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Executive Summary

In 1983, an investigative studywas undertaken by Graeme Henderson (now the Director, Western Austratian Mariume
Museum} (Henderson, 1984) with the aim of examining the sea-bed in the area where HMS Sirius was wrecked and
assessing the significance of any remains, The feasibility of recovering material for research and display was also to be
considered, so oo the significance of items previously raised from the wreck. Based on the recommendations, a
submission was made o the Australian Bicentennial Authority for funding to proceed with a comprehensive maritime
archaeclogical and historical investigation into the loss of the principal naval consort to the First Fleet

In 1985, the HMS Sirus Project was officially launched as an Australian Bicentennial Authority Projectand the first
major fieldwork season was undertaken ar Norfolk Island under the direction of Graeme Henderson, Drawing
expertise from as many representative States and Territories as possible, the expedition team was supported by the
Norfolk Island Government and the local communiry. A second fieldwork season, in 1987, was again funded by the
Australian Bicentennial Authority. A third, in 1988, was coordinated by the Norfolk Island Governmeniand atracted
funding from British Airways as a major sponsor, with generous support from Air New Zealand and East-West Airlines;
and, many other Commaonwealth and State organisations, local businesses and so on. Captain Tom Morton, then
Commander of the present HMS Sirfus made the ship available in Sydney tor the launching of The Sirius Past and
Present, a book written by Graeme Henderson and Myra Stanbury as part of the Bicentennial Sirfus Projecl. A plaque
commemorating the vessel's loss was also unveiled by His Grace the Duke of Norfolk on the foreshore at Kingston,
opposite the wreck site.

In 1990 a commemorative expedition was organised by the Norfolk Island Government to celebraie the
bicentennial of the wrecking of the Sinuson 19 March 1790, and o undertake various work as outlined in the Plan
of Management for the wreck, wreck site and relics ratified by the Commonwealth Department of the Arts, Sport, the
Environment, Tourism and Territories (DASETT) and the Norfolk [sland Government. On this occasion, the Sirius
Maritime Museum was officially opened, on 19 March 1994, by FHis Excellency the Governor General, Bill Hayden.

This report has been compiled in fulfilment of the HMS Sinus 2002 Expedition Project Brief. The Project was
directed by Nigel Erskine, Director, Norfolk Island Museums, and Delegate of the Commonwealth Minister for the

Environment and Heritage (DEH).

Part 1 deals with the registration and preliminary identification of artefacts raised from the 2002 excavations in the
Slaughier Bay lagoon.

Part 2 deals with the 2002 Audit of the Simusartefact collection as per the Plan of Managemenu (Specific details are
included in a supplement to this volume: see Stanbury & Evans, 2002, 'HMS Sirur Expedituon 2002 Audit
Supplement’.) The following recommendations are made with respect 1o issues discussed in this section.

RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that:

Storage
* Ifthe cabinet is located in the mezzanine area, objecis should be arranged in the cabinet so as to facilitate easy

visual inspection.

* [In view of the recenty observed corrosion problems, inspection and moniloring of the artefacts should be
undertaken at more frequent intervals (i.e. at intervals other than the designated audit inspections).

» Care must be taken o ensure that fragile objects are stored in protective boxes, clearly labelled ‘Fragile’ and with
handling instructions.

* Some objects would be better stored in siackable containers.

Muintenance
* General cleaning sirategies be improved either with the use of more effective cleaning aids and/or on a more

regular basis to avoid build up of dust and potential infestation,
* Regular fumigation schedules be maintained to limit the incidence of silverfish and other insect infesution.

Environment
* T"and RH monitoring be continued in cases containing sensitive materials,
* Foamsealsalong the perspex edges of the show cases be checked and renewed, if necessary, to improve the internal

show case environment.



» Individual, sealed display units be fabricated for highly sensitive materials e.g. the grape shot and Maravédis coin,
to provide additonal buffering.

Smxyf_l.»:-msmnn

* Heavyabjects on ‘open display’ be securely supporied to avoid any movement, either of the object or the support

on which it is mounted.
»  Smaller objects on "open display’ should be secured either by individual perspex housings or by being securely

fastenped 1o the base mount in a suitable fashion.
* A review of the galiery lay-out should be carried out with a view to improving visitor access and reducing injury,/

damage liabilities to persons and artefacs.

Conservation
* Objects undergoing chemical conservation weatment should be

(a) safely stored and labelled; and
{b) re-located 1o an appropriate venue where potential hazardous risk is minimised, appropriate warning signs are

in situ, and there is access to proteclive work-safe apparel and equipment lor dealing with accident or emergency
situations.
» Asuitable plan will need 1o be putin place for reating/ re-treating copper alloy objects 1o ensure their Jong-term

preservation and accessibility for research and exhibition purposes,
* The on-going conservation problem with cast iron ohjects will need to be addressed.

Part 3 addresses the issue of a web site strategy for the Sinusin reladon to Environment Australia's working document.

RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended thae

* Discussion take place between the Norfolk Island Commonwealth Delegate, Environment Ausiralia (Lynden
Ayliffe, coordinator of the Working Party), the NSW Heritage Office (David Nutley) and the WAMM (Myra
Stanbury/Jeremy Green, member of the Working Party) to discuss the most appropriate options; and

*  Based on the ouicome of the above discussions, the WAMM will assistin the prepariation of necessary text, images,
or other information.

Part 4 reviews some of the operadonal aspecis of the Plan of Management HMS Sirius, wreck, wreck site and relics.

RECOMMENDATIONS
ILis recommended that

Artefart collection: slovage
* The artefact collection should be organised so as to [acilitate access 1o bona fide researchers and allow easy visual

inspection of ahjects Lo monitor their condition.

de Jor regular nwmmnng af the collection
* Regular monitoring of the collection needs to be maintained to detect conservation problems.

* The University of Canberra (Conservation of Culwral Materials Program, Division of Science and Design) be
approached with a view to assessing whether some of currently identified conservation work (i.e. small copperalloy
objects) could feasibly be undertaken as supervised Graduate Intern projects.

* A conservation programme be implemented (or the treatment of large copper alloy objects which have not
previously undergone basic de-salinaton (reatment,

SECurily
* The security and stabilicy of portable objects on ‘open display’ be investigated.

Callection Management
* The Sinusdatabases be cross-checked prior to establishment of the Commonwealth National Artefact Database;

and
* The pracucality of establishing a Local Area Nemwork berween the Sirtus Maritime Museum and the Research

Centre be investgated.
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Interpretation

* Funding be sought to enable

(a) a professional exhibition design plan o be developed and costed for the St Mariime Museum; and,

{b) forastaged implementation of the plan should the 1otal cost exceed the inital funding allocation.

* Anapplication be made to the Australian National Maritime Museum under the Project Support Scheme fora NI
Museum saff member to gain experience in museum exhibition and design pracuces.

Future funding for on-sile work

* (Given the logistical and risk management issues of working on paris of the main Sirfus wreck site (and also on the
inshore reef areas), any futre archaeological work on the Sirus site needs o be carefully reviewed in terms of:

{a}  the research quesdons being addressed and the poiential for these to be answered;

(b)  appropriate risk management and diving strategies for both the ouside reef and inner reef areas; and

(¢}  the implications for the Norfolk Island community in terms of the Memorandum of Understanding and the

on-going management ol the site and the collections.

Site management and environmental studies

* The investigation of the effect of sea urchins on i situ shipwreck anefacts needs to be reassessed in terms of:
(a)  the current status of monitoring;

(b} procedures for monitoring the effect on (ragile objects and /or specific areas of the wreck site; and

{c) theinvestigation of any biological controls that may assist in retarding the colonisation of these organisms on

artefacts, iron objects especially,

Sile imspection
* Regular site inspection as per the exisung Plan of Management should be maintined and reported upon,
including the underwater and above water plagues.

Recorids collection: Photographs
* The photwgraphic collection remain in the environmentally controlled storage facility at the WAMM; and
¢ Photographic services/requests as indicated above continue w be met through the WAMM.

Records eollection: Artefact drounngs

= A folio of dyeline and/or photocopy prints be compiled for reference in the WI Museum Research Centre; and/
or

s ACDconuining the scanned catalogue images be produced (or research access (with copyrightapproval of AIMA
as the publishers). (This would avoid problems associated with the storage of large format drawings which need

io be stored in [lat map cabinets.)

Protection, recovery and accessibility of further material

* Persons in possession, custody or control of Sinusmaterial (as registered in the NI Registration Series ) be issued
with a Registration Certificate and a levter reconfirming their obligations with respect to this material under the
provisions of the Commonwealth Historic Shifrnsrecks Act 1976 if this has not already been done.

* Adwvice be sought from other State delegates with regard o any other Sirfws material that may have been declared
10 them during the Commonwealth Historic Shipwrecks Anmesty 1983-04, its nature and whereabouts, so that a

record can be compiled for research purposes.

Myra Stanbury

Department of Maritime Archaeology
Weslern Australian Mariime Museum
Cliff Sueer, FREMANTLE WA 6160
July 2002
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Project brief

As the designated ‘Registrar’ for the 2002 Sirius Project, the allocated brief was as follows:

Registrarion of artefacis;

Audit inspection of Sirius collection;

Assist in inibating a Sirius web site; and

Assist in revision of a Plan of Management for the Sirius site.

This reporioutlines the work undertaken with respect Lo the above brief together with provisional recommendations
where appropriate, Given the time constrainis at Norfolk Island lor implementing the various Project tasks there was
insufficient dme to fully discuss the issues relating to a Sinus web site and the revisions to the Plan of Management.
The recommendations made in regard to these, therefore, should be treated as 'draft’ recommendations for
discussion with appropriate personnel and stakeholders.

HMS Sirfus 2002 Expedition team members. Phow: Patrick Baker, Western Australisn Maritime Muzseum,
From left wo righe: Pacrick Baker, Myra Stanbury, Adam Lewls, Libby Evans-lllidge and Peter Nlidge (foreground),
Kevin Hubbard, Coleman Doyle, John Clarke, Sally Erskine and Migel Erskine.
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Summary of visit to Norfolk Island 9-24 March 2002, HMS Sirius Expedition

Sawrday 9 March: Depart Perth Airport Qantas flight
QF 580 a1 12.10 p.m. Arrive Sydney Domestic Terminal
7.06 p.m. Overnightat Sydney Airport Motel, 33 Levey St,
Arncliffe,

Supday 1 March: Depart Sydney International
Terminal Norfolk Jet Express Aight YE 343 at 2.10 p.m.
Arrive Norfolk Island 5.10 p.m. Met at airport by Nigel
Erskine and taken to Kingston Holiday Accommodation,
Rooty Hill Road, Kingston, Norfolk Island.

Introduced to other members afthe expedition team.
Briefing from Nigel Erskine, Project Director, following
dinner. Team members who had arrived from Queesland
on Friday {and the previous week) had already organised
the diving logistics and commenced work in Slaughter
Bay lagoon. Jimmy Tavener dropped by to renew
acquainance,

Monday 11 March: Nigel ook Patrick Baker and myself
to the Sirius Maritime Museum (SMM) to organise the

collection audit and photography. Introduced to Arthur
Evanswho will assist with the audit during the forthcoming
week as his schedule permits. (T had meu Arthur briefly
when he came to Fremantle to spend some time in the
Western Australian Museum (WAM) Department of
Materials Conservation and Restoration as part of a
training programme for Norfolk Island Museum s&adf in
2000.)

Archive {acid free) boxes containing the Sinusariefacts
were relocated from the mezzanine storage (o the spare
work room adjacent to the display gallery. PowerBook
computer set up in the same room. Prior 1o the opening
ofthe Museum at 11.00 a.m., had a tour of the galleryand
briefly checked objects in the display cases (see following
report) while Patrick worked out how to use the PC
computer in the SMM office and the Norfolk Island
Museum Sony digital camera.

Arthur drew attention 10 two daa-loggers in the Sirius
instrument case {one from the inscrument case and one
from the Sinusiron shotcase) which were being monitored
as they had been giving slightly different readings to the
data logger in a new ship model case made from Norfolk
Island pine. The temperature and relauve humidity
readings in this case were lower than the wwo click-lock
type cases.

Finished work at 4.45 p,m. in order to attend the play
"Trial’ at the Pier Store, This was written by Peter Clarke,
author of the book Hell and Paradise on the initiative of
Nina Stanton the previous Director. Itis performed twice
weekly, is well antended and provides revenue for the
Norfolk Island Museum. The play has wavelled to Sydney
and other venues.

Tuesday 12 March: am. Patrick and 1 dizscussed the

format for our joint public 1alk based on the slides we had
available. After Patrick had made his selection [ returned
to Seabury House to prepare my talk and slides. Remainder
of the day spent at the SMM.

7.80 p.m. Public talk aithe Pier Store: Nigel, Libby llidge,
Paurick and myself. About 40 people attended, including
Mike Simpson, finder of the spectacle plate; Neil and
Judy Tavener; Norfolk Istand Musewm siafl and other
residents,

Wednesday 13 March: Museum closed to visitors all day.
Arthur conducting guided rours. Created a new FileMaker

Pro layout from the Siriusdatabase named ‘Audit Layout’
with new audit fields. Edited yesterday's entries before
beginning on new boxes.

p.m. Soried out boxes with small artefacts into sequental
numbers to make it easier to check off groups of similar
types of objects on the database.

6.00 p.m. Datallogger in inscrument case (Case # 6):
26.6°C and 61% RH

Thursday 14 March: am. Shopping trip with Arthur.
Purchased a microfibre glass cleaning clothand microfibre

general cloth for cleaning the show cases (these allow
cleaningwithout theuse of chemical agents); a *dustbuster’
for cleaning inside the show cases (some of which had
evidence of silverfish infestation and cobwebs from other
insects); some sample laser parchment paper in assorted
colours to test colour scheme for labels; a cutter; nylon
fishing line {for tying labels to artefacts in storage); and
an Artline marker pen. The following were not available
on the island:

Rotring/Pelican drawing ink (black or white); or
Mapping or other pens suitable for marking artefacs,
RBuled matt cutting board.

Hand bevel cutier,

Commenced boxes 10, 11 and 12,

pm. Lunch at the Museum café,

Continued with the boxes. Logged the material on loan
to the Australian Nadonal Maritime Museum (ANMM)
although numbers of items are not clearly specified on
SMM list. Also, at least one object said to be on loan to the
Museum of Sydney (MOS) was in factin a box. Maybe the
two items lent were returned some time ago. Needs 1o be
checked.
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Problems noted with condition ol copper alloy objects.
5till about 10 boxes to gol

At 6.00 p.m.—data-loggers in Case § showing T® 26°C
and RH 60%; the ship model case is T® 26.6°C and RH

55 %,
To do:

=  Check who donated the bronze bilge pump.

