Fraser to Col. Sec., 21/8/1890, L&S, op. cit 
117 Marden to Broadhurst MacNeil and Co., 13/1211890, L&S, 1324/8, BL, op. cit 
118 Florance Broadhurst to Charles and Eliza Broadhurst, 5/12/1891. Broadhurst Family Papers, op. cit 
119 Transcript of Register of British Ships at the Port of Fremantle. McKenna Collection, op. cit., pp. 41, 
74, 103. 
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for the nominal sum of ten shillings. 
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Eventually his parents agreed to his request to buy them out, and on 31 

May 1894, it was agreed that the partnership between the two Broadhurst's 

be dissolved.1 2o 

By the end of that year, it was reported that around 46,000 tons of guano 

had been exported by the firm and that the royalty that accrued to the 

government from this amounted to £16,000.121 This suffices to indicate the 

important position which the Abrolhos Islands guano industry occupied as a 

source of revenue to the state. 

In 1895, having established the industry and having left it in the capable 

hands of his son, Charles Edward Broadhurst and his wife Eliza left the 

State to live in Bournemouth, England. There, they were comfortably 

provided for by two family trusts to a total of £10,000 which were 

sufficient to see all of the family, including Florance Broadhurst's brothers 

and sisters, very comfortably provided fOr. 122 

On 5 May of the same year, the government was urged to purchase 

Broadhurst, MacNeil and Company's lease of the Abrolhos due to fears that 

the whole of the resource would be sold overseas and denied to the local 

farmers. This action was favoured by the Bureau of Agriculture. Florance 

Broadhurst objected strongly, but later unsuccessfully offerred the 

concession to the Bureau for £7,000. 

In a report compiled by Surveyor A.I. Wells, it was estimated that there 

were still areas of guano deposits on 17 islands on the Abrolhos. There 

were an estimated 32,000 tons remaining on the West Wallabi Island, 

25,000 tons on Pelsaert Island, 8,500 tons on Gun Island with smaller 

amounts on 'over a dozen' of the other islands to a total of 101,500 tons.123 

120C. E. Broadhurst and F. C. Broadhurst. Deed of Dissolution of Partnership. Broadhurst Family Papers, 
op. cit., BL. 
121Saville Kent, op. cit., p.137. 
122c. E. Broadhurst and F. C. Broadhurst. Deed of Dissolution of Partnership, Broadhurst Family Papers, 
op. cit. 
123 V&P, 1901-2. op. cit. 
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The improvements erected by Broadhurst, MacNeil and Company included 

'strongly constructed' timber and iron houses, jetties and tramways. There 

were quarters for 40 men on Rat, Gun and Pelsaert Islands. On Gun and 

Pelsaert there were jarrah jetties and on Rat Island, a stone jetty. 

were, after the loss of the Orpheus in February of 1897 three lighters in 

the employ of the Company, lone, Zebra and Neptune. 124 A fourth, the 

N autilus, was lost during Wells' visit to Gun Island. Wells estimated that 

the total value of the improvements and plant erected by the firm was in 

the vicinity of £7,500.125 

The remarkable turnover in this period was followed by a down-turn in 

the overseas trade with no guano being loaded for the European trade in 

1900 due to the high costs of freight and poor prices resulting in a very 

poor profit margin,126 Prices for guano were also dropping due to the 

opening of very rich deposits at Christmas Island. The Abrolhos Islands 

guano was considered over-priced and of uncertain quality and supply. 

This led agriculturalists, even local farmers, to look closely at the prospects 

of obtaining their supplies elsewhere.l 27 The request of Cumming, Smith 

and Company of Melbourne for governmental support in the establishment 

of a chemical and artificial manure plant in the State, prompted the 

formation of a Select Committee to enquire into the question of the renewal 

of the leases to mine the guano. They also examined the notion that 

overseas export should be stopped in favour of improving the supply to the 

local farmers and to upgrade the quality of the fertilizer.l 28Florance 

Broadhurst indicated that the £15,000 required to purchase and install 

equipment designed to upgrade the guano mined to superphosphate, was 

impracticaL He also fought strongly against the proposed ban on exports. 

124 Geraldton Express, 19/2/1897. 
125 ibid., 7/111897 & Wells. AJ. Examination of the Abro/hos Islands. 1718/1897. BL. 
126 ibid. 
127Stanbury and Brown, op. cit., cha. 2. 
128 ibid. 
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Charles Edward Broadhurst in the meantime was residing reasonably 

comfortably with his family in Bournemouth, England. Eliza Broadhufst, 

died in 1899 with few personal possessions other than a handful of shares 

in a gas company to hand on. Broadhurst, himself died in England on 26 

April 1905.129 Despite there being £7,403 remaining in the trust funds, his 

executors found themselves unable to execute the conditions of his will in 

the manner Broadhurst specified, indicating again his lack of attention to 

detail in such matters. l3O 

Florance Broadhurst died four years later in 1909, a wealthy 

man. 131 He was found drowned "in his fishing dinghy after spending an 

afternoon on the Swan River. 132 Apparently he suffered badly from an 

injury sustained when he fell while searching for guano on the islands of 

the Recherche Archipelago near Esperance. He was taking strong 

medication for the injury and his family believe that this led to his untimely 

demise. 133 

Conclusion 

Charles Edward Broadhurst must be credited for having began the 

Abrolhos Islands guano industry by following on the discoveries of the 

early explorers and proving those such as the explorer John Forrest wrong 

in their estimates of the extent of the guano beds. 

Though he was the one with the flair and capacity to get the venture off 

the ground, its successful continuation was the result of the managerial and 

negotiating skills of his son and on infusion of funds from many sources 

1290bituary appearing in the West Australian. 1/5/1905. 
13°F. Marden Ranger to Florance Broadhurst, 5/5/1905, L&S, 1324/8, BL, op. cit. 
131 Probate Jurisdiction in the Will and two Codicils of Florance Constantine Broadhurst, in the 
possession of his granddaughter Mrs. M Brinsden. This shows that he left a house in Peppermint Grove, 15 
cottages or houses in Perth and Geraldton, 12 blocks at Southern Cross, Derby and Roeboume, and other 
goods and chattels to a total value of £34,010. 
132 West Australian. 4/3/1909 & 22/2/1909. 
133 Pers. Corn., Mrs Marjorie Darling his daughter to the author, 1987. 



including Bateman and MacNeil who both had a significant effect on 

management of the business in the early stages. 
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Though his son Florance, controlled the business aspects of the huge 

expansion that took place after Charles Edward retired, and very capably 

attended to the operation of the business, it appears that much of the credit 

in the successful operation of the guano mining itself lies with Mr Beddoes 

the engineer. The evidence for this surfaces in a letter of 16 May 1896 to 

the Colonial Secretary from Maitland Brown, recommending the services 

of Mr Beddoes. In this it was stated that Beddoes had controlled the 

operations at the Abrolhos and had had 'practical control ever since his 

arrival in the colony a few years ago.' 134 Beddoes was a 'skilled surveyor 

and engineer' who had previously provided 'good services' on the Natal 

Harbour works. Broadhurst MacNeil and Company were considered 

fortunate in securing his services.135 

This, and the speed and manner in which Florance Broadhurst took the 

struggling guano mining industry to its acknowledged heights as veritable 

'gold mine' ,136 is further indication of Charles Edward Broadhurst's 

reliance on his managers. 

Broadhurst, then had the flair, drive, persuasion and capacity to get an 

enterprise going, but ultimately relied on his managers to develop it to the 

full potential. This was evident throughout his career but it can be 

documented and shown without doubt in this instance. 

134 CSQ, 3546/95, BL. 
135 Bunbury Herald, 1611011897. 
136Kimberley, op. cit., p.97. 
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Chapter 

Conclusion 

The original aim of this thesis was to examine the career of Charles Edward 

Broadhurst so that the strange decisions he made, especially in relation to the 

purchase and operation of the SS Xantho, could be better understood. 

The career of Broadhurst has assumed a wider significance. Though he 

proved to be a failure in almost everything he attempted and was very 

controversial, Broadhurst was a key figure in the development of the North

West of Western Australia. He was one of the leaders in the pastoral industry 

in the region and a leading pearler at Nickol Bay and Shark Bay. He instigated 

the very lucrative Abrolhos Islands guano industry and was the first to 

operate a steamship in the Western Australian coastal trade. 

This study of his innovative, though mainly unsuccessful attempts to utilize 

men and machines in those industries, though unsuccessful, has led to greater 

understanding of him, the industries themselves, and the men and machines 

that he employed. 

Another indirect result of this enquiry into Broadhurst has been a greater. 

appreciation of the process of European settlement of the 'North district' of 

Western Australia and of the impact it had on the North and its original 

inhabitants, the Aborigines. The important part that the land and the 

Aborigines of the Nickol Bay area played in assisting European settlement has 

also been examined. 

An unexpected result of the enqUIry into Broadhurst has been the 

realization of the importance to the historian of those, such as he who failed 

in their endeavours. Payne, in his analysis of British entepreneurship in the 

nineteenth century, has indicated that the 'eulogistic aura enveloping the 

pioneers' in general, is a reflection of a 'biased sample' in historical data; in 
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that those concerns that were successful have 'created conditions' that led a 

survival of their archives. l 

This, it has been argued, has been a major factor in the assessment of the 

groups and the individual Europeans who settled the North-West of Western 

Australia. In comparison to those such as the Withnell's, Padbury and 

Richardson, there has been little written on Broadhurst and the Denison Plains 

Pastoral Company partly because they were considered failures. Not only 

have many of the records been destroyed, but those that have survived appear 

under vague or misleading titles, and have proved difficult to locate both in 

Western Australia and Victoria. In line with Payne's analysis, this has led to 

the development of a 'biased sample', in the analysis of European settlement 

of the North-West where, success appeared to be the norm and failure the 

premise of a poorly prepared and foolish immigrant few. 

Despite the loss of these records, the personal diaries of Richardson, T.e 
Sholl and especially RJ. Sholl have proved a valuable source of information 

on Broadhurst's career. Despite being almost indecipherable, the elder Sholl's 

Diaries and Occurrence books have served to help fill some of the gaps left by 

the destruction of Broadhurst's and the Denison Plains Company archives. 

There is much that can be learnt from failures such as Broadhurst, and the 

study of them can cast useful light on the process of European colonization of 

the vast continent of Australia. 

Background 

Broadhurst was from a very rich family based in Manchester, England and 

emigrated at 17 years of age to Victoria in Australia where he joined his 

cousin and elder brother. There, under their tutelage, he established himself, 

became a well respected land-owner and 'gentleman' farmer and showed his 

capacity as a promoter and organiser in the local Agricultural Society. At 34 

years of age he married well. His 21 year old wife, Eliza was well educated, a 

1 Payne, op. cit., p.31. 
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talented musician and though not rich, was part of a well established and very 

successful extended family group. 

As squatters holding vast areas of land in the Kilmore regIOn, the 

Broadhurst family became concerned at the possibility of losing these to the 

growing band of 'selectors' in the late 1850s and early 1860s. Like many 

other Victorians in search of land at the time, they were quite understandably 

attracted to the newly opened 'North District' of Western Australia which at 

the time housed not one European inhabitant. It had been the subject of 

exploration by respected and experienced men and the data collected was 

clearly of a superior nature to that which saw the formation of other colonies 

especially the 'Swan River Colony'. The reports indicated that there was little 

chance of failure in the new lands and the regulations drafted to allow for 

settlement were very liberal. Respected and very successful local men such as 

Waiter Padbury and high ranking Western Australian government officials 

such as the Colonial Secretary became involved and this led to an increased 

confidence in the area. 

The publication of well produced pamphlets which included supportive 

comment from very capable, well known and practical men, combined with 

glowing accounts of the area, also served to allay any fears the prospective 

settlers, such as the Broadhurst's, may have had. 

Being in Victoria, almost as far away in terms of communications as those 

who were led to settle the Swan River Colony itself in 1829, Broadhurst and 

his fellow Victorians were forced to rely on the accounts of the explorers 

which appeared, without exception, in glowing terms in the press and in the 

Company prospectuses. 

Charles Edward Broadhurst then began an extraordinary run of personal 

failures by becoming embroiled in the Denison Plains Pastoral Company as a 

shareholder, Director and Manager. 
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The Denison Plains Pastoral'1ompany 

The Denison Plains, to which the Company was bound, was the subject of 

an exploration conducted by experienced men who were not blind to the 

prospect of drought. The country and climate in the region were described at 

length and in glowing terms by them. The Company formed to settle the 

region and the Camden Harbour Association were inextricably linked as an 

integral part of William Harvey's scheme to establish a self governing Colony 

in the north and to open a new gateway to Australia at Camden Harbour. 

Once settlement was established there, telegraph and other links were to be 

established from Adelaide along Stuart's route across to the Denison Plains 

through to Cam den Harbour and thence to Batavia, Singapore and Europe. An 

accurate map, based on the explorations, was produced showing the location 

of the Denison Plains, their proximity to other settlements and to the explorer 

Stuart's route from Port Essington to Adelaide. 

The Denison Plains Pastoral Company prospectus was, like the Camden 

Harbour document, truthful in all respects (excepting the promises of a pre

emptive right and in the predictions of profit and stock increase). Despite this, 

lies and exaggerations were apparently a part of the public meetings held to 

promote the Company, and they appear to have further fostered the 

Victorian's belief in the qualities of the land. 

In this context, Broadhurst and the intending settlers were clearly gullible. 

The explorers had journeyed to the Denison Plains westwards from the 

Victoria River in the Northern Territory. Despite this, Harvey apparently 

convinced Broadhurst and his colleagues of the possibility of travelling 

eastwards, on an un-proven route, to the plains from Cam den Harbour. Due 

to the lack of documentary evidence, it has not been possible to adequately 

assess the part Broadhurst played as a Director in this plan, which with the 

benefit of hindsight was obviously hopeless. The few decisions he is known to 

have made as one of an 'irresponsible and self elected' board of Directors are 

worthy of criticism. One of the most notable is his failure to act on receipt of 
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the opinion that it would be almost impossible to make the journey from 

Camden Harbour overland to the Denison Plains with stock. The other is his 

failure as the chief Company representative on-board to enforce a delay when 

the first adverse account of events at Camden Harbour were published. This 

information was received on the very day they were due to depart Melbourne 

for the Denison Plains on-board the Warrior. William Harvey claims to have 

placed three copies of the newspaper carrying this adverse account on board 

the Company vessel at the dock, though there is some doubt that he did so, or 

that if he did that they got to the shareholders. 

Broadhurst, his Company colleagues and fellow shareholders appear to have 

been deceived by William Harvey and by his own unshakeable belief in the 

Camden HarbourlDenison Plains. The Company prospectus, containing the 

explorer's accounts, and the comments of Broadhurst's friend Dr Mueller 

who accompanied the explorers to the Denison Plains, were enough to 

convince Broadhurst of the value of the scheme. His conviction was such as to 

see him hazard his own life and those of his pregnant wife and small children 

in the venture. That his fellow Director Charles Wedge and the Shareholder 

Simeon Muller did likewise and that the three families took eleven children 

with them, is an indication of their combined faith in the explorer's reports, 

and in their faith in their ability to force a safe path through to the Denison . 

Plains. 

Such risks and blind faith in the possibility of settling the 'North District' 

were not just the premise of the Denison Plains Company people. Similar 

indications are also evident in the relatively large financial outlay of the 

Western Australian settlers such as Padbury, Wellard, Lockyer, Taylor, 

Viveash, Middleton and Wilkerson. It is also amply demonstrated in John 

Withnell and his pregnant wife Emma's decision to completely sell up in the 

south, and to proceed with their children and family north to Port Hedland at 

great cost, and with near disastrous results. The expensive odyssey of many 

Victorians such as A.R. Richardson and his colleagues and the expense of 
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chartering vessels such as the Maria Ross also highlights the faith shown in the 

explorers accounts at the time, and the lure of the newly opened North 

District. 

Clearly Broadhurst and his unfortunate colleagues were not the only ones 

to succumb to the lure of the North and to place their faith in the explorer's 

accounts. 

The large financial outlay of those such as the Withnell' s, Padbury, 

Wellard and Richardson' s group were a major factor in their decision to 

remain in the 'North District' when drought served to make a mockery of the 

explorers' accounts. Their outlay contrasts markedly with the ouday of those, 

such as Broadhurst, who joined the Camden Harbour and Denison Plains 

Pastoral Companies. In this context, Broadhurst's decision to join both the 

Camden Harbour Pastoral Association and the Denison plains Pastoral 

Company at a relatively small capital outlay was, to some extent, a wise one. 

Having made the decision to proceed to the North of Westem Australia, and 

having taken a paid position in the company as Superintendent of Stock and 

Stations, Broadhurst kept his costs in venturing to the North very low indeed. 

He reduced them even further by the somewhat doubtful leasing arrangement 

he made with his fellow Directors over his 'Arab' stallion, Kochlani. 

As a Director and Manager, he was with his fellow leaders, Charles Wedge , 

and Dr Baynton, to make the decision to abandon Camden Harbour and 

attempt to land at Roebuck Bay and if possible to strike overland for the 

Denison Plains from there. Purely by good fortune they were forced to land 

at Nickol Bay where the land and the local Aborigines served present an 

exceptional set of circumstances conducive to European settlement. It has been 

argued that had Broadhurst and his colleagues landed anywhere but at Nickol 

Bay they would have been forced out by the nature of the land and by the 

local Aborigines. 

In the absence of much information on the Denison Plains Pastoral 

Company, most historians have relied upon Battye and Kimberley and have 
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come to discount the impact that it actually had on the North-West. is not 

generally realized that under Broadhurst's leadership, the Denison Plains 

Pastoral Company established successful 'runs' or 'stations' at the Nickol and 

Maitland Rivers whilst awaiting for further information on the state of the 

Company. The Company collapsed in Melbourne in August 1865 and news of 

this reached Nickol Bay in the following October. Whilst awaiting 'decisive 

intelligence', Broadhurst was instrumental in keeping the Company and its 

stock and effects together in the face of the inordinate delays in the mails 

which characterized this early stage in the settlement of the North-West until 

April 1866. His efforts in this regard are deserving of praise, for he was able 

to do so in the face of dissension," ostracism, violence, a severe drought, near 

starvation and great suffering for almost a year. Under his leadership, the 

Company erected bough sheds, stockyards and other buildings. The stock 

thrived and they succeeded in shearing and in sending wool south. Regardless 

of his motives for enforcing as Company unity and for refusing to disperse 

the stock and effects, as Manager and Superintendent of Stock and Stations, 

Broadhurst deserves much of the credit for the success. Sholl's is the only 

first hand account and opinion on the propriety of Broadhurst's behaviour as 

Manager of the Company at Nickol Bay that has survived. His opinion should 

be given some credence as such, despite becoming a good friend of the . 

Broadhurst's and despite the opinions of Broadhurst's less objective colleagues 

to the contrary. 

A great and lasting suspicion of Broadhurst as the only visible leader of 

the Company surfaces in the Barker and Gull letters and would not have been 

allayed by Broadhurst's successful tendering for the Company or by his 

somewhat autocratic attitude towards his fellow shareholders. These are clear 

indications of his failings in the field of personnel management. 

The general criticism of him as a former Director in the Company has also 

been shown to have been justifiable, though because he was (and has been to 
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this day) the only known 'high profile' leader, he has come to bear more 

his share of the blame for the collapse of the Company. 

By virtue of his position as a Director and Manager, Broadhurst has been 

shown to have been a promoter of the Company and therefore partly to blame 

for the eventual failure, though William Harvey has been shown to have been 

the real force behind the Company. Broadhurst, with his hunger for land and 

a penchant for 'grand' schemes appears to have been one of his naive 'pawns. 

As a result of his faith in Harvey, Broadhurst's involvement in the Denison 

Plains Pastoral Company was to be his first known failure and his 

involvement with it, somewhat justifiably, severely tarnished his reputation 

throughout the Colony. 

Despite having ample justification to leave and with little to lose financially 

after the collapse of the Company at Nickol Bay and the dispersal of the 

Company stock and goods in April 1866, Broadhurst and his family stayed on 

in the North-West. He then successfully tendered for the defunct Company 

creating further discontent amongst those he once led. In this way he came to 

be one of the best equipped pastoralists in the region, and on a number of 

occasions lent his horses and four horse wagons to the Resident Magistrate for 

Government use.2• He then successfully maintained his own flocks under the 

care of agents and shepherds at the Maitland River to around 1871, and this 

is a credit to him. When compared to the failure of many others in the North

West pastoral industry between the years 1865-1870, Broadhurst's modest 

success as a pastoralist after the collapse of the Denison Plains Pastoral 

Company is worthy of note. 

