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INTRODUCTTION

Extremely little is kunown of the day to day existence
of the stranded community on Batavia's CGraveyard
(Beacon Island). Where did they live? What did they
subsist on? and, in general, how did they cope with

their environment?

To adequately answer these questions would
require a major archaseclegical excavation, but prior to
such undertakings archﬂeﬁlngists generally conduct a
test excavation to determine the range of data available

for analysis and interpretation. The test results are

then used to formulate a research = ttuteg}"ﬁ&- the rnom eyenVaTION.

This brief paper presents the results of a test

excavation on Beacen Island. It is hoped the results

will <uable future excavators to appreach the island
with a firmer understanding of the problems and
potentials of the area and allow them to pursue the

answers to the guestions described above.



TEST TRENCH "

On Februory 9, 11, 16 & 20 of 1974 a trench designated Test Trench 11 was
excavated in the sondy interior of the Southeast portion of Beacon lsland.
This area had been selected for three reasons:
1. Qccassional pot sherds un;i metal artifacts hove roportedly been
found there.

2. The flat, sandy surface may hove been a preferred camping area
for the survivors,

3. The crea is presently protected by o dense growth of shrubs.
It was hoped this would have protected the deposil from recent
humen and natural disturbance. -

The excavoled trench consisted of six meter squares (designated 1-6). The first
explofolory squures, | & 2, were excavated in arbitrary levels, and the remain-
ing four, 3-4, dug according lo the natural stratigrophy. The stratigraphy
consisted of:
1. a surfoce of loose white sand and humus.
2. o layer of brown, compact sand mixed with guane.
, 3. o sterile underlying strate of coral rubble with o sand fill.

RESULTS

Beacon lsland is the breeding ground for several colon‘es of migrating seo birds,

including the muttonbird or wedge tailed sheaiwater (Puffinus pocificus), The

mutton bird, charocteristically, burrows inte the sand to moke sublerranean nests.
Test Trench ¥1 revealed how the birds burrow down through layer 1, tunnel
horizontclly through loyer 2, and then enlarge the end of the tunnel into a
chomber for their nests. From on orchaeological point of view, the effect of the
30em deep burrows on an equally deep deposit like Beacon Island's is disosterous.
For example, to line their nests the birds will bring fersicn items into the
burrows, Hence in the excavation, bits of modern English lenguage newspapers

were found in close proximity to mushker balls,
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HIDDEN

The greatest impact the muttonbird burrows have had is on the evaluation of
midden materials. Few food remains, with any certainty, can be attributed

to human subsistance and none can be directly llnked to the Batavia incident.

Not only have the burrows confused the stratigraphic sequence, but the birds
have also transported considerable fish remains in to the nests. These fish
rcmains, the skeletons of muttonbirds that have died in their burrows, and

egy shells are found at the same depths where midden dating from the Batavia

would be expected to be found,

A noteworthy presence in the midden sample are the disarticulated skeletons

of several seals. Their significance is not yet certain.



ARTIFACTS

Table | consists of a complele inventory of artifacts recovered in the excavetion
of tes! trench 1. Presented kelow is o discussion of the more interesting and
noteworthy finds. Excluded from the discussion are the severely corroded and

amorphous bits of metal from which litlle information could be gleaned.

GLASS
Glass moterials consisted of 4 small fragments of bottle glass.

3-of these frogs were flat and the fourth, o curved piece, wos probably from
the neck of a botile, All are heovily patinated, but moy have been eriginally

a slightly frosted or ‘translucent gloss.

BONE

A fragment of o bone or ivory comb, one side of which has
teeth for the regular grooniing of hair, while the other side has tiny, narrowly

gopped, teeth for the removal of parasites from the scalp,

- A mammal rib that exhibits butchering marks, Identification of

the species is pending.

LITHIC

One of the most Interesting ortifacts is a flake of black flint
or chert. Along one edge of the flake minute percussion floking wos noted.
The author wos able to duplicate this edge domage by shriking o flint agoins!
an fren point. This produced noticeable sparks. Hence the flint was possibly

used in canjunction with iron and tinder in a fire—starting kit,

Ancther lithic find was a woler worn pebble of a type that

does nol naivially eccur on Bzccon liland. It's funclion is rot known.

BRASS
Two buckles, one of which is the shos Iype, ond the other is

from what 1g modernly colled a 'Sam Brown Pelt',



LEAD

A thin, flof, roughly squore picce of lead, probably used a3
a weight in measuring small quaniities on a balancing scale. Though this one
is unodorned, often times the exoct weight of the piece wos etched into the

surface of the lead.

0

CERAMICS
The twelve decorated polsherds represented the fragments of

of least two similarly decorated pots. The decoration being a white back-
ground with blue bands below the lip and above the bose. The mid-section
being filled with o blue and bumnt orange floral pattern. Similar pottery has

been raised from the wreck and identified os 'majolico orberellos' of drug jars,

’ . Also found were three sherds of plain, white, glazed ware

(possibly porcelain).

MUSKET BALLS

The five musket balls were all mode of leod and shared the
same cdiometer of 1.45 ¢m. The size of the balls compares closely with ones
found on the wreck site, though the ship conlained balls of several different

diometers and types.

BEADS

All of the beads discovered in the excavation were amber-
coloured and mode of either glass or resin.  The technique used to make them
probably to allow o teardrop of gluss or resin to suspend until it hardens and
then to break it off just above the bulbous part of the drop. This hypothesis
is supported by the fracture morks on one side of each of the beads. The
beads were then probably drilled with a hand-held bhow drill,  Such tosls were
used by the Dutch to drill pearls in the 1600's (Luiken 1694, p.81), and it

con be essumed similor apparatus were used to bore beads.
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Description
I

musket ball

LU

gloss frog
majolica sherd

bead

butchered bone

majolica sherd

bead

n
majolica sherd
glass frag
iron nail
fron nail

iron nail

. porcelain (?) sherd

brass buckle

bead

iron nail

bead

metal trimming (?)

metal frogment (7?)

fragments of iron ring

Provenience
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n
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SUMMARY
This Lost excavation has reveasled & range ef artifocts that closnly

corresponds to material found associated with the Batavia wreck. Tho
majolica pottery, the brass buckles, the musket bzlls, ahd the lesd weight
erae idontical to items raised from the wrsck site. This evidence roinforces
the bolief that :escon lsland was the 'Batavia's Craveyard' deccribed in
Pelszart's journal.

The grestest obstacle sncountered in thiﬂ_study was eveluating the
food remaings. The fact the deaposit had literally been riddled by
shearwaters made it diffieult to determine whebthar the remsins were the
rasult of human sctivity or natural deposition.

The results of this study == including artifacls, midden, photecraphs,
sketches, and writton desecriptions == will be kept on permanent Tileg in
the Marine Archesology Depsertment of the W.A.Museum,
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