* Checkwhether people holding Simusmaterial in their
possession or custody were issued with any certificates
during the 1993,/94 Historic Shipwrecks Amnesty.
Check material raised from Slaughter Bay lagoon.
Send Fax or Email to Vicki Richards re copper alloy
ohjects,

7.30 p.m. Public talk at Pier Store; Nigel Erskine on the
Pitcairm project.

Friday 15 March: Checked items in instrument case (#6)
and reorganised the display. Added a few more small
instrument-related objects to the display. Pantograph
label eaten bysilverfish. Needs re<doing, Moved the grape
shot 1o the iron shot case and put a dam-logger in there.
Vaccumed and cleaned both show<cases,

Patrick photographed the objects (not the rudder
chains.

Points to note:

» All objects recovered by non-Sirfus Project people
need acknowledgements on labels.

= Too much space tken up in show cases by solid
cenualsupport. Perspex plinths and/or block supports
wotld make the display appear much more ‘open’
and provide more flexibility for arranging objects,

Cleaned the Bountycauldron case and putthe cauldron
section from the Sirfusin there 1wo. No back 10
case 50 dust, insects etc. get inl Although the open back
is ser against the wall it is not secure.

Checked more boxes. Lunch at Seabury House,
p-m. Continued checking boxes.

Saturday 16 March: a.m. Checked one more box. Arthur
notat work today,

p-m. Stayed at Seabury House and did some drawings of
objects raised from the lagoon. Pawuick waking object
photos, Some of the glass and ceramics definitely look
fater than the Sinus,

p.m. Dinner courtesy of [im and Louise Tavener.

Sunday 17 March: am. Barbeque breakfast ar Cook's

Memaorial.
p.m, Team inspection of the Second Seltlement silos on

the kill behind Kingsion Appartments.

p.m. Barbeque dinnerat Arthurand Kerry Evans' (and
daughter Evie, 4 years) at Steele’s Point,

Monday 18 March: am. Finished the sheathing nail
boxes.

Lunch at the calé, Geoff Bennew (former Norfolk Island
Minister) called by to renew acquaintance.

p.m. Completed the copper sheathing/ivon nails/pigs
etc. Some things clearly not located (7 where).

Went to the Norfolk Island Museum (NIM) research
centre to check emails. No reply yet from Vicki Richards.
Checked on Samuel King—ithe name on the fragment of
copper sheathing handed in to Robert Vamam—in Gillen,
M., 1989, The founders of Australia(see Appendix 4).

Tuesday 19 March: a.m, Called to see Gaye Evans (former

Minister)-now Secretary to the Chief Minister.

Gaye drove me to the Pier Store/Reseach Centre to cawch
up with Patrick; we then went to Kingston to see Tom
Lloyd who, together with his wife Timmy, produce the
local newspaper. Tom is now B5| Patrick and T had our
photograph taken by the hibiscus bush and carried some
of Tom's wonderful avocados back with us. Arranged for
Tom to come and see the artefacts and do an interview at
the Kingston Accommodation.

Back to the boxes|

p.m. MetTomat 1400 for photographs and tape interview
(see The Norfolk fslander, 37,17: 18-20). Tom recalls that
asachild he wentto 'Tkey Bataille's’ Kingston Appartments
for the Summer holidays, Istanders sill holiday at Emily
Bay under the Norfolk pines during the summer.

Back to the boxes|
T30 pm. Public lk at the Pier Store by Peter Ilidge
and Coleman Doyle on Panderaand Papua New Guinea

WWII wrecks.

Dinner at Jim and Louise Tavener's (and Lexy, 3 yrs)
together with their 1our group.

Wedne 0 :am. Wentwith Arthur to the Tier
Store basement o check the cannon balls under re-
wreatment and check if there were any other Sirfus items
there. Continued to the Airport to check objects on
display in the new cabinets, (The departure/arrival area
has been refurbished since my last visit and there are a
number of cabinets with displays advertising the natural,
historical and cultural features of the island.) Mosdy OK
except for copper alloy bolts 51 33 and 51 1656 which show
small signs of corrosion. Miminal interpretative
information about the Sirfusin the show case. Continued
with the audit while Arthur conducted a tour.

11.00 a.m. Gave a talk about the Siriusto a tour group at
the Sirtus Museum. Patrick giving a walk 1o the marine
science class (John Fisher) at the High School.



pam. Checked the lead serap and other material stored
under the display cases. Checked 1937 list for material
not located at that andir. Registered copper fragments
and miscellaneous copper alloy fasienings with no
numbers. Drafted up Excel sheets to record the artefacts
raised from the laguon.

Ballast pig located close to the reef raised today. (No
pre-disturbance corrosion potential measuremenits taken
to compare with ballast pigs previously raised and treated. )

p.-m. Fish-fry barbeque at Seabury House for people
who had assisted in various ways with the expedition.

Thursday 21 March: a.m, Recorded two rows of ice-cream

container artefacts (survey locations 217-262).

Visited the Nordolk Island Archaeclogical Museum en
route 1o Sirius Mariome Museum while Arthur conducted
his "Tag Along" wour. No sign of the unlocaied copper
sheathing, glass bottle top or other Sus objects in the
storage cupboards identfied by Nigel, nor in display
cabinets.

Entered the 2002 artefact data onto the Excel sheets.

John Fisher, the new marine sciences teacher at the
school, brought three students o the Museum and we
talked about the Sinus objects, sea-bed topography and
differential preservation, electrolysis eic, They will go to
Seabury House to see the material raised this expeditdon,

p.m. Visited the Bounty Folk Museum o check items
previously located at that venue (see following report).
Karl Davies sold the Museum and the contents some time
ago. Many of the objects were only "on loan’ from
islanders.

Arthur spoke to several swdents who are going to
enter an hisiorical essay competition and were interested
im writing about the Sirius.

Returned to house early (¢ 4.00 p.m.) to finish
recording the 2002 artefacts and 10 be available in case
the high school student came by alter school. Tidied up
ele.

7.30 p.in. Public talk at the Pier Store by Adam Lewis and
John Clarke to outline the surveying, magnetometer and
metaldetecting procedures used during the present
expediton. Attended by « 3040 people. A few public
questionsabout the effectsof the *dredging’ were answered
Lo satisfaction.

Friday 22 March: a.m. Dive team to the site westof the HMer
{Site 5). Entered rest of 2002 artefact data onto Excel
database on the SMM computer. Nearly to end when it
crashed and I lost all the mormning's eniriesl Asthur
continued with it while Pawick and [ ook some time ofl.
Went on the Clysedale horse Lrip with "Culla’ and Peter
Evans. Had a lovely wip up Stockyard Road to Steele’s
Point,

L< 2

The Queensland team leaving this evening. Everyone
tidying up and returning gear. All the artefacts had been
removed Lo Nigel's house so will not be able 1o do any
more drawing,

Saturda : am. Corrected Arthur's entries;
updated '"Not Located' list; Conservation list etc, Copied
all documenis onto Aoppy disk to transter to Nigel's
machine and mine. Patrick found that he could use the
card from the digital camera o wansfer files o my
computer. Short visit to town o do some shopping.

p-m. Lunchat Seabury House. Contacted Franklin Randall
who assisted with the fabrication of the first gun carriage.
Shortdrive to tryand locate the place we stayed atin 1990,
Back to the Sirus Museum to complete glass arefact
photography. 5.00 p.m. packed up and headed back to
Seabury House.

Dinner at Nigel and Sally's. Patrick back to the Research
Centre at the Pier Store to try to retrieve lost files.
Facked bags ready for departure.

Sunday 24 March: a.m. Briel conversation with Nigel re

the Management Plan revision. Will need to communicate
by Email re this.

Departed Norfolk Island Norfolk Jet Express flight YE
344 at 10.50 a.m.

Arrived Sydney International Terminal 1.10 p.n.
Deparied Sydney Domesdc termninal Qantas flight QF
583 at 7.20 p.m.

Arrived Perth 8.10 p.m.; Fremantle at 10.00 p.m.
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PART 1. Registration of artefacts recovered from 2002 excavations

The following artefacts were recovered during the 2002 Sinws project. Descriptions are based on provisional
examination prior to any conservation treaunent, chemical and/or other scientific analyses, or dewiled comparison
with other material cultural remains which may assist in more accurate identificaiion and determination of date of
manufacture orerigin. Where similar objects have been recovered orrecorded from previous Sinusprojects these have
been referred to. The main illustratve reference for comparison of Sirtus artefacts is Stanbury (1994}, HMS Sirfus
1790, An illustrated catalogue of artefacts recovered from the wreck site at Notfolk Island. Due o time constraints illustrations
were only made of a selected group of 2002 objecis. These are presented here with descnptive comment All the
artefacts were recorded photographically by Patrick Baker.,

Field No. Description Code Location
#

1 i Cannon ball Glb shot. 81 164

2 1 Cannon ball 181b shot. ai 164

3 1 Copper cauldron pisce: rivels on innar side of foldad adge,

Lg 308 mm; Wd 90 mm (max}. a2 217
d4 1 Trigger guard. Lg 137.5 mm. ¢f. NI 28 & 30 {Stanbury, 1924: B2, lig. 143}. 2 a7
5 i Tooth—horse ? 41 217
& 1 Terracoita fragment. 2 217
7 1 Keel staple, bronze 7 H! 125 mm; Wd 128 mm, 31 218
B T 219
8 2 Copper cauldron fragments: 1 a veriical seam w/ 4 rivets;

ona a plece w 2 rivals. a2 220
10 1 Trigger guard, ¢f. NI 28 & 30 (Stanbury, 1994: 82, fig. 143). a2 221
1 1 Triggar guard. cf. NI 29 & 30 (Stanbury, 1984: 82, fig. 143). 32 222
12 1 Trigger guard. cf. NI 28 & 30 (Stanbury, 1994: 82, fig. 143). 3z 223
131 Trigger guard, Lg 138.5 mm. ¢, NI 28 & 30 (Stanbury, 1934: B2, lig. 143). 3z 224
14 1 Butt plate, musket. az2 225
15 1 Butt plate, musket. 32 226
16 1 Bu plate, muskel. 132 x 48 x 1 mm. 2 227
17 1 Bull plala, pistol 7 Oi c. 50 mm. 32 228
18 i Uinid. fitting, copper alloy. H! 228; Hole di 7 mm; Th 3 mm, 32 229
19 i Copper band w/rvat. Lg 175 mm, Wd 21 mm; Th 7-2.5 mm. 32 230

Band w/ S-shaped profile. cf. SI 257 (Stanbury, 1984, fig. 55).
20 1 Unid. encrusted ring 7 ? 231
21 1 Copper strip, curved or bent, with tapered end. Lg 175 mm; Wd 5 mm (max). 32 232
2z 1 Brislle. Lg 45.5 mm. ¢l 51 328 & 365, 46 232
23 1 Copper strip, ereded. Lg 216 mm. cf 51 230, 32 233
24 1 Pulley coak, bronze. Ht 47, Quler di 55.5 (max); Bore 30 mm. 3 234
25 1 Ceramic flat base sherd, cream glaze, reddish clay (sarthenwara?) body.

Imprinted mark; WEDGWOQOD. 28 235
26 K| Caramic sherds {earthenware), cream glaze, no pattern or marks. 28 235
27 1 Rim sherd, transfer-printed earthenware. Geometric border pattern in dull

gresnish brown colour. ¢f Blue and white transter printed cup and saucer with

gimilar pattern In NIM archasological collection. 28 236
28 1 Bolile neck, ‘champagne' lype, light olive green; flat siring ring;

twizsting lines on neck. HI 137 mm; Rim di 28.5 mm; bore di 21 mm. 44 237
28 1 Boitle neck, bulged,dark gresn glass; rounded rim and down-teoled string ring.

Encrusted, Rim di 33 mm; bore di 20 mm. cf 51 152 {missing as at

March 2002 audit): see fig 85 in Stanbury, 1984, catalogue. 44 238
30 1 Bottle neck A/A; down-tocled string ring. 44 239
a1 1 Botile neck AJA, fm only. 44 239
az 1 Bottle neck, slight bulging; dowr-looled slring ring, more finely executed. 44 238
33 i Case botlle base, black’ glass, smooth basal push-up with faint +' (7}

Indicating pontil tool. Cf case bollles with cracked off pontils In NIM archaeology

collection, {(smooth basa with remains of pontil glass). 44 240
3 1 Cass bollle sherd, encrusied, 44 240
35 1 Pawter lid, circular, with sroded knop. D1 130 mm; Ht O/ 71 mm.
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¥-rayed. cf. silver butier dish in Bounty Museum,

Coppar sheathing nail, small. Lg 18 mm; Hd di 8 mm;

shank di 5 mm (max) al neck,

Waod pieces, matching; bevel edge on one side; Small, circular, nail hole
in the upper corner of ane piece. Possibly parl of a barrel stave.

Lg 53 mm; Wd 46.5 mm; Th & mm.

Dowel-shaped, eroded pisce of wood.

Bult plate, muskel. Lg 81 mm; Di. 28 mm {maux).

Filting, coppar alloy; possibly part of door knob to fil square shank.
Caramic sherd, earthenware, flat, similar to fragment marked ‘Wedgwood',
Ramrod pipe, musket. Lg 88.5 mm.

Pulley coak, bronze, part only, Fits w/ 248, (cf. Stanbury, 1994: 57, fig. 96.)
Pulley coak, bronze, part only. Ht 46 mm; Outer di (max) 58.5 mm;

Bore 25 mm. Fils w/ 245, (cf. Slanbury, 1994: 57, fig. 96.)

Trigger guard, copper alloy, part only. Lg 113 mm; Wd 12.5 mm.

Copper strap, part,w/astening holes. Possibly part af cauldron.

Lg 94 mm; Th 8 mm (max]); Hole di. 14 mm.

Copper piece w/ squared edge; 1 rivet and 1 part hole.

Lg 63 mm; Wd 38 mm; Th 2 mm. Rivet di. 17 mm.

Ramrod pipe, muskat,

Copper strip, curved, Lg 94 mm; Wd 18 mm; Th 3 mm,

Flat copper strip; square hole one end, circular the other.

Lg 97 mwn; Wd 18 mmy; Th 2mm; Sq hole 5 mm sq, round §.5. mm dl.
Gircular copper alloy object w/small rebate cut out from edge; central circular
cpening wiprctruding sleeve on one side. Di. 48 mm; Th 4 mm;

Rebate 8 mm; sieeve depth & mm; Hole di. 9 mm.