As a group, the former Company people as a group also proved successful 

in the N orth-West after the final collapse of the Denison Plains Pastoral 

Company at Nickol Bay. At least 13 of a total of 19 shareholders in the 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company who landed in the 'North district' had some 

measure of success in the service industries or as pastoralists and pearlers. 

2CSR. 603/28, BL. 
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The oft quoted opinion of the Resident Magistrate that not one in fifty of the 

Camden Harbour and Denison Plains people would make good settlers was 

proven wrong. As Sholl is the source of most of the 'objective' opinion about 

events in the North at that time, his words have been partly responsible for 

the pre-emptory dismissal of the Denison Plains Company and its people. 

When he wrote the words however, Sholl who had just come down from the 

disaster at Camden Harbour, and who was immediately beset by the problems 

of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, clearly had a jaundiced opinion of 

any shareholders in the field. The high opinions of the Company men held by 

Broadhurst before the collapse, and those held, in hindsight, by their fellow 

pastoralist and the former manager of the Roebuck Bay Association, L.C. 

Burges to the effect that they were a 'most enterprising and useful body' of 

men are clearly nearer to the mark. 

Contrary to the opinions of Kimberley, Battye, and those who have 

accepted their analyses without question, the men and women of the Denison 

Plains Company at Nickol Bay were a remarkable, well suited and well 

equipped body. The percentage of those shareholders in the Denison Plains 

company who succeeded in the North-West is remarkable. The census for 

1870 indicates that there were 20 'farmers' and 30 'pearl fishers' in the 

district at that time for example.3 At least seven of those fifty, Broadhurst, . 

Simpson, Mckay, Venn, McIntosh, Hicks and Frazer were from the former 

Denison Plains Pastoral Company. Four years after their Company had failed 

they were still a significant 14% of those involved in these two industries in 

the North-West. The men and women of the Company were also a significant 

force in the formation of the township of Roeboume and constituted over 

50% of the European population of the area and were for at least a year a 

clear majority of the European women and children on the land. 

3Census, 1870, op. cit. 
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Broadhurst, Pastoralist and Justice of the Peace 

After the collapse of the Company, Broadhurst and his wife Eliza were 

prominent members of the community at Roebourne, the administrative 

centre for the entire 'North District'. He led petitions to the government to 

establish a school and headed a committee formed to send a party overland to 

relieve the situation in the town when the Emma disappeared.4 was also 

appointed Justice of the Peace in August 1866, and two months later was 

appointed Acting Resident Magistrate until February 1867. In that capacity, 

he displayed qualities that were again to earn him the official praise of his 

friend Resident Magistrate R.J. Sholl. Though the few sentences he was to 

hand down in his official capacity as a magistrate were harsh by today's 

standards, they reflected the "attitudes of a time when the 'hostility and 

treachery' of the local Aborigines was a great concern. His contemporary, 

and future MP, A.R. Richardson for example noted that at the time the 

Europeans generally considered themselves 'intellectually and morally 

superior to the savage tribes'.5 Another contemporary, Charles Harper who 

was noted for his positive treatment of Aborigines in the pearling industry, 

later also entered Parliament and established the West Australian newspaper. 

In that capacity he was to represent the conservative element in society and to 

become fiercely critical of the Reverend Gribble who in 1886 almost single

handedly went against his society and church in deploring the disintegration 

of Aboriginal society. 

Pearling 

Given the controversy that surrounded him over the collapse of the Denison 

Plains Pastoral Company Broadhurst must have been a persuasive man 

because of his ability to forge business partnerships such as that in the 

pearling industry between himself and Dempster, Barker and Gull. In doing 

so, he was forced to overcome considerable suspicion in joining with them in 

4CSR, 603/59, BL. 
5Richardson, op. cit., p. 20. 
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the abortive attempt to introduce 'diving apparatus' to the pearling industry. 

His ability to secure the services of the 'volunteer' Aboriginal convicts from 

Rottnest Island and to enter partnerships with, Christie and Spurling of the 

Adur, with W.D. Moore in the Mandurah fish canning industry, with 

Bateman and MacNeil in the guano industry, are also evidence of his 

considerable flair for involving others to his advantage. His excellent 

relationship with the Colonial Government, their extraordinarily sympathetic 

attitude towards him and their desire to further his cause in 'everyway' is 

further evidence of his pursuasiveness and the high regard in which he was 

held, despite the controversies in which he was continually embroiled. 

On the other hand, Broadhurst's background as the son of very rich parents 

and his English public school education may not have prepared him well for a 

business career. He continued after his involvement with the Denison Plains 

Pastoral Company to develop equally 'grand', and for the time, impractical 

and unnecessary schemes, such as the introduction of 'diving apparatus', the 

use of the 'volunteer' Aboriginal convicts as divers and the SS Xantho. 

He spent three seasons attempting to use the newly introduced 'diving 

apparatus', despite it being unnecessary, impractical and in-efficient at the 

time. The failure of his European, Aboriginal and 'Malay' divers was a major 

reason for Broadhurst's failure in the North. His failure with each of these 

diverse groups of men, who appeared exceptionally bad in comparison with 

those around, occurred when others were succeeding. It has been argued that, 

B roadhurst failed to realise the need for experience in the art of 'seeing' shell 

underwater, and as a result appears to have made some very poor decisions in 

his choice of divers. Having made this fundamental mistake, he then proved 

unsuccessful in his efforts to motivate his men to overcome their natural fears 

of the water and to learn the necessary skills. Having also failed in this 

regard, he then may have actually been too 'soft' by contemporary standards 

in order to obtain the necessary results by coercion, or lacked the necessary 

skills required for the adequate supervision of them and their managers. 
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The SS Xantho 

His involvement in the SS Xantho, the first steamship to be employed on the 

Western Australian coast has been shown to have been the result of a similar 

'grand' approach to the problems of the North-West. Broadhurst's 

involvement with steam in the pearling industry and the coastal trade has been 

shown to be not so much a failure in the idea behind the enterprise but in the 

choice of vessel and in the benefits foregone in the purchase. Had Broadhurst 

used the £4,500 he expended in the purchase and fitting out of the SS Xantho 

in a fleet of wooden craft suitable for peading and in servicing his overseas 

and other interests, his needs may have been better met and his risk would 

have been suitably spread. Others such as Walter Pad bury lost vessels such as 

the Emma with disastrous loss of life in the N orth-West but with little effect 

on their business empires, because they were but part of a larger fleet. 

Broadhurst on the other hand was not only virtually ruined by the loss of his 

steamer, but also lost the vital link between his far-flung business enterprises. 

Despite having found £4,500 to finance the SS Xantho venture, Broadhurst 

was unable to personally acquire such a sum for fish canning, and for guano 

mining, the industries that were eventually to provide him with a modicum of 

financial security. His ability to involve others such as W.D. Moore, Bateman 

and MacNeil in order to raise the capital comes as no real surprise given his 

persuasiveness, but his need to do so indicates that after the losses in the 

peading industry at Nickol Bay and with the SS Xantho, he never really 

recovered financially and did not do so until his son came on the scene. His 

long years of indebtedness in the Guano industry and his reliance on the 

funds of others in order to satisfactorily develop the 'gold-mine' that it 

represented attest to the magnitude of the mistake Broadhurst made in putting 

so much capital into the SS Xantho. 
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Labour Relations 

Just as Broadhurst's failure to get the best out of his men of all races 

became apparent while Broadhurst was pearling at the Flying Foam Passage, 

his relations with his men come into focus in the varying accounts of his 

treatment of the 'volunteer' aboriginal convicts, in the abandonment of the 

crew of his steamer and in his treatment of the 'Malays' in his employ. 

The accommodation provided for his 'Malays' at both Banangara and Shark 

Bay was undeniably good, and his men were unanimous in their praise of the 

manner in which he housed and fed them. His complaint about the treatment 

of Aboriginal women in the pearling industry, the concern shown for the 

Aboriginal diver Kenman, ('Blackie') and his attempts to shame his other 

'volunteer' Aboriginal convict divers into diving in the unfamiliar waters of 

the North-West, rather than to resort to violence as was common, are other 

indications of concern in an era noted for very poor treatment of coloured 

people. On the negative side, are the many 'escapes' from his employ, his 

failure to pay the 'Malays' at Shark bay, the abandonment of the destitute 

multi-racial crew of his vessel, and the deaths of his Aboriginal servant 

'Harry' and the trainee seaman Ashwick. There are unanswered questions 

about all these incidents, though Broadhurst has not been mentioned as a 

transgressor in the last two and cannot necessarily be implicated in any 

untoward way. It also needs to be borne in mind that perhaps the complaints 

about the treatment of the Aboriginal women and the concern shown for 

Kenman were attempts to avoid the repercussions of other less savoury 

incidents. 

What is indisputable about Broadhurst in all of the above is a proven care 

for the housing and feeding of all of his men strangely combined with an 

obvious dislike of paying his dues. 

Broadhurst was summonsed for payment on 15 occasions from 1865, when 

he landed in the Colony, until 1887, three years before he left, by men of all 

races and from all stations in life. The amounts owing ranged from £13 to an 
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estimated £600. Many such cases can be traced to some business problem then 

besetting him, such as the failure of the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, the 

down-turn in the pearling industry and the very heavy financial loss at the 

wreck of the SS Xantho. Equally many instances, such as his failure to pay in 

full for his share in the 'diving' partnership with Dempster, Barker and Gull 

partnership, the case involving W. D. Moore, his former partners in the 

Mandurah fish canning industry, and the delay in the payment of £12 to his 

friend Sholl are, together with the many other cases of non-payment, evidence 

of either a continuing lack of money or a very poor attitude to his creditors 

indeed. Other instances such as his failure to pay his shepherd Mr Atting can 

be traced to a perception on Broadhurst's part of some real or imagined 

transgression on the part of his employees. 

In some mitigation of Broadhurst, as was noted in the case of the 

appearance in court of his colleague E. T. Hooley for non payment of debt, 

'insolvency amongst the pioneers was common at the time'.6 Others such as 

the pioneer pastoralist Wellard, appeared in the Supreme court on a number 

of occasions for non payment of equal or much greater sums. Waiter Padbury 

and W.S. Hall also appeared,? 

The evidence is contradictory, but leads to the belief that Broadhurst did 

not physically maltreat his men. It has been argued that, apart from his 

'grand' and impractical approach to the problems of the North, his chief 

visible failing was his poor attitude towards his creditors of all races and 

from all walks of life. 

In this context, it has been shown that for him to have been singled out in 

the Shark Bay incident was perhaps unfair, and that he was by virtue of his 

high position made a scapegoat. For the historians to have concentrated on his 

undeniable failure to pay the 'Malays' in his employ, and to infer that this was 

6 A McRae, 4/3/1876, Acc 289a, BL. 
7Wellard, owner of Andover Station on the Harding River, was summonsed in the Perth Supreme court late 
1865 on four occasions, once for £2200. Padbury was summonsed in September 1866 for £451, Hall in 1869, 
1877 and 1878 for £472, £43 and £20, Hooley in February 1870 for £42, Seubert in August 1870 for £181, and 
Blurton was summonsed in December 1867 for £679. 
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indicative of his attitude to coloured people, is again somewhat unfair as at 

that time he was having difficulty paying all his creditors. Further to this 

incident, the cause of the failure to pay the 'Malays' in his employ at Shark 

Bay and his subsequent resignation from the Legislative Council is not as 

clear cut as once thought. The part played by his nephew and manager Daniel 

Broadhurst in the matter is debatable. Despite having an arrangement with the 

master of the Rosette for the return of the 'Malays', Broadhurst Snr. is not 

blameless in the incident. ill the general down-turn being experienced in the 

industry and in the light of the problems he was having at the time in paying 

all of his creditors, Broadhurst does not appear to have forwarded on to his 

young and in-experienced nephew sufficient funds to continue the enterprise 

or with which to pay the men. 

The evolution of Broadhurst as a business man 

At Shark Bay, Bannangarra, and in the other instances, evidence of the fact 

that Broadhurst relied inordinately on his managers, and appeared unable to 

modify their behaviour when it was deficient, surfaces. The contrasts between 

Broadhurst's successes at Shark Bay when Mr. Smith was his manager and the 

failure under Daniel Broadhurst are stark indeed. Similar evidence comes 

from a comparison of the results at Banangara under Mr Wood and the desire. 

of his 'Malays to escape from Mr Letchford his manager at Port Hedland and 

from the unknown manager Broadhurst had at the Flying Foam Passage. 

Broadhurst appeared to depend greatly on the quality of his managers and was 

apparently a poor manager himself. Despite the courageous stance he made at 

Nickol Bay in keeping the company together, the virtual ostracism he suffered 

there, the successes of his son Florance in the guano trade and the clause set 

into their business agreement that Charles Edward shall 'in no way interfere' 

in the running of the business highlight Broadhurst' s failure as a manager. He 

was a undeniably a hard-working man who took the same risks as his men, 
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and he appears to have been better 'in the field' than he was in the 

administration of his affairs. 

It appears that though he had the flair to set up an enterprise, Broadhurst 

did not have the attention to detail required to see it achieve its full potential, 

and he then tended to became distracted by the lure of more promising 

enterprises. Broadhurst's apparent inability to modify the behaviour of his 

poor managers or to further capitalize on the skills of the good ones such as 

Captain Denicke, the conchologist and master of his pioneering steamer, or 

Mr Smith at Shark Bay, could be attributed to the fact that Broadhurst was 

himself caught in the process of personal development as an entrepreneur and 

was himself learning the neces~ary skills and attention to detail. In the 

Denison Plains context for example, he was both the source of capital (in 

leasing his stallion in lieu of the shares necessary to transport him and his 

family), Manager, and a Director. After he left the Company, he than 

employed his own managers to care for the ventures he began and then sought 

capital and outlets for further markets and a wider range of business 

activities. Initially, he did not learn to devolve his responsibility in an 

effective and consistent fashion and found himself unable to effectively link 

his far flung enterprises and various managers. Thus while he was embroiled 

in ventures in other parts of the colony or overseas, he found himself in ~ 

ignorance of, or unable to resolve, problems occurring elsewhere. The profit 

made by the middle man in the shipment of shell he made from Shark Bay on 

the Ivy in 1874, and the fact that Broadhurst barely broke even is an example 

of this. The problems occurring at Shark Bay while he was away in Europe 

or in Perth in Parliament are similar indications. The loss of the SS Xantho, 

an 'at call' link to his many enterprises, source of a speculative cash flow as a 

'tramp' steamer and transport for the 'Malays' to and from the islands to the 

North, can be seen to have been an indirect cause of such problems. Because 

the role he intended for the steamer has not previously been fully appreciated, 
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hitherto been realized. 
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than has 

It is significant that in 1885, even when he approaching 60 years of age, 

Broadhurst's attention was turned away from the guano industry which he 

was in the process of building into as viable concern back to the Shark Bay 

pearl fishery. He was apparently driven to keep looking elsewhere and was 

thereby unable to fully capitalize on his many schemes. With this in mind, it is 

fortuitous for Broadhurst and his family that the Government did not accede 

to his request for a monopoly to the remaining beds at Shark Bay and that, as 

a result, he was forced to concentrate on the Guano trade and to involve his 

son Florance. 

The guano trade certainly did repay Broadhurst for his previous failures 

and for his efforts in pioneering techniques and industries that later proved 

very successful. Even in that he was not the success he would have hoped to 

have been and it was not until his son took over the venture that the real 

potential of the venture was realized. 

Independent of the nature of his successes and failures is the hard working 

and 'indefatigable' nature of the man and the fact that he initiated many 

enterprises and used equipment that was later to prove undeniably successful. 

The comment made by the local press on the eve of his entering the Abrolhos 

Islands guano industry perhaps sums Broadhurst up in the most concise and 

effective manner : 

Mr Broadhurst deserves succ~ss for his enterprising 
spirit and for the initiating steps he has taken in many 
projects of which others now reap the fruits. Let us 
hope that his latest venture will repay him for his past 
misfortune.8 

Broadhurst was indeed a remarkable failure. 

8 West Australian, 26/12/1882. 



Appendix One 

Wages and Salaries 1872 1 

As an indication of the magnitude of Broadhurst's expenditure at the time 

Governor 
Colonial Secretary 
Surveyor General 
Treasurer 
Colonial Surgeon 
Resident Magistrate (Roebourne) 
Post Master General 
Chief Clerk 
Harbour Master (Fremantle) 
Crown Solicitor 
Headmaster (Perth Boys) 
Draughtsman 
Surveyor (Roebourne) 
Inspector of Sheep (J.C. Brodie) 
Harbour Master (Albany) 
Doctor (Roebourne) 1868&1875 
Cooper and Warehouse Keeper 
Clerk to the Crown Solicitor 
3rd. Master (Perth Boys) 
Teacher, Girls School 
Post Master (Albany) 
Clerk to RM. (Albany) 
Shepherd (Denison Plains Company) 
Clerk to RM. (Greenough) 
Schoolmistress (Guildford) 
Caretaker of the Public Gardens 
Clerk to RM. (Roebourne) 
lackeroo 
Labourer and Messenger 
Hospital Matron 

f! Servant 
" Cook 

Surgeon (Albany) 
Chaplain (Fremantle 
Schoolmaster (Rockingham) 
Shepherd (for Wellard at Roebourne) 
Shepherd (Roebourne) 
Assistant Teacher (Busselton) 
Shepherd 
General House Servant (Mary Sands) 

£2500 
£800 
£600 
£550 
£400 
£350 
£350 
£300 
£250 
£250 
£200 
£200 
£200 
£150 
£150 
£150 2 

£130 
£110 
£100 
£100 
£100 
£100 
£91-5-03 

£75 
£70 
£70 
£65 
£60 
£60 
£50 
£50 
£50 
£50 
£46-10-0 
£40 
£36 4 

£36 
£20 
£185 

£166 

1 W.A. Blue Book, 1870-1871), op. cit. Except where otherwise noted. 

2Withnell Taylor, op cit., pp. 133, 137. 
3Baynton to his father, 22/2/1866, op. cit. 
4 Hasluck, (1928), op. cit., p. 268. 
5ibid. 
6WithneU-Taylor, op. cit., p. 152. 
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Appendix Two 

Court Cases and inquiries against Broadhurst as an overall 
indication of his financial state and attitude towards his 

creditors. 

The study of Broadhurst indicates that he seemed to surround himself with controversy 
and was continually involved in court cases and official inquiries. Though his early life ill 
Victoria appears to be free of such matters, the situation was to dramatically change once 
he became involved in the Denison Plains Pastoral Company. Those occurring when he 
was involved with the Company have been mentioned in that section and in Appendix five. 

Following is a list of those controversies and court cases in which he was involved 
following after the collapse of the Company in 1866 and before his departure from the 
Colony in 1895. 1874-1875 are seen to have been particularly bad years for Broadhurst in 
fmancial terms. 

1866 
December. Concerns expressed about the death of 'Harry', the Aboriginal who died in 
Broadhurst's employ. Page 127. 

1868 
June. Broadhurst unable to pay £50 of the £200 owing to Dempster Barker and Gull in 

the partnership with the 'diving apparatus' on-board Mary Ann. Page 183. 

1869 
January. Ashwick Incident. Death of Broadhurst's sailor. Page 193. 
February. Aboriginal from the Swan River escapes from his employ and is recaptured. 
Page 194. 
March. Broadhurst was summonsed to pay for goods bought from the government 

store.7 

June Notice of unspecified case, Taylor and Co. Vs Broadhurst. 8 

August. Broadhurst unable to pay Sholl the £12 he had borrowed from him. Page 196. 

1870 
September! October. Rottnest Island Aboriginal convicts escape from Adur. Page 198 

et seq. 

1871 
January. Mr Atting, who was one of Broadhurst's shepherds, proceeded against him 

for the wages due. Broadhurst countered by claiming that Atting had left his flock. Page 
128. 

January. Kenman one of the Rottnest Aboriginal convicts from the Adur dies. Page 
201. 