Caramic footrim sherd. 7 Eraded porcelain or sloneware,

Eroded, squarish plece of bronze. Possibly parl of gudgean or pintle.

52 x 40 % 33 mm

'Scabbard' lype object, possibly lead. Lg ¢. 20 mm; Wd c. 30 mm.

Lead sheathing lragmanl.

Lead sheathing piece, largs.

Piece of limber with longitudinal grain; bevelled end. Lg 180 mm; Wd 30 mm;
Th 12.5 mm.

Ceramic footrim sherd, cream glaze, 7 Stoneware,

Ceramic sherd, aarnhenware, flat, white crazed glaze.

Botile sherd, olive green, curved.

Bottle base, green glass; flal basal profile; conical push-up.

Glass sherd, flat, green w/vertical striallons from mould. cf. NIM examples
fram land excavations. See Stanbury, 1994: 53.

Ceramic sherd, cream glaze, fine erazing.

Horsa teath ?

Copper fragments.

§-shaped handla, Lead covered with copper, bull jointed to form seam.
Musket ball. Di. 17.5 mm. S shot between di 17-18 mm,

Unid copper fragmeni

Pale green, plate glass frags. Th 1 mm,

Him sherd Irom cup (?), earthenware. Cream glaze, cream body. Th 2.5 mm.
Unid hook-shaped, encrusted ohject.

Ramrod, very eroded. L.g 60 mm,.

Tooth—as olhars (see #64).

Sheathing nails {3+2 heads), Siustype, Lg 37 mm; Head di 14 mm.
Small sheaihing nail. Head di 8.5 mm Lg 40 mm; shank c. 4 mm*

Shank frag. Similar lo ebove. Shank 4 mm?,

Copper sheathing frags—one with 4 mm? hole.

Flint pebble baltast.

Muskel ball. Di 16 mm.

Muskst ball, ercded. Di 12 mm.

Lead sheathing frags.

Iron conglomerate? Boll head (7); + soft wood (?) frags.

Clench ring, panl Broad Arrow on one side. 01 40 mm / 22 mm; Th. 5.5 mm.
Bollle, hall from base. Dark olive green with abrupl heel.

{(May indicale use of a sabot.) Blusish opalescence an kick up indicates re-healing.

33

63
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3
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32
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254
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Ht 132 mm; Base Di 90 mm. of bottles from Cumberiand (1830}, WA
Terracofta sherd, thick.

Case bottle sherds with vertical mould striations visible on some sherds.
Pale green boltle shards.,

Thick agua-coloured, giass sherd,

Case boltle sherd.

Botlie neck, part.

‘Black’ glass bolttie sherd.

Cannon ball 8ib shot. DI 78° mm.

Blue/\White porcelain.

Blue, shell edge rim sherd, indented. cf NIM examples.

Blue / White porcelain sherd, man in boal.

Sama exporl cavetlo motif as other sherds.

Blua/Whila transier printed, double foolrim sherd, earthanware.
Linidl. sbject, Par of door latch (7) or Instrurmient,

Hi O/A 92 mm; Hole di 10 mm. cf. 252 (Fiald # 45)

Saltglaze stonewars jar Irags, brown mottle. Th 8-8 mm

cl. S| examplas S 80, 274, 383,

Blue shell edge rim sherd, earthenware.

Base sherd, white porcelain, deep foatrim. Possibly from bowl.
Footrim Ht 15 mm,

White linglaze Majolica or earthenware shard, possibly from Albarelio (cintmanl jar).

Unid. moulded, circular glass object, half only, dark green glass.
Lower parl appears o have been moulded as a screw lhread.

Battery call stopper (?); cf. pale green examples in Bounty Museum.
Case bottle base. Square indent with circle & mammelon in cenire ,
Dark alive green; some striaiions from the mouid evident on one sids.
&7 x 67 mm,

White porcelain base sherd.

Gase botlle wall sherd wi evidence of mould marks.

Flint pabble ‘Core'—i.e. looks as if it has been flaked, bul probably.
nalural breakage. No evidence of flaking piatfarm or bulb of percussion.
Biuafwhite band and line decoraled earthenware rim shard. 7 Cup.
Saltglaze stoneware sherds,

Blue shell edge cream earthenware sherds. Fine crazed glaze.

Bronze pulley coak par only. Ht 45 mm.

Cream earthenware plate sherd, double, indented foolrim, ¢. 260 mm di.
Flint pebbles.

Slate piece. Ly 116 mm (max); Wd 53 mm; Th. 3.5 mm,

Cream earihenware brim sherd, Possibly from oval-shaped baker.
Cream earthenwara cup sherd. Base Di 52 mm; foolrim HE 3 mm

Unid. capper rectangular plate with saveral clreular holes.

Broad Arrow on front surtace. 80 x 53 x 0.2 mm,

Hole di 3.5 mm—punched front to back.

White stoneware sherd with relie! decoration—lem leaves and flowers,
Probably saliglazed.

Blua/white, fine porcelain sherd. Th 2.5 mm.

Unid. melal objecl,

Iron fastening—head concreted, square (?) shank. Lg c. 175 mm.
'Black’ glass bottle sherds,

Iran nals—square shank. (a) Lg 81 mm; (b) La 40 mm

Lead fishing sinkers (modern}.

Oblong pebble.

Red band and line’ while earthenware plale rim sherd. cf Adelaide
Sieamship Company crockery from Fremantle Long Jetly.

Unid. clear glass, rounded sherd with flaltened circular area. Th 4.5 mm,
Conduclor glass ?

Thin strips of folded copper. Wd ¢. § mm.

Iron adze, par {fits wS00B). X-rayed.

Iten adze, part (fits W/S00A). X-rayed.
Iron ballast pig.

21
28

28

23/22
44

28
44

83

£8

284
295
295
296

2496
297

208
298
298

306
306

9004

0.5 m inshore
from 243.
8008
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... astheyare genermllywithoul reign marks they are virtaally

Ceramics

impossible 1o date with sulficient accuracy 1o be useful... One
Chinese export povcelain can only note that the later the piece the more sloppy the
A variety of ceramic sherds were recoveed during the painting. The pseudo-Chinese “willow pattern”...did not
2002 ProjecLexcavations. Among them were several white, appear before 1792 and became ncreasingly common in
and blue and white, Chinese export porcelain sherds America in the early years of the nineteenth century. The
exhibiting the wpical export cavetto border design {(see earfiest pieces were quite well done, though the border
Fig. 1). This decorative scroll and arrowlike design was ornaments were gverly fussyand tended 10 become blurred.
developed by the Chinese ¢ 173550 from paterns used Very soon, however, the house, tree, bost and bridge mouf
on the corners of 17th century Dutch tles and Meissen began to be applied 1o a heavier body that appears greenish-

prototypes (Mudge, 1089: 154, 155, figs 232 a-b). As gray through the glaze, roughly harched or sculedecorated,
Mudge (1989: 154) states:

The copying armelding of European with Eastern mouils by
the Chinese in o natural evolution of the original, whether
Western or Eastern (including Japanese), is the basic
pringiple of the Chinese export ceramic aesthetic,

That principle took effect shortly after the advent of
Westerners in China.

Similarcavetto border patterns are evident on Chinese
export wares from the Sydney Cove (1797) shipwreck (see
Staniforth £ Nash, 1998: 18, plate 11;26-27, ligs 10 & 11;
see also Noél Hume, 1982: 260, fig. B3). Noél Hume
(1982 261) comments on the frequency with which
underglaze blue porcelain is found on 18th century
colonial sites in America but adds that

!,e&% : Figure 3. Blue and white Chinese export porcelain from
! Gl% location F. Photo; Patrick Baker, WA Maritime
: 3% Muzeum.

; #

i

EE

Figure |. Caveuo border design {after Robert Williams in
Mudpe, 1989: 155, fig. 232c).

Figure 2. Section of blue and white Chinese export porcelain e
plate with caveuo border pattern (Field #/296),
Drawing: scale 1:2. Photo: Pawrick Baker, WA
Maritime Museun.

Figure 4. Caveuo section of blue and white Chinese export
porcelain plate (Field # 93/F). Drawing: scale 1:2.
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and the border was reduced 1o & wide band of blue, roughly
hitched with lines of a slighily darker blue... This ware, so0
commeon in the first thiry years or so of the nineteenth
century, is generally called "Canton”, from which port it was
shipped and where, in the second half of the eighteenth
century, much of the high-guality everglaze painting for
special Evropean orders had been executed. Slightly benter
quality versions of the same late blue and white wares
possessed border designs with daggers or spearheads below
the inner edge, a siyle known as "Nanking", as opposed Lo
those with mere swags, which are termed "Canton”. In
neither case were the wares made in these cities, all of them
apparently having been made in the kilns of Ching-té Chén.

The cavetto section of a plate (Field # 93/F) has part
of a ‘key-fret’ or ‘thunder pattern' border (Macintosh,
1977: 134-135), similar to the fragment recovered during
an earlier Sinusexpedition (see 51347 in Stanbury, 1994
45, g, GB).

English earthenwares

CREAMWARE
Several cream-coloured earthenware sherds were
recovered in 2002 which closely compare with a marked
sherd found earlier in the lagoon by Nigel Erskine. This
bears the imprinted mark "WEDGWOOD' with no
evidence ofa year cipher. Wedgwood was a 'perfectionist’
and strove to perfect existing standard wares (Godden,
1974 110},
Thecream-coloured earthenware bodywasin exisience
long before Wedgwood refined it and gave it the name
'‘Queen’s Ware'. As Godden states:

This light, clean-looking ware established his [Wedgwood's]
overseas markets and largely replaced the traditional
Continemal tinglazed earthenwares. Much of the early

Figure 5. Cream-colonred earthenware sherd with impressed
mark “WEDGWOOD on reverse. (Field # 25 /235,
Phate; Patrick Baker, WA Maritime Museum.

Figure 6. Tmpri nted ma.rk. "'.'\'EDG-'WGGD on cream-coloured
earthenware sherd Field # 25,/285. Photo: Patrick
Ruker, WA Maritime Museum,

Wedgwood ereamware was sent to Sadler of Liverpool to be
embellished with overglaze prinus.

Cream-coloured earthenwares were light in weighr,

‘had a thin guage and smooth lead glaze which withstood

chipping. [n England it replaced the saliglazed wares. ‘Tt
was the potter’s answer (o the expensive white porcelain
body’ (Godden, 1974: 140).

The imprinted mark is in uniform capiial letters, a
form used subsequentio the ‘upperand-lower' ¢ase mark
used during the 1780-98 period (Godden, 1974: 113). A
slight gap between the ‘WEDG' and "WOOD' (Fig. 6),
however, may indicate thar this piece was notmade by the
Wedgwood firm. Godden (1974: 130) notes thar:

John Wood of Burslem somewhat craftily took the middle
name Wedge or Wedg, enabling him to use the name-mark
WEDCWOOD with the stighrest gap beoween the two words,
Wood worked berween 1841 and 1864...

BLUE AND WHITE TRANSFER-PRINTED WARE

One blue mansfer-printed sherd (Fig. 7) has a Doral
‘pineapple’ borderand a central design showing the hind
legs of a cow. It has a double footrim. A plate (maker

Figure 7. Blue and white transfer-printed earthenware. Field
# 06,/297. Phowee Patrick Baker, WA Maritime
Museum. Scale in em.
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Figure 8. ‘Rnareshorough Castle, Yorkshire.” Pineapile Barder
Sertes. {Alter Coysh & Henrywood, 1984: 205. ) {Moie
hind legs of cow facing left.}

Figure 8. Transfer-printed earthenware rimsherd, Field #27/
286, Phowo: Patrick Baker, WA Manitime Museum,

unknown) with 3 central patern depicting
‘Enaresborough Castle, Yorkshire' and a ‘Pineapple
Border' is illustrated in Coysh and Henrywood (1984:
205; see Fig. 8) and could be a comparable design.

Following the Napoleonic Wars (1815-1835} there
was a boom in the manufacture of blue-printed
earthenwares and vast markets opened up in North
America, in Europe, India and other eastern countries;
the home market also expanded (Coysh & Henrywood,
1082; 10-11). Pauterns depicting British scenery were
popular and often derived from engravings by
contemporary artists.

By 1835 considerable advances had been made in
pouery techniques and colours other than blue were
used. The rimsherd illustrated in Figure 3 hasa geometie
border pattern in adull greenish brown, Asimilar pattern
in blue was noted on 4 cup and saucer from the Norfolk
Island archaeological collection, displayed in the
Archaeclogical Musenm,

BLUE SHELL EDGE WARE

Several sherds of cream-coloured earthenware with
moulded blue shell-edged decoration were also recovered
(see Fig, 10). The glaze on most examples was finely
crazed and the moulding well-defined.

Figure 10, Moulded blue shelledged crenm ware sherd. Fieldi
107/808. Photo; Patrick Baker, WA Mantime

Muszeum.



PART 1: REGISTRATION OF ARTEFACTS

Figure 11. White stoneware sherd with moulded relief
decoration. Field # 117, Scale in cm. Photo: Patrick
Baker, WA Maritime Museum,

Stomewares

In addition to several brown saliglaze stoneware sherds
similar to those recovered from the Sirfus wreck site (see
Stanbury, 1994: 53, fig. 86), a single sherd of white
stoneware with fern-lealand Nower decoragon was found
(see Fig. 11).

Glassware
‘Among the glass objects were examples of case bottle
fragments,incomplete ‘wine’ hotde remains, bottle necks
and sherds.
The lower partofa dark olive green wine bottle (Field
# 84/292) is the most complete bottle example (see Figs
12 and 13). Of partcular note is the abrupt heel, in
contrast (o the bulged heel of early forms of ‘wine' type
boules. The rounded, smooth basal profile appears w
show no indication of a ponul though the blueish
opalescence is a sign that the glass has been re-heated.
The Rattening around the heel, and the lack of an
obvious ponul mark, may indicate that the bottle has
been held in a holder while the neck and finish of the
bottle is completed. Since the earliest reputed date for
the use of holders is . 1840 (or the Late 1830s), this would
give 4 19th-century date for this bottle (see Jones, 1986
105}.
Similar bottle bases, showing evidence of the use of 8

four-pronged holder, have been recovered from the
Cumberland lost off the Western Australian coast on a

13

sl

Figure 12. Glass boule. Field # 84/292. Photo: Patrick Baker,
WA Maritime Museum. Scale in-cm,

Figure 18, Glass bottle. Field # 84,202, Scale 1:2,

return voyage from New South Wales to Bombay in 1830
{see Henderson, 1980) . (Thisshipwascarrying dripsiones
identified as having been made from Norfolk Island
stone: see Sanbury & MacLeod, 1988.)
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Figure 14. Boute neck. Ficld # 28/237. Scale 1:2.

The boule neck shown in Figure |4 has a lattened,
applied, string ring and evidence of twistng lines in the
neck. It is similar to ‘champagne’ style bottles from the
Elizabeth (1839} (see Henderson, 1980: 158-60}) and the
Sepia (1898) (see Cairns & Henderson, 1995: 300-303).

.-'-"I- -‘"-‘a :{L;': 5 -:

Figure 15, "Wine' or 'beer’ bottle neck. Field & 20/258. Scale
1:2,

Several rim fragments similar to the boule neck
illustrated in Figure 14 were recovered. The short, bulged,
dark green glass neck has a rounded rim and slightly
MNattened, down-tooled string ring. [Lis similar toa "wine’
ar ‘beer' bonle neck (51 152) recovered (rom the Sirus
site {see Swanbury, 1994: 53, fig. 152). The finish appears
o be consistent with those of bottles dating from ¢ 1790
1820 (see |ones, 1985: 15-21). However, two bottle glass
samples (51 217-1 & 217-2) analysed in 1995 were found
1o have a high calcium contentsaid o ‘make them typical
of cheap domestic ware of the late nineteenth cenwry’
{MacLeod & Beng, 1998: 63-64, table II).

Brass
Small arms accoulrmenis

Four musketbuccplates (Field #14 /225, 15,/226, 16,227,
39,/243), a piswol buu plate (Field # 17/228), six musket
trigger guards {Field # 4/217, 10/221, 11/222, 12/223,
13/225, 45/247) and three ramrod pipes (Field # 42/

Figure 17, Trigger guards Field # 4/217 (top} and 13/224
{(bottom). Scale 1:2,
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244, 48/24%, 72/2809) were raised from the lagoon, The
muskel butr plates, wigger guards and ramrod pipes all
appear consistent with having come from shorit Land
Fattern muskets {see Stanbury, 1994: 81-82),

Lnidentified ofijects
A number of unidentified brass objects could possibly be
associated with dooor latches (see Schiffer, 1278: 287-

288; Figs 18 & 19).

Figure 18, Unidenzified brass fivings. Lefi: Field # 18/229;

Right: Field # 97/1, Scale 1:2,

Figure 145, Unidentified copper alloy fittings: Lelt: Field # 40/
248; Righe: Field # 51 /252, Possibly parts of door
larch. Seale in em.

Bronze fittings

Pulley coaks

Parts of at least three pulley coaks were recovered: one is
complete; two parts fit to form anather; and one is a part
anly, Coaks of this type were recovered from the Sirius
wreck site (see Stanbury, 1994: 57, fig. 96; see Fig. 20).

Figure 20. Bronze pulley coaks. Lefi: Field # 34,/245 & 44 /246,

Righe Field # 24/234. Scale 1:2.

Keel staple

SETIETL

Figure 21. Bronze keel staple. Field # 7/218, Scale 1:2,
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Abronze keel siaple (Fig. 21) is roughly cast and bears no
markings (e.g. Broad Arrows). It does not appear 1o be
similar 1o bronze keel staple remains from the main Siriws
site (see Stanbury, 1994: 10-12, figs 8-10). Chemical
analysis of the metal, however, may help 1o determine
whether there isany corvefaton between this artetactand
analysed bronze fittings from the Sirus

Pewier

Lid

An encrusted pewter lid with hollow(?) knop (Fig. 22)
was X-rayed to determine whether encrustation on a
section of the rim was part of a hinge or not. This proved
1o he pegative.

Avariery of lidded, sugar and small domestic pewter
bowls dating from the mid to late 18th century are
illustrated in Hornsby (1983: 177-179), Although none
of the illustrated examples compare directly in shape
with the lid recovered from Slaughter Bay, there is
sufficientindication to show thata considerable variation
of styles existed during this period.

Pewter and later Britannia metal wares generally bear
amaker's mark which helps toidentifyand date the piece,
This may become evidentonce the object has undergone
conservation treatment.

Figure 22 Pewter lid. Field # 35/241. Scale 1:2,
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PART 2. Audit inspection of Sirius collection

Introduction

Under the Plan of managemend, HMSSirius, wreck, wreck site
and velicy the following guide-lines relating to the Simu
artefact collection state that:

Section 4.8 Arrangements will be made for the siie and
collection 1o be inspected regularly brappropriate specialists
who will undertake the necessary procedures for sie
conservation.

Section 4.10 Maerial recovered lrom or associated with
the Sirmuy shall be conserved, housed and curated in a
professional manner which ensures —

{a) its long term conservation and protection,

{b) its consisient and comprehensive documemnation o
ruling musenm standards;

() its adequate storage, as far as possible in one location;

{d) the adequate display to the public of parts of the
collection; and

(e} its access to bona fide researchers,

Section 5.2 Armngements will be made beiween the
Commonwealth and the Norfolk Island Governments for
an inspection visit to the Sinussite and collection once every
2 vears by a mariume archaeologist acquainted with the site
and eallection. The inspection to be followed byacondition
rEPDI"l..

In accordance with the abovementioned clauses, this
report firsdy presents a conditdon report based on an
inspection of the Sirfus arrefact collection carried outin
March 2002 by Myra Stanbury (independent observer)
and Arthur Evans, Norfolk Island Musuem (NIM) officer
(responsible for the care of the Sinus collection); and,
secondly, recommendations concerning some of the
management reguirements for this collection,

Previous audits were conducted in March 1990 by
Stanbury and MacLeod (Stanbury, 1990); March 1993
(Macleod and Wesley); March 1997 (MacLeod and
Evans); September 1998 (Macleod and Evans).

Presentauditdetails were documented onaFileMaker
Pro database, down-loaded from the main artefact
database at the Western Australian Maritime Museum,
Fremantle. New fields were added to the basic layour so
that the date of audit, audit commenis and names of the
auditor could be recorded (see Stanbury & Evans, 2002,
Supplement o this report).

One of the constraints of the present audit was that
previousauditdetailsand comments had notbeen entered
onte this database as appropriate fields had not been

created on the main file. Hence, it was diffteult to see at
a glance whether pariicular objects had been missing at
previousaudits orwere recently missing; what the previous
condition was, in order 1o assess the present status; what
the previous/currentlocation was; and so on. (While the
WAMM database records the primary museum location
of abjecis ar Norfolk Island, it has not maintained, until
this visit, an accurate record of the secondary locations
i.e.showcase/storage box numbers etc. This information
should primarily be recorded an the NIM database so
thatall movementofobjectsis documented and computer
lists of objects at specific locations can be generated.)
There was, therefore, a heavy reliance on written
documentaton (held in the SMM and WAMM files) to
confirm historical audit details, and data relating Lo the
location of objecis on loan to other museums, and/or on
display/storage at venues other than the Sirur Maritime
Museum,.

Previous auditors have not always obtained database
listings prior to conducting the audiis, and have had to
creale Excel spreadsheet listings of registration numbers
(without accompanying object descriptions) an their
personal lap-lop computers on which to record comments.
This is necessarily time tonsuming, and may result in
discrepancies ofaudit reporting where descriptive details
of the objects, as recorded in the register, are notincluded
on the Excel file.

During the present audit, as indicated earlier, data
was entered ontoa down-loaded FileMaker Pro database
file ona Macintosh PowerBook G3 computer. The Norfolk
Island database, however, is based on a PC plafom using
Microsoft Access. The computer housing the collections
database was located in the Pier Store Research Cenue
and there was no Local Area Newwork (LAN)
communication between the PC at the Sirus Maritime
Museum and the Research Centre to facilitate access to
the Norfolk Island Sirfus database. Without an external
lap-top computer, therefore, to directly record audit data
as objects were inspected, the task would have aken wice
as long. The problem of transferring the data from one
database system (FileMaker Pro for Macintosh) to
Microsoft Access (for PC) without someone physically
having to re-type the information is one that needs 1o be
resolved, and will be investigated.

1. Inspection of Sirius artefacts in the Sirius Maritime
Museum (SMM)

The Sirrus objecis housed in the Sirius Maritime Museum
include objects currently on exhibition and items in
storage. The locations of various items have been
enumerated as per previous recommendations and are
indicated in Table 1. Aspreadsheetlisting the registration

17
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Nu. | Objects No. | Objects
| Copper alloy bolis 20 | Canister shot
(plastic bag)
2 Iron fnings (plastic 21 | Cannon balls
bag]
| Textiles 22 | Organic matevial
4 Wood /bone frags 2% | Large cannon balls
& Bronge/hrass 24 | Sheathing
instrument fittings
6 | Clench rings 25 | Musker balls
7 | Ceramics & glass 26 | Display case 1A & 10
8 Sheathing nails 27 | Display case 24, 28 &
c
9 Copper alloy finings | 28 | Pump [uings
1t | Copper alloy 29 | Displey case & (iron
roves/lap shot)
spiggots/pump
fictings
11 | Sheathing 30 | Display case 6
{instruments)
12 | Miscellaneous 31 | Display case 7
fustenings {whalebone /bricks)
13 | Sheathing nails 32 | Display plinths
{rudder Ouings and
puinps}
14 | Coal/rocks 332 | Displzy plinths (Iron
ballast pigs etc.)
15 | Lead sheathing 34 | Pier Store exhibis
I | Pewter 35 | WAMM
17 | Sheathing nails 3 | ANMM
18 | Leud - miscellaneous | 87 | MOS
1% | Copper bolis, screw
rails & sheathing
Table |, Numerical location listogs of Sirius collection.

numbers of ohjects in each location was prepared in 1287
by Arthur Evans and made available for comparative
checking.

1.1 Obyjects on display

Prior to arrival at Norfolk Island, the Sirius Maridme
Museum (SMM) had recently been re-painted as part of
on-going maintenance. Many of the Sirius objects had
been removed from the display cases and plinths while
this was in progress and not all had been replaced. Most
of the cream-painted plinths require paint touch-up to
hide brown-painted areas where objects have not been

replaced in exacty their previous position. Itis advisable
not 1o replace aretefacts directly onto painted surfacesin
order to avoid paint being deposited on the objects.
Preferably, the artefacts should either be supported or
cushioned with blocks or other suitable suppors, or laid
on a sheet of clear Mylar film cut to the shape of the
object,

Preliminary inspecton indicaied that while some
objectswere in a satisfactory condition others were notin
the same condition that the observer recalled from the
1980 inspection. {This was shortly after the rewurn of
objects from the Australian Bicentennial travelling
exhibition Shipumeck]) Some abjects showed spotsand/or
larger areas of active corrosion—applying equally 1o
objects in show cases as well as those on ‘open’ display,
other objects had very small spots of paint resulting from
the recent painting: the problem was not serious but
indicated the need [or [ree-standing objects 1o be
protecied with dust sheets when such work is being
underiaken,

Although difficult 10 see in the subdued lighting, Mr
Evans drew attenton to the fact that the anchor (NI 20)
was corroding quite badly underneath both arms. He had
reported this more than 12 months ago and is expecting
this to be inspected by WAM Conservator Jon Carpenter
when he arrives after 24 March 2002, This anchor, raised
in 1973, was treated at the Western Australian Museum
from September 1976 to September 1978, [The anchor
S157 on loan to the Australian National Maritime Museum
{ANMM) has also been exhibiting release of chlorides.
The on-going problem has been regularly attended to by
conservators at the ANMM and condition reporis
submitted to the Norfolk Island Government and Dr Ian
MacLeod ol the Western Australian Moseum (WAM).]

Damage resulting from visitor interference had
occurred to the cascabel end of the trunnion carronade
S1 626 (raised in 1993}. A section of the square end had
heen knocked off, While restoration should he possible,
the [easibility of re-attaching the broken part needs
careful consideration in view of the fragility of the cast
iron and the vulnerability of the carronade to the
movementof, and "hands-on' exposure 1o, visitors. (There
is very little space for visitors to move around the
carronades; certainly no space in which to negotiale
wheelchairs to allow disabled access.)

Prior to our arrival, the external humidity had been
very high, (up to 100%), for more than one week or so.
Porwable de-humidification unis are constntly switched
on in the gallery, but it still presents with a reianvely hot
and humid atmosphere. Data-loggersare located inshow
cases with sensitive objects e.g: the Sirius grape /canister
shot case and instrument case; and, a new tmber and
glass case constructed to house newly acquired ship
models of HMS Sirius and HMS Hounty. Differential
readings had been noticed between the various show
cases, the newship model case giving lower temperature/
EH readings than the click lock’ cases. Both were being
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maonitored; bul, in retrospect, 1 did not observe a data-
logger in the main gallery for comparing the general
temperature and humidity in the "open’ gallery area (i.c.
outside the shaweasesin question). [ris possible, therefore,
that the data-loggers in the two higher reading cases are
simply reflecting the external environmental conditions
and that the show cases are not providing adequate
bulfering.

The principal observation of artefacts that had been
conserved especially for the Shipnereck!exhibition was that
the surfaces, (especially the copper alloy objecis), had
becorme guite dull, often obscuring detailed markings
such as the pantogruph and sextant scales. Of particular
note in this regard was the small copper Maravedis coin
{51579) which has rewined its shiny copper colouron the
unexposed surface while the exposed surface hasbecome
dull,

Lead and iron shoton display were also observed to be
exhibiting active corrosion. Several cannon balls had
already been removed from their show case to undergo
further desalination treatment at Norfolk sland on the
advice of WAM conservators, Others had previously been
brought to Western Ausiralia in 1997 by the previous
Director, Nina Stanton, so the problem is not a recent
one. (Once the hydrogen reduction furnace at the WAM
Conservation Laboratory is operadonal, ali the iren shot
may need to be transporied o Western Australia and
treated in the furnace.)

In particular, the deterioration of the rare example of
grape/canister shot (51 511) was noted. This was
recommended for close inspection by the WAM
conservator and possible removal 0 WA for expert
assessment, The change in condition can be monitored
by pre- and post conservation photographs.

Lead musket balls and small bird shot were found 10
be exuding chlorides and in need of early conservation
attention. Whether this is the resulit of specific
environmenial conditions in the gallery, insufficent
washingto remove the salts, orreaction 10 certain materials
in the showcases {e.g. wood, fabric, paint etc.) is difficult
to assess. However, it was noted that lead shou in storage
was quite stable and exhibited none of these extreme
reactions.