April. More Aboriginal convicts from Rottnest escape. Page 198 et seq. 
April. Formal complaint lodged that the Adur was on the North-West coast without a 

chronometer and thereby placing the passengers and cargo at risk.9 

7RJS January-March 1869, & CSR, 647. BL. 
8RJS. 6/5/1869, BL. 
9RJS. 28/4/1871, BL. 



1872 
October Broadhurst was accused of smuggling by the Collector of customs over goods 

and tobacco landed at his pearling camp at Bannangarra. lO 
November 'Malays' abscond from Broadhurst's managers at Port Hedland and the 

Flying Foam Passage. Page 212. 
Novemb«r The crew of the SS Xantho proceed against Broadhurst for the non-payment 

of their wages owing. Four 'Malays' allowed to wander penniless around Geraldton. Page 
274. Amount owing estimated at £600. 

1873 
~ Cadell's 'Malays' who escaped from him and went to Broadhurst were not paid 

for the time spent in Broadhurst's employ. Page 235. 
September. RM Laurence's visit Broadhurst criticized for non payment of Cadell's 

men. Page 235 et. seq. 
December. McRae, Pearse and Stone Vs CEB, (18/12/1873) £59-4-10 11 

1874 
April McRae, Pearse & Stone case finalized, 29/4/1874 + Costs & Interest.£80-16-1 
Mi!X.. Broadhurst's 'Malays' strike Shark Bay, saying their time was up. 
Page 235. Broadhurst leaves Shark Bay around this time. 
June. G. Leake Vs CEB, Prommissory note, 11/6/1874. 
September L. Sampson Vs CEB, Guarantee of payment, 14/9/1874. 
October. Crouch, Crouch & Howlett Vs CEB, 5/10/1874. 

1875 

£50-7-0 
£36-5-6 
£97-9-0 

March Lt. Suckling's visit to Shark Bay. C.E. Broadhurst criticized for non-payment 
of 25 'Malays' whose time was up. Page 236. 

May W. S. Hall Vs CEB, Dishonoured cheque, 31/5/1875. £13-7-10 
August. Magistrate Fairbairn's visit. Various groups of 'Malays' proceed against the 

absent C.E. Broadhurst at Shark Bay, sale by distress of Broadhurst's equipment and 
stores. Page 238 et seq Total amount owing in wages to the 'Malays'. £298-3-10 

September H. Gray, Vs CEB, Bill of Exchange, 23/9/1875. £74-15-10 
Circa October, Broadhurst resigns from Parliament. 

1880 
11/11/1880 G. Thompson, Vs CEB dishonoured 

acceptance £27-10-0 

1884 
5/1/1884 W.D. Moore, Vs CEB. £81-11-0 

1886 
1/10/1886 D Simpson, Vs CEB. £30-10-7 

1887 
22/12/1887 J.H. Monger, VS CEB £50-13-6 

10CSR, 752{34, BL. 
11 Supreme Court of Western Australia Records of Judgement, Book 2, Vol 8, 1865-1888, op. cit. The 
only case where Broadhurst was the plaintiff was CEB Vs H. Bateman, 6/8/1874 for £21-2-0. 
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Appendix Three 
The Denison Plains Pastoral Company prospectus and 

the 1862 Land Regulations 
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n:!DlS ox WHrClf TIH: liF.W TERRITORIES OF WESTEIL.'i 
A(jSTHALlA J.m: OPEN FOR OCCUPATlOX. 

(Reprinted from the West Anstnillan Gor.,.,.,ne"t Ga:;etk.) 

COLOX I.U. SECRETARY'. OFFICE. 
P~l!Tl!. :lard I>ece",bw, 1862. 

It i, hpreby llotifiN! that, from und nftpr th~ lot January. 1863. 
new portiOlm or the «'m ton' of \\'<",tlTll AUl<trnlin will he "lll'll to 
l-:cncrnl !It'l''etion for le,~'IC ni,,! pllrd""", 1lI\{I~r the following l'l't,'U
lntions. which will he more fully ('xplnillro in It futuro noti~. 

1. The portio". of temlon' ,itf'X:tro by tht'>IC nogulatiClrul will he 
dcsignntro :- • • 

1<'ir.t-The Nort" DMrict. bollnded on the .... CI<t and north by 
the KCtt COil'!, including tbe bland. adjucent to it. and on the 
>OlIth hy the Riwr l!urchi.""n. ami by n true l'A'! lille through 
the NlIlumit of ;\loullt ;\Iurchoon. 

&cond-Thc Ea~t Di#tril'I, rompri. .... ~1 het ... ~ the longitudt'O 
121 und I:!!) d,'g. "Mt. nnd hetw,..,,, the I"tit"dc ;10 dcg . ..,uth 
nud the south COURt. ;nclndilJg thc ndjuCl~lt blnmiK. 

2. 'l1lC land in tb,,,,,, di.tnct_ will be di,-i~-rl into ('1"" .... A und 
C ~-('!as.~ A luUtl .. bdl1g fur muuUlI li(·t·H.~·. ,md th()~' in (1aAA C 
for mon° ,'xll'lUbl OCCtllxltioll, <"'1'1.." ,\ will rolllpri",-' all l:llld 
within two mill'''' of tllt' ~'n {'oa,.t. induding the.' ··,lju{~·nt h.lulld.lf; 
awl ('I"", C will h,' Ill<' ""III11;"d,'r. .. 

:l. Pl'nlti,.~ioll to proct'{'d to tlw north or l~l!Oot di~tri('t. fur tilt' 
11tu·i/o. '-' uf uceupJiug land unut:r thl'~ rc.'g'ulatiull:'!, may be ubtained 



4 .. 
by application in the form S in the Appendix hereto. Such per
mi .. ,on will be valid for twelve month. from it. date. 

4. Free pa..turage for the stock enumerated in an application, 
and for their natural increase. will be allowed on the unappropri
ated lands of the du.trictH referred to, for the ~c of twelve months 
from the date of their arrival therein; and Wlthin this period, runJI 

not exceeding (100,000) one hundred thousand acres for anyone 
establishment, may be selected in one uniform shape, and be 
rej10rtcd in the form T, for approval. 

S. A liecuse (llOt tran..ferable) will thereupon be i .. ,ued for the 
occupation of any 8uch appro'l'cd selection for the space of three 
vears. fn'c of rent; such three years to commence from the cnd of 
the twelve months last mentioned. 

6. At any time within thc three yCllI'll namt-d, the lawful occupant 
of any run will be permitted to select within such run 101:8 of land 
not exceeding twenty thousand acre. cnch. Any such I'Clections of 
Cl .... C land will, on approval, be granted on pastoral lease for 
eight ycars, to commence from the I.t of January ncxt following 
the datc of application; and similar selections of Class A land 
within a run will bc granted on anmk'll license, subject to renewal 
from year to year, at the option of the Government. 

i. Class C leases will be ehargenble wi.th onc fee of £5 each at 
their commencement, together with fh'c .hilling. per 1000 for the 
acreage therein, for the first four years, and tcn shillinl:l" per 
thoU&lnd acres for each of the second four ycars. Clas" A licenses 
will be charged at the :;ame rate for acreage, bnt 110 license fee. 
All payments to be in nd'l'ance. 

8. LeMes and Li.cens", will bc transferable while chargeable 
with rent, on its being shown to the satisfaction of the Governor 
that they haye been properly stocked. 

9. Runs or Len.",·, IIlUY be rcsullll·d either wholly or in part, for 
public purposes; or for ",le, on giving twclve months' notiee; but 
compensation in such case. ,rill be given, according to valuation or 
agreement, for any lawful improvements effected on a lease charge
ablc with rent pre,;ous to such notice. 

10. During the free occupation of a run, and during the first 
year of a lease, the lawful occup"nt of the same will be allowed " 
ri!lht to cultivate; but no claim for damages by trel!pa.'\5 of stock 
wlll be admi .. ,ible, tUlle .. the land trespa"""d upon shall be properly 
r"Mnd. 

11. In all other re"Peets, the (li.pos.~l und tenure of the Crown 
Lands in the north and cast <listricts will be b"O'I'erned by the 
provisions of the existing lant! regulations. 

12. No protcction or government establishment Wl11 be guaranteed 
to the public, until dt'emcd expedient by the Go\'ernment. 

By His Excellency's c';mmnnd, 

FRED. P. BARLEE, 
Colonial Secretary. 
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5 F. 
FRER STOCK RUNS IN THE NORTH AND EAST Di~CIS OJ 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
COLONIA.L SECRETARY'. OFFICE, 

PERT". 23rJ Ju"". 1863. 
Person., desirous of proceeding with stock to the north and east 

district., of W cstorn An.,trnlin, under the regulations published on 
the 23rd December. 1862, arc herebyappri""d that the iree runs 
of 100 000 aeNS each referred to in elnuse 4 of those regulations, 
will n~t be sanctioned by the t ... uc of the licen.",", mentioned. in 
clausc 5, unl""" the applicants for such runs shall iox:ward .... ,th 
their applications for the .. me, tl certificate b,' ""me cred.ble person, 
of the date on which the stock' enumerated in the Gowrnor·. per· 
mis,sion to proceed to such district actually am,'c'll therein. either 
by land or by water. . 

2. On such date will depend the duration of the first year:_ free 
pasturage mentioned in clausc 4, an~ the duration of the free ~ceue 
referrea to in clausc 5. No sueh heen..., can thererore be ",sued 
until, in each ca.,", the date required shall be furni.shed in the 
manner herein pointed out. 

By His Excellency'. command, 
}'ltED. P. BARLEE. 

Colonial Secretary. 

THR NORTH DISTRICT. 
COLO~IAL·SECl!.ET'\l!.Y·' OFFICE, 

PERTII, 20th July. 1864. 
It is hereby n?tified for general information that, with a ,~,,~ to 

cstablbh a prnctleablc o,"erland route hetween the ""ult'll ,li.tnets 
of this colony amI the newly diseo,"crt'{l lan<l$ on the north-west 
coast, the first per<On who mny dri"e stock from any port of \\" estcrn 
AU$tralia, not ,rithin its north di.tnet, to any oth,.,. part of the 
same, situate to the north of the tropic of Capricorn, will be entitlnd 
to n rcmi.~:o{ion of all Tcnt.'\ whieh m.ay a(·~ruc. in rt~pt:'c:t of nny landn 
he may toke up for 1"1.<to,..,,1 purpos<'S 1Il .<ueh dlStnct, u11der ~hc 
r{'g"l1ation~ of 23r'tl December, 1862, to nn extent not cxcec<ling 
100.000 ael'Cl!. 

1'\0 pe"""n to be cntitl,'ll to tht. 1'n,.il~. unless he nctunlly 
tlri\"l'S to the country indiratt'd at It.-ast 100 hcnd of ho~ or cattle, 
or 200 sheep, or a due proportion of each, prior to the ht AUb'11. .. t, 
1865. 

Any further information rt'(luircd will he nffor<l,'ll on application 
to the lIoll. the SUTV<'yor·(JclIcn,l. 

. By liis E~et'llcney'. command. 
. FilED. 1'. 1I.\RLF.E. 

Colonial Sccre!.'UJ. 
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The northern district.m WeBtern Australia. ~ed in the eo
going rcguIations, is " verY extensive one, including all that portiO1/. 
of the continent of Australia lying west of the 129th degree m 
east longtitude from Greenwich, and north of the 26th parallel of 

south latitude' the lI!ount Murchison mentioned in these regnla.-
tions bemg a rew miles south oC that pa.ra1lel. • 

While the country at the back oC Nicol Bay, which form.o " 
portion of the north district, is now being profitably stocked with 

sheep. at a distance of thirty miles from the _-coast, the belt m 
country which intervenes is so arid in soil and climate, that it must 

be a long time before any large commnnity can oocupy it. 
Under the pnralle18 of latitude, however, which lie intermediately 

betwccn that and those in which the north-west mOllllOOIl alternates 
steadily for half the year with the south-cast trade wind-that is, 
between the latitudes of 14 deg. and 20 deg. south-the climatic 

rclatiOIUl arc different, and an amount of moisture is precipitated at 
intervala throughout the yw, which renders the country of a 

very vruunble character for pa.!'tornl M well !Ill agricultuml. p1Jl1lOlM!'l

It u. so where the eountry i. of very ordinary fertility. Bnt in 
north-west AWltmlin. between the pa.ra1lcls nam~ not only is the 
country of a highly fertile geological character, but ita altitude 
impresses on it a fitue,," for pastoral uses which is only now becoming 
ackno .... ledged and appreciated, 

DESCUlPT[O~ OF CAlIDRN HARBOUR. 

On a highly wludble point, commercially speaking, on the coast 
of north·west AWltrnlin, a settlement is now being formed at 
Camden Harbour, which, Ill! time pro!,''1'C''''e., mn..t command the 
attontion of all intl'l'C1rted in the progress oC Australia. Cam<len 

Harbour adjoin" n very rich and well watered agricultural country 
of basnltic fonuation. It;. .itWltcd iD I'; dl'g. 30 mill. of ""uth 

latitude, and 124 deg. 30 min. oC c'!l1!t longtitude from Greenwich, 

which is the cxuct h"l.-ogr"J.pbical position of it" ",,('St entrance; and 

it is a """port unor<ling ma:,,,ufi""nt facilities for .hil'l'ing. 

\ 
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Captain Stokes, ",ho lint lI1ll'"feyed it in 1838, mentioos it in 
these terms, vul 1., pp. 206-7 :-

.. Camden Haroour is Ili.x miles deep, extending gradually from 
a "Width of one and three-quarter miles at the entrance, to five al; 
the heed, and has 11 depth of water varying from five to __ 
fathoms, .".;th .. sofi; muddy oottom. The fe", ohaervatiOIlll on the 
tides our short visit afforded make the time of high water on full 
ond change days aoout half-an-hour before noon, when the rise is 
nearly thirty feet, and the strength in the eutrnnce aoout two knots, 
"";th a depth varying from thirteen to six fathoms. 

The report of Dr. J runes )Iarlin, who was despatehed by the 
Government of 'Western Australia, in ){arch of this yeru- (1864.) 

and dated at Perth, Western Australia, 16th June, 1864, describes 
Camden Haroour in paragraphs thirty-one and thirty-two, as 
follows:-

.. Camdcn Haroour. area nearly twenty square miles, is 80 
thoroughly land-locked that a Rhip once at anchor nced fcar no 
wind. The COU,Ht liue within the harbour is everywhere indented 
"";th beautiful bays. There are several picturesque islands on 
ne~ly all of ~hic~ t~crc is fresh water, and every valley or the 
IWlmland has lts nppling brook of the purest ",ater nmning down 
to the beach. Ships entering from Camden Bay have hut two 
dangers to avoid: ono is the bank extending northwards from the 
Pinnacle Rock, the other is the rod.-y bar between Carcening 
Island and the Circular Reef. V"""els should enter ouly"With the 
:flood tide, and with a fu:ir wind. The rocks to the' south-west ot 
.New Island, to be seen at all times, may be pasoed in mid-channel' 
1mt on sighting the Pinnacle, which is close to the southern share' 
a course of about one-eighth of a mile distant from New !eland 
will command the deepest water, :running from thirteen to fourteen 
fathoms at the narrowest part of the entrnnce. '¥hen the Pinnaele 
bears 80,:th a COUl1!e east, 10 deg. north may be sailed for two and 
a-half mll.es, when the northern .entrance opens out into Camden 
Bay, bearmg north-west, all beanngs true. Thenee a course east. 
north-east of three miles mav be steered "";th Ili.x and seven fathoms 
of water, either towards Green Island or the Inner Harbour. 
Vessols of above 100 tons register may select any spot "";!hin these 
~ts, and.obtain safe anchorage. Vessels of 1""" than 100 tons 
regtBter, wlth a draught of aoout ten feet, after crossing the rocky 
bar north-east by north of Careening Island, may find a perfectly 
secure anchorage anywhere in mid-channel as far as the entrance 
to the Inner Harbour, with not less than three and four fathoms 
water; ill these soundings are at low tide. For beaching a vessel 
on a soft bottom. it w?uld be difficult to find a better spet than the 
sand patch on CarJ?lllllllg Island. The time of high water "";thin 
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and the stream was perce:i;'ed to continue and fonn a very beautiful 
fresh-water riwr about two or three hundred yards "";dc. As 
OUI means did not allow of our persc'lering any further. we gave 
up our examination. At se'~lltccn miles above St. GCOl"gC' !{ Basin, 
on the south nhorc, wC' found a cascade of fresh water falling in II 

cohsiderable quantity from the height of one hundred and forty 
reet: and thi, ill the rainy season must be n very large fall. for its 
breadth is ut least fifty yards, and at the timc.of our ,-isit it ,rns 
ncar the cnd of the dry season." 

Sir Gcorge Grey, who sur"eyed the country abutting on Camden 
Harbour, describes it as mainly consisting of trap soil of the most 
fertile charaetcr, similar to thc hest pastoral country in Victoria, 
and the best sugar district:'!; in :'.Iauritius. lIe, in his account of 

that ~ur'\'t'y, OH 27th Fchnmry. 18:H~, "01. i., pp. 161~2, thus 
writes:-

.. About two p,m .. 'wc rt'ached the extremity of the sand:-;tone 
rid~l" ana a mn/:-'11itict:nt "iew Imr~t upon us, From the summit 
of the hill on winch wc stood an almost prccipitous desccnt led 
into a f<'rtile plain below, ami from this rOIl' away to the southward 
for thirty to forty miles ,trdched a low. luxuriant country, broken 
by conical peaks :\1ul rotmdl,d hills, which were richly grassed to 
their vcry ~u11l1llit!«. The plain:; and hills were both thinly wooded, 
and t'ul'yirq..:- liut's of ... lwtiy tret's markeu out thc cour!-'c uf numerous 
Htrcams. Sinc-C' I hayc ~yi~ited this spot r have tl"J.yC'n;ed large 
portions of ~\.u:stralia, but have HeCl} 110 land, no .scenery equal 
to it." 

Again. yol. i., pp. 165-6:-" )farch 2nd, 1838. 'Ye started at 
dawli, crossing a :-'l'rics of lo,,{ ridges which mn out from a chain of 
hil1:-; to thl' c:tstwarrl of us, and increased in elevation as wc pro
cccde,l to the ,",uth. \\. e passed numerous 6trcam8, and the 
eountry I:enerally continueu of a "cry rich and fcrtile character. 
At last, Ji'om the top of onc of thesc ridgcs thcre bnn.i upen the 
view a noble rin'T, running through n beautiful country, and where 
wC' f'aw it, at l('a~t thrt'c or row' miles across, and studded with 
numcrvus verdant islalld!'i. I have since seen mnny Austrnlian 
rivers. but nOlle equal to this ill magnitudc or beauty. 

., The peak we had ",cencl"d afforded us u \'Cry beautiful view' 
to the north lay Prince Hq.,cut I,tin:'r, an~ the good ~ouutry w~ 
't'('re upon extendt.'d as fllr Us the mll'D; wIll ch commwuc.'ltcd ",-jth 
this h"Tl'at. n:l\·i~I}'lt· l'i~rt'ull1. To the south·cal-1tward r.lJl. the 
Glcndg lllVl'l" llll'<'lIalt'rmg through a~ \'crdaut awl ft.,rtilc a di ... trict 
as the . eye of man l'ver n'stl'U on-the luxuriance of tropical 
vcg:tatlOn was n~)w S(,:'11 to t!lC g:l'ak~t u(h-antagc. 'lne xmokc of 
~atlVc firps ro~c m vanous (lircctlOns from tltC ('ountry, which lay 
lIke It map at our foet; and w hell I recolll'ekd that all these 
natural ricitc!S of :-.oi1 nut! climate lay hl'tWl'L'll twu navigable riveN) 

I 
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0iI:m.iIrm B'arOOnr (al; full and ehange of the -.) I/R the ~ 
_t ol the pert, 101 al; ~t is, thirty m.inutes ~ tb.aa fa 
0iI:m.iIrm :&y. Spring rise oltiOO, ~ feet; neap, ~ feet." 