Large bronze fittings on "open’ displaye.g. the rudder
gudgeans and horse-plate, that were recovered prior to
the Sirius Project and swored for some dme in the Pier
Store are now showing some evidence of corrosion. Since
these objects have never undergone any conservation
treatment it would be advisable o consider treating all
these objects to safeguard their future preservation.

Detaited comments on the individual anefacts on
display are 1o be found on the general audit list (see
Supplement). A list of objects requiring weaument is
given in Appendix 1.

1%

1.2 Objects in stovage

The Sirius objects are stored either in cupboards
underneath showcases—principally heavyor bulky objects
(e.g. lead sheathing), and those recovered from Sie 5
{west of the Kingston Pier), probably associated with the
wreck of the Mary Hamilton—or in numbered acid free
boxes and/or plasuc bags in the SMM mezzanine area

Most of the objects in the boxes were in their original
plastic bags with dyme tape numbers; fragile objects
(wood, textile, sextant parwss eic.) weated at the WAM
were still stored in custom-made boxes. A few fragile
objects, e.g. pewter buitons, require better storage in
separate and/or partitioned boxes,

With a very few exceptions, all artefacs had been
marked with their registration number. Insomeinstances,
however, the numbers have been written in ball-point
pen on wp of white 'liquid paper’ instead of with proper
marking ink. (See earlier reference 1o materials nol
readily available on Norfolk Island.)

While the majority of objects were in astable condition,
problems were noted especially with the copper alley
materials—ship's fastenings, copper sheathing etc. The
matter was referred by Email on 15 March 2002 o Vicki
Richards, Conservator, WA Museumn, as [ollows:

I newd some advice...Maost of the copper alloy objects were
treated first with citric acid and then NaHCO,
{sesquicarbonate). Manyareexhibiting traces of the darkish
blue deposit () which I think is something to do with the
sesqui treaument, i.e. not "bronze disease’ corrosion; athers
have white, powdery spots (b); nnd others have green
powdery spows (¢} (like normal ‘bronze disease’ colour),
Other abjects which were bright and "brassy” lave now
dulled (d}; e.g. the copper Maravedis coin is still nice and
coppery on the side not displayed, while the display side is
much darker. Most of the roves, rudder fastenings (which
should be a nice coppery colour) are very dark and blackish,
und not nesthetically pleasing for display—ie. can’Lsee the
Broad Armows,

Can you sugpest what could be done for a—d?

solam finding thatthe copper sheetung which was obviously
sprayed with Incralac appears 1o have maintained i
appearance while the others have not,

On 20 March 2002, Vicki Richards sent the following
reply:

{a & b) & (d) Need to strip with 5% citric acid, good brush
with soft brushes (scrubbing brushes but a sofier variety)
and a good rinse in warer. if the surface is very pitted then we
will neutralise the citric with a dip (literally} in sesquiand a
very good rinse in witer. Sometimes need soaking [or a few
days to really remaovi excess sesqui
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{c) The ohjects that exhibit potential bronze disease need 1o
be fully treated agnin as the chloride levelsin the metal are
causing the cyelic corrosion mechanisms. There are a number
ol methods they | Morfolk Istand | can use 1o ireat the copper
alfoy artelacts:

{i) 5% -citric acid/1% thiourea strip then 2%
sesquicarbonate desalination with & 5% citrie acid
neutralisation and a good rinse in water.

(ii) 4% sodium hydroxide /5% sodium dithionmie
desalination (e 5% citric acid stripand neutralisation (al
this pointcopper needss tobe scrubbed lightywith scrubbing
brushes to remove black copper sulphides on the surface
from the dithionite treatment. Good rinse in water.

(iii} 2% sesquicarbonate desalination only with a 5% ciuic
acid dip to neutralise and & good rinse,

Procedures (i) & (iii) are slow desalination methods and
procedure (ii] is fast; however, the colour change is most
dramatic with thiz method,

After ANY treaunend, the copper alloy artefacis need to be
dewatered in acetone and then a coating MUST be applied
to the object stirface to minimise acrial oxidation which is
why the copper alloys po darker with aging. The coating can
be Incralac (proprietary product) or 2% paraloid B-72 in
acetone. {They can make this up themselves from B-72 and
acetone. If the coating is applied evenly then there should
be no need for » corrosion inhibitor like benzotwiazale
{possible carcinogen}.

I don'L think fibre glass brushes are needed as they can
scratch the soft copper alloy surfaces if the user is noy
careful, [ use a variety of scrubbing brushes, wothbrushes,
sponges etc, and il necessary, pumice powder.

A suitable plan will need 1o be put in place for re-
ireating these objects to ensure their long-term
preservation and accessibility for exhibition purposes,

Small lead objects in swrage (e.g. lead shot) were
generally in a beter state of preservadon than those on
display. The large sheets oflead may need future treaument
if required for display purposes.

2, Fier Store basement

A number of cast iron cannon balls had been removed
from disp]ay and re-located to the Pier Store basement
where they were undergoing conservation ireatment.
There is clearly an on-going problem with this group of
objects which will need to be addressed.

3. Norfolk Island Airport

The display of Sirus objecis in the Arrivals/Departure
lounge at the Norfolk Tsland Airportserves wo aliract the
attention of visitors to this aspect of the island’s cultural

heritage, and further enhancement of this exhibit
{perhaps with an informative colourimage panel) isto be
encouraged (o promaote visitation to the Sfrdws Maritime
Museum.

The display comprises five ariefacts representing
various types of ship's [astenings and fcings—bols,
sheathing nails, pulley coaks and lead sheathing. Two of
the copper alloy bolts (8133 and SI 165) exhibited small
signs of corresion which will need to be dealt with,

1. Morfolk Istand Archaeological Museum

No Sirius objects were located at the above location
during this visit, though it is possible that some of the
‘missing’ items e.g. plass boutle 1op SI 152, may eventually
be located in this collection, especially where there are
comparative types of objects from the land excavations.

5. Bounty Folk Museum, Norfolk Island

An informal visit was made to the Bounty Folk Museum
on 21 March 2002 1o see if items from the Sirtus were scill
displayed there. In 1985 a listing was made of shipwreck
material in the private possession of persons on Norfolk
Island (see Henderson & Stanbury, 1985: 108 i, appx 6).
Thisincluded several items identified as coming from the
wreck site of HMS Sirius which were on display at the
Bounty Folk Museum (then owned by Karl Davies). The
lollowing observations were made.

5.1 Items observed

1. Ballast pig-previously remstered as NI 40 sdil on
exhibic

2, Cunnon balls = 2 x G-pounders + I In concretion.
Labelled as possibly {rom Sirfus,

3. ‘Convict nails” with flat (rather than ‘rose') heads,
Labelled as possibly from Sirfus,

4. Boule necks, labelled as 'BTE [believed to be] from
inside reefl adjacent to Sirius wreck site’, 1 x ‘black’
glass with rim similar w0 those found recently; 1 x
exfoliating badly so difficult to see colour.

5. Flint pebble ballast

3.2 Registered but not identified
The following items registered in 1985 were not identified
in the Bounty Folk Museum collection in March 2002

L. Copperalloy nail (or spike} with tapered, square end,
NI 22-not identified, {Previously noted as being in
possession of Karl Davies at Bounly Museum. )

2. Copper alloy nail NI 23-not idenufied. (Previously
noted as being in possession of Karl Davies at Bounty
Museum.)

3. Part of sextant NI 37-not identtied. (Possibly with
Dave Sowth not Karl Davies: A, Evans, 2002, pers.
camm.) {Previously noled as being in possession of
Karl Davies at Bounty Museum.)
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Figure 25 Unidentified moulded glass object. Field #102,/298.

Photo: Patrick baker, Western Australian martime
Museum. Scale in cm.

4. Bronze gudgeon sirap NI 38-not identified,
{Previously noted as being in possession nf Kar| Davies
at Bounty Museum.)

It is possible that some of the above items were ‘on
loan' to Mr Davies and were returned to their "owners'
subsequent to the sale of the business,

5.3 lMtews seen which may possibly help to identify and date
recend fineds

1. Glass botles as above (see 5 1 #4).

2. Silver butter dish—2 parts. Flacrimmed circular
container; domed, circular lid (approximately the
same diameter as the pewter lid, Field # 36/241) with
finely engraved ferns and lir cone knop. Dated to '
early 1900s". Apparently has maker’s mark.

3. Pale green glass moulded stoppers [rom batteries
originating from the old Cable Station at Anson Bay
19205/30s. (Dark green halfmoulded piece, Field
#102/298 might be somethingsimilar, See Figure 25.)

4. Clear glass conductors 194145,

5. Rim locks with square section shafls for holding brass
door knobs dated to second setilement, 1829-1856,

6. Australian National Maritime Museum
The following objects are confirmed as being on loan to
the Australian Natdonal Maritime Museum, Sydney.

Reg# Noofitems  Descrption

58157 i lron anchaor

5197 20 Sheathing nails
51105 5 Lead shot

51115 1 Copper sheathing
51 161-1 (oot 3) 1 Copper rudder nail
51 250 20 Musket balls, lead

51259 Cine bag Flim pebble ballas:

31301 1 Keel bolt {(copper) with clench
TINE

SI 320 i deck nail/spike {brass) die
head, square shank

513212 | Lag screw/bal (copper)

51350 I Clench ring {(copper)

51355 4 Machine/screw halt (eopper)

51534 1 Sheathing fragmeni - large

{copper)

The objects are regularly inspected by one of the
objects conservatorsat the ANMM (as partofan extension
of the loan agreement). At the last inspection no real
change in condition was noted, apart from the on-going
problems with the anchor SI57 {referred to earlier).

7. Department of Materials Conservation, Western
Australian Museum, Fremantle

Several Sirius objects are either still undergoing
conservation wreammentand,/or have been returned from
Norfolk Island for further reament

7.1 Still in treatment
51 626—Wooden tampion from carronade 51 626
PEG treatment needs another § months before freeze
drying.
SI 628—Wad from carronade S1 626
Impregnation finished, awaitung freeze drying,

7.2 Retwrned for further treatment (to be confirmed)
51 585, 508, 602, 606, 620—Cannon balls,

7.3 Expevimental samples
S1228-1 and 228-2 confirmed as being at WAM.

B. Private collections

Apartfrom items on display atthe Sirus Mariime Museum
thatare registered in the Nl series and effectively remain
in the ‘possession, custody or control’ of private individuals
{e.g. the spectacle plate NI 2, rudder chain links and
shackle NI11 etc.}, i.e. have notformally been donated 1o
the Museum, no other previously declared Sinus items
held by private individuals were inspected,

A list of objects not inspected and/or not located
(where these were deemed to be in the custody of the
Norfolk Island Museum) is given in Appendix 2.

It should be noted chat the NI series of objects were
regisiered in 1585, prior to the Commonwealth Historic
Shipwrecks Amnesty in 1993-84. Tt is unknown 1o this
author, however, what procedures were implemented on
Norfolk Island with respect to the Amnesty, i.e. whether
these individuals were sent formal declaration forms
and,/ or issued with Cerdficates of Registration. Or, even
il there were additional declarations ol Sirus material
mde by persons on Norfolk Island or in any other Siates,

In terms of the provisions of the Commonwealth
Historic Shifrorecks Act 1976, particularly as it relates 1o the
obligations placed on custodians of historic shipwreck
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relics, it would be appropriate [or persons who have
declared their material 1o be issued with Certificates of
Registration {if this has not already occurred) and//or he
sentan official lever from the Commonwealth Delegate
on Norfolk Island, acknowledging the objects in their
‘possession, custody or control’ and advising of their
obligations under the Act {again, il this was not done at
the tume of the Amnesty). Advice from other Sute
Delegates should also be sought with regard o Sirius
material that may have been declared to them in order
that the nature and whereabouts of this material, which
may be useful for research purposes, may be compiled
and lecated ar Norfolk lsland.

Summary and recommendations

The Sirius Maritime Museum: building and environment.
The Museum serves as both an exhibition and principal
storage venue forarchaeological material recovered from
the wreck site of HMS Sinus.

. Storage—the collection is presendy stored in:

{a) Exhibition cabineis and/or as freestanding
exhibits in the main gallery. (See following section
‘Security/protection’.)

(b)  Numbered bags/acid free boxes which arelocated
in the mezzanine area of the Museum.

This area is only accessible by portable step-ladder,
While this ensures a degree of security, it does nol
l[acilitate easy access to the collection for repular
inspection; selection of objecis for display purposes; or,
research by bona fide persons. A specific siorage cahinet
for the collection has been ordered, as per previous
recammendations, but had notarrived at the time af the
audit. [t is possible (for security reasons) that this will
need to be located in the mezzanine area

It is recommended, therefore, that

(i) If the cabinet is located in the mezzanine area,
objecisshould be arranged in the cabinetso as o facilitate
easy visual inspecton.

{ii} In view of the recently observed corrosion
problems, inspection and monitoring of the artefacts
should be undertaken at more frequentintervals (i.e. at
intervals other than the designated audit inspections).

(iii) Care must be 1aken 1o ensure that fragile objects
are stored in protective boxes, clearly labelled ‘Fragile’
andwith handlinginstructions, e.g. "Thiswayup”; ‘Handle
with care’, ewc. ("Supa.Labels’ as illustrated in Fig. 24 are
available from Precision Paper Coatings Pty Ltd,
Bankstown NSW 2200, in boxes of 500 individual labels. )

(e  Loose, inlower pars of the exhibition show cases.

Objects placed in these storage locations tend to be
heavyitems e.g. lead sheathing remains, and /or material
not directy related o the Siviusi.e. material raised from
Site 5 and probably associated with the wreck of the Mary

Hamilton.
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Figure 24. Examples of cautionary labels. (Precision Paper
Coatings Fry Lad.)

® soffware ® tooks
@ clothes @ music

or aiytinng Hhat
rgeds poringl

Made In Auctralic -

Figure 25. Example of stackable boxes suitable for storage.

Sincesome of this material has notbeen fully conserved
and/oris exfoliating {i.e. Mary flamilioniron material}, it
is recommended that;

{i) ohjects would be hetter stored in stackable plastuc
conwiners, (either within or external to the cabines)
which:

* permit visual inspection of objects to monitor
corrosion activity;

*  prowctindividual objects from potentially abrasive
contact with different material in the same starage
location;

# pontain loose debris;

®  prevent damage to the show case [abric;

* allow easier access to artefacis; and

* [faciliate easier movement of objects.

Commercial storage containers come in varying sizes,
with or without wheels, with close fastening lids, and with
or withoutan external socket for placement of a label to
identify the contents {cf. Fig. 25). ['Marvel’ stackable,
plastic storage containers with wheels, manufaciured by
Chim Foog, come in various sizes, for example: {a)
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Product code CF—B8889 (L), Capacity: 851, Size: 600 x 458
%409 (H) mm; (b) Product code CF—8999 (LL). Capacity:
125 1, Size 770 x 520 x 480 (H) mm. Other sizes are
available.]

. Maintenance—The Museum is included in the
regular building maintenance program for the Arthur's
Vale Historic Precinct. This includes minor capital works
such as internal painting. General cleaning i.e. Mloors,
cabines, show cases erc., is undertaken by museum saff.

Om this visit, evidence of silverfish and other insect
infeswtion was noted in several show cases (o the exwent
thart the fabric lining the cases {particularly the [elt) and
unmounted paper labels had both been attacked. Dead
insects were present in some cases. Dust and cobwebs
werealso noted on and in some show cases {especially the
cauldron case which has an open back), and on artefacis
on 'open display’ e.g. the gun carriages

A small wet and dry rechargeable 'dust-buster’, and
microfibre glass and general dusting cloths were
purchased to effect a cleaning regime avoiding the use of
chemical agents. The latter were available at a store on
Norfolk Island at a reasonable price.

It is recommended thar

{i) General cleaning strategies be improved either with
the use of more effective cleaning aids (as above)
and/or on a more regular basis to avoid bulld up of
dust and potential infestation; and

(ii) Regular fumigation schedules be maintained 1o limit
theincidence of silverfish and otherinsectinfestation.

. Environmeni

Temperature (T%) and relative humidity (RF) control
mechanisms are in place butare inadequate to deal with
extremes of humidity (i.e, 100%) as experienced on the
island prior to the 2002 visit. This presents a problem for
sensitive materials subject to corrosion (e.g iron shi),
Twao show cases contmining Sidus malerial were being
monitored o assess the internal environment and
determine whether the cases were providing adequate
buffering.

[t is recommended thao

(i) T?and RHmonitoring be continued in cases containing
sensitive marterials,

(ii} Foam seals along the perspex edges of the show cases
be checked and renewed, if necessary, to improve the
intermnal show case environment; and

{iii) Individual, sealed display uniis be fabricated for
highly sensitive materials e.g. the grape shot and
copper Maravédis coin (cf. Fig. 26), w provide
additional buffering.

Sensitive fabric from the Batavie i5 shown
mounted on linen cloth, backed with museum qualicy
acid free card, and framed with an acid free bevelied
mouni, the depth of which can be adjusted o sujt
the pariicular object These are then held wygether
within two perspex sheets (back and fromt) and
securely fastened top and bottom by a sliding/clip-
on perspex edging (see end view in Fig. 26b].
(Perspex mounl made Lo mensure by AFM Plastic
Preducts Piy Lid, Balcatta, WA.)

Figure 26a.

. Security/protection—the
gencralsecurity of the museum building
and the collection is well attended to.
One show case, however, has a side
missing and therelore does nol provide
adequale security proiection for the
objects inside. All other show cases are
securely locked.

Many of the Sinus objects are on
‘open display'—generally because of
their size and/or weight—and are
mounted either on wooden plinths or
low pladorms, or specially fabricated
supports e.g. the carronade carriages.
It was noted that some of the heavy
bronze rudder fitlings were not
adequately supported to prevent
movement

Given that these objects can be
physically touched by visitors, any
instability either of the object and/or
the plinth on which itis mounted could

Figure 26b.
Endviewof 26a.
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Museum.

pose a public liability threat to visitors. Given the current
insurance climate prevention and/or adequate warning
is the best safeguard.

Some smaller objects on 'open display’ e.g. a copper
fastening boly, rudder nails etc. could easily be lifted and
removed. Ideally these should be displayed under a
protective perspex housing which is firmly secured to the
base mount. At the very least, they should be securely
fastened to the base mount. (This can be effected using
fine swainless steel wire, nylon fishing line and or similar
strong thread, placed around/over the pbjectand secured
with small screws into the base mount.)

The limited space in the gallery imposed by the size of
the large freestanding Sirus objects, e.g. the anchor and
carronades {see Figs 27 & 28), restricts visitor movement
around these artefacts. As evidenced by the accidental
damage to one of the carronades, this poses a problem in
respect to the safery of the ohjects themselves, and visitor
safety (i.e. people injuring themselves on sharp or
projecting parts of objects. The carronade carriages, for
exampie, have a moveable, metal fixture at the frontend
{(see Fig. 27) which is just at shin height with minimal
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space to pass between this and the adjacent show case—
certainly no room for the passage of a wheel chairl

It is recommended that:

(i) Heavy objects on 'open display’ be securely supported
o avoid any movement, either of the object or the
support on which it is mounted.

(i} Smaller objects on ‘open display’ should be secured
either by individual perspex housings or by being
securely fastened to the base mount in a suitable
fashion; and

(iii) A review of the gallery lay-out should be carried out
with a view o improving visitor access and reducing
injury/damage liabilities to persons and artefacis,

Fier Store basement

Sinus objects stored in the above locaton are principally
items undergoing further conservation treatment e.g.
iron shot. Since these treatments involve immersion in
chemical solutions which could have harmful effecis,
they should be subject to risk management assessment,
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Figure 28, Heavy objects on ‘open-display” in the Sidus Maritime Museum, Norfolk Island, Photo: Patrick Baker, Western

Ayustralian Maritime Museum.

For example, any containers should have secure fitling
lids to prevent spillage; be clearly marked to indicate the
nature of the solution in case of physical accident, spitlage,
orother disaster; and, hazardous chemical warning signs
to advise persons entering the building of the presence of
such materials, for example, in case of fire. Ideally, items
undergoing chemical reatment should be stored in a
location where they will not present a physical, fire or
other potential risk, and where they can be handled with
appropriate safety equipment.

Itis recommended thau

(i} Objecisundergoing chemical conservation reatment

should be

{a) safely stored and labelled; and

{b} re-dlocated w anappropriate venue where patential
hazardous risk is minimised, appropriate waming
signs are in situ, and there is access to protective
work-safe apparel and equipment for dealing with
accident or emergency situations,

{(ii) A suilable plan will need to be put in place for
treating/re-treating copper alloy objecis 1o ensure
their long-term preservation and accessibility for
research and exhibition purposes.

(iil} The on-going conservation problem with cast jron
objects will need to be addressed.
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PART 3. Web Site Strategy

There is currently no on-line information available about
HMS Sirus ather than the artefact database which is
inclusive within the Western Australian Maridme Museum
FileMaker Pro artefact database accessible through the
WAMM web site (hup:///www mm.wa.gov.au), The
question of including informaton about the Siruson the
WAMM site has been discussed, and is certainly feasible
given the Museum's strong involvement with the Sirtug
Project. However, the secondment of the Department of
Maritime Archaeology's Webmaster to other multi-media
priorities associnted with the development of the new
Maritime Museum at Fremanile substantially limited seafl
availability lor the development af new Web pages for a
considerable time.

However, whether or not this is the best option now
needs to be considered in the light of Environment
Australia's proposed National Maritime Heritage Database
cined Wel Site Strategy {(EnvironmentAustralia, 2001). Given
that the NSW Maritime Heritage Online website operated
by the Heritage Office of NSW has been proposed as a
suitable structural model for the Nadonal Maritume
Heritage Database and Web Site facility suggests that it
would perhaps be beter ta:

* input information on the Sidfus and other Norfolk
Island shipwrecks into the NSW database so thatit may
be transferred direcily to the Environment Australia
site when this is operatonal; and

* prepare accompanying text, images and other
information so that it can be incorporated directly
into the natonal Web Site facility.

As Norfolk Istand does noccurrently have ashipwrecks
database, information pertaining to the island's shipwrecks
is currently being compiled and entered into a FileMaker
Proclone ofthe present National Shipwrecks Database in
Western Australia as part of the Stus 2002 Project
{(Stanbury). This will be checked 1o comply with the
proposed specifications for the Data Model as outlined in
Secuon 5 of the National Shiprnreck Database Strategy and
should then be available for import into the new
Shipwrecks Database,

Similarly, the original FileMaker Pro ariefaci databases
refating o the Sirius (currendy held in Western Australia)
can be modified to comply with the Data Model
specifications when these are determined o make this
accessible. Norfolk Island mainiains a Microsoft Access
collections database with Sirus data entered from the
1994 Sirfus catalogue listing. The correspondence of the
two databases has not been checked and it is possible that
there are some minor differences,

Itis recommended, therefore, thac

(i) Discussion take place berween the Norfolk [sland
Delegate, Environment Australia {Lynden Ayliffe,
coordinator of the Working Party), the NSW Heritage
Office (David Nutley) and the WAMM (MyraStanbury/
Jeremy Green, member of the Working Party) to
discuss the most appropriate aptions; and

(ii) Based on the outcome of the above discussions, the
WAMM will assistin the preparation of necessary text,
images, or other information.

Reference
Emvironment Australia, 2001, Natonal Shipwreck Database
Strategy. Draft document,
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PART 4. Revision of Plan of Management for the Sirius site

The 1990 HMS Sirius Management Plan was reviewed in
1993 by Bob McMullan, Minister for the Aris and
Adminisgrative Services and Ernest Christian, Minister
for lmmigration and Lands and underiaken in 1996~
1997 by Nina Stanton, Director/Curator, Norfolk Island
Museum and Delegate of the Commonwealth Minister
{for Communicatdonsand the Aris {DCA), inconsultation
with DCA, Graeme Henderson and Myra Stanbury,
Western Australian Maritime Museum and Dr lun
MacLeod, Western Australian Museum (see Stanbury &
Macleod, 1996; Appendix 4; Stanion, 1997a & 1997b).
Various issues were discussed at a series of meetings held
at the WA Marinme Museum (WAMM) on Monday 15
Seprembey 1997,

The principal conservation and management issues
reviewed concerned the following:

. Artefact collections

Storage and organisation of the collection needs to be reviewed
with & view to facilitating vesearch access (Management Plan
1990, 1993, Section 3.3.).

The principal storage/exhibition venue for the Sirius
collecdon is the SansMaridme Museum (SMM), Delivery
of a cabinet forstoring the Sinuscollection noton exhihit
is awaited. Issues relating to storage organisation (o
facilitate access 1o bona fide researchers are discussed in

Part 2 of this report

Nead for reguler monitoving of the collection and assessment of
i o

starage (Management Plan 1990, 1993 Section 4.8).
The 2002 andit has reconfirmed the need for vigilant
checking of the arefacts for conservation/cleaning
requirements and regular monitoring of the Maritime
Museum environmentwith print outs to be safely stored.

The 2002 Auditrevealed thatalarge percentage of the
copper alloy artefacts will need 1o undergo initial de-
salination treatment, and /or re-treament (see Part 2 of
this report}, to ensure (a)their long-term stability (given
the Auctuating relative humidity on Norfolk Island and
the problems associated with the control of this factor in
the Maritime Museum environment); and (b} improve
their physical appearance for display purposes.

It is recommended that:

* Regular monitoringof the collection needs w be
maintained to detect conservation problems.

* The University of Canberra {Depariment of Materials
Conservation) be approached with a view 1o assessing
whether some of currently identified conservation
work (i.e. small copper alloy objecis) could feasibly be
undertaken as supervised Graduate Intern projects;
and

* A conservauon programme be implemented for the
treatmentofl large copper alloyobjects which have not
previously undergone basic de-salination treatmentc

Securily (Management Plan 15993 Section 5.17

Tt was reported in 1997 chat collection security meastires
included ‘noopen display of portable objectsand ensuring
all cabinets are locked' (Stanton, 1997a); further that
new measures for safekeeping of keys had been
implemented.

The 2002 Aundit, however, has noted that there are
small o medium-size portable ohjecs on open-display
that are not adequately secured and/or protected by
barrers, and suggests various options for effecung beuer
security for these items (see Parl 2 this report).

It is recommended that:

* The security and stability of portable objecis on open
display be investigated.

Collection Management { Management Plan 1990, 1993 Section
3.16)

The new registers established for recording any Sirus
artefact reatmentundertaken by Norfolk Island Museum
stafTfor the purposes of conservation, research and display,
recording locational movemenis of any Sirfur material,
recording all Sirius researchers; and recording of all
material handed in by the general public should be
maintained. Where possible, this information should be
recorded enacomputer database so that the informaton
is easily accessible, pariicularly data relating to the
locational movement of objects. (These registers were
not sighted at the 2002 Audic)

The Sirius registration data has been entered onto a
Microsoft Access database using the 1994 Sinuscatalogue
listing. Since this was an ediled format of the down-
loaded FileMuaker Pro database held at WAMM, the wwo
databasesshould be crosschecked for compaiibility before
one or the other is selected as the 'national artefact
database’, (New fields have been added 1o the FileMaker
Pro database to record the 2002 Audit data,)

It was noted during the 2002 Audit that there was no
Local Area Network 1o link the Sirius Maritime Musenm
computer with that in the Pier Store Research Cenure,
This means that the Sinusdatabase is only accessible from
thelatter facility. Ff communications could be established
between the two computers this would make it easier to
inputor update collecdons da, and provide information
io the public or bona fidevesearchers visiting the Museum.

It is recommended thar

29
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Figure 29, HMS Sirius monument with interpretive plaque. The bricks were recovered from Arthur Phillip's house in England.

Figure 30. HMS Sirjus monument with interpretive plaque erected as pact of the Ringsion/Arthur's Vale Historic Preeint
interprerive programme. The Siruswreck site lies within the diszant line of surf.
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* The Sirius databases be crosschecked prior o
establishmentof the Commonwealth Natonal Arefact
Database; and

The praciicality of establishing a Local Area Network
between the SinurMaritume Museumand the Research

Centre be investigated,

Interpretation — Management Plan 1990, 1993
Sections 3.15 and 4.7

Exhilntions

In 1996 it was recommended that

Mew approaches and possibilities for display interpretation
af the Sirws should be fnvestgated as part of an on-going
management plan (Stanbury & MacLeod, 1996).

While the efforts of previous Directors/ Curators and
saalf of the Norlolk Island Museum in seeking small
grants to implement exhibition strategies and gradually
attempt to develop the interpretive displays are fully
acknowledged, the exising displays neither poreay the
significance of the ‘role of the Sinusin the foundaton of
the first seltlements at Sydney Cove and Kingston' as
proposed inan unsuccessful grantapplicadon by Stanton
{1997b), nor the significance of the archacological
findings to the broader historical debate concerning the
Europeanseidementof New South Wales and thesatellite
settlement at Norfolk Island.