COUNTRY AlID CLllUH ~N !lID liEAiI THE com. 
Over such an extent ol snrfaee 811 the north district of Weatem 

Australia comprises, not only are the ooil a.nd climate semewhal; 

varied, but the notices of either from various sources are oomewhal; 
scattered. They all agree however in the healthy eharacter ol 

the climate and the adaptability or the region, for the ;nceeesful 
prosecution of pastoral a.nd agrieultnral pnrsnits. In a regular 
ehrono1ogieel £onn, putting aside the old Duteh diBeoverers, md 
Dumpier ... ho visited the coast, ooth ... It buccaneer and in c0m

mand of a vessel in the British nunl serviec, and the snceeed
ing :French surveys, Captain, afterwards Admiral Philip Parker 
King was the lint to make an accurate lIIl.l'Vcy of the eeest !or 
the British GOTernmcnt in the JUrmaiJ IUld lJatl ...... t during the 

yeru-s 1818 to 1820. Dcsc.n"hing his retorn from his furthest point 
at the foot of Cambri~ Gulf, he sar-

.. The river had now contracted to the "";dth of one hundred to 
one hundred and tifi;y ynrda, IUld trended by .. windins: ~urse to 
the oouth and 8Outh-ellllt. As there was noW no poa51"bility of our 
extending the examination 0; this riTer for any useful p~, '" 
stopped at high water IUld landed on the beach to e1llmlIle the 
country, whilst the people dined. We wt'l'e about three miles 
from the hue of .. moot remarkable qua~-.ha~ _ ol 
hills, rising abruptly from an extensive llut plain; the Sides eloped 
down "With a very steep ~csce~t to t~c base, an~ the ~p of the 
range was circumvented Wlth clillil, whIch, protruding at Illtervala, 
SO perfectly resembled the bastions Lnd ramparts of a fonnidable 
fortress, that it wanted only the display of a stanUart! to rend~ the 
illusion complete. It was named :\Iount Cockbnrn. ID compliment 
to Vice-Admiral Sir Gcorge Coekburn, G.C.B., one of the Lords 
CommissionCl'1'l of the Adalirnlty.-25tA 8el'UmOer, 1819." 

Of his furthest point on Prince Regent's RiTer, Captain King 
says:-

"The riTer trended up ior three or four miles further, ,..~ere it 
is entirely stopped by n rapid, formed of stones, beyond whlch ~e 
did not pe"",Ycrc in tracing it. The tide did not reach aboTe this, 
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and that its """ frontage-not exceeding tifi;y mllell o(~lIuPe-
tained three of the finest harboun in the world, III 'eIIC'lI., ~\ 

:'hlch the tide rose and fell ~-l!CTen a.nd a-half feet, I eouI~-\ 
not but feel we were in a land singularly ra:",,~ :by nature fa:. I 

settlement." ~,,- ~ !_.';- ". -; . ; > .. ": 
Describing the Glcnelg River, Sir Gcorge Gr~~J:/" 
"I therefore halted the party here for the niaht, IlIl;d at once 

proceeded down the river. It was qnite frooh, IUl runnmg at the 
rate of more than five \mots an hour; the bed was compesed of 
fine whito 1IIUld, and even cl""" to the 11lIlI'gin it :vas two and. e.-ha:ll' 
fathoms in depth. The trees ... hieh borden;d It ... ere .of ~ 
sixe' r think the largest I have ever seen m Australia, whilst It 
was'imJlO""ible to get down to the stream from the de.nsene!l8 oC 
the vegetation on its bnnks. Before we reso.ched the mam channel 
of the river wc had several smaller ones to c"",":- but 5'f very 
insignificn.nt depth. I stood Cor some time watching this dark. 
turbid strcanl .weeping rapidly along, and. could n~; but wonder 
where 80 great a body of water could hn\'~ It!! source . 

The follo.".;ng extracts from Dr. Jamcs Martin'. journal of 1863, 

and from his ropert of hi. cxploration of 1864, .".;u be read . .".;th 

intcrest :-
"Jul!l H.-Left our camp at the foot of ~Iount Lyell. and 

stcCrt'<i a course generally of S. 20 dog. c1lJIt until noon, 4; mil,:,,; 
the s.r.t milc was o,'cr ,.ery rough but well-grassed. country, Wlth 
the largest timber 'TO haye yc~ seen, and wnte~ everywhere; the 
last camp was our first c"pcnence of wuter Wlth~ut pahIlII, there 
replaccd by three species of ncn~ia. The second mil? was over lIIl 
excellcut grassed and well watered country; th~ third and fourth 
the samc, but with larger timber; the Ia.t half-mile:""", o"cr sandy 
IUld rocky country, "ery difficult to trawl oycr, haVing deep ereeb 
and water-hol ... , equally difficult to cro;"" When ~e struek ~ 
Glt'nelg it was at 11 fine ~""p. rL'!lch one-e~ghth o~ " milc broad, WIth 
little current in it; and Its .,d .. were fringed Wlth l?fty eueal~ 
and cajeput trees, "";th fine grass down to thc_water. edge.. y 
new flowering trees were ",,",'!Cd to-<lay, and kangaroo secn several 
timco P!lIlll8 evcrywhere aronnd UlI. In the Ilfteruoon, afu..,. twe 
ho~ purtieularly ,lifficult travelling ?oth for .. l'1'es 1Ul~ ho.1'8Cl!, ... e 
001" made one mile, amI camped ID a gully runnmg 1ll':0 the 
Glcuclg; wc IL"Cendl'l1 the hill out of \\'~i~h the gully runs; It was 
nl ... rly all stonCl', pilL'<i loo""ly, and "l,inife;,< here and there, 1;)Ut 
with a fair proportion of feed.. I w?" ",,"tom.hed to find n "cry Ii.ne 
aouoia growing among the pIle of st?ncs. on the .to.l' of the :un' 
sufficiently lan.o to euable \I., both to clllub It, and slttmg among ~he 
brunches, to u~ke Ix'llrillg>!. Herc are rapids in the Glenelg, WhICh 
in the nliny ... ,,"'IOn must afford n magnifiet'nt ~ds,cal'e, ~ the fall 
in the rocky 1x'l1 is 1I0t le,," thull lifty f,_'Ct. }'Lllh III the nwr, and 
the water extremely good. 
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"J..zs,15.-:-En route, steering " general course ofoouth20 d t. 
After travelling an eighth of .. mile we entered what we eg'-ell 
call 'the happy valley;' this was a valley ru:nning to :.;a~:th 
~th_~f nrt breadth (say an eighth of 11 mile in the widest,) 
"'" "" W1 11 "!err carpet of green grasses. The first ines we 
had ~,~ere frin~ our traek and formed, with the old r~ sand
stone "'IWI> boun""-- the valley on'th 'd . of ei hts and """'!S. . Cl er III e, pIcturesque clumps 

g -tens, lntsrmingled With palms, acacia, cucah"nti and 
melaleuca, of ".,..,At variety and beaut,· A d I" I ne' I 0" - , • C ICIOILS Y cool and 
c ear ~ of ,:",te1' flowe? e,erywhere copiolLSly along the ,-alley. 
We d!-"turbed birds of TImed hue, but mostly of brilliant coloura • 
o~e kind ,of psrrot struck me a.<! peculiarly beautiful-the head and 
tail of bnght green. the wings of a sil,'ery grey hue; pigeons were 
numerous ~ut sm"!l; at the uppcr cnd of the ,aUey two statel 
.;nens, at ~e,:"nt mtcrrals, ga,e us first an inqlUrin and ,y 
Clous .=11on, and then in tum affordec! u.s nn 0 g ~Pl
o~~ their powers of retreating, 'The ha) ,p~rtun.'ty of 
lIlll1Ilted "': a happier circular plain of about haJi .. ~!'JuI~ a:l? ,ter
CO!cred Wlth the most lu"uriant gm",. not le .. th amctef' 
~;'!ght, takn? dsPCrfectly le,e1; this plain wus boun~~l t~~c~l1;~t l~ 
w.ueren m and a wall, broken here and th f }' r 0 
stone behind the trees' the fi t b k' ere, 0, 0 d red "''Uld .. 
F th

' ' rs an Stas wc met WIth ' 'h 
rom e plam we ran up a creek bounded b' k gt e" e;e. 

source in the di"idin ~ > roe y ",dIg to Its 
coloured sandy detritJ, ~o~;dt~';",~01~~';"tlb6 over n ehoeol.te
over, well watered and _00"" and b d Y W1lf t, easy to traTel 
_,,_ is'~U, a un anee ° fine limbe 0 
WLC;!:rnoon course was oyer cxccC'dino-ly diffi ult T. ur 
quarters of a mile then branehin " e country' for three-
paraUel to that of the momin". ~'e ";,~s7ard iO a gully running 
similar country until wc arrived' t n mue Our C'ourt"c oyer a 
for the night. Just ber. k'"' a large fiat, where we camped 

ore mu mg camp wc saw .- I' 
proofs of the recent presence of some TC la CX""orc mary 
from the tracks fi~e toed h b' ry rgc, and I should sav 

, 1 ~ er lYOrOUS animal- durin .. 
sa,.. a Inrge stone-coloured snake bla k k' g the day we kangaroo. ' e.QC aloos, and numerous 

" The extent of the known rt' f h a, from the meridian of 125t dpo IOn 0 t e G1enc~ district, that 
parallel of 161 dog, ROuth to the r;~i~~t, tOf ~c .~a cr

gt
, and ~rom the 

ouly 2925 square mile.' of which ; 0 d~~ cn. Iarbour, mclud". 
stony ridgc~~ an cxccssi;c a~ount and ~~' \."\,l?ctmg Ont:~third for 
Georgc 'Water, &e" 1,000,000 a~r"" ar e.~ mlets, Doubtful B,ay, 
of shccp. Of these million acres be C SUited to the depastunng 
to the cultivation of ric d ",n 'Jut 1O~,000 acres arc aCU11,tcd 

, ,e an SlDll ar ,"",>n' 250 000 
especIally favourable to the growth f ,"'-" , acres arc 
even cereals, at high altitudes and 0 t"pleeS"Illlgar, tea, and coffee; 
might be grown, ut any rate in s~ :f'rtam. Rc~~ns of the )"t'ur, 
requirements of a M,toral 'd ."lelnt quantltlCs to meet the 

'nll "- an a:-.'TlCu tuml jlopul't' It· , 
Cflscntl y n wool~gTowing countrv' it would b. l'ffi, "lIon. .1.8 -,; , C \ 1 eu t. to eOllCl'lVC 

14 

the e"ception of the sen .. const range of sand· hills and three little 
hUll:moeks near Cape Villaret, no "pot traversed C8.'!tward f th 
depot e"eeeds fifty feet in altitude Of thet'" 2 112 000 0 e 

rf tI
' 1, 1 11 . = , , acres, 

pc cc) eye. wc -grn&-~d, and almost treeless plains occu 
80,000 OCl'e8, the one·half of which lie round the south a d P; 
shores of Itocbuck Bay. and the remainder inland from orncD.s~S:f 
Lagran~c ;)ay, The~ plains p08S~SS chiefly an aliuvial soil, capable 
of gro" Ul,., many trop1ca1 produetlOns; they are frin~ed with belts 
~f moderately hug? c:.~q~uti tree:.;. In the nati\'c w;lh;, which arc 
oun~l 011 th('~(' pl'll:lS at mtcryals of not morc than a mile, water is 

ob.t.·unu?lc 'nt~m. slxteen or elghtcC'll feet, whil~t within the belt of 
eaJeputt tt;~es It " [o,-,nd plentifully within four or fiye feet of tbe 
sud;'ee. l11c res: of tile ('ountry consists of b'Tllssy plains with 
g.~r:ubs ;.md :-<mall tImber.,not g-rowil1g so thickly a..;: to impcde'ra id 
ndmg. exeopt where tlllCke(, oc'eur, These thickets are rather 
~lffiC\llt t~ tra;"prs(', on U('COllllt of the mass f.lf dead wood the 
• 1ccumulatlOll of yt'ar~, not lx'('anse of t1lc density of the YCII'ctution· 
Oltl~ ~~,lU11t thoroughly, <1...:: t~liekct~ they would disappe~r. Th~ 
gra. S IS fine. ~wec~, and plcntlful; our route crossed no sand-plains 
?T !mITer.'- plam~; 1Il ~ray the g-ra~s an~r;lf'1't'S onc foot in heiO'ht d 
Itlsqt '1""0 ",an th '. Ul c gr(~C'n,. .a. (l~tmgulShll1~ feature between the grass of 

c G~cn,Plg (hstnct and that found here must be mentioned as 
upon .'! 1:; hased the comparatively loW' estimate of shcC'p-gra;'ing 
Capal!lht~·. 1'11(' g-ra .... s h"Tn*"s in ~ tr~rtR. (Thi:.: i~ al~o tht' ("·u,~ in 
~rtalll ~llghly valued pal'tl'i of' the alreauy .... l·ttk·d districts of 'V~~t' 

ust::ahn,) F~r. this retlson,'as it is ~s well to uuuer·('Htimate ~h: 
carry 1I1g', ('apalllhty of a n{'~dy (lis('on .. 'rcd country, a dCU11ction f 
oneAJca?fltf' S\1ppo, .. ('(l (,:l.l'ry"1l1g power i:-; now made. although it ~8 
more than probable that the experience of the future settle 'U 
declarc the amouut to be Crrt"l.th: lllld"r nlt",1 'I'h' . d

r 
Wlh k ""'; '-~.'-. lsprcnusctc 

nown p~lrS ','f, the R?chu"k llay distri"t, within the limits alr~ady 
m
f
entlOllC,f " m.l) he "aiely asserted to be capable of carryiuO' upwards 

o onc fUllhon sh('C'p, e 

Of the ('lilllatc 011 the coa ... t, Sir Gcorgc G t 248 .. ~:- !'C'y s utes, "01. i" pp. 

o "I eon~oi\'? the climate of Xorth·"·cstOl11 Aust"Jill to be one 
f the finest 1Il the worl(.!. nn,<1 my reasons for thus thinkin T are 

gronnde-cl tlpt!H ~hc fullowmg (,lreulHstanCt'S, I wns resiuent nwrc 
from the hq.pnnmg ortlle month of Dcccmbcr 1837 to th~ 'ddl 
of the month of '\I,ril 1838 '1'" , e ml e 1 I' " , a 1ll'rlO( 01 four months 'md a .. h'llf 
an( (unng the whole of thi!i time the men under m,: co " 
~('n: ('X\'O"'(! to h'T~·"t hnnlships all(l pri""tioll,s, On o,;e o:~::~ 
I ree. of u:{ slept 111 the open air without nny COYcriuO' ' .. 
~oot~~m~ f7r fin~ StHr"I'("S:..iyl.' nig-ht:", dllrin~ three of which o,:·;i~ 
fr 

n~ atln ~ lowcr!'\ 0 lca,,), rain, amI yet did not in an)" wu'\" su""r 
om mt ('xposurt'. • .;' uc 

"The opinion of Capt-li " .. kl It X ship Beagl . . 'rfi": I .' ,n le lam, .• , .• commanding II.~L 
c, IS pc ~ct) m accordance wlth my own. lIe was 
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a more luxuriantly grassed and watered territory. At the very 
lowest estimate it would carry .. sheep to an acre, but in some picked 
spots there would be no risk in quadrupling that number of stock per 
acre, especially if sheep fanlling were here practised with such 
intelligence a.<! may be found in the tropicul and subtropicul districts 
of the eastern colonies of :Australia. 

.. The country explored to the C8.'!tward of Rocbuek Bay, between 
the 17th and 18th dog. of south latitude, and along the sea .. coast 
from the head of Rocbuck Bay to Capc Latouehe Treville, nlthough only 
150 miles to the southward oftho Olenelg di.trict, otfors a renlarkablo 
contrast in point of elinlntie phenomena. The mean temperature in 
the shade is here only six and a·half degrees lower than in the G1enelg 
district, and the solar radintion fifty milcs C8.'!twnrd of the sen·eoast, 
ulthough generally five degrees lower, is occasionally a rew degrees 
higher,-yet, notwithatand.ing, the amount of humie!ity in ;"the 
atmo.phore is here, very grentfy decreased. In ~fny, the weather is 
found to resemble that of the Glenelg district in July, Clear 
cloudless days and nights prevailed. and ouly such winds, n few 
milCH inln.nd~ fiR RCrvC to keep the air in a 'perceptible motion; so 
that the days, although the tlH'rm.otlwtt.'rK rnul hi~h. nn' Hot HO 
warm but that a man can walk twenty or thirty lnileS without 
incouycniencc from the heat; on onc occasion. indccd~ our explori-:lg 
party walked forty .. fiye miles, of course between the hours of 6 a,m. 
and 9 p,m, Tbe dry'nes" of the atmosphere is like that of (hc 
Champion Bay district in the montb of October or earl, ill 
Noyembcr, when a man can work eight or ten hours a. d.a.y ill the 
open {nir ",;,thout suffering on account ot heat. ){ny RN,'lllS to 00 
an early spring month; the trces arc just coming into flower, and the 
grass is oyery'Whore J?:Teen; the nati yes take considerable trouble to 
burn their hunting b'1.'OWld.~, to cntiN' the g:unc ·with young f('('cl; 
but 'lO speedily (loes tbe grass grow ngain, that in a fl'w days the 
bumt place is once more green, before the ash pf the fomle; ~rass 
ha.<! been ,li.plaeed by wind or showers. For nearly a week l~fore 
the party lllnded, showers were occasionallY scen to fall oyer ,'urious 
parts of the country; but during the pcri~cl of tbe land-exploration 
no rain fell. There wu:t more or lc~ dC'w every night, but un hou.r 
after "mrige it had nU clisnppcarec1. Thc menn ntmospherie 
pressure bctwem the Ist and 2:Jrd of ~!ny was 30'139 iu,'h1'8, and 
mea.n tcmpcrntw'c in the shade 81'1 urg., the mc-uu C'xtrcmes of the 
latter being 69'0 deg, ane! 85'7 dl'g. 

"The extent of explored country' within the limits referred to, us 
far eastward only as the meridian of l:W dl'gTet'l'I, iH{.'hHk~ all ar(,a. 
of 3300 square milcs; but from wlUlt has been to'(.~('n at the most 
,listant stations from our clt'pot, there is ewry reason to believe 
that the same..' kilHl of {'ounh'Y ('XU-lt(.l~ ('a~tward at ll'a:--t Ai" far as 
the Fitzruy }tin'l" in lOHj!;itutlc l:.!:3k (lq~rl't'K t'l\Hl; UHtl I'oulhward 
'Wc know not to wha.t (.'Xt<.'l1t. The klHnnl portion. howt'ycr. C'Oll
'Laius '2,11 ~,OOO aen's of pl'rfl'ctly len·l Coulltry.-!'-o l{'\'d that, with 

15 , . ./,/;'" ) I 
.~I.(:.·l~ -, _.;.-" ~~.; 

upon the coast the same time that we were, and inalettcr~tIi-.ri.t.o;S,~ ;; 
thu., :_' Our cruise has been nltogethcr a fortunate onc;-j;j~
h~ve been enabled to examine the whole coast from Cape Villaret 
te this place (Port George the Fourth) without any accident; and 
the climate is so good that we have had no sick.' 

" A short statement of the weather and range of the thermometer, 
during parts of December, January, and Febx:u"'Y' is annexed. 
Although at times the heat reaehe'll 136 deg. m the sun, yet by 
avoiding Ul1l1ece.,;ary exposure to it in the heat of the day, no 
inconvenience wus suffered. 

"The menn temperature in the shade at Camden Harbour, at six 
different periods of the day, W8.'! a.<! foUows:-

1837, December 26th to 31st-82! to 91: dog. 
1838, January 1st to 19th-i8t to 85'1- deg. 

" February 19th to 26th-i7 to 94 deg . 
" The number of dsys on which min fell at Camden Harbour :-
1837, December, the lust six day •. 
1838, January. 19 days; the greatest quantity between 15th and 

30tb, with stonus of thunder and lightaing. 
1838, :Fehruary i, 19 ,lny.; the greatest quantity in commence

ment of the month; for .c,'cral nights. in middle of }'ebruary, 
thunder, Iightuing, and strong ~ts without min. 

1838, 'March 12, 19 days; the greate.t quantity between 17th 
and 23n1. 

1838, to April 12, 2 ds)' ..... 