Since this author's last visit to Morlolk Island in 1990,
a series of interpretive plaques and monumenis have
been installed atstrategic pointson the Kingston foreshore
as part of the Kingston/Athur's Vale Historic Precinct
interpretation project. A monument built from bricks
recovered from Arthur Phillip's house in England, with
an informative and auraciively designed plagque relating
to the history and loss of HMS Sirius (see Figs 29 & 30) is
a significant addition o the commemorative plaque
placed in 1990 on the seafront at Slaughter Bay and is 1o
be smongly commended. Facing out 1o the wrbulent
Struswrecksite, and illustrated with contemporary images
of the wrecking of HMS Sirius, it effectively serves as a
dynamic and angible inwoduction o whal one might
expect tw experience in the museum displays.

Although the momentum iscontinued to some extent
in the video presentation that visitors 1o the SMM are
encouraged 1o view before seeing the exhibits, itbeginsto
decline in the face of the ratherstatic displays of artefacts,
which only begin to come o life with the enthusiastic
commentaries of the well-versed Norfolk Island Museum
wour guides,

The NI Museum trainees have done an excellent job
inwntnginformative artefact labels (commenced under
the supervision of Nina Swanton) (see Stanton, 1997b).
However, the textwas not forwarded to WAMM personnel
as originally proposed (Stanton, 1997b) and inadequate
proof reading has resulied in ypographical errors on a
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number of labels. During the 2002 Audit, it was observed
that the predominanty 'Srd Age' museum visitors,
especially the more discerning readers, were especially
vocal in pointing out discrepancies or perceived errors!

Iin general, the fontsize of the texcis too small for the
average visitor to easily read, and is below standard
musewn signage parameters. Additional information
aboutparticular objects can easily be provided on museum
‘Information Sheets' (see for example Appendix 5).
These can be displayed and sold ar a minimal charge 10
cover production costs and potenually assist in revenue
generation,

The interpretation of the Sirus artefact collection,
indeed any maritime archaeological colleclion which
includesa large quantity of fragmentary material, presents
a considervable challenge for curalors and exhibition
designersalike. The Sirduscollecton consists paradoxically
of some extremely large, heavy objecs: quantities of
small, similar objects (e.g.ship's fastenings); and, asmaller
collecdon of navigation instruments, small arms fittings
and other miscellaneous objects with varying degrees of
individual significance.

The building made available by the Norfolk Istand
Governmentfor exhibiting the Sinusmaterial is a restored
heritage building which, like the Commissariat building
atFremantle (theWestern Australian Martime Museum),
is subject to specific heritage guidelines. These may
impact on the way in which exhibits may or may not be
installed so as to preserve the fabric of the building, and
so potentially act as a constraint in design planning.

I has been noted in Part 2 of this report that available
floor space in the SirusMaritime Museum is limited, and
does notallow free and adequate movement between and
around some showcases and free-standing objects;
disabled access is certainly limited . The building, however,
has a relatively high ceiling which means that vertical
space may perhaps be used to better effect given an
appropriate design plan.

Displays in the new Shipwrecks Gallery at the Western
Australian Museum Geraldion, were designed to uglise
the height dimension of the gallery (imposed by the
instatladon of the 10 m high Bataviaportice fagade). Tall
show cases along the walls, backed with interpretive text
and imagery, present a series of related stories (Figs 31 &
32). Objects within the show cases are grouped and/or
individually displayed at varying heights to create a sense
of perspective and interest. Freestanding show cases
designed by the WAM Department of Exhibition and
Design (sce Figs 33 & 34) were constructed by Geraldton
tradespeople, who also assisted with the design and
installation of the lighting. The cases were built 1o
accommodarte eitherlarge, heavyobjects, such as cannon,
or smaller, lighter artefacts; and further designed with a
‘chunkier' feeling of old ships in mind rather than the
more classical ship-model type of show cases, or the
maodern aluminium "Click Lock” cases. The participation
of the local cominunity in the project not only had cost
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benefit effects, but also gave the community a sense of
involvement and 'ownership’ of the project

Three<dimensional Computer Aided Drafting (CAD)
software, combined with digital images of artefacts and
other graphics packages now enable exhibition designers
to create virtual exhibition models. Support modules,
graphics, labels etc. are all coordinated according to the
design plan and make final installation quicker and
easier,

A similar concept design could perhaps be developed
to enable the available space in the SMM to be utilised
more effecdvely and creatively; to design exhibis that
generale a greater sense of excitement and capture
audience attention (particularly the younger residential
population of Norfolk Island and younger tourists); to
beuter demonstrate the structural features of HMS Sirius
in relation 1o other 18th century exploratory ships (e.g.
James Cook's Endeavour, HMS Bounty eic.); to interpret
the process of wrecking as determined from the results of
the archaeological investigations; to explain the
differential preservation of objects recovered from the
site and the conservation procedures employed; to
iflustrate the use of local expertise and waditional methods
to reconstruct the gun carriages and anchor stocks; to
maximise the use of the available collection rather than
have it in storage; and, to acknowledge the many Norfolk

Figure 31, Verticul shuw cases in the Shipwrecks Gallery, Western Australian Miseum Geraldron. Photo: Jacques Massim, WA

Figure 32. Vertical displays, Shipwrecks Gallery, Geraldton,
Photo: Jacques Maissin, WA Museum Perth,
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Figure 3% Cuotsection of Batgmacannon {in background) and
silver display in free-standing show cases as shown in
Figure 34 below. Photo: Jacques Maissin, WA Museum
Perth.
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Figure 34. Free-suanding show cases designed for the Shipwrecks Gallery at the acw Western Australian Museuwm Gerldion.
Courtesy of the Department of Exhibition and Design, Western Australian Museom Perth.
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lslanders, corporations, organisations and individuals
who have contributed to the Sinus Project

(The Deparument of Exhibition and Design, Western
Australian Museum Perth, is experienced in preparing
exhibitions of shipwreck artefacts and could offer
consuliative services.)

Tt is recommended therefore that:

{i) Funding be sought 10 enable

{a) a professional, costed, exhibition design plan o be
developed for the Sirus Mariime Museum, and,

(b} for a staged implementation of the plan should the

wotul cost exceed the inital funding alincation,

An application be made to the Australian National
Maritime Museum under the Project Suppori Scheme
for a NI Museum s@lf member to gain experience in
museum exhibitdon and design practices.

(ii)

. Future funding to complete on-site work—
Management Plan 1990,1 Section 3.12

3.12 There is a need for continued archaeslogical
investigatons on the site to answer important questions
about the ship which in turn have a bearing upon the debate
about the original British motivation for colonisation of
Auseralia.

The ain was to excavatea | mx 3.5 m rransect through an
area ol dense iron ballast in the anticipation of revealing
any surviving timber or structural elements of the hull of
the Sirius which would add to the existing body of
archaeological data and further support or refute the
working hypotheses developed for the site in the original
research design. This was the planned final stage of the
1988  investigation and required preliminary in-situ
corrusion potential (E ) and pH measurements of the
iron ballast pigs (to [urther the comparative corrosion
studies being undertaken for the Sirius and other
Australian wreck sites: see MacLeod, 1998); and, the pre-
stabilisation ol the proposed trench with sacrificial anodes,
toassistin reducing the dme (and hence costs) of Lreating
any cast iron ballast pigs and/or other ariefacts which
might be raised asa resultol the excavation. This practce,
generated by successful application of this methodology
to an anchorand carronade from FIMS Sinusis now being
applied as a management strategy to iron and composite
wrecks in South Ausuralia (MacLeod, 1998),

Given the logistical and risk munagement issues of
workingon parts of the main Smiuswrecksite (and also on
the inshore reef areas), It is recommended, that

* Any future archaeclogical work on the Sirus sie
needs to be carefully reviewed In terms of:

{a) the research questdons being addressed and the
potential for these 1o be answered;
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(b} appropriaie risk management and diving suategies
{or both the ouside reef and inner reef areas; and

{c) the implications for the Norfolk Island community in
terms of the Memorandum of Understanding and
the on-going management aof the site and the
collections.

. Site Management Environmental Studies—

Management Plan 1990, 1993 Section 3.7 and 4.5

The investigation of the effect of sea urchins on & sitw

shipwreck artefacts needs to be reassessed in rerms of!

{a) the current status of monitoring;

{b) procedures for monitoring the effeccon Mragile objects
and/or specific areas of the wreck site; and

{c} the investigation of any biological conrols that may
assistin retarding the colonisation of these organisms
on artefacts, iron objects especially,

- Site inspection—Management Plan 1940, 1593
Section 3.6, 3.8, 3.9, 3.15 & 5.2

Regular site inspection as per the exisung Management
Plan should be maintained and reported upon, including
the underwater and above water plagues,

¥ Records collection (Photographs/database,/
artefact drawings)—Management Plan 1990, 1993
Section 3.4, 4.10 and 5.18

3.4 Photographic collection

The photographic collection continues to be stored ina
satisfactory environment at the Western Ausiralian
Maritime Museum. The collection has been made available
to all bona fide requests. Prints, duplicate wansparancies
have been, and will continue 1o be, produced for other
users in the well-equipped and full-time-staffed
phowographic section.

Ithas been agreed thataselection of colour and black
and white images be scanned and recorded on CD for the
Norfolk Island archives. Thiswork is presentlyin progress
by Patrick Baker.

It is recommended that:

(i) The photographic collection remain in the
environmentally controlled storage facility at the
WAMM; and

(ii} Photographic services/requesis as indicated above
continue to be met through the WAMM.

Artefact drawings
The original drawings of Sirus artefacts are presendy
stared in a satisfactory enovironment at the Western
Australian Mariume Museum. Theyare still being acecessed
for research purposes. The illusiradons are now readily
available in published format (see Stanbury, 1994).

It Is recommended, therefore, thar

(i} Afolio ofdyeline and /or photocopy prints be compiled
for reference in the NI Museum Research Centre;
and/or
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(ii) A CD conmining the scanned catalogue images be
produced for research access (with copyrightapproval
of ATMA). (Thiswould avoid problems associated with
the storage of large format drawings which need to be
stored in {lat map cabinets.)

Proteciion, rcovery and aceessibility of further material
{See Part 2.8 of this Report and Stanton, 1997h)
It is recommended thaw

Persons in possession, custody or control of Siius
material (as registered in the NI Registration Series )
be issued with a Registration Certificate and aletter re-
confirming their obligations with respect to this
material under the provisions of the Commonwealih
Histaric Shifurecks Aet 197611 this has notalready been
done.

Advice be sought from other State delegates with
regard to any other Sinusmarerial thar may have been
declared to them dunng the Commonwealth Historic
Shipwrecks Anmesty 1993-94, its nature and
whereabouts, so that a record can be compiled lor
research purposes.
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Appendix 1. Material needing conservation and/or conservation check: 2002 collections audit

Reg. # Item Treatment priority Location

All iron shot on display and in
Pier Store conservation.

S1057  Anchor Display

51511  Grape shot Display

sl Copper clench rings

sl Copper bolts Display & trestle table

5l Tin bronze sheathing nails

NI Rudder Gudgeon and Pintle brackets and Display
arms on display—not previously treated and treated

NI 049 Copper strap —AMUEL KIN- Box

NI 050  Pump housing Display

51033 Bolt - slight green corrosion Airport

51062 Spike

SI 0BE  Pintle pin—white powdery deposits Display

SI100  Grape/canister shot
S1113  Sheathing nails
S1117  Lead sheathing nail

St 127 Clench ring ?

51137 Clench ring ?

5 141  Lead sheathing nails

51147 Sextant Display
Sl 165  Bolt—some white powdery deposit Airport
51166 Clench bolt

$1174 Ring

51194 Lead shot

51213 Clench ring

81227 Lag bolt/screw

51237  Pintle/gudgeon brace Display
51238 Pantograph arm Display
Sl 242  Rudder nails

S1253  Clench rings

51254  Clench rings

S1255 Clench rings

SI 256 Lag baolts/scres

Sl 262  Machine/screw bolts

Sl 272 Clench rings

51278 Musket balls

S1 294  Clench rings

51 296  Machine/screw bolts

51312  Clench rings

51316 Copper sheathing

51323 Rudder nails Remove sticky tape
51343 Ring

51349 Clench rings

51351  Rudder nail

Sl 354 Bolt

51356 Roves

51392 Grape shot

51401 Cannon bail—half Pier Store
Sl 406 Tube (brass) Box

S1 408  Keel staple with ragged points

51418 Lead shot Urgent

Sl 422 Llench rings

51426 Roves

S 4278 Pewter button isplay

SI 434  Brass button w/ wavy lines
St460  Clench ring
Sl 484  Lag bolt/screws
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Reg. # Item Treatment priority Location

e R S

51505 Grape shot
SI 508  Grape shot
51511 Grape shot Urgent

51516 Cannon ball Display

S1526 Grape/canister shot

S1529  Buckle (brass)2 pieces. Box

St 544 Cannon ball Pier Store

51545  Cannon ball Pier Store

51 546  Cannon ball Pier Store

51 549 Cannon ball Pier Stare

SI 565  Copper sheathing & nails

SI 568  Grape shot w/fahric Box

51582 Cannon ball Display

SI 583  Cannon ball {7 1 with this number on Display & Pier Store.
display and 1 in Pier Store conservation. Should be only be 1 ball with
1 could be 584) this #

S| 385 Cannon ball Pier Store

§1 586 Cannon ball Display

51 587 Cannon ball Display

SI 588  Cannon ball Display

51 589  Cannon ball—half only Pier Store

51 594 Cannon ball Pier Store

51596 Cannon ball Display

515%9 Cannon ball Display

51607 Cannen ball Display

51605 Cannon ball Pier Store

S 607  Cannon ball Pier Store

51 608 Cannon ball Pier Store

51608 Cannon ball Display

51610 Cannon ball Display

81 811  Concretion from large cannon ball Pier Store

S1 614  Cannon ball 7 Correct # Pier Store

51615 Cannon ball Pier Store
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Appendix 2: HMS Sirius Collection Audit March 2002: objects not located /not seen

Reg. # Item 1997 2002 Notes

51 Series

S1 008 Copper sheathing X bl

S1020  Iron bolt X b

SI 055 PRock samples ®

S1 056 Rock samples x

51079 Copper pieces X

51133 Copper frags w/round holes ¥

51152  Glass bottle top X ¥

51153  Green glass fragments X X

SI198  Sheathing with horsehair X

S1228  Planking/skirting nails (2).