Mr, J, S. Wilwn, the geologist to the e"pcdition, condncted by 
:/lIr. A. C. Grcgcry, now SUl"I'cyor-Gencral of Qn~d, and 
which for eleven months wa.' camped on the Lcnrl'l' Victoria 
Rh'er, writes thus in the" Geographicul Society's Journn1" for 

1858:-
"The plain-like valley of the River Xorton Sha .... , which is 

bounded on the OIlC "hk hy the Sea Range, nnd on the other side 
by the Newcastle Tuble Range, extend.. >outh .. wc:!t into open plains 
which probably arc eontimlOu., to tho",' 1'lailll! seen by Captain 
Kin!,; extending south from the hend of Cmnbriclgc Gull. The soU 
on these plnil., is a rich cluy, frequently vcry dccp, and ill derived 
from the decomposition of the .hale rock after being left bare by 
the removal of the ... udstone. Limestone frequently protrudes, 
and in such loealities the >oil i, more calcareous. To the .... est
wanl of the ~!urehi""n 11.allg" n b'Tll"-'v plain ext<:nded b;yond the 
reach of my teleseopc, from the highc .. t part of the );cwc""tlc 
Table ltangt'." 

J, It. Elsey, F.R.G.S., surgeon to the Xorth AWltrnlinn expedi
tion of 1857, which ",a. camped for elevcn months on the Victoria 
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River, in south latitude 15 deg. 34 min., east lougitude 130 deg. 
22 min., thus writes:-

"The climate of north-west Australia is much more regular than 
that of the districts hitherte settled in the extra-trapical part of 
the continent. It i. rcmnrlmblc for the abacncc of thut humidlty 
which is SO prominent 11 feature of, intertropical climates. The 
scarcity of insect life was also remarkable: As far as our obser
vations extended there seem te be three seasons in north-west 
Australia, Yiz .• the wet st'ason, commencing about DecembC'r and 
l.astiug to February; the Hpring or <:001 .!tCU.,,"iOIl, from ~Mnrc1t to 
July; and the dry or hot season, from August te November. The 
rains commenced towards the end of X ovember, and by the end of 
December had fairly set in. OIl the 18th the freshet had raised 
the Ri "er Yictori" some four or fh'e feet. }'rom the 20th to the 
end of December the rain was incessant, and on the 7th Jinuary 
the nn'r was eleyen fl'et aboye thr aYC'T"J,O'C level. There were 
howeycr, indications of its being a velT dr}' season. By the end 
of January the rain had almost l'ntirely ceased, and at the end of 
February the air had rl'~aillCd its usual dJ'yutss. From ~!arch to 
July there was n ('on~tallt Hu('c('!'>1'ion of lwuutiful weather. The 
noo"n~lny heat l<'ddom ex.cN'dcd .~l5 deg'" and Was tempered by a. 
dehclOllS .outh-ca~t breeze, wluch blew uninterruptc>dly for fivo 
weeks, amI WIth !'hght mtt.'rnl.lx for fonr months. 11lC daYB were 
bright and cloudk:..:-t; the nights ell'ar and cold; the thermometer 
g ... eneral,ly below ,50 dl'g", at l'uunsC', :-:omctimcs below 40 dcg. 
}i rom September to end of Xoyt'mbl'r the gau"'c of the thcnnomctcr 
Was high, l'spt'ciully the minimum. whieh ,~as seldom helow 80 
dpg. :11H' ('limat(' of th(, tahle-lan<1 iu tlH~ intrr10r was much 
cooler, a <lifH.'fellce ,of two and a·llalf months haying been obKCfved 
by :'.fr. Augu,tus (,rego:), to. take plnce betwixt the flowering of 
thc samo plrlIltH on the , lcton,~ awl the dc\"ated intt.-rior." 

This account of the 80il a!HI climate on and within n short 
dlstanee of the coast of north-west Australia may be aptly bronght 
to n clo:-;c by the following ('xtrnct from Dr. Jamcs :Mnrtin's 
exploration of the neighbourhood of Camden Harbour in 1863 ;_ 

"Ju~¥ 20.-'1'h(' period. ?f :"unri.",? here is n daily fen~t; n cloud-
1('!'t8 xky, Hot a Z('ph)T stlrrmg' WIth snffi('i('nt f(~rcc to moyC the 
smalle:-;t h.'~Hct, and a tempt:rature p~'rf(·t't1y enjoyable, C'Ycn clad in 
OUr trn\"cllmg ~nnn{'nts, whIch Urc f'llllply ont URttnl underclothiuO' 
boot.,. tr(jH~('rs. <lnd outer Crimc:m :--hirt, a xilk ncck("rehief whi;h 
SCrvc,1;j as a ('~p at night, ~ light (:loth enp. with cn1ico (,o~'l'r, cut 
after the IndIan mode, With a well projt't'ting p0nk to protect the 
eyes from the Jl()on~(lay glare, and t: veil about tt'll inches 1->quarc 
rolled round th~ eap. except when fill'S ancl mosquitoex arc troublc~ 
some'; th('~(·, ~\'lth :-.tout l{'ather ~.d0\'('''' on1;- worn fin Htate o{'(,i\:.ion~. 
~uch as breakmg it roa~l thron;:h prickly bm-lt-rose vine, acacias, or 
palmR, complete our tOIlet of <..'\'('ry day and Sund.1y." 
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."The sandst.one by its decomposition usually forms 11 poor sandy 
soil, b~t oceaslOnally fine grassy plains. The limestones, whieh 
~eup) n large extent of the "alleys, are generallv covered by a 
Ii&ht loamy soil producing abundance of gnts... But the riches~ 
SOlI results from the trap rocks, which ore so largely developed. 

"That th~ eonntry is suited for stock is ohm"'" by the excellent' 
condltIon of our horses an~ sheep, ,vhich. recovered rnpitUy from a 
state of extreme exhaustlOn consequent on the protracted sea 
YO)"ftgc, wlnlc tlH'rp 1" T(':l!'Oll to helieve that large trnct.M of good 
eo~"try ext~l:d to tll? sonth-west I1S far .as the Fitzroy (illcludlng 
ge\en degrees of lonf(,tude and four of latItude,) beyond which the 
desert appears to come down to the coast." 

This conjecture of ~Ir. Greg'ory has :::0 far h<...cn proyed in the 

preseut year (186·1) by the result of tIll' exploration into the interior 

from Rocuuck Bay. The following- extracts frorn )f1". Gr(,!ron~'s 
juurnal gin~ in dl,tail what IH .. ' shortly l'XPTl'~~l':oi in ltis n.'port~-· 

.. February n"d. 18.56.-At 11.:jO a.m. camped at a fine pool of 
w~tc~ 111 a !-5mall ('r('~'k from the i:Oouth, close to its junction with the 
prUl('lpal creek, ",lw·It I. nuw Halul'tl Sturt Creek, after Captain 
Stw·t, whos?, r(':.;carch('~ 11: Au:;tralia arc too well known. to need 
eOmnW!lt. I he gr:l!"!"y plall~:S extcnded from three tu tC'u miles on 
(;'~~eh !'ldc of the crc~'k. which h~lS a more definite channel than 
luglH:l' up. there l)clIlg poub of ~Hffit.:ient ~ize to retaiu water 
throughout the year, 

" February 23rd.-H",umod our journey down the crook, the 
~l1('ml cO,nl'sl' fi~st l'onth·w{""t aJHl then ~outh-l'4outh.w(·:-<t. The 
~1.11IJ' an' of h.'!"l' h<"'lght .. and th<' whole ('Otmtry if; so level thnt little 
1!'i to Ill' 1'('('1\ JH~t till' dl.-.talll horizuTI )'>earec1y rising above the Y!LlSt 
('XI"l1l!{(' of wanng- g'ra~"" 

"j:1-1,ruar!/, -:: {"':-At 11.,jO a.lll .. ('Hc:llnp('(l at what npp<,urcd 
to l?<-' the t~rTlllIlatlOlI of the 1'001:-; of water, :1."4 the C'hanHl'l \\-'11.."" 

agam lost III a h'\Tl fiat. GI'C'at numhers of du('k~. cockatoo~ 
(:ram'''. a~1(1 ''I"OWl' fn'(pH'utl'fl tltt: hallk" of t1l<..' (!rt.'t.'k almvl' th~ 
camp .. 10 the. north-\\'('st and W(·~t tll<' grn~~y plain extended to 
the !lOrtr.on, With ~carcdy a break to interrupt the eYen surface of 
wanug- gras, ... " 
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THE CLIMATE AND COUNTRY IN THE iNTERWR. 
"DENlSON PLAINSo" 

Dr. F. Mueller, of the Botanical Garde1lll. Melbou.me. the 
aoeomplillhed botanist of :Mr. A. C_ Gregory's exploring expeditiOfl 
to the Victoria River in' 1855-6, thus writes in the" Tl'!Ill8aCt.iOllll or 
the Philosophical Society of Victoria," vo1. ii, p. 160:-

" Mr. Gregorycontinued his sUM'ey in November and December, 
1855, along the npper pert of the Vic~;ia River. a?~ over :he 
adjacent country, the climate and the f'erti1}ty of the soilunprovmg 
with our advance inland. Indeed, a luxunant pastoral country was 
discovered, the sandstone land having b a great extent reeeded 
before ridges and plains of basaltic origin. 'The tropical rain. 
season set in under thunder-showers in November, advanced. to 
rcgulnr daily rains in December, but ended in January. Thtlll,. at 
the season desirable for inland travel, Mr. Gre!!mY advanced With 
the whole of his horses to the nne grass land of the upper Victoria. 
Ri vcr forming on one of its tributaries a dep6t in about latitude 
17 d~g. south, from whence .. l!ghtly equipped party?f four, .in 
which I had the honour to be Inclnded, traced the nver to lts 
sources in 18 <leg. 12 nUn. south latitude, and 130 deg. 39 min. 
east longitude. }'rom hence, ou .. ""esterly course, Mr. Gregory 
reached, not without difficulty, an inland water-coune (afterwards 
named Sturt Creek,) formed by the drainsge of a wide, and for the 
greater part, fertile valley of the sandstone table-land, the valley 
sloping almost impereeptihly t~ the interior. 'y c terminated ~ 
journey townrds central A""tralla On Slurt Creek III 20 deg. 20 mm.. 
south latitude, and 127 deg. 35 min_ east longitude, at an elevation 
of about 900 feet above sea-level." 

The following extracts from Mr. A. C. Gregory's own report to 

the Government of New South Wales, of the result of his inland 

explorations in North-West AUJltra1ilI, may fitly close this neces
sarily short notice. 

In his condensed report he says, paragraph Het se'luitur:-"For 
the first huudred miles the COWltry on the right bank of Sturt Creek 
consisted of ,"lISt le"el plain. of rich soil covered with beautiful 
gras.. Tnese I called Denison Plains. 

"The upper hed of sandstone is about 300 feet thick, and rests on 
soft white, green,und red shales, which arc superinenmhcnton ... coarse 
chcrty limc:stonc nndjtl~pt.'r. Large tnlets of thc~ two upper 8t~ta. 
haye been removed, and left lurf(e vuHey" and plnlllS, through WhICh 
the riveN rUll. South oflatitude 16 deg.30 min., trap or basalt has 
bel'll poured out into th,'se v"Hep, and furrucd plain., or table-topped 
hill., sometimes isolated, but more commonly groupt,>d together. 
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, .ADVANT.AG~:S OF GEOGRAPHICAL p~@~:~:~.£-:.. , _. ;) 
The advantages of the geographical position of North~~ 

tmlin arc not ellSily estilllllted without considerable experience. Bnt 
in the rapidly-au""nlCnting. progress of the Australian Continent in 
wcalth nnd population, no great foreea..t is required to show that a. 
climate and country such IlS North West AUJltralia pos.",,,,,es must 
SOOn attract nlarge population along tbe sea-coIISt; -.:hile the efforts 

of stock-holders from the older settlements to secure sueh .. pastorul 

country on such terms, supplementing that population by driving 

stock o\'erland, will eaUSC n rapidlty of growth which many would 
now re!mrd !U! Utepinn. A monthly mail .team eommuuieation 
in the °hands of' the Duteh Government i. only about 280 

geographical miles dilitunt ut CO('paJlg' in Tim.or: and the large 

commercial city of Sourabnyn ill Jam is only 840 miles distant. 
There everything which ministc"" to the comfort nnd en.o;;c or an 

old and adml1el~1 ei"ili"ation ean be had on the most moderate 
ternL'. Coloured labour of n good elllSS can be procured, 
if desired, at n yery cheap rate from Cnleutta, Sin","Upore, pr 

China, to all of which the north-west COIlSt is nenrer than 

any other part of Australia; and when pastoral ACttlt'lllent, 
which is of eoUMill the shL'Ct-anchor of Austrulian progre""~ haA 
produced n lUlIrketahle e:.:port in wool and tallow, the north-west 
coa."t conunand.s n. lihorter and cheaper tra.nsit to nnd from Europe 

than any other part of the Au.<tntliun continent. At nny period. of 
the yt'nr, either in approaching or leuving the ('oast, the north·wcst 

monsoon or the .outh-eust traJe are i,'u<iing winds; nn(i the passage 
to or from the Cape of Goml Hope. ancI hy it to Huropt\ ca~y" 

certain a11<1 short. X or will it be many y<'!ll'8 before the tele
graphic wir(' ('ro!'O~C$. tll" AU."Itrulinn contin(.~nt from th~~ southern 

lICttlenwnt< to Can1(len Harbour, and l<O on to Timor. Jam, India 

and llritain. 
The \'an of :;orth-'Vl·~t .\u ... tlillian (,,(lIonisation (,01n'('~;nA' the

memht· .. s of the {'amdcn Harbour Pa~tonll ~\~sO('iation h,a~ j u",t left 

YictOli.t. and in a fl'w dny:oo will ht· lalHlin~ on tho~ ~horcs. The 
Dt.'ui!"oll Plains Pastoral (,()tnpany. of' which the plan i~ dct.lli1cd 
in tlu' pro~pf'dns awl aritlmn.,tical calculations bl'1o\\"·. i~ now 
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organising to follow in their steps; and these will only be the 
preeursors of =y more such enterprises until the whole first-claaa 
pastoral area of North-West Australia is filled up. 

PROSPECTUS 

OF THE 

'!ytnisD'lt ;flIitins :IDustornI \1i:ompan)1, Jimitt'lt, 
To Ix. /!Jr1n,(.d under' H TILt Compantu' Statute, 1864/' 

CAPITAL £~O,OOO, IN 500 SHARES OF £100 EACH. 

DEPOSIT OS APPLICATION FOR SlU.Rxs, £5 PG SHAD. 

~rrrs Com~any will occupy, under the very liberal Land 
hons of "estern Austrulia a port' f th Regula-

, lon 0 e first-claaa p toral 
country extending between Stun C k d h as 
!le' ~ d ree an t c settlement now 

mg Onne at Camden Harbour, in North-West Australia 
The country is de'cribed by its <lis • . 

G eo,erer, Mr. AUGUSTUS 
RE.GORY, Su.r;eyor-Generul of Queensland, in his Tt 

Government of New South Wales in 1856 r. II repo to the 
34 "F th fi h ,as 0 ows :-Paragraph 

, or e ~t undrcd miles the eountry on the right bank of 
Stun Creek conSlStcd ohast level plain f . h . 
!leautiful grass Th I all S 0 ne SOlI, covered with 

. <'Se e ed DENISON PUINS " 
The holder or holders of two Shares in the DEN ISO _ .. 

PASTORAI, CO>!PANY will !le entitled t free - N PUll ... 
ton of goods by a fir.t-cla.'. shi ° one pM,age, with one 
four years' rations there and to p ;0 th: company'. settlement, to 
th d 1 a ease lor twelve "enrs of tw ty 

OUBan neres of land, with tW"nty head of cows ~r fort-.. h edn f 
ewes to stock the s ' • 'J cn 0 

amc, AT Xo UE:'IiT FOR TUE FIRS F 
five l101.tnd'i per annum f. tl T OUR YEARS, 

r ann or le second four years, and ten unds 
pe urn for the last four years' includin" . . po 
chase over any port' f" I 1 t'J n prIOr nght of pur-

• lOn 0 '"e and IClli<Cd aboYe r. 
fixed price of tell .hiIJin~s er acr 1 '. ~ orty acrcs, at the 
occupation of the land, 0 pc, urmo the fir.t fiye year. of the 
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STATEMENT OF CAPITAL, EXPENDITURE, AND RETURNS IN 
STOCK A1'"D WOOL. 

Capit.,I, 5UO Shares of £ 1 00 each £50,000 0 0 Clip of 23,900 Sheep at 1st June:i866, j,~r sto~k 
::;tuWlllcnt at as. each uet 

E XPENDITURB TO 1ST .TUXE, 1866-

15,OUO four-tooth Ew,', in Iamb, 
~ch1{1ll1g cost, frl'i~ht, fit-
~1l1g:;;. and keep on bo-ard ship 

~oo 
for 40 dHy~. at 30~. each .. . £22,.500 0 0 
Hlllll" at £;1 ('ach .. DOn 0 0 200 :JL:u·l'~. Ht £1.'5 pach '3,000 0 0 

:2 EHtirl'~. at .£:300 l',l('h 600 0 0 
Fn·ight. fittillg'S. .uHl kl'l'P 011 

board for :!O:! hol't-'cs, for -10 
day~ .. 2,8·10 0 0 

Tool:" ·tlrays. arm:'. impl(>ment~', 
ammunition awl "'t'l'd~ .. 2,£;60 0 0 

Ration~ for :2,jl,) lfi(.'ll. one year per 
l"c.tlc. at 1.20 t'aeh ;;.000 0 0 

EXPl'llSCS of' Inallag('men~ ~nc ,~e~l~ 1,250 0 0 
Incidental [lnd tlllfore.-sccn" ex. 

pculies, fir~t ycnr 2,000 0 0 Small ,teumer pu;'ehase,i . 3.000 0 0 

Itc::-t'ITl' Ht 1st .Junt', 18GG 
Clip of ;H. i 1 ~ ,heel', at bt.J une: i 86 i, 'I;cr sto~k 

statl.!l1lent at ;31'. each, net 

EXl'EXDl"rUtn; l'lto~[ 1ST .TexE, 1860, 
TO 1sT .J t:x£, 186i-

EXl)cn:->es()f111nn:tg'cmt'11t. one '"Cal' 
On.c yt·ur'l'l l'lttiOllS iot' !!<50 mcil, ut 

£20 each 

Cany forward 

1,,',00 0 0 

.;,000 0 0 

3,585 0 0 

£53,585 0 0 

£43,6.50 0 0 

£D,D3J 0 0 

4.iJ6 10 0 

£B,6DI 16 0 • 

£6 • .500 0 0 ------
tH,10l In 0 

(i.~2i 0 

£14,419 4 0 

I 
I 
J 
;.'; 

~ 
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The company's cnterprlloe will be under one ~ ~ 
ment for four years from the date of the first lmding of the com
pany's expedition, at the end of which time the company's ~ 
and live stook will be distn'buted by lot among the shareholders, 
the other auets ot the company be divided among them pro f'f!IIU, 
and the company iteell' be dissolved, 

The company's expedition willl!lill from Hobeon'. Bay .. bout 1st 
March, 1865, and will convey the first lot of stook to be t.ahm, con
Bi..ting of 15,000 ewC!!, 200 mares, and the nee..-ry male stock. 
The dividend from these alono (reckoning the inOl'll1llle of Jambe at 
seventy per cent. per annum, and allowing six per cent. for deathJiJ 
among the sheep, and eighty per cent. per annlllll net increase for 
the horsea,) will amount, r.f each leasehold of 20,000 acres, to 

upwards of 200 sheep and 4 horsetl at the end of £our years; 
besides which there will be the clip during that period of 150,000 
sheep, amounting, at 38. net per ilceee, to £22,500. 

A full description of the company's enterprise, and the lULtu:re of 

the country and climate, with IllllP, will be forwarded by post, if 
application is mnde by letter, addressed to the Agent of the Com
pany, !Ill under, enclooing six fourpenny postage stamps, on and 
after 15th December. 

Blank letters of application for .hares may be obtained from, and 
all such applications must be addressed, accompanied by a. post 

office order or bank draft, remitting a deposit of £5 per share to 

WILLI£\l RARYEY, 
Agent/or tM Den;"'" PIa; ... Pl1Jllqral C""'1'<JRII. (Limikd,) 

At the offic ... o±'the Company, 69 Bourke-street west, !tielbourne. 

SCALF. OF WEEKLY RATIONS PRn STATUTI': ADULT. 
10 lbs. Flour. 
t " Tea. 
t " Colfce. 
3 " Sugar. 

t lbs. Treacle. 
t " RnisiDII. 
t " Cnndles. 

10 " Prcserved ~reats. 
t " Pickles. 

1 "Soap. • 
Salt, Vinegar, Spices, Drugs, 

and Mateh .... 