Analysed. X Bag labelled 228 had 4 x sheathing nails,

but 228 nails should look like fig, 26 in
Sirfus catalogue, Taken to WA in 1990
for analysis. Still in WA,

51 233 Concretion w/ copper sheathing % x

Sl 261  Cu sheathing W

51303 Cusheathing X

51305  Grape shot X X

51315  Musket balls (34) X X

51317  Cusheathing X

Sl 324  Unid.iron frags X

51377  Cu sheathing X

51388  Grape shat X Probably on display

51389  Grape shot X Frabably on display

51405  Cu sheathing x

51436  Unid piece of yellow substance (propolis) X X

51450 Cusheathing X

51 458  Cu sheathing X

Sl 468  Grape shot X X Probably on display

51471  Grape shot X Probably on display

51486  Pin (brass) shaft only % %

51502 Grape shot with fabric % Probably an display

S1509  Unid wood plug (7) with brass wire coil x X

51521  Cu sheathing X

51525  Canister/case shot X Probably on display

51528  Musket ball X ®

Sl 548  Grape shot ¥ Probably an display

51553  Arrow head impressed in concretion  x X

51 554 Cu sheathing %

51 584  Cannon ball X Possibly 1 of 2 x 583

S 600  Cannon ball x X

SI 603 Cannon ball X X

Sl 604  Cannon ball X

SI614  Cannon ball 7 Pier Store basement in conservation. 7
Correct number. Partly obscure before
treatment.

Sl 624  Anchor not yet raised

Sl 825  Anchor not yet raised

Wl Series

NI 004  Bronze strap S lan Kenny collection.

NI 005 Copper fastening bolt X lan Kenny collecticn,

NI 006  Sheathing tack X lan Kenny collection.

NI 007  Copper sheet with rivets ® lan Kenny collection.

NI 008 Pintle pin ® lan Kenny collection,

NI 008  Pintle pin X lan Kenny collection.
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Reg. # Item 1997 2002 Notes
MNIDTOD  Fastening bolt N lan Kenny collection.
NI 012 Stoneware jar sherd X lan Kenny collection.
N 073 Lead sheet ] lan Kenny collection.
NI 014 Gudgeon strap ¥ lan Kenny collection.
NI022 Copperalloy nail or spike ? NIM May be the nail loose in box of BTB
with taperad square end. Sirfus items. 1985 catalogue to be
checked. No number on object.
Nl 025  Bronze keel staple ® MM
Ml 0ZE  Piece of copper - possibly % W, Powell collection, NIM
keel staple
NI 027 Copper sheet with small rivets % W. Powell collection, NIM
10-11 mm diam—part of cauldron 7
NI 028 Copper sheet with 5 rivets % W. Powell collection, NIM
18-20 mm diam—part of cauldron 7
NI 023 Trigger guard—small unid. Crown mark. X W. Powell collection, NIM
NI 030 Trigger guard x W. Powell collection, NIM
NI 037  Part of sextant. % Was in Bounty Museum. No longer there,
Dave South coll. (7)
NI 038 Gudgeon strap x Wasin Bounty Museum, Mo longer there,
Karl Davies coll. (7)
NI 044 Bronze chain link X John Lawking collection
NI 045 Rudder fastening “ John Lawking collection
NI 046  Sheathing nail X John Lawking collection
NI 047  False keel staple X John Lawking collection
NI 048 P Hudson Pratiey collection

Keel bolt, eroded
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Appendix 3: NI49  Copper strap with engraving. Marked: ‘- - AMUEL KIN-*

Museum. Scale in cm,

Thisitem is probably associated with Samuel King, private
marine 50" { Portsmouth) Company. The following extract
from Mollie Giilen's book The founders of Australia (1989
208-209) gives these details:

Samuel King (c. 1768-184%)

...joined Sirius as one of the ship’s complement of marines
on 24 February 1787, [The First Fleet was anchored off
Porsmauth at this time and the marines were employed
guarding the convices: see Moore, 18987: Chapier 1.] On 30
August 1788 he made his will in favour of Michael Murphy
{qv), as he was about to go to Norfalk Island by Golden Grove
on leave from Sirfus to help in the serdement of the colony.

On 5 April 1791 King decided tosettle, and received a grant
of G0 acres {LotMNeo. 13) atcascade Stream. By Ocrober 1793
he had ten of his 50 ploughable acres cultivated, and was
selling grain to stores by mid May 1794, when he was living
with Mary Rolt {gqv), who had gone to Norfolk lsland by the
same vessel in 1788,

Figure 35, Copper strap (NI 49) marked with the name [Sa]muel Kin{g|. Phow: Patrick baker, Western Australian Maritime
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King, who had been ascribbler [tender of a carding machine
for weaving| before he became a marine, was renting four
acres to Charles Allen (qv) in 1794, and in August 1300 he
sold ten acres to William Hambly (qv) and ten 1o Elizabeth
Thackery (qv}, In 1805, siill without a wile or child, he was
a third class setder, with five of his remaining five acres
cultivated and five waste and owned 17 hogs. Married by 2
August 1807, he and hiswife [notidentfied } were victualled
for his service as a constable (the woman was not Mary Rolt
whe had been marked ofl the Norfolk Island vicualling
records as leaving for England on the Britanniain October
1796), Nearly five acres were in grain; he awned nine hogs
and had 40 bushels of grain.

On 8 Seprember 1808, withouwt wile or child, King went w
YOL [Van Diemens Land] as a first class sedler on City of
Edinturgh, having been credived with £6 for his thatched and
boarded house (16 x10) and mwo thatched board outhouses.
On 28 January 181{, as a widower, he married Elizabeth
Thackery (qv) at Hobart
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At New Norfolk, VDL, King held 28 acres, and in 1815 he
signed the petition for a Court of Criminal Judicawre, He
was buried in the Wesleyan cemetery at Back River having
died on 21 October 1849, age given as 86

Michael Murphy (c. 1 758-1823) was a private marine
of the 41* (Portsmouth) Company and also jeined Sirius
asone of theship’scomplementofmarineson 24 February
1787.

On 30 August | 788 he made his will 10 "my beloved friend”
Samuel King {qv), signing with a mark, and was discharged
from the ship's books 1o the Port Jackson demchmenten 5
June 1789,
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Appendix 4: Review of HMS Sirius Management Plan. Myra Stanbury and Ian Macleod, 11
November 1996.

The research potential of the HIMS Sirius site and artefact collection
The Sirius site and artefact collection comprise a valuable resource for comparative studies which may be expected
1o increase our understanding of the evenis occurring in New South Wales and on Norfolk Island during the first years

of sewtlement
Several shipwrecksitesin Australian and South pacific waters have yielded collections ol arefacts which potentially

provide information about European and other viessels employed in the South Seas during the late 1 8th century. These
may nat only be used o answer questions about shipbuilding traditions, the life pf personnel, convicts and others on
board these ships, butalso o enhance the interpremtion of archaeological matenial recovered from land excavations,
e.g. the first setlement sites at Norfolk [sland and First Government House, Sydney.

In scientific terms, the Sirius wreck site and collection have already demonstrated their potental to provide new
information concerning wreck site envivonments, corrosion phenomenon, improved methods of conservauon
treatment, the analytical identify of ohjecs and details relating o methods of manufacwire, and so on.

The resuls of investigations thus far have had broad-reaching effects, especially with regard to the development
of management strategies for other shipwreck sites in Australian waters,

1. The site

= Partofthe planned excavation work for 1988 was to excavate a | m x 3.5 m transect through an area of dense iron
ballast in the anticipation of revealing any surviving timber or structural elemenis of the hull of the Sinius. Survival
of such features on the Sirtussite would be of major archaeelogical importance to the interpretation of the site in

relation to the research theses developed for this site. _
[An application for funding under the Nadonal component of the Natonal Estate Grants Program (Henderson/

Stanbury/MacLeod: 1995-96} 10 complete this phase of site work {and other aspecis of research and management)

was unsticeessful ]
* Research studiex concerning corrosion phenomenon and biological degradation of the Sirius wreck site are

incomplete.

[These were included in the objectives of the above funding proposal.]

Action Plan
1.1 Future funding to complete on-site work as above,

(See Management Plan, 1990, Section 3.12)
* Continuetoseek funding to enable transect excavation and associated conservation of ariefacis to proceed in order

1o finalise original research design proposals,

1.2 Interim meastres
» Pre-swmbilise the area of the proposed wench with sacrificial anodes,

This would:

(i) assistin reducing the time {and hence the costs) of reating any castiron ballast pigs and/or other arefacts which

may be raised as a result of the excavation; and
(ii)  provide an experimental situation to further study the corrosion phenomenon on this site.

[Data collected over previous seasons of work on the site are contributing to the formulation of predictive models
concerning the degradation ol objects on high energy, wave-swept sites the benefits of tn siiu conservation methaods.

The results are proving beneficial in developing managementsurategies for similarly sicuated historic shipwreck sites
in Australian waters, The applicability of these models is already being tested on other shipwreck sites. |

1.3 §ite environmental studies
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(See Management Plan, 1990, Section 3.7 & 4.5)
« Investigation of the effect of sea urching on in situ shipwreck artefacis,

2 Artefact collections
Asstated earlier, the Sirfusartefact collection is a useful source of daia for comparative research (see Management Plan,

1990, Section 2),
Before the collection is made available to bona fideresearchers it is essential that all outstanding recording, marking
and documentation is complete, In addition, storage and organisation of the collection need to be reviewed with a view

to facilitating research access.

2.1  Trummion carronade (S] 626): need to obtain measurements from second carronade to construct technical drawing,
The carronade 51 626 was raised in 1993 and has been conserved. Some measurements were obtained but are not

sufficiently detailed to allow a drawing to be made.

2.2, Marking of objects: need to complete registration marking of treated artefacts.
A large number of small artefacts, mainly ship’s fastenings, sheathing nails ew. have not been marked with their
registration numbers. This is essential if the collection is to be made available to bona fide researchers for future study.

2.3  Need for more artefact analysis for archacometric studies combined with conservation
Metallurgical/chemical analyses of selected ship's fitings, fastenings and sheathing samples from the Sirus have
provided research data relating to technical aspects of 18th-century shipbuilding; manufacturing rechnology, quality
of production and workmanship of various components, and so on. The [indings are providing tangible evidence to
support/refute historical reports and assistin comparative artefact studies. A number of 1Bth-century shipwreck sites
in Australian and extra-territorial waters (e.g. Solomon Islands, Mauritius...) are yielding artefacts which will provide
a comparative data-set for the Sirfus collection.

A review of the collecton is required to reassess the artefacts in terms of fulure analytical /archaeometric studies

combined with conservation.

2.4  Need for regular monitoring of the collection and assessment of sorage.
The collection should be reguiarly audited and inspected to note any loss and/or alteration in the physical condition

of specimens.
Storage of the collection should be re-assessed to ensure that

(i} it is environmentally suitable; and
{ii) specimens may be easily accessed by future bena fide researchers,

2.5 Interpretation,

{See Management Plan, 1990, Secton 3.15 & 4.7)

Historical and archaeological research has added substantially to earlier knowledge of the Sinussite, and the ariefacts
recovered from it, now making it feasible to consider more dynamic and/or intersctive methods of interpretation for

the benefit of public education and visitor enjoyment.
Newapproaches and possibilides for display interpretation of the Sirtusshould be investigated as part of an on-going
management plan,

3 Records collection {photographs/database /artefact drawings)
(See Management Plan Secdon 4.10 and Secuon 5, 'Implementation plan’)

3.1 Look at location/storage of photographic archive,
3.2 Look at location/devels pment/access of artefact database.
3.3  Look at location of artefact drauings and/ar other original records.

Myra Stanbury Ian MacFLeod
Curator, Maritime Archaeology Head of Materials Conservation

11 Mevember 1596
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Appendix 5: Sample Information Sheet

NorroLK IsLanp MusguMs

Information Sheet
HMS Sirius
A BASIC GUIDE

HMS Siriusbegan itslife’s journey as the Berwick, aship builtin 1780-81 for the Baltic
or East Country trade at Mr Watson’s Rotherhithe shipyard. Rotherhithe was a
shipbuilding village on the Thames, adjacent to Deptford. Large ocean-going ships
of a high standard were being built there as early as the 16th century. The Mayflower
sailed from Rotherhithe with the first settlers for America in 1620,

The Berwickwas built on similar lines to Captain James Cook’s vessels of exploration—
the Endeavour, Discovery, Resolution and Adventure. These strong, sturdy ships were
built to carry heavy cargoes of coal from the north-east ports of England to London
and elsewhere, and were known as collier barks. The Berwick was intended to
transport coal or other merchandise to the Baltic ports and return with timber for
ship's masts and other marine supplies—tar and pitch for caulking, hemp and flax
for sails and cordage, copper for sheathing ship's bottoms and high quality Swedish
iron for forging anchors.

The approximate dimensions of the Berwick

Length of hull for tonnage 89°83/4"

Breadth 32°9”
Depth in hold 12' 117
Tonnage 511 tons

The Berwick was a large ship for its time. Before construction was completed, the
hull was purchased by the British navy to be fitted out as an armed storeship at
Deptford. On 25 April 1782, the Berwick embarked on its first mission across the
Atlantic to the still friendly port of Halifax, Nova Scotia. (Britain was at war with its
American colonies at this time.) The ship made two voyages between Halifax and
New York before returning to Britain in October 1783, After a substantial refit at
Deptford, the Berwick set sail again in May 1784, visiting the Carribean ports of
Antigua and Jamaica between July and September of that year.
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After returning to Deptford in April 1785, the Berwick lay in ordinary (out of
commission) for most of the next twenty months. During this time, the ship was
surveyed afloat and given some repairs. [tis probable that the Berwick made another
voyage in March 1786, possibly to Madeira.

In August 1786, orders were issued from the Admiralty to the Navy Board to
prepare the Berwick for ‘foreign service’, Itwas not until October 1786, however, that
its intended role was revealed. The ship was to be registered on the List of the Royal
Navy as a 6th Rate by the name of Sirtus and fitted out with the appropriate

complement of guns and men.

The Siriuswas to be suitably fitted out and equipped for ‘a Voyage to Botany Bay’.

IMAGE oF THE LINES OF THE INCOMPLETE BERwick o CooK's ENDEAVOUR TO ILLUSTRATE THE TYPE OF VESSEL.

[MAGE OF THE SPECTACLE PLATE WITH THE NAME BERWICK.
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