23 

Bronght forward .. ., £~~ 
EXPENDITURE FRO>! 1ST Jun:, 1867, /".~,\~.~ T. ?';"';:;.~ 

TO 1ST JUNE, 1868-- : _ .... • " /.> 
ExpeMesofmanagement,oneyear £1,750 0 0('.;.... ·'·Z./)~ 
Onc It£~~ rations for 250 men, ·£5,000 ° 0 '\:.:: :'._ y:\ 

£~,~'..j,;it .,Q, \ ,::-v.J 
' . .tJ.:.::..:..;=~ ........ " 

Reserve at 1st June, 1868 £7,669 4 0 
Clip of 52,876 sheep at 1st June, 1869, per stock, 

statement at 3s. each, net .• . • 7,931 8 ° 
EXPENDITURE FRO>! 1ST JUNE, 1868, 

TO 1ST JUNE, 1869-
Expenses of management, Onc Far £2,000 0 0 
Onc vear's rations for 250 men, 

at .1:20 5,000 0 0 

Reserve at 1st June, 1869 

£15,600 12 0 

£7,000 0 0 

£8,600 12 0 

At this date, 1st June, 1869, the divi.ion of the Company's 
property wm t.~kc plnee, when the yaIue of it m.~y !le fuirly 
estimated, as follows :-
250 leases of 20,000 acres each, in all, 5,000,000 

acres, with 52,876 young sheep at £3 per 
.hC<'p for stock and st.,tions .. 

1064 hors"" and mares, at £35 ench 
Rescn-ed funds at 1st June, 1869 

£158,628 ° 0 
37,240 0 0 

8,600 12 ° 
£204,468 12 0 

In other ",orl1_, ~neh lensrho1<ler of 20.000 n~rCs will, at th~ cnd 
of four y."rs, for hi. origi1lOI im'e,tmcnt of .£200, be in posi!('SSion of 
property of a saleuble yalue of £H18; hut which. if he chooSl's to 
hold, it will !le u eertain fortune to him .!lefore the tennination of 
his lease. 

ST.I.TElIENT OF STOCK All'] INCREASE. 
SHEEP. 

Orle:inal stock, Deaths at CO per eeuL 
15,000 Ewe. 900 14,100 to lamb 1st June, 1865. 
Lanlbs at 70pcr cent. 1st June, 

1865 9,800 

Clipped, 1st June, 1866 23,900 



Ewes,14,loo •• 840 
Hoggets, 9,800. . 588 •• 
Lambe at 70 per cent. 1st June, 

1866 .. .. .. 

Clipped, 1st June, 1867 

Ewes, 13,260 .• 792 
2r Ewes, 4606. . 276 
2t Wedders. 4606 276 
Hoggets, 9240. . 552 •• 
Lambe at 70 per cent. 1st June, 

1867 

Clipped, 1st June, 1868 

Ewes, 12,468 •. 760 
3t Ewes, 4330. • 259 
2k Ewes. 4344.. 260 
3~ WOOders, 4330 259 
2t Wedders, 4334 260 
Hoggcts, 11,700 702 .. 
Lambe at 70 per cent. 1st June, 

1868 

Clipped 1st June, 1869 

.U 

13,260 to lamb 1st June, 1866. 
9,212 

9,240 

31,712 

12,468 J 4,330 to laxnb 1 st June, 1867. 
4,330 
8,688 

11,700 

41,516 

11,708 J 
4,071 to lamb 1st June, 1868. 
4,084 
4,071 
4,084 

10,998 

13,860 

52,876 

B".ides the lnmbs of 1st June, 1869 at 70 per cent. increase, 
numbering 17,990. 

Original .toek. 

:Mares 200 in foal 1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 

200 

Total, 

HORSES. 
80 p.- cent. net 
increua, colt •. 

80 
80 
80 
80 

112 

432 

so per ceat. JU4 
1~A1U_ 

80 10 foal 1 .. J_ 
80 1864. 

80 
80 

112 

432 

1064. 
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EXTRA, 

GOVER,Nl\iEN'!' GAZET1'E. 
[PUULISIlED BY AUTII()lUTY.] 

Tuesday. DECEMBER 23rd, 1662. 63 

Cvlvnial S<!I'l'dan/. U'Ike U. At any time within the three "oars 
1'<1'11" :l,:Jrcl Dcc(';!//;e;·. l.RG2. J • n:\l\H'~' the lawful occupant of any Iun, 

I T is hereby notified thal. flOl1l llncl after will br permitted to select within such nUl, 

~be IHt Jnnw,ry. ,I kG3, 'now portions lotH of lamlnot l!xceeding twenty thollsand 
of the 'J'crritory uf ,,'p,H'rn An,tntiitl' wIll nel'lH each. "\ny such selections of Clas~ 
Le open to gelleral sel('ctioll fur !vfttie und (; land will. 011 appro,,~l; be granted on 
purcbuI'e unde!' the following Hl'gulation~, p<l,torul le'l~e for H, years, to commence 
which will be Illor!'; fully cxpLillell in a from the I,t ,January next following the 
[uime notice. date of' iljlplication: and ~imilar selections 

The portions of Territory affected by of Clatis A land within a, run will be 
these Hegu};,tionR will be ut'"ignHted:- granted 011 HllllllU! license, subject to re- : 

j·i'/'st. '1 he "'1>1'11. Di"ll'il'f, boundeu on ~1(:l\'lIl frum year to year, at th" option of 
the \\'e,t UHt! XOl'th hy, the ::-;Pll Cou~t, the Go\'ernment. 

, including the J~landH utijaccptto it, l\nd Ol} 7. CI'lsS C It:(\~( I! will be chargeable;" 
the 80uth by the Hiwl' ,\1 ul'chi~on. unt! by Cwith onf' fee of £.'i each at t11t:ir COtnlllencc-
a true Ea~t line through dw summit of 2ment, togcthl'l' with the ~ lIillin[.;o pcr 1000 ' 
Mouut M nrehi,OIl. --I'm the tlncuge thcn,in, for eueh of the first 

Second. 'J he Ha.lt Dislrict ,\'ill be com. ~f()ur ),('UIS, and ten shillillg~ per tlwusallJ 
prised betwC('1l the longitllol'3 l~l und 12U acres for each of the s(:cond fOll!' ycar~. 
degrees Ea~t. and between the IHtitude 30 (gCI,IS, A licenocs will bc' ch<irgcdat the 
degrecs tiouth and Ihe I'oulh Coast, in- ~_SUJl1e r,lles jor nClclil.;-e, but ItO IIC(;Il'lC fee. 
cluding' Ihe adjacent hlandH. ):> -iAll paymellls to be in adv,lIlce. 

2. ') he Lalld in Iltc~c Ilistricts will b13 -< H. Lcasl'~ and Licf'ns~s will be b'ans
di\'ided into dH~se~ A and C ;--Cbs~ fcrable whilc clwrgeablullith rcnt, OIl it~ 
Lands being fur Annualli,'en~c. UIllI thos . Ol.Jcing ohOWl1 to tilo 8utisi'.ICtiull of thu 
in Class C for 1llOlC cXll'ndeu occupation:-: l1GoYCl'Ilor tlqt they hil\,C beun properly 
Cbs~ A will c(llll/lrbc all land within twe!C~ stocked. 
miles of the tl(;'iJ, ('oast. including the adJ:Tr 3::' n. HUllS or Leases may be resumed 
jacent hlands, uno Class C will be thU) f'Tjcitlwr wholly or in part, fur puolic pur-
relllHinder rl'o'es, or f.)r sale, 011 givill(i twcll'c :nunt!t:1 

3. l'cnni1'sion to pro~ecd to the Norlh ("1Jnolicc; ,but co:npensatioll wil! in slIch casel 
or East District for the purpos\,' of occuPY- () be givell, accordll1g to ",'dilatiun 01' agree-
ing :Land under these Ht'glllatiull~, W"Y L:mellt. fa!' Hny lawful illlpro'\'l'lHcnts eit'eeted 
Le obtained by application in the form tl _,,'1011 a lease chargeable with rellt prCViOll:1 

1n l/he j\ppcndix hereto. Such permission - .lo such nutice:. 
wq be ,,,did for Twelve .Months from it~ rlJ 10, DllI'ing' the frce occupation of ,<1 

dalil. ' rUll, Hnd during the fir"t year of It lease; 
4. Free pasturage for the B\ock enu- the lawful occupant 01' the tiallle wilt bo 

1l'Icrated .in !In' applic!.tion, and JOI' their nllowed J. right to cultivate; but no dnim 
naturul inu'ea~e;'"\\'ill .. ·bll .. tlllQwed 011 the "-. for damuges by tre,pi)~:; of Btock will bo 
11l1uppropriated Lamls of the Distl icts admissible. unless thc laud trcsp",s::;crlllpon 
referred to, fur the sp.lce of t\\'ell'e months t;hall harc been properly f .. Heed, 
from the dale of' the'ir arrival therein; and It. In all other rcspccl~, the disposal 
within lhis period, runs !lot cXCl'clling and tenure of the Crowl! Lands in tho 
(IOU,OOO) one hlllidred thousand ueres for North and East Districts, will bt gOYL'l':le,l 
uny one E,tuLlishmcnt, muy be selected in by the pl'ovi,iollti of thc C~i~l\llg I.;llld 
onc ulliform shupe, alld ue rcported in the Hegulatiull3. 
form T. for UPP1V,:'tl.', l~. No proicctio!,\ or goycrnll1cI1t CB-

5. A licentic ,not transferable) will tablishment will be gUllanteed to the 
thcreupon be j~sllc(.\ for the occupation of public, until dcclllc4 c~'lJ3(li()ut Ly tho: 
Illiy such approved selection for the space (,.iuYemment. 
of three years, free of rent: tiueh three 
yeaI'M to commence'" from the cnd or the 
twcive months lust lllcntionc(J;' 

13y His Excellency's command, 
l<'.H.ED.P. li,~l{LEE, 

GOlpl\iul 0(;Qe[a7' 
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Appendix Four 

The stock, equipment and known outlay of the small 
Companies and family concerns which settled the North
West as a comparison with the costs of one share (£100-
160) in joining the Camden Harbour and Denison Plains 

schemes 

WithneH 

Charter Sea Ripple £650 12 
650 sheep @ about 10 shillings each £300 
Other Stock draught and saddle horses, 90WS, sheep dogs 
Clydesdale Stallion £300 13 
provisions 
fIreanns 
building materials 
household goods 

'Would have sold out if they could for £1400'.14 

Wellard 15 
Staff Costs 5 European men and 2 Aboriginal men. 
Manager's costs 
Shepherd's costs @ £3-0-0 per month 
370 sheep 
26 Cattle 
9 Horses 
Charter costs 

Sold out to L.C Burges for between £2000-£2400. 16 

The Portland West Australian Squatting Company 17 

Six Chambered Revolver 
30 tons hay @£5-5-0 per ton 
Charter M aria Ross 
Fitting out M aria Ross 
1600-1700 sheep at 10 shillings each at least 

12Withnell-Taylor, op cit, p. 33. 
13 ibid. 
14ibid, p. 92. 

£3-3-0 
£157-10-0 
£1000 
£100 
£80018 

15Hasluck, op. cit., p 268 and De La Rue, op. cit.. p. 15. 
16Withnell-Taylor, op. cit, p. 108, & De La Rue, op. cit, p.l5. 
17Richardson Diary, op cit. 
18 In 1865, sheep landed at Ballarat cost 12s per head. Harvey to Editor, Perth Gazette, 22/9/1866. op cit. 
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The Portland West Australian Squatting Company 17 

Six Chambered Revolver 
30 tons hay @£5-5-0 per ton 
Charter Maria Ross 
Fitting out Maria Ross 
1600-1700 sheep at 10 shillings each at least 
8 horses 
stores e.g flour, rice, potatoes 
tools 

Estimated Minimum costs 

£3-3-0 
£157-10-0 
£1000 
£100 
£80018 

£2,500 

•••••• lit ........... Cl ...... . 

Padbury 19 Actual Costs unknown 

Running costs on his Barque Tien Tsin 
Ditto cutter Mystery 
11 horses 
6 working bullocks 
540 sheep 
provisions 
iron house 
timber house 
Staff Costs 7 White men and 5 Aborigines, (4 from Rottnest Island). 
Managers costs 
Shepherd's costs @ 25-30 shillings per month. 

Abandoned his station and buildings.2o• 

17Richardson Diary, op ch. 
18 In 1865, sheep landed at Ballarat cost 12s per head. Harvey to Editor, Perth Gazette, 22/9/1866, op cit. 
19Hasluck, op. cit.. pp. 263-5. 
20Naim op. ch., p.183. Padbury was very successful in moving his stock south despite the loss of the 
station. 
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Appendix Five 

The career of the various Shareholders and staff of the 
Denison Plains Pastoral Company examined as a 

comparison with that of Broadhurst 

Broadhurst's Denison Plains Company colleagues have received little 
attention, yet for almost a year they constituted around 50% of the 
European population of the North and thus represent a very useful group 
for study purposes. 

In studying this one group of twenty two men and five women, all 
members of a defunct Company .and all freed at the same time to pursue 
their own ends or leave the District, there is a unique opportunity to 
analyse a known un-attached percentage of the European population of the 
North District. They are a useful social and economic group in their own 
right and their progress, with a few exceptions, could be monitored until 
around 1867-1870 when the reasonably small European population began 
to swell with itinerant pearlers.21 Given that the members were in the 
main the 'staff' of the Company and after the collapse were not bound to 
any employer, and given that they ranged (in monetary terms) from 
shepherds and serving girls, wives and mothers through to professional 
people and landed gentry, they also provide an interesting representation 
of the community at large. In briefly analysing their contribution, we can 
put Broadhurst's own achievements into a perspective. 

A list of the Company members that landed under Broadhurst appears 
in the section on the Denison Plains Pastoral Company, and is reproduced 
in brief here minus the children. The names of the shareholders are 
underlined. The rest were purely staff or the agents of other 
shareholders.22 

First cabin: 

Matilda Anderson, 20, (single),English, (Servant to the Wedges) 
Dr. Thomas Baynton, 34, (Single), English. 
Charles Edward Broadhurst,35, English. 
Eliza Broadhurst, 25, Irish. 
I.C. Brodie. 32, (single), English. 
Robert. Edmonstone, 35, (single), English. 
George Hodgkinson. 20, (single), English. 

21 The census of 1870, op. cit. 
22Prom a number of sources quoted in the section on the DPPC. Most important is a petition beginning 
'we the undersigned members of the DenisooPlains Pastoral company'. CSR, 603/119, BL. 
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Bridget Hinchley, 22, (single), Irish, (servant to the Broadhurst's) . 
W.I. Sayer, 43, (single), English. 
Harry WhitaH Venn. 23, (single), English. 
Charles Wedge, 55, English. 
Frances B. Wedge, 30, English. 

Third Cabin: 

George Bush.35, (married), English. 
Charles Cane,23, English. 
Robert Frazer, 33, (single), Scotch. 
S. Filchey (Filchy ?), 28, (single), English. 
John Graham,28, (single), Scotch. 
W. Gardiner 25, (single), English. 
Benjamin Hanlon, (single ),English. 
Henry Horace Hicks, 32, (single), English. 
William Jeffrey, 30, (Married), Scotch. 
Roderick Louden McKay, 29, (single), Scotch. 
Malcolm Macintosh, 29, (single), Scotch. 
Simeon MUller, 35, German. 
Mrs.MUller, 33, German. 
David Simpson. 25, (single), Scotch. 
Mr.W.F. Sayer, 50, (single),English (Sawyer, Sawer, Sayers or Sayes?) 

W.F. Tays, (apparently a Nova Scotian) proceeded independently to 
Nickol Bay. 

The average age of the men was 32.5 years (range 20-55 years) and the 
women 26 (range 20-33 years).23 Broadhurst at 35 and his wife Eliza at 
25 years of age, can be seen to have fitted into the mid range. Broadhurst, 
MUller (35), Wedge (55), Bush (35) and Jeffery (30) were the only men 
known to be married.The last two apparently had left their families in 
Victoria. 

Three of the women, Eliza Broadhurst (24), Frances Wedge (30) and 
Mrs MUller (33) were married with large families. The Wedge's had five 
children aged from nine years old to a baby of one year. The Broadhurst's 
had two boys aged three and four years old, and when she arrived with he 
piano at Nickol Bay, Eliza was seven months pregnant. Her daughter, 
Sarah Eleanor, the first European girl to be born in the North District. 
The MUller's had four children aged from eight years to one year. Given 
the numbers and age of their children and the role of women in those days, 
there is little surprise that the women featured little in the explorations and 
business matters of the Company. Their accepted place was in the home 
and they had their hands full dealing with their families. That they 
accompanied their husbands and their families to the North in the first 

23 The age for some of the settlers is not known and they have been excluded from the count. 
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place and endured the suffering in the manner that they did, is a constant 
source of amazement today.24 

There were three distinct groups amongst those who sailed on-board 
the Warrior with Broadhurst, those who were purely paid staff, those who 
were both shareholders and staff and those who were purely shareholders. 
As it is not known with any certainty which of their number, apart from 
Broadhurst, Wedge and Baynton, who were paid members of staff, the 
group are divided here into Shareholders and non-shareholders. 

Those shareholders who left fairly quickly after news of the collapse of 
the Company reached the North in October 1865 appear to be George 
Hodgkinson, Benjamin Hanlon and Robert Edmonstone, (with 
whom Broadhurst engaged in fisticuffs). All those who were purely staff 
bar S. Filchey also left soon after the Company collapsed. They were 
Bridget Hickley, the Broadhurst's servant girl, WiHiam Jeffrey and 
Messrs, W.I. and W.F. Sayer. All of these people appear to have gone 
by May 1866 at the latest.25 They probably realized the extent suffering 
that was in store for them and with nothing to lose they left as soon as 
possible. 

The others stayed and suffered, in the terrible drought of the summer 
of 1865/1866. All of the remaining shareholders are known to have 
eventually become pastoralists in the N orth-West. On the basis of McRae' s 
comment in 1870 that almost everyone had gone pearling, and 
Richardson's comment that in the first five or six years until the sheep 'got 
into good number', pearling paid better than the stations, most, with the 
possible exception of Dr Baynton, are expected to have also become 
pearlers.26 

The careers of those who stayed will now be briefly analysed. 

Matilda Anderson: 
Matilda Anderson was a serving girl to the Wedge's, and was 

unsuitable for the rigours of the North. She was 'turned out' by them and 
was later described described by Sholl as, 

a half witted girl. She cannot or will not work ... as a 
needle woman or washer woman and no one will 
employ her as a domestic servant. 27 

24 Eliza Broadhurst is the best known. See, Withnell-Taylor, op. cit., Cha xi. She also appears on the 
cover and within Hunt, op. ch., pp 52, 64-65. She also features in an unpublished family history 
typescript, Weldon op. cit, and in biographical references to her husband. See Drake-Brockman, op. cit. 
25 They do not appear in any reference consulted and may be the 7 who left on 21 April 1866, and a part of 
the unnamed ten who left a short while later. Erickson (1988), op. cit., pp. 412, 1498, records that 
Hodgkinson, McKay and Bush left from Fremantle for Melbourne in David and Jesse on 4/6/1866. 
There were a number of McKay's and Mackays in the North at this time, however. One McKay is noted by 
the diarist Richardson as the manager for LL Mount. Richardson Diary 7 n /1865. 
26Richardson, op. cit, p.35, & F McRae to his sister, 2/8/1870, 2/10/1870, Ace 289a , BL. 
27 CSR, 581/131, BL. 



She was taken in by Graham who assisted her in a case against her 
employers (the Wedge's) but when he could no longer keep her she was 
'turned adrift as a pauper' and sent to the poor home at Fremantle. 28 

Dr. Thomas Baynton: Doctor and Pastoralist 
Doctor Baynton is described by the young Sholl as a 'quiet reserved 

man' and by his father as a 'skilful man well spoken of by the settlers'. 29 

He was with Broadhurst and Wedge, one the leaders of the Company, co
signing a letter of thanks to the people and government of Western 
Australia that was reproduced in the Inquirer of May 10 1865. 

According to Richardson, he attended to various patients in his capacity 
as the Denison Plains Pastoral Company Doctor before the Resident 
Magistrate, who was a former medical student arrived in the area. 

In May 1866 he followed Broadhurst and Wedge in to the settlement at 
Withnell's and erected a small bough hut on the government reserve.3o It 
was described as 'a small cottage of brushwood' and had a canvas or calico 
roof. He does not seem to have been in practice there however and Sholl 
appears to have performed many of the day to day medical task at this 
time. 

When concerns were mounting over the arrival of the cutter Mystery, 
it was considered sending down a 'good punt' made of materials from a 
larger one wrecked previously. Baynton of all those then at Roebourne 
was considered 'the only one' who could command and head the 
expedition, indicating that he possessed capacities as leader and possibly 
had some knowledge of boating,31 He understandably refused to be a part 
of the scheme. 

Baynton was very much a part of a vibrant and very active social group 
of families, absentee pastoralists, government people, and visiting 
pastoralists who centred at Roebourne in 1866. 

Baynton was one of the three men who succeeded in having land 
registered in their name when it was realized that the Company was only 
entitled as a single entity to 100,000 acres. Baynton and Simpson had 
100,000 acres of land on the Maitland river allocated to them and Muller 
had 20,000 acres on the Nickol River. The three formally agreed that they 
had no actual claim to the land which apparently stretched from the 
Company base at Miaree Pool (Figure 16), through Karatha Pool further 
upstream to Whyjabby Pool, and beyond.32 

After the Company collapsed, Baynton then began to establish Karratha 
Station on the Maitland River at Karratha pool. Baynton Hill, a landmark 
on the property bears the family name.33 A glance at the map of the area 
(figure 16) shows that Karratha pool lies only 5 kilometres upstream from 
Miaree Pool, the site of the former Company base. Karratha pool also lies 

28CSR, 581/131,117, BL. 
29 TCS, 31/6/1866 & CSR 581/112, BL. 
30 Withnell-Taylor, op. cit., p. 134. 
31CSR 581/116, BL. 
32CSR, 603/116, BL. 
33 rus, 5/10/1867, BL. 



only a few kilometres from Whyjabby [sic] and Cherratta Pools which 
were occupied in January by Company members McKay and Venn 
respectively. 

Broadhurst apparently kept his stock at the Company base at Miaree 
pool and became involved with Baynton in an altercation in early October 
1866 about the ownership of the Karatha and Miaree Pool areas which 
were apparently in Baynton's name on behalf of the Company. This led 
Baynton to ask the Resident Magistrate whether Broadhurst could warn 
people off 'his' (Broadhurst's run on the Maitland. Sholl replied in the 
negative and indicated that despite his earlier disclaimer, Baynton had the 
rights to the land to the exclusion of the Company and its future owner 
Broadhurst.34 Satisfied in the security of his lease, Baynton left in October 
1866, leaving his flocks in the care of an agent and shepherds. His place 
was taken in he following year by his brother and wife.35 Baynton and his 
brother were part owners with McKay in the shipment of 3500 sheep on 
board lohanna Maria in July 1867. Unfortunately only 700 survived. As a 
result, he was also described by Sholl as 'one of the most active and 
intelligent memberof the Denison Plains Association, in which he lost 
heavily',36 Even before this loss at around £400, Baynton estimated his 
losses in the Company to be in the region of £1000. 37 

The Karatha 'run' was obviously well chosen, for the well known 
identity Maitland Brown, applied for the lease only to be disappointed 
when Baynton's brother arrived. Neither of the Baynton brothers appears 
to have lived permanently at Karratha Pool however, and they most likely 
employed sheperds (as did Broadhurst). On landing at Nickol Bay for 
example, the latter Baynton immediately requested permission to add to a 
residence on the Government reserve. His arrival and the presence of his 
wife helped fill the gap left by the departure of his brother in the social 
life of the town, taking walks, playing cards and the like. 

Baynton and his wife left the North along with the Broadhurst's on 
board the Clarence Packet. They then left Fremantle for Melbourne on 
board the Gem on 23 November 1867. just a month before the 
Broadhurst's themselves followed suit.38 

The Baynton's do not appear to have returned to the North-West and 
they soon became absentee pastoralists like the Broadhurst's. They 
maintained Venn as their agent in the North for Sholl records receiving an 
application from Venn as agent for Baynton for blocks on Baynton's run.39 

Venn later purchased the Station. 

34rus, 5/10/1866, BL. 
35CSR, 603/118, BL. 
36 CSR, 603/225, BL. 
37 Baynton to his father, 20/2/1866, op. cit., he estimated that his losses in money and time were in the 
vicinity of £1000. He brought four shares in the Company. He also lost heavily in the speculation with 
his brother and McKay in the sheep on-board Joharma Maria. 
38 Erickson , (1988), op. cit., p. 171. 
39 rus, 17/4/1869 and CSR, 624/49, 29/10/1868, BL. 
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J.C. Brodie: Government Official 
Brodie is noted in the Book of Applications to proceed to the North 

District in charge of a number of fellow settlers including Muller and 
would therefore have been one of the more capable Company members. 
He is noted by Sholl on his January 1866 inspection as the 'late store
keeper' at the Company's Nickol River base where he was residing there 
along with Baynton, Venn, Gardiner and Wedge. In October 1866 he 
applied to be the Inspector of Sheep (scab inspector) and in 1868 accepted 
the position of Clerk to the Resident Magistrate at Greenough, holding it 
till 1876.40 

George Bush : Pastoralist ? 
Little record had been found of of George M. Bush, (Bushe?), though a 

George Bush was noted in 1887 as an 'important pastoralist' employing 
around 40 Aboriginals on the Gascoyne River.41 This is most likely the 
same man as he would have been 57 years old by then, and any sons 
carrying the same name would have been too young to have established 
themselves. 

Charles Cane: Explorer 
Cane was a former member of the Camden Harbour Pastoral 

Association who joined the Denison Plains Pastoral Company with a flock 
of sheep to try again. He was a part of the group on the Maitland River 
and was, with Venn, McKay and Frazer, prominent in the exploration of 
the area around Nickol Bay and the Ashburton in early 1866. The Cane 
River bears his name and he applied for a lease at the Ashburton in the 
period 1866/7.42 A record of his activities has not been found. 

s. Filchey: 
A man called Ficher is recorded as contesting two unspecified court 

cases against Broadhurst. This man is believed to be Filchey, the one 
remaining staff member who did not take up shares in the Company. He 
appears in cases in August 1866 and September of the same year.43 On this 
basis it appears that he may have continued for a time as a shepherd, 
stockman or labourer in the North. 

Robert Frazer : Explorer and Pastoralist 

Frazer made a name for himself as a part of the four man Company 
exploration team that included Cane, McKay and Venn. He was awarded 
100,000 Acres of land by the Government in recognition for his services 

40 EriCKson, (1988), op. cit., p.326 & CSR, 581/100, BL. 
41Hunt, S. J., The Gribble Affair. a Study in Colonial Politics, in Dark Deeds in a Sunny Land, op. cit, 
p.69. 
42 ibid., p.459. 
43 RJS, 5/9/1866, BL. 
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during these explorations.44 His application for a 'run' on the Fortescue 
River adjoining Venn's was approved in July 1866 on the basis of stock he 
landed in that year.45 He, or a Duncan Frazer, is recorded applying for 
10,000 Acres on the Ashburton, November 1866, but finding it unsuitable 
unsuccessfully applied for another run. That particular Frazer is also noted 
as a stock owner on the Maitland in the period 1867-1876.46 Frazer is later 
noted as having established Balmoral Station on the Fortescue River.47 

On 25 June 1869, Sholl records Messrs Frazer, Hicks and MacIntosh 
calling on him, while Broadhurst lay ill and was not expected to live in 
order to discuss the long defunct Denison Plains Company. The content of 
the discussion was not disclosed, but it is believed to have revolved around 
the question of the ownership of the Company. (See Hicks and MacIntosh 
following). 

WiHiam Gardiner, Sadlier : 
Little is known of Gardiner's activities except that he was part of the 

group at the Nickol River Station. On 18 November 1872 a William 
Gardiner purchased at a cost of £5-0-0, Lot 20 at the township of 
Roebourne. The same man was a saddler at Roebourne from 1873-1886. 
He visited Victoria and returned to the North on 21/2/1887.48 It is 
presumed that this is the same William Gardiner. 

John Graham: Shoemaker 
A Mr Graham set up shop as a shoemaker soon after the news of the 

Company collapse reached the North.49 The Resident Magistrate arrived at 
Nickol Bay in November 1865 along with another John Graham, a 
'chainer' in his Camden Harbour party. He noted on arrival that there 
were two houses besides Withnell's at Yeera-Muk-A-Doo, the permanent 
pool on the Harding which was soon to be the site of the town of 
Roeboume. These were, 'a small affair occupied by Graham .... and the 
other by Mullen' .(sic).50 Thus it is the Denison Plains Company Graham 
who was the shoemaker. It is possibly because Graham had set up in 
business and needed cash, that he and Broadhurst, the Company Manager 
(and holder of the empty Company purse) strings, were at odds from the 
beginning. They often clashed and conducted a running battle through the 
local court. On 6 August 1866, Broadhurst summonsed Graham, 
successfully, 'for detaining and refusing to pay for goods of the Denison 
Plains Pastoral Company' to the value of £1-7-0. In the following August, 
Broadhurst lost an unspecified case bought by Graham to a cost of 5 
shillings plus court costs of 8/6d. In the next month Broadhurst was 
successful in a case against Graham for abusive language. 

44 rus, 9n/1866, BL. 
45CSR 582/47, BL. 
46 Erickson, (1988), op. cit., p. 1120. 
47pR 9251, p.7. BL. 
48Erickson. (.1988), op. cit., p.1155. 
49 Not Graham the 'Chainer I in ShoU's team at Camden Harbour. 
50 rus, 29/11/1865, BL. 
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As far as business went, Graham was apparently successful. In August 
1866, Sholl paid nine shillings to Graham for the repair of some 'official' 
boots. The Diarist A.R. Richardson of the Portland West Australian 
Squatting Company was to note that 

I think if a shoemaker was to commence business, it 
would be more likely to pay, as this is a fearful 
country for wearing boots, the ground is so 
stoney,51 

If Richardson' s predictions were to prove correct then Graham was to 
make a reasonable living. Further evidence of this success is indicated by 
his purchase of town lots 2 and 3 at Roebourne on 3 September 1866.52 
One of these at least would have been the location of his hut. 

He has, along with the Muller's and the Broadhurst's, the distinction of 
being the first white people to build homes alongside the Withnells and 
thus to lay the foundations for the. new town of Roebourne. 

H. H. Hicks: Peader and Pastoralist 
Henry Horace Hicks like many others of the Company, left the bases on 

the Maitland and the Nickol soon after the receipt of news concerning the 
collapse of the Company arrived in October 1865. He combined with the 
enterprising pearler W.F. Tays and occupied a tent near the shore at Tien 
Tsin Harbour. From this base they were to engage for a period in mainly 
maritime enterprises. Their first recorded sortie was to recover a 'large 
punt' belonging to the Company which lay wrecked on J arm an Island. 
With this vessel they planned to provide a stevedoring service by 
'despatching cargo from ships on arrival' .53 This attempt apparently 
involved their floating out to the island on a raft along with a number of 
Aboriginal helpers. On one occasion, due to adverse winds, they required 
a tow from a boat which soon filled with water in the choppy seas. 
Abandoning the attempt they left their native helpers and the raft on the 
island and rowed home. They were later followed by the unfortunate 
Aborigines who swam ashore when the provisions, which were already 
spoiled by immersion, were consumed.54 Hicks and Tays soon parted 
company. Hicks departed for Melbourne with aD. Hicks on 17/2/1866 and 
returned soon after.55 On 16 October 1866, Hicks left with E.T. Hooley 
and Alexander McRae to retrace the stock route Hooley had just pioneered 
from Newcastle (Toodyay). Hooley apparently also planned to deliver the 

51 Richardson Diary. op. cit., 30/6/1865, BL. 
52 Inquirer, 7/11/1866, Exploration Diaries, Vol. 6, p. 104, and Cossack and Roeboume Register L. & S. 
Dept., 660-458 BL. 
53 TCS, 6/12/1865, BL. 
54possibly the DPPC or the CHPA boat mentioned earlier as a 'crazy old boat kept together by pieces of 
wood nailed athwart the gunwhale ... McCleod and Green pulling ... Broadhurst bailing and Tays steering ... 
apology for a sail'. RJS 25/11/1865, BL. 
55Erickson, (1988), op. cit, p.1467. 
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first overland mail from the North back to Perth thus ending the reliance 
of the tiny outpost on the vagaries of sea communications.56 

Hicks found employ with L.C. Burges in October 1866,57 and stayed in 
the pastoral industry. He acted as a sheperd for six partners on the 
Ashburton and did not take up land for himself at this stage. He was a 
prominent and apparently conscientious figure.58 He was elected the 
Roebourne Road Board in July 1871 and was was well thought of in the 
district, and was afforded a public dinner on the eve of one of his journeys 
south. In January 1887 he took shares in the 29 ton fore and aft schooner 
Willie with a J. Isdell. He died in the district on 30 January 1888.59 

Richardson records that he founded the 'Springs Station' on the upper 
Harding River.6o 

Malcolm MacIntosh and David Simpson: Pastoralists and 
pearlers 

These two men were with Broadhurst at the Company base on the 
Maitland River in January 1866. There, following the collapse of the 
Company they successfully tendered to sheperd the Company sheep at £2-
0-0 per week.61 MacIntosh was a part of an exploration team to the 
Fortescue in October 1865. They subsequently teamed up to establish 
Mardie Station on the lower reaches of the Fortescue.62 They were there in 
September 1867, when Sholl records that Simpson shot an Aboriginal man 
for stealing flour.63 

Macintqsh was to have discussions with Sholl concerning the defunct 
Denison Plains Company along with Hicks and Frazer as late as June 1869. 
These discussions occurred as Broadhurst lay gravely ill and was not 
expected to live and cast some doubts as to whether the trio believed that 
the Company property or land that Broadhurst then held as the successful 
tenderer for the defunct company was actually his. The content of the 
discussions will never be known for Broadhurst was soon to recover. 

MacIntosh died at Mardie on 19 December 1875 and his grave was 
apparently once visible there near the shearing shed.64 Simpson, a Mr 
Morton, and a Captain Tapper took shares in the 48 ton pearling schooner 
NautiIus on 18/6/1879.65 

Simpson then moved to the Ashburton founding Towera Station in 1883 
and then leased Kooline Station where he died on 26/8/1886. His grave is 
still visible.66 

56Withnell-Taylor, op. cit., pp. 106-107. 
57 CSR, 582/179, BL. 
58 RJS, 21/8/1869, BL. 
59Withnell-Taylor op. cit., pp.140, 228 and Uren .M., (eomp) Pear/ers 1870-1880. PR 7732, BL. 
6~ichardson, op. cit., p. 29. 
61 CSR, 581/100, BL. 
62 PR 9251, p. 7, BL. 
63 RJS, 9/9/1867, BL. 
64 PR 9251, p. 7, BL. 
65U . ren, op. elt. 
66Sharp, E. I., Some Ghosts Some Not. (E.!. Sharp, Perth, 1979), pp. 101-118. 
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Roderick Louden McKay: Explorer, Pastoralist and Pearl er 
McKay was with Broadhurst on the Maitland River in January 1866. He 

appears to have attempted to establish himself there and was a part owner, 
with the Bayntons, of a shipment of 3500 sheep carried on board the 
lohanna Maria. This shipment had declined in number to around 700 by 
the time they were delivered in July 1867, and constituted a great loss to 
the partners when sheep cost 10 shillings a head at Ballarat, and when it is 
considered that freight had to be added to that figure.67 This excerpt from 
Sholl's diary written during his official visit there on 18 February 1870 
shows that McKay established Cherittah Station on the Maitland River after 
his colleague Venn departed further up-river. See Figure 16. 

Rode to C herittah, 7 miles further up the river 
where Mr. McKay is stationed ... not in very 
comfortable quarters ... bush hut formerly built by 
Venn ... clay floor. .. better place in the course of 
construction 13' by ro' with verandah.68 

After being flooded out and losing 1500 sheep, the house and its 
contents in a cyclone of 20 March 1872, he and his brother, Donald 
McDonald McKay who had joined him around 1869, apparently abandoned 
the run and went to the Yule River where they successfully establish 
Mundabullangana Station.69 They were joined there by a brother Donald. 
Another McKay, Dugin, is also recorded adding further to the confusion. 70 

Another Mr McKay is recorded by Richardson as the Manager for L.L. 
Mount's team and as there were a number of Mackay's there may be some 
confusion here. 

The McKay's, Roderick and D McKay, entered into partnership with J. 
Tuckey in the 12 ton ketch, Victoria, in 1874. They also owned, as equal 
partners in their own right, the 17 ton Cutter Yule which they purchased 
on 27 n /1875.71 R.L. McKay also had an interest in the schooner Myra and 
was lost in a cyclone whilst on board the Ariel in 1880. 

Simeon Muller: Publican 
Simeon Muller was described by the Resident Magistrate as 'a well 

conducted and respectable man'.72 He set up shop as a publican with £300 
worth of liquor almost as soon as the family with four children (aged from 
eight years to one year old) arrived at Nickol Bay. The Muller's premises 
were apparently well patronized by people of all stations in life, for only 

67/nquirer, 10(1/1867. 
68 Yenn's 'run' was 8 kilometres upstream from Miari. 
69Withnell, J., Early Days at Roebourne. PR 9251, BL. and Withnell-Taylor, op. cit., p. 163. There is 
some confusion with the McKay's, Mackays etc of the North however and this account may be adding 
further in that regard. 
70Williams, A. (1977) Interview with Mr. Robert Lukis. 6(1/1977. W AM Records. Donald and Dugin 
Mackay establishing the station in 1878 
71U . ren, op. Clt. 

72CSR, 581/129, BL. 
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one month after his arrival at Nickol Bay, the Resident Magistrate paid £5-
9-6 to Muller for liquor. Muller also appears to have done well 
financially. On 23 December 1865 for example, Sholl records that he 
declined to advise Muller whether to accede to Broadhurst's request of an 
advance of £70 on the Company wool sent south so that the wages of the 
Company Shepherds could be paid. This indicates that he had some 
disposable funds and to MUller's credit (and probable loss), the loan was 
made and the Company stock safely kept till the herds were sold a few 
months later to defray Company costs. 

The Muller's received the flrst Public House licence to be issued in the 
North District in January 1866 and named their premises the Victoria 
Hotel. The family enjoyed what appears to be a monopoly on alcohol 
supplies until another hotel was opened in January of the following year. 
Muller was also one of the three Company members in whose name 
Broadhurst applied for land once it was realized that the Company itself 
had claim to only 100,000 Acres. 

Life was not easy for them and the health of Muller described as 'bad' 
and the whole family suffered from scurvy at this time.73 Despite having 
the rights to the land and the licence to a hotel, the MUlIers left for 
Fremantle in February 1866 on-board the Emma to set up as butchers.74 
N aim of the DeGrey station then bought the MUller's house at Mt. 
Welcome (Roebourne) for a store. In June 1867, Muller's 'run' was 
resumed as a crown reserve.75 Little is known of Mrs MUller 
unfortunately. 

W.F. Tays : Artisan and Pearler 

Tays was not a part of the Denison Plains Company group that travelled 
on the Warrior and appears to be one of those unnamed members that 
Battye claims followed the Company to Nickol Bay. 76 He is recorded by 
the Sholl as from Nova Scotia and as a shareholder in the Company,?7 He 
is recorded elsewhere as an Irish labourer who migrated to Melbourne in 
1856 and as a dealer in sheep and cattle before joining the Company,?8 The 
matter has not been resolved. 

His nautical skills emerge from the beginning and saw him steering a 
'crazy old boat kept together by pieces of wood' carrying Broadhurst and 
the newly arrived Resident Magistrate in November 1865.79 He, Hicks and 
Aboriginal assistants then went to salvage the Company 'punt' which was 
wrecked on J arm an Island for the purposes of setting themselves up in 
lightering goods from vessels to the shore. (see Hicks above). This incident 
also indicates that individual men like Tays and Hicks were able to secure 

73CSR, 581/112, BL. 
74CSR, 581/129, BL. 
75 ibid., 29/6/1867. 
76 Battye, (1915), op. cit., p.24. No others have been found. 
77 TCS. 24/11/1865 and 1512/1865. BL. 
78 Bain. (1982), Ope cit., p. 15. 
79 ruS. 25/11/1865. BL. 
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the services of the Aboriginal people and that such invaluable help was not 
just afforded to the land holders. He was part of a small party, including 
the Resident Magistrate's son T.C. Sholl, on an exploration by boat to the 
Fortescue River.sO In May 1866 he settled in the embryo township and 
constructed a forge, engaging in blacksmithing, shoeing horses, fitting 
tyres, erecting verandahs of the Government Residence, preparing 
foundations and making iron work for a boat. Sholl described him as a 
'very handy man.'81 He was a sportsman of note and possessed of 
considerable athletic skill and physical strength. 82 

He left the employ of the Resident Magistrate for pearling and other 
pursuits at the end of June 1866.83 In July he applied for land as agent for 
another settler.84 Though often incorrectly credited as the first to begin 
pearling,85 he was certainly the first to achieve an undeniable measure of 
success working from Nickol Bay to Mt. Blaze.86 See figure 24 His success 
was so great as to prove his undoing however. By November 1866 he and 
his partner Seubert had an estimated 9 tons of shell hidden on the beach 
between Port Hedland and 50 miles east of the DeGrey. 87 Tays lost his life 
in the ill-fated Emma whilst on his way south in early 1867 to petition for 
better security for his shell and to secure a vessel with which to better 
secure and transport it. Seubert reaped the benefits and set up an inn in the 
wreck of the schooner New Perseverance. 

It is clear that Tays was a major force in the pearling industry and was 
well on his way to success when he died. His activities and his decision to 
travel south to enter a partnership and to purchase a vessel would have had 
an influence on Broadhurst's decision to do likewise. 

H. W. Venn : Explorer, PastoraIist and M.P. 

Venn is described by the young T.C. Sholl in his diary as 'a decent 
young chap'. 88 He established his quarters along with the others near 
Withnell's following the dispersal of the last of the Company in May 1866 
and conducted searches for good land with his four associates Cane, 
McKay and Frazer in the following month. He is generally accepted as the 
leader of the four man Denison Plains Company exploring team. Their 
explorations to the hinterland of Nickol Bay, the Fortescue and the 

80 Exploration Diaries, Vol. 6, op. cit., BL & Perth Gazette, 18/5/1866 
81CSR, 581/239, BL. 
82 On the occasion of the celebrations and sports of 24 May 1866 for example, he is recorded as winning 
a very diverse range of events from the hammer throw, tossing the caber, the sack jump and catching the 
'greasy pig'. rus, TCS, BL. 
83He was in the government employ in June 1866 at a wage of £6 per month CSR, 581/283, BL. 
84 CSR, 582/22, BL. 
85Burges, op. cit., pA, states that 'it was Tayes (sic) who made the ftrst venture at Pearl Shell ftshing'. 
Apparently Burges supplied Tays with a boat from an American whaler that he (Burges) had been 
supplying beef. Darling has been shown to have been the ftrst pearler however. See page 166, et. seq. 
86 CSR. 603/20, BL. 
87 TCS, 17/11/1866, BL. 
88TCS, 12/2/1865, BL. 



Ashburton are recorded in the exploration diaries,89 and Venn is recorded 
as receiving a free 100,000 Acre 'run' in recognition for the valuable 
services rendered.9o In July 1866, he established a 'run' on the Fortescue 
river, and left the district between April and August to purchase stoCk.91 
In November of the same year, he purchased lot 31 at the newly 
proclaimed town of Roebourne and returned to Melbourne in the same 
month. In 1867, he contested a 5,000 acre rn on the Fortescue with E.T. 
Hooley.92 

He acted as agent for Baynton in April 1869 whose 'run' was Karratha 
Pool (Figure 16), only 2 kilometres downstream from Venn's place 
Waijabbi [sic]. On his tour of the region on 17 February 1870 Sholl was to 
heap great praise on Venn as follows: 

Mr. Venn since his occupation of Waijabbi has made 
many improvements and is a most industrious and 
active settler ... good weather tight cottage built of 
native wood 26 feet by 10 and one half feet. The 
walls and roof are of paper bark? .. over the roof is 
a thatch of large reeds which do not seem adapted 
for the purpose as the rain came in at places. 
The interior walls are lined with canvas. The roof is 
well pitched... the floor is ... with granite slabs 
procured in the neighbourhood. There are two 
doors at the back facing each other and two 
windows ... the building consists of one room. Just 
outside ... is a substantial lever wool press ... by a 
capstan... the press is to be removed to the wool 
shed at the rear of the cottage. This wool shed is 30 
feet by 25 feet. .. open at either end and built like the 
cottage ... it is thatched with grass and is watertight... 
paved with granite slabs... walls of paper bark ... 
The stockyard is made of native wood... poles and 
rails. It is 64 feet by 36 feet with calf yard and cow 
sheed at one side ... small kitchen... constructed 
sinilarly to the cottage. 93 

Venn became a Justice of the Peace at Roebourne in April 1870 and was 
also a member of the first Road Board, attending the inaugural meeting of 
July 1871.94 He lost all but 50 of a flock of 2200 sheep on the Nickol River 
in a cyclone of 29 May 1872.95 He assisted in moving horses along 
Hooley's stock route to the Fortescue River and was part of a push to open 
a copper mine in the district. He married in December 1874 and was back 

89 Exploration Diaries, op. cit., Vol 6, BL. 
90 Kimberley, op. cit.. p. 210. 
91CSR, 582/47 & 54, BL. 
92Erickson. (1988), op. cit.. p. 3146 & Sharp. op. ch .• p.24. 
93 rus, 17-19/2/1870, BL. 
94 WithneU- Taylor. op. cit., pp. 141, 149. 
95 Ibid., p.61. 
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at the Maitland River in 1877 having obtained 100,000 Acres leasehold.96 

This may have been Baynton's 'run', for according to Richardson, he 
purchased Karatha Station, and lived there for twelve years.97 

He later returned south and developed a large estate at Bunbury 
becoming a MLC and MLA for Wellington near Bunbury in the period 
1880-1896. As a Member of Parliament he progressed to the Cabinet of 
the Forrest Government as Commissioner for Railways and Director for 
Public Works until dismissed in a conflict with his leader.98 

Charles Wedge 

Company Director, Government Surveyor and Pearler : 
On his arrival the Company Surveyor, Charles Wedge was 55 years of 

age, and was recorded by the young Sholl on his arrival as an 'elderly man 
who was a Magistrate in Victoria' ,99 He was then a man of considerable 
standing in Victoria and was, with Broadhurst, a Director of the Company. 

In the hard times that befell the Company members following the news 
of October 1865, the Wedge's, were like all the other Company employees 
in dire straits living in a 'small tent ... very badly off for provisions ... very 
sad' .100 In January 1866 they were camped at the Company base on the 
Nickol River along with Messrs Baynton, Brodie and Venn. Without their 
wages they found difficulty in paying their own debts. They turned their 
servant girl, Matilda Anderson, out after finding her totally unsuitable, 
and were subsequently summonsed for failing to pay wages owed to her. 
Their action was described by Sholl as 'cruel' but, in mitigation, he 
allowed that she was 'not much good' .101 

In March 1866, they moved to the growing cluster of houses near the 
Withnell's place on the Harding River. Despite his age and judicial 
background, Wedge was quite capable of enjoying himself. At one stage he 
got quite drunk and being, in the eyes of the Resident Magistrate 
'disgraceful and disorderly' during the Queen's Birthday celebrations of 
30 March. This failed to prejudice Sholl against later employing him, but 
may have been a factor in Sholl's decision to employ Broadhurst as Acting 
Resident Magistrate over Wedge and Baynton at the end of the year. In 
April 1866, Wedge joined the pay-roll as Assistant Government Surveyor. 
By November the Wedges had established themselves in a small wooden 
cottage with sides walled with canvas. 102 He and Frances Wedge were a 
well accepted part of Roebourne Society, joining the others in picnics, 
walks and general hilarity. Despite his age, he engaged in a number of 

96 ibid., pp. 111,112,118,239 & Erickson, (1988), op. cit, p. 3146. 
97 Richardson, op. cit, p. 25. 
98 Bolton, G. C., and Mozley, A., (1961) The Western Australian Legislature 1870-1930, (Canberra 
ANU), p.190. 
99TCS, 12/12/1865, BL. 
100CSR, 581/100, BL. 
101CSR, 581/117, BL. 
102 TCS, 12/12/1866, BL. 
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creditable explorations and surveyed the township which was proclaimed 
on 17 August 1866. He purchased for his own use, blocks 41 and 42. 
Wedge's reduced social position as a government employee and not as the 
'Gentleman' he once was, became apparent in his dealings with Sholl, the 
Resident Magistrate. His relationship with Sholl soon soured. The Wedge's 
returned south in February 1869 where he took out a half share in the 
pearling cutter Albert. 103 A Charles Wedge is recorded as owning a 
pearling vessel, the 2 ton Cutter Exelsior, at Shark Bay when the vessels 
were first licensed there in 1874.104 

Wedge became a surveyor at Fremantle in 1875 and was Collector for 
the Muncipality. He employed four ticket of leave men at Fremantle in 
1869nO, two fishermen and two tin smiths. He returned to Melbourne in 
1875 and 1883. The Wedge's three sons returned to the North where they 
established Cobblanna and Boodarri stations near Port Hedland. One had 
interests in pearling out of Shark Bay105 

103 Transcript of the Register of British Ships at the Port of Fremantle, op. cit., p.25. 
l04CSR, 751/207, BL. 
105Erickson • (1988), op. cit, p. 3246. 
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Appendix Six 

(a) The Incorrect Propeller on the SS Xantho Briefly 
Explained 

The fitting o.f an inco.rrect pro.peller to. the SS Xantho engine, is a 
majo.r and inexcusible failing in the engineering o.f the vessel. There is a 
po.ssibility that the o.riginal pro.pello.r may have been damaged en ro.ute 
fro.m England o.r while the vessel was o.n the Western Australian co.ast. 
This damaged pro.pello.r may have been replaced while the SS Xantho was 
en ro.ute fro.m England o.r at Batavia undergo.ing refit and that the o.ne 
fo.und o.n the wreck was fitted in its stead. On the o.ther hand, fro.m the 
indicatio.ns o.f sho.ddy engineering which will be analysed in my technical 
repo.rt, it appears likely that the pro.pello.r had been o.n the vessel since its 
refit in Octo.ber 1871, o.r co.uld have" been a spare carried o.n-bo.ard.106 

Whichever way the pro.pello.r came to. be o.n-bo.ard, it is a majo.r failing 
as will be seen and wo.uld have eventually led to. to.tal engine failure. 

In the Trunk Engine, the pisto.ns within the engine carried the angular 
thrust o.f the co.nnecting ro.d directly rather than have it transferred to. a 
'cro.sshead' as was the case in mo.st o.ther engines o.f the time. (Figure 42) 

Figure 42 
An in.ternal view of a Trunk engine, showing the direct coupling of the 

crankshaft with the piston.107 

EXhnlll't p' 
.~·_IP(.· 

Witho.ut the benefit o.f a cro.ss-head which accepts the angular mo.tio.n 
fro.m the crankshaft and transfers if ho.rizo.ntally to. the cylinders, the 
cylinder walls in the trunk engine were subject to. wear o.n the upper and 
lo.wer surfaces. Of greater co.ncern was the wear caused by gravity o.n the 
lo.wer surface. Because the engine was ho.rizo.ntal, the fo.rces o.f gravity 
co.mbined with the angular thrust to. wear o.r 'barrel' the underside o.f the 

106-rhe ss Xantho's successor, Georgette carried a spare propellor. 
107J . . 214 armeson, Ope Clt., p. • 



cylinder where it came in contact with the piston. This problem was 
recognized by the makers. In single screw ships fitted with Penn Trunk 
Engines, the cylinders were normally placed on the port side of the ship, 
and the engine was designed to rotate anti-clockwise when looking from 
astern onto the top of the crankshaft. 108 The propeller or 'screw' ran in 
the same direction and was subsequently built for this rotation and called 
'left handed'. In this configuration, when the vessel was going forward, the 
thrust on the connecting rod helped to raise the piston off the bottom of 
the cylinder counteracting gravity and thereby avoiding wearing the 
cylinder oval. When at full speed it was considerably in excess of the 
weight of the piston however, so that the friction was sufficient to slightly 
'barrel' the upper side. This was clearly a better circumstance than when 
in stern gear, rotating clockwise, when the thrust and weight of the 
cylinders were combined in doing the same thing to the lower side.109 
Because a vessel usually operated in reverse for only a small fraction of its 
service, this was not usually a serious problem. 
This, and other engineering anomalies on the SS Xantho have been 
analysed by Steam engineer and engineering historian, the late Noel 
Miller. His unfinished report couched in engineering terms appears below. 

(B) Further Anomalies in the SS Xantho Steam Plant 
by: N.D. Miller (Steam Engineer)110 

'One question that has come up in checking over the Xantho engine is the 
condenser. Research has shown that all large Penn trunk engines had a 
condenser either of the jet condensing type or the surface condenser and at 
first it was thought that the condenser may have been removed by 
salvagers after the ship was wrecked. However, The Engineer states that 
the cylinders were 21 inch diameter with a 12 inch piston stroke 
exhausting direct into the top of the boiler uptake, in other words they 
exhausted direct to atmosphere via the funnel. ll1 So the engines were never 
originally fitted with a condenser at all. The probable reasons for not 
fitting these engines with condensers is the fact they were built under an 
emergency war program and the construction and fitting condensors would 
have slowed down production. Also the engines only being auxiliary in a 
sailing vessel, steam would be raised and the engines put into service only 
to fulfil occasional requirements and the ommission of the condenser 
would not effect the overall efficiency to a great extent. However, in a 
vessel like the SS Xantho which had to sail halfway round the World, the 

108 Sothem, J. W. M., Verbal Notes and Sketches/or Marine Engineer Officers. 11th. edition, (Lockwood 
and Son, London, 1923), p. 299. 
109 Seaton, A. E., A Manual 0/ Marine Engineering, 1911 edition, (London, Chas ... Griffin and Co., 
1895), p.74-75. 
110nte late, Mr Miller was the steam engine adviser to my team. He was a model engine maker, held 
steam engineers qualifications and was recognized as one, if not the, leading historian in this state on the 
subject of Marine engineering. His technical reports, of which this is an excerpt, will appear in my 
technical publication on the excavation of the SS Xantho. Unfortunately, Mr Miller died before he could 
complete this section. 
111 The Engineer,l1/2/1898, p. 125. 
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omission of the condenser must have caused some problems with any 
extended use of the steam plant. The boiler would have had to use salt 
water for feed water and this would have required the shut down of the 
boiler possibly once every four to seven days to remove the salt 
encrustation from the interior of the boiler. 
In single screw ships fitted with Penn trunk engines the cylinders were 
normally placed on the port side of the ship with the condenser (if fitted on 
the starboard side and the engine rotated anti-clockwise when looking from 
astern onto the propellor. The reason for this was that the alternate thrust 
on the connecting rod from the piston would have helped to raise the 
piston off the bottom of the cylinder thereby avoiding wearing the cylinder 
oval. In the Xantho engine the reversing links or expansion links have 
been fitted with wear plates in the die-block slot in the lower end of the 
link on both sides. This would indicate that when running ahead for 
extended periods the expansion links suffer from wear in this position and 
would point to the fact that the slide valves are probably unbalanced and 
impose terrific pressure on the die-block against the side of the link 
causing abnormal wear. It is apparently a characteristic of Penn engines in 
single screw ships that when running ahead the expansion link is raised 
with the die-block running in the lower end of the slot. The fitting of wear 
plates in expansion links as in the Xantho engines is not a normal thing 
and the fact that she is so fitted indicates that the Crimean War gun boat 
engines must have suffered from extensive wear to warrant the fitting of 
these wear plates. This of course indicates that the engines were designed 
to run anti-clockwise (left-handed) when the expansion link raised and the 
die-block at the bottom end of the link. 
To contradict this the Xantho engine connecting rod crank pin bearings 
have cylindrical lubricator cups open to top end. The top end of the lip of 
the lubricator has a high portion on one side which apparently intende4 to 
wipe oil from a suspended lubricator wick or oil pipe to lubricate the big 
end bearing while the engine is running. The high side of the oil cup of 
the Xantho engine is placed on the connecting rod side of the big-end 
bearing which indicates the engine must have run clockwise to enable the 
oil cup to pick up the oil from the suspended wick or oil pipe. This is 
opposed to anti-clockwise direction which was normal for Penn Trunk 
Engines in single screw ships, and which was indicated by the wear plates 
being normal for the Xantho engine when in the gun boats. This point was 
finally fixed when we were examining the montage of photos of the 
Xantho wreck lying on the seabed and it was observed that the three 
bladed propellor definitely ran right handed or clockwise when looking at 
the propellor. Thus the SS Xantho was going ahead under her own steam, 
her engine was actually running in the reverse direction. With a large 
trunk engine running in reverse for long periods there would have been 
problems with excessive wear between the lower half of the circumference 
of the piston and the cylinder bore. However, in the SS Xantho the engine 
was only auxiliary to sail and would only have been used to get 
intermittently and as she only had a short life on the West Australian coast 
before being wrecked, any wear in the engine would be minimal. 



The next item of interest which absorbed a fair amount of thought in the 
early days of the discovery of the SS Xantho is the exhaust steam feed 
water heater which was recently removed from the Xantho wreck and is 
now in the tank of water with the Xantho engine so any immediate 
research is not possible. We now think the exhaust steam feed water heater 
was an after thought fitted by Mr Stewart of Glasgow when the X antho 
was converted from paddlewheel propulsion steam propulsion. Our reason 
for this line of thought is that the feed water heated exhaust steam supply 
pipe takes steam from the main exhaust pipe on top of the engine from a 
point 6 1/8 inches below the main exhaust steam pipe discharge flange. 
There is not any boss on the main exhaust pipe to point to receive the feed 
water heat exhaust steam supply pipe and this pipe was fitted with a curved 
flange to suit the radius of the main exhaust steam pipe. A canvas joining 
coated with thread lead was fitted to get a good seal between the two faces. 
If the fitting of the exhaust steam feed water heaters had been a permanent 
feature of John Penn and Sons Crimean War gun boat trunk engines when 
they were in mass production, wee feel sure that Penn would have cast a 
boss on the main exhaust steam pipe to get a good flat jointing surface for 
the flange on the exhaust steam feed water heater of pipe. 
The next item for research and investigation on the Xantho engine was the 
engine driven auxiliary pumps driven forward end of the crank shaft. 
While engine driven auxiliary plunge pumps were not unusual at any time 
in marine engineering history and even though the method of driving the 
plunger pumps bears some resemblance to the Scotch yoke drive. In this 
case it is quite unorthodox in that the crank arm and crank pin with the 
solid die-block or the scotch yoke drive has been replaced with an 
eccentric and two loose slippers bearing against the yoke faces. We do not 
think these pumps were supplied as part of the original equipment for the 
Xantho engine by Penn as they had to build 60 or 70 engines as part of the 
contract and the driving eccentric has a boss cast on the backside of it 
which allows the eccentric to overhang the end of the crank shaft by 3 
inches. Now if Penns supplied this as part of the equipment, we feel certain 
that they would extend the crank shaft and fit proper keys and made a good 
job of it. With the large eccentric a 2 loop slipper box of this drive 
compared with the single crank pin and the single solid die-block with a 
scotch yoke drive there would have been high frictional losses depending 
on the revolutions and the load on the pumps as the clearance could not 
have been maintained between the two slippers, at anyone time if one 
slipper was out it would be working down between the eccentric and the 
yoke frame causing high frictional losses. In this case use of an eccentric 
and slippers instead of a crank pin, crank arm and a die-block increases the 
inefficiency of an already inefficient drive. 

Finally in examining the engine framework within the ship, it was noticed 
that there were further engineering anomalies not conducive to the 
efficient running of the vessel. 

Normally in iron and steel steamships once the engine base line has been 
decided upon a system of girders built up of plates and angle irons were 



built up from the frame of the ship to the base line and the engine was sat 
on this with the girders coinciding with, coming under bearing, engine 
bearers or main bearings.' 

In the case of the SS Xantho, these were seen to be flimsy and poorly 
constructed appearing much smaller in size and without any of the 
indications of strength that we would expect from such supports. 112 

112Mr Miller died before completing this section and the words in italic are a personal communication to 
me. 